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Sxc'y AND TREAS.

NOTE
All the biographical sketches published in this volume were submitted to their respective subjects or to the subscribers, from whom the facts
were primarily obtained, for their approval or correction before going to
press ; and a reasonable time was allowed in each case for the return of
the type-written copies.

Most of them were returned to us within the

time allotted, or before the work was printed, after being corrected or revised ; and these may therefore be regarded as reasonably accurate.
A few, however, were not returned to us; and, as we have no
means of knowing whether they contain errors or not, we cannot vouch
for their accuracy.

In justice to our readers, and to render this work

more valuable for reference purposes, we have indicated these uncorrected
sketches by a small asterisk ( *), placed immediately after the name of the
subject.

They will all be found on the last pages of the book.
BIOGRAPHICAL PUBLISHING CO.
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HE aim of the publishers of this volume has been to secure for the historic portion
thereof full and accurate information respecting all subjects therein treated, and
to present the data thus gathered in a clear and impartial manner. If, as is their
hope, they have succeeded in this endeavor, the credit is mainly due to the diligent and
exhaustive research of that well known pioneer resident and veteran newspaper publisher,
Isaiah Van Metre of Waterloo, whose high character and recognized ability as an editor

and author have brought him prominently before the people of the Hawkeye State. His
patient and conscientious labor in the compilation and presentation of facts is shown in
the historical portion of this volume. Tlie record gives an elaborate description of the
land, the story of its settlement and a comprehensive account of the organization of the
county and the leading events in the stages of its development from 1837 to the present
time as set forth in the table of contents. Certain subjects which Mr. Van Metre hoped
to introduce have been omitted for lack of requisite data, but the topics and occurrences
are included which are essential to the usefulness of the history. Although the purpose
of the author was to limit the narrative to the close of r 90 3, he has deemed it proper to
touch on some matters overlapping that period. For any possible errors that may occur
in the work, !:he indulgence of our readers is asked.
In i~s preparation the editor desires to acknowledge his indebtedness to E. L.
Corton, city editor of the Waterloo Courier, and Charles Elliott, county superintendent,
for helpful favors received in its preparation. Deep obligations are felt also to the W.
H. Hartman Company, the publishers of the Waterloo Courier, for free access to the
early files of the paper, and also to Matt. Parrott & Sons for like privileges with the
files of the Waterloo Reporter.
The reviews of resolute and strenuous lives, which make up the biographical department of the volume, and whose authorship for the most part is entirely independent
of that of the history, are admirably adapted to foster local ties, to inculcate patriotism
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and to emphasize the rewards of industry, dominated by intelligent purpose. They constitute a most appropriate medium of perpetuating personal annals and will be of incalculable value to the descendants of those therein commemorated. They bring into oold
relief careers of enterprise and thrift and make manifest valid claims to honorable distinction. If "Biography is the only true History," it is obviously the duty of men of the
present time to preserve in this enduring form the story of their lives in order that their
posterity may dwell on the successful struggles thus recorded, and profit by their example. These sketches, replete with stirring incidents and intense experiences, will naturally prove to most of the readers of this book its most attractive feature.
In the aggregate of personal memoirs, thus collated, will be found a vivid epitome
of the growth of Black Hawk County, which will fitly supplement the historic statement;
for the development of the county is identified with that of the men and women to whom
it is attributable. The publishers have endeavored in the preparation of the work to
pass_over no feature of it slightingly, but g 1ve heed to the minutest details, and thus to
invest it with a substantial accuracy which no other treatment would afford. The result
has amply justified the care thus exercised, for in our belief no more reliable production,
under the circumstances, could be laid before its readers.
We have given special prominen~e to the portraits of representative citizens,
which appear throughout this volume, and believe they will prove a most interesting feature of the work. We have sought to illustrate the different spheres of indlistrial and
professional achievement as conspicuously as possible. To those who have kindly interested themselves in the successful preparation of this work, and who have voluntarily
contributed most useful information and data, we herewith tender our grateful acknowledgment.
THE PUBLISHERS.
CHICAGO, ILL. , August, 1904.
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History of Black Hawk £ounty
CHAPTER I
GENER.AL TOPOGRAPHICAL DESCR.IPTION OF THE COUNTY.
CIVIL DIVISIONS--STREAMS AND WATERCOURSES-NATURAL RESOURCES-TIMBER AND PRATRIE
-AGRICULTURE-THE BLUFFS ALONG THE CEDAR.
CIVIL DIVISIONS.

east corner, made other subdivisions of congressional townships necessary for the sake of
convenience in the organization of the county
into civil townships.

Black Hawk County, Iowa, is situated in the
northeastern section of the State in the fourth
tier of counties from the Mississippi River and
STREAMS AND WATERCOURSES.
in the fourth tier south from the Minnesota
line. It contains 16 congressional townships
The county is finely watered. In addiand' is consequently 24 miles from north to tion to the Cedar River, which is one of the
south and a like distance from east to west. finest rivers in the west, not taking into conIt is all embraced in townships 87, 88, 89 and sideration the Mississippi and the Missouri,
90 north in ranges I 1, 12, 13 and 14, west of and which traverse the entire distance
the 5th Principal Meridian.
from
the northwest to the southeast
The civil townships number 18. The Cedar corner of the county, the Big WapRiver divides the northwest congressional town- sipinicon River runs through the northeastship into almost exactly two equal parts, north ern portion of the county, or Lester township.
and south, and for convenience it was made into Crane Creek flows through Bennington and
two civil townships, Union on the west and Lester townships and empties into this river.
\i\Tashington on the east side of the Cedar River. The Black Hawk rises in Grundy County well
This river, which runs diagonally across the to the southwest of this county, enters it at
county, from the northwest corner to the south- the southwest corner of Black Hawk town-
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ship, traverses that township in a winding
way to the northeast corner where it enters
Vv aterloo township and on through that ' until
it reaches the Cedar River, passing through
the upper edge of the city of Waterloo; this
stream, which is one of the most important
of the creeks of the county, drains one of the
fairest sections of country to be found in the
West. Prescott creek, which runs through the
western portion of Orange township, discharges
Miller's
its waters into the Black Hawk.
dozen
half
a
as
Creek, which has as many
heads in Eagle township, runs through Cedar
and empties into the river from the west in
There are several other
Cedar township.
creeks which empty their waters into the
Cedar River from the west, including the
Beaver, which is well to the northwest and
runs through Union township; Mud, Prairie,
Sink and other small creeks and Big Creek,
which gives its name to the township of that
name, are also from the southwest. La Porte
City, the third in importance of the cities of
the county, is located on the banks of this
creek. The creeks entering the Cedar from
the east and north are, Spring Creek, which
runs through the western part of Spring Creek
and' Fox townships ; there are some smaller
streams a little far,ther up the river and then
Indian Creek, which rises in Barclay, courses
through Fox and a part of Poyner to the Cedar.
Elk run rises in Bennington, courses through
Barclay and a part of East \i\Taterloo to the
Cedar. There. are other. small streams- Elsworth, Poyner and various branches of the
larger creeks.

The Cedar River forks about six miles
south of the Bremer County line, right on the
dividing line between Washington and Union
townships. The east fork is rather the larger
of the two.
NATURAL RESOURCES.

The Cedar River drains one of the fairest
portions of the State of Iowa, and nowhere
surpassing that within the limits of Black
Hawk County. The soil is a deep black, vegetable, sandy loam, highly productive of the
cereals, corn, grapes and vegetables. For the
most part the land rises from the banks of the
streams with a gradual slope terminating in
slightly rolling prairies.
TIMBER AND PRAIRIE.

If the reader can picture to himself these
dozen or more water courses, fringed to a
greater or less extent with timber-oak, walnut, maple, hickory, cottonwood, some cedar
and other kinds of timber,- as a framework or
border for wide sweeps of undulating prairie
land, in its primitive state covered with rich
grasses and wild flowers, he will have a fair
idea of what Black Hawk County presented
to the early settlers. Along the whole course
of the Cedar River, running through the county, the stream was bordered with timber, at no
point extending far out, but much of it what
is denominated heavy timber. Along many of
the little streams there were small groves
There was not to exceed
of timber.

AND REPRESENTATIVE CITIZENS.

one acre of timber to I 5 acres of prame
land in the county as a whole. Farm
making was easy. The land was all ready
for the plow. Every stroke struck for improvement counted towards the raising of a
crop. There were no forests to hew down
and burn up, no stumps to dig out, nor stones
to clear off the land to make it ready for the
plo\\' . These were the conditions presented to
the early comers. To those who came from
the rocky east or from the heavily timbered
middle west, and who had probably spent the
best portions of their lives clearing off stones
or heavy timber to make space in which to
stick the point of a plow, the spectacle must
have been little less than marvelous. There
was encouragement and inspiration in the sight
of it.
AGRICULTURE.

This is an agricultural county; that is, it
has no coal nor gypsum, nor valuable minerals. In the first years of settlement the chief
crop was wheat.
The yield was large.
Twenty-five bushels per acre was a medium
yield. Corn was raised, but always the first
crop on the sod was wheat, unless a crop of
corn on the sod was raised. When this was
clone, the corn was dropped every third furrow when breaking was being done in the cornplanting season, and covered' by the next furrow. It was. necessary to drop the corn at
the opening between the furrows as the corn
sprouts could not penetr,a te the sod. Sometimes in spite of the gophers and lack of cultivation fairly good corn would be raised and
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nearly always excellent fodder, rich in nubbins of corn. But the year of the first crop
proper, that is, the year following the breaking and probably for several years, the ground
would be sown to wheat. Corn, too, was
raised, and hogs and cattle, but for many years
wheat held the supremacy. At this date
( 1904) very little wheat is raised in the county.
Corn and hogs and cattle are far more profitable, and more certain in results. For some
reason, never satisfactorily explained, the yield
of wheat gradually declined until it became unprofitable to raise it even for family use. If this
had been true only of land long cultivated the
explanation would have seemed simple, but it
was true also of newly turned over prairie,prairie into which a plowshare had never been
driven, but which had only been pastured.
Even this would not bring the old-time yield
or anything like it. But it is well. Corn and
stock raising, dairying and poultry raising are
amply remunerative, and farmers grow rich
and independent under the new order of Nature.
THE BLUFFS ALONG THE CEDAR.

A detailed scientific description of the topography of the county is not necessary in this
connection. A general outline of the topography has already been given, but it is well to
supplement that with a refetence to the bluffs
which at points border the Cedar River. Above
Waterloo, the county seat, the bluffs are chiefly
on the southwest banks of the river. There
is something unusual about these bluffs. Even
where they rise abruptly from the water's edge
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they slope off into the level or rolling prame the county, is the highest point in the county,
with few, if any, of the deep gullies usual with and here the bluffs are rough and the gullies.
very high bluffs. This. is especially true of deep. Below \tVaterloo the bluffs and woods
the bluffs just below Cedar Falls, a point vis- are principally on the northeast side of the
ited by great numbers of people drawn thither river, and the scene gazer looks south and west.
by the magnificent view afforded by the eleva- Now here in the county do the bluffs extencl
tion. The picture presented to the eye from far out, and in very few places is there any
these bluffs, looking north, is one of peaceful land which might not be cultivated and which
grandeur rarely excelled. Along the highway would not yield paying crops, the land being
between \tVaterloo and Cedar Falls on the south rich. The timber would, necessarily, have to
side of the river there are several points, look- be cleared off, but most of the native timber
ing south, where the sweep of view over a has long since been cut off. It fell fast in the
country of matchless beauty is fairly inspiring. early days when the settlers built their houses
That is particularly true of those points from of logs; when wood was the only fuel, ancl
which the Black Hawk-its fringe of trees, its when all the fencing was clone with rails, and
sparkling waters seen through them; its rich when there was not to exceed one acre of
valleys and the rising and rolling prairies timber to I 5 acres of prairie land-much of
lying beyond-appears to v,iew. Fifty years that little more than brush. It fell fast; but
ago it was Nature's work which the eye be- the settlers were prompt ,in providing a supheld, undisturbed; just as it fell perfect from ply by setting out groves from the native forthe Creator. Man has changed the scenery ests; sowing maple, box-elder and cottonwood
without greatly marring it. He has set out seeds, and planting walnuts and butternuts.
and cultivated groves of timber; he has built These were not extensive groves, usually a
houses; and in the growing season, instead few acres at most for protection to the houses,
of wild flowers and grapes, he provides fields but they grew rapidly and soon put a different
of waving grain; instead of elk and deer anci color and added picturesqueness to the landother game animals he has substituted cattle, scape. Some planted locust seeds and set out
horses, sheep and other domestic animals to groves of willow. The farmers ie a comparabreak the wearisome monotony of uninter- tively few number of years had some post timrupted prairie green.
ber, poles for convenient use around their
Farther up the river, on the west side in premises and some fuel.
But by this time
Union township, there are high, slightly roll- wire was supplanting rails for fencing purposes
ing lands from which the eye reaches away out and coal was taking the place of wood for fuel.
many miles over a magnificent country and The scarcity of timber was little felt, on acbeautiful scenery. In this township, tw·o and count of the introduction of wire and coal,
one-half miles from the northwest corner of and timber land became less valuable. The
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railroads early follO\Yecl and pine timber
shipped in \Yas found cheaper and better for
house building than the native article. In the
early days owners of prairie would pay $200
or $300 an acre for timber, buying, as a rule,
but one to three acres. This was for the timber alone, to clear which off the land they
would require from three to five years. Not a
few owners of timber land, imagining that it

would always remain equally valuable, or perhaps increase in value, held on to it until fencing wire, railroads and coal had materially reduced its importance. Settlers on prairie land
soon learned that comparatively little timber
was necessary with coal for fuel and wire for
fencing, and the decline in the price of timber
followed naturally.

CHAPTER II
SETTLEMENT OF THE COUNTY.
LAND OPENED TO SETTLEMENT--THE PIONEERS WHO PRECEDED THE A CTUAL SETTLEMENT OF
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LAND OPEN TO SETTLEMENT.

In the year 1837 the Indian title to the
territory in Iowa west of the Black Hawk
purchase and south of the neutral ground of
the \Vinnebago Reserye was extinguished by
purchase by the United States and thereafter
became lawfully open to settlement. A portion of this \i\Tinnebago purchase is embraced
in the limits of Black Hawk County. Although
the Sacs and Foxes had ceded this region to
the United States in 1837, so that south of the
neutral line it was open to white occupation,
they had not left their old hunting grounds.
The south line of the neutral ground, starting
from a point on the left bank of the Des Moines
RiYer, 37 miles 70.50 chains below the second
or upper fork of the same, and running a course
north 70 degrees l 5 minutes east, passed very
near the forks of the Cedar and very
near the northwest corner of the county of
Black Hawk, as subsequently laid out.
This line was surveyed by James Craig,

under, instruction from the Superintendent of
Indian Affairs, April 9, 1833. North of this
line, from 1833 to 1848, the \Vinnebago Indians had their resen-e, a strip 40 miles wide,
from the DesMoines River to the Mississippi.
Along this line Indian traders and an occasional settler located. In 1840, Franklin vVilcox, with his family and his brother Nathaniel,
settled just south of the line surveyed by Craig,
in Fayette Coun ty; and a few miles east on
the Volga, George Culver, in 1841, built a log
trading-post that is still standing.
From 1837 to 1844 there is no record of any
white man haying set foot on Black Hawk
County soil. Some writers deem this as utterly
improbable, considering the fact that the \Vinnebago Indians had a reserve 40 miles in width
extending from the Mississippi River on the
east to the Upper Des Moines River on the
,yest. or ,,·est to what is now Humboldt County,
and which was situated less than 50 miles north
of Black Hawk's northern border; and considering that there \\"ere a niunber of white traders
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within the nearby Indian reservation who
could not well remain ignorant of the unsurpassed hunting and trapping grounds along
the Cedar. But the fact should not be overlooked that, while there were many adventurous spirits constantly seeking excitement and
adventures in the new country, that new cou:1try was in itself large enough for an empire,
extending as it did from the Ohio River on
the east to the Missouri River on the west.
This vast domain nearly everywhere presented
unlimited opportunities for hunting and trapping, and such diversions as delight that class
of pioneers. There were many of them but
not a sufficient number to cover the territory
even for the transient purposes of satisfying
curiosity or love of change. So it does not
seem strange that this, the fairest section of
the ,Yest, was not visited by white men for that
period of seven years. It was mere accident
that any of those early wanderers struck one
point rather than another for trapping, hunting and trading with the Indians. If they had
been anything more than mer,e wanderers, it is
not probable that they would have left such a
land of richness and beauty, as they would
have found to exist along the Cedar River as
it courses through the county, without at least
returning later to make homes.
TIIE PIONEERS WHO

PRECEDED THE ACTUAL

SETTLEMENT OF THE COUNTY.

If we count as early settlers in a new country the strolling hunters and trappers who
come for a season or two to pursue their spe-
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cial vocation and traffic with the natives, Indians or others, the early seitiers frequently
antedate the actual settlement of the country
many years. If that sort of settler is to have
recognition the honor, so far as known, for
Black Hawk County belongs to G. Paul Sornaneaux, a Frenchman, who spent the summer
season of 1837 at the falls of the Cedar and
vicinity. Some years later he returned to Sturgis Falls, the early name given Cedar Falls,
the present location of the city of Cedar Falls.
He worked some and built a cabin on the north
side of the river, after having spent a winter
trapping on the Beaver and Shell Rock in company with A. J. Taylor. The general understanding is that he came here from Detroit,
Michigan, where he had been educated by a
Catholic priest. He came here by accident.
He was of a roving disposition and found his
pleasure in the new and the wild, and in unrestrained fredom. Detroit is over 400 miles
almost directly east of Black Hawk County.
How Sornaneaux found his way here is not
know; but the probabilities are that having
started out without any specific destiuation in
view he took a westerly course and, reaching
the Mississippi River, constructed a craft of
some kind and floated down the rive~, taking
his time and stopping to hunt and _trap ancl
enjoy the curious and beautiful which studded
the way until he finally reached the mouth of
the Iowa River. Nothing would seem more
natural to an adventurous and enquiring spirit
than to want to learn something of this newly found arm of the great Mississippi. It is
only conjecture that Sornaneaux felt this way
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and reaching the mouth of the Cedar chose that
branch of the Iowa as the most promising field
for investigation and pleasant if not profitable
adventure. How long, how many months 01
years he was in making this long and circuitous journey is unknown.
Another theory is that he had heard of
Dubuque, where there was a French settlement.
French Catholic priests were the first to carry
the light of the Gospel and the hope of civilization to these \ Vestern wilds, and there was
more or less communication kept up between
the different though far apart missions. Sornaneaux may have been sent to Dubuque with
some message or on business, and having tasted
the pleasures of the wild and somewhat aclYenturous life he led in passing over 300 miles
of new and most picturesque country, did not
care to return, but chose rather to see and live
more of this free and untrammeled life, and
was thus led to break away from his few associates at Dubuque and move on. Coming
West, he reached the falls of the Cedar,
and stopped. Nature was undisturbed; the
riv,e r moved hurriedly on. clear as crystal, rippling and clashing over the rocks; wide prairies swept far out from the timber which
fringed it. He rested, ate and slept and, when
refreshed, he climbed the bluffs now known
as Rowncl's Bluffs and gazed out upon the enAs far as the eye could
chanting picture.
reach was presented a panorama of matchless
All the surroundings indicated an
beauty.
abundance of fish and game. He was chained
to the spot and his heart swelled with grati-

tucle that the Unseen Hand had led him to this
earthly paradise, for he was a man of solitude
and a devout Christian. It is a common thing
to hear public speakers and preachers adjure
their audiences to the grateful recognition of
Divine Providence, in having cast their lot
in the pleasant places of fair Iowa. But few
men stop to think how completely the lone wanderer in the solitude of Nature, if of devout
spirit, is given up to communication with his
He neither grows tired nor
surroundings.
lonesome. The animals that play around him,
or flee at his presence; the birds that twitter in
the branches above his head; the rippling of
the streams and the sighing of the winds; the
varied scenes; the landscape and the hills all
are company to him. Only "·hen there arises
a sense of confinement; a limit placed upon his
wanderings; a consciousness of perpetual banishment from his fellow man, does his heart
grow heavy and the world about lose its charm.
But with the freedom to go when he pleases,
to stay or go and join the human throng, his
life is serene though ever so rough.
If Sornaneaux was a first settler, then Rol1ert Stuart, who spent the summer of 1837 in
this vicinity, was also an early settler. Stuart
visited Cedar Falls as late as 1855. Where
he hailed from does not appear. On his first
visit in 1837, he hunted, trapped and traded
with the Indians. vVhere he spent the meantime bet\Yeen that elate and 1855 is a matter of
He may have returned to the
conjecture.
abodes of white men, or simply followed liis
congenial yocation of first settler for many sec-
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tions where his name would be left to be en- land was done, .and the raising of crops was
rolled on the records as that of the first white begun, cattle and hogs and poultry were introduced and civilization made its mark here and
man in the vicinity.
Those old pioneers, or rather adventurers, there upon the fair face of Nature.
had no fixed habitation. Wherever the night
THE FIRST SETTLERS.
overtook them was their home. They tarried
The first real settlers within the limits of
for a few clays, weeks or months, and then
picked up their few traps and belongings and Black Hawk County were Vlilliam Sturgis and
sought newer fields. There is authentic infor- wife, who came from Michigan; and Erasmus
mation of these two as the first white inhabi- D. Adams, a cabinet-maker from Ohio, who
tants of Black Hawk County, but there may settled at the falls, called Sturgis Falls, and
have been others. If it is true, as stated by made claims. Sturgis claimed the north half
some authorities, that the banks of the Cedar of the site, including the mill-site and the waterRiver were at one time covered in many places power, while Adams claimed the south half
with groves of red cedar trees which were cut down the river, near, what is now called Dry
clown and rafted to St. Louis, then it is cer- Run. It seems that Sturgis and Adams came
tain that neither Sornaneaux nor Stuart were together, and as Adams was located in Johnson
the first white settlers to visit the Upper Cedar. County for a time, he knew something of the
So far as ascertainable, there are no evidences Cedar River and of its superiority to the
of such groves of red cedar having existed in Iowa. More than likely he had been at the
There were scattering cedars, rapids where Cedar Rapids now stands, and
these parts.
nothing more; very many more than at pres- judged that there must be similar rapids Ofi
ent; enough for a few rafts, but that probably falls farther up. They came to make homes
and were looking for a favorable point for a
was about all.
all
town and a mill-site such as he had seen at the
Although the Indians had surrendered
title to the lands composing Black Hawk Coun- point named above. They found it at Sturgis
ty as early as 1837, they still clung to it as to a Falls. They came in March, 1845, and found a
precious jewel. No marvel in this, for no- cabin which had been built the previous season
where in the great west was there a scope of by William Chambers, who had deser,ted it and
country of equal extent more inv:iting, whether never returned.
Sturgis built a double log cabin on th~ bank
to the Indians as natives to the soil, or to the
white men who succeeded them. They used of the river, and br,o ke five acres of prairie.
the ceded territory practically as their own for Adams built a cabin on his claim and broke
years until finally the white men, home build- some prairie. These were the first men who
ers, gradually took possession, when cabins made a move in the direction of permanent setrose upon the scene, a little breaking of tlement.
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Later in the season of 1845 George W.
Hanna came and took up a claim not far from
midway between the present cities of Waterloo
and Cedar Falls. The late George W. Hanna
is authority for the statement that Sturgis had
some hands and began getting out timbers for a
dam, but his family growing sick he and his
family went back to Iowa City, not intending to
return until more settlers should come in. He
left his claim in care of a Dutchman named
Miller who had a claim at Miller's Creek and
from whom the creek took its name. \Vho the
other hands were that were helping Sturgis get
out timber for his proposed dam is not known;
but, as it does not appear that they took up
claims, they do not count. Mrs. Sturgis was
the pioneer white woman of the county. Mr.
Hanna, in an interview some years since, said:
"In the fall, Sturgis and his wife and little boy,
John, and Adams and his wife returned and
reoccupied the claims they had left in the
spring."
In May, 1845, John Hamilton and sons
came in and made claims near those of Sturgis
and Adams. They brought a team and breaking-plow with them and broke some prairie. It
was said that they became dissatisfied and returned to Johnson County fr,o m which they had
come. This move left Sturgis and Adams the
only white men in the county, and their nearest
white neighbors were at Quasqueton, Buchanan
County, and Fremont (Vinton), Benton
~aunty: a rather lonesome situation while the
Indians roamed at freedom up and' down the
Cedar River. But they too had gone on that
Iowa City journey when, on the 18th clay of

July, 1845, George W. Hanna with his wife
and two children and his wife's brother, John
Melr,ose, arrived and located on section 20,
township 89, range 13, about half way bet,yeen
Sturgis Falls and Prairie Rapids ( Cedar Falls
and Waterloo). Mrs. Hanna was the first
white woman to permanently settle in the
county. She is still living. Her son, Phil
Hanna, has achieved distinction in the consular
service of the United States.
In the fall, about the time Sturgis and
Adams moved in, William Virden and his
family, consisting of his wife and little daughter, settled about half a mile southeast of
Hanna's cabin, on what in 1878 was known as
the "Glover1 Farm." The four families of
Hanna, Sturgis, Adams and Virden, numbering 13 souls, comprised the entire permanent
population of Black Hawk County in the winter of 1845-46. Mr. Sturgis made some progress with his dam across the Cedar at the head
of the falls during the fall, but owing to the
difficulty in obtaining hands, the work progressed very slowly.
In 1836 an army officer, Captain Boone,
with a squad of men crossed the State from
Council Bluffs to Prairie du Chien, striking
the Cedar River at the forks in the northwestern corner of this county. They were fascinated' with the spot and halted a few clays to
enjoy the scenery and the hunting and fishing.
Captain Boone met James Newell in the fall of
that year. near Muscatine and during their
friendly intercourse gave Newell a glowing
description of the country. Newell, keeping
the conversation ever in mind, resolved to some
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day visit the country and in the spring of 1845,
in company with Harris \;\Tilson, left Muscatine
and Yicinity and journeyed up the Cedar River
to the spot so enthusiast ically described to him
by Captain Boone. In Linn County they were
told that the last settler to the northwest from
Marion lived 17 miles out; they were admonished to keep a sharp lookout as beyon,l
that lone cabin lurked Indians; and that the Indians had been troublesom e the previous fall,
having robbed t"·o men named \Varel who had
been trapping along the Cedar. They met
James Chambers who told them that the section
of country \Yhich they \\'ere seeking ,Yas as
beautiful and rich in land, scenery and future
possibilities as Boone had said, but that ther,e
was no safety there; that it was neutral ground
for the Sacs and Foxes, \Vinnebag oes ancl
Sioux Indians and that white men \\'ere notpermitteci' to trespass upon it. Newell and \\Tilson
were not to be diverted from their purpose by
any play upon their fears. Their first camp in
Black Hawk County was located near where
Then they proGilber,tsville now stands.
ceeded on their way, crossing the Indian trail
from Fort Atkinson to Indian TO\Yn on the
Iowa River near what is now \Vaterloo, after
,Yhich they struck across the country and
reached the Cedar ~iver where Janesville now
stands. They explored the countr,y between the
Shell Rock and the Cedar, but Wilson did' not
like it. Newell did and determine d to settle
there. They thought they would visit Sturgis
and \Vilson liked the country on the way down
to the falls better than at the forks, but declared
that it was all too far from Muscatine . They

did not find Sturgis and returned to their camp.
The following fall, Newell returned to the
forks, called' by them "Turkey Foot Forks,"
accompan ied by his br;0ther Robert, Walter
Tillman and Joseph Brown. ~ewell had the
ague on the way, but his companio ns built him
a cabin. The party soon returned down the
river, all except James Newell dissatisfied with
the country, Newell returning with them but
determine d to come back and settle.
AN INCIDENT OF THE FRO~TIER PERIOD.

In January, 1846, James Newell and Hugh
Rawdon started up the Cedar with the intention of cutting cedar logs and rafting them
clown. They engaged Charles Huntley of
Benton County to go ,Yith them as guide. They
found the Dickerson s cutting logs near the
mouth of Big Creek. The Dickerson s informed
them that "Cedar'' Johnson had begun cutting
eight miles abO\·e Big Creek in 1844.
They found Johnson's cabin and moved in
without ceremony . sending Rawdon back for
grain for the teams.
Johnson heard that his cabin \Yas occupied,
and sent worcl up the river for the party to
vacate. or to "prepare their ,vooclen jackets,"
for he intended to shoot them at sight. But the
little party kept at work till they had cut and
hauled logs enough for a raft 84 yards long.
About this time they were visited by John Sturgis, who stayed one night with them. When
Ne,Yell was about ready to star.t, Johnson came
up in a wagon, with two hands. His desire for
human blood was not so great as when he was
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at Cedar Rapids. Johnson \\·ent into the grO\·e, was so well pleased that he made a claim and
saw that it \Yas badly slashed, and returned to broke some prairie on the east side of the
the cabin, where, after being invited in by Ne,Y- Cedar, at Prairie Rapids, on section 23. townell, he expostulated mildly about Newell's oc- ship 89, range 13, just above the original town
cupying his cabin, and gave Newell to under- plat of \VaterJoo, but he did not build a cabin
stand that he intended to sue him for the value until the fall of the next year. On June 24,
of the logs. Newell remarked concerning this. Charles Mullan and family, wife and two chil"that it would be a cl-d pretty case-t,Yo dren (Mrs. Mullan was a sister of James and
thieves going to law about property they ,nre \Villiam Virden), located on 'the west side of
stealing from the gover,n ment."
the river, opposite Prairie Rapids, and built a
The latter part of March came, and the log cabin on the northwest quarter of section
water being too low for rafting, Newell started 26, township 89, range 13. The first actual setfor home in a canoe down the Cedar, sold his tler near the future city, Andrew Jackson Tayplace and made his preparations to move to lor. and his family, settled at Sturgis Falls
Black Hawk County. He reached his sabin about the same time. E . G. Young settled at
May 19, 1846. He mentions that his wagon Turkey Foot Forks, near Newell's, in the fall
broke clown at Poyner Creek, and that Clark of 1846. ancl t,rn \¥illiams families settled in
and Giles, of Quasqueton. passed by without the vicinity. l\Ir. Sturgis continued ,York on
offering to help him. He had sold his share of his clam during this year, but did not succeed in
the raft, and was enabled to go to farming in completing it.
earnest as soon as he reached his claim. In
spite of the crows, he raised 500 bushels of
TIIE FIRST SCHOOL
corn, mo of which he sold to the Indians at a
dollar a bushel.
on the territory of the future county of Black
'vVolves were very numerous around :-Jew- Hawk \\·as "kept" at Sturgis Falls, during the
elrs cabin in the fall of 1846. killing off all his summer of 1846, by Mrs. A. J. Taylor, with six
chickens but one rooster. whose gills turned scholars, ,Yho doubtless acquired the rudiments
white with fear. To save his life. they had to of kno,Yleci"ge under Mrs. Taylor's tuition just
take him in the cabin of nights.
as readily ancl thoroughly as the pupils of a
In January or February. 1847. James generation later " ·ith infinitely better aclvanChambers made Newell a visit. He was go- tages have clone.
ing northward with a load of pork, driving up
It is said that when the winter of 1846-47
set in there ,nre IO white families in the entire
the river on the ice.
June I. 18--1-6. James Virden came to visit area of Black Ha\\·k County, now so densely
·
his brother \Villiam and see the country. and I populated.
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INDIANS.

Berry Vvay and another1 young man; well
known thieves from the Lower Cedar, made a
trip through Black Hawk County in March,
1846, stopping at Newell's logging camp over
night. The next morning, they proceeded up
the Cedar, spent the night with Big 'Wave, a
\Vinnebago chief, and to requite that chief's
hospitality stole two valuable horses from him
before daylight next morning. About 20 of
Big \;\!ave' s band pursued them, and found
them at a singing school near Center Point.
They thr,eatened' to shoot -the trio, but the settlers interfered and persuaded the Indians it
would be best to place the. thieves under arrest
and let the law takes its course. The scoundrels were accordingly confined in jail at Marion, but soon after escapee\.
In December, 1846, vVinneshiek, the head
chief of the Winnebagoes, paid Newell a visit,
accompanied by Big \;\Tave and 250 men and
women. The Indians camped for the winter in
the grove near Newell's. In February, 1847, a
band of Pottawatomies, 250 in number,, came
and camped on the Cedar also, soon after which
both bands celebrated their meeting with a feast
and dance. In the spring, the Indians broke
camp to make sugar, the Winnebagoes going
up the Shell Rock, and the Pottawatomies coming clown the Cedar toward Sturgis Rapids.
It is said that during the first year of the
settlement, probably in 1846, the Sioux made a
raid clown the Cedar, and surprised and killed
nine Winnebagoes near Newell's Ford, on
Turkey Foot Forks. The next year, the vVinne-

bagoes surprised a camp of Sioux about 25
miles above, while the braves were absent hunting, and killed 27 squaws and papooses. James
Virden, however, thinks that originally tl1e 27
squaws and papooses were a Sioux brave and
a boy, only two, increased to 27 by the lapse of
years.

In February, 1847, the Overmans and John
T. Barrich came to Sturgis Falls. Sturgis was
trying to build a clam and mill, but his resour ces
were very limited, and he finally concluded to
sell, and during the next fall did: sell, to John
M. Overman, D. C. Overman and Barrick, his
claim of 280 acres of land, including the mill
site and improvements, for $2,200, Barrick
borrowing $500 of James Newell to make part
payment for his share of the purchase. The
new firm pushed the work with such energy that
early in 1848 they had the sawmill-the first
in the county-in operation, and in 1850, in a
shed addition to the sawmill, the company put
in one run of stones cut from a granite bowlder
in the vicinity. This was the first grist-mill in
the county, and was of great service to the
settlers ,vho patronized it for a hundred miles
north and west.
Moses Bates, hailing from Indiana, located
on section 14, township 87, range I I, ( Spring
Creek township,) on the banks of Sp6ng Creek
in 1847. He was reputed to have been a bad
character back in Indiana, and it is presumed
that he came away for personal safety and the
good of the country which he left. He did not
grow better by the change but became leagued
with other hard characters who operated in the
counties west. Bates was connected with a
1
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number of shady transactions, and as more settlers came in, of the kind who came to better
their, conditions in legitimate ways, the climate
grew too hot for him and he sold' out to John
Clark in 1852. John Clark was a Spring
Creek pioneer of the class who build well for
the State. He reared a large family and has
many descendants now residents of the county
and worthy people.
About the year 1848, Peyton Culver and
John Robinson settled near Bates on the southwest quarter, of section 14, and began the erection of a new sawmill on Spring Creek. They
never completed it. The uncertainty of the
adequacy of the power and other discouragements led to its abandonment, and after a year
or two they removed to Marysville, Benton
County.
William Pennell, H. H. Meredith, J. D.
Kirkpatrick, George Philpot, Jonathan R.
Pratt, Edwin Brown and Samuel Newell were
among the ver,y few additions to the population
of the county during the years 1848 and 1849.
The number was small but they were of exGeorge Philpot reared a
cellent material.
family of five children, some of them being at
this date prominent business men of Cedar
Falls and the vicinity. Jonathan R. Pratt was
the first county judge and one of the original
founders of Waterloo, joining with others in
platting the town. All of those seven men did
well for the county.
THE CENSUS OF

1850.

In 1850, according to the United States

census of that year, there were 26 families in
the county, with a total population of 135 persons: 75 males and' 60 females. The whole
number of children attending school was four,
and there were two births and two deaths during that year. There were 389 acres of improved land; farming implements valued at
$655; 15 horses, 39 cows, 28 oxen, 41 head of
other cattle, 40 sheep and 183 hogs. The entire productions of the county in that year were
160 bushels of wheat, 2,150 bushels of corn,
mo bushels of oats, 75 bushels of buckwheat,
120 pounds of wool, 3,364 pounds of maple
sugar, and 615 pounds of hon~y. In 1852 the
population had increased to 3 I 5.
FIRST BIRTHS, WEDDINGS AND DEATHS.

The first white child born in the county was
Jennette, daughter of ·W illiam Sturgis, born
October 1, 1846. The first white male child
was Henry F. Adams, son of E. D. Adams,
\Yho was born three days after Jennette Sturgi s. The third birth was that of Emily Hanna.
March 7, 1847.
The first wedding, so far as can now be ascertained, was that of James Virden and Charlotte Pratt, at the house of Jonathan R. Pratt
at Cedar City. The license was obtained from
the county judge of Buchanan County, February 25, 1851, and the wedding took place on
the 27th, George Vv. Hanna. justice of the
peace, officiating. The records of Buchanan
County show the following marrjages under
that jurisdiction, viz.: David S. Pratt and Jane
Sturgis, license issued September 16, married
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by Edwin Brown, justice of the peace, September 21, 1851; James S. Hampton and Mary
Ann Payne, license dated June 22, married June
27, 1852, by George W. Hanna, justice of the
peace; Marquis L. Knapp and Mary Streeter,
licensed September 3, married September1 S,
1852, by George W. Hanna, justice of the
peace;James Keeler,Jr., and Cornelia Streeter,
married September 21, 1852, by James Keeler,
justice of the peace; Adam Shigley and Aurelia
S. Harwood, license issued June 13, 1853, married June r 4, by Benoni Harris, local preacher.
The first marriage of any resident of Black
Hawk County, however, was that of James
Newell. His wife died June 2, 1847, and his
family, one an infant born May 21, 1847,
needed the care of a mother; accordingly he
found Mrs. Howard in Cedar County, and
married her there, November. 7, 1847.
The first death was that of James Monroe
Hanna, infant son of George W. and Mary
Hanna, who d'ied October 18, 1845. The second was that of Mrs. James Newell, June 2,
1847. The third death, so far as is known,
was that of Mary Virden, two years old,
daughter of \i\Tilliam Virden, whose clothes
took fire accidentally, and she was so badly
burned that she died soon after, in 1848.
In 1847, Rev. Mr. Collins, a missionary of
the Methodist Episcopal Church, visited the
region and held religious s~rvices in Mr. Mullan's cabin at Prairie Rapids and at other
places in the county where there were any settlers to listen to him. Rev. Mr. Johnson, also
a Methodist, preached to the pioneers of Black
Hawk a little later in the same year.

NEW BUSINESS ESTABLISHMENTS.

The summer of 1850 marked a new era in
Black Hawk County and Sturgis Falls ( Cedar
Falls).
Andrew Mullarky removed from Freeport,
Illinois, to the falls and' brought with him a
stock of goods and opened a store that season.
The store was an acquisition to the village and
the county and a convenience for settlers for
many miles west and north. Hitherto a trip to
the river towns had been necessary for every
little article wanted; wanted not merely as a
something one might like to have, but wanted
as a necessity of the situation. The Mullarky
store came in and made it convenient to get
many necessities which it had taken much time
and often great trouble to secure. And he was
a man who fully comprehended the wants of
early settlers and pioneers, and' had the business
sagacity to see the value to himself of keeping
such a well selected stock of goods that no one
need go farther than Sturgis Falls to have his
wants satisfied.
Andrew Mullarky came with other members of his family from County Mayo, Ireland,
in 1830, when he was but ro years of age. He
had lived in several different States before he
reached Cedar Falls in 1850 when he was 34
years of age. He had been in business and,
possessing an unusually bright mind, had
learned much and had' broadened out big, like
the country that he had passed through. His
ideas were broad guage, liberal and progressive, and he was a force in promoting the advancement of his town and county. But his
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career of usefulness was cut short by death. He
was accidentally drowned in the mill-race December 12, 1863.
Over half a century of the most remarkable
development noted in the annals of Time in
the arts and sciences, through discoveries and
inventions, through whose instrumentaliti es a
new world has been created, bas passed; and
yet, it seems strange that some one had not
opened a store at Sturgis Falls at an earlier
elate than 1850. The Overmans, J. M. and D.
C., and Edwin Brown, who came in 1847, had
dug a mill-race and put up a sawmill in 1848,
which made the place the center of attraction:
the point where settlers came from far ~ff to
have their logs sawed into lumber. But in 1850
these same men added a grist mill, a crude
affair, the burrs of which were made from a native boulder, to their manufacturing plant, the
first in all this part of the State. This gristmill was a great thing for the new country.
People had begun raising corn and wheat and
this improvement enabled them to provide
stuffs for home use and saved the hundred mile
drive to the older settlements. It was a drawing attraction and was patronized' from nearly
a hundred miles away. The business eye of
Mullarky saw what this grist-mill meant; it
meant larger mills as the country developed and
the location of a business center, and he took
advantage of the opportunities for trade which
it promised. The sawmill must, owing to the
scarcity of timber, be only a temporary affair,
but a flouring mill meant business as long as
grain grew.

THE FIRST POST OFFICES.

A post office was established in 1850 \\'if
D. C. Overman as postmaster. The mail was.
carried on horseback and the office was located
in Postmaster Overman's hat and delivered by
him. In this way it happened that the first
free delivery office in the United States was established at Cedar Falls, the name given the
newly established office. The receipts of the
first quarte1~ were $2.50. The second post
office was established at vVaterloo in 1851,
Charles Mullan, postmaster. Up to that time
the settlement was known as Prairie Rapids.
The seven signers of the petition asking a post
office had not agreed upon the name to be given
it and Mr. Mullan, who had circulated the petition, when he carried it to Cedar Falls to get
the signature of the postmaster at that place, in
looking over a post office directory fell upon the
name "Waterloo," which he thought had the
right ring to it. He selected the name and
thereafter the place was known as Waterloo.
In due time the papers were received, elated
December 29, 1851, and with these papers was
the appointment of Charles Mullan, postmaster.
At this time Cedar Falls was the chief settlement in the county and, in fact, in this region. The natural advantages of the place and
the beautiful and picturesque surroundings left
no doubt in the minds of the settlers that it
was to become the chief city and business emporium of this section of Iowa. The location
of the county seat there was deemed a certainty,
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and no thought of Waterloo as a rival in business, or as a rival for county seat honors disturbed the minds or dreams of the people. Post-
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master Overman did not hesitate to endorse the
petition for a post office at the clown river settlement.

CHAPTER III
ORGANIZATION OF THE COUNTY
THE FIRST ELECTIONS-CITIZENS ASSESSED IN 1851-MAIL ROUTES AND STATE ROADS-THE

FIRST ENTRIES OF LAND-VOTING

PRECINCTS-LOCATION OF

THE

COUNTY SEAT-

COUNTY ORGANIZATION-FOURTH OF JULY CELEBRATION.
TH E FIRST ELECTIONS.

Black Hawk County was created 111 1843,
its boundaries being established by an act of the
Territorial Legislature of Iowa, approved February 17, 1843. By the terms of the same act
it was attached to Delaware County for judicial
election and revenue purposes. By an act of
January 17, 1845 , it was attached to Benton
•County, and under this jurisdiction one election
was held at the house of E. D. Adams neap
' turgis Falls, on April 14, 1846. There is no
-account or record of the number of votes cast
at this election. George W. Hanna, ·E. D.
Adams and John Melrose were the judges of
election and William Sturgis and a man from
Benton County, the clerks. George W. Hanna,
E. D. Adams and John Melrose were elected
justices of the peace. There were no other officers elected, so far as is known, neither constables nor clerk, and the presumption is that
the justices were permitted as a convenience for

the settlement of local disputes and differences
in the section so far: removed from the civil
administration of Benton County.
There ,,·as no other election held in the
county until 185 I. By an act of the State Legislature of Iowa, approved February 5, 1851,
Black Hawk, Bremer, Butler and Grundy counties were attached to Bucha11an County for
judicial, election and revenue purposes.
The first action taken by the commissioners
of Buchanan County, relating to Black Hawk
County, was in an order setting off Black Hawk
and Br.emer counties into separate election districts. This order would imply that the t•.1·0
had previously constituted one election precinct, but why does not clearly appear, as no
election had been held in this county since
1846 when it was under the jurisdiction of Denton County.
This first election under the new relations
was held at the house of J. T. Barrick on the
28th clay of April. 1851. There are no records
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of matters relating to that election other than
the order of the commissioners of Buchanan
County setting t_he elate for holding it. But
previous to the death of George \V. Hanna, it
was learned from him that he was re-elected
and Edwin Brown was elected justice of the
peace, and that John Melrose and Norman
\Villiams were elected constables.
CITIZENS ASSESSED IN I 8 5 I.

The assessment rolls of Buchanan County,
on which the names of Black Hawk County
settlers appear, \\·ere made in 1851, when the
following citizens of Black Hawk County \\'ere
assessed, viz.: E. D. Adams, F. Davenport,
D. S. Pratt & Company, vVilliam Virden,
Overman & Company, - - Bro,vn, D. C.
Overman, E. Brmvn, J. Morgan. :Mahlon Lupton, F. Hohiner, A. Mullarky, George Philpot,
Davie! Davis, George W. Hanna, John Melrose, John Virden, R. Jones, L. Dmn~ing,
William Sturgis, Henry S. Crumrine, Jame$
Wadell, Charles Mullan, George Ellis, Hiram
Hampton, James Virden, G. B. \i\Thite, John
Crumrine, J. L. Kirkpatrick, J. H. Pennell,
Charles McCaffree, Thomas Pinner, A. Nims,
l\Ioses Bates, 0. H. Badon (Hayden), - Layseur, J. H. McRoberts, John Clark, Isaac
Virden, C. H. Wilson, S. Wick, Perrin Lathrop, J. R. Pratt, Thomas Newell, S. S. Knapp,
l\1. L. Knapp, C. F. Jaquith, Benjamin Knapp,
Elbridge ( G) Young, A. C. Finney, John Fairbrother, W. W. Paine, J. T. Barrick and S. T.
Vail.
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MAIL ROUTES AND STATE ROADS.

The Third General Assembly, by a joint
resolution, approved February 5, 1851, instructed the Iowa Senators and requested her
Representatives in Congress to use their influence to secure to the people of the State 46
additional mail routes; among them were; ( 19)
from Cedar Falls in Black Hawk County to
Fort Clark on the Des Moines River; ( 29)
from Centerville in Fayette County, by way of
Cedar Falls in Black Hawk County, to the
county seat of Marshall County.
By act of the Third General Assembly,
approved February 5, 1851, State roads ,vere
provided for in Black Hawk County as follows:
James Allensworth, of Linn County, John
Alexander, of Benton County, and David S.
Pratt, of Black Hawk, were appointed to locate
and establish a State road from Center Point
in Linn County, on the most practicable route
to Marysville in Benton County, thence in a
northwesterly direction via the residence of
James Virden to the Big \Voocls near the residence of John H. Messenger, to Rice's old trading house.
Thomas W. Close and Isaac L. Hathaway,
of Buchanan County, and Andrew Mullarky, of
Black Hawk County, were appointee! to lay out
and establish a State road from Independence
to Cedar Falls.
John T. Barrick, Edwin Brown and David
S. Pratt were appointed to locate a State road
from Cedar Falls in Black Hawk County, to
the county seat of Marshall County.
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Samuel Da\·is, Benjamin Knapp and Daniel Parker, to locate a State roacl from Cedar
Falls to Fort Clark.
Charles Mullan, James Virclen ancl William
Pennell to locate a State roacl from Independence to intersect the roacl from Cedar Rapicls
to Cedar Falls. at or near the re.siclence of
Charles Mullan.
TIIE FIRST ENTRIES OF LAND

...

In each township in the county, made at
United States Land Office, are as follows:
TO\rnship 90, range 11 (Lester)-Joseph
Potter£ entered a part of section 36. July 21,
1851: Caspar RO\\·se entered a. part of section
14, July 23, 1851: Da\·id S. \Vilson. H. \V.
Sanford, Freclerick E. Bissell, George Counts,
John Somers. Ah·in S. :i\JcDo\\·ell and John
Stobie -entered land in this tom1ship in 1852.
Township 90, range I 2 (Bennington).Allen C. Fuller entered a part of section 36.
July 20. 1854. Nearly all the land iii this
tom1ship ,\·as entered in 1855.
Township 90,range 13 (Mount Vernon)\Villiarn Bergin entered a part of section 3, July
21, 18 52 ; Thomas Gordon entered a part of
section 3; ·W illiam Joshua, · Barney ancl \Villiam Kern entered in 1852.
Township 90. range 14 (\Vashington ancl
Union)-Jarnes \V. True entered July 18,
1850: Benjamin Knapp entered a part of section 27. :\Tovember 1. 1850: James T\e,Yell entered January 18. 1851: John Fairbrother. C.
H. \\Tilson, Valorious Thomas. E. G. Young.
C. F. Jaquith. \Villiam Kern. John C. Higginson. James L. Cumons. Margaret Roberts.
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Simon \Vyatt, Jr., James S\\'een, Alfred Goss,
Solomon S. Knapp, James Carlisle, S. M.
Knapp, Jesse ::.\Iorgan and others entered in
1851.
TO\rnship 89, range 1 r (Barclay)-Joseph
Potter£ entered a part of section 13, and Ed\\·ard l\loiney entered a part of section 12, June
16, 1851.
Township 89, range 12 (partly in Poyner
and partly in East \Vaterloo ) -John Crumrine
entered a part of sections 31 and 32, December
5, 1850; Caleb H. Booth, John L. Kirkpatrick
and Joseph M. Pennell entered in 1852.
Township 89, range 13 (Waterloo ancl East
Waterloo )-Alvin R. Dunton entered parts of
sections 22 and 23, July 24, 1847; George \IV.
Hanna entered a part of section 17 and the
northeast fractional half of section 26, July 26,
1847; John Hersley entered a part of section
21, September 13, 1849; James \Vaddell entered a part of section 6: \Villiam M. Dean,
John M. McDonald, H. S. Crumrine, Lyman
Downing entered in 1850, and Andrew Mullarky, John Adams, Norman \V. Tottingham,
Richard Goodwin, Oscar Virden, S. B. Philpot,
James \Vilson. America l\Iullan, \Villiam Virden. Cephas Clearwater, Peter Powers and
Jacob \Vitten entered in 1852 .
TO\rnship 89, range q (Cedar Falls)\\'illiam Sturgis entered a part of section 12,
October 9. 1847; Jackson Taylor entered in
18.49; George Philpot entered in 1850.
TO\rnship 88, range 11 (Fox)-Frederick
E. Bissell entered September 29. 1852; John A.
Dunham entered a part of section 19. Novemher IO. 1852.

~.

,
~'

I

.)

'

BLACK HAWK COUNTY COURT HOUSE, WATERLOO

AND REPRESENTAT IVE CITIZENS.

Township 88, range I 2 ( Poyner and
Cedar)-H. vV. Sanford entered February 1,
1850; Samuel O\Yens entered· a part of section
6. June 6, 1850.
Tom1ship 88, range 13 (Orange)-Samue l
O\,·ens entered January 6, 1850.
Township 88, range 14 (Black Hawk)Robert A. Jones entered December r 7, r 8 5 r.
Township 87, range rr (Spring Creek)Moses Bates entered parts of sections r r, r 2 and
14, September r r, 1849.
Township 87, range 12 (Cedar and Big
Creek)-David Baker entered a part of section 3, and Samuel D. vVarner entered a part
of section 15, January 2, 1852; Otto F. Hayden
entered a part of section 2, July ro, 1852.
Township 87, range 13 (Eagle)-Joseph
H. Mead and Cicero Close ei1terecl section 13,

January 3, 185--1-.
TO\rnship 87, range 14 (Lincoln)-Maclison E. Hollister and \Vatson V. Coe entered
July 5. 1854.
VOTING PRECINCTS.

In April, 1851, the county comm1ss1oners
of Buchanan County erected Black Ha\\"k
County into a Yoting precinct, and ordered an
election. In August of that year, the county
commissioners \\"ere superseded by a county
Juoge. March 8. 1852, the County Court of
Buchanan cliviclecl Black Ha,Yk County into
two yoting precincts, as follows:
Ordered, That all that portion of Black Ha\\'k
County lying north of the ccrrection line* and west
*This correction line falls at the south line of
ships numbered 89.

t!ie
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of the Cedar River compose one precinct to be called

Black Hawk Precinct, and tlfat an election be held in
said precinct on the first Monci.ay in April next, at the
house of Andrew Mullarky; and Edwin Brown, E. D.
Adams and Samuel Wick are hereby app'o inted judges
of election.
It is further ordered, That all that part of Black
Hawk County south of Black Hawk Creek ' and west of
Cedar River, together with all that portion south of tht
correction line and east of Cedar River, shall compose
one precinct to be called Cedar Precinct, and that an
election shall be held in said precinct on the first Monday in April next, at the house of J. A. Durham; and
Charles -Mullan, J. A. Durham and Moses Bates are
hereby appointed judges of election.

There are no records to show that elections
were held at the places and times designated,
except that on the 3d clay of May, 1852, Judge
Roszell ordered the payment of the j uclges of
election aforesaid, from which it is to be inferred that the elections took place.
Cedar precinct was divided October 2,
1852, by order of the County Court of Buchanan County, as follows:
Ordered, By the Court, that the precinct called
Cedar Precinct, in Blad, Hawk County, be divided, and
that part lying west of Cedar River shall form one precinct to be called Cedar Precinct, and that portion lying
east of Cedar River shall form a ne\\' precinct to be
called Prairie Precinct; and the Court orders an election to be held in said precinct on the 2d clay of November next, at the house of John A. Durham. for the
purpose of voting for Presidential Electors.
It is fw-ther 01·dered, By the Court. that Prairie
Precinct extend one mile north of the correction line,
and be boul)decl on the north by the section line running parallel with the correction line, at a distance of
one mile north of said correction line.

There are no records of this election; no
poll books are to be found either in the Buchanan or Black Hawk County archives; 1:.ut
it is said that the first election \Yas held at the
house of Benjamin \Vinsett and that James H.
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Hampton was elected clerk; Na than Poyner,
justice of the peace, and T. Van Eaton, con/
stable.
Among the ancient papers preserved in the
office of the county auditor, are lists of real ancl
personal property in Prairie precinct, Black
Hawk County, made in the spring of 1853,
from which the following ~arnes of residents
are compiled: Benjamin \Vinsett, John Clark,
Felix G. \Valker, T. B. Van Eaton, \Vilson
Sawyer. Edmund Sawyer, Thomas Poyner & .
Company, John, Perry, Joseph Perry. vVilliam
Pennell. •Mispµh S. Oxley, George McConnell,
Charles l\IcCaffi-.ee, Michael Lanning, Stephen
Howell, John Helton, Steven Helton, J. H.
Hampton, Daniel \Valker, Henry Gray. D. G.
Ellis, Jacob Bunting, Barney Bouck, George
Arthur, Elizabeth Crumrine, George Clark,
Henry Clark.
On June 26. 1852, the County Court of
Buchanan Count.y levied a tax on the'taxable
property of the county of Buchanan, and counties attached. \'iz.: Black Hawk, Bremer, Butler and Grundy. The tax was one and one-half
mills on the dollar for State purposes, four
mills for county, one-half mill for schools and
one mill for roads.
On March 16, 1853, Charles M'ullan was
appointed justice of the peace to fill a vacancy
until the April election. On June 30th. a ncancy having occurred in the office of justice
of the peace in and for the county of Black
Hawk, by the removal . from said county of
George \V. Hanna. the court appointed George
\V. Christie to serve until August, 1853.
By act approYecl January 22, 1853. the

counties of Dubuque, Delaware, Clayton, Allamakee, \Vinneshiek, Fayette, Buchanan, Black
Ha\\'k, Bremer, Chickasa,,· and Howard were
constituted the Second Judicial Circuit.
By act approved January 22, 1853, E. L.
Adams, of Black Ha\\'k, Daniel Freeley, of
Buchanan, and H. D. \Vood, of Delaware,
were appointed to locate a State road from
Cedar Falls, via Greeley settlement, and Richardson's Grove, in Buchanan, Turner's Mill.
Eads' Grove and Dickson settlement to Buena
Vista, in Clayton County.
E .' A. Bunn, ~f Black Ha\\·k, John Blunt, of
Ch)ckasaw, and W. C. Stanberry, of Benton.
were appointed to locate a State road from Fremont (Vinton), Benton County, to \Vaterloo;
thence· to John l-L Messenger's, in Bremer
County; thence to Bradford., in Chicka :,aw
County.
James Newell, Jesse Morgan and \Villiam
Payne were appoihted to locate a State road
from Cedar r◄ alls through Beayer ancl Goben
Groves, in Butler · County, through Babas
Gro\'e, in Floyd County, thence to Clear Lake.
By joint resolution, January 22, 1853, the
Legislature askeci• for a mail route from the
county seat of Black Hawk County to Fort
Doclge; for extra line from Dubuque to Ceclar
Falls, in Black Hawk County, by a four-horse
coach three times a week.
By the appointment of 1853. the counties of
Fayette, Chickasaw, Butler, Bremer, Black
Hawk. Grundy, Franklin. Cerro Gordo. Floyd.
HO\nrd. Mitchell and \V orth \\'ere constituted
the Third Congressional District, entitled to
one representative.

•

A?\D REPRESENTAT IVE CITIZENS.

I

LOC.\TIOK OF THE COUNTY SEAT.

39

of Black Hawk, which said lots are now deeded by
the proprietors of said \'illage to the county, and are
described as follows: Lots 2 and 3, in Block 4; Lots
I, 2, 3 · and 4, in Block 15; Lots 6 and 7, in Block II;
Lots 6 and 7, in Block 12; Lots 6 and 7, in Block 13;
Lots 6 and 7, in Block 23; Lots 6 and 7, in Block 24;
Lots 2 ard 7, in Block 33; Lots 3, 6 and 7, in Block
34; Lots 3 and 6, in Block 35; Lots 3 and 7, in Block
32; Lots 2 and 3, in Block 25; Lots 2 and 3, in Block
22; Lots 2 and 3, in Block 36; Lots 6 and 7, in Block_
. 37; Lots 6 and 7, in Block 38; Lots 3 and 6, in Block
30; Lots 3 and 6, in Block 29; Lots 3 and 6, in Block
28; Lots 3 and 6, in Block 27; Lots 3 and 6, in Block
31 ; Lots 2 and 7, in Block 26; Lots 2 and 7, in Block
19; Lot 2, in Block 14 in the village of Cedar Falls, in
Black Hawk County, Iowa; also Lots 1, 2 and IO, in
•Block 4; and Lots 3, 4 and 5, in Block 3, in Dean and
Garrison's addition to the said village of Cedar Falls,
in Black Hawk County, Iowa, and designate the said
lots collectively by the name of Cedar Falls, county
seat of Black Ha wk County.
( Signed,)
A. J. LowE,
S. S. McCLURE,
Euw ARD BREWER,

Section I of "An Act to locate the seat of
justice of Black Hawk County," approved
January 22, 1853, provided, "That A. J. Lowe,
of De]aware County, S. S. McClure and Ecl\Yard Brewer, of the County of Buchanan, be
and they are hereby appointed commissioners
to locate and establish the seat of justice of
Black Hawk County. Said commissioners, or
any two of them, shall meet at the house of E.
D. Ad:ams, in Black Hawk County, on the
first Monday of May next, or within two
. months thereafter, as a majority of them may
agree, in pursuanct; of their duties," etc. By
the same act, the counties of Bremer, Grundy
and Butler were attached to Black Hawk for
judicial, election and revenue purposes.
Commissioners.
On the 9th clay of June, 1853, the commisCOUNTY ORGANIZATION.
sioners tnet at the house of E. D. Adams, in the
village of Cedar Falls, and performed their
The county seat haying been authoritatively
duties under the law. The following report aplocated,
the people of the county began to think
pears of record on the minute book of the
about organiiatioIT, and justly considered themcotmty, judge of Buchanan County:
selves capable of running county 11,1achinery of
A Record of Commissioners' proceedings, locating the
their own. The following entry on the records
co1111ty seat of Blacli Hawk:
of Buchanan County, made January 30, 1853,
A. J. Lowe, S. S. McClure, Edward Brewer, Commissioners. sworn on the 6th day of June, 1853, before indicates that a petition was circulated for an
0. H. P. Roszell, County Judge of• Buchanan. We, organizing election very soon after the location
the undersigned Commissioners, appointed by an act of
of the county seat.
the Legislature of the State
of Iowa, approved Jan. 22,
1853, to locate and establish the county seat of Black
Hawk County, would respectfullrreport that, after complying with the requisitions of the law in relation
t hereto, we met at the place specified, and within the
time required by said act, and proceeded to examine
said county, and on mature deliberation, after said examination, have selected certain lots, hereinafter
de,ignated. in the \'illage of Cedar Falls, in said county

A majority of the legal voters of Black Hawk
County having petitioned for the calling of an election
in said county, for the election of county officers, it
is thereupon · ordered that an election be held in said
county on the first Monday in August next, for the
election of count)'" officers in and for said county. to wit:
A County Judge, Sheriff. Clerk of District Court, Recorder and County Surveyor, for the term of two years

I
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from ·t'hat date, as the law provides; also a Prosecuting
Attorney, for the term of one year; and a School Fund
Commission6, and a Drainage Commissioner, to hold
their rdpective offices until the first Monday in April,
1853 [4?].

which clay all their official bonds were filed and
approved, and they entered upon the discharge
of their official duties. Black Hawk County
\Yas now completely organized, with a government of its own.
The county must have been ready for busi-•
ness some time previous to that date, probably
from the time that Judge Pratt was sworn in,
of which there is no record, for it is of record
that the judge of Buchanan County was, on
August 12, 1853, ordered to deliver to John
Virden, sher.if£ of Black Hawk County, all the
papers and records in his possessi_on relating to
Bla"ck Hawk County, and attached to this list
is an enumeration of the papers and records
turned over.
The business of the county in the early clays
was without, as any one will •discover who attempts to obtain it, ex·act information concerning par~icular events, · and it was undoubtedly
so with the several counties with which Black
Ha\\'k had been connected before setting up on
her own account. Of the papers turned 0'.'er,
nothing remams but their enumeration in the

The first election was unquestionably held
as ordered above, but the poll books and tally
lists are not to be found. They were returned
to the County judge of Buchanan County, and
by him turned over, with other documents, to
the county authorities of Black Hawk after the
election, as appears of record, but they are not
accessible. It would be interesting to know the
names of the persons who organized this county
a quarter of a century ago.
At that first election, however, held on the
first Monday in August, 1853, the following
officers were elected, viz.: County judge, Jonathan R. Pratt; treasurer and recorclt~r, Aaron
Dow ; clerk of the District Court, John H.
Brooks; prosecuting attorney, ·W illiam L.
Christie; sheriff, John Virden; school fund
commissioner, H. H. Fowler; d'rainage commissioner, Norman Jackson; coroner, Edmund
Butterfield; county surveyor, Charles Mullan.
It is said that there was no person in the order.
county at that time authorized to administer
FOURTH OF JULY CELEBRATION.
the oath of office to the new county officers;
consequently, on the 9th clay of August, Mr. • July 4, 1853, ,Yas celebrated by the people
Pratt, County judge elect, went to Indepen- of the county at \i\T aterloo. A brush tent or
dence, where the oath of office was duly admin- arbor was erected on the bank of the river,
istered to him by the County judge of Bu- above Mill square. The Declaration of Inclepenclence was reac.1; speeches made by John Virchanan County, 0. H. P. Roszell. .
The first recorded act of the first County den, John H. Brooks and others; a picnic dinCourt of Black Hawk County was the aclmin- ner by the assembled multitude; after which
istering of the oath of office to the other county the usual patriotic toasts \Yere read and apofficers elect, on the 17th clay of .\ugust, on propriate responses macle.
C

,

CHAPT ER IV
BLACK HAWK COVNTY ASSVMES CONTROL OF HER OWN AFFAIRS
TAXES-THE FIRST MARRIAGE LICENSE-THE FIRST DAMS ACROSS THE CEDAR~ THE FIRST
TERM OF THE DISTRICT COURT-AN INCIDENT OF THE COUNTY SEAT CONTEST-MAIL
ROUTES AND STATE ROADS-THE SECOND TERM OF THE DISTRICT COURT-THE COURT
HOUSE ORDERED TO BE BUILT-ELECTION IN BEHALF OF THE DUBUQUE & PACIFIC
RAILROAD--:JNCIDE NTS OF THE YEAR OF HIGH
ADVENT OF THE

WATER-STEAMBO AT NAVIGATION-THE

"BLACK HAWK"-LAST MEETING OF INDIAN TRIBES IN THIS SECTION.

Black Hawk County became completely organized, with a government of its own, on August 17, 1853, when County Judge Jonathan
R. Pratt, who had previously taken his oath
of office before the County judge ;f Buchanan
County, ·o. H. P. Roszell, administered the
oath of office to the other county officers elect,
,rho filed their seyeral official bonds, duly approved, and entered upon the discharge of their
officiaJ duties.
Among the first acts of importance, by the
County Court of record was that of setting oft
Butler County as a voting precinct, at that time
attach eel to Black Ha wk •County for revenue
and other purposes.
TAXES.

The County Court at the August session
m 1853 fixed the rate of taxation as follows:
Six mills on the dollar for county purposes.

including the support of the poor, with a poll
tax of 50 cents each on able-bodied men under
50 years of age; for the support of schools onehalf mill, for road purposes one mill, for State
pu:poses one and one-quarter mills, making in
all eight and three-quarters mills on the dollar.
· The total amount of taxable property in the
county at that time, as shown by the returns of
the assessor of Buchanan County, was $91,608.81. This did not include the town lots in
Cedar Falls, which were omitted from the report transferred from Buchanan County, Judge
Pratt requested the correction of this omission,
which was d~ne. The tax collected, not including $59.59 on Cedar Falls town lots, was $873.
The organization of the county into civil
townships became an important part of the
County judge's duties. A full list of the townships and when and how organized is given
elsewhere.
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THE FIRST MARRIAGE LICENSE

Issued by the organized county was one to
Henry Clark, aged 23 years, and Sarah J. Winsett, aged 18 years. Mr. Clark had consider,able difficulty in obtaining the requisite license.
lie came up to Waterloo, forded the river,
found the clerk of the court, John H. Brooks,
who informed the anxious young man that the
County judge was the proper authority to issue marriage licenses. J uclge Pratt lived at
Ceclqr, City, but he,- said the sympathizing
Brooks, was absent from , home, and it was very
doubtful whether the necessary papers were
accessible. At the earnest solicitation of Mr.
Clark, Mr. Brooks accompanied him to Cedar
City, where they found that Judge Pratt was
not only away from home, but that his trunk
was locked. Inside that tr,u nk was the paper
Clark · wanted. The clerk was equal to the
emergency, however; with a knife for a screwdriver he soon removed the lock, found the
necessary paper, which he made out and delivered to Clark on the 27th day of September,
1853. On the 29th, the couple were joined in
matrimony, at Spring Creek, Rev. C. N. Moberly officiating on the happy occasion. Four
other, marriage licenses were issued before January 1, 1854.
THE FIRST DAMS ACROSS THE CEDAR.

William Sturgis began the erection of a
dam across the Cedar at Sturgis Falls in 1845,
but men being scarce and settlers few, the project for the time was dropped. He had gone

no farther than to get out some timbers for the
r
purpose. In 1848 the O,·ermans and Edwin
Brown, men of some means, appeared upon the
scene and bought Sturgis' claim, including the
water power, and erected a clam of brush and
logs-the first clam within the limits of the
county. This clam was built in 184.8.
The second clam to be erected was at Waterloo, by James Eggus in the summer of 1854.
There is nothing of record to show that Sturgis
or the Overmans and Brown asked leave of any
authoi:ity to build their dam; it may be presumed that they did. Eggus received permission from the County Court to const:uct a clam
across the Cedar, Fiver at the Yillage of \i\Tat~rloo, in accordance with an act of the Territorial
Legislature of Iowa, approyecl February 15,
1843, and filed a bond in the sum of $2,000,
"as required by law." He located the clam a
short distance above where the clam now stands,
made it of logs and brush, and within two
iuonths had it c~mpletecl, raising the water two
feet. That clam, concealed by the greater depth
of water resulting from the higher one later
built, is still there and visible in very low
water. Citizens crossed oyer the river on it
not many years since during a very dry
season. A sawmill was built at the same time.
There were scattereal settlements in almost
every part of the county at this time, and acldi.tions were being made to them from· t{me to
time; but there was no stirring business clone
by the County Court until the question of the
location of the county seat came up, the particulars of which are given in the succeeding
chapter.

AND REPRESENTATIVE CITIZENS.

THE FIRST TERM OF THE DISTRICT COURT

Hon. Thomas S. \Vilson. judge of the Second Judicial District of Iowa, appointed June
27, 1854, as the elate of opening court in Black
Hawk County. Court was held accordingly
commencing on that clay. A petit jury was impaneled consisting of Jesse Shimer, James
Hampton, Thomas R. Points, Joseph Brov,rn,
Zimri Streeter, J. D. Dewey, \Villiam H. Virden, J. C. Hubbard and Myron Smith. No
grand jury was summoned.
The first case entered was that of Matthew
Bevard vs. John A. Dunham, attachment. In
this case, D. L. Deyo appeared as attorney for
plaintiff, but it appears to have been settled a1;d
plaintiff's demand paid previous to the term of
court, and was ordered to be stricken from the
docket.
The second entry was the petition of Emeline Peterson vs. William Peterson for divorce;
but the petitioner failed to appear, and the suit
was discontinued at her cost.
The other cases entered in this term were
G. W. Burton vs. L. D. C. Maggart, D. C. Overman vs. John Brooks, J. R. Pratt 1 s. William
True, Henry Mellin vs. Covil & Butterfield.
On motion of D. S. vVilson_, William H.
McClure, a practicing attorney of the State of
,New York, was admitted to practice in the
courts of Iowa.
The jury was discharged and the court adjourned, having been in session one clay.
There appear to have been present at the
first term of court in Black Hawk County, D.
S. \iVilson, Esq .. of Dubuque; D. L. Deyo, of
1
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Independence and William H. McClure, the
latter being admitted to practice in the mornmg.
THE

CENSUS

OF BLACK

HA WK

COUNTY

FOR

1854
Shows a total population of 2,488, of which
1,385 were male:j, and 1,103 females. There
were 603 voters, 523 militia men, and 14 aliens.
AN INCIDENT OF THE CO.U NTY SEAT CONTEST.

There was some talk among \Vaterloo citizens of an effort to cl1ange the location of'the
county seat in 1854. It was only talk, as viothing can be learned of any definite action having
been taken of an official nature. And yet W. ·
H. Brott, who was a young man at the time,
relates as actual experience ·an incident which
carries with it the idea, at least, of what was
going to happen.
A party of young men from vVaterloo
headed by 0. E. Hardy went to Cedar Falls
for the purpose of removing the county records
and offices to \iVaterloo. They had, it 1s surmised, reinforced their natural courage with a
quantity of the "forty rod," a common drink
of the time which, indulged in to a certain extent, made an individual weigh a ton and able
to "lick" his weight in wild cats. The Cedar
Falls people had been advised of their comi1-1g
anci" were also stimulated to equal weight and
fighting ability, and were likewise around for
the occasion with a large quantity of old eggs,
a noxious compound of villainous odors rival-

I '
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mg Greek fire. They met the \Vaterloo brig- j to locate a road from Cedar Rapids, y1a Bear
ade with a heavy fire of these odoriferous ex- Creek Mill and Vinton, to Cedar Falls.
\Villiam P. Hammon, of Bremer, Samuel
plosives, centering the shots on the valiant Captain Hardy, whose big shining plug made a Sufficool, of Buchanan, and 0. P. Han,·ood,
particularly attractive mark. The Captain and of Floyd, to locate a road from Independence,
his command, dripping with the odorous con- via Barclay"°;' \Vaverly, St. Charles and Floyd
tents of the shells, beat a hasty retreat, scoring Center, to the State line, in Mitchell County.
John T. Barrick, - - - Boone and Cornethe first victory for Cedar Falls.
In those clays the County judge was an au- lius Beal, to locate a road from Cedar Falls,
tocrat; in most things his will was the law, and via Hardin City and New Castle. to Fort
it may be possible that the move was made on Dodge.
On January 24, William H. McClure, of
his authority, and because of the futility of the
effort no record was made of it or, if made, was Black Hawk County, Henry H. Griffeth, of
destroyed. It is more likely, however, that Polk, and Thomas S. Griffeth, of \Voodbury,
these young men merely went to Cedar Falls were appointed to locate a State road from
Cedar Falls, via Fort Dodge, in \Vebster
to tell the people what they were going to do.
County, to near the mouth of the Big Sioux
river in Woodbury County.
MAIL ROUTES AND STATE ROADS.
By act approved January 25, 1855, the
By joint resolution approved January 18, counties of Dubuque, Delaware, Buchanan.
1855, tbe Legislature of Iowa asked for addi- Black Hawk and Bremer were constituted the
tional mail facilities in Black Hawk Conuty, as Second Judicial District, and terms of court
' established in Black Hawk County on the first
follows:
From Des Moines, via Nevada. Minerva Monday after the third Monday in March and
Grove, Henry Grove and Eldora, to Cedar September of each year.
By act of January 25, 1855, the counties
Falls, in Black Hawk County. in two-horse
Benton, Black Hawk and Buchanan
Linn,
of
week.
a
coaches, once
From Cedar Falls, via Hardin City ~nd ,,·ere constituted the Twenty-fifth Senatorial
New Castle, to Fort Dodge. in t\yo-horse District, entitled to one Senator. Black Ha,,·k
and Buchanan were constituted the Forty-first
coaches, once a week.
The "Omnibus Road Bill," approved Jan- Representative District, entitled to one Repreuary 24, 1855. provided for the appointment of sentative.
commissioners to locate State roads, as follows:
James B. Kelsey and Thomas B. Stone, of
Linn County, and Harrison Bristol, of Benton,

THE SECOND TERM OF THE DISTRICT COURT

\Vas held at Cedar Falls, March 26, 1855.

"\>JD REPRESE >JTATIVE CITIZEl\S .

Present, lJon. T. S. \Vilson, judge of Second
Judicial District; :\Iartin Bailey, clerk; John
\"irden, sheriff; ancl John Randall, prosecuting
atto1ney.
.\t this term. the first grand jury was impaneled as fol!O\\"S: Henry Sherman, foreman; Benjamin Knapp. Pleasant Morris. E. G.
Young. John \\'ilson. Stephen E\·ans, Henry
Gipe,: M. S. Oxley, Jesse Shim~r, Michael
Bunting, \ Villi am Fisher, C. H. \,Vi Ison, R. P.
Speer, L. L. Pease and B. F. \Vhite.
S. II. Packard, Jr .. and Safford \V. Ra,yson, practicing attorneys. of the State of New
York. ,rere admitted to practice law in the
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way, May 3r, 1855. \\'alter l\JcNally entered
his intentions at the same time. The first naturalization papers \\"ere issued to Andrew H.
Kennedy. a nati\·e of Scotland.
TJ1e September ( I 8 5 5) term of court was
held beginning September 25, at Waterloo,
the ne~ county seat, in Cap\\'ell's Hall, which
was then unfinished, ancl the seats for spectators consisted of boards placec! on nail kegs
and other temporary contrivance s. \Villi am
:\1. Ne,\·ton. J. 0. Williams and \V. L. Christie
were admitted on certerficates to practice, and
B. E. Baker \\·as aclmittecl to the bar after examination by I. S. \Voodward and F. H. \Veb-

ster.
courts of lo,\·a.
The grand jury reported that no bi! I \\·as
THE COURT HOUSE ORDERED TO BE BUILT.
Cowen
l\.I.
John
·us.
State
of
case
found in the
for larceny. and State ·us. Charles Brooks, Jr.,
On the 10th clay of December, 1855, the
Preston
and
Kinsell
William Campbell, Joseph
Court Honse was ordered to be built, the vote
Herrington. and defendants \\"ere discharged on ·changing the county seat from Cedar Falls
in both cases. It is said Cowen came here \\'ith to \Vaterloo having been decided in favo~· of
horses for sale. and \\'hile here indulged in a .the removal. It was ordered to be erected on
little pri\'ate speculation by breaking into the the east side of the Cedar. Rirer in the public
store of B. J. Capwell & Company. and steal- square.
ing a shot bag partially filled with silver. and
Judge Pratt, who located the Court House
various
of
bills
a bead purse ,rith a number of
in the public square, died in June, 1855, and
denominatio ns. He \\·as held to bail for the John Randall. prosecuting attorney, became
crime, deposited the amount himself. ancl left County judge.
for parts unkno,\·11.
Judge Rane! 11, on March 3, 1856, issued
~1artin Bailey, clerk of the court. \\·as ap- the following order:
pointed a general commission er to take depoTVhcrcas. The said County of Black Hawk has no
sitions in all cases pertaining to the business of
the court to report at next term.
The first record of declaration of intention
to become a citizen of the United States was
made by Grunder Osmon, a native of Nor-

Court House or other building or room in which to
transact the general business of the county, consequently
having to rent all rooms now used for such purposes,
and there being a surplus of funds on hand now in the
treasury of said county not appropriated. and the county
being in need of a Court House;

HISTORY .OF BLACK HA WK COUNTY
It is Hereby Ordered, That the surplus money now
in the treasury of said county, or which may hereafter
be coilected into said treasury for the year 1855, be appropriated for the erection of a Court House in the
village of Waterloo, in said county. And that said
county further incur the responsibility of an additional
expense, which, in connection with the surplus money in
the treasury, or which may be as aforesaid, will amount
to $13,000. And, in case such surplus, ,1s above, does not
amount to the said $13,000, the balance above what said
surplus may be shall be paid from the first surplus money
rn the treasury of the said county not otherwise required
or~appropriated. And until there be such a surplus in
said county treasury, the bonds or warrants of said
county be given to the amount of said deficiency.
And it is Furthi'r Ordered, That a contract or provision be made by said County of Black Hawk for the
erection of such Court House in the said village of
\Vaterloo, during the present year of 1856.
J. RANDALL. County Judge.

On . March 7, 1856, a contract ,Yas made
with Giles M. Tinker, for the erection of a
Court House. The contract price was $12,7+7.61; but as to the nature of the building to
be erected the records of the County Court are
silent.
Having entered into a contract to build a
Court House, it became necessary for Judge
Randall to determine where, on the east. side,
it should be located. This \\'as under his control, although under the pledges made prior
to his election, the people thought they might
have sonie voice in the matter. But the event
proved that the County judge was abundantly
able to locate the building ,,·ithout advice or
assistance from anybody, however public confidence might be betrayed and abused. He
took the responsibility, it appears, for the following entry of record, May 24, 1856:
TVhereas, It being necessary to make a location of
the county building or Court House, the erection of

which has been provided by contract with Giles i\I.
Tinker, in the village of Waterloo:
It is Hereby Ordered, That the location of a Court
House for Black Hawk County, in the, State of Iowa, be
this day made, and that it be upon Block 20, in the village of Waterloo, county of Black Hawk, State of Iowa,
and that the Court House be erected thereon, now contracted for with Giles l\I. Tinker, a11<l the said location
was this day made as above.
J. RANDALL, County Judge.

Many changes and alterations \\'ere made
m the original plans before the building was
completed, and by the time the expensive job
was completed the contractor had recei veci'
more than double the contract price, or about
$27,000, for his \\·ork.
It is a problem to the
uninitiated ho w so much money could have been
put into that building. It is said that the fence
around the lot on which the building stood.
a-lthough looking so modest and unpretentious,
cost nearly $2.200. Lumber. of course, had
to be hauled from Dubuque; but e,·en that does
not account for the excessive cost. The inference is rather strong that there was some "jobbery'' in connection with it. The Court House
"·as completed and occupied by the county officials May +, 1857.
ELECTION IN BEHALF OF THE DUBUQUE & PACIFIC RAILROAD.

In August, 1856, the County Court ordered
an election to be belcl on the 10th day of September, to decide whether the county should
take $200,000 stock in the Dubuque & Pacific
Railroad, at that time being agitated. The
election \\·as held and resulted in the affirmati ,·e. ". hereupon the company agreed to pass

AND REPRESENTATIVE CITIZENS.
through the county via \i\Taterloo and Cedar
Falls, making their stations within one mile of
the center of said towns, and to cross the Ceda_r
Ri \·er at or near the village of Waterloo. The
agreement was signed by J. P. Farley, president. For some reason, this contract was not
consummated; the bonds were printed', but the
County judge refused to sign and issue them,
and the line of the road was afterward changed
to its present location.
On January 19, 1856, George Bishop, S.
P. Brainard and George H. Bemis, practicing
attorneys of Illinois and New York, ,Yere admitted to practice in the courts of Iowa.
On September 22, 1856, Nathaniel Huntington, from Indiana, and James S. George,
from Illipois, were admitted to practice in the
Iowa courts.
On March 23 , 1857, William J. Ackley,
from New York, was admitted to practice; also
l\Ir. Lannbard', D. J. Coleman and Sylyester
Bagg.
By the apportionment of 1857, Black Hawk
County was made the Sixth Representative
District, entitled to one Representative.
On January 28, 1857, James M. Noble, of
Delaware, and H. B. Martin and John F. Duncan, of \Vebster, , ·ere appointed to locate a
State road from Cedar. Falls, via \Vebster City
and' Fort Dodge, to Sioux City.
The first diYorce decreed was in the case of
Eliza Barber vs. Orson Barber, October 2r,
1857.
On July 21, 1857, Francis B. Davison, assignee of- Giles M. Tinker, filed account of
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extra work clone on the Court House, to the
amount of $2,745.98.
INCIDENTS OF THE YEAR OF HIGH WATER.

The year 1858 is noted as the wet season; a season of unparalleled rainfall and
. high water.
Transportation of the necessanes of life from the base of supply
on the Mississippi River was most difficult
and almost next to impossible. The Cedar
River, whatever may have been its previous
record', has never been so high in this county
as it was that season. The people suffered no
end of inconvenience besides much loss from
the continuous rains and high water.
The
Cedar was frightfully high at Cedar Falls, and
completely overflowed Cedar City on the opposite side of the river. It swept away a twostory building, which ,\·as seen sailing down·
the river at vVaterloo.
At \Vaterloo about 200 hundred feet of the
· embankment of the Dubuque & Pacific Railway
was swept away, and the water poured in torrents through two of the ravines on the Wes_t
Side, making havoc with; wood and lumber
piles, and inundating the lower portion of the
t0\n1. Below Waterloo, the river overflowed
its banks for a wide ext.ent.
T,Yo weeks after the first freshet another
heavy storm occurred, which created a higher
freshet than before; and two ,Yeeks later, still
another flood occurred.
On July 19, 1858, two young ladies-Miss
Case and Miss Cusen-were drowned in the
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nver at \Vaterloo. On the 20th, James Dyer
was drowned in the bayou near Cedar City,
and a man was drowned while attemptin g to
cross the river at Gilbertsville, about the same
time.
Many vivici experience s are recalled by old
timers of how they boated about the streets of
\Vaterloo and, to some extent, at Cedar Falls.
For some time the U. S. mail was deli\'ered at
the Post Office, on Commerc ial street, by boat,
a raised platform having been erected on which
to deposit the sacks.
STEAMBOA T

NAVIGAT ION-TI-IE

ADVENT

OF

THE "BLACK HAWK."

In 1858, a steamboat of about mo tons
capacity was built by the citize11s of Cedar
Rapids for the Upper Cedar traffic, and named
the "Black Hawk." That year is noted for the
extreme high water, and almost all the season
the Cedar was high enough for steamboat purposes. A boat was already running clown the
river from Cedar Rapids, and the intention was
to connect with it there, although the freight
had to be transferre d on account of the clam.
On the 8th of October the "Black Hawk''
made its appearanc e at Waterloo amid the wildest excitemen t of the citizens, who fired salutes.
ran up flags, and made other demonstra tions
of joy. The first landing was effected clown
below the island, and subsequen tly the boat
was moved up to the bank near the livery stables. The boat was a stern-whe eler, with J.
]! Snouffer, of Cedar Rapids, as captain, and
the first trip up was of several days' cluration 1

as obstructio ns had lo be remO\·ecl from the
channel, and frequent stoppages were made to
procure ,,·oocl, etc.
On the clay following his arrival. Captain
Snouffer gave a free excursion to the citizens
for a trip clown the river. In the evening the
citizens returned the complime nt by giving the
Captain and the officers of the boat a grand
banquet at Cap,\'ell's Hall, at \\'hich were
speeches, toasts, responses and congratul ations,
and presumab ly the good cheer induced dreams
of a custom house here, with clitect trade established with all European ports.
The ne,Ys of the arrival of the steamboat
excited the citizens of Cedar Falls almost as
much as those at \Vaterloo. The clam across
the river at the latter place, howe,·er, was an
effectual bar to any ad\'ance up the river. and
the people of the former town did not relish
the idea of having \Vaterloo stand at the head
of navigation . Delegatio ns were sent to interview the Captain, and strong threats were
made of tearing out the clam and "raising
Cain" generally. But the Captain made a trial
trip, with Andrew Mullarky, of Cedar Falls, at
the bow to point out the way, and, after after
spending several hours, it was demonstra ted
that the boat could not even reach the clam,
and the citizens up above had to relinquish the
idea of being a port of entry.
Two or three trips were made before the
close of navigation , and the boat was a great
help to the town. Salt which had formerly
sold at $8 per barrel, with only 50 cents profit,
dropped clown to $4, and other bulky articles
in the same proportion . Freights from Chi-
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cago were reduced to 70 cents per hundred,
which was very low· for, the time. Waterloo
became the headquarters for the salt trade for
•
all points north and west.
ln 1859, trips were resumed and continued
until the water got so low that it was impossible
to make the ascent. The last trip, the boat had
to be unloaded at Gilbertsville and her cargo
then hauled by wagon to \Vaterloo. The boat
was afterward taken back to Cedar Rapids,
and what became of it is not known in this
locality.
LAST

MEETING

OF

INDIAN

TRIBES

IN

T l'IIS

SECTION.

lt was on the 5th day of August of that wet
year that the last meeting of Indian tribes in
this section was held. The meeting was called
Little Priest, a \i\Tinnebago chief, who with his
band had arrived late in July at the forks of
the Cedar in what is now vVashington and
Union townships. A messenger had been sent
requesting the Pottawatomie braves to meet
them at that point. The Pottawatomies ar-
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rived opposite Janesville and ferried over, the
river being very high. They formed in battle
array a mile north of James Newell's house,
and marched to the vVinnebago tents in columns I2 deep, breaking into a circle and firing
their guns and beating their drums every hundred yards. When they reached the Winnebago camp, they dismounted and fired a salute,
the squaws taking car.e of the horses. A great
feast was served, and at night the Indians had
a dance, witnessed by many white settlers.
The next morning a council was held, followed
by a speech by Little Priest, followed by smoking the "pipe of peace" at which each Indian
took a puff, the Pottawatomie chief lighting it
and passing it to Little Priest. Goods wer.e
distributed, presumably from some agency.
There were numerous arrivals from Waverly,
Janesville, Cedar, Falls and Waterloo who came
too late to witness the exercises. They endeavored to induce the Indians to repeat the
dance of the night before, but to no purpose.
The Indians packed up at once and were all
gone at the time announced.

CHAPTER. V
RIVALR.Y BETWEEN CEDAR FALLS AND WATERLOO
THE COUNTY

SEAT FIGHT-A SECOND

CONTEST FOR ADVANTAGE BETWEEN CEDAR

FALLS

AND WATERLOO.
THE COUNTY SEAT FIGHT.

In compliance with an act to locate the seat
of justice of Black Hawk County, approved
January 22, 1853, which provided that A. J.
Lowe of Delaware County, and S. G. McClure
and Edward Brewer of Buchanan County be
commissioners to locate the seat of justice, this
commission, on the 9th day of June, 1853,
met at the house of E. D. Adams, in the village
of Ced~r Falls, and performed their duties
under the law.
After. describing the village, its metes and
bounds, by sections and parts of sections, they
proceeded to "designate the said lots collectively by the name of Cedar Falls, County Seat
of Black Hawk County." This selection, in
the minds of Cedar Falls residents, settled the
question definitely. But it is doubtless true
that the commissioners' action was determined
wholly by the fact that it was the most populous settlement in the county and the chief place
of business, and that they entirely ignored the
fact that it was far to one side of the county.

Nor did they consider the fact that the natural
advantages of other points were equal to those
of Cedar Falls. Their action was based on the
idea of having the county seat located for the
convenience of the people then residing in the
county. It "·as, in the nature of things, tern-_
porary, but it was distinctly an advantage to
the village in any contest for the honor which
might thereafter arise. In addition, it gave the
town prestige. It is not at all strange that the
people thought the fortune of the village was
made. But six miles down the river the village
of Waterloo, reasonably near the center of the
county, was becoming ambitious. Several men
of enterprise and business shrewdness and capacity had located there. They wanted the
county seat. The General Assembly was prevailed upon to pass an "Act authorizing the
qualified electors of the County to vote on the
removal of the Couty Seat of Black Hawk
County." This was approved January 19,
1855. The act specified the manner in which
the election should be held. Cedar Falls and
\Yaterloo " ·ere named as parties to the contest,

• *
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"the one haying the greater number of votes
should be the county seat..,
"\ move was made by parties in Cedar Falls
evidently for the purpose of diverting votes
from \Vaterloo. It came in the form of a
•
petition presented by Moses W. Chapman to
the County Court, asking that a town plat
called "Florence City,'' located in the southern
part of the county, be approved and recorded;
but the proof not being sufficient, the petition
was not granted. On the same day a petition
was presented by H. H. Meredith and others
asking that the removal of the county seat to
Florence City might be submitted to the people
at the April election. These petitioners were
all residents of Cedar Falls and opposed the
remoYal of the County Seat under any circumstances to any other point. But the Court ruled
that it was in conflict with the act of January
19; and further, that Florence City \HS a
place unkno,Yn to the court.
\ Vaterloo had grown in the two previous
years. and was more convenient to a greater
number of the electors of the county than Cedar
Falls. and the people at the latter place were
fearful of the loss of the prestige given them
as the shire tom1 of the county unless a diversion could be made which would draw votes
from settlements naturally favorable to \Vaterloo: hence this moYe.
It is to the credit of the citizens of Cedar
Falls that they strained every nerve to retain
the county seat. They would have been derelict in their duty to themselves and to the future
of the town which they had made and of which
they were proud, if they had done less.
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An election was held April 2, 1855, to decide the question of removal. resulting in
favor of Waterloo, in a poll of 648 of which
Waterloo received 388 votes and Cedar Falls
260 votes, the majority in favor of \Vaterloo
being 128 votes.
On the 11th clay of April, 1855, the County
Court made a record of the result and issued
a proclamation that "on the 4th . day of July,
A. D., 1855, the County Seat of Black Hawk
County shall cease at Cedar Falls, and that the
several County offices required to be kept at
the County Seat shall thereafter be held at
Waterloo."
The size of the majority was a surprise to
Cedar Falls, and charges of fraud were freely
made. It was claimed that men from Benton
County had been brought in to vote the Waterjoo ticket, and many sincerely believed that
their town had been defrauded out of the
county seat. It is not improbable that some
few votes may have been cast by residents of
Benton County, but as the western part of Benton County was but very sparsely settled, in
fact, scarcely settled at all, there is no probability whatever that there were enough of such
votes to have changed the r,esult. On the other
hand, W aterlooans charged that Cedar Falls
had voted all the strangers in the town, including numerous people temporarily there on the
way \Vest to buy land.
But the election and the proclamation of
the County Court did not settle the matter.
Cedar Falls' ire was up. She buckled on her
armor and determined to die in the last ditchthis being a fight to the finish in the courts.
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On June 21, the opponents of removal applied to Hon. \Villiam G. Woodward, one of
the judges of the Supreme Court, and' obtained
a writ of injunction restricting the removal,
,Yhich was served early on the 4th of July.
Now, \Vaterloo·s ire was up, coupled with a
feeling of indignation which printable language
is inadequate to express. The county judge,
which official in that day was the whole thing,
promptly met the challege to battle, and on the
16th day of July the County Court appropriated $50 to aid in defraying the expenses attending the efforts to have the injunction dissolved, the or,d er reciting as a reason for the
appropriatio n, "that the injunction was obtained in violation of law, and was injurious to
the interests of the County."
The motion to dissolve the injunction restraining the removal of the county seat from
Cedar Falls to W:aterloo was sustained by
Judge Woodward, and an order made to move
the county offices and belongings to Waterloo.
The removal was made on the 27th day of
July, 1855, and the offices established in the
brick stor,e, second story, owned by Julius C.
Hubbard.
A SECOND CONTEST FOR ADVANTAGE BETWEEN

CEDAR FALLS AND

w ATERLOO.

The spirit of rivalry between the two towns.
not without a tincture of bitterness. resulting
from the removal of the county seat, was long
years in dyit'1g out. It was manifested in many
ways, and not until quite recently did it entirely ciikappear. There were -many of the

leading men of Cedar Falls ,Yho, for several
years following the loss of the county seat,
entertained the ambition to get even with
Waterloo.
The longed-for time seemed to
have come when the Dubuque & Sioux City
Railroad ( Illinois Central) reached this point
in 186o. A recent writer referring to the expectations of Cedar Falls, says:
"In the fall of 1860 the Illinois Central
Railroad, then the Dubuque & Sioux City,
completed its track to Waterloo. That was the
great event of the year for the village. It was
thus for the first time in actual touch with the
outside world. In reading over the different
accounts of the situation at that time between
the villages of \Vaterloo and Cedar Fall~, one
is led to believe that the intention of the company was to give Cedar Falls any extra benefit
which might be at its disposal on its way
farther west. It is tolerably certain that the
citizens of that village took that view of it; for
it is recorded that on the arrival of the road at
the water tank eighty rods this side of the town,
March 29, 1861, the people at once began preparations for a great celebration which came
off in due form April I I. So elaborate was.
this affair that a committee of reception composed of one hundred and twenty-eigh t citizens
was a modest feature of the program. At the .
banquet held in the evening, given to the officials of the road and other men of prominence
present. speeches were made and a long list of
toasts were responded to. Toasts to the 'Road
Officials;' to 'Our Guests;' to 'The Flag;' to
'The Press:· to 'Iowa;' to 'The Cedar, Falls
& :.Iinnesota Railroad,' and some others. But
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the principal toast was characteristic of the
high hopes and ambitious anticipations of the
people of our sister village, and read as follows:
"'The four great cities of the Northern
Confederacy-Cedar Falls, Dubuque, Chicago
and New York.'
"The citizens evidently expected the village
to be the encl of a division of the road, if not
its final terminus. There are r,easons for believing that they were encouraged in their high
expectations by the officials of the road and
counted on as a certainty the location of the
machine shops at that point. Nobody blames
them. They ,Y,ere rejoicing and had good
cause for their jubilation. In the meantime
Waterloo kept quiet and sawed wood. \Vhen
the proper time came our shrewd men got in
their work, out-figured the wise men of Cedar
Falls, who had neglected to shut a tight fist on
the machine shops when practically in their
hands, and brought the coveted prize to \iVaterloo."
A prominent Cedar Falls gentleman does
not credit the success of Waterloo in obtaining
the location of the repair shops here ( for at that
time it was only the repair shops and the turntable which was fought for) so much to the
shrewdness and enterprise of Waterloo men as
to the short-sightedness and over-confidence
of some of the leading men of Cedar Falls.
These men, he says, owned much property on
the south side of the river where practically
all the town was, anci they also owned the
water-pO\ver and a mill-race. The company's
intention was to ha\"e located the repair shops
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on the north side of the river, but these men,
not liking that, ir,ritatecl the officials by charging some hundreds of dollars a day for shutting the water off the mill-race while the bridge
was being built across it. They felt sure that
the r.epair shops would be enlarged into machine
shops in time. The ground intended for the
shops was far away from the business center
over in what was called "Cedar City." It
looked like putting them out on the prairie.
Anyway, the company was offended: and
opened negotiations with Water.loo \Yith the
result that Waterloo got the reapi r shcps and
the turn-table. \Vaterloo was less exacting as
to location as the shops were put far out on
the prairie, as it then seemed; farther from the
town than Cedar City was from Cedar Falls.
This gentleman says that the shops simply
dropped into the lap of Waterloo b(;cause of the unwise action of Cedar Falls people.
There does not appear. to be any grounds
for questioning the fact that Cedar Falls was
confident of being the encl of a division on the
railroad and of having all and more than
Waterloo got. But it is not fair to charge the
changed purpose of the Dubuque & Sioux City
Railroad Company to the action of a few men
in charging exhorbitant figures for the use of
the mill-race. There were other factors entitled to consicler.ation. Waterloo had some
shrewd business men who, having w1011 the
county seat did not propose to have the advantages of that victory rendered null and of little
value by the loss of a greater advantage, if it
could be prevented. They worked quietly with
the company and to good effect. \iVhile they

f
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doubtless took advantage of the mistakes of
Cedar Falls, they never ceased to present what
they claimed to be the superior advantages of
\Vaterloo.
But Cedar Falls did not give up as vanquished. \Vaterloo, so far, had only the comparatively unimportant r,e pair shops and turntable and had been made the encl of the division; all of which were regarded as temporary.
The machine shops and the roundhouse remained to be located. The time for this inportant matter came in 1864, and tl,e two towns
locked horns again. The Fates favor,ecl \t\Taterloo.; and that town again won. T6e Fates
favored, but reliance was not placed wholly
upon luck. A liberal subscription was given
and a 40-acre tr.a ct of land, flat as a pan-cake,
was donated to the railroad company for machine shops, roundhouse and other necessary
buildings. Cedar Falls ,,·as also liberal in
offers of money, donations and Janel; but
\Vaterloo was growing rapidly, and the railroad officials settled permanently on \t\Taterloo.
It may seem strange, but it is a fact , that
there were pr,o minent people at Cedar Falls
wh o as late as 1897-98 felt confident that all
that \Vaterloo had gained in the railroad fights,
and more, "·ould be removed to Cedar Falls.
The late Maj. \V. R. Graham was one of the
number. He made several visits to Chicago
to meet the officials of the road in regard to the
matter. Through the late L. 0. Howard, the
company purchased a tract of land not far from
the junction, a mile or such a matter northeast
of Cedar Falls, in 1897, and it was confidently
asserted to the writer by men of influence in

that city, that the shops would be removed to
that place. It was not until the Illinois Central
Railroad Company began its $300,000 improyements in the plant at \Vaterloo in 1899
that th ose sanguine people lost hope.
Considerable space has been given the
county seat contest and the railroad fight between the towns of vVaterloo and Cedar Falls.
The subject seemed to merit it . Terminating.
as these contests did , both fav orably to the one
place was unquestionably best for the county
at large. If Cedar Falls had won in either case
there would have been constant rivalry between
the two places with the result that Cedar Falls
would never have been able to secure the Iowa
Soldier's Orphans' Home, and consequently,
,voulcl never have had the State Normal School,
one of the biggest institutions of any kine! i,1
the state. As it has turned out, that city never
asks anything of the State ,vhich \Vaterloo
does not second with her might. Her school ,
witn its 2,000 students practically twel\·e .
months of the year ( for a summer school, a
regular feature of the institution , has an enrollment of from 1,200 to J ,500), is a great
thing for, the city and for the entire county as
well. It is so much clear gain and gives Cedar
Falls a prominence and prestige second to no
other city of like size . in tl:e state of Iowa.
Retiree! farmers and well-to-do people from
neighboring counties build homes in the place
to give their children the advantages of a good
education, and, at the same time, enjoy the
pleasure of living in one of the most beautiful
cities in the west, and receive the benefits which
follow intercourse with a cultured people.

CHAPTER VI
THE RAILROADS
STRENUOUS EFFORTS TO GET THEM -MANY

THE RAILROADS.

The first railroad pr,o ject designed to connect the Black Hawk County settlements with
the ouside world was sprung upon the people
August IO, 1856. The final outcome of this
project was of paramount interest to the people
of Black Hawk County then and' up to this
day.
H. B. Allen, one of the ablest and most successful men ' in the history of the county and
who came here in 1856, in a paper read before
the Old Settlers' Association a few years since,
gave the following particulars in regard to that
matter which every citizen of Black Hawk
County should carefully ponder that they may
know the name of the man who really was the
greatest benefactor of the people of this county.
Mr. Allen said :
"There was one incident in the early history of Black Hawk County, connected with
the attempted construction of the first railroad
through the county, which greatly affected the
material interests not only of inhabitants and

FAILURES,

BUT FINAL S U CCESS-A

DIVERSION.

tax payers of the time, but of the present gener,ation and generations yet to come. In August,
r856, John Randall, judge of the County Court
having jurisdiction of the financial affairs of
the county and the official who located· the
Cour,t House on its present site, upon the _petition of a few of the citizens and the request of
the officials of the Dubuque & Pacific Railroad
Company, called an election of the voters of
Black Hawk County to be held on the 10th day
of September, 1856, to confer authority upon
the county judge to subscribe for and take in
behalf of the county 2,000 shares of $100 each
of the capital stock of said railroad company,
and to pay for the stock in bonds of the county
the sum of $200,000, payable in 20 year,s, with
interest at 10 per cent. per annum, payable
annually, and to be delivered'-$ro,ooo when
executed, $ro,ooo three months, $10,000 six
months, $10,000 nine months, and the balance,
or $160,000, on the call of the board of directors. The record of the County Court recites
that the proposition was carried by a majority
of votes in its favor, but the recor,d is silent as
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to the number of votes cast for and against it,
nor can any evidence of the canvass of votes be
found.
"On the 16th day of August an order was
made for the subscription of the stock and the
issue of bonds and an agreement was signed by
J. P. Farley, · president of the road, that the
company would faithfully perform on its part
the conditions on which the election was based.
The conditions were that the company should
build a railroad thr,o ugh the county, crossing
the Cedar river at \Vaterloo, and build and
maintain passenger and freight depots within
one mile of the center of business in the cities
of Cedar Falls and \Vaterloo. The company
generously offered to prepare and furnish the
blank bonds ready for execution, which it did
in lithograph, regardless of expense.
"But before this was accomplished, J. H.
Hubbard, a resident and postmaster of Waterloo, and who was elected as the successor to
Judge Randall at the fall election, was inducted
into the office of County Judge, and an altogether different man had control of the financial affairs of the county. In clue time the officials of the road appeared with the blank bonds,
all properly waxed, and gaily ribboned, and
applied to the judge for his official signature
and seal. The judge was not a lawyer, but
although not a lawyer. was an honest man. He
was a man of good judgment and hard sense.
He had doubts as to the legality of
the proceedings upon which the bonds
were to be issued. doubts as to the
right of the company to the bonds before the road was built. and above all he dis-

liked, until compelled, to saddle upon the tax
payers of the county a debt which would hang
O\·er them like an incubus for at least a quarter
of a century. He took legal advice and advice
of friends, he acted upon their advice and his
own convictions of right and refused to sign.
They coaxed, flattered and promised, but the
judge stood firm. Baffled in their first attempt
they came again, reinforced by their attorneys,
an array of legal talent calculated and intended
to awe the modest judge into compliance. After
exhaustive arguments to no purpose, they
threatened legal proceedings by mandamus to
compel official action, but to no use, the judge
steadfastly refused. At last they tried on a
larger scale the scheme that played havoc \,·ith
Judas, but the judge refused to betray his master, the people, and his indignation at their, base
attempt knew no bounds. Finally the company made a show of an effort to comply with
its part of the contract by doing some grading
in different parts of the county. ,It threw up
quite extensive embankments on both sides of
the river at the crossing at Waterloo, and with
a great flourish of trumpets and a band of
music and speeches broke ground for the Cedar
Falls depot in the souther,n part of the city.
But the financial panic of 1857 and 1858 put
an end to their efforts, the road was never built
by the company and the bonds were never issued.
"It is an easy problem to estimate what was
saved to the tax payers of the county by the
good judgment, decision, firmness and sterling
integrity of J uclge Hubbard in resisting the persuasions, the threats, the blandishments and
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temptations of a powerful and influential corporation. At ro per cent. simple interest the
amount doubles every IO years. Two hundred
thousand' dollars in IO years would amount to
·$400,000; in 20 years to $800,000; if allowed
to run until the present time they would amount
to over $3,240,000. If issued the county would
sooner or later have had them to pay. The
Federal Court held that bonds of other counties, issued under like conditions were valid
against the counties issuing them in the hands
·of innocent purchasers ; and the counties of
Scott, Cedar, Johnson and several others, have
been compelled, by order of the United States
Court, to levy a tax for the payment of such
bonds, with all the accumulated interest and
-costs."
The people felt the importance of railroad
facilities as the more prairie sod they turned
over, the more wheat they raised and hogs they
feel. The Chicago, Iowa & Nebraska Railroad
had been completed to Cedar, Rapids in 1858,
and the certain extension of the line west to the
Missouri River, or up the Cedar Valley from
Cedar Rapids, spurred the people to extra exertion to get this line. The Cedar Rapids & Mis ..
souri River Railroad Company had' been
formed, backed by the Chicago, Iowa & Nebraska, and went before the Legislature and
secured the transfer of the great land grant
which had been previously voted to the Iowa
Air Line projected from Lyons to Council
Bluffs, upon condition that the 80 miles of
road be completed and in running order by a
specified elate. The Air Line Company had
failed to meet the conditions, in fact had' done
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very little in that direction. The transfer of
the land grant was made which assured the
building of the road to the Missouri River, but
the company was ambitious and sought to secur,e encouragement from the people up the
Cedar Valley to promote the work. Accordingly, in 1858, on July 15, a Cedar River
Valley Railroad Convention was held at Waverly, Bremer County, in that interest. A large
attendance of delegates from Linn, Black
Hawk, Benton, Floyd, Chickasaw and Mitchell
counties were present, and L. B. Crocker, president of the Chicago, Iowa & Nebraska Railroad Company, was also present, directing the
deliberations of the convention.
Judge Maxwell of Bremer County was
president of the convention. Among the vicepresidents were Morris Case and vVilliam H.
McClure, of Black Hawk County, and Robert
Gilchrist, of Benton County. Among the editors selected for secretaries were W. W. Harford, of the Vinton Eagle, and W. V-1. Haddock, of the Waterloo Register.
A committee on resolutions reported in
favor of the organization of an independent
company composed of stockholders and directors along the line of the road; also for the
commencement and completion of the road as
soon as possible. During the discussion of this
report. the delegates from Cedar Falls presented a proposition for, the junction of the
Cedar Falls & Minnesota with the Cedar Valley
project; and labored hard to effect their purpose but the convention flatly refused to enter
into any such arrangement, and determined to
make the Cedar Valley company entirely inde-
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pendent and to run their line upon the straightest and most economical line from Cedar Rapids
to the State line, crossing the Cedar Rive1~ at
Waterloo; thence to Janesville, leaving Cedar
Falls to the left, on the west side of the river.
Articles of incorporation were drafted and
adopted, and a board of directors elected,
among whom were Sheldon Fox and George
Vv. Couch, of Black Hawk County; f. C.
Traer and Alex. Runyen, of Benton; L. B.
Crocker, of New York; Charles \¥ alker and
William J. McAlpine of Chicago, and Franklin Steele, of Minnesota. The board of directors elected L. B. Crocker, president; W. P.
Harmon, of Bremer County, vice-president;
Sampson C. Bever, of Linn County, treasurer;
\t\'. \t\,T. Walker, secretary; and Milo Smith,
chief engineer.
The editor of the TVaterloo Register in a
report of this convention said: "By this it will
be seen that the railroad policy of the Cedar
Valley is definitely settled, although we have
no doubt it will be some time before we shall
have the pleasure of riding over the road. But
it is to be built sometime, and upon the air line
principle as nearly as may be. Much will depend upon people along the valley, as they are
to grade and tie the road themselves, without
any assistance from abroad."
This attempt at railroad building came to
naught, as did' the Cedar Falls & Minnesota
scheme for a road.
These first three railroad schemes failed to
materialize anything practical, but the people
were not discouraged; the country was rapidly
settling up and promised business for any road

which reached this section. Cedar Falls and
\Vaterloo were already important business
points, their flouring mills and the general enterprise of their citizenship giving them prommence. The country was becoming widely
known as one of unsurpassed business and
wealth possibilities. The Dubuque & Sioux
City Railroad Company was heading this way
and actually reached here and began running
trains in the fall of 1860.
This was the first direct railroad fOmmunication this section had w,ith the East, and
marked an era in the history of the county. As
a public and' general convenience in saving a
long and expensive trip to the Mississippi
_river, both to market what was produced for
sale and to secure supplies, it was d-irect in its
benefits and was appreciated and made the
subject of great rejoicing.
In a single decade, or less, the pioneers
were in direct r;i.ilway touch with the hustling
busy world to the east of them. Within four
years after the first move was made in the
county looking to permanent settlement, a U.
S. mail route and post office was established at
Cedar Falls. Six years after the establishment
of the post office, a large flouring mill was
erected in \t\'aterloo and one at Cedar Falls.
The people had post offices, saw and flouring
mills and railroad facilities and were in better
shape to live well and comfortably than fivesixths of them had ever been able to live on
their old home stamping grounds, and all this
within the short space of less than IO years.
The first comers, the few stragglers who
were here for brief period's along in the "for-
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ties·· Yentured something; but from 1850 on \Yere utilized in visiting neighbors, five, IO or
there \Yere 99 chances of success to one of 15 miles away, receiving a primitive hospitality
failure, ,Yith a very moderate measure of hard- royal in enjoyment. These trips were made in
ships. to all industrious people who came. A a wagon box on bob-sleds filled with hay, compioneer life in a land ready for the plO\Y, a forters and buffalo robes, everybody under the
soil rich in the production of all grain and veg- covers except the driver. Two or three fametables. abounding in game, in mail communi- ilies would plan to go together to visit a third
cation with the outside world, within a hun- or fourth family, and the real pleasure of the
clrecl miles of provision supplies, " ·as not in the ride can no longer be duplicated. These rides
The and visits were ample compensation for any
remotest sense a desperate venture.
writer, then a boy, was one of them, as early as real or imaginary hardships suffered during
r855. He could look out from his home. lo- the inclement spells. And then spring would
cated on the edge of a small grove on ele,·ated come-and what a glorious transformation!
ground, and view a stretch of as fine prairie The wide expanse taking on a robe of green
land as a crow ever flew over, uninterrupted intenYoven with various early flowers; the very
by a shrub or tree or sign of human habitation; air, lifting one over to a purer sphere; the
miles and miles of it. He got frozen ears and whole scene putting in one's heart a song of
toes and trudged through snow-banks and suf- praise tuned in unison to the "Bob \i\Thite" of
fered in blizzards of a severity and duration to the quail and the drumming of the' prairie
which the frozen and blizzardy periods of later chicken cock, and the flitting and twittering of
years bear no comparison. The labor of pro- birds; the trials of winter were forgotten. The
viding fuel to keep the house warm: of feeding anticipations of a comfortable home soon to be
and caring for the stock under conditions made, and a competency won from the rich soil
which, at this time. look to have been impos- and free opportunities made the real pioneers,
sible in point of weather severity and extent of the first settlers, the happiest people on earth,
snow-banks, seemed hard and yery much like They knew that within a few years mail would
pioneering. But there were compensations. be brought to their doors as railroad building
·w hen the ,rnrk of the day was clone and the was headed westward, and pioneering, if such
family had enjoyed a supper of wholesome life was pioneering, produced the most delightfood and were gathered about the fire engaged ful sensations known to the human heart. vV ~
in amusements of some sort or laying plans for o!d fellows who were in the Western countr,y
the future, serene happiness in the pioneer 50 or more years ago, when the nearest neighhousehold was the rule. There were days in bor was eight or IO miles distant, and we
the desperately cold winters of 1855-56 and roughed it and were subject to privations and
1856-57, when there ,rnuld be a rise in the mer- hardships, are often disposed' to try_ to make
cury and a lull in the winds that could be and I later comers believe that such incidents marked
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us as a kind of superior beings. Not one out of
10 of them who 50 years later does not look
back to the glorious days of the early settlers
as the golden period of their lives; the free,
hospitable, hopeful clays of the early fifties!
What was that pioneering in Iowa within a
hundred miles of a navigable river where supplies were always obtainable, with mail routes
established and the whistle of the locomotive
engine almost within hearing and trains of cars
only a few years distant; what was that compared to the pioneering of the first settlers on
the continent, or to that of the really adventurous spirits wpho settled and opened up farms
in the timbered West? They had dangers to
confront and forests to fell before they could
cultivate even a small space of ground. They
were hundreds of miles from markets in most
instances ; railroads were not dreamed of and
United States mail system was yet to be established. They suffered great har,dships and deprivations, but there is little doubt but that
they too enjoyed the experience..
The Grinnell, Cedar Falls & vVinona Railroad was another early project which unfortunately miscarried. It was the subject of much
agitation and vigorous efforts were made .to
secure recognition of the company by capitalists able to make the project a success. Sever.al meetings were held in Cedar Falls at which
· 'representatives of all the counties along the pro- posed line were present. One of the chief promoters was J. B. Grinne'll, a member of Conurgress and a man of energy and influence.
veys were _made and a five per cent. tax voted
in many townships. At the first election in

Cedar Falls for this purpose, the five per cent.
tax was defeated by a majority of IO votes,
but later, the tax was voted. Mount Vernon
also voted a five per cent. tax, but as the road
was not built the people did not have the tax to
pay.
The people of the county already in possession of one railroad were apparently as anxious
for another as they were for the first. A line
of railroad running up the Cedar Valley had
early claimed the attention of far-seeing railroad men and the progressive men, \\·hose
numbers were large, among · the settlers. An
early project in that direction has already been
given attention. Such a connection with the
Mississippi River, traversing one of the richest river valleys in Iowa, would open up communication with St. Louis and New Orleans.
Chicago was not by any means the whole thing
as she is now. But when a railroad \\·as completed and in operation to Cedar Rapids only
50 miles distant, a line up the valley seemed
highly feasible. However, the Civil War came
on and railroad enterprises in this direction
were forced to wait. But in 1866 peace ,ms
smiling upon the land; tens of thousands of
young men had been mustered out of the sen·ice of war and this vast multitude, which for
four years had been engaged in the work of destruction, was henceforward to be enlisted in
the army of production. They were seeking
lands out of which to make homes, thousands
of them, r,e cruited in the East, were discharged
in the West and swelled the ranks of Western
volunteers as settlers and home-makers. They
came to Iowa by the many thousands and' the
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Cedar Valley, as the choicest portion of the
State, got a full share. Black Hawk County
shared in the good fortune and the energy and
muscle which they brought to the development
of the country. Under the growing conditions
of the valley, the rapid development and promise of business, it was more than ever a section
rich in promise for railroad builders.
The project was advanced to extend the
Cedar Rapids & St. Paul Railway through this
county. The citizens were deeply interested
and· anxious to see the enterprise successful.
One railroad was a good thing but a second
would result in competition and thereby greatly
to their advantage. On May 31, 1866, a meeting was held in Waterloo which was addressed
by William Green of Cedar Rapids, superintendent of construction, and by J. C. Traer, of
Vinton, subscription agent.
Mr. Greene made a statement of the railway
situation. Work was being actively ·carried on
in Benton County in the construction of the
road-bed. The company desired to extend the
line north if the people manifested an interest
in it in a practical way. They wanted the people
along the line from Vinton to Waterloo to subscribe to the amount of $60,000. It was easy
for any one to see that the amount was small
compared with the advantages to be derived
from the building of the road. Mr. Traer followed on the same line of rea~ning. While
the people were anxious to have the road they
were apathetic in their acceptance of the proposition to donate $6o,ooo towards building it.
But committees were appointed to sO'licit subscriptions and by the 13th of September Water-
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loo had subscribed $23,355; La Porte City and
vicinity, $7,905; Orange township, $4,rno,-a
total of $35,360. The private subscription and
township tax system in promoting railroad
building at this day seems like foolishness. But
it was all reasonable enough in the early days
and served a good purpose. Most of the roads
thus promoted would doubtless have been built
some time any way, but the people wanted them
then and helped build them and enjoyed the advantages of the investment, instead of waiting
and hoping, all the while marketing their produce and hauling their goods by wagon to and
from points 50 or rno miles distant.
There was a halt in the subscription and
the amount asked was reduced to $45,000. The
$9,640 additional necessary to raise the sum
subscribed to $45,000 was subscribed'. Of the
$45,000 raised for the building of the road,
$25,000 was subscribed by the citizens of
Waterloo. The La Porte City subscription and
that of Orange township were larger in proportion than that of Waterloo, but it should be
said that La Porte City had no railroad and
was ready to bleed freely in order to get one.
The grading of the road-bed was completed in
1867. At the time this road was projected, it
was expected that the Chicago & North-Western would operate it.. and our. people were
pleased at a report that that company had leased
a line in Minnesota and would' extend it south
to connect with the Cedar Rapids & St. Paul at
some point north of here. But the Burlington
and Cedar Rapids line was also being built and
the original calculations were off as the two
, ,·alley roads united their destinies, making the
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Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Northern, now a people of \ Vestern t0\n1s and villages wanted
part of the Rock Island system. Regular trains to get some,,·here by rail; it did not matter to
over, this line of road reached Waterloo in Sep- them whether the connection \Yas made by
broad or narrow-guage roads; the easiest one
tember, 1870.
Still not satisfied, the people of the county to get was the one wanted. Then towns the size
-more particularly of vVaterloo-joined of Waterloo and Cedar Falls wanted these narheartily in a project for a line of railroad run- ro,v-guage roads as feeders to the roads they
ning diagonally from Des Moines to McGre- had, and they had for years striven to have
gor, in the extreme nor,theastern part of the this diagonal line. It would get them direct
to Des Moines and save a long ride around by
State.
A largely attended and enthusiastic conven- Cedar Rapids. Another, thing, many fairly
tion was held in \Vaterloo March 24, 1869, to good railroad men favored the narrow-gauge.
promote the building of the Des Moines & It thus happened that all the talk during the
McGregor Railroad. There were delegates spring of 1873 was of narrow-guage railroads
present from the t\yo extremes and all along the and of this particular road from Des Moines to
line. The company was pronounced a strong McGregor. Fortunately no money was thro,Yn
one and the road seemed to be assured. But a,rny on that enterprise. The interest graduthere were gr.owlers at the efforts made to get ally subsided and before another railroad Yenthe road. The growler seems to be ever present ture was launched the na1-ro,\·-guage fad had
run its course.
when any enterprise is proposd.
But \Vaterloo and vicinity hacl not given up
This proposition fell through, but the
proposition for a narrow-guage railroad, be- the idea of direct communication with Des
hYeen \i\Taterloo and McGregor, was again be- Moines and in January, 1879, several meeting$
fore the people in April. A large meeting was \\·ere held to promote the building of a railroad'
held and articles of incorporation were sub- from Des Moines via \Vaterloo to connect with
the Cedar Rapids & St. Paul Railroad·. A final
mitted and agreed upon.
H. B. Allen and R. H. Pardee went East meeting \Yas called and a committee appointed
and visited and examined the narrow-guage to look after the matter, consising of Matt.
railroads. then in operation, for information oi1 Parrott, L. Alford, A. T. \Veatherwax, H. B.
the subject. At that elate (1872) and for seY- Allen, H. Boies and H. \V. Jenny to look after
eral years narrow-guage railroads were in high the interests of \Vaterloo in other premises. L.
fayor in the West. their comparative cheapness Alford qnd Matt. Parrott left at once for Marforming their chief recommendation. Through shallt0\n1 and Des Moines for the purpose of
systems of railroad transportation were not further,ing the project
This moYement looked like business and the
thought of; in fact, systematized railroad traffic
was in an embryotic state even in the East. The longed-for railroad connection with Des Moines
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seemed to have grown near. There was much
talk indulged in and confidence of success expressed·. Visits between the various important
towns along the proposed route were frequent
and much counseling done for a year or two
resulting in nothing definite until the latter part
of r88r, when the name of the company was
changed as the enterprise had come into new
hands, or had gained supporters from men of
greater means. The name of the new company was the vVisconsin, Iowa & Nebraska
Railway Company, practically to be run on
the old agitated route, diagonally from the
northeast to the southwest. The survey was
completed between Marshalltown and \i\T aterloo by May 20, 1882. On April 30. a five per
cent tax was voted for the road in \Vaterloo
and East vVaterloo townships. This looked
fa,,orable but the road turned out to have been
lacking in financial backing. It was promoted
largely by parties at Marshalltown and' a five
per cent tax along the line in both counties was
asked and, in many of them, voted. The idea
was to build this 50 mile stretch of road largely
by subscription and have it ready for sale when
a company with capital came upon the scene.
On a map published as early as 1859 the
"Waterloo & Des Moines Railroad" was one
of the prominent features. Such a line of r,oad
was deemed a certainty, and the promoters of
the Waterloo and Marshalltown project had
basis for their belief that when the time came
for a through line they would likely be able to
make a good thing out of their enterprise.
The company began building a road from
Marshalltown to \i\Taterloo, secured a five per

cent tax in a number of townships along the
line, including a tax voted at Marshalltown
and at Waterloo, both Waterloo and East
Waterloo townships. But in 1884 the Chicago, St. Paul & Kansas City enterprise was
projected and this company absorbed the Wisconsin, Iowa & Nebraska Company.
Largely interested in this new enterprise
was a Mr. Wilson, of New York, a man of
means and one who had met with success in
railroad building. He had several consultations with Waterloo and Cedar Falls business
men. Mr. Wilson was a quiet, plain man.
undemonstrative and cautious in speech but
strong in the presentation of the advantages
of this diagonal line, and he had little difficulty
in winning the hearty co-operation of Black
Hawk County business men and also visited
Cedar Falls. Mr. Wilson was a plain appearing man, quiet, not much of a talker, but made
it clear that the line would be built through
this vicinity diagonally across the State to
Des Moines. A survey of the line was made
through the city of Waterloo in April, 1884.
Surveys were also run northeast from Cedar
Falls. \Vork was begun on the road at Des
Moines. The Wisconsin, Iowa & Nebraska
company had done some work, in fact had
reached' a point four miles southwest of Waterloo. It was found, upon investigation, that
this company could not transfer the five per
cent tax voted. The new company wanted a
tax yoted direct to it and, in order to force the
\Vaterloo townships to terms, began coquetting
,,·ith Cedar Falls, surveyed a line up over the
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hills to that city and made one or more .s urveys
from there northeast to Oelwein, the point on
the proposed line where it veered southwest.
A survey was made through Waterloo in
April, 1884, and other surveys were made.
T he railroad company was figuring for aid,
and in June, 1885, \Vaterloo and' East Waterloo townships voted a four and one-half per
cent tax, on condition that the company should
maintain a depot on each side of the Cedar
River.
The work was prosecuted in earnest. The
company had a head in the person of A. B.
Stickney, who continues to be the president
of the company now known as the Chicago
Great Western Railway Company. Several
surveys were made through Waterloo on 12th
street; on Lime street to East Fourth, diago nally across lots to Park avenue, and one
fur.ther up the river. President Stickney came
to Waterloo, looked over the ground and the
map of surveys, took a pencil and marked out
a line down through the East Side, marking
depot grounds within two blocks of the business center, crossing the river on Sixth street
and running out of the city on Bluff street,
West Side, locating that depot as near the center of business as possible.
The wrjter was a witness to this proceeding and was greatly impressed with the business sagacity of the man. The Illinois Central
depot was more than a half mile from the business part of the town; the Burlington, Cedar
Rapids & Northern depot was even more inconvenientl y located. Mr. Stickney did not

believe in forcing business to hunt his road~
but sought to get in immediate touch with it,.
both as a convenience to shippers and of advantage to the company, giving the "Diagonal," as the road was then called, a decided
advantage over the two old roads. This Stickney policy soon had its effects. The Illinois
Central secured right-of-wa y; marked their depots, passenger and freight, down on Water ·
street-thei r present location-an d the Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Northern ( the Rock
Island) moved clown on Bluff street closeagainst business on the Vv est Side.
The completion of this line of railroad gave
the county three trunk lines centuring in Waterloo. It is worth noting how completely they
accommoda te the people of ever.y section of thecounty. The Illinois Central runs from east
to west through the center; the Rock Island
enters the county exactly in the southeast cor-ner and runs diagonally up the Cedar Valley
leaving Black Hawk County at its northwest
corner; the Chicago Great Western runs diagonally from the northeast corner. to the southwest. In addition, the Chicago Great Western
has a spur running from Wilson Junction, four
miles southwest of Waterloo, to Cedar Falls;
the Chicago & Northweste rn has a branch line
running through Lincoln township; the Illinois Central branches north from Cedar Falls
Junction; and the Waterloo & Cedar Falls
Rapid Transit electric line, which runs north
from Waterloo through the north center of the·
county to Sumner in Bremer County. This
system of railroads with their numerous sta-
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tions place every farmer in the county in access
to the through lines of transportation.
Another railroad project, the Anamosa, La
Porte City & Eldora road, was voted a five per
cent tax in 1886 by Big Creek township, including La Porte City. This road was never
built but there ha,'e been efforts made at different times to secure a railroad covering this
territory, the last one only a few years since.
The chief encouragement given all those enterprises came from the business men of the bustling little city most concerned.
While this sketch of Black Hawk County
is being written (February, 1904), there is
another railroad scheme being agitated, a line
from Anamosa. in Jones County, west, runThis
ning through Black Hawk County.

4

"Midland Railroad" has been up at different
times in the past and it is believed that before
these lines reach the reader the work of grading
will be commenced. The people of La Porte
City are endeavoring to secure it, being almost
directly on the line from Anamosa to Eldora,
in Hardin County, where it will strike a branch
of the Chicago & Northwestern, which Company is supposed to be backing the movement.
Surveys have been made and many townships
along the line have alr,e ady voted a tax in aid
of it. Waterloo and Cedar Falls are also working for it, and as there are no cities in this section of 'the State so valuable for business for
a railroad, the chances are favorable to them
rather than to the smaller aspirants.

CH AP TE R VII
GOVERNMENT OF THE COVNTY, INSTITVTIONS AND EVENTS
S-LEGI SLATIO N FOR COUNT Y JAIL, COUNT Y POOR,
THE FIRST BOARD OF TOWNS HIP SUPER VISOR
CIRCU IT COUR T-THE COUNT Y AUDITO R
GOPHE R BOUNT IES AND SHERIF F'S HOUS E-THE
S-CASU ALTIE S-COU NTY OFFIC ERS-THE FIRST BOARD OF COUNT Y SUPER VISOR
RETUR NS-AB STRAC T OF COUNT Y V ALUAMEMBE R3 OF THE LEGIS LATUR E-ELEC TION
DS-CR IMINA L CASES -POPU LATIO N STATIONS FOR I903-B RIDGE S-COU RT RECOR
LTURA L SOCIE TY-TH E GRAN GE-TH E
TISTIC S-THE BLACK HAWK COUNT Y AGRICU
NY--CR OP ACREA GE OF COUNT Y BY TOWNFARME RS' MUTUA L FIRE INSURA NCE COMPA
AND AT PRESE NT.
SHIPS FOR 1903- THE COUNT Y IN EARLY DAYS
THE FIRST BOARD OF TOWNS HIP SUPERV ISORS.

The County judge was strippe d of his autocrati c power by an act of the Genera l Assem bly, approv ed March 26, 1860, and restric ted
to the exercise of probat e powers. The act
provid ed for a Board of Superv isors consist ing
of one membe r from each townsh ip, to be
elected in Octobe r and assume charge of county
affairs the follow ing Januar y. The super,visors were elected in the several townsh ips at
the Octobe r election, and' the first Board of
Superv isors of Black Hawk County met at the
office of the clerk of the Distric t Court, January 7, 1861, and was composed of the following members, viz.: M. H. Moore , Waterl oo
townsh ip; C. F. Jaquith , Cedar Falls; M. Bailey, East Waterl oo; Jesse Wasso n, Big Creek;

]. B. Orr, Spring Creek; Levi Washb urn,
Poyne r; S. B. Babcock, Orang e; F. S. Tewks bury, Black Hawk ; D. W. Jordan , ·w ashing ton; Harlan P. Homer , Bennin gton; Oscar
Dunton , Barcla y; D. E. Champ lin, Fox; James
Hemps eed, Lester ; John Hacke tt, Union ; G.
Gardin er, Eagle; J. H. Mead, Cedar, and J efferson Jaquith , Mount Vernon . M. Bailey

was elected chairm an.
LEGISL ATION FOR COUNT Y JAIL, COUNT Y POOR,
GOPHE R BOUNT IES AND SHERIF F'S HOUSE .

One of the first matter s of public interes t
on which the Board took action was a petitio n
signed by C. D. Gray and others. asking the
erection of a county jail. There was no great
numbe r of crimin als whose incarce ration be-
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came necessary, but the inconvenience and expense of sending them to neighbor.ing counties
for safe-keeping, made it important that the
county should have a jail of its own.
The petition was favorably acted upon January 10, 1861, except that the sum of $400
fixed by the report was changed to $600 by the
board. The place of locating the jail was in
the basement of the Court House, in a part
originally intended for that purpose, but which
had never been completed. The supervisors
meant business and economy-the Court
House swindle \\·as not to be repeated.
On the second clay of September, the same
year, the committee reported to the board that
they had fixed up two cells for prisoners and
an outer room. in the basement of the Court
House, according to resolution, at a total cost
of $391.18.
On January 9, 1862, all that portion of
congressional to\\'nship 87, range 11, lying
south of the Cedar River-then a portion of
Spring Creek township-was attached to Big
Creek township: and all that por,tion of township 87, range 12, lying on the east side of
Cecl'ar River-then a portion of Poyner township-was attached to Spring Creek township.
Dut in June the latter action was revoked , and
the land re-annexed to Poyner township.
The board met in special session February
27, 1863, to pass resoluti ons of respect to the
memory of John Hackett, a member of the
board, who had died a short time previous.
The Board of Supervisors early began to devise measures for providing for the support oi

those who were so unfortunate as to become objects of public charity. The purchase of a
County Poor Farm, for the purpose of furnishing a comfortable home for this class. and also
to furnish them with employment, whereby
they might earn at least a portion of the
cost of their support, was considered advisable:
but the board did not wish to take the responsibility of appropriating public moneys for th e
purpose, without first submitting the question
to the people. Accordingly on the 8th clay of
June, 1865. a resolution \Yas adopted as follows:
Resolved, That the Clerk of this Board be instructed to give legal notice to th e voters of Black llawk
County, Iowa. that, at the next genera l election. in
October next, a proposition will be sub mitt ed to said
voters authorizing the Board of Supen·isors of said
Black Hawk County to appropriate from the funds of
said county a sum not to exceed $10.000 ( ten thousand
dollars), for the purpose of purchasing real estate in
the name of the county of Black 1---lawk, lowa, and improving the same, to be used for the benefit and purpose
of supportin g the paupers of the said county of Black
Hawk.

The election was held, as orclerecl, and resulted in favor of the proposed appropriation,
by a vote of 1,125 to 273.
On January 4, 1866, the Board of Supervisors adopted the following resolution:
Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed
by the Board to ,elect lands within the county of Black
Hawk, State of Towa, not to exceed 200 acres, and improve the same. in the name of said county of fl!a,ck
Hawk, for the purpose a11d to he used for the support of
the paupers of said county of Black 1---1.awk; said purchase to be made with moneys to be appropriated by
said county, as voted at the general election of said
county, not to exceed $10,000. And the Clerk of this
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Board be authorized to issue county wan-ants. bearing
JO per cent interest, for the same, to said Committee of
Three, not to exceed $ro,ooo.

The committee was to be paid $2.50 per
day.
Messrs. C. May, A. A. Alline and H. W.
Abbey were appointed as the committee provided in the above resolution; but for some reason they resigned on the same clay on which
they \\·ere appointed, and a new committee
consisting of \i\Tilliam Gilchrist, N. Hitchcock
and A. Vittum, was elected. This committee
was further authorized' to employ a suitable
person for superintendent of the County Poor
Farm, when it should be r,e ady for occupancy.
On June 5, 1866, the committee reported
that it had examined a number of farms, and
that it had selected and purchased the farm
owned by Mr. Russell, on the west side of the
Cedar River, containing 120 acres, at $30 per
acre; and that Mr. Russell had executed a
warranty deed for the premises; that the committee had requested' the clerk to issue bonds
therdor, but it was discovered that the board
had no legal authority to issue bonds, and Mr.
Russell refused to accept the warrants provided for by the resolution of January 4. This
was the official record.
The repor,t was accepted and the committee
discharged. It is said that this bargain was
not consummated because Mr. Russell refused
to take the county warrants at their face; he
would take them at a discount. but the committee was not authorize.cl to comply with this
demand.

The purchase of a farm appears to have
been abandoned with this failure to consummate the trade with Mr. Russell, but on the 5th
of September another committee was appointed, consisting of William Gilchrist, D. E.
Champlin and C. May, "to pur,chase a lot, not
exceeding twenty acres, for poor purposes."
On Tuesday, January 8, 1867, this committee reported that they had purchased the
private residence of Mr. Gilchrist (block 21,
lots I, 2, 3 and 4) for $3,500. Mr. Gilchrist
was a member of the purchasing committee
and it is said succeeded in making a bargain
advantageous to himself, with himself.
On January 8, 1868, the directors of the
Poor House ( Samuel D. Shaw and W. F.
Bunn) reported that an addition to the house
had been built at a cost of $1,320.68.
On January 9, 1867, on petition of citizens,
the board ordered that that portion of East
Waterloo township known as Cedar City be
annexed to Cedar Falls township.
On January I 1, 1867, the county authorities authorized the county treasurer to pay a
bounty of IO cents for each pocket-gopher, scalp
presented. These little pests had become so
numerous and so injurious to the agricultural
interests of the county, that for several years
about $1,000 annually was paid out for bounties on these little animals.
On June IO, 1875, the Board of Supervisors authorized the payment of a bounty of 10
cents for each gray and 5 cents for each striped
1 gopher, presented during a term of 60 days.
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judges had previously had jurisdiction and also
in all appeals and writs of error from justices'
courts, mayors' courts, and all other infer,i or
* * * We would further recommend to this
tribunals, either in civil or criminal cases, and
Board the building of a house or the procuring of one
concurrent jurisdiction with the District Court
suitable for the Sheriff to live in, near the Jail, that he
The counties of Buchmay be better prepared to take charge of the jail and in foreclosures, etc.
prevent the escape of prisoners-said house to cost not
Grundy were constiand
Hawk
anan, Black
more than $1,000. * * *
tuted the Second Circuit of the Ninth Judicial
A. T. WEBSTER,
s. A. COBB,
District; and terms were established in Black
D. E. CHAMPLIN,
Hawk on the first Monday in February, fourth
C ominittce.
Monday in June, first Monday in October and
This report was laid on the table until next fifth Monday in November for the year 1869.
The first term of the Circuit Court in Black
session, but on the 10th of September was taken
up and adopted. The site for the proposed Hawk County was held at the Court House,
house was designated as the northeast corner February I, 1869; present, Sylvester Bagg,
of the Court House lot, by the board, and D. judge pr,e siding; W. F. Brown, sheriff, and G.
E. Champlin and W. F. Brown were appointed A. Eberhart, clerk.
The office of County judge was abolished;
to superintend its er,ection. vVork was commenced at once, and pushed so energetically but that officer became ex officio county auditor.
that the sheriff's domicile was completed in

On June 12, 1868, the committee on county
buildings and property reported as follows:

December, 1868.

THE COUNTY AUDITOR.

By an act entitled', "An act to provide for
the election of County Auditors, and to define
By an act of the General Assembly of Iowa, their powers and duties, and making County
entitled "An act to establish Circuit and Gen- Judges ex officio County Auditors," approved
eral Term Courts, and to define the powers and April 7, 1868, it was provided that at the genduties thereof," approved April 3, I 868, each eral election preceding the expiration of the
judicial district in the State was divided' into term of office of County judges then in office,
two circuits, and the office of Circuit judge was a county auditor, should be elected, whose term
created to be elected at the general election in of office should commence on the 1st day of
'
November, 1868, for, a term of four years. January thereafter and continue two years.
Circuit courts were endowed with exclusive After January I, 1869, the County judge was
jurisdiction of all probate matter, and of all made ex officio county auditor until the election
actions and proceedings in which County and qualification of such officer. The county
THE CIRCUIT COURT.
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auditor was made clerk of the board of superYisors, etc. Under this act, Daniel \N. Foote,
County judge became ex officio county auditor
of Black Hawk County, January 1, 1869, and
was elected his own successor.
THE

FIRST

BOARD

OF

COUNTY

SUPERVISORS.

By "An act to amend Article 2 of Chapter
22 of the revision of 1860," etc., approved
April 14, 1870. the cumbrous Board of Township Supervisors ,Yas abolished and a Board
of County Supervisors ( consisting of three
member.s) was established instead, to be elected
at the general election in 1870, and assumed
the control of county affairs on the first Monday in January, 1871. Under the act in October, 1870, Cicero Close, George B. Van Saun
and A. T. \Veatherwax were elected, who assembled in January, 1871, and organized by
the election of Cicero Close, chairman. At the
:.J O\·ember election ( I 872), the people voted
that the number of supervisors of Black Hawk
County should be increased to seven. The additional members thus added were elected in
October, 1873, and took their seats in January,
1874.
CASUALTIES.

"On Saturday, July 21, 1866, the people of
Black Hawk County were excited by the startling intelligence that a little girl of three and
a half years, daughter of Barney E. Wheeler,
of Lester township, had unaccountably disappeared. About 9 o'clock A. · M. of that cJay,

she and her, brother. several years older, went
to carry some water to their father who was
at work in the field about 60 rods from the
house. Their errand performed, the children
started to return to the house. The little girl
was a little slow in her movements, and her
brother became imp~tient and \\·et1t home, leaving her to take her time. Mrs. \\!heeler asked
him where he had left his sister, and he told·
her, "at the edge of the cornfield.'' As the little
one did not come in, her mother \Yent out to
the spot where the little boy said he had left
her, but she was not there. t1r. \Vheeler was
called from his work, and both commenced
search, having become thoroughly alarmed,
but no trace of the lost one could be found.
The neighborhood was alarmed, and by 3
o'clock P. M. all the neighbors in the vicinity
were engaged in the search. During that night
men were stationed all around the houses for
several miles, who were listening eagerly to
hear the cries of the child. The next morning
two men said they thought they heard cries
near a slough in the vicinity, but a thorough
search in that locality r,evealed nothing. On
Sunday, the whole county was aroused and at
least 200 people, mostly on horseback, were
engaged in the search, but not a trace of the
missing child could be found. It was as if the
little one had been removed from the face of
the earth. On Monday the excitement and
sympathy for the mysteriously bereaved family
became intense. All work was thrown aside,
for everybody felt that to aid in the search for
the lost one was a sacred duty. From all parts
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of the county, and from Bremer County, the
people gathered. From 25 to roo men went
every clay from Waterloo alone, and for 10
days the most vigornus search was maintained.
The county was swept for miles by mounted
men and men on foot, and every foot of ground
supposed to be carefully examined. Several
large fields of grain wer,e trampled clown, and
the prairie grass and hazel brush flattened to
the ground for miles, but yet no trace of the
lost one. The most exaggerated reports were
in circulation. Now, a lightning-rod man had
seen a child crying by the road side, and now,
somebody had seen her with two men in a
wagon traveling northward; now, she had been
seen and described by a lady in Fayette County;
anon, was heard from in Minnesota. 'One thing
is evident,' said the Waterloo Courier of the
2nd' of August, 'the child must be some distance from home, for everything has been
searched within four or five miles around the
house.' Mr. \tVheeler, although a poor man,
offered $300 reward for information that
would lead to the discovery of his daughter.
As the people became satisfied that the child
had been spirited away and would not be found
in the vicinity of home, the search was abandoned; but Mr. Wheeler continued to follow
the rumors as long as his money held out.
George Barker, of Lester, followed' the trail of
the team driven by a man who had been seen
with the child, to the Mississippi River at
Dubuque, and visited every ferry and crossing
from that po~nt to the mouth of the Yellow
River, but was compelled to return home with-
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out discovering any trace of the object of his
search.
"On Saturday morning, November 3,
Mr. Siple, a neighbor of the Wheelers, was engaged in trapping near his house, when his attention was attracted to a little clump of hazel
bushes sur,rouncled by some tall grass, by the
singular conduct of his clog. Here upon examination, he found the bones of a child; the
clothing, however, was in a good state of preservation and enabled him to identify the remains
as those of the little child who had so mysteriously disappeared more than three months
before. The sport was about one-fourth of a
mile from Mr. Siple's house, and only about a
mile and a quarter from Mr. Wheeler's; and
it is among the mysteries that ar,e difficult to
solve to understand how the spot could have
escaped discovery during the minute and extended search made in July and August."
Three children, sons of Israel Scroggy, of
Cedar township, were drowned February 16,
1869, in a small pond about 80 rods north of
the Doxie school house. It was at noon, and
the boys of the school were engaged in throwing a ball across the pond, the teacher, Geor,g e
S. Bishop, participating. The teacher threw
the ball, which William and Wesley Scroggy
ran out upon the pond to catch, when the ice
broke, letting them into the water, which was
six or eight feet deep. Abram Scroggs ran out
to try to save them, but was pulled in by William. An effort was made by another boy,
named Johnson, but it was a failure. After
being in the water three-quar,ters of an hour,

74

HISTORY OF BLACK HA WK COUNTY

the boys were taken out by Thomas Doxie and
COUNTY OFFICERS.
Abraham Turner.
On September 19, 1869, John Geyer, of
County Judges.-Jonathan R. Pratt, 1853Mount Vernon township, was killed by a blow 55 ( died June, 1855); John Randall, 1855-57;
from a stick of wood in the hands of Henry Julius C. Hubbard, 1857-59; George W. Couch,
Burke, at the house of Conrad Paul, where a 1860-61 ( confined ' to probate duties after
party was assembled. Both had been drinking. 1861); S. D. Shaw, 1862-67 ;Daniel W. Foote,
On April 21, 1872, Michael Ulrich, · of 1868-69 (office abolished January I, 1870).
Washington township, committed suicide by
Treasurers and Recorders.-Aaron Dow,
shooting himself in the breast with a gun. He 1853-55; 0. E. Hardy, 1855-January, 1856;
was 25 years old, and left a wife and one child. Francis B. Davidson, 1856-57; A. C. Bunnell,
William Gr;ives, who lived with his mother 1857-65.
Treasurers.-John Elwell, 1866-67; R. A.
about four miles north of Cedar Falls, while
out hunting on Sunday, August I I, 1872, was Whitaker, 1868-75; David B. Washburn,
accidentally killed by his own gun. He had 1876-99; Herbert Cropper, 1900-03; C. W.
been lying clown, and on arising the contents Illingworth, 1903, appointed to fill vacancy
resulting from the resignation of Herbert
of the gun were lodged in his breast.
On January 28, 1876, John Carroll, of Cropper, September I, 1903-elected for the
Washington township, was thrown from a term commencing January 1, 1904.
loaded wagon and killed by one of the forward
Recorders.-James W. McClure, 1865-72;
wheels crushing his skull before he could ex- C. B. Stilson, 1872-85; C. D. Becker, 1886-96;
tricate himself.
C. B. Santee, 1896-1901; J. J. Knapp, 1902George Emmert, a your~g man living near
Clerks of the District Court.-John H.
La Pork City, was fatally stabbed by Samuel Brooks, 1853 (r,esigned April 4, 1854); Luther
Pray, February 7, 1876 . . Both were attending L Peas, 1854; Martin Bailey, 1854-55; Morrichurch. Pray and his· companions had been son Bailey, 1855-56; J. B. Severance, 1856-60;
pulling Emmert's hair, and on his objecting Dempster J. Coleman, 1861-66; A. G. Eberthey dared him out to fight. In the scuffle hart, 1867-72; J. C. Gates, 1873-86; A. J. Edwhich followed, Emmert was stabbed in the wards, 1887-92; Henry D. Williams, 1893lungs, dying in eight minutes.
1900; S. M. Bentley, 1901-.
Otto Kutter, a German, committed suicide
Sheriffs.-John V,jrclen, 1853-55; Benjain the cemetery at Waterloo by shooting him- min F. Thomas, 1855-57; John Elwell, 1857self in the breast with a pistol, October I, I 876. 61; W. F. Brown, 1862-73; George W. Hayz-
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lett, 1874-83; Washington Edgington, 188390; H.B. Hoxie, 1891-95; W.W. Law, 18961903; J. D. Caldwell, 1903Prosecuting Attorneys.-Willia m L. Christie, 1853; R. P. Speer, 1854; A. F. Brown,
1854; John Randall, 1854-55; William Had'dock, 1855-56; William H. l\icClur,e, 1856;
S. W. Rawson, 1857 (superseded by district
Attorney).
School Fund Commissioners.-H . H.
Fowler, 1853-54; Stephen A. Bishop, 1854.
(Office abolished in 1855).
County Surveyors.-Charle s Mullan, 185355; George W. Miller, 1855-59: M. L. Tracey,
1860-62; George W. Miller, 1863-65: J. Ball,
1866-67; E. A. Sn:yder, 1868-73; E. Rodenberger, 1874-81; Martin L. Newton. 1882-83;
John Ball, 1884-91 ; George R. Cr.ittenden,
1892-95; M. L. Newton. 1895-1903; John P.
Kieffer, 1904-.
Drainage Commissioners.-N orman Jackson, 1853-55; Thomas R. Points. 1855-57; J.
W. Holmes, 1857-59: Jacob Wolf, 1860: A.
G. Bannister, 1861-62; S. R. Crittenden, 186365; J. A. Loatwell, l 866. ( Office abolished.)
Superintendents of Schools. - Truman
Steed, -I859-61; l\I. H. Moore, 1862-63;
George Ordway, 1864-65; J. C. Gates. 186667; Seymour Gookins, 1868-69; E. G. Miller,
1870; A. H. Nye, 1870-71; W. H. Brinkerhoff,
1872-73; A. F. Townsend, 1874-75; James S.
George, 1876-79; Wilford M. Smith, 1880-81;
Loren E. Churchill. 1882-85; Jacob E.
Buechele. 1886-93; \V. W. Brittain, 1894-
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1901; C. A. Moore, 1902-03; Charles Elliott,
1904-.
Supervisors-(Tow nship System).-1861.
-M. Bailey, chairman; C. F. Jaquith, M. H.
Moore,, Jesse Wasson, J. B. Orr, Levi Washburn, S. P. Babcock, F. S. Tewksbury, D. W.
Jordan, Harlan P. Homer, Oscar Dunton, D.
E. Champlin, James Hempseed, John Hackett,
G. Gardiner, J. H. Mead and J. Jaquith.
1862.-M. H. Moore, chairman; F. B. Carpenter, 0. 0. St. John, Jesse ·w asson. J. B.
Orr, Levi Washburn, L. B. Sheppard, F. S.
Tewksbury, D. \V. Jordan, \V. \V. Hutton, Oscar Dunton, D. E. Champlin, James Hempseed,
John Hackett, G. Gardiner, J. H. Mead,
Charles Pierce and Horace Beckwith.
1863.-M. H. Moore, chairman; L. B.
Sheppard, W. \V. Hutton, D. E. Champlin, G.
Gardiner,, Horace Beckwith, John Hackett, D.
W. Jordan, 0. 0. St. John, Jacob \i\Tolf, I. T.
Corwin, Byron Sergeant. Simeon Clark, J. H.
Potts, 0. M. Hayden and George Bishop. John
Hackett died in February, and I. D. Gilkey
was appointed.
1864.-M. H. Moore, chairman; C. May,
George Bishop, I. T. Corwin, D. \i\T. Jordan,
Byron Sergeant, B. G. Updike, J. Wolf, D. E.
Champlin, J. H. Potts, I. D. Gilkey, 0. M.
Hayden, H. M. Bailey, Albert Vittum, L. B.
Sheppard, John McManus, \i\Tilliam Rolph and'
S. Clark.
1865.-M. H. Moore, chairman; C. May,
William Gilchrist, "W illiam Rolpl~, Josiah
Jackson, I. T. Corwin, L. B. Sheppard, 0.
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Hughes, H. W. Abbey, B. G. Updike, James
Sandiland, D. E. Champlin, P. S. Canfield, I.

D. Gilkey, John Bird, Nelson Hitchcock, H.
M. Bailey and Albert V ittum.
r866.- D . E. Champlin, . chairman; James

S. George, C. May, William Gilchrist, William
Rolph, Josiah Jackson, I. T. Corwin, C. P.
Nichols, A. A. Alline, H. W. Abbey, W. H.
Hutton, James Sandiland, P. S. Canfield, L.
Goings, Damon Mott, N. Hitchcock, H. M.
Bailey and Albert Vittum.
1867.-A. A. Alline, chairman; James S.
George, C. May, William Gilchrist, T. H. Elwell, Josiah Jackson, I. T. Corwin, C. P.
Nichols, L. P. Holt, 'vV. W. Hutton, James
Sandiland, R. S. \i\Tooster, J. M. Northrup,
I. D. Gilkey, D. Mott, N. Hitcl1cock, A. T.
Webster and Albert Vittum.
1868.-Byron Culver, . chairman; N. S.
Boyles, D. E. Champlin, L. A. Cobb, N. Hitch~
c~ck, L. P. Holt, Josiah Jackson, Samuel H,
Rownd, J: Sandiland, G. F. Ward, I. T. Corwin, Jari1es Hempseed, Harlan P. Homer, G.
W. Humphrey, H. J. McCord, D. Mott, C. P.
Nichols, A. T. Webster and H.J. McCord.
1869.-Cicero Close, chairman; J. D. Abbott, N. S. Boyles, D. E. Champlin, L. A. Cobb,
I. T. Corwin, G. · W. Humphrey, Harlin P.
Homer,, I. D. Gilkey; Josiah Jackson, H. J.
McCord, Damon Mott, Alonzo Norris, Charles
Robinson, Samuel H. Rownd, Byron Sergeant,
L. B. Sheppard, Jesse Wasson and A. T. Webster.
1870.-Cicero Close, chairman; J. D. Abbott, Urias Caskel, D. E. Champlin, L. A.
Cobb. I. T. Corwin, J. L. Finch, Daniel Fish,

G. W. Hayzlett, E. C. Humphrey, Josiah Jackson, Jefferson Jaquith, Caleb May, H. J. McCord, C. B. Miller, Alonzo Norris, Charles
Robinson, Samuel H. Rownd and Byron Sergeant.

Supervisors.-(County System)-1871.Cicero Close, chairman; George B. Van Saun,
A. T. Weatherwax.
1872.-A. T. Weatherwax, chairman; Cicero Close and George B. Van Saun.
1873.-Ci~ero Close, chairman; A. T.
Weatherwax, and A. T. Webster. (Increased
to seven by vote of the people October, 1872.)
1874. -A. T. Weatherwax. chairman; A.
T. Webster. N. Hitchcock, D. B. Washburn.
H. J. McCord, H. W. Jenney and' Caleb May.
1875.-Caleb May, chairman; J. C. Burnham, H. W. Jenney, H. J. McCord, D. ·B.
Washburn, A. T. Weatherwax and A. T. Webster.
1876.-H. J. McCord, chairman; H. W.
Jenney, Jefferson Jaquith, J. C. Burnham, H.
B. Eighmey, A. T. Weatherwax and Caleb
May.
1877.-H. J. McCord, chairman; Caleb
May, John McQuilken, H. W. Jenney, A. T.
Weatherwax, B. J. Rodemer and Jefferson Jaquith.
1878.-H. W. Jenney, chairman; I. T.
Corwin, Jefferson Jaquith, Caleb May, John
McQuilken, Samuel Owen and B. J. Rodemer.
1879.-Samuel Owen, chairman; Thomas
Welstead, Edward Townsend, Wallace M.
Young, H. W. Jenney, John McQuilken, and
B. J. Rodemer.
I 880.-John McQuilken, chairman; George
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\1 1. l'lliller, B. J. Rodemer, Thomas \Velstead,
Ed\\'arcl Townsend, vVallace M. Young and
Samuel Owen.
1881.-B. J. Rodemer, chairman; John
McQuilken, George W. Miller, Thomas \i\Telsteacl, Ed ward Townsend, \i\T allace M. Young
and Samuel Owen.
1882. - George W. Miller, chairr{1an;
Charles B. Campbell, Milton Philleo, Geor,ge
Tuthill, John McQuilken, B. J. Rodemer and
Samuel Owen.
1883.-Charles B. Campbell, chairman;
Samuel O\\'en, Milton Philleo, George Tuthill,
Frank Keely, John McQuilken and J. M.
Lichty.
1884.-::VIilton Philleo, chairman; Samuel
Owen, Frank Neely. J. M. Lichty, John McQuilken, George Tuthill and Charles B. Campbell.
1885.-John McQuilken, chairman; Samuel Owen, Frank Neely, J. M. Lichty, Henry
\V. Bucher, Edward Townsend and George vV.
Chatfield.
1886.-Frank Neely, chairman: Samuel
Owen, Henry Vv. Bucher, Edward Townsend,
George \V. Chatfield, John McQuilken and
John S. Halley.
1887.-John S. Halley. chairman; John
McQuilken, C. B. Stilson, Edward Townsend,
George W. Chatfield, Frank Neely and Henry
W. Bucher.
1888.-John McQuilken, chairman; Frank
Neely, P. Schomer, C. B. Stilson, John S. Halley, John Burk and S. B. Humbert.
1889.-John McQuilken, chairman; C. B.
Stilson. S. B. Humbert, John Burk. G. A.
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Whitney, Mahlon Williams and vV. S. Stokes.
1890.-W. S. Stokes, chairman; G. A.
Whitney, Mahlon Williams, C. B. Stilson,
John Burk, S. B. Humbert and P. Schomer.
1891.-Jolm McQuilken; chairman; C. B.
Stilson, G. A. Whitney, Mahlon Williams, W.
S. Stokes, John Ortner and C. A. Rownd.
1892.-C. B. Stilson, chairman; John Ortner, W. S. Stokes, H. M. Ashley, W. G. Burbee, C. A. Rownd and John Burk.
1893.-C. B. Stilson, chairman; H. l\L
Ashley, \V. S. Stokes, W. G. Burbee, C. A.
Rownd, John Burk and John Ortner.
1894.-C. B. Stilso:1, chairman; H. M.
Ashley, W. G. Burbee, C. A. Rownd, Neil McDougal, \V. S. Stok_es and' Peter Rahl.
1895.-C. B. Stilson, chairman; H. M.
Ashley, C. A. Rownd, Peter Rahl, Neil McDougal, W. G. Burbee and C. F. Branclhorst.
1896.-C. B. Stilson, chairman; H. M.
Ashley, C. A. Rownd, C. F. Branclhorst, W.
G. Burbee, Neil McDougal and Peter Rahl.
1897.-C. B. Stilson, chairman; C. A.
Rownd, Neil McDougal, C. F. Brandhorst, Eel.
Mulaney, Nelson Hitchcock and H. M. Ashley.
1898.-C. A. Rownd, chairman; Neil McDougal, C. F. Brandhorst. Ed. Mulaney. C.
D. Becker, William Fuchs and C. B. Stilson.
1899,-:-C. F. Brandhorst, chairman; C. D.
Becker, T. Welsteacl, Neil McDougal, C. A.
Rownd and Ed. Mulaney.
1900.-C. F. Branclhorst, chairman; C. D.
Becker, T. Welstead, Albert Brown, C. A.
George and' \i\Tilliam Fuchs.
19or .-C. D. Becker, chairman: Albert
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Brown, C. A. George, F. Mathias, B. E. EberELECTION RETURNS.
hart, F. J. Humphrey and T. vVelstead.
1902.-C. D. Becker, chairman; Albert
In the election returns given below, only
Brnwn, B. E. Eberhart, C. A. George, T. J. the vote on the heads of the tickets for the year
Humphrey, Thomas W elstead and F. Mathias. are given.
1903.-C. D. Becker, chairman; B. E. 1854-Governor-J ames \V. Grimes,
Eberhart, Thomas vVelstead, R. J. Rodemer,
majority, 38. Curtis Bates, I 53.
C. C. Newton and J. B. Kascht.
1855-County Judge-John Randall. 343;
1904.-William Ftichs, chairman; C. C.
majority, 80. Robert P. Speer, 263.
Newton, C. A. Rownd, Thomas Welstead, G. 1856--Congressma n - Timothy Davis, 528;
F. Johnson, W. L. Stokes and J. B. Kascht.
majority 262. Shepherd Leffler. 266.
1857-Governor-R alph P. LmYe, 476; maMEMBERS OF THE LEGISLATURE.
jority, 167. Benjamin M. Samuels, 309.
1858 - Congressman - William Vandever.
Senate.-A. F. Brown, 1860-63; Coker F.
643; majority. 184. W. E. Leffingwell,
Clarkson, 1864-65; James B. Powers, 1866-69;
459.
George W. Couch, 1870-71; John H. Leavitt, 1859-Governor-S amuel J. Kirkwood, 815;
1872-73; Edward G. Miller 1876-77; H. C.
majority, 265. A. C. Dodge, 550.
Hemenway, 1878-85; Matt. Parrott, 1886-93; 1860-President-A br,aham Lincoln, 1,12.2;
J. M. Rea, 1894-95; E. M. Sargeant, 1898majority, 565. Stephen A. Douglas, 557.
1901; Orlando Courtright,. 1902-.
John Bell, 17. John C. Breckenridge, 4.
Representatives.-M orrison Bailel)', 1856- 1861-Governor-S amuel J. Kirkwood, I ,077 ;
57; Zimr,i Str~eter, 1858-61; Warner H. Curmajority, 620. W. H. Merritt, 457.
tis. 1862-63; Cicero ·Close, 1864-67; George 1862_:,Congressm an-A. W. Hubbard, 820;
Ordway, 1868-69; T. B. Carpenter and Jesse
majority, 425. John F. Duncombe, 395.
Wasson, 1870-71; Cicero Close and George B. 1863-Governor.-W illiam M . Stone, 1,137;
Van Saun, 1872-73; Charl~ B. Campbell and
majority, 705. James M. Tuttle, 432.
Robert P. Speer, 1874-75; Harlan P. Homer 1864-President-A braham Lincoln, 1,489;
-:nd H. C. Hemenway, 1876-77; Lore Alford
majority. 1,056. George B. McClellan,
and Jeremiah L. Gay, 1878-79; Lore Alford
433.
and' Jeremiah L. Gay, 1880-81; Charles A. 1865-Governor-W illiam M. Stone, 1,240;
Bishop and Thomas Welstead, 1882-83; George
majority, 867. T. H. Benton, 373.
W. Hayzlett, 1884-87; E. Townsend, 1888-91; 1866--Congressm an-A. W. Hubbard. 1,675;
David B. Hoover, 1892-95; W. E. Hauger,
majority, 1,175. J. D. Thompson, 519.
1896-99; Charles A. Wise, 1900--.
1867-Governor-S amuel Merrill. 1,4ro; ma-
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June, 1882-Prohibi tory Amendment- Yes,
2,226; majority, 471. No, 1,755.
1882 - Congressman -DaYid B. Henderson,
2,546; majority, 1,093. C. M. Durham,
1,453. Roswell Foster, II6.
1883-Govern or-Buren R. Sherman, 2,395;
majority, 701. L. G. Kinne, 1,694. James
B. Weaver, 45.
1884-Presid ent- James G. Blaine, 3,157;
Cleveland,
Grover
r,073.
majority,
2,084. John P. St. Jolm, 8. Benjamin
F. Butler, 5.
1885.-Gover nor-William Larrabee, 2,784;
Charles F. Whiting,
majority, 839.
1,945. James Mickewait, 2.
1886-Secreta ry of State-Frank D. Jackson,
2,535. Cato Sells, 1,975.
1887-Govern or-William Larrabee, 2,450.
T. J. Anderson, 1,657.
1888-Attorn ey General-John Y. Stone,
3,116. Joseph C. Mitchell, 2,131.
1889- Governor - Joseph q. Hutchinson,
2,455. Horace Boies, 2,340.
1890 - Congressman - D. B. Henderson,
2,973. C. F. Couch, 2,526.
1891-Govern or - Hiram Wheeler,, 3,098.
Horace Boies, 2,794.
1892-Presicle nt-Benjamin Harrison, 3,483.
Grover Cleveland, 2,524.
1893-Govern or-Frank D. Jackson, 3,144.
Horace Boies, 2,332.
1894-Secreta ry of State-C. G. McCarthy,
3,572. Bert C. Benham, 2,034. J. Be~
Dow, 5.
lange, 150.
1881.-Govern or-Buren R. Sherman. 1.676:
majority, 845. L. G. Kinne, 718. D. M. 1894-Congre ssman-D. B. Henclerson,3,6 55.
Stephen H. Bashor, 2,170.
Clark, 58. William Johnson, 6.

jority, 800. Charles Mason, 610.
1868-Preside nt-U. S. Grant, 2,580; major,ity, 1,739. Horatio Seymour, '841.
1869-Govern or-Samuel Merrill, 1,514; majority, 1,306. George Gillespie, 208.
1870 - Congressman - Jackson Orr, I ,833;
majority, 1,225. Charles Smeltzer, 608.
1871-Govern or-Cyrus C. Carpenter,, 1,931;
majority, 1,317. J. C. Knapp, 614.
1872-Preside nt-U. S. Grant, 2,479; majority, 1,76o. Horace Greeley, 809. Charles
O'Connor, 23.
1873-Govern or-Cyrus C. Carpenter, 1,613;
majority, 873. Jacob G. Vale, 740.
1874-Congre ssman-J. Bowman, 1,621; majority, 286. H. 0. Pratt, 1·,335.
1875-Govern or-Samuel J. Kirkwood,2,1 03;
majority, 801. Shepherd Leffler, 1,294.
1876 - President - Rutherford B. Hayes,
2,980; majority, 1,388. Samuel J. Tilden, r ,592. Peter Cooper, 40.
1877-Govern or-John H. Gear, r,780, majority, 669. John P. hish, 1,111. Elias
Jessup, 244. Daniel P. Stubbs, 95.
1878-District Judge-Sylves ter Bagg, 2,100;
majority, 679. J. H. Preston, 1,421.
1879-Govern or-John H. Gear, 2,334; majority, 1,06o. H. H. Trimble, r,174.
Daniel Campbell, 178. D. B. Dengan.
1880-Presicle nt-J ames A. Garfield, 3,014;
majority, 1,455. Winfield S. Hancock,
Neal
1,559. James B. \Veaver, 70.
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1895-Governor-Francis l\tI. Drake, 3,052.
W. G. Babb, r,909. S. B. Cram, 98.
Francis Bacon, r 52_
1896-President-\,Villiam McKinley, 4,653.
\V. J. Bryan. 2.r6r. Palmer, 159.
1897-Governor-Leslie M. Shaw, 3,090. F.
E. White, 2,015. C. D. Floyd, 28, John
Cliggett, 75. Samuel Phelps Leland. 164.
1898- Secretary of State-G. L. Dobson,
3,313. Charles R. Porter, r,63r. Malcolm Smith, 140. R. M. Daniels, 42.
1899-Governor-Leslie M. Shaw, 3,070. F.

E. White, 1,686. M. 'vV. Atwood, 1o6.
1900-President-William McKinley, 5,oro.
W. J. Bryan, 2,512.
1901-Governor-Albert B. Cummins, 2,71 r.
F. J. Phillips, r, r 86.
1902-Secretar,y of State-'vVilliam B. Martin, 3,935. Richard Burke, 2,400. W.
Howard, 303. W. A. Jacobs, 89.
1903-Governor-Albert B. Cummins, 3,741.
J. B. Sullivan, 2,410. John F. Hanson,
324. John M. \Vork, 72.

ABSTRACT OF COUNTY VALUATIONS FOR
TOWNSHIPS.

LANDS,

LOTS.

1903.

RAILROADS,

PERSONAL.

EXPRESS.

Barclay ......... ... ................. .
Bennington . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... .
Big Creek .......................... .
Black Hawk ...... ................... .
Cedar..... . ............. ... ......... .
Cedar Falls ......................... .
Eagle ... ...... .... . ............ ..... .
East Waterloo ........ ..... .. . ....... .
Fox ............ .... ................ .
Lester ........... . .................. .
Lincoln ............ . ............... .
Mount Vernon ............ . ..... .. ... .
Orange ....... .. ....... ... . .......... .
Poyner ............................. .
Sp~ing Creel.: . .... , ................ ~ ..
Umon .............................. .
Washington ......................... .
\Vaterloo ............... . ............ .

$282,480 ...... .. . .
262,358 ......... .
185,743 ......... .
284,252 ......... .
222,211
$ 3,122
318,76li
5,224
321,797 ......... .
286,835
56,036
267,279 ......... .
238,832 ....... .
328,235
3,563
279,716
581
320,432
567
247,831
15,834
174,653 ......... .
00,6.55
062
03,414 ........ .
149,187
5,611

SuB TOTAL............. . . . . . . . . . . $4,363,676
CITIES AND TOWNS.

Waterloo, East.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Waterloo, West..... . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .
Cedar Falls....................... . .
LaPorte........................ .....
Hudson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Dunkerton... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
SUB TOTAL................... ....
GRAND TOTAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . ·

$39,834
47,532
21,789
40,180
32,530
47,936
41,376
44,103
45,416
41,518
52,446
44,168
73,851
50,130
26,064
22,347
14,149
29,045

858,309

.

8352

.....

. .... .....

23,052
34,054
63,047
78,050

143
321
382
548

. ......... . . . . . . . . .
88,550

. .........

.

TEL.

& TEL.

TOTAL-

-- ----

383
......

. . .

31,864
40,102
7,564
22,808
37,534

262
282
105
160
118

43,987
l-1,885
50,040

263
190
99

$505,826

$3,608

. . . . . . . . . . .........

S :380
300
1,064
1,389
1,433
1,030
1,483
1,702
646
832
1,073
663
1,317
1,028
1,050
847
641
656

8381,645
310,190
232,601
360,205
323,625
452,454
364,656
478,500
313,341
313,308
425,701
332,797
428,225
352,475
201,767
159,061
123,279
234,638

:'192,400

8714,423

$13,620 Sl,292,236
11,608
004,060
4,625
(J72,053
3,2.52
1-13,538
4,727
33,83-.1
3,146
19,151

$476 311
417,997
277,138
87,510
41,109
25,834

819,288
31,661 1
3,,001
11,750
6,820
4,419

$122
213
](JO
701
561
36

$036 SI,802,513
730 1,457,169
8-18
088,01.i
538
246,658
61
86,607
15
52,601

$40,978 $'3,l-'i5,772 81,325,800

S108,0201

S657 I

S3,l28 84,634,173

I

$18,634 $5,788,567

I

- - - - - - - - - - - -1 - - - --1- - - - - 1- - - - - -- -

I$4,404,6541$3,247,172 : $2,040,322:

$703,8551

S4,2G:'i

I

$21, 762 $10,423,030
I

AND REPRESENTATIVE CITIZENS.

81

Board of County Supervisors clone their bridge
work, the roads of Black Hawk County would
Bridging the streams on public highways now be in far better condition than they are.
In the early years of the county, so far as
has cost Black Hawk County a mint of money.
This heavy expense entailed upon the tax pay- can be ascertained from the records, the County
ers has not resulted from any special treachery judge devoted very little attention to aiding the
upon the part of the narrow streams which building of bridges. When that autocrat's auwater it so well. Loss of bridges from floods thority was taken from him and a Board of
has been no greater here than in other portions Supervisors, constituted of one member, from
of the state; in fact, much less than in many each township, was substituted as the county
other counties. The heavy expense entailed government, it was better for general purposes
for bridge building was in consequence of the but, so far as building bridges was concerned,
ambition of the Boards of Supervisors to make not very much better. The members from the
the streams on public highways always cross- sparsely settled townships with no large streams
able; to keep the bridges up to the times; to to bridge wanted sums out of all proportion
have them numerous enough to meet the wants to their just deserts and by combination could
This get them, while the important points were left
of the people in every neighborhood.
cannot be done in a county traversed diagonally largely to shift for themselves. An illustraby a large river from the northwest to the tion of this is found in the instance of bridging
southeast corner, and which is feel by numer- the Cedar River at vVaterloo. The citizens
ous creeks many of them large as small rivers. built the first bridge by subscription, G. W.
Bridges constitute one of the most import- Couch being the contractor and principal subant, if not the most important, interests with scriber. It was constructed on wooden piers,
which the county authorities have to deal. and' was opened to the public in September,
They are essential to neighborhood communi- 1859. In 1864 or, 1865, two spans of the
cation and to the convenience of general busi- bridge fell and were replaced, but in a freshet
ness. They are an indispensable requisite to- soon afterward the entire structure was swept
good roads, and good roads are of far, more away. For the second bridge the supervisors
importance to the farming community and the voted an appropriation of $2,000 to build a
town as well than either has as yet fully real- bridge at this point 600 feet long, and at the
S?me session voted an appropriation of $3,500
ized.
Good bridges are the first step to good to build a 160-foot bridge over Big Creek at
roads, and' if the " ·ork clone in the seyeral su- La Porte City. And this Waterloo bridge was
pervisor districts of the county on the roads before them several years before they could be
had been as wisely clone and made to count for induced to vote even that much. They d'icl
the money it represented as well as has the finally raise the sum to $5.000 and, with $7,000
BRIDGES.
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Waterloo bridge. On February 17, 1872, an
appropriation of $14,000 was made for the
construction of the Waterloo bridge, and A. T.
Weatherwax, H . B. Allen and L. A. Cobb,
were authorized to receive proposals for the
building of the same. This committee was instructed to repo_rt the proposals to the county
bridge commissioners who were authorized to
O rdered, 1"h at tfl e sum of $8,000, or so much th ereaward the same. The contract was awarded
of as may be necessa ry, be appropriated o ut of th e bridge
to the Ohio Bridge Company, and on April 11,
fund to build necessary abutm ents, and not more than
fo ur pi ers, for a new bridge o n the site of the present
1872, a further appropriation of $1,900 was
bridge across th e Cedar Riv er, in th e city of Waterloo ;
made. Work was commenced on the bridge
and that th e Board of Supervi sors act in Committee of
the Wh ole to receive proposal s, and let the contract in
and completed in the summer and fall of 1872.
wh ole or in part for furni shin g material and for building
The Board of Supervisors, composed of
said abutments and pi er s.
one supervisor for each township, had little
On September 6, 1871, in the matter of sympathy for the larger cities. The \i\Taterloo
the \Vaterloo bridge, the board not having au- bridge, originally built by enterprising private
thority to appropriate more than $12,000 for citizens, was always grudgingly repaired at
any one bridge, and having already appropri- county expense.
ated $8,000 for building the abutments and
On December 17, 1872, $11,000 was appropiers, submitted the question of appropriating priated for an iron bridge at Cedar Falls, the
$18,000 for the superstructure to a vote of the county bridge commissioners to award the conpeople at the general election on the second tract, and G. B. Van Saun, A. S. Smith and E.
Townsend were appointed to superintend the
Tuesday in October, 1871.
On September 9, 1871, on petition of the building of the same.
The township system had its day, and the
citizens of Waterloo, it was ordered that the
east end of the new bridge be at the center of present system, the district system, was instithe county road, and that the west end be at tuted, making a vast improvement. Seven suthe center of Bridge street, as near as practi- pervisor districts ( seven men) agree together
mor,e readily and deal more justly in respect
cable.
On December 4, 1871, a canvass of the elec- to all sections of the county than 18 distion showed that there were 892 votes for the tricts ( 18 men) possibly could. And the sysappropriation for the Waterloo bridge, and 912 tem has worked well in all things relating to
against said appropriation. Appropriation lost. bridges. Perhaps new conditions are arising,
On January 3, 1872, the Board appropri- if they have not already arisen, where a board
ated $4,700 ( the limit allowed by law) for the of supervisors elected by a majority vote of the
raised by subscription in the town, a bridge \<Vas
secured. This is an illustration of the way the
township supervisor system was run , so far
as building bridges was concerned.
In 1871 it was found necessary to provide
for a better and more permanent structure, and
on August 16, the Board of Supervisors

1

MELAN ARCH BRIDGE AT WATERLOO
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electors of the entire county would better rep- Creek at Dunkerton was built in 1894 by the
sent the material interests of the county. But Hannibal Company at a cost of $3,800. The
that question is not under consideration farther bridge over the Black Hawk (N. M. Stark &
than that is always proper to anticipate pro- Company, contractors ( 1889), cost $2,225 and
gress 0;1 lines which experience has proven the approaches cost $532. The Cedar Falls
beneficial to the general interest. The change bridge over the Cedar ( American Bridge Comfrom 18 to seven super\'isors had become nec- p:111 y, contractors, 1891). finished in 1892,
essary from the changed conditions, and in cost $30,000. The same company took down
order to insure justice to all sections it better t11e old bridge and placed it across the Cedar
represents all interests than did the old one. between Washington and Union townships at a
Rut the changes in population and material cost of $4,000. The Marsh Bridge Company,
wealth tend to render the district systen1 obso- in 1902-03, put in the Fourth street (Waterlete. .\ board elected by a vote of the entire loo) Melan Arch Bridge, at a cost of $7 4, roo,
county would be a more just representation $29, mo of which was paid by the city of
The same company was paid
of all interests, whether it be a board of three \i\Taterloo.
$11,000 for taking clown the old bridge and
or fi\'e.
But as at present constibtted the Board of setting up three spans of it on the n~w Cedar
Supervisors has clone fine work on the line of Falls and Waterloo road over the Cedar River
bridge building. Going no farther back than at the upper encl o~ Cedar River Park and Sans
1887 when the contract for the \i\Taterloo Fifth Souci Park, and two spans of it over the Black
Street bridge was let, the story of progress is Hawk on the West Side Cedar Falls and
well worth reciting. J. B. Locke had the con- \Vaterloo road.
The Melan Arch Bridge is the first of the
tract for the stone work. which cost $10.304.
kind
erected in the State. It is a steel and
C. P. Jones was the contractor for the superstructure (iron), which cost $20,496. The cement bridge; the steel girders around and
Bea\'er; bridge built in 1889, by J. W. Crawford over which the cement is laid are hidden com& Son, cost $2,420. The same year $2,890 was pletely from view, no material except the ceexpended on two bridges over the Black Hawk. ment showing, giving the appearance of a huge
The Gilbertsville bridge over the Cedar River, compact block of stone. The bridge lacks a
huilt in 1892 by the George E. King Building few feet of bei11g the full width of the street,
Company, cost $24,000. This bridge was re- which detracts somewhat from it and while all
paired in 1898 at a cost of $r.ooo. It is the admire it, and the people of the county are
longest bridge in the county. The Big Creek proud of it, it is sincerely to be regretted that
bridge-the La Porte City bridge-(Toleclo there was still enough of the old spirit left,
Bridge Company. contractors) was built in which ruled early in the county's history, with
I 894 at a cost of $2. 100. A bridge over Crane some members of the board to defeat the pro5
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position to make the bridge the full width of
the street.
The work of putting m the piers for the
bridge was greatly interr,u pted in 1902 by continuously recurring freshets, which lasted practically through the entire season. It was a
matter of getting fairly started, then being
obliged to stop work; doing much of it, that of
a temporary character, over; doing it over
again, and so on. But notwithstanding the
difficulties sur,rounding the task, the bridge
was completed late in the fall of 1903.
The contract did not call for the paving of
the bridge and that fell to the city to do at a
cost of several thousands of dollars.
There is no give in the bridge; it is as
solid as the firm earth, and it is good for a
hundred years without other repairs than that
of repaving it at indefinite periods. The bridge
is 586 feet in length and 60 feet in width.
There are numerous bridges over various
streams in the county about the size and cost
of the smaller ones mentioned above, and all
the streams "in every part of the county are well
bridged. For several years past none but iron
and steel bridges with solid' stone abutments
have been erected, except the very small ones.
The supervisors make an annual contract
with Henry Knapp to do all the bridge repairing and pay him thousands of dollars for the
\vork. There is no botch work permitted.
There are seven bridges across the, Cedar
River, all first-class-one between Big Creek
and Spi·ing Creek townships, one at Gilbertsville, two at Waterloo, one at Sans Souci, one

at Cedar Falls and one six miles above Cedar
Falls.
The bridge tax for 1904 is $26,056.91.
In 1903 there were ·$60,000 county bonds
floated, to take up county warrants, the large
part of ,vhich were issued for bridge purposes.
COURT RECORDS

Are, in many ways, full of instruction. They
tell a plain story, sometimes directly, but more
often indirectly of the life of a people. The
great multitude of men ar,e more in court either
to make defense against a charge of crime or
to contest for property rights. About the same
proportion of people continue to appear in
court on criminal charges, one year with another. It is no better, apparently, in that respect today than it was when courts wer,e first
held in Black Hawk County. The proportion
of criminals to the population does not appear
to diminish with the increase of riches, the
advance in intelligence, and the diffusion of
education. The multiplication of comfortable
homes in town and country, and the improvement in the better living of all laboring classes
of people. would seem surely to minimize crime
and materially reduce the proportion of criminals; but it does not appear in the court records
that such is the case. Burglary, arson, brutal
assault and murder continue to stain the otherwise fairly fair page. This is the sorry side of
the picture presented by the court record's.
The divorce record. contrary to current
opinion on the subject, is little if any worse
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than it was 40 years ago. At the first or second
term of court held in this county there were
two divorces granted. There were others during· the year. In 1903 there were 44 divorces
granted which, considering the difference in
population, is not greater than was granted in
1854. The publicity given to court proceedings, and the system pursued by the newspapers, in the publishing of the number of cases
on the docket for any particular term of court,
misleads the public. As an illustration take
the docket as it now is. There were 12 or 14
divorce cases brought last year and not settled,
all of which will appear in the list of cases for
the next term, and will be understood by the
reading public to be new cases. This method
giYes the appearance of a regular "divorce
mill."
Neither does there seem to be any diminution in civil litigation; it changes in kind but
not in amount. In the early clays of the county,
men were no more greedy of gain nor more
unscrupulous than they are to-clay, but they had,
wider opportunities and used both the velvet
soft and the iron hand in their financial operations. Three per cent a month interest doubled
up rapidly, and · in the close times mortgages
made to secure the loan had to be foreclosed.
At the March term of court, 1856, 69 foreclosur,es were docketed. In the March term,
1857, there were 149 cases docketed. Along
in 1863-64 page upon page of foreclosures of
mortgages were on docket at each term, Some
single firms wo·uld have three or four conseCL1tive pages of the docket devoted to foreclosures.
The homes wrecked by foreclosures in those

clays are too numerous to mention, but the, for,tunes made were limited to a very few. As
showing the change from then to now, it may
be said that there are scarcely a dozen foi-eclosure cases in the Black Hawk County
courts in a year.
Litigation is not wanting. There is enottgh
of it. It is not mortgage foreclosures; it is
something else. One growing feature of litigation markedly noticeable on the1 turning of
the pages of the court records is that for dan~- '
ages. Suits for damages for this, that and ,
everything; but especially suits against railroads and other civil corporations and against
municip~lities. It is proverbially true that a
railroad or other money-maki1;g corporation is
reasonably sure to have to pay, .if once the case
goes to the jury. And, str,a nge as it may appear, it is even more that way when a suit for
damages is brought against a municipality.
The frequent success of these damage suits
encourages the bringing of them, and the
growth of this kind of litigation has been remarkable.
CRIMIN AL CASES.

On the 6th ·clay of July, 1857, Andrew J .
Y artcey was shot' and killed by Jacob Harmon,
while holding his plow, in Spring Creek township. On the 20th of Octoher, the grand jury,
George Ordway, for,eman, presented a true bill
of indictment against Harmon. On October
22. the accused was arraigned and pleaded
not guilty. The prosecution was conducted by
Sylvester Bagg, J. M. Preston and S. W. Raw-
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son, and Newton & Brainard, George Bishop I \\·as shot in the left side of the head by George.
and Pierce appeared for the defense. The jury 1 Almira and George then drove hurriedly to
was composed of John Hackett, J. M. Benja- Cedar Falls, and the girl excitedly related to
min. 0. 0. St. John. J. L. Alline, S. R. Crit- James Taggart what they had done. The pair
tenden, James Merwin, Charles E. Balkeour, ,,·ere arrested a few minutes afterward.
\Vright was able to stagger to the school
\Villiam \V. Eiswall, Randall Churchill. Auand tell what ha<l befallen him. He was
house
gustin Beaucham, George M. Pratt and Charles
Singleterry. After a patient hearing, on the taken to Mr. Davidson's house, and the next
morning of October 24 the jury returned a day was removed to vVaterloo.
The subsequent statement of the Stickleys
verdict of ''guilty of murder in the second' degree.'" A motion for, a new trial was over- was that Almira was in love with Wright, and
ruled, and Harmon was sentenced to be con- was determined to marry or kill him, in which
fined in the penitentiary at hard labor for a she was abetted by the mother. George had
been anxious to secure the girl for some time,
period of 11 years.
One of the most noted criminal cases in the and his motive for becoming an acccomplice
annals of Black Hawk County was the at- in the attempted murder is apparent. The bu1tempted murder of Byron \,\!right at Cedar let in \,Yright's head was not extracted until
City, by Almira Stickley, January 6, 1873. the following August.
Mrs. Stickley was convicted at Vinton in
Mr. \,\!right was teaching the public school in
that village, and was, up to that elate, boarding March, 1873, for complicity in the attempt to
with Mrs. Stickley, at the solicitation of her murder Wright, and sentenced to the penitendaughter. Finding the place unpleasant, he tiary for nine years. Almira was sentenced to
decided to remove to Mrs. Kingsley's, and had' the reform school for one year.
Wright afterward removed to Johnson
notified the Stickleys of the proposed change
on the morning noted above, just before start- County and marr.ied. He obtained a situation
ing to his school. He had slept late that morn- in the Iowa City public schools, but soon after
ing and did not wait for his breakfast. At re- became insane. He was harmless in his incess, he returned to Mrs. Stickley's for some- sanity, and was allowed to re111~·nat Waterloo,
As predicted
thing to eat, and while eating his lunch, Almira whithe~ his friends took · him.
Stickley approached from behind and fired a at the t11ne he was shot, he died fro 11 the effects
revolver at his head, the bullet penetrating his oi the wound July 26, 1875.
The Stickleys appealed from the judgment
brain. \,Y righ rose from the table, fell to the
\'e
lea
.
to
Shane, and were for some time at
attempted
Judge
of
floor, regained his feet and
the room, but was prevented by Richard large on bail, pending the decision of the apGeorge. a lover of Almira's. He then went to peal, which was adverse to them. Their bail
the window for air and. while standing there. then surrendered them to undergo the sentence

AND REPRESENTATIVE CITIZENS.
pronounced. George had previously forfeited
his bail and fled the State.
On the morning of April 5, 1873, the body
of an infant was found in the Cedar River, below Cedar Falls. On April 29 William Riley
and Ursula Spangler were inclittecl for the
murder. of the, child. Miss Spangler took
change of venue to Bremer County. Riley was
tried in Black Hawk County, and on the 3rd
day of October, 1873, Judge D. S. vVilson rendered judgment that the said \Villiam Riley be
imprisoned at hard labor in the penitentiary of
the State of Iowa, at Fort Madison, for the
term of his lifetime, or life, and that he pay
the costs of the prosecution, taxed at $22.
State of Iowa vs. Billings.-The criminal
annals of the county, as developed in the cour,ts,
are especially enriched by cases brought here
on change of venue.
In 1889, M. E. Billings ,,·as indicted in
Bremer County for the murder of \V. L.
Kingsley. On the trial he asked for a change
of venue on the ground that the prejudice was
so strong against him, in the excitement, that
it was impossible for him to get justice. This
was refused and he was tried and convicted
and sentenced to the penitentiary for life. A
motion for a new trial was overr~tlecl, the court
Judge Ruddick. saying that he would have acc1uitted defendant. An appeal was taken and
the Supreme Court set aside the verdict and
ordered a new trial.
The case came to Black Hawk County in
1889 on change of venue and was tried before
Judge Ney; Ed. Dawson, prosecuting attorney for Bremer County, and C. \V. Mullan,

prosecuting attoreny for, Black Hawk County,
appearing for the State and Billings' son, W.
L. Eaton and G. Willington for the clef ense.
The indictment charged' that on the 21st
clay of December, 1889, M. E. Billings premeditatedly and ,,·ith malice aforethought shot to
death with a revolver Vv. L. Kingsley.
The crime was committed in the office · of
Kingsley in the second story of a building in
the town of vVaverly. It was in the evening,
near dusk, and Billings was seen issuing from
the stairway of the building crying, "I am shot,
and I have the papers to show why." He was
taken to a drug stor.e and an examination disclosed a bullet hole in his coat, vest, shirt and
undershirt. The buckle which connects the
lower part of the suspenders with the upper
part was badly dented and a bullet was mashed
and adhering to it.
A few minutes later Kingsley was found in
his office lying on his back with a bullet hole
through his face, still alive, but unconscious.
His face and eyebrows were · badly burned by
the powder from the revolver, indicating that
its muzzle had been placed against his face
when it was discharged. He was alive but unconscious, and lived but a short time.
The witnesses were numerous and various
papers going to show the relations of hostility
and enmity between the defendant and Kingsley were introduced.
Kingsley was a lawyer, a young man of
high character and attainments; belonged to
one of the best families and was regarded as an
exceptionally strong young man with a bright
future before him. Billings was also a lawyer,
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regarded as shrewd in- any and all sor,ts of
meanness, and generally disliked. They had
their differences and troubles, some relating to
the manner in which Kingsley had treated him,
ordering him out of his office, locking the door
so he could not get i11. Billings circulated
stories derogatory to Kii1gsley's character, setting afloat stories of his keeping loose women
in his office and locking the door, to avoid discovery; also that he had procured an affidavit
from a young woman charging Kingsley with
seduction. He likewise had a written confession from his own wife, who was a young
woman, that Kingsley had been criminally intimate with her. Billings went to Kingsley's
office with a number of notes and mortgages
which he wished him to sign as a settlement
with the young woman alleged to have been
wronged. In an office on the same floor was
another professional man. The door of his
office into the hallway was open and he heard
a wordy altercation between the two, but was
able to catch only broken sentences of it.
It was about signing those papers, asservations
of the truth of the charges made ·on the one
hand and denials with countercharges of blackmail on the other. The altercation grew fierce
and this witness heard a shot fired and another
one four seconds later ·; then a heavy fall.
The case was fought for all it was worth
on both sides. The State counsel, Dawson,
since grown prominent in the law and with a
State wide reputation as one of the railroad
commissioners; Mullan, eminent as a lawyer
and at present Attorney General of the State;
W'. L. Eaton, at that time regarded as one of

.

the foremost criminal lawyers and most eloquent speakers 111 Northern Iowa, since
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and
now prominently named for the Republican
nomination for Congress in his district; Wellington was the leading criminal lawyer pf
Minnesota. It was a great fight and the defense was strong, but the jury brought in a
verdict of guilty.
The testimony was purely circumstantial.
The bad character of Billings was the strongest
feature of the evidence. The confession of
his wife to having had illicit intercourse with
Kingsley which he presented to Kingsley in
his effort to force him to sign the notes above
referred to, he admitted was false and obtained
only as a decoy. His general bad character:
was exploited in the testimony of numerous
witnesses. On the other hand, there was no
denial of the high character of Kingsley; the
defense freely admitted the exceptional esteem
with which he was held in the community.
Their defense was that he had shot himself,
thinking that he had killed Billings. The fear
of loss of reputation and standing in the community; a delicate sensibility to even a st{spicion upon his honor, however small the foundation for it, and the certainty that the machinations of Billings, causeless as they were, must
result in something of that nature, so worked
upon him that rather. than submit to even so
slight a measure of disgrace he would take his
own life.
An appeal was taken and the verdict of the
jury was set aside and the case remanded to
the lower court for further consideration.
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The judge gmng the decision in the Supreme Court said that the evidence was purely
circumstantial, and made two points; one was
that the wound' in Kingsley's face was such as
could haYe been inflicted by his own hand with
a reYolver; that the burnt face and eyebrows
indicated that the muzzle of the pistol had been
placed against his face; that Kingsley was
young and strong in the vigor of manhood
and could easily have prevented Billings shooting him in that way; the other was that men
had taken their own lives under circumstances
similar to those which surrounded Kingsley.
Billings laid in jail nearly a year after the
Supreme Court's decision and finally got out a
writ of habeas corpus before Judge Ney, who
let him out on bail fixed at $5,000, on his own
recogn I zance.
Billings, utterly discredited, left \rVaverly,
and went to Nebraska and finally drifted to
California.
State vs. Aclams.-Stephen Howard was
murdered on a farm in Lester township in the
year 1895 by Charles Adams.
Adams and Howard were relatives and
liYed on adjoining farms. They had difficulty
from time to time growing out of the trespassing of the stock of the one on the domains of
the other. Adams' cattle had been doing damage on Howard's premises. On the morning
of January 3, 1895, Howard went over to
Adams' place and found him in the barnyard,
his brother, Alonzo Adams, with him working
about the stable. Adams was a comparatively
young man ; HO\Yarcl was over 80 years old
but \\·ith the build and strength of _a Hercules.
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They got into an altercation and Howard was
assaulted by the two Aclamses. He walked
home, a distance of 80 rpcls, went into the
house and sat clown on a chair, but said' nothing. It was disclosed in the evidence that there
were 72 broken bones in his face, and there
were holes in his face as if made by the prongs
of a fork.
Adams came to Waterloo, consulted a lawyer, gave himself up, went before a justice of
the peace, waived examination and was bound
over to the grand jury. Howard died the next
morning.
Before the meeting of the grand jury,
County Attorney George W. Dawson, accompanied by two physicians, secured the consent
of the widow to the disinterment of the bod'y of
Howard. The head was taken from the body
and carried to the office of one of the physicians, Dr. Ward, at Fairbank. It was placed
upon the table just as if on the body and a fourtined pitchfork was secured and the tines of the
fork exactly fitted into the openings in the face.
The fork ha'cl apparently bee;1 given a twist.
It was the presumption that the defendant had
knocked him down, and' that the other Adams
had plunged the fork into his face while clown.
The plea of self-defense was set up with
more or less success. An effort was made to
prove that Howard was of a quarrelsome disposition and overbearing and that his superior
strength made him a dangerous man. There
were r I photographs of Howard's head, each
taken in a different position, exhibited at the
trial. There was much excitement attending
it, and both sides had friends. Ther,e was no
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question of Howard's strength and his wonderful vitality for a man of 80 years was evidenced
by his ability to walk a distance of 80 rods with
72 broken bones in his face. But that he was
quarrelsome was strongly combatted.
His
children were and are among the best of citizens.
C. W. Mullan assisted County Attorney
Dawson in the prosecution. The defense was
:r:epresented by H. H. Bezold, Boies, Couch &
Boies and 0. C. Miller. The trial lasted 14
days. A verdict of guilty of murder in the second degree with extenuating circumstances was
rendered and Adams was sentenced to the penitentiary for four years. Alonzo Adams was
acquitted. Charles Adams was pardoned a few
months before the expiration of his sentence
and his rights to citizenship restored.
State of Iowa vs. C. H. Brainard.-The
most memorable criminal trial ever had in this
county, in some respects, was that of the State
of Iowa vs. C. H. Brainard, brought from
Cerro Gordo County on change of venue to
Black Hawk County in 1866.
Brainard was indicted for forging the name
of his uncle, Austin Brainard, to certain promissory notes.
In 1856 the two men came from the East
together. The uncle was a bachelor, well advanced in life and possessed of ample means.
The young man had a fine physique, a commanding presence and a good -education, but
no money. The elder man purchased land in
Cerro Gordo County and some town property.
He returned East, but defendant remained.
Austin Brainar,d came back in 1857 but that

.

was the last time he visited Iowa. The younger
man flourished and in a few years became a
banker and real estate dealer of prominence.
His handsome person, air of cultivation and
authority, and his dashing ways made him popular. In 1866 the uncle died and his brothe 1•
was appointed administrator. In settling up
the estate, he found several notes given by C.
H. Brainard. There was also found among his
papers copies of a number of letters he had
written C. H. Brainard, requesting the payment
of the notes. The administrator of the estate
brought suit on one of the notes. and defendant brought in as set-off a number of notes
which he claimed fo hold against Austin Brainard. deceased, elating back into the "fifties."
The administrator lost the suit, and the matter
rested for a year. or two.
It does not appear clearly who instigated the
criminal prosecution. but it ,ms the "·ork ot
either one of t"·o uncles or his own father or
of all three of them. It was an unusual cirsumstance that in the prosecution of C. H.
Brainard, an uncle from Massachusetts, another from Wisconsin, and' his own father residing in Ohio, all came from long distances,
voluntarily, and appeared as witnesses against
him. C. P. Brainard, another relative, and
Charles Poindexter were lawyers for the defense, but the appeal was taken to the Supreme
Court by lawyers of greater pr,ominnce.
Among the testimony introduced on the
trial were those notes of C. H. Brainard and
Austin Brainard, and also the correspondence
between the two in reference to the indebtedness of C. H. to Austin Brainard. The proseet1-

AND REP RESENT A TIVE CITIZENS.

tion endeavored to prove that the notes given by
Austin to C. H. Brainard were forgeries, and
the uncles and the father of defendant and experts were introduced as witnesses to prove the
forgery. The defense also had experts brought
from away down East and a judge from Maine,
-these testified to the genuineness of the signatures. The judge had been well acquainted
with Austin Brainard, had' had correspondence
with him, and had known the intimate relations
existing between the uncle and nephew, and the
confidence which the uncle placed in him. He
had seen the uncle sign notes in blank for the
nephew to fill out as occasion required.
Several days were consumed in the trial;
the contentions of the experts and the lawyers
were furious, but the jury brought in a verdict
of guilty.
All through the trial the defendant dressed
in the height of style. bore an air of careless
assurance, and moved about the court room, at
times a perfect Adonis. A full house of spectators were constantly in attendance, men and
women, and about equally divided in opinio~
as to the guilt or innocence of the defendant.
Few men sided with him, but there was not a
woman who did not think it was perfectly
shameful to prosecute such a fine man.
Appeal was had and the lower court was reversed. The Supreme Court held that while
the defendant had been guilty of gross ingratitude. yet injustice did not constitute forgery.
The court said that there was a cause of action
against him but that the evidence of forgery
was lacking, and went on as if apologizing for
the State's counsel, saying that the distinguished
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lawyers who appeared before the Supreme
Court did not appear in the case in the court
below.
\i\That, if anything more, there was clone
with the case does not appear. Or what was
the final outcome of Brainard's career. But
probably a like instance of two uncles and' a
man's own father making such sacrifices to
prove a nephew and a son to be a criminal will
·never again stain the judicial records of the
county.
There are instances in which judges have
sentenced their own sons to prison and the
scaffold; that was in the line of duty, not taken
on by themselves voluntarily, but as an obligation incident to their judicial position.
The lawyers in the case in the Supreme
Court were Barker & Shields for the State and
T. S. Wilson and S. P. Brainard for the defense. Barker and T. S. Wilson were at the
time among the foremost lawyers of the State.
State vs. E. J. Dean.-A case which attracted great interest at the time ( 1876) and
which has been kept alive in the mind's of people
ever since by the persistncy with which the defendant in the case has kept himself before the
public, and for the further reason that he, a
man of fine education and wide attainments,
always felt that a greater wrong was clone him
than "·ould have been done him had he been
sentenced to the penitentiary for life.
The case in question is that of E. J. Dean
who was indicted in Bremer County on the
charge of perjury, November 17, 1875. The
case was brought to Black Hawk County on
change of venue.
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E. J. Dean was defendant in a law suit in
Floyd County and employed as counsel the firm
of Gray, Dougherty & Gibson. There was a
dispute over, the bill for services, and the law
firm sued him for the amount, charging at the
rate of $25 per day, which it was alleged was
the sum agreed upon in a specific verbal agreement. During the trial the plaintiffs introduced
as witnesses the three attorneys suing, and
three other witnesses who were present when
the agreement was made, who all swore positively that a specific agreement as to fees was
made with Dean by the firm, and the charge
was to be $25 per day for such services. Dean
swore directly to the contrary, that there was
no special agreement to pay $25 per day or any
other specific sum; that he employed them gen- .
erally to take charge of the case.
Subsequently, criminal proceedings ·were
instituted against Dean, and the same witnesses
appeared' before the grand jury who had appeared in the civil trial, and testified against
him. He was indicted for perjury.
He took a change of venue, in his petition
assigning as a reason that the court, Judge
Ruddick, presiding, was prejudiced against him,
and that he could not have a fair trial. The ,
case was sent to Black Hawk County and ap- .
pears on the docket five times. The first entry
on the docket re?-ds: "Bond reduced to $200.,
June 7, 1876." The last entry was that, "We,
the jury, find the defendant insane."
H. Preston, now of Cedar Rapids, defended"'
him. The court ordered him taken to the Hos- ,
pital for the Insane at Independence, Buchanan
County, and that criminal proceedings be sus-

pended until the said Dean should become sane.
The record does not show that there wa~
any plea of insanity inade by the defense, but
there were several physicians introduced as witnesses and it was doubtless upon their testimony that the jury based their verdict. However they may be, it was a humiliation to Mr.
Dean worse than a penitentiary sentence. He
would have preferred' being accounted a criminal rather than insane.
E. J. Dean is a man of unusual attainments,
and possesses a knowledge of ancient, medi~val
and modern history surpassed by few. For the
past quarter of a century he has kept himself
well before the people of this section of the
State and has spent much time in Washington.
He has been an independent candidate for Congress in the Third Congressional District of
Iowa six or eight times, always getting a few
votes. He remained but a short time at the
Hospital for the Insane and no further criminal
proceedings were ever instituted against him.
The case, in all its bearings, is one the like
of which few if any have ever been recorded.
State vs. Ike Cohen.-In March, 1896,
there was a disastrous fire in La Porte City.
Suspicion settled· upon Mike and Ike Cohen,
proprietors of a clothing store which was part
of the property destroyed. They were arrested
and on the 20th day of March, 1896, were indicted, charged with the crime of arson. The
trial is interesting because of the shrewdness
displayed by the defendants in laying grounds
for a defense preliminary to setting the fire, in
case they should be suspected.
A short time previous to the date of the
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<lestructive fire, a fire of mysterious origin was
<liscovered in the curtains of the window in
front of their store. It was in broad daylight
when many people were on the street and the
fire was in plain view of all. It was quickly
extinguished and the loss was insignificant.
They made this the excuse for taking out heayy
additional insurance on their stock. Following
this a few days, on Saturday night, a fire was
<liscoyered in a lumber yard. The Cohens had
entere<l church late when the se1vices were well
along and it was recalled that they were rather
excited'. Shortly after their entrance in the
church, the alarm of fire was given. It was
quickly put out. Two bottles were discovered
at one encl of a lumber pile. One was a beer
bottle, empty, but which had contained oil that
had evidently been poured on the lumber at that
point. The other was a quart ink bottle of a
particular br.ancl and label which was full of oil
and had a candle stuck in it. This had been
placed directly under the lumber pile. The arrangement was so made as to insure early discovery and thus prevent serious loss. The discovery of these bottles the following day naturally resulted in inquiry as to where they came
from, and that night, apparently suspecting
that an investigation would be made at the ·
\'arious stores, the Cohens took a case of the ink
and carried it away, throwing it under a culvert where the bottles were discovered by
school children the next morning. In handling
the bottles one had fallen on the floor in their
store and broken. They had picked it up and
thrown it in a basket with the others. They
haci' endearnred to wash all evidence of the ink
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away, but the stains remained and were easily
discernible. Mike, not knowing that Ike had
gi\·en this explanation, and being asked about
it by another customer said that he sold a
bottle of ink to a customer and he had accidentally let it fall. That night, two nights
after the lumber yard fire, occurred the disastrous one mentioned above. The Cohen's store
was destroyed with one or two others.
In the cellar of a store which escaped and
which was near the middle of the block all the
preparations for a conflagration had been made
almost precisely like those at the lumber pile.
Kerosene had been liberally sprinkled about
the room and a lighted candle had been placed
in the mouth of a bottle filled with kerosene oil,
but the light had gone out without igniting the
oil.

I

The investigation which followed resulted
in the discovery that there was a trail of ink
from the Cohen store to the culvert or bridge
under which the bottles had been found.
These fires, that in the curtains on the window in the Cohen's store, that at the lumber
yard and the preparations made for a fire in the
cellar of the grocery store occurring in so short
a time of each other, gave rise to two theories .
One was based upon the theory that the Cohens
were preparing the public mind to believe that
some one was setting the fires, not for any particular grudge he had against the owners of
the property, but as a fire monomaniac; the
other was that the Cohens had got ready for
the fire in their own store and then gone halfway up the block and made similar preparations
there. expecting that the two fires would break
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out simultaneously and the whole block would
be destroyed, thus giving force to the first
theory.
The chain of circumstances and the ink
episode were strong evidence against the Cohens. There was one peculiar circumstance
which the attorneys for, the defense, Mullan &
Pickett, attempted to use in the interest of their
clients. The store under which the preparations had been made for a fire was a grocery
store, the proprietors of which locked it, forbidding any one to enter to remove the goods,
though it was threatened by the raging flames.
These efforts to divert suspicion from the Cohens to some other direction failed. The label
on the ink bottle found in the lumber yard was
the same as those found on the bottles under
the bridge, and a like labeled ink was not to be
found in any other store in the town.
It was a hotly contested legal battle with
G. W. Dawson, county attorney, assisted by Ed
Dawson, for the State and Mullan & Pickett
for the defense. The Cohens were tried' separately; Ike was tried first and was found guilty
of arson and sentenced to the penitentiary for
10 years; Mike was tried at a subsequent term
of the court and was acquitted.
Ike's case was taken to the Supreme Court
and the verdict of the court below was reversed.
POPULATION STATISTICS.
POPULATION
1850
1851
1852
1854

OF

BLACK HAWK COUNTY SDICE .185'J.

.................. ........................
.. ... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ... .... ... ... ... ... ... .
. .. ... ... .... .. ... ... .... .. ... ... .. ... ... .
........................ ' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

135
200
315
2,514

1856
1859
186o
1863
1865
1867
1869
1870
1873
1875
1880
1885
1890
1895
1900

. .. ...... ... .... ... .. ...... ... ... ... .. .. ..
.. .... ... ... ... .. ... ... ... ..... ... .. .. .. .
. .. ... ...... ... ..... ... ... ... ... ... ... ....
... ... ... ... . . .... ... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ......
................... .. .....................
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ....... . ....... .
........... .. . . .. ... ...... ... ....... . .....
...... ....... ............................
. .. .. ... ... .... .. ... ...... ... .... .. ...... .
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...............
.... ......... .. ... . • ......................
.. ... ... ... . . ... ... ... ... ...... .. ... ... ..

5,533
7,095
8,244
10,014
12,3o6
16,036
18,961
21,7o6
23,136
22,913
23,913
23,86o
24,219
26,941
32,399

U.S. CENSUS.
TOWNSHIPS.

1900
Barclay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 739
Bennington . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 742
Big Creek, incl. La Porte City ........ 1,858
Black Hawk, incl. Hudson ........... 971
Cedar .............................. 619
Cedar Falls, incl. Cedar Falls city . ... 6,274
Eagle .... .......... . ... .......... .. 591
East Waterloo, incl. Wards 3 and 4 of
Waterloo city ................... 8,814
Fox .... ..... . ....... .. .. ....... .... 842
Lester, incl. Dunkerton .............. 1,002
Lincoln . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 664
Mount Vernon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 807
Orange ............................. 753
Poyner ............................. 1,088
Spring Creek .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . 617
Union .................. . ........... 475
Washington . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 380
Waterloo, incl. Wards 1 and 2 of
vVaterloo city .... .. ... . .... .... . 5, 163

Total of County . . .......... 32,399

1890

774
715
l,547
824
530
4.612
693
4,928
825
921
651
830
824
990
589
482

423
3,061
24,219

CITIES AND TOWNS.
Cedar Falls,
Ward 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . 966
vVard 2 ............ 1,379
\Vard 3 ............ 1,021
Ward 4 ............ 1,953
5,3r9

3,459
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Waterloo, in Waterloo and
East Waterloo Townships.
Ward r. . .. .. .. . . .. 2,362
Ward 2 ....... .. ... 2,334
Ward 3 . ...... . ... . 4,250
Ward 4 .... . ....... 3,634
12,58o
Dunkerton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 I 7
Hudson ....... . .... . ........ .. . ... . 359
La Porte City ......... . . ... . . ..... r,419
THE

BLACK

HAWK

COUNTY

6,674

1,0 52

AGRICULTURAL

SOCIETY.

The first meeting for the organization of an
agricultural society in this county was held at
the clerk's office in \iVaterloo, August 30, 1856.
G. A. Knowles was chairman of the meeting,
and S. 'vV. Rawson, secretary. At this meeting, a constitution was adopted and the following officers elected: President, George Ordway; vice-presidents, G. A. Knowles, Z.
Streeter, B. Winset; corresponding secretary,
S. W. Rawson; recording secretary, J. 0.
Williams; treasurer, 0. E. Hardy; executive
committee-L. Kennicutt, S. R. Crittenden,
James Barclay, C. K. 'vVhite, James Dunkerton, S. Webster, Benjamin Knapp, M. S. Oxley, M. W. Chapman, William Kent ancl Byron
Sergeant.
The executive committee was authorized to
make arrangements for a fair, but the first exhibition was not held until October I, 1857,
when it took place at the Court House. The
records do not show the premiums awarded,
but the treasurer's first annual report giyes the
receipts from all sources as amounting to $mo.
The attendance was quite large for the time,
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and the exhibition a meritorious one. One of
the principal attractions was an immense
squash vine, bearing 1, 100 pounds of "fruit,"
exhibited by T. B. and B. S. Doxey. During
the fair, the organization was perfected, and
the officers same as above continued for another year, except that James Evans was
elected treasurer, and J. H. Sherrill, L. C. Sanborn and J. H. Mead were added to the executive committee.
The second fair was on the 'vVest Side the
following year.
The vegetables, fine arts,
pickles, needle-work, preserves, etc., were in
the basement of the Congregational Church,
and the stock and cumbersome articles were 9ri
the bluff.
The grounds of the society were purchased
in 1865, but had been occupied for several years
before the purchase for the exhibition of stock,
etc., and the Court House was used for an exhibition hall. The grounds cost $2,175. The
cost of fitting up, fences and improvements,
was about $1,600. Fairs were held every year
until 1881, when the society found itself too
deeply involved to continue its existaence.
The following were the.presidents of the rnciety from its organization to the close: George
Ordway, 1856-58; J. H. Sherrill, 1859; - - ,
186o; 0. 0. St. John, 1861-64; Cicer.o Close,
1865; John Elwell, 1866; C. A. Farwell, 1867;
P. Mclsaac, 1868-70; A. Cottrell, 1871; Byron
Sergeant, 1872; A. Cottrell, i873-74; Albert
Whitney, 1875; H . B. Allen, 1876-78; A. C.
Bratnober, 1879; W. T. Whitney, 1880; and
M. W. Miller, 1881.
The Cedar Valley District Joint Stock Ag-
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ricultural Association was organized in 1856,
through Peter Melendy, who was its first president. Fairs \\·ere held at Cedar Falls until
1872, when a union was made with the county
society.
The Agricultural Society had a few years of
prosperity; then in another few years there
would be an occasional successful fair. Then
the State fairs, the Inter-State fairs, the horse
fairs and cattle fairs became so frequent and
numerous as to make the county fair seem not
\\·orth patronizing. These large fairs often
came directly in conflict with the county fair,
and the men who had the fine cattle, the fine
hogs and fine horses found' more profit in exhibiting their stock at the big fairs than at their
o,Yn county sho,Y. Many of these men would
make the whole circuit of the big fairs and leave
their own out entirely. Another thing; the
best or the most well-to-do farmers and townspeople attended the big fairs and found little
attraction in the comparatively small affair at
home. The only way to revive interest was
to make the fair a race meet. If the number of
fast horses entered was large, the crowds would
come, but there were objections to that.
The society grew poor, couldn't pay its bills,
and there was not interest enough felt in it to
raise a paltry $120 to pay a prjnter's bill of
that amount to Felt & Hartman. This firm
sued the society and got judgment in 1882, and
bought the grounds in at that figure. They
assigned the certificate to Leavitt & Johnson
and they to George Mason, to whom a sheriff's
d'eed was executed May 1, 1883.
There were a few animal fairs held on the

grounds after this sale, but the effort to keep
them up appeared to be useless.
\Villiam Groves bought the property of
Mason and the growth of the city of Waterloo
gradually extended over it. Some of the largest manufacturing plants in the city are located there and numerous dwelling houses.
THE GRANGE.

I

The grange movement reached this county
111 1872-73, when the whole country seemed to
be swept with the wave. The "Patrons of
Husbandry," which was the name and designation given the grange movement, were nowhere
better organized than ih this county. Subordinate granges were started in every township
and farmers and their wives crowded the regular meetings.
The underlying principle was that of cooperation, the elimination of the middlemen
and the absorption into the coffers of the
grange of the vast profits which the middlemen
were supposed to enjoy. The reasoning was
simple and plain; with these additions to their
profits they ,rnuld be able in a short time to pay
off mortgages, improve their farms and become
not only independent but a power able to protect their interests from all mercenary legislation which might be instigated by soulless corporations. There \\·ere cool-headed ones who,
while they took part in the movement, had little
faith in the grange as a miracle wonder worker
capable of setting aside the natural laws of
trade and producing a financial millenium, but
the mass of the farming community, ·a nd many
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small traders in the to,vns who hoped in some S. H. Miller, Joseph S. Strickler, J. W. Leeper,
way to reap benefit from it, were enthusiastic J. M. Bandfield, J. H. Jeffers, S. B. Vinton, J.
over the good they felt sure was in it for them. W. Miller, Thomas Reitter, Cornelius Miller,
The farmers' co-operative store was started J. H. Mead, Matthew Simons, Charles Lichty,
in Waterloo on the East Side and on the \Vest J.. M. Saylor, A. L. Eyestone, D. A. Miller,
Side a co-operative elevator. Those were years Samuel J. Mertz, H. C. Glasgow, S. B. Beekly,
of extreme depression and the embarrassed L. B. Berkley, A. A. Miller, M. V. B. Turner, :
farmers grasped at anything which offered re- Charles Heller, C. M. Mishler, Charles A.
Hesse, 0. Virden, John Palmer, L. R. Peifer,
lief.
The order, according to some writers, was Samuel Cain, S. G. Leversee, Michael Beachley;
designed to secure social advantages and, if John M. Lichty, Charles Asquith, Jonas ·Flickthat were true, if it had adhered to that idea inger, Wesley S. Stokes, Levi Strayer, August ·
thete is little doubt but it would have resulted Boldt, John Asquith, James Holmes, G. W.
in much good and may in some form have be- Strayer and Gilson Gardner.
This society did business for eight or ten
come a fixed social asset with the farming combefore incorporating. It was a success
years
,Yere
advantages
social
merely
if
munity. But
its prime object, the prime object was so soon from the beginning and grew in popularity as
lost sight of in the ambition to make it the in- the years passed. All losses have been promptly
strument of money making and a force in met. The expenses have been light. In the,
30 years in which the company has been doing ,
politics.
The business enterprises the grange en- business there has been but one year, 1893, in
gaged in were uniformly failures. It was im- which the assessment upon members has ex-·
possible to satisfy, in the management, such a ceedecl two mills on the dollar. The assessmass of diversified tastes, business opinions and ments have run, as a rule, from one to two mills
differing judgments as were embodied in the on the dollar. The farmers have shown themmembership. The store and elevator had but a selves to be thorough in business system and .
brief existence; the membership rapidly shrank administration. Ther,e has been no "grafting"
after the first excitement had subsided ana very by officers and the salaries are low. It has
little if anything remained of it in Black Hawk been from the first a perfectly safe insurance
and in the 30 years of its existence the farmers
County IO years after its institution here.
have been saved many ten of thousands of dollars. The present officers of the company are :
THE FARMERS' MUTUAL FIRE INSURANCE
President, L. H. Bronson; secretary, D. F.
COMPANY
Hoover; treasurer, T. J. Humphrey, directors,-\i\Tilliam Rogers, William May, J. E.
Was organized in 1873, by William Strayer, Reynolds, H. B. Eighmey and S. J. Tedford.
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CROP ACREAGE OF COUNTY BY TOWNSHIPS FOR

BARCLAY.

Whe~t
7 acres
Corn ................ . .. ....... .. ......... 6,707 acres
Oats . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ..... ........ 3,846 acres
Barley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . r 18 acres
Rye . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49 acres
Potatoes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85 acres
Timothy .................. . .............. 2,464¾ acres
Clover . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
o acres
Prairie Hay ........ .. ........ . ......... r,ro5 acres
Pasturage ............. .......... ........ 5,984 acres
Number of Farmers ............................... 122
BENNJNGTON.

Wheat
19½ acres
Corn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ......... 5,350 acres
Oats ....... ... . ........... .............. 4,8o4 acres
Barley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 202 acres
Rye . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27 acres
Potatoes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 102 acres
Timothy ........ .. .. .............. ....... r,777 acres
Clover . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26 acres
Prairie Hay ... ........................... 1,513½ acres
Pasturage ................................ 5,729 acres
Number of Farmers .... .... . ......... ... ..... .... . 124
BIG CREEK.

Weat
44 acres
Corn ....... . ... ..... .... . ............... 3,759 acres
Oats .. ................................. 2,216 acres
Barley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52 acres
Rye . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ro acres
Potatoes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26¾ acres
Timothy ....... . . .. .......... ..... .. .. ... 1,204 acres
Clover . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85 acres
Prairie Hay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 127½ acres
Pasturage ......... ........ .. ... ..... .. ... 3,997 acres
Number of Farmers .... ...... ....... .. ............ 7 r
Within the city limits of La Porte City there were:
Corn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 329 acres
Potatoes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
8 acres
Timothy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 139 acres
Pasturage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3r 5 acres

BLACK HAWK.

\Vheat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
o acres
Corn .... .. ...... . ... ... .................. 6,6o6 acres
Oats .. . ..... . ..................... .. .... 4,rr7 acres
Barley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36o acres
Rye . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
o acres
Flax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
o acres
Potatoes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
8½ acres
Timothy ................................. 1,517 acres
Clover . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69o acres.
Prairie Hay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 559 acres.
Pasturage ............ . .................. 3,743 acres.
Number of Farmers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .............. I I I
CEDAR.
I I6
acres.
Wheat
Corn ....... ........... ... ...... ... . . ..... 3,031 acres
Oats . .... ........ . ....... ·. ··· . ..... ...... 3,150 acres.
Barley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 acres
Rye . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 92 acre.
Potatoes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62½ acres.
Timothy . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ....... ..... .... r ,272 acres
Clover . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32 acres.
Prairie Hay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 236 acres.
Pasturage ................................ 2,708 acres
Number of Farmers ... . .......................... . 77
CEDAR FALLS.

\Vheat ............... . ....... , . . . . . . . . . . .
o acres.
Corn ................................... 4,571 acres
Oats ............................. . . ..... 2,999 acres
Barley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . r64 acres.
Rye . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30 acres
Flax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
o acres.
Potatoes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 99½ acres
Timothy ................................. r,147 acres.
Clover . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9r4 acres
Prairie Hay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 637 acres.
Pasturage ...... ....................... ... 4,400 acres.
Number of Farmers ............... .. .............. Ir 5 .
EAGLE.

Wheat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
o acres .
Corn .............. . ........... . .......... 6,693 acres
Oats ................. . .......... .. ...... 3,239 acres
Barley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 755 '.;•' acres.
Rye ........................ .. ... ·: .. . . , rs . acres
Potatoes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63 acres.
Timothy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . .... r,626 acres
Clover . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 430 acres.
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Prairie Hay . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 457 acres
Pasturage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,234 acres
Number of Farmers ............................... 88
EAST WATERLOO.

Wheal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62 acres
Corn .................................... 4.941 acres
Oats ................. . ................... 2,659 acres
Barley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33½ acres
Rye . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 241 acres
Potatoes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 92¾ acres
Timothy ........................ . ........ 1,265 acres
Clover . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49½ acres
Prairie Hay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 826 acres
Pasturage ................................ -1,616 acres
Number of Farmers .................... , .......... II6
FOX.

Wheat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49 acres
Cor11 .................................... 8.907 acres
Oats .................................... 5,973 acres
Barley .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ... .. .. . .. .. . .. . . .. .. rSo acres
Rye . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6g acres
Potatoes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 175 acres
Timothy ........ . ........................ 2,788 acres
o acn:s
Clover . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Prairie Hay ............................. 1,090 acres
Pasturage ................................ 9,683 acres
Number of Farmers ............................... 124
LESTER.

Wheat ......... , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32 acres
Corn ............... . .................... 4,893 acres
Oats .................................... 3,957 acres
Barley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60 acres
Rye . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 87 acres
Potatoes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8g acres
Timothy ................................. r,364 acres
Clover . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32 acres
Prairie Hay .............................. 1,178 acres
r asturage ............................... 6,744 acres
Number of Farmers ............................... 126
LINCOLN.

o
Wheat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Corn .................................... 8,355
Oats .......... .' .......................... 2,6g8
Barley ...................... . : . .......... I ,558
o
Rye . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . .
Potatoes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 82
6

acres
• acres
acres
acres
acres
acres

IOI

Timothy ........ . ................ . ....... r,775 acres
Clover . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6g6 acres
Prairie Hay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 286 acres
Pasturage ............................... 4,g66 acres
Number of Farmers .......... . ..................... g6
MOUNT VERNON.

Wheat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62 acres
Corn .................................... 6,434 acres
Oats . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... 3,948 ·acres
Barley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43 acres
Rye . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 244 acres
Potatoes .. . .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. . .. . .. rr5 acres
Timothy ................................. 2,4r8 acres
Clover . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 acres
Prairie Hay ............ . ................. T,099 acres
Pasturage .................... . .......... 5,430 acres
Number of Farmers ............................... ro2
ORANGE.

'Vheat
33 acres
Lorn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,64 c acres
Oats ................................... 2,914 acres
Barley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 303 acres
Rye . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34 acres
Potatoes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 82 acres
Timothy . . . . . . . . . . ...................... 2,446 acres
Clover . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 528 acres
Prairie Hay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 315 acres
Pasturage ................................ 2,6n acreS"
Number of Farmers ............................. ro5
POYNER.

acres
Wheat
Corn ................................... 5,052 acres
Oats .................................... 3,523 acres
Barley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14· acres
Rye . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 259 acres
Potatoes .. .. ... .. .. .. . .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . 71½ acres
Timothy ................................. 1,046 acres
Clover . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24 acres
Prairie Hay ............................. g86 acres
Pasturage ................................ 2,6n acres
Number of Farmers ............................... 1o8
SPRING CREEK.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85
Wheat
Corn ... . ................................ 4,364
Oats .................................... 2,388
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 129
Barley

acres
acres
acres
acres
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Rye ................................. ... . 62½ acres
Flax ....................... • •·· •· · • · ·· · · 20½ acres
Potatoes ............................... . 493/8 acres
Timothy ..... ... ....................... . . r,56g acres
Clover ...· . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . IO acres
Prairie Hay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 668 acres
Pasturage ........ ... ..................... 4,679 acres
Number of Farmers ..... . ................... .' .. .. .. 94
UNION.

o acres
Wheat
Corn ................................ .... 2,6rr acres
Oats ................ . .................... r,585½ acres
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44 acres
Barley
Rye . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48 acres
Flax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 acres
Potatoes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37 acres
Timothy ......... . ........ : . . . . . . . . . . . . . 459½acres
Clover . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40 acres
Prairie Hay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 563 acres
Pasturage .... .... . .................... ·... 3,270 acres
Number of Farmers ............................. -75
WASHINGTON.

Wheat
31 acres
Corn ............ . ....................... 2,888 acres
Oats ............. . ....................... r,675 acres
o acres
Barley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Rye . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 387 acres
Potatoes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52 acres
Timothy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 374 acres
Clover . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40 acres
Prairie Hay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28½ acres
Pasturage ....... . . ...................... 2,583 acres
Number of Farmers .... . ........................... 78
WATERLOO.

o
Wheat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Corn ........... : . ....................... r,6o7
Oats . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 797
Barley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63
Rye . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 92
Potatoes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . r6
Timothy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 398
Clover . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34
Prairie Hay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 198
Pasturage ........ .............. .. . ....... r,624
Number of Farmers................ . . . . . . . . . . .

acres
acres
acres •
acres
acres
acres
acres
acres
acres
acres
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THE

COUNTY

IN

THE

EARLY

DAYS

AND

AT

PRESENT.

A very fair idea of what the county was in
the early days and of what it is now may be
gathered from the following paper read before
the Old Settlers' Annual Picnic, in the fall of
1903, by Capt. R. P. Speer. The paper also
gives a good idea of the difficulties under which
the pioneers lived compared to the easy methods
of doing work the result of improvements in
machinery of all kinds. No apology is needed
for giving this paper in full. Captain Speer
said:
"Ladies and Gentlemen : I will call your
attention to the general condition of our county when I came to it on September 16, 1853,
and to some of the most interesting facts connected with its settlement and growth since that
time.
"Then the improvements in Cedar Fells
consisted of 14 log cabins and rough one-story
frame houses, one very small dry goods and
grocery store, a small drug store, a small sawmill, and a very small grist-mill in which two
dressed prairie boulders were used fo11 grinding
corn. But shortly afterward five other cheap
one-story houses were built and occupied. At
that time many jack-oak trees and stumps were
found on Main street between Third and
Eighth streets, and nine-tenths of the ground
which had been surveyed . and platted for a
town was thickly covered with hazel bushes
and small timber.
Then there was no railroad nearer than
Freeport in Illinois, and it was necessary to
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haul dry goods, groceries and many other things
which wer,e needed from Dubuque on wagons.
Only 76 small tracts of government land had
been entered: in this county p~ior to 1853, and
after I came to Cedar Falls herds of elk and
buffaloes were seen frequently within six miles
of the town. At that time beef, pork, poultry,
butter and eggs ,vere very scarce, but venison
and fresh fish were plentiful. In 1853 and
1854 ther,e were only four unmarried ladies
within five miles of the town, and there were
no dances or other social entertainments, but
wild game was plentiful and every man had a
gun.
"\Yhen I came to Black Hawk County nine
log cabins \\·ere the only improvements in \Vaterloo. and very few settlers were found outside
of Cedar~ Falls and \Vaterloo in the county . .
I brought "·ith me to Cedar Falls a much better
law library than ,vas in the county at that time,
but shortly after my arrival I found that other
lawyers had preceded me, and that they had
no clients. Therefore, I concluded to dispose
of my law books as soon as possible, and' engage
in some other more promising business. As I
had studied and practiced land surveying. and
I was confident that there would be a rush of
outsiders to Iowa very soon for government
land's, I bought a surveyor's compass and chain,
ordered plats of the government lands to be
sent to me and was ready to answer calls as
soon as there should be a demand for my services. Then I helped for several weeks to enlarge the mill-race, and when that job was completed I cut 350 saw-logs for Edwin Brown in
the woods on the east side of the river, and
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worked the remainder of the winter as tail
sa ,vyer in the Overman sawmill.
"In the spring of 1854 many strangers came
to Cedar Falls and Waterloo, who desired: to
secure government lands in Iowa, or buy lots
in promising towns, and for three years I \\·as
kept busy tracing section lines, showing gO\·ernment lands, and selling lands and to,vn lots.
In the spring of 1855 I bought a half interest
in 38 acres of lai.id lying west of Main stret
and north of what is now 12th street for $111
per acr,e, which I surveyed and platted as R. P.
Speer's addition to Cedar Falls. I sold all of
the lots in the east half of this addition ,vithin
six months for $200 per lot on the ,vest side
of Main street, $150 per lot on both sides of
vVashington street, and $ 1 oo per lot on both
sides of Clay street.
In 1855 many new houses were built in
Cedar Falls, in \Vaterloo and on farms out-,
side of the towns, of elm, basswood ~nd walnut
lumber, which was cut in the Cedar Falls sawmills. About that time a few thousand feet of
finishing lumber was brought to town on ,vagons from Dubuque, which cost $104 per 1,000
feet. Then, although times were good, it was
impossible for Cedar Falls or Waterloo to
grow rapidly, as neither pine lumber, bricks.
lime, nails, etc., could be bought at wholesale
prices nearer than at Dubuque and to bring
them to Black Hawk County over. bad roads by
horse power was very expensive.
"In 1865 Dexter and' Harrington began to
manufacture good bricks west of the mill-dam,
and in the same year. a good lime kiln was built
between the miII-race and the river. Very soon
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afterwards many brick houses were built in lie\·e I am standing on the \Hong side.' The
Ceclar Falls, which improved the appearance of squire's answer \\'as 'stand your ground, madthe town very much. In 1855 a good fra1:ne am, as one side is as good as the other.'
''At another time a farmer was elected to
school house, 40 by 50, was built by voluntary
subscription on the knoll west of Main street, a to\\'nship office, and the law required that he
and opposite the C., R. I. & P. Ry. depot out should qualify before a proper officer. When
of native lumber. After its completion, it was the officer proposed the oath to him as fol· , you do solemnly swear that
usecl frequently on Sundays by missionaries lows, 'Mr.
who were sent out to preach to the frontier you will support the constitution of the United
heathen. On one of such occasions an eccen- States and that of the State of Iowa, an<l that
tric old gentleman arose from his seat when you will clischar,ge the duties of the office to
the preacher was about half through his ser- which you have been elected according to law,'
mon and advanced toward him, remarking as his answer was, 'Yes, as far as is consistent
follows: 'My friend, I don't like to interrupt with my views.'
you, but I have not time to remain here longer,
"In 1854 we had a great Indian scare in
and as I expect that you will call for, a collec- Black Hawk County. Some of the few people
tion after completing your sermon, I will give who had settled in Cerro Gordo, Floyd and
yon my share now,' and he handed a clime to Butler counties came clown the river as rapidly
the preacher and remarked, 'That is the real as possible-on foot, on horseback and in wagons-on their way to Cedar Rapids. They
Jackson money. Good day, sir.'
"While I am at it, I will refe,r to only two reported that several hundred Sioux Indians
/other of the amusing incidents which were had killed white settlers near Clear Lake, and
common on the frontier in 1854 and 1855. A that they were coming clown the Cedar River,
Cedar Falls justice of the peace was requested leaving nothing but death and ruin behind
one Saturday to call at a certain house and them. And as they were followed by others
-marry an old bachelor and an old maid on the who brought worse r,e ports, a company of about
following Sunday at 1 :oo o'clock p. m. ·w hen 40 armed men left Cedar Falls the next mornthe officer arrived at the house, he found it full ing to hold the Indians back until the women
of neighbors and a woman was stirring a large and children could be sent to places of safety.
dishpan full of whiskey and punch, which stood The first night the company camped near what
on the cooking stove. After all hands had par- is now Clarksville. and the next morning it adtaken of the punch three .times, the bride and vanced as rapidly as possible toward Clear Lake,
groom took the floor to be married. After the but in the afternoon we were informed that no
justice of the peace had got about half through white people had been molested, but that the
with the ceremony, the bride interrupted him Si oux ha'cl attacked a small band of Winnebago
with the remark. 'Excuse me, squire, as I be- Indians and had killed one of them. When we
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found that the Sioux had intended no harm to
the whites we star.tee! on the return trip, arriving at Janesville in the afternoon of the next
day, where we halted and procured a good supply of what some people called 'Cedar River
water,' because it would freeze in bottles or
jugs out of doors in cold weather. Then the
march was resumed again, and the company
arrived in Cedar Falls about IO :oo o'clock p.
m., when all of our guns \\·ere discharged, and
three cheers were given, which was a baci' mistake, as our friends supposed that we had been
scalped and that the Sioux had attacked the
town. But they trembled and listened until
they heard \\·bite men talk, and then everybody
was happy, except one man and \\·oman who
lived in the southern part of town, who
started on the run for \i\Taterloo, and it was r,eported that they crossed Spring Creek the next
morning on the double quick.
"The Dubuque & Sioux City Railroad ( the
I. C. R. R. now) was completed to Cedar Falls
in 1861, but to prevent the construction of this
road along Black Ha,Yk Creek, or its crossing the river near the mouth of Beaver. Creek
it was necessary for the citizens of Cedar Falls
to donate land and town lots, which could have
sold readily in 1856 for $75,000.
"Before and during the war our hay ,,·as
stacked out of doors; our domestic animals
were kept in sheds. \Yhich were covered with
straw or praire hay; our. seed corn was dropped by hand, covered with hoes, and cultivated
after it came up \Yith a shovel plow; generally
hay was cut with hand scythes and gathered
into windrmn with hand rakes and forks, and
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most of the small grain was cut with cradles
and raked and bound into sheaves by hand.
Let us glance at some of the improvements
which have been made in agricultural implements, and the reduction which have been made
in their cost within a few years. About 1867
the McCormick reaper, ,,·hich cost $225, was
used by some men who had large. farms and
enough money to buy it. Six horses were necessary to operate it in the field. The grain
was thrown on the ground with a fork by a
man who stood on the machine_. and five men
were requir,ed to follow it and bind the sheaves
by hand. Afterward a much cheaper reaper
was offered for sale, which dropped the unbound sheaves on the ground, and only four
horses were required to operate it. In a short
time the dropping har,v ester was followed byp
another new machine, which was so arranged
that two men could stand on it and bind loose
grain as fast as five men could bind it after a
McCormick or a dropping machie. Then, a
skillfully made and durable self-binding reaper
was offered to the farmers, which would cut
and bind 15 acres of grain per day, and only
one man was necessary to mind the team and
operate the machine and the best of the selfbinding reapers can be bought now for $125.
In 1863 the Buckeye mower, which cut a swath
of grass four feet wide, was sold for _$1 IO, but
now a better machine, which will cut a swath
six feet wide, can be bought for $45. In 1870
the best wagon sold for $1 IO, but now equally
good wagons can be bought for $62. Fully as
great improvements and reductions in cost
have been made on corn planters, cultivators,
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plows, etc., and during the same time equal advancement was made in manufacturing most
of the other: useful things.
"It is very gratifying to think of the wonderful improvements which have been made in
the cities and towns and on the farms in Black
Hawk County within recent years. There is
no better water power in Iowa than on the
Cedar River at Cedar Falls and Waterloo, and
at both of these places it is well improved, and
used for running large flouring mils and other
kinds of factories. There are now seven good
railroad outlets at \i\T aterloo and at Cedar
Falls and La Porte City. Raymond and Hudson haYe as many of them as are necessary.
'According to the last census the population
of \Vaterloo was 15,000. Its public school
grounds, buildings and school apparatus cost
$225,000, and in its schools 80 teachers are
employed, and 2,800 scholars are enrolled.
vVaterloo has seven good banks, and for
good churches and wholesale and retail dry
goods and grocery stores no city between Dubuque and Sioux City and north of the North
Western Railway equals it. The machine
"shops of the Iowa Division of the Illinois Cen-

tral Railroad are at \Vaterloo, and they give
employment to 400 men. The \Vaterloo &
Cedar Falls Rapid Transit Company used 40
miles of railroad in 1902 in \Vaterloo, Cedar
Falls and outside townships, and gave employment to 200 men. The Rath beef and pork
packing factory, the corn canning factory and
38 other factories in \Vaterloo require the services of a very large number of men.
"The population of Cedar Falls according
to the last census was 6.300. It is well supplied
with large and costly churches and school buildings, and the number of scholars enrolled in its
schools last year was 1,260. Electric trolley
cars are almost constantly in sight in its principal streets. I will refer now to only the leading manufacturing etablishments in Cedar.
Falls, viz: Two large flouring mills, capacity
500 barrels of flour per day; oatmeal mill, 250
barrels per clay; pearl barley mill, 100 barrels
per day; cornmeal mill, three cars of meal per
clay; a large corn canning factory; the Monarch
feeder and stacker factory; Harris & Cole Brothers' sash, doors and house finishi1ig materials;
two overall factories; a large foundry, brick
yards, etc."

CHAP TER VIII
THE TOWNSHIPS
BARCLAY TOWNSHIP.

On March 2, 1855, on application of James
Barclay and others, township 89 north, range
r r west, was organized into a civil township.
An election was held in April with "W illiam C.
Morton, C. A. Foye and Charles B. Coon as
judges, and James Barclay and Ira Bradford,
as clerks. James Barclay was elected township
clerk and William C. Morton and James Barclay, justice of the peace.
The oldest living residents of Barclay township are Mr.. and Mrs. Jason Stubbs, who are
now living at Dunkerton. They came to the
Stubbs had come
township 111 1857, but
out the previous year and bought 90 acres of
land with a log cabin 16 by 20 feet located upon
it, with 25 acres broken and fenced, for $1,000.
The first settler of the township was James Barclay, after whom the township was named.
The couple came from Eastern TennesseP.
where they ,vere married in the spring of 1850,
afterward driving a yoke of cattle to Illinois.
During this journey only one railroad was
crossed in a distance of 600 miles. They settled on section l 5 in Barclay township, and re-

1:fr.

tired from active work, going to Dunkerton a
little over two years ago.
The original log house, occupied' by th~
Stubbs family, still stands and is used as a hog
house. ,
Mr. Stubbs says he saw only one deer after
coming here, but that wolves and rattlesnakes
were thick enough for anybody. How the
wolves would howl on those bleak prairies!
One would make noise enough for a dozen.
Their favorite gait was always a lope, and they
could be seen cantering across the country almost any morning and evening. They were
not the ferocious timber wolves, but the smaller
variety, which would follow men and clogs afar
off, but which would turn tail and flee when
advanced upon. Their depredations were confined to killing now and then a sheep or a fat
hog.
The beginning of the church in Barclay
was attended by the same sacrifices and hopes
that it was in other parts of the county.
Rev. Mr. Sessions, who was the father of
F. J. Sessions, for a long time superintendent
of the East Waterloo schools, formed the first
class in the township at the center school house;
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he was a Methodist. Later Rev. Mr. Moore, to post notices of the election to be held the first
a lame man who lived at Littleton, pr,eached in Monday in April following.
the cabins of the settlers and in the school
At the first election the judges were Samhouses. Mr. Stubbs especially remembers this uel Buck, Charles M. Bower and Thomas S.
minister because of his entrancing eloquence Thames; and the clerks were Isaac K . Vanderand his power to sway his congregation. Al- berg and Harlan P. Horne1;. Thomas E. Hothough lame and deformed, he was one .of th~ mer and John E. Burlaw were elected justices
most eloquent speakers whose voice ever charm- of the peace; Isaac K. Vanderberg, clerk; Hied believers' hearts and made sinners tremble ram E. Bundy and Daniel Falkner, constables.
in the presence of a vivid description of a lost
The oldest living resident of the township
soul. It was Rev. Mr. Moore who pr,eached at this elate (February II, 1904) is Hon. HarFrank Patton's funeral discourse. There was lan P. Homer. Mr. Homer was from Cortland
a large attendance of sorrowing friends, and County, New York. Mr. Homer's father and
after the minister had gotten fairly started on mother, his sister and James Sunderland ,vere
his talk there was not a dry eye among the lis- in the party that made the trip.
teners.
Mr. Horner tells of a very amusing incident
Mr. and Mrs . Stubbs are active and that happened in one of the pioneer school
healthy for. people of their age. Mr. Stubbs is houses, over which he presided as master. In
77 years of age and his wife is a few months those clays the spelling classes were called J..lpon
younger. They are very hospitable people, hav- the floor to spell, the line being made straight
ing come from the chivalrous Southland and to by toeing a crack. vVhen one misse~ a word it
the innate Southern courtesy and generosity was passed on to the next, and if the person
has been added' the leveling influence of pio- spelled it cor,rectly he would go ahead. Th'ere
neering where there were no castes and no 'were head marks in those clays and prizes to
classes.
encourage study and perfection in recitation.
In the school was a young lady about I 5 years
BENNINGTON TOWNSHIP.
of age, who was quick in her movement~.
Somehow in crossing the floor to take her posiOn petition of Na than Harwood and oth- tion among the line of spellers, a couple of pieces
ers, of Lester township, elated February I, of puncheon gave way and she dropped through
1858, an order {vas issued by the County Cour.t, the hole into the cellar, going down far enough
setting off township 90, range 12, hitherto a to permit only her head and shoulders to be vispart of Letser township, under the name of ible in the sch<;>ol room. Fortunately. the young
Bennington township. The house of B. G. lady was not hurt, but the sight was ridicolous
U pclike was designated as the place of holding and humorous and order was broken up for a
the election and a warrant was issued to him time. This young lady lives not far from \Va-
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terloo to-day. Her maiden name was Esther
Thurston and she is now the wife of Clark
Henry of East \Vaterloo township.
The only tragedy that has ever happened
to mar. the serenity of social conditions in Bennington township, was the mystery of Chris
Monk, whose decaying body was found in a
grove near the west edge of the township. It
was never known just how Monk came to his
death, but there was a supposition at the time
that he had' been murdered, although no one
was arrested and made to ans\\·er for the crime.

the other early settlers were George Bishop, vV.
L. Fox, R. Montray, George Cook, R. A.
Brooks and vV. C. Kennedy.
The first sawmill was erected on Big Cr,eek
in 1856, by Dr. Wasson. The first grist-mill
was built by Louis Turner, in 1855-56. In
1860 the mill was burned but another was
built five years later by T. H. Elwell and
this mill was known for miles around as one
of the best flouring mills in Iowa. It was supplied with four runs of stone and all of the latest approved machinery and modern improvements.

BIG CREEK TOWNSHIP.

In the settlement of La Porte City and Big
Creek township, Dr. Jesse \\Tasson, long since
. dead, had a prominent part. He was not only
the first settler of La Porte City, but was
the first justice of the peace and the first
postmaster. He was like,Yise the first physician. His life was characterized by liberal
acts and he was costantly actuated by motives
having for their object the public good. Out
of his own pocket he paid for the delivery of
the mail the first year, as the town was not on
the regular mail route.
Dr. vVasson came to the township in 1855,
from La Porte. Indiana, and he named the town
after, the city from which he had come. He
constructed a small building on the corner of
Main and Locust streets in April, 1855. It was
designed as a store house and opened with a
stock of goods "in the following May, but his
family occupied one corner of it until the next
summer when he built a dwelling house. Among

In 1856, John Rohlf, who was also an early
settler, and VV. L. Fox built a story and a half
building 12 feet square in the br.ush on the east
side of Main street. Every stick of timber in
this building was taken from public lands. In
the lower floor were placed a fe"· rude benches,
slabs with the soft side up, and it was here in
the summer of 1856 that the first school was
opened. The presiding genius was Miss Hattie Flemming, who afterward married James
Fosdick. The first school house was composed
of logs and built on School House Square.
The second was a frame building built on the
same site in 1864. One of the early principals
of this school was \i\Talter H. Butler, who afterward became Congressman. and an irrepressible and enthusiastic Democratic politician of
the free silver type. The La Porte City schools
have had some remarkably strong men at their
head, many of whom have since become noted
as educators of State wide fame or as politicians.
The first blacksmith to strike an anvil a
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The first election in Black Hawk township
ringing blow was John Thompson who set up
in business in a shop built of logs. The first was held at the house of Byron Sergeant, April
iron bridge in the county was one built across 2, 1855, and the poll book contained the names
Big Creek in this town in 1867. The first news- of 11 voters. A. J. Tapp, Oliver Hughes and
paper was the Progress, established by Dr. John D. Ferris, were elected trustees; Byron
Jesse Wasson, in November, 1870. The suc- Sergeant, township clerk; B. Sergeant and N.
cessor of this early journalistic venture is now L. Pratt, justices of the peace; D. M. Ward,
the Progrcss-Reviczu, edited by H. B. Lizer, assessor; arnJ John D. Ferris and H. H.
who was for eight or nine years principal of ·DeWitt, constables.
Hiram Ludington has the credit of building
The first road through
the public schools.
the town was the State road from Vinton to the first house in this township, in the fall of
1852. on the southeast bank of Black Hawk
Cedar Falls, which was opened in May, 1855.
where the town of Hudson was afterCreek,
in
organized
was
The Methodist Church
1856 by Rev. Mr. Hollingsworth, who resided ward located.
John D. Ferris built the second house, durat Vinton. The meetings \Yere first held in
dwelling houses and in the school house until ing the same fall, about two miles below Lucl1872, when a church was built and dedicated ington's.
The first cabin on the other side of the
by Rev. J. vV. Clinton, the father of Rev. De
vVitt Clinton. At the time the church was or- creek was built of home-made shingles, crotchganized a Sabbath-school was instituted and the es, slabs and sod, by G. Osman.
The first school house was built in the
first superintendent was 0. M. Day.
The Seventh Day Adventists organized and spring of 1855, located about seven miles southbuilt a church in 1861. The Evangelical As- west of Waterloo, in which Miss Asenath
sociation became an independent body in 1873. Worthington taught the first school during the
The first public services by the Presbyter,ia:1s following summer at $10 a month, with 15
were in November, 1857, being held in a log scholars enrolled.
Warren Baldwin was the first blacksmith.
cabin.
In 1858, a bridge was built across Black
is
township,
this
in
is
La Porte City, which
Hawk Creek by D. W. Young and others. It
specially mentioned elsewhere.
was a rude structure, about 60 feet long, built
of poles, rails and slough grass, with crotches
BLACK HAWK TOWNSHIP.
for piles and piers; but it served a good purIn response to a petition signed by John pose for a time.
The town of Hudson is in this township.
Virden and others, elated March 2, 1855, townIn 1861, township 87, range 14, was set
ships 87 and 88 north, range 14 west, were set
off as a new township, and called Lincoln.
off into a civil township by the County Court.
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III

The first settler of Black Hawk tmynship Mr. Ferris's field and he had a few of the neigh\Yas John D. Ferris, who settled here in the bors, with guns and clogs, gave chase. The elk
fall of 1852. He and his wife came from Knox was pretty well cornered over near the present
County, Illinois, driving two yoke of oxen, and site of Hudson. The dogs had scared it until
a yoke of cows, by way of Rock Island and it had taken refuge on the ice and Mr. Ferris
DaYenport. ~Ir. Ferris and his father-in-law, had crept up until he was within a few rods of
Korman Jackson, had driven over this section the elk. As he raised his gun he said he
of the country during July of the same year thought to himself, "You're my meat," but the
and \\·ere so favorably impressed with it, that gun refused to go off. \Vhile he was endeavthey decided to enter land somewhere here- oring to get the gun to explode, the animal esabouts. :.\Ir. Ferris entered a portion of caped and the chase was taken up anew. The
timber and a portion of prairie in sections 13 men all joined, and after going a few miles
and 14, Black Hawk township, in 1852. A log far,t her southwest, the animal was corralled and
cabin was built 14 feet square, winter came killed with a sled stake. It was thrown onto the
on and the cabin was not finished and the sleigh whkh carried the hunting party and
first winter was spent without a floor above brought to Byron Sergeant's residence, where
That fall, up to the middle of the carcass was skinned and divided into eight
or below.
~OYember, was similar to the one which equal shares, that being the number of people in
,re enjoyed last autumn, but on November the hunting party. Mr. Sergeant was given the
15 it began snowing and a foot and a half hide and his choice of pieces, because he had
Mr. permitted the carving of the carcass in his front
of the beautiful covered the landscape.
Ferris fixed up a sled and started to Cedar parlor,. Mr. Ferris says he presumed it was
Falls with a log which he wished to get sawed the parlor; at least, it was one of the two rooms
for flooring, but the drifts were so deep that that composed the house.
In the hunting party was a gentleman
he had no~ proceeded far, when he was obliged
named William Brooks, who lived a little way
to unload the log and return home .
of Mr. Ferris. When the hunting party
west
death,
tol
starved
ha,·e
.. ' \Ve would probably
that first year," said Mr. Ferris, "if Byron Ser- came along, Mr. Brooks, who was driving home
geant had not boarded with us and paid $1.50 with a load of wood, left his oxen and joined
a week. That sum kept the whole family. Of the hunters. The oxen went home.. but in
course, we did not have any swell menus at crossing the crek they had gotten into the water
that time, our principal dishes being beans, and were wet and covered with ice. To see the
corn bread, and buffalo, elk, deer or other ,Yild oxen and sled return without Mr,. Brooks
meat. ..
aroused the fear of Mrs. Brooks and after ad:.\Jr. Ferris tells of an exciting hunt for elk monishing her two children, one ten and the
during one winter. The animal was spied in other five. to stay at home, she started' out
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across the country to Mr. Ferris's, hoping to
learn of ne,Ys from her husband. The cold was
so intense_. that the woma11 was quite badly
frozen while making the journey. Mr. Brooks
returned during the same night, and on his way
home he met the two little children coming to
the people where their mother had gone. They,
too. were badly frozen about the face and feet,
and would no doubt have perished had not
their father come at the time he did.
On of the disadvantages of pioneering was
the inability to get a doctor quickly in case of
sickness. But the settlers were very good'
about helping to care for one another, in time
of sickness, and it was not unusual for the
women to go six or eight miles to sit up with
and nurse their neighbors. A very pathetic
incident occurred on the west side of the creek
in a family of the name of Osborne. The
mother and her little child were alone, when
the little one was taken sick. The doctor, after
he had visited a patient, stopped at Mr.
Ferris's place and told them that there \\·as a
very sick child across the river \Yith no one
but the mother to care for it. Mr. and Mrs.
Ferris next clay hitched up their oxen and'
drove to the afflicted borne. They found Mrs.
Osborne laying out the cold, stiff form of her
dading; while watching during the long hours
of the night, she was the only one present
when the death angel made his visit. Not
knowing that any one would come, she had
performed the duties which usually fall to
friends of the sorrowing ones to do. The child
was buried in the door yard.
In the early clays here as elsewhere, public

schools were thought of first and then churches.
The homes of the settlers were utilized at first
as school rooms and the one who possessed
the most education usually became the teacher.
Education in those clays consisted largely of
the "Three R's," and it ,yas not until a much
later period that anything outside of reading,
writing and arithmetic was perused with any
degree of formality.
The first church services ever held in Black
Hawk township were by Rev. Mr.. Hamlin,
a Free vVill Baptist minister, " ·ho held revival
services in the cabins of the pioneers, and organized the first class ever organized in that
section of the country. Later Rev. Mr. Gilmore, the father of Mrs. Eel. Andrews of
Waterloo, who was a Free Will Baptist
clergyman, held services in the township
and his was the first sermon listened to in the •
West by Mr. and Mrs. Ferris. That sermon
so indelibly impressed Mrs. Ferris. that she
remembers, even now, about 50 years later.
what the text was, and the tuneful church
hymns sung by Rev. Mr. Gilmore, are still
ringing through her soul. The t~xt of this
first sermon was from the Twenty-third
Psalm, that Psalm which has brought comfort
and solace to millions of sorrowing sou,s . •The
clauses espacially emphasized in the sermon
were these: "The Lord is my shepherd; I shall
not want. He maketh me to lie clown in green
pastures: He leacleth me beside the still waters:
He restoreth my soul : He leacleth me in the
paths of righteousness for His name's sake."
About this time, or perhaps a little later,
Rev. Mr. Rowan, the United Brethren
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preacher, came to the neighborhood aucl
~t::irted a class of that denomination. The
Free Will Baptists had allowed their ardor to
become chilled, and it was for a considei·able
time that no services were held by that denomination and so Mr. and Mrs. Ferris, who had
been Free Will Baptists, joined the United
Brethren people, \\·hen their class was organized. This denomination has been holding
services almost continuously since; they now
have a church at Hudson.
The ministers in the early clays lacked the
culture and polish that our latter clay preachers
possess, but their souls were afire with religious
zeal. What they lacked in education, they
made up in enthusiasm and all of the pioneer.
preachers seemingly were possessed with the
faculty of song, which went a long way toward
interesting and uplifting the worshipers. In
those times the rag-time airs or the waltz meter
had not been set to religious music, but there
were the uplifting, sonorous hymns written by
John and Charles \Vesley, Isaac Watts, and
other early clay hymn writers. And those were
the times of the mourner's bench, and the amen
corner, and conversion was not a mere mentai
assent to certain religious expressions or ethics,
but the sinners in those clays, under of the spell
of the minister's eloquence, trembled' and
prostrated themselves, as they begged for
mer,cy an~ pardon.
It is strange what little things will prejudice the people whom ministers desire to help.
For instance, Mr. Ferris says that a Methodist
preacher came to their school house one night
and announced that he came "to preach the

Methodist doctrine."
''That paralyzed me
and prejudiced me for a long time,'' says Mr.
Ferris.
Hiram Ludington's little girl ,was the first
child born in Black Hawk township. About a
month afterward. A. N. Ferris, the first male
child in the township, was born. He is now
practicing dentistry in :vVaterloo.
In the incident related above of the capturing of an elk in the manner named, it may
be well to state something of the conditions
which probably had much to do \Yith the success of that elk hunt. That winter was famous ·
for the extent of the snowfall, terrific blizzards
of great severity.
Game of all kinds was
driven to every place that offered shelter or any
kind of a prospect for food. Deer were plentiful, but elk not so numerous but equally willing to venture near the habitations of men for
something to eat. The animals were thin in
flesh and as the snow was deep and often
crusted it was difficult for them to get out of
harm's way. They were butchered ruthlessly,
sometimes for the mere sport of it; often sledloads of them would line the streets of the
larger towns, brought in like butchered hogs
and sole! as cheap or cheaper. The writer assisted in the execution of a large elk who had
sought shelter in the grove at the rear of the
house and probably in search of food. The
clogs attacked the animal, driving him into
a deep snow bank where he broke through the
crust and was the easy victim of a man with
an ax. That was the 24th clay of December,
1856. After that winter deer and elk, hitherto
numerous. were practically an unknown quan-
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tity 111 these parts. \Vhat the severity of the
winter had not done to,rnrd their extermination, the thoughtlessn ess and inhumanity of
man had completed.
CEDAR TOWNSHIP.

On March 12, 1856, the County Court ordered the organizatio n of Cedar township and
Big Creek township. The elections were held
in April.
In Cedar the judges were Bradford \V.
Clark, Norman P. Clark and John P. Romack;
L. H. Mead and T. R. Points were the clerks.
B. S. Doxey was elected township clerk; Joseph
H. Mead, justice of the peace, and Clark K.
\IVhite and Norman P. Clark, constables. The
election was held in the house of J. \Vasson,
who lived in Big Creek township.
On the other hand, the Big Creek township
election was held in the house of T. R. Points
who lived in Cedar township and was clerk of
the election held in Big Creek.
James Hammer, Christian Good and S. P.
Cooper were the judges at the Big Creek to,Ynship election; S. N . Knowles and Jesse \Vasson
were the clerks. John Shanner was elected
township clerk, and C. Good and Jesse \Vasson,
justices of the peace.
Thi s apparent irregularity did not count. It
was the result of a clerical error in the official
announcem ent of the County Court. The Big
Creek electors voted in Cedar and the Cedar
electors voted in Big Creek ; but they voted for
their own men.
At first Cedar township included part of

Poyner, being more nearly square than it is
now. Later that portion of the to,rnship northeast of the Cedar River was added to East
\Vaterloo township. The r,ecorcls sho,,· that
David Baker entered a part of section 3 and
Samuel \Varner entered a part of section 15.
July 2, 1852; 0. F. Hayden entered a part of
section 2, July IO, 1852.
Abraham Turner, \\·ho is no\\· living in
\Vaterloo and who is a helpless invalid, \\'as
about the first settler of the present Cedar township. He is now 76 years old. He came to
Black Hawk County in the spring of 1853 and
enter.eel land in section 18, in the fall of the same
year. He was preceded by Jacob Koch, now
deceased, ,Yho came to the township in the fall
of 1852. It has thus been a half century that
Mr. Turner has li,·ecl in this county, the last
IO years of which have been spent in Waterloo
in retirement from active labor.
1Ir. Turner tells of one Indian scare:
"Indians? Oh, yes, we had quite a little
experience with the Indians during the early
clays. One day the story came from up the
r,i,,er that the Indians were on the warpath and
that they were massacring all the settlers. 'vVe
had one little babe then and my \Yife and I took
it. hitched up our oxen and started clmYn the
ri\'er to seek a place of safety. \\Then \\·e
reached Miller's Creek we came across a man
\\·ho had built a little cabin, and he induced us
to stay all night with him. The next clay we
returned home, and I found out that the story
of the Indian massacre had originated from a ·
stampeded drove of ponies \\·hich had been
frightened by a charfrari for J arnes Virden.''
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CEDAR FALLS TOWNSHIP,

On petition of Joseph R. Cameron and
others, Cedar Falls township was organized by
order of the County Court, February 6, 1854.
The first Mon_clay in April following was set
as the date of holding the first election; Andrew
Mullarky's house was named as the polling
place and J. R. Cameron, Henry Mellen and
Luther L. Pease were designated as judges of
election. Henry Mellen and George Philpot
were elected justices of the peace; Elias Overman, Andrew Mullarky and C. F. Jaquith,
trustees; E. D. Adams, clerk; J. R. Cameron,
assessor, and J. W. Maggert and T. M. Taylor,
constables.
W. Chambers and two brothers by the name
of Williams were the first white men who
stopped long enough in the township to build
cabins, which they did near the river west of
Four,th street in the now city of Cedar Falls.
They remained for a season only, spending the
time in fishing and hunting and in such pleasures as they could find with the Indians and the
exercise of unrestrained freedom in a life bordering nearly upon the primitive. Such natures
are restless always for the new; the excitement
of change; looking for greener fields; luxuriating in var,iety. Chambers and the vVilliams
brothers were examples of this class of men.
They had enough of the touch of civilization
about them to know the advantages of a log
cabin over a tepee as a dwelling place; they
knew what clothes are and in what form the
material should be put together to insure the
greatest comfort and convenience; they knew
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the difference between civilized and uncivilized ,
and savage life, and found their pleasure in a
combination of the simpler comforts of the one
and the wild freedom of the other. It does not
necessarily follow that they were ignorant, these
men who roamed up and clown the streams,
through the woods and over the prairies. They
knew every animal and its haunts; they knew
the trees by name and the uses to which they
were best adapted; the native flora was a delight
to them; they studied the stones and in all points
were familiar with nature and loved · it. But
they were not the men ,vho make homes and
build commonwealths. The \i\/illiams brothers
and Chambers spent the spring and summer of
1844 and most of the winter of 1844-45 heredoubtless a long time for them to remain in one
particular vicinity and a compliment to the
county-and then left.
The next comers belonged to a different
class-the home making, state building class
of men. William Sturgis and E. D. Adams
came in March, 1854, bringing their families
with them. They named the spot, from the
falls in the river, "Stur,gis Falls." They made
claims. Sturgis' claim included the falls in the
river, in popular nomenclature a millsite,
which was the first developed water power in
this section and the site of the first saw and grist
mill. Adams had a claim low clown the river
but adjoining that of Sturgis. At that date
heavy timber skir.ted the southwest bank of the
nver. Both built cabins and broke some sod,
said to have been the first sod broken for cultivation in Black Hawk County.
In 1846 Jackson Taylor, wife and two chil-
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dren came, the Taylor family settling near Sturgis and Adams.
Jessie Sturgis, born October 1, 1846, was
the first white child born in the county, and
three clays later, October 4, Henry Adams was
born, the first boy baby born in the county.
John T. Barrick and another Barrick and
J. M. and D. C. Overman came in December,
1847, and in February, 1848, the two Overmans and Edwin Brown moved their
families to Sturgis Falls.
These were
the early settlers in Cedar Falls township
and were the pioneers in the building of the
present city of Cedar Falls.
EAGLE TOWNSHIP.

On the petition of Owen McManus and
others, dated March I, 1858, Eagle township
was organized.
The first election was held on the first Monday in April following at the house of Calvin
Eighmey. The warrant was issued to Calvin
McManus. N. P. Camp, C. W. Eighmey and
Michael Mitchell were judges and Owen McManus was clerk. N. P. Camp and Michael
Mitchell were elected justices of the peace;
0. McManus, clerk; and James Sheen and
Joseph Millage, constables.
The first settlers in the township were Mr.
and Mrs. C. W. Eighmey, now residents ot
Waterloo. C. W. Eighmey came with his
father, to Van Buren County, Iowa, in 1845
and moved to Dubuque in 1847. He was
married to Catharine Penne, April 19, 1854.
As illustrating a common experience of early
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settlers the movements of Mr. Eighmey are of
interest.
In the early part of 1856, Mr. and Mrs.
Eighmey, who had then been married about two
years, who were enjoying the flush of health
and anxious to secure a home of their, own, set
out westward from Dubuque in a wagon pulled
by a yoke of oxen. They came over the well
worn way, along which the vehicles of pioneers.
had been passing for several years before them_
Yet the track was not what you might call a
well worn road'. All streams had to be forded
and the path ran up over the hills and down
through the valleys in the self-same way that
a deer a quarter. of a century before would have
had to travel had it wished to get to this part
of the state.
Arriving in Waterloo, the young couple
were obliged to tarry here for some time until
rough lumber could be hauled out in order to
afford a habitation. A modest home was built
by placing the boards on encl and nailing them
fast to horizontal studdings. A roof was put
on as good' as could be made with the mater.ial
at hand; but both roof and sides were pervious
to sunshine and rain alike and Mr. Eighmey
never lacked for sufficient ventilation while living in that first humble house. At that time·
the Eagle Center road had been staked out, but
there was no track and Eagle township was as
wild and unbroken as it ever had been. The
same spring Owen McManus came to the southern part of the township and a woman of the
name of Mitchell also came that spring and
located in the township. No land had been
broken and there was scar.cely a house in sighL
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The first crop raised·, of course, was wheat, and
although there was a mill in Waterloo most of
the Hour was bought or gristed at Cedar Rapids.
The winter of 1856-57 \\'as the coldest ever
knom1 111 Iowa. It \\'as the winter of heavy
sno,, s. of intense bitter cold and terrible blizzards. It ,,·as in this crude home with many
cr,evices between the boards that the family
passed such a winter as this. The young people
\\'ere poor as most pioneers \\'tre, and all they
had to keep themselves warm was a small
kitchen stove. It was not unusual, but rather
quite a common experience, for the family to
\\'ake up in the morning and find the bee! covered \\'ith a shallow bank of snow. In those
clays the sleeepers always took the precaution
to cover their heads the same as the rest of their
body, for if they did not they would freeze nose,
ears and the rest of the face. It makes one almost shiver to think about the experiences Mr.
Eighmey tells, which brought suffering that
winter and the winters following on account of
the intense cold. Once, one of the children ·
froze his feet while in bed. It was almost impossible to keep warm with the clothing and
coverlets that the family possessed and with the
scant facilities for heating the small house.
During the winter of 1856-57 the deep
sno\\' was incrusted with ice to such an extent
that hundreds of deer lost their lives by breaking their legs while attempting to cross these
snow banks. One reason for the scarcity of
deer and elk for several seasons following \\'as
the unusual crust of ice that capped the shimmering banks of white. An elk left a crimson
trail one-fourth of a mile north of Mr. Eigh7
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mey's home one winter morning and by the
blood the animal was tracked' to Hudson, where
it had previously fallen to the unerring marksmanship of some of the settlers.
There were fe\\· Indians in Eagle township,
the scarcity of timber and streams rendering
that an unattractive section to them. There
were no log cabins in the township as there was
no timber from which to make them.
Mr. Eighmey also tells about the generous
hospitality of the pioneer times. One clay he
and his \\'ife were afforded a rather peculiar
spectacle; a wagon, pulled by oxen, and driven
by a man and woman, was seen approaching
in the far distance. In this instance, one could
be excused for "rubber-necking," for it ,,vas a
sight so unusual to see anybody passing over
the prairies. When the rig got within a hundred feet of the house, the man stood up in the
box, took off his hat, waved it through the air
in wind-mill fashion, and gave expression to
some lusty whoops that might have clone credit
to an Apache. Mr. and Mrs. Eighmey had
never seen the people before, but the unusual
antics were explained by the man, when he said
that he was so glad to find some one else living
in that section of the country, that he just could
not restrain himself. The couple proved to be
settlers wh o lived farther east, and the families became very intimate friends and spent
many happy hours visiting back and' forth.
On another occasion an elderly man and
woman ancl their daughter came to the Eighmey home on an afternoon, and stated that they
hacl come a long way and that they must stay
all night. In order to afford a better idea as

120

HISTORY OF BLACK HAWK COUNTY

to the accommodations of the Eighmey house,
it is only necessary to state that the building
was r4xr8 feet. The r,oof was a low one and
afforded very little space in the garret, not
enough for one to stand; only enough to permit
one to enter on "all-fours." "How old is Ann,"
would have been a much easier problem to solve
than to tell how to accommodate the visitors.
Mr. and Mrs. Eighmey had only one bed and
a little trundle bed for the little shaver, and
there were three of them, and three of the visitors, making a total of six persons for one and
one-half beds. The visitors being old people,
Mr. and Mrs. Eighmey induced them to sleep
in their one bed ( the feather tick of which had
previously been t~oved and placed on the floor
and on this their daughter was to sleep). Mr.
and Mrs. Eighmey climbed up into the little
cubby-hole of a garret, and took their child
with them. They could not sleep if they would,
and so kept awake all night. They had nothing
to lie upon except the stringers and not sufficient clothing to keep them warm. At three
o'clock in the morning Mr. Eighmey arose,
which was a simple process as he had not doffed
any of his garments, built a fire in the kitchen
stove, and shortly after Mrs. Eighmey came
d'own and they had breakfast. All homes were
similar to this one in the early days. What one
had was as free for others as it was for himself.
Eagle Center is a convenient trading point
wher.e there is a fine Catholic church edifice and
a large settlement of Catholics.
'-

· EAST WATERLOO TOWNSHIP

Was organized on petition of S. P. Brainard,
praying for a division of vVaterloo township
running along the channel of the Cedar River,
and from the eastern part thereof be organized
a new township by the name of Wellington,
elated May 5, 1858. The matter, however, was
laid over until the following July when the
County Court or,derecl an election to be held in
August, 1858, to vote upon the matter of the
di vision. Naturally, there was opposition and
the electors on the east side of the river who
were promoting the new township scheme were
fearful that the west side would out-vote them.
The election ,vas ordered held in the Court
House, which was on the east side, and that
was the wet season and when election clay arrived the river was booming and not a westsider was able to reach the polls. The vote in
favor of division was 60 and not one against it.
The township was called not Wellington but
East Waterloo.
The election judges were 0. E. Shipman.
Myron Smith and Isaac Young; Charles D.
Young and Morrison Bailey were the clerks.
\i\Tilliam Armstrong and William P . Bunn were
elected justices of the peace.
The first settlement on the ground on which
the modern and progressive city of Waterloo is
no\\· built was made in the year 1846. One
of the first white men to visit this regi on, as far
as known, was James Virden, who passed
through this section early in 1846 and \Yent on
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to Cedar Falls where a few settlers were then cumbered only by their, packs and guns, started
located and where Mr. Virden, then a young out from the Key City on the stage road by way
man, engaged in helping a man named Sturgis of Anamosa and Marion, crossing the Cedar
build a dam across the river.
River at Cedar Rapids and making the rest of
Mr,. Virden, who is now a well preserved the journey up the west bank of the river. This
man of 75 years, still makes frequent visits to journey was accomplished during the last week
Waterloo. He recently related some incidents in May.
in connection with the early history of \,VaterWhen they reached what is now the thrivloo and his experiences which were well worth ing little town of Vinton, these men only found
preservmg.
a bleak stretch of prairie wi,th a cross stuck in
In the early spring of 1846 Mr. Virden left the ground at a certain point on which had been
his home in Wayne County, Illinois, and went scrawled in good sized letters the name of the
down to St. Louis, making the journey to a town. The only house in that vicinity then was
large extent on foot. When he started on the a· log cabin located on the bank of a creek. The
journey to St. Louis, Mr. Virden accepted a travelers continued their journey without visitcommission to collect for a neighbor a debt ing the cabin and at a point four miles north oi
from a man who had left Wayne County and Vinton they stopped for the night at the cabin
located near the Missouri city. He found the of a settler named Pratt, who was afterwards
man who owed the money but in settlement was Judge Jonathan R. Pratt of this county.
obliged to take a horse in payment. He rode
Mr. Virden and his companion continued
the animal back to Illinois, but found the man their journey north along the bank of the river
who had given him the commission had in the the next morning, but they did not find another
meantime moved to \i\Tisconsin. Mr. Virden house or habitation until they reached the cabin
continued his journey north until he found of George W. Hanna near Cedar Falls, a diswhere his man was located and delivered the tance of fully 30 miles.
animal to him at a town named Fairplay. About
Mr. P ratt accompanied the two a distance
thi s time learning that his brother-in-law, from his cabin and on parting with them
Charles Mullan, and family had decided to emi- asked where they were expecting to locate. Mr.
grate from Wayne County to Iowa, to a point Virden, while in the cabin had noticed that Mr.
on the Red Cedar River, located' about roo Pratt was the possessor of a couple of daughmiles west of Dubuque, he decided to precede ters, young ladies of vivacity and good looks,
them, and that same spring started for the new and in reply to the question he said they incountry alone and on foot. On his arrival at tended to locate at Sturgis Falls, which is now
Dubuque after some hard walking, he became Cedar Falls, and that when he had built himself
acquainted with another adventurous spirit by a cabin he intended to return to the hospitable
the name of Flemuel Saunders and the t wo, en- cabin of his host and claim the hand of one of
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his winsome daughters in nnrriage. The remark was made in half jest, but it turned out
that the young frontiersman was speaking the
truth, for a few years afterward he was married
to Charlotte Pratt at Cedar City, the exact elate
being the 27th of February, 1851.
On the afternoon of the clay the travelers
left Pratt's cabin, June 1, 1846, they reached
the point on the Cedar where Waterloo now
stands. They found no signs of habitation
here, excepting a well-worn Indian trail which
led to and crossed the r.iver somewhere near the
present Fourth street bridge. Passing over the
site of \;\/aterloo they found at the Black Hawk
creek an emigrant by the name of Taylor, who
was traveling across the country with a covered
wagon and several yoke of oxen, but who had
been stopped by the high waters in the creek.
They accepted Mr. Taylor's hospitality for the
night, and the next morning being anxious to
finish their journey the travelers swam the
creek, and soon came to the cabins of George
W. Hanna and William Virden, a few miles distant. The next clay they took a canoe from William Virclen's back to the creek and with it
helped to get Taylor and his outfit across.
After a short visit with his brother and with
the Hannas, James Virden went on to Cedar
Falls. where he found two settlers located.
They were Erastus Adams and William Sturgis. Adams had erected a cabin on the bank of
what is known as Dry Run creek, ·and Sturgis
had built himself a habitation near the river.
Virden engaged to work for Sturgis, who was
then engaged in building across the Cedar at
that point the first clam constructed in this part

of the State. He worked for Sturgis the balance of the summer.
In 1848 Mr. Virden pre-empted three fractional pieces of government land, one part of
which to-clay includes the greater portion of the
present Third \Varcl of Waterloo. On this
land he erected a cabin near the river. Mr. Virden held the opinion with other early settlers
that no one would ever reside on the prairie
back from the river, and considered the prairie
iand as practically valueless.
Shortly after making this settlement, Mr.
Virden came into possession of two Indian canoes and utilized them for some time ferrying
travelers across the river. These canoes were
made by the native Indians and the largest and
best one, which had been hewn from a walnut
tree, had considerable of a history. In the winter of 1847-48 a large party of Indians of the
\Vinnebago tribe camped between the present
Mullan residence on the Cedar Falls road and
the Black Hawk creek on Mr. Mullan's homestead claim. Two very large walnut trees then
stood on the bank of the round pond in what is
now known as Cobb's pasture. One clay when
Mr. Mullan made a trip to the creek from his
cabin, he made the discovery that the Indians
had cut clown both the trees and were engaged
in shaping the trunk of the largest of them into
a canoe. He ordered the Indians to cease their
work, informing them that the trees belonged
to him. The Indians stopped their labors, but
the next morning a delegation from the camp
vis ited the Mullan cabin and made overtures
which resulted in their being allowed to
proceed with the work of making the canoes.
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They informed Mr. Mullan that they would
need the canoes badly when the spring hunting
season opened and promised that after the season closed they would bring them back and present them to him. In the spring the Indians
started out on their hunt, and several days after
they had gone, Mr. Virden, who was exploring along the river near Cedar Falls, found one
of the vessels turned over on the bank of the
river. He saw no signs of the red men and believing they had abandoned the boat appropriated it to his own use. He says it \\"as splendidly built, strong, swift and safe.
The nearest post office which Mr. Virden
and other settlers in this section had then was
located at Marion, about 60 miles distant. For
their, mill grists a drive to Cedar Rapids or to
Quasqueton, both about the same distance
away, was necessary.
Mr. Virden remembers that the winter of
1847 was very severe with the snow covering
the ground to a great depth and forming in such
masssive drifts as to hide all sign of the roads
and trails. The settlers were cooped in their
cabins most Qf the winter and compelled to subsist principally on potatoes and meat. which was
not so bad, but which became somewhat monotonous before the spring suns came and liberated them.
Mr. Virden remembers making hay several
seasons on the ground where East Waterloo
is now built, and recalls many times the shooting of wolves and other wild game which
roamed over that section.
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FOX TOWNSHIP.

On May 3, 1858, Fox township \\"as set off
from Spring Creek township by the County
Court in answer to the petition of A. B. Mather,
and: others, being congressional township 88
north, range I 1 west, and the place of holding
the first election \Yas the house of Theodore
Williams and the time was at the usual April
election, afterwards changed to October 1858.
At the first election the judges were Andrew
Murphy, Aaron L. Burgess and C. W. Corwin;
and the clerks were A. B. Mather and Silas I.
Petit. A. B. Mather and M. S. Oxley were
elected justices of the peace; Lewis Shroyer
and C. \V. Corwin, constables; C. vV. Corwin,
township clerk; S. I. Pettit, assessor. It is supposed that Stephen Howell from Indiana, \\"as
the first to settle in the township, locating in the
southeastern part.
His son, James Howell,
was the first white child born in the tom1ship.
The first land entered in township 88, range
11 (Fox), \\"as by Frederick E. Bissell, September. 29, 1852, and John Dunham entered: a part
of section 19, November 19, 1852.
The first breaking was done on the southeast quarter of the southeast quarter of section
36, which is the extreme southeast corner of
the township, in the fall of 1852. It was done
by Henry Gray, Stephen Howell and Peter
Cox, who merged their three yokes of oxen to
accomplish the work.
The first school house ,yas built on the
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northwest corner of section 36, about 1856. ] the;·e \\·as a small building, \\"here Mr. DunkerThe building was of logs, of modest appearance, ton now lives, and a log building occupied by
and of modest price, the contract price being Logan Bright, where 'Littleton is now situated.
These \\"ere the only houses between there and
only $r IO.
The first sermon was preached by Rev. Ste- Independence. Mr. Barber, who is a carpenphen Holland in the log school house in the ter, erected the first frame house in the townspring of 1857. A Methodist class was organ- ship, on section 4. Mr. Canfield built on secized in 1869 by Rev. Holland, with a member- tion 9, and Mr. Owen on section 5.
Henry Owen was married in 1857, in
ship of 26.
The oldest living settler of Fox township is Osage, and he brought his \\·ife immediately to
Fred Huck, Sr., \Yho li,·es but a short distance the township, where they were to make their
from Jubilee. Mr. Huck was born February future home. His brother Eli and his ,Yife
r8, 1830, in Furstenthum Scha~1111burg Liepe, were married in March, 1855, in Lester town\Vhen a young man he re- ship. They were the first couple married in
Germany.
mo\·ed to Indianapolis, Indiana, where he the township, and the father of the groom, who
worked at railroading, being a section \\·as the justice of the peace, \\"as the officiating
boss the last few years m which he magistrate.
In those early clays there \\"ere neither roacls
In 1856, he
sen-eel in that employment.
came to Black Ha\\"k County, settling in Fox nor bridges and ,\·hen one ~\·ished to go anywhere, he had to start his oxen, oftentimes,
township.
across untried pathways. The nearest post
office was Littleton, and most of the grain \\"as
LESTER TOWN SHIP
taken to a mill at Quasqueton, IO miles south
\Vas organized February 7, 1854. There is no
record ·of the elate of the first election held in
Lester, but it was probably held in April, 1854,
when Thomas W. Barber, Thomas \;\Tilson and
E. S. \Vheeler were elected trustees; E. S.
Wheeler, clerk, and Jonathan R. Owen and
James Barclay, justices of the peace.
The oldest living resident of Lester township is Henry Owen, \\·ho came to the t0\n1ship
in 1853. In the party were Mr. O\,·ens' father,
and mother, Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Owen, A. W.
Barber, P. S. Canfield ancl Eli Owen, who settled in the same neighborhood. .At that time

of Independence.
Eli Owen built a granary in 1857, and in
that crude building, the first school was taught.
The first Fourth of July celebration \\"as
held in 1854, at the home of J. R. Owen. I1witatio11s had been sent out for many miles around
and when the great, glad clay dawned, the pioneer patriots began to wend their way to Mr.
They came in wagons.
O\Yen's domicile.
drawn by oxen, on horseback and on foot.
Some of them wore their blue overalls, some of
them their entire working garb, and some of
them came barefooted. One \\"as just as good a::-
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another, and the kind of dress or absence of it
cut little figure. As Henry Owen remembers,
there was not much of a literary nature to celebrate the nation's glad holiday, most of the program being in the nature of sports, the chief of
which ,yas rifle practice.
Mr. Owen has kept a diary ever since 1860,
with the exception of a small break in the "nineties." People from all parts of the country go
to Mr. Owen to have him settle their disputes.
He has all of the important events for the last
40 years, set clown black on white. The perusal
of this diary affords greater interest than the
reading of the best novel, because it is vital with
the happenings of real life, and interspersed
throughout it are tragedies and comedies of
actual experience.
If space would permit, multiplied instances
might be given, telling of the hardships anci
struggles of the pioneer clays, in this part of the
country. Mr. Owen say~ that they had to jump
into unknown places and get out if they could.
In driving across the country, streams had to be
forded, including both rivers and creeks. He
speaks about the terrible rains of 1858 and of
the consequent floods, and tells how one clay he
went to Fairbank to mill, and while he was gone
the "VI apsie" River rose out of its banks, inundating all of the land. When the hour came
for his return, he was confronted by darkness
and turbulent floods, which jeered angrily at
him, as they hurried on their way to the great
Father of Waters. He secured some boards
which he laid across the back of the wagon box
and lifting his flour high upon these and standmg near the back end-gate he urged his oxen
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into the river at the usual fording place. Soon
the oxen were compelled to swim and the
wagon became a boat. After a time the outfit
reached the west bank (having drifted several
rods below the landing), where the bank was
precipitous. But fortunately, the river had
risen enough to be even with the bank and the
cattle were floated upon high land. vVhen the
wagon went to make the rise, the box was almost
vertical and Mr. Owen had to hold his grist upon his shoulders. If the flour had started to slide,
and he with it, both would have been carried
into the turbulent stream, and been swallowed
up by the angry torrent.
The experience of Mr. Owen is similar to
that of other early settlers and covers much in
the way of social conditions ,Yhich were duplicated in every other township. A better idea
can be had of what made the history of the
early times from them than through any other
source. They lived through it and speak from
personal knowledge. It is like direct evidence
and makes clear the picture of the situation.
Jams Dunkerton, still living, came to the
township with his ,vife in 1854. The town of
Dunkerton was named for him and located on
his farm.
Other pioneers of Lester township are the
following: Mrs. Benjamin Adams, John Carncross and wife, E. P. French and wife, Mrs.
Harriet (Wood) Canfield, Mrs. Margaret
Carnes, James Harn, Sr .. and \\'ife, Mrs. FinchSaco, Mrs. Maria Owen (widow of Eli Owen),
H. \V. Bucher, Mrs. A. J. Mackintosh, and John
Potts, all of whom lived in the township in the
early "fifties .. , The oldest resident of the town-
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ship is Mrs. Carnes, who is about 90 years of
age.
H. W. Bucher came to the township in 1858
with A. R. Dickey, from Stephenson County,
Illinois. Mr. Bucher, who is now the honorable postmaster of the village, speaks about the
unusual amount of rain in 1858. He went to
Independence to mill one Thursday and was
not able to return home until the following
Monday. The water in the "Wapsie" River
rose to a record-breaking mark and the bridge
was saved only by hauling rock upon it. Crane
Creek, which flows near Dunkerton, had been
swollen to the proportions of a river, and it was
necessary to swim the oxen across. Mr. Bucher
with two yoke of oxen, began overturning the
virgin soil in 1860, for Thomas Titus. He continued at breaking for two years and then
bought a threshing outfit of Christ Brubaker of
vVaterloo, father of Mrs. \V. \V. Updegraff and
Mrs. E. L. Lamb.
A year afterward the
threshing outfit was burned, horses and all, and
the owner was obliged to re-equip himself.
In the early clays Rev. Mr. Cohvell, a Presbyterian minister preached in the school houses.
Later, Rev. Mr. Chitester, a United Brethren
preacher, came to the community and held services. A number of years later this gentleman
and his wife were killed by a B., C. R. & N.
train, near Independence, while going to attend
a funeral. Rev. Israel Shaeffer, another United
Brethren minister, held services in the neighborhood and Elder Hayden, who lived east of
Fairbank, started a Baptist class in the ¥ommunity. Only one of the charter members of
this church is now living, Mrs. H. W. Bucher.

Mrs. James Dunkerton, who died last year, was
also a charter member.
LINCOLN TOWNSHIP.

The Board of Supen"isors, on June 6, 1861,
set off congressional to\n1ship 87 north, range
14 \\"est, from Black Hawk t0\n1ship, as a ne\\.
civil cli\·ision of the county, called Lincoln
tom1ship.
The first election \\"aS held the second Tuesday in October following. Samuel B. Roberts,
Samuel Gibson and H. Beckwith were judges
and Samuel Marsden and \Villiam \i\Trought,
clerks of election. \Villiam \Vrought, Samuel
Gibson and J. Hukel were elected trustees.
There were I 1 votes cast in 1860, all for Lincoln, and from that incident the township took
its name.
Samuel Gibson is credited with having been
the first settler in the township. But his brother
Robert, now living in ·w aterloo with his daughter, Mrs. James Klinefelter, thinks that Adam
Shigley, wife and little boy and girl were here
first, that is, in 1853. He recalls that when he
and his brothers, William and John, came 111
1854 they went to the shanty of the Shigleys.
These first settlers merely made claims; they
did not enter land at that time. The United
States Lane! Office records show that the first
entries of land in the t0vvnship were made by
Madison E. Hollister and Watson V. Coe,
July 5, 1854. But it does not follow that they
settled in the township, while it does show that
neither the Shigleys nor the Gibsons entered
land on their first settlement. \Villiam Seeley
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and brother ,,·ere living in a shanty when Robert Gibson came, and there was another family.
Samuel Gibson has been credited with having been the first settler, perhaps because he staid
on the ground and became one of the prominent
farmers of the county. He died a few years
since. He was but 16 years of age when he
came to Lincoln township; quite a youngster to
locate a home so far from human habitations.
The Zion Baptist Church of Lincoln was
organized in Eagle township, on January 3,
1869, by Rev. J. W. Thompson, \\"ith IO members. William P. Thompson was its first and
only clerk. In the winter of 1869-70 a protracted meeting was held, during which 2 r were
added, and L. H. Thompson licensed to preach.
On June 15, 1870, a council met ,vith the
church and organized it. Rev. D. S. Starr, of
Cedar Falls, preached on the occasion. On
March IO, 1872, the place of meeting was
changed to the schoolhouse. in sub-district No.
4, Lincoln tO\Ynship.
MOUNT VERNON TOWNSHIP.

The township of Mount Vernon was ordered set aside as a civil division in September,
1854. The first township election was held at
the house of Wallace Pattee, April 2, 1855,
when Joel Hiser and Randolph Leland were
elected justices; Thomas Gordon and Frederick
Pattee trustees; Wallace Pattee, assessor; and
A. Eyestone, clerk. Mr. Leland refused to
qualify and in August following, A. Lawrence
was elected to fill the vacancy.
It seems that the first settlement in the town-
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ship was made by a man of the name of Allen,
on the northeast quarter of section 4, during
1852. The record of original entries shows
that William Bergin entered a part of section
3 in July, 1852. Isaac McCaffrey two years
later bought out Mr. Allen, and William Hogan settled on a part of section 3 in 1853. His
daughter, Rebecca, and Elihu Thorpe were
married by Rev. Mr. Goforth in December of
1853, this being the first marriage solemnized
in the township. Joel Hizer settled in section
4 in 1854, built a log cabin, broke some prairie
and returned to what is now \,Vest Virginia to
marry in the following winter. Subsequent
settlers were Abraham Eyestone, vV. St. John,
Lawrence Thomas, S. S. Knapp and Wallace
Pattee. It is said the township was named' by
S.S. Knapp.
The first tavern was built by Milton Smith
in 1855. It was on the Independence, Janesville
and vVaverly road and was known among the
old settlers as the "7-mile House." Mr. Smith
sold out to Charles Gibbs, and a humorous incident is told that during a warn, summer night
of the following year, a wild cat bit Gibbs' big
toe while he was asleep. Two large cottonwood
trees mark the place where the old house stood.
The first independent school district was
formed in 1856, and the Presbyterian class was
organized in the same year by Rev. Mr. Colwell.
The Methodist Church was organized in November of the same year by Rev. Mr. Odell.
It is told by many of the early settlers of this
township that the first grove meeting ever held
within the township and probably within the
county \\"as held in the only natural grove in
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the township on the northwest quarter of section 3, 1857.
Of all the good townships in Black Hawk
County, Mount Vernon stands well at the head
in point of cultivable land, character of the
people, and the proficiency of the schools.
ORANGE TOWNSHIP

Was organized under order of the County
Court elated March 3, 1858, and called Adeline.
The judges of the first election, held April 7,
1858, were Loring B. Shephard, James Munger
and John Parker; clerks, William L. Manning
and John F. Darling. Obediah Lineaweaver
was elected clerk, and William L. Manning and
John Parker, justices of the peace.
There is no record of any order changing the
name of the township, yet at the general election in August following the organization the
name of Orange was substituted, and James
Munger, W. H. Wiswell and Loring B. Shephard were judges and 0. P. Lineaweaver and
Dyer Reed, clerks. The township officers were
not changed with the name.
According to the records, Samuel 0,Yens
was the first man to enter land in township 88.
range 13, which is Orange township.
The first settler in the township was Samuel
White, who lives about two miles southeast of
Waterloo, along the river road, and his land is
located in sections 12 and 13. When Mr.
White came to Orange in 1853, the country
was an unbroken prairie and not a single tree
could be seen to relieve the monotony of the
undulating scene.

With Mr. and Mrs. Samuel White, came
Gideon B. White, the farmer's father, who built
a house on the present location of the John
Murphy farm. A little while afterward Samuel
White built a humble home of sawed lumber,
near his present location. This house was
burned down several years ago and the present
home built a little farther away from the Rock
Island Railway track. The Whites came from
Illinois. They first settled in Linn County,
near the present site of Marion, in 1844. One
year was spent there and one year in Benton
County, where Vinton is now located. The
order had been made then to locate the county
Court House on the hill near the present site
of Vinton, and believing the presence of the
county capitol would haYe a tendency to raise
the price of real estate, Mr. \Vhite purchased
a tract of land near by. \Vhen the Court House
was subsequently moved a few miles from its
original site, Mr. White sold out and came to
Black Hawk County.
The family first settled on a farm in Poyner
township just southeast of Gilbertville. ::\Ir.
\Vhite. Sr .. sold the farm to Amasa ::"Jims.
Disappointments and bad luck in numerous
forms so discouraged Mr. Nims that he pulled
up stakes and left the country in 1852. "Uncle
Benny" \Ninsett bought the land in 1832 and
settled thereon, he being one of the earliest residents of Poyner township.
Gideon B. \i\Thite, having sold out in P oyner in 1850. located on a tract of land in Cedar
township near \i\T ash burn, \\·here Mr. Yungblut has been living, but high water and other
discouragements clroye ' him further up the
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nver. During June, 1851,' the nver was so
high that it flooded considerable of the land
adjacent to the river in Cedar township.
:-Ir. Samuel \Vhite built a home of lumber,
hauled from Cedar City, "·here there was a little steam sawmill. Later Guy Benight and
\Villiam Brown, a brother of ex-Sheriff \V. F .
Brown, started a steam saw mill just a mile
north of the \Vhite farm in the extreme northeast corner of Orange township, now a part of
East \Vaterloo township. This mill was sold in
1859 to James Virden, ,Yho conducted the place
until 1861, when it caught fire and was burned
to the ground. Mr. Virden's loss was about
$3,000, with no insurance.
The \Vhite farm which now consists of 300
acres. is one of the most productive in the
county. Other old settlers who came after Mr.
\Yhite were James Munger, John \Nard, Mrs.
Berkley (a widow, and the mother of Louis
Berkley), Jonas Flickinger, J. J. ·w eller, and
others. The Pennsylvania Dutch colonists began to arrive in the early "sixties."
Samuel \Vhite was born in Clark County,
Illinois. 68 years ago, and his wife, who is a
nati,-e of Ohio, \Y3S born 67 years ago. They
were married February 25. 1856. and will,
therefore, celebrate their golden wedding two
years hence. Mr. and Mrs. \Vhite are enjoying
all the comforts of a pleasant country home.
Mrs. \Vhite does not look to be oyer 45 years
of age. Her face is round and smooth; her
hair is black; her cheeks are rosy, and she
possesses all the sprightliness of a woman of
:-ilrs. \Vhite enjoys good
half her years.
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health with the exception of being lame, due to
a partial paralysis.
POYNER TOWNSHIP.

The first election in Poyner township was
held in April, 1855. :VI. S. Oxley, Benjamin
Brown and John Engle were the judges; J. H.
Hampton and J. C. Engle were the clerks.
Na than Poyner and I. T. Corwin were elected
justices of the peace and 'vV. \V. Engle and T.
B. Van Eaton, constables.
The first marriage was that of Henry Clark
and Sarah J. Winsett, in 1853. The first death
1Yas that of Mrs. Nathan Poyner in the spring
of 1853.
A recent interview with some of the very
old settlers affords a very fair idea of the early
settlements and subsequent changes in the
township.
The township was named in honor of Rev.
Nathan Poyner, a Baptist clergyman, who settled there ·in 1853. In lieu of a church or of a
building in which to hold services, it is told of
the Rev. Mr. Poyner, that he used to hold serYices under the spreading branches of a giant
oak near his cabin; the floor was earth's verdant carpet and the roof was the blue dome of
the heavens.
Amasa Nims, in 1850, was the first settler,
but he soon sold to Benjamin Winsett. During
the year 1852 among the ne,y arrivals in the
new tmrnship were John Perry, Joseph Perry
and George Arthur. Mr. Arthur is still living
in Raymond, hale and hearty and enjoying the
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fruits of a well spent life. In 1853 among the
arrivals were Rev. Nathan Poyner, Thomas
Poyner, Edmond Sawyer and John Van Eaton.
John Morgan, a soldier in the Black Hawk
\Var in 1832, settled near the mouth of Poyner's Creek in 1854, and John Chambaud and
John Felton came in 1854 and founded the
town of Gilbertsville. For some unknown.reason, it was located on a sand bed. As Rome is
called the "Seven-Hill City," so this village of
the \Vest might be known as the "Sand-Hill
City."
Gilbertsville of to-day is vastly different
from the Gilbertsville of a half a century ago;
the sand is there still, but it has been covered in
many places with black earth, which produces
fine vegetables and garden truck and the houses
are modern and some of them also magnificent.
A fine Catholic Church, auxiliary buildings.
such as school houses, etc., are the product
largely of the energy and intelligence of Re\·.
Father Nemmers, whq has long been the be!O\·ecl
priest of the parish.
Raymond was established about 1867, and
an elevator was built in 1860. The first store
was built in 1865; a school house \\·as erected
in 1866.
James B. Edwards, now living at Raymond, was one of the earliest settlers of Poyner township. He was born in Rappahannock
County, Virginia, March 11, 1839, and moved
to Illinois with his parents when quite young.
His father died when the son was about a year
old and his mother when he was about three
years old, and he was left an orphan at that
tender age. He was taken by Thomas Poyner

to raise. The family mO\·ed to Linn County,
Iowa, in 1846 and came to Poyner township in
1850.
SPRING CREEK TOWNSHIP,

\Vhich \\'as organized as "Precinct No. 2,"
has held the name. The first election was held
on the first ::VIonday in April, 1854, at which
there ,Yere 30 votes cast-a very good showing
for that early elate, indicating a considerable
settlement and which may account for the num~
ber of to\\·ns attempted to be made.
The first officers elected at this election were
Stephen Enns and Isaac Skinner, justices of
the peace; H. Gipe, clerk; James H. Hampton,
assessor; Henry Clark and John Blackford,
constables.
Rev. C. N. Moberly, a l\Ietho(list preacher,
had the honor of preaching the first sermon in
the tom1ship in 1853, and Poyner Culver
taught the first school. It is not remembered
at ,,·hose house the religious services were held.
It is presumed that there was some sort of a
building erected for a school house as there
were nine pupils, and it may be that Rev. Mr.
Moberly preached his first sermon in this build111g. The one circumstance which casts doubt
upon this presumption is that there is no record
or rememberance of any series of religious
meetings or revival having been held at that
time. " ·hich would certainly be expected of an
itinerant Methodist preacher in a frontier
country where there ,,·ere 30 Yoters.
The Clarks were the first people to settle
this to\\'nship. "Uncle Johnny" Clark, as he
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was called by the people of the early day, came
to the township in 1852. settling among the
hea\·y timber of Spring Creek. There, among
the giant oaks, the weeping willows, the graceful hickories and the branching elms he set up
his hearthstone, and around him the wolves
ho\vlecl by night and strange birds swept along
by clay. .\mong hi s family were a numerous
progeny who, with their descendants, live in
that neighborhood still, although many of them
have moved to other localities.
Andrew,
George and Henry were among his sons who
saw the de\'elopment of the country from a wilderness to a garden that blossomed like the
rose.
"Uncle Johnny"' Clark and Peter Cox did
the first breaking that was ever clone in that
part of the county, using those patient pullers,
the oxen. Mr. Clark drove all the way from
Pennsylvania to thi s section of the country,
in a lumber wagon drawn by these same patient,
toiling beasts, and the journey ,,·hich consumed
a long period of time was full of new beauties
and surprises all along the way. Mr. Clark
had twelve yokes of oxen, six of which were
used on a plow. He had fitted up a monster,
\rheeled, breaking plow. that cut a furrow three
feet wide and was run on wagon wheels. Six
yokes of exen, no matter how tough the sod
might be or how full of reclroots, could snake
the plow along with ease.
D. B. Teeter came in March, 1853, and has
lived continuously on the same farm. He is
now 78 years of age and his wife is 77. Both
are in splendid health, enjoying the companion-
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ship and presence of their children and their
neighbors. The hard work of the pioneer times
does not seem to have harmed them physically,
but rather to have strengthened and seasoned
their muscles and other bodily organs. The
Gipe family was also an early one, coming to
the township in April, 1852.
The oldest person now residing in the township is the widow of Joseph Howrey, who is 92
years old. She came to the township in 1854
and has Ii ved on the same farm ever since.
Though bowed down by the great weight of
years, the lady is able to be about some, and
gives promise of living quite a while longer.
There are few older people in the county than
Mrs. Howrey.
UNION TOWNSHIP.

On February 1, 1858, on petition of Randall
Churchill and others, Washington township
was divided and all that part of township 90,
north of range 14 west, lying west of the Cedar
River, was set off and became a separate township named Union. An election was ordered
for April, 1858, and a warrant to post notices
of election was issued to John Hackett.
At that election J. A. Webster, D. G. Jones
and James Bennett were judges, and Albert E.
Lamb, cleric
J. D. Gilkey and Randall
Churchill were elected justices of the peace; N.
S. Bails, clerk; and Harrison Newell, constable.
The early history of this township is interwoven with that of Washington, of which it
originally formed a part.

132

HISTORY OF BLACK HAWK COUNTY

WATERLOO TOWNSHIP.

On February 7, 1854, the petition of Edward Butterfield and other citizens in Congressional township 89 north, and range 13
west, which includes what is now Waterloo
township and a part of East Waterloo township, was presented to the court, praying to be
made into a civil township and the following
order was passed :
It is ordered that the inhabitants of said congressional township be organized as a township of the
county of Black Hawk under the name of Waterloo,
and
It is further ordered, that the first general election
in the township of Waterloo be held on the first Monday of April, next after the date hereof, at the school
house in the village of Waterloo, in said township,
and that the following township officers be there and
then elected, to-wit:
Three trustees, one clerk, two constables, two
justices of the peace, one assessor, one supervisor of
roads, and such other county and city officers as are
to be electetd at the next April election, and that a
warrant be issued to J as. Virden for such election of
said township and that Jam es Virden, H. N . Ayres and
Samuel L. May, be judges of said election.
Dated February 7, 1854.
JOHN H. BROOKS,
Clerk.
And it is further ordered, that two tiers of sections,
on the north side of township 89. range 12. be attached
to township of Waterloo for election judicial and
revenue purposes.
J. R. PRATT,
C ou11ty Judge.

This election, the first in \rVaterloo township, resulted as follows:
Justices of the peace-Morrison Bailey,
Charles Mullan; trustees, J. L. Kirkpatrick,
Martin Bailey, and H. N. Ayres; clerk, C. W.
Buffum; assessor, John Melrose.

The gentlemen who first entered land m
township 89, range 13, which now consists of
Waterloo and a part of East Waterloo, were:
Al van R. Dunton, who entered parts of sections
22 and 23, on July 24, 1847; George W.
Hanna, who entered a part of section 17, and
a part of section 26, July 26, 1847; John Hersley, who entered a part of section 21, September 13, 1849; James Haddell, Wfilliam M.
Dean, John M. McDonald, H. S. Crumrine
and Lyman Downing, who entered land in
1850 and Andrew Mullarky, John Adams, N.
vV. Tottingham, Richard Goodwin, Oscar Virden, F . S. Philpot, James ·W ilson, America
Mullan, William Virden, Cephas Clearwater,
Peter Powers and Jacob \Vitten, \Yho entered
land in 1852.
The first settler of vVaterloo township was
George vV. Hanna, who came in 1845.
The families of Sturgis and Adams, living
on the present site of Cedar Falls, and Hanna
and Virden, living in this vi:inity, numbering
13 souls comprised the entire permanent population of Black Hawk County in the winter of
1845-6.
On June 1, 1846, James Virden came to
Yisit his brother, vVilli am, and was so well impressed. that he took a claim and broke some
prairie on the east side of the river, but he did
not build a cabin until the fall of the next year.
\Vhile the first settlers of Waterloo township were George \N. Hanna and family and
Charles Mullan and family who came to the
county in 1845. among the pioneers were Mr.
and Mrs. Oscar Virden, who came from Illinois a few years after they " ·ere married to
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make a home and mayhap a name and fame in
what were then the wilds of a prairie country
that had been traversed mainly by the untamed
red man and the wild beasts, such as deer, elk
and buffalo.
Mr. and Mrs. Virden came to Black Hawk
County, July 1, 1851. Because Mrs. Charles
Mullan, who lived on the present site of \,Vest
Waterloo, was a sister of Mr. Virden, and because vVilliam Virden, who had settled on the
east side of the river, was a close relative, it
was natural that Oscar and his bride should
come to this particular part of the county to
make their home. They, therefore, chose to
build a humble log cabin in a beautiful grove
and on a high portion of ground about three
and one-half miles southwest of Waterloo,
along the Black Hawk road. That little cabin
stood about where the road now runs between
the present home and the barn across the way.
The couple lived in this domicile for about six
years when they built a frame house in 1857,
a part of which still remains and is a part of
the present home, a modest dwelling, though
comfortable and cozy, and marking a spot
around which the sacred memories of oyer a
half century cluster.
At the time Oscar Virden built his quaint
little cabin among the giant oaks which were
subsequently called Virden's Grove, there were
only three other houses in this immediate vicinity: one on the east side of the river, which was
occupied by \,Villiam Virden; one on the west
side which was occupied by Charles Mullan,
and one farther north which was occupied by
the G. W. Hanna family. There was not a
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foot of broken land from the cabin southwest
to the Iowa River, and the virgin soil had not
been disturbed by the white man's implements
of agriculture to the east as far as the present
Black Hawk bridge.
These were, indeed, strenuous times. Money
was scarce. Mills for the converting of wheat
or corn into flour were remote. The presence
of Indians tended to terrorize and the trackless
prairie and forests brought homesickness to the
inhabitants.
"When I came here," said Mr. Virden,
"one could look south over Orange and Eagle
townships with nothing to obstruct the view.
T here was not a tree or a shrub.. only tall,
waving grass. Sometimes in the summer time,
now, I stand on the same spot on which I
stood 50 years ago and again look over that
part of the country. So many trees have been
planted that instead of prairie that I once saw,
I now see what appears to be a dense forest.
Some people think that timber is becoming less
and that the forests and groves are dying out
or being destroyed by the woodman·s axe. I
have been here for 52 years and have watched
with interest the changed conditions, anct I
must say that there is ten times as much forest
now in this section as there was when I first
came."
:Mr. Virden spoke about how each year the
Indians would set forest fires which would go
roaring. devouring everything in their way
across the prairie and through the timber.
These fires destroyed much of the shrubbery and inflicted injury to the forests themselves.
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::Vlr. Virden told many interesting incidents Cedar Falls to sell. At that time, somebody
of visits by Indians. They ,rere always peace- at the Falls was willing, it seemed, to sell whisable and always quiet except when they hap- key to the Indians, and judging from the hipened to go to Cedar Falls and somebody there larity and queer capers they were cutting, Mr.
would sell them whisky. "It was not unus- Virden said they were evidently having an exual, .. said Mr. Virden, "to have one or more cellent time. \Nhen they returned to camp,
big Indians visit our little cabin each week. they had a terrible pow-wow and their yells
They \\·ould come and beg corn or food. My split the air and went resounding over a goodly
" ·ife and I would always invite them into the section of Black Hawk County. One of the
house and be as friendly to them as we could, braves, who was pretty tipsy, came to Mr. Virbecause we did not want to arouse their dis- den ·s cabin and made his wants known in the
pleasure in any way. One afternoon a big following language: "Me wants ten corns
buck came to the cabin door and knocked. It ( ten ears of corn) to feed pony on. Me Iowa
was a cold, wintry day and the Indian carried chief."
"It seems to me," replied :.\Ir. Virden, "that
a gun slung across his shoulder. He told us
that he had been on a hunting trip. He could you are riding a pretty poor pony for an Iowa
not talk English very plainly, but managed to chief. " At this the red man grunted and tried
tell us that he would like to come in and warm, to smile, but he couldn't make it out very well.
Mr. Virden gave him the corn and he galand stay all night. I took his gun and
hung it up in the cabin and my wife hurried loped away in the direction of the rest of his
The Indian tribe. Next morning Mr. Virden went over
about to get supper ready.
and after . the same route and found the corn strung all
him
brought his appetite with
eating most everything there was in sight he along the way, and he says he doesn't believe
shoved back from the table, sat a few minutes, the "Iowa chief" had a single ear when he
then arose and said, 'Me eat, then Puclwchcc' reached camp.
Oscar Virden was born in Kentucky, but
(go away). I got his gun and he thanked
living in Illinois when he was married to
was
his
rejoined
He
us and was off in the night.
companions who were camping about two miles Lo,·e Charity Powell, a native of Massachusetts, February 12, 1846. Thus they have been
southwest of us."
Mr. and Mrs. Virden recounted many married 57 years, a length of matrimonial
other interesting incidents concerning the visits companionship given but few couples to enjoy.
of Indians to their cabin or of their presence in Mr. Virden will be 85 years old the 19th of next
the neighborhood. While about 30 or 40 red- January, while his wife was 82 the 23d day
skins were camping and trapping along the of last December. Though aged, they are still
Black Hawk, they decided to take their furs, quite active and able to enjoy life. William
of which they had secured a large quantity, to Virden, his father, died in 1855, and his moth-
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er 111 1886, at the ripe age of 93. The couple
came here about five years after their marriage
and passed through all the experiences of a
couple who settle in a new Janel.
The nearest flouring mills for a few years
were at Cedar Rapids and Quasqueton; the distance to the former was somewhat longer than
to the latter, but the trail was better and so
most of the grain was taken to Cedar Rapids.
A few years after they came here a mill was
fixed up at Cedar Falls, the buhrs being made
of native bowlclers. It was only a little late1·
that Hosford & Miller started a mill in Waterloo, and pioneers were able to get their grist
ground nearer home.
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During the early days of this section, deer,
elk, and buffalo and wild wolves were very
abundant. Mr. Virden says that one winter
day he shot three deer while standing on the
same spot aear his home. At another time he
shot two elk and a buffalo, which was one of a
herd of about 30. Mr. Virden is so tender
hearted and so kind to men and beasts that
he didn't care to kill the wild animals which
were so abundant, and the only reason that he
killed any was to stay the pangs of hunger. It
must be remembered that in the early days the
question of getting food required a great deal
more attention than it does in these days of
peace and plenty.

CHAPTER IX
CR.VSHING THE R.EBELLION
CRUSHING THE REBELLION.

The record of the county made in the \Var
of the Rebellion, measured by the patriotism
exhibited by the people, is excelled by few, if
any, counties in the State of Iowa, whose record stands as high as that of any other State.
The relative merit of individual soldiers
is not often recognized by the public, nor is
it taken into consideration by the surviving soldiers themselves. He is an old soldier and that
is sufficient. It does not matter whether he was
one of the first to volunteer when the pay and
the bounty were small, or whether he was later
shamed into enlisting or bought to enlist by
the increased national bounty and, more than
that, by county and township bounties. It does
not matter whether he went at the first and
stayed through to the end, or whether he held
off to the last minute and got mustered in in
time to hear of the fall of Richmond as he
donned his uniform for the first time, and got
more good living for 90 days without getting
outside the State, and more money for the 90
days than the three and four year men got
for their entire time, still he is an old soldier
and. in the public eye, the peer of the best of
them.

In the record following, compiled from the
reports of the Adjutant General of the State
all are given a place on the same plane.
The county was liberal to the soldiers, and
the citizens also. Cedar Falls in particular
manifested a liberal and patriotic interest. Following the call for 75,000 volunteers by President Lincoln and that for r ,ooo (Iowa's quota)
by Governor Kirkwood, the citizens_ raised
money to provide uniforms for the "Pioneer
Grays," a military company which had been
formed the February previous in anticipation
of trouble, and raised a further subscription of
$800 for the needy families of those volunteermg. An enthusiastic meeting was held and
stirring resolutions were passed, a copy of
which was sent to the Governor, offering the
services of the company. This was on April
21, 1861. Adjutant Bevin replied that the
Governor highly appreciated the sentiment of
the resolutions and the patriotic offer of ser\'ice by the company, but that the regiment
called for by the Governor had already been
filled. Late in Ma, the company received an
order to march.
The Board of Supervisors on the 8th day
of June, 1861, passed resolutions condemning
the rebellion and pledging support to the Union.
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A resolution was adopted the same day appropriating $500 for the support of the families of
volunteers; in October an additional sum,
$1 IO, was appropriated.
On September 5, the board passed a resolution which, after its various amendments,
provided for the payment of "four & 16 2-3100 dollars" to the families of "soldiers," excluding commissioned officers.
At the October session, 1862, the clerk reported a total of $899.56 expended for the relief of soldiers' families, drawn by townships
as follows: 'vVaterloo, $212. 16; East Waterloo, $145.60; Lester, $30. 12; Mount Vernon,
$12-48; Washington, $12.48; Union, $8.32;
Barclay, $12-48; Poyner, $37.44; Fox, $4.16;
Cedar, $8.32; Orange, $24.96; Black Hawk,
$16.64; Spring Creek, $112.32; Big Creek,
$45.76; Cedar Falls, $216.32.
At an adjourned meeting, held December
7, 1863, the board ordered a bounty of $200
to be paid to each volunteer who had or should
enlist under the then last call for men.
On January 6, 1864, the board ordered that
families receiving the $200 should be excluded
from receiving aid from the Volunteer Fund.
On September 6, 1864, on motion of B.
Sergeant, the clerk was authorized to issue
county warrants to veteran volunteers, for
bounty of $200 each, upon the certificate of the
captain or any officer of higher grade than captain, that they had enlisted as veteran volunteers and been credited to Black Hawk County,
previous to January 7, 1864.
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On January 4, 1865, a committee was appointed to draft resolutions in the matter of raising a bounty for volunteers to fill the call for soldiers, consisting of Messrs. Corwin, Abbey and
Gilkey, who presented the following:
Resolved, That the Clerk of this Board be authorized and he is hereby directed to issue a county warrant
for $400 to each volunteer recruit or drafted man who
shall enlist or be drafted under the present call of the
President of the United States for 300,000 men, on the
said volunteer or drafted man filing with said Clerk a
certificate from the Provost Marshal that the said
volunteer or drafted man has been accepted and mustered into the service of the United States and credited
to the county of Black Hawk.
Resolved, That the Clerk of this Board shall not
issue warrants ( for the said purpose of paying enlisted
volunteers or drafted men) to any one town ship of said
county of Black Hawk, to exceed $400 for each man of
the number that may be assigned to each of the several
townships, but issue warrants of $400 to each man of
the number that may be assigned to each of the several
townships and raised by volunteers or draft and complying with the foregoing resolution by presenting a
certificate as aforesaid.

Carried.
In addition to these liberal offers to late volunteers, some of the townships voted an extra
$200 bounty, while the general government had
raised the bounty to $400. Some of these late
volunteers got over $1,200 in bounties against
$200 to men, who had fought from the beginning until the encl of the war. And it has never
been equalized in any way. Even in the pension system no discrimination in favor of the
all-through-the-service men is made.
But the war is over; the cause was saved;
the nation is great, powerful and rich.
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WAR RECORD OF BLACK HAWK COVNTY.
TAKEN PRINCIPALLY FROM ADJUTANT

GENERAL 's REPORTS.

ABBREVIATION S .

Adjt ...................................... Adjutant
Art . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Artillery
Bat .............................. Battle or Battalion
Col . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Colonel
Capt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Captain
Corp . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Corporal
Comsy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Commissary
com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . commissioned
cav . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . cavalry
captd . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . captured
desrtd ..~. • . . . . • • • . • • . . . • . . . . • . . • . • . • . . . • • . • • deserted
disab . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . disabled
disd . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . discharged
e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . enlisted
excd . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . exchanged
inf . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . infantry
inv . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . invalid

I. V. I. .................... Iowa Volunteer Infantry
kid . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . killed
Lieut . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lieutenant
M'aj .................. . ...................... Major
m. o ................................... mustered out
prmtd . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . pro1,:ioted
prisr . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . prisoner
Regt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Regiment
re-e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . re-enlis-led
resd. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . resigned
Sergt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sergeant
trans . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . transferred
vet . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . veteran
V. R. C ........................ Veteran Reserve Corps
wd ................... . .................... wounded
hon. disd ........................ honorably discharged

THIRD INFANTRY.

Participated in the Meridian expedition, arriving there February 3, 1864, and next clay tore
up Is· miles of railroad. Near Atlanta, did
good service, July 28.
Greatly reduced in
numbers, the survivors re-enlisted forming
three compa_nies, and consolidated with the Second Infantry.

The Third Regiment was raised, drilled and
sent to the front about August 1, 1861. Its
first engagement was at Blue Mills, Missouri,
September 18, 1861. Fought gallantly at Shiloh two days, the second day under command of
Lieutenant Cusley, the regimental officers being off duty or wounded. At Metamora, October 5, 1862, the regiment suffered heavily.
On its way to join General Grant, before Vicksburg, the Third was attacked by guerrillas, and
had 14 men wounded. Participated in the operations at Vicksburg. July 12, 1863, it went
into battle at Johnson, Mississippi, with 241
men, and lost 114 killed, wounded and missing.

Surg. Daniel M. Cool, com. asst. surg. June 21, 1861,
prmtd. surg. April 8, 1862. resd. Sept. 4, 1862.
Adjt. Fitzroy Sessions, com. 1st lieut. Co. K June 3,
1861, prmtd. adjt. June 26, 1861, resd. October 16,
1862.
Sergt. Maj. R. W. Montague, e. May 20, 1861, disd.
Nov. 15, 1862.
Hosp. Steward John J. Fry, e. May 21, 1861.
Company A.
Blasberry, Chas., e. April 4, 1864.
Smith. John T., e. Apri l 4, 1864, kid. July 21, 1864.

'

.

AND REPRESENTATIVE CITIZENS.
Company B.
Tusing, Noah, e. Dec. IO, 1863, died May 29, 1864.
Company I.
Second Lieut. G. A. Eberhart, com. June 5, 1861, resd.
May 1, 1862.
Second Lieut. Daniel W. Foote, com. Aug. IO, 1862,
wd. at Blue Mills and M'etamora, resd. Aug. 21,
1863.
Sergt. R. Miller, e. May 20, 1861, kid. at Jackson, Miss.
Sergt. Henry Crittenden, e. May 20, 1861.
Corp. Matthew Toole, e. May 20, 1861, wd. at Jackson,
Miss., and died at Jefferson Barracks Aug. 12, 1863.
Musician Chas E. Balcomb, e. May 20, 1861, wd. at
Blue Mills.
Bullock, Howard, e. May 20, 1861, wd. at Shiloh.
Brott, A. E., e. May 20, 1861.
Collins, Geo. W., e. Nov. IO, 1861.
Collins, C. C., e. May 20, 1861, died at St. Louis May
3, 1863.
Dorland, Peter S., e. May 20, 1861, wd. at Blue Mills,
disd. Sept. 5, 1862.
Dutcher, Wheaton, e. May 20, 1861, kid. July 12, 1863,
in battle at Jackson, M'iss.
DeWolfe, George W., e. May 20, 1861, disd. Dec. 20,
1861, disab.
Dodd, J. B. P., e. May 20, 1861, wd. at Blue Mills.
Eberhart, Geo. E., e. May 20, 1861.
Frost, James M., e. Jan. 4, 1864.
Garrett, George F., e. May 20, 1861.
Gates, S. B., e. May 20, 1861.
Livingston, Peter, e. May 20, 1861.
Peppers, William L., e. May 20, 1861, wd. twice at
Blue Mills.
Stockan, John C., e. May 20, 1861, wd. at Shiloh.
Shaw, H. B., e. May 20, 1861, wd. at Metamora.
Starr, Hiram, e. Nov. IO, 1861.
Short, S. L., e. May 20, 1861, wd. at Shiloh, died April
7, 1862.
Shipman, William W., e. Dec. 6, 1861, died at St. Louis
Jan. 3, 1862.
Thorn, S. B., e. May 20, 1861.
Washburn, L. T., e. May 20, 1861, wd. at Blue Mills,
died Sept. 18, 1861.
White, Joseph B., e. May 20, 1861, disd. Feb. 9, 1862.
White, Nelson, e. May 20, 1861.
Company K.
Capt. John B. Smith, _com. June 8, 1861, resd. June 14,
1864.
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First Lieut. William B. Hamill, e. as sergt. May 21,
1861, prmtd. 1st lieut. Nov. 15, 1861, wd. at Shiloh,
resd. April 20, 1864.
Second Lieut. Charles H. Mullarky, com. June 3, 1861,
resd. Nov. 30, 1861.
Second Lieut. John Wayne, e. as sergt. May 21, 1861,
prmtd. 2d lieut. Dec. 1, 1861, wd. and captd. at
bat. Shiloh Feb. 1, 1863.
Second Lieut. John T. Boggs, e. as private May 21,
. 1861, sergt., then 2d lieut. April 3, 1863.
Sergt. Gilbert H. Pulver, e. May 21, 1861, wd. at
Shiloh, trans. to Inv. Corps . •
Sergt. Geor~e H. Merrill, e. May 21, 1861, wd. at
Shiloh, died Oct. 25, 1862.
Sergt. Samuel L. Taggart, e. May 21, 1861, wd. at
Shiloh, prmtd to capt. and A. A.G., U. S. Vols.
Sergt. George W. Briggs, e. May 21, 1861, disd. Feb.
9, 1862.
Sergt. H . J. Denton, e. May 21, 1861. .
Corp. Jesse Cooper, e. May. 21, 1861.
Corp. W. F. Schenck, e. May 21, 1861, died at Jackson
Dec. 23, 1862.
Corp. Edward Reniger, e. May 21, 1861, trans. to Co.
B, 7th inf.
Corp. R. Van Ranselaer, e. May 21; 1861, wd. at Shiloh.
Corp. ,G. E. Ellsworth, e. May 21, 1861, wd. at Jackson.
Corp. Levi M. Langstaff, e. May 21, 1861.
Corp. Walter W. Wood, e. May 21, 1861.
Corp. Wm. H. Nickolls, e. May 21, 1861.
Corp. Chas. H. Boehmler, e. May 21, 1861.
Musician G. B. Thayer, e. May 21, 1861, wd. at Jackson disd. Sept. 12, 1863.
Musician F. A. Thyne, e. May 21, 1861, wd. at Jackson, disd. June II, 1864, wds.
Wagoner L. Young, e. May 21, 1%1.
Wagoner S. C. Hammond, e. Ma)1 21, 1861.
Allen, Moses, e. May 21, 1861, vet. Jan. 4, 1864, captd.
at Canton, died at Andersonville.
Allen, Hiram, e. Jan. 4, 1864.
Brown, A. E., e. May 21, 1861, wd. at Shiloh, died
April 10, 1862.
Ball, R. J., e. May 21, disd. April 2, 1862.
Bullis, C. H., e. May 21, 1861, died June 16, 1862, at St.
Louis.
Brownell, J. H., e. May 21, 1861, kid. at battle of Blue
Mills.
Bennett, A. J., e. May 21, 1861, disd. for disability Feb.
28, 1862.
Burke, Patrick, e. May 21, 1861.
Baker, James H., e. May 21, 1861.
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Briggs, Wallace, e. May 21, 1861, wd. at Shiloh, disd.
Sept. 19. 1862.
Cutler, D. B., e. l\Iay 21, 1861.
Cain, Martin A., e. May 21, 1861.
Davenport, R. W., e. l\Iay 21, 1861, disd. Dec. 6, 1861.
Dickey, A. N., e. l\Iay 21, 1861.
Daniels, James l\I., e. l\Iay 21, 1861.
Dignan, John, e. May 21, 1861, disd. March 31, Usu~,
disab.
Dawson, P. B., e. l\Iay 21, 1861.
Fisk, William H., e. May 21, 1861, disd. Dec. 6, 1861.
Griggs, Freeman, e. May 21, 1861, disd. Dec. 29, 1862.
Griggs. Luther, e. May 21, 1861, kid. accidentally L;ec.
2, 1861.
Groom, E., e. May 21, 1861.
Grove, Samuel, ,e. l\Iay 21, 1861, wd. at Jackson, disd.
Oct. 9, 1863.
Gillett, M. F., e. May 21, 1861, disd. April 24, 1862.
Gosting, William E., e. May 21, 1861.
Hibbard, A. 0., e. May 21, 1861.
Hasselton, B. C., e. l\Iay 21, 1861, died Jan. 12, 1862, at
Quincy.
Jacks•on, Z. E., e. May 21, 1861.
Jones, C., e. l\Iay 21, 1861, wd. at Shiloh, disd. Oct.
19, 1862.
Johnston, J. B., e. May 21, 1861.
Jefferson, E. H., e. May 21, 1861, wd. at Shiloh, trans.
to Invalid Corps.
King, H. H., e. May 21, 1861.
Leversee, Austin, e. May 21, 1861, wd. at Jackson.
Lawrence, A. G., e. May 21, 1861, disd. Sept. 18, 1862.
Laird, John Q., e. May 21, 1861, died May 5, 1862,
at Pittsburg Landing.
..
~ferrill, John T., e. May 21, 1861.
Morris, George W., e. May 21, 1861.
l\labie, D. M., e. May 21, 1861.
Matlack, E., e. May 21, 1861, deserted Nov. 8, 1861.
McElroy, William, e. May 21, 1861, deserted Sept. 14,
1861.
l\fcRoberts, John, e. May 21, 1861, disd. April 29, 1862.
Mook, Joseph.
Moury, George W., e. May 21, 1861, kid. at Shiloh.
Moulton, C. C., e. May 21, 1861, wd. at Shiloh, disd.
Sept. 24, 1862.
Orchard, George, e. May 21, 1861.
Parmalee, Junius, e. May 21, 1861.
Philpot, John, e. May 21, 1861.
Philpot, George J., e. May 21, 1861.
Peyton, William, -e. May 21, 1861.
Potts, John, e. May 21, 1861, disd. April 12, 1862.

Pattee, John W., e. May 21, 1861.
Ramback, M., e. May 21, 1861.
Rider, W. S., e. May 21, 1861.
Ross, Joseph A., e. May 21, 1861, wd. at Shiloh, died
April 10, 1862.
Snyder, P. W., e. May 21, 18(il_
Skillen, B. F., e. May 21, 1861.
Shields, Edward, e. 1Iay 21, 1861, captd. at Canton,
Miss.
Sabin, George H., e. May 21, 1861, deserted Nov. 9,
1861.
Tyrell, F. M., e. May 21, 1861, missing at Shiloh.
Taylor, B. E., e. May 21, 1861.
Troutner, John F., e. May 21, 1861.
Tracy, Samuel J., e. May 21, 1861.
Tuthill, George, e. May 21, 1861.
West Darius B., e. May 21, 1861.
West, Thomas P., e. May 21, 1861.
Wolcott, Norman M., e. May 21, lbtil, wd. at Shiloh,
disd. Sept. 26, 1862.
Watson, George H., e. May 21, 1861, wd. at Shiloh,
disd. Sept. 19, 1862.
Wemple, Charles E., e. May 21, 1861, disd. Feb. 28,
1862.
Wemple, Albert H., e. May 21, 1861.
UNKNOWN.

Ayres, J. D., e. Dec. 10, 1863.
Brubacher, D., e. Dec. 14, 1863.
Filkins, William, e. Dec. 10, 1863.
Nash, C. P., e. Dec. 11, 1863.
Wilder, William, e. Dec. 10, 1863.
SECOND CONSOLIDATED INFANTRY.

( Second and Third.)
Company A.
First Lieut. Jesse Cooper, com. July 8, 1864, from 3d
vet. inf., disd. March 23, 1865.
Second Lieut. Chas. Boehmler, e. June 8, 1861, pr ,1td.
2d lieut. March 24, 1865.
Corp. Dani. M. Mabie, e. June 8, 1861, vet. Jan 4,
1864.
Boehmler, Jacob, e. April 4, 1864.
Boehmler, Edw., e. April 4, 1864.
Daniel, J as. M., e. June 8, 1861, v:et. Jan. 18, 1864.
Hoyt, E. F., e. April 4, 1864.
Maggart, Jas. M., e. April 4, 1864.
Nicl,ols, Wm. H., e. Jan. 8, 1861, vet. Jan. 4, 1864.

AND REPRESENTATIVE CITIZENS.
Rambach, M., e. Jan. 8, 1861, vet. Jan. 4, 1864.
Rhorssen, Henry, e. April 4, 1864.
Rothermal, Geo., e. April 4, 1864.

Company F.
Corp. Geo. W. Collins, e. Jan. 8, 1861, vet. Dec. 27,
1863.
:\1 usician C. E. Balcom, e. Jan. 8, 1861, vet. Jan. 4,
1864.
Brott, A. E., e. Jan. 8, 1864, vet. Dec. 17, 1863.
Brewdecker, D., e. Dec. 14, 1863.
Eberhart, Geo. E., e. Jan. 8, 1861, vet. Jan. 4, 1864.
Loatwell, Jas., e. Jan. 8, 1861, vet. Dec. 27, 1863, disd.
May 26, 1865.
White, Nelson, e. Jan. 8, 1861, vet. Jan. 4, 1864, kid.
at Atlanta.
NINTH INFANTRY.

In July, 1861, the day after the battle of
Bull Run, Hon. William Vandever tendered to
the Secretary of \Var a regiment of Volunteers,
to be recruited in his district. His offer was
accepted, and he at once resigned, returned to
Iowa and went energetically to work. The first
company went into rendezvous at Dubuque,
early in August, and the regiment was raised
and mustered into service, September 24, 1861.
Immediat~ly after b~ing mustered in, the regiment was ordered to St. Louis, where it went
into camp of instruction at Benton Barracks.
In October it was assigned to railroad guard
duty. January 22, 1862, the Ninth joined the
Army of the Southwest at Rolla, under Brig.
Gen. Samuel R. Curtis, and was made a portion
of the Second Brigade, which was placed under the command of Colonel Vandever. The
army marched in pursuit of the Rebel General
Price, and February l 5, entered Springfield;
but Price was gone, and Curtis pursued. At a
skirmish at Sugar Creek, near the line between
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Missouri and Arkansas, the Ninth was first
under fire and behaved like veterans, charging
and driving a force three times their number.
March 4, Colonel Vandever, with a portion
of his brigade, went to Huntsville, l 5 miles,
and while here received dispatches from General Curtis that Price had been heavily reinforced,
that 40,000 Rebels, under Van Dorn, were advancing northward, and ordering him to rejoin
the army at Pea Ridge, at once. To avoid the
Rebel army, Colonel Vandever marched 41
miles on the 6th, fording White River and several other streams on the way, arriving at headquarters at 6 p. m., and participated in the two
clays' battle of Pea Ridge. The brigades commanded by Colonel Vandever and Colonel
Dodge stood the brunt of the battle. They were
handled with remarkable skill and coolness, and
fought with a valor never surpassed in the war
history of the world. "The Fourth and Ninth
Iowa," says General Curtis, "won imperishable
honors." In his report of the battle, Colonel
Vandever makes especial mention of Lieutenant
Colonel Herron, Major Coyle, Adjt. William
Scott, Captains Drips ( who was · killed), Turner, Bull, Carpenter, Bevins (killed), Washburn,
Moore and Cankadden, and Lieutenants Kelsey, Riley, Jones, Neff, Tinclale, Rice (killed),
Baker, Beebe, Leverich, Crane, McGee, McKenzie, Fellows, Claflin and Inman, and Sergeant Major Fostt;r, of the Ninth. The regiment went into camp at Helena, Arkansas,
about the middle of July, and remained five
months. December 28 and 29, the regiment
was _under fire in the battle of Chickasaw Bayou.
The year I 864 was brilliantly commenced by
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the Ninth by the campaign of Arkansas Post.
After destroying the works there, the regiment
encamped near Young's Point, Louisiana, for
many weary weeks. The r~giment participated
in the siege of Vicksburg ; was a part of Sherman's army in pursuit of Joe Johnston ; was
in the battle above the clouds at Lookout Mountain. On the 1st day of May, 1865, the regiment entered upon the Atlanta campaign, and
for four months participated in all the labors,
battles and skirmishes of the famous march
through the Carolinas, and was a portion of the
Iowa Brigade, which captured Columbia. The
gallant Ninth always fought with bravery when
there was any fighting to do.
Company B.
Long, Daniel R., e. Aug. 30, 1861, vet. Jan. 1, 1_864,
captd. at Dallas, Ga.
Long, Geo. W ., e. Dec. 12, 1863, kld. at Dallas, Ga.

Company C.
Van Wie, John, e. Dec. 14, 1863.

Company G.
Capt. Fred S. Washburn, com. Sept. 16, 1861, wd. three
times at Vicksburg, May 22, 1863, and died at home
of wds. June 16, 1863.
Capt. Jno. P. Bowman, e. as sergt. Aug. 11, 1861,
prmtd. 1st lieut. May 29, · 1863, prmtd. capt. Sept.
17, 1863, m. o. Oct. 26, 1864, term expired.
Second Lieut. Henry L. Peacock, e. as sergt. Aug. 20,
1861, prmtd. 2d lieut. May 12, 1862, res. Aug. 3,
1863.
Corp. Otis G. Day, e. Aug. 3, 1861, prmtd. sergt. of
Hayden'.S' Bat. Oct. 7, 1861.
Corp. H. Kilbourn, e. July 28. 1861, wd. at Ringgold,
Ga.
Allman, J as. B., e. July 28, 1861, wd. at Pea Ridge,
died at Waterloo.
Branniger, H. S., e. Aug. 26, 1861, vet. Jan. 1, 1864,
prmtd. corp.
Balkcom, D . E., e. Aug. 20, 1861, died Dec. 20, 1861.

Brewster, Jas. P ., vet. Jan. 1, 1864.
Branniger, Jas. M., e. Sept. 16, 1861, died at Waterloo
March 13, 1864.
Clark, F. J., e. Aug. 20, 1861, wd. at Pea Ridge, killed
at Kenesaw Mt.
Dunahoo, A., e. Aug. 20, 1861, vet. Jan. 1, 1864, wd.
at Vicksburg and Kingston, Ga.
Estell, Hira11,1, e. Aug. 16, 1861, wd. at Pea Ridge, died
at Springfield, Mo.
Hill, Jas. D., e. Aug. 20, 1861, disd. Sept. 30, 1862,
disab.
Heath, F . H ., e. Aug. 20, 1861, died March 28, 1862,
of wds received at Pea Ridge.
Hurlbut, S. B., vet. Jan. 1, 1864, captd. at Lynch Creek,
Ga.
Jordan, M. L., e. Aug. 19, 1861, vet. Jan. 1, 1864.
Klock, Geo. e. Aug. 30, 1861, vet. Jan. 1, 1864.
Little, Sardie, e. Sept. 6, 1861, disd.
Lockerby, Nelson, e. Aug. 15, 1861, disd. June 23, 1862,
disab.
Mitchell, C. H., e. Aug. 12, 1861.
Parker, Jos. e. Aug. 10, 1861, kid. at Pea Ridge.
Price, Anthony, e. Aug. 24, 1861, died at Vicksburg.
Parker, Wm. H ., e. Aug. 20, 1861, died Nov. 12, 1861,
in Pacific, Mo.
St. John, Jas. N ., e. Aug. 24, 1861, vet. Jan. 1, 1864.
Symons, 0 . E., vet. Jan. 1, 1864.

ComPan1 1.
First Lieut. Jos. G. Inman, corn. 2d lieut. Sept. 1-8,
1861, prmtd. 1st lieut. June 14, 1862, reS'd. Feb .. 15,
1863.
12TH INFANTRY.

The 12th Regiment was recruited late in the
summer of 1861, and organized at Camp Union,
Dubuque, Iowa, and mustered into the service
of the United States November 25, 1861, by
Captain Washington, 13th United States Infantry.
The first active service was at Fort Donelson, where it was assigned to Cook's brigade
of Smith's division, and was engaged in the battles of the 13th, 14th and 15th of February,

AND REPRESENTATIVE CITIZENS.
which resulted in the capture of the fort and its
garrison on the I 6th.
At Shiloh, the 12th was brigaded with the
Second, Seventh and 14th Iowa regiments,
called the Iowa Brigade, commanded by General Tuttle, Second Iowa Infantry, .Gen. W. H.
Wallace commanding the division, and were
in position near a field beyond General Hurlbut's headquarters. Here it remained in line
of battle from 6 o'clock a. m. until about 4 p.
m., during which time the enemy made several
bold charges, and was repulsed with great loss
in killed and wounded.
The 12th and 14th being in support of a
battery, and having no orders to fall back, and
not having notice that the left had given way,
were allowed to be surrounded, and, after several hours' desperate fighting, in which three or
four regiments contended against the whole
Rebel force, the 12th having its commanding
officer, Colonel Woods, severely wounded, with
16 men killed and 97 wounded, with all hopes
of retreat or succor cut off, was obliged to surrender at 6 o'clock p. m. Number of men captured from the regiment, about 400.
The men of the Eighth, 12th and 14th Iowa
Regiments who were not captured. were organized into a regiment called the "Union Brigade," of which regiment the 12th formed Companies E and K.
The Union Brigade· was engaged and took
a very prominent part in the battle of Corinth.
October 3 and 4, 1862, the 12th Iowa losing
three killed and 2 5 wounded out of
80 men engaged. After pursuing the enemy as far as Ripley, Mississippi, the regiment
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returned to Corinth, where it was engaged in
building fortifications, until December 18, 1862,
when orders were received from the War Department, discontinuing the organization
known as the Union Brigade, and ordering
the men of the Eighth, 12th and 14th Iowa to
proceed to Davenport, Iowa, to re-organize
their regiments, prisoners having been paroled
October 18, 1862, and exchanged November
IO, 1862.
The detachment of the 12th Iowa arrived at
Jackson, Tennessee, where it was found that
Forrest had destroyed the railroad from Uniontown and was threatening Jackson. The det
tachment was at once ordered to the defense of
the place, and remained four days, when it was
ordered to open the railroad to Cofumbus, Kentucky, which delayed the detachment until the
4th of January. It arrived at Columbus on that
day and was ordered once more to Davenport,
where it arrived on the 7th of Januar~, 1863,
and from there it was ordered, on the 27th of
March, to proceed to St. Louis, Missouri, there
to rejoin the regiment; and as soon as organized, was ordered to report to General Grant
in the field, near Vicksburg, Mississippi, and
served during the entire siege, participating in
all the pr.incipal engagements until the 22d of
June, when it was sent to Black River, to guard
the rear from an attack by Johnston. Vicksburg surrendered July 4.
The 12th was engaged in the battle near Tupelo, Mississippi, on 13th, 14th and 15th of
July, '64, losing nine men killed, 54 wounded
and one missing out of 200 engaged.
In June, 1864, Companies A and F, num-
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bering 55 men, under command of Capt. J. R.
C. Hunter, and Company A, while stationed at
the mouth of White River, Arkansas, were attacked by 6oo Rebels of Marmaduke 's command, about daylight on the 22d of June; but
taking refuge behind a slight stockade, they
repulsed the enemy, leaving 20 killed and
mortally wounded on the field. The loss of
Companies _A and F was one killed and four
wounded.
The regiment fought bravely in the battle
of N ashivlle, and received special mention by
brigade and division commander s for good service.
The regiment marched in pursuit of Hood,
with the army, to Clinton, on the Tennessee
River, thence by steamer to Eastport, Mississippi, arriving there on the 7th of January, 1865.
From Eastport, the regiment was ordered
to New Orleans, then embarked with the forces
under General Canby on the expedition against
Mobile; was in the front line during the siege
of Spanish Fort, which was the last service
rendered by the regiment.
During its service, the gallant 12th was in
23 battles, was under fire I 12 days, and had
95 men killed in battle.
Company B.
First Lieut. John H. Borger, com. 2d lieut. Oct. 17,
1861, prmtd., to 1st lieut. Oct. 3, 1862, m. o. Nov.
23, 1864.
Andrews, H. R., e. Oct. 12, 1861, captd. at Shiloh.
Griffin, Lawrence, e. Oct. 12, 1861, deserted at Camp
Union Oct. 23, 1861.
Monk, Frederick, e. Oct. 7, 1861, captd. at Shiloh.

Company E.
Capt. Wjlliam Haddock, com. Oct. 29, 1861, missing at

'

battle of Shiloh, com. maj. 9th cav. May 28, 1863.
First Lieut John Elwell, com. Oct. 29, 1861, captd. at
Shiloh and escaped, reS'd. July 12, 1862.
First Lieut. James Stewart, e. as sergt. Sept. 23, 1861,
captd. at Shiloh, prmtd. to 2d lieut. March 6, 1863,
prmtd. to 1st lieut. l\Iay 28, 1863, died at Memphis
July 4, 1864, of wds. received from citizen of
Memphis.
First Lieut. Charles R. Switzer, e. Oct. 3, 1861, prmtd.
to 1st lieut. April 20, 1865.
Second ·Lieut. John W. Shumaker. e. as corp. Oct. 12,
1861, wd. at Fort Donelson, vet. Dec. 25, 1863,
prmtd. to 2d lieut. May 28, 1863, m. o. Dec. 1,
1864.
Sergt. Patrick Duke, e. Sept. 25, 1861, disd. Aug: 5,
1862.
Sergt: Charles Cook, e. Oct. 11, 1861, captd. at J adcson. ·
Corp. John T. Smith, e. Oct. 11, 1861, died at Baltimore,
Md., Nov. 10, 1862.
Corp. P. P. Carpenter, e. Sept. 25, 1861, died Jan. /31,
1862, at St. Louis.
•
Corp. James Andrews, e. Oct. 19, 1861, disd. May 22,
1862, disab.
Corp. William Hamilton, e. Oct. 6, 1861, disd. Jan.
24, 1862.
Musician Oliver Lichty, e. Oct. 20, 1861, vet. Dec. ll5,
1863.
Biller, Anthony, e. Oct. 13, 1861, wd. at Shiloh, vet.
Dec. 25, 1863, prmtd. to corp.
Bird, Joshua, e. Oct. 15, 1861, captd. at Shiloh, vet.
Dec. 25, 1863.
Bailey, Geo., e. Oct. 6, 1861, died May 3, 1862, at
Keokuk.
Bradfield, John, e. Oct. 4, 1861, died April 26, 1862,
at Pittsburg.
.
Church, Nathan, e. Oct. 14, 1861, disd. May 14, 1862.
Cooley, Franklin, e. Oct. 28, 1861, died Jan. 2, 1862,
at St. Louis.
Fuller, I. W., e. Oct. 29, 1861, kid. at Shiloh.
Gorral, John W., e. May 5, 1864, died Oct. 13, 1864,
at Memphis.
Grady, Joseph, e. Oct. 17, 1861, vet. Dec. 25, 1863.
Holden, George R., e. Oct. 4, 1861, captd. at Shiloh,
vet. Dec. 25. 1863, kid. at Tupelo,. Miss., July 12,
1864.
Howrey, Jacob, e. Oct. 13, 1861, wd. at Shiloh, died
April 19. 1862.
Hart, P. N., e. Oct. 13, 1861.
Harrison, H. J., e. Oct. 28, 1861, disd. April 1, 1862.
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King, E. A., e. Oct. 8, 1861, wd. at Fort Donelson,
disd. July, 1862, disab.
Koch, J. F., e. Oct. 3, 1861, captd. at Shiloh, died May
8, 1862, at Montgomery, Ala.
Lichey, Samuel J., e. Oct. 10, 1861, wd. and captd. at
Shiloh, died at Macon, Ga., Oct. 10, 1862.
Leech, W. P., e. Oct. 4, 1861, died at St. Louis, May,
1862.

Moore, W. S., e. Nov. 14, 1861, disd. July 12, 1862.
Morris, C. D., e. Oct. 6, 1861, captd. at Shiloh, vet.
Dec. 25, 1863.
Minium, D., e. Oct. 9, 1861.
Manson, James•, e. Nov. 18, 1861, died Jan. 19, 1862.
Mears, George W., e. Nov. 14, 1861, died March, 181.ill,
at Dubuque.
Ochs, Charles, e. Oct. 10, 1861, disd. April 4, 1862,
disab.
Porter, Thomas, e. Oct. 4, 1861, wd. and captd. at
Shiloh, died.
Pauley, William L., e. Oct. 4, 1861, kid. at Shiloh.
Perry, A. B., e. Oct. 12, 1861, captd. at Shiloh.
Reed, Z., e. Sept. 23, 1861, disd. June 9, 1862, disab.
Sherman, William H., e. Oct. 28, 1861, captd. at
Shiloh, died at Camp Woods Sept. 12, 1863.
Schrack, David, e. Oct. 6, 1861, wd. at Corinth, disd.
Feb. 17, 1863.
Strong, E., e. Jan. 4, 1864.
Sawyer, Edmund, e. Oct. 6, 1861, disd. May, 1862.
Sh roger, Nathaniel, e. Dec. 26, 1861, disd. July 16,
1862, disab.
Thompson, John P., e. Oct. 22, 1861, wd. at Shiloh,
died April 20, 1862.
Talbot, Allen E., e. Oct. ll, 1861, captd. at Shiloh, vet.
Dec. 25, 1863.
·
Watkins, Isaac, e. Sept. 25, 1861, vet, Dec. 25, 1863.

Company F.
Kirchner, Michael, e. Oct. 31, 1861, captd. at Shiloh.
Wigton, Thomas J., e. Oct. 1, 1861, died April 4, 1862,
at Savannah, Tenn.
UNKNOWN.

Griffin, Daniel, e. Dec. 31, 1864.
Lawrence, William, e. Dec. 7, 1864.
Miller, John, e. Dec. 10, 1864.
Rockwell, William, e. Oct. 15, 1864:
I6TH INFANTRY.

The 16th Regiment Iowa Volunteers left
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Davenport March 20, 1862, and was at the
battles of Shiloh April 6 and 7, when it
met with heavy loss; took part in the siege of
Corinth, also was in the battle of Iuka, September 19, 1862.
After this, the regiment was engaged in
the two-days' fight at Corinth, October 3 and
4, and was variously employed in marching
from point to point, as their services were required in their department, and at all times
were found ready to do their duty.
They were engaged in many sharp conflicts,
until March 17, 1864, when they started for
Davenport, Iowa, on veteran furlough.
On May 3, the boys again resumed their
knapsacks and arrived at Clifton, Tennessee,
about the middle of the month, and on the 27th
of June a part of the regiment was engaged in
the attack on Kenesaw Mountain, meeting with
.
I
heavy loss. The regiment was under fire from
June I4 to July 2; was in the battles at
Atlanta, July 20, 21 and 22, meeting with
heavy losses, which reduced the regiment to less
than mo men present for duty.
Afterward, the regiment being increased to
450 men by an exchange of prisoners and drafted men, they started from Atlanta, November
I 5, for Savannah, where they arrived December IO, and where they were engaged in the
siege of the city until its evacuation.
\
On January 6, 1865, they started for Beaufort, South Carolina, and were actively engaged
in the campaign in the Carolinas, and finally
camped at Raleigh on the 6th of April, wher~
they remained till May 2.
The war being
closed, they marched for Washington, where

,.
,
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Blake, E ., e. Feb. 23, 1864, wd. at Nickajack Creek.
Bowers, F. E., e. Jan. 13, 1862, wd. at Shiloh, died at
Savannah, Tenn.
Brooks, Wm. E., e. Dec. 9, 1861, captd. at Atlanta.
Company B.
Brott, Wm. H., e. Jan. 14, 1862, disd. Nov. 28, 1863.
John Claussen, e. as sergt. Sept. 20, 1861, wd. at Shiloh Dengle, J. A., e. Dec. 29, 1863.
and Corinth, vet. Feb. 23, 1864, prmtd. 2d lieut. Evans, Ira, Dec. 14, 1863.
Griffith, W., e. Jan. 9, 1862, died at Keokuk, Nov. 14,
Nov. 16, 1864.
1862,
Company G.
Higgim,, Freeman, e. Dec. 9, 1861.
Johnson, Jas. W., e. Dec. 4, 1861.
Atthus, Henry, e. Dec. 10, 1863.
Keith, B. K., e. Nov. 30, 1861.
Bowers, H . J. C., e. Dec. 20, 1863, captd. at Atlaqta.
Krommelbein, John, e. Dec. 22, 1863, wd. at Nickaj ack Kennedy, B., e. Dec. 25, 1863, captd. at Atlanta, died at
Andersonville.
Creek, died at Marietta, Ga.
Lowell,
A. J., e. Feb. 29, 1864.
Lichtenheim, J. J., e. Dec. 12, 1863.
Lake, C. D., e. Feb. 19, 1862, disd. Nov. 12, 1862.
Miller, Lewis, e. Dec. 10, 1863.
Lichly, Charles, e. Dec. 4, 1861, disd. Oct. 4, 1862.
Mueller, Lewis, e. Dec. 10, 1863, captd. at Atlanta.
McCumber, D., e. Jan. 30, 1862, died at Corinth.
Schlicht, E. A. G., e. Dec. 7, 1863, captd. at Atlanta.
McDowell, Martin, e. Jan. 8, 1862, disd. Jan. 28, 1863,
Company H.
disab.
Baker, Reuben, e. Feb. 27, 1862, disd. July 14, 1862, . Motts, G., e. Dec. 29, 1863, captd. at Atlanta.
Morgan, Thomas, e. Dec. 13, 1861, disd. July 25, 1862.
disab.
Odell,
Jas. E ., e. Feb. 24, 1862, disd. Dec. 22, 1862.
Company I.
Wellover, John H., e. Dec. 16, 1861, vet. Jan. 5, 1864.
Capt. Henry D. Williams, comd. 1st lieut. Feb. 7, 1862, Walther, Jacob, e. Dec. 19, 1863.
wd. at Iuka, prmtd. capt. Nov. 14, 1862.
Whitbeck, Robt., e. Feb. 3, 1863.
Capt. Hugh Skelling, e. as sergt. Nov. 30, 1861, captd.
at Iuka, prmtd. 1st lieut. Feb. 13, 1863, prmtd. capt.
April 9, 1863, wd. at Nickajack Creek, m. o. Jan.
21ST INFANTRY.
19, 1865, term ex.
Capt. Martin Lott, e. as sergt. Dec. 2, 1861, prmtd. 2d
lieut. April 19, 1863, captd. in Atlanta, prmtd.
Went into service under Col. Samuel Mer. capt. Dec. 8, 1864.
First Lieut. Isaac C. Munger, e. sergt. Dec. 16, 1861, rill, since Governor of Iowa. Was engaged at
c;iptd. at Atlanta, prmtd. 1st lieut. May 25, 1865.
Hartsville, Missouri, January I I, 1863. Was
Sergt. Geo. N . Hall, e. Dec. 14, 1861, vet. Jan. 5, 1864,
at
Port Gibson, losing 16 men. Was again entrans. to V. R. C.
Corp. W. P. Hubbard, e. Jan. 29, 1862, vet. Jan. 29, gaged at Black River Bridge, losing 83. Was
1864, captd. at Atlanta.
in charge on Fort Beauregard. Was at capCorp. Wm. Spencer, e. Nov. 28, 1862, died June 28,
ture of Vicksburg, after which was ordered
1862, of wds. received at Shiloh.
Corp. Geo. Crumrine, e. Dec. 9, 1861, vet. Jan. 5, 1864, to New Orleans and thence to Texas. March
captd. at Atlanta.
5, 1865, was transferred to Mobile and served
Brown, J . W ., e. Dec. 18, 1863.
Bowers, Chas, H., e. Dec. 2, 1862, vet. Dec. 22, 1863, in engagement in that vicinity. Was at Fort
wd. at Kenesaw Mt.
Blakely. · Vias sent up Red River and thence
Brubaker, Jno., e. Feb. 29, 1864.
to Baton Rouge, Lousiana, where it was musBannister, Wm., e. Dec. 9, 1862, disd. Dec. 10, 1862,
tered out July 15, 1865.
disab.

they took part m the grand review May 24,
1865.

-
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Quartermaster Sergt. J. P. Hamilton, e. March 12, 1862.

Company A.
Second Lieut. Jeremiah W. Brown, e. as sergt. March
15, 1862, prmtd. 2d lieut. Aug. 2, 1862, resd. Feb.
2, 1863.
Sergt. Hiram Buel, e. March 15, 1862, wd. at Vicksburg, disd. Sept. 18, 1863.
Sergt. Eli Wood, e. March 19, 1862, died at Memphis.
Sergt. J. L. Wheeler, e. March 20, 1862, wd. at Vicksburg.
Corp. Robt. Moore, e. March 20, 1862, kid. at Jackson,
Miss.
Mc Cloud, John, e. March 19, 1862, disd. June 27, 1864.
Adams, John Q., e. June 4, 1862, disd Aug. 6, 1862.
Beecher, Ira, e. J ttne 4, 1862.
Kinney, James, e. June 4, 1862, disd. Sept. 1864.
Lichly, M. 0., e. June 4, 1862.
Lawless, Peter, e. Aug. 21, 1862.
McCrary, Lewis, e. June 4, 1862, captd. at Beaver
Creek, Mo.
McDonough, Patrick, e. June 4, 1862, wd. at Jackson_,
Miss.
Moore, Robt., e. June 4, 1862.
Nearey, Edward, e. June 4, 1862.
Purkins, L., e. June 4, 1862, disd. Aug. 25, 1862.
Stearns, Geo., e. June 29, 1862, wd. at Black River
Bridge, Miss.
Wood, Eli, e. March 19, 1862.

Company C.
First Lieut. Frank Dale, com. Aug. 20, 1862, resd.
Feb. 17, 1864.
Corp. John E. Watson, e. Aug. 14, 1862, captd. at Vicksburg.
Mathews, John W., e. Aug. 14, 1862.
Miner, H. M., e. Aug. 14, 1862.

Company E.
Blanchard, I. D., e. Dec. 29, 1863.

Company F.
McNally, Wm. J., e. Aug. 22, 1862.
31ST INFANTRY*.

vVas mustered into service at Davenport, by
Captain Hendershott, on the 13th of October,
*This regiment was mustered out at Loui~ville , Kentucky, June
27, 1865.
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1862, and under command of Col. William
Smyth took transport and moved <low~ the
river November 1, arriving at Helena, Arkansas, the 20th inst. On the 27th of the same
month, they started on an expedition to the
Cold vVater River, in Mississippi, returning ·to
Helena December 7. Two weeks later, they
started on the Yazoo River expedition, and the
regiment was partially engaged in the battle at
Chickasaw Bayou, on the 27th, 28th and 29th
o•f December.
On the 2nd of January, 1863, they started
for a point near Arkansas Post, where they arrived on the 9th inst., and on the night of the
10th marched through swamps and mire to
the rear of the enemy's works, where, on the
11th, they hotly engaged in the capture of the
place.
From this point, the regiment was ordered
to Young's Point, Louisiana, where they remained in camp until April 2, when they
moved again up the river to Greenville, Mississippi, and, after some skirmishing and considerable foraging for mules, cattle, horses,
hogs, and even negroes, returned to Young's
Point on the 26th of the same month. From
here they moved with Grant's whole army toward Grand Gulf, arriving May 7, when ,
they again moved toward J ackson 1 Mississippi.
The regiment was under fire at Raymond, on
the 12th; was at the taking of Jackson, on the
14th ; and again under fire at Black River, on
the 16th, reaching the rear of Vicksburg on the
18th where it was engaged on the 22nd in a
terrible but successful charge on the enemy's
works, and was from this time steadily under
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fire till the fall of Vicksburg, on the 4th day of
July.
The regiment, under General Sherman,
started for Jackson, Mississippi, on the 5th of
July, being under fire until the second evacuation of that place, when it was moved to Canton, Mississippi, where it was again engaged,
when it went into camp at Black River until
the 22nd of September. From here it moved
to Vicksburg, thence to Memphis, thence to
Corinth, Mississippi, where it remained till October I I ; thence marched to Iuka, and to Cherokee on the 20th, and on the morning of the
21st had a severe engagement with Rebel cavalry. On the 26th and 27th, had a running
fight ,vith the enemy, again returning to Cherokee Station. On the 24th of November, was
in the battle of Lookout Mountain, and on the
following clay, had equally hard fighting at
Mission Ridge, and on the 27th was again engaged at Ringgold and Taylor's Hills, where
the regiment suffered severely. Here they remained until December I, when, moving by
way of Chattanooga and Bridgeport, they
reached Woodville, Alabama, on the 27th inst.,
and went into winter quarters, where they remained until the 1st of May, 1864.
On the morning of May I, m oYed east,
reaching Snake Gap, Georgia, on the 9th inst.,
where they encountered the enemy in force.
On the 13th, had a severe fight at Resaca. in
\Yhich Lieutenant Colonel Jenkins \\"as se,·erely \\·ounclecl. The regiment laid in camp at
Kingston, Georgia, from the night of the 19th
until the morning of the 23rd, awaiting supplies; then moved on, encountering the enemy

at Dallas, on the night of the 26th, and the following morning, after a short but sharp conflict, the enemy was driven back; and again, on
the 28th, the enemy charging on their works,
were driven back. The fighting lasted during
the 29th, 30th and 31st. On the 1st of June,
the regiment moved to New Hope Church and
occupied rifle pits, under fire of the enemy, until the 6th, when the regiment moved to Ackworth, remaining there until the 10th, when
they marched to Big Shanty, IO miles distant,
again engaging the enemy in force. Guarded
wagon train until the I 5th, when they moved
into rifle pits near Kenesaw Mountain; and were
constantly under fire until the evening of July
3, when the enemy evacuated Kenesaw Mountain.
July 4, they again encountered the enemy
at Chattahoochie River, and, building works,
reniainecl under fire until the I 1th, when they
moved to Roswell, Georgia. From here they
went to Vining Station, thence to a point near
August 26, they moved toward
Atlanta.
Jonesboro, on the Macon Railroad. On the
3 I st, the enemy made a desperate fight, and the
regiment was again under fire until the 2nd of
September, \\·hen Jonesboro was evacuated. On
October 4, the regiment with a large portion of
Sherman's army. moved north in pursuit of
Hood, skirmishing with him at Resaca, Snake
Gap. Little RiYer, etc.; after this went
to Atlanta. Xo,·ember 15; thence into
the heart of Georgia, marching about
they re::ichec\ the
per clay.
miles
I5
re:ir of Savannah. on the 10th of December.
186--1-. and ten clays later the whole army entered
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Corp. John E. Menser, e. Aug. 6, 1862.
Corp. Spence Fellows, e. Aug. 12, 1862, wd. at Missionary Ridge.
Corp. S. E. Pratt, e. Aug. 3, 1862, died at St. Louis.
Corp. John W. Ray, e. Aug. 10, 1862.
Corp. F. Davenport, e. Aug. 13, 1862, disd. Sept. 9,
1863, disab.
Corp. D . H . Sessions, e. July 29, 1862.
Corp. Geo. Bawn, e. Aug. 15, 1862, died at Dallas, Ga.
Corp. ErasmuS' Wilson, e. Aug. 10, 1862.
Corp. Chas. Seavey, e. Aug. 15, 1862, died at Vicksburg.
Musician Noel P . Orcutt, e. Aug. 15, 1862.
Musician Wm. Harter, e. July 29, 1862, disd. Sept. 9,
1863, disab.
Wagoner F. D. Streeter, e. Aug. 7, 1862, captd. Aug.
28, 1863.
Anderson, Geo. W., e. Feb. 18, 1864.
Brown, Edwin, e. · Aug. 7, 1862, disd. Feb. 23, 1863,
disab.
e. Aug. 6, 1862.
Lieut. Col. Theodore Stimming, com. 1st. lieut. Co. B Berry, Samuel,
e. Aug. 12, 1862, died at Chattanooga.
W.,
James
Burlce,
prmtd.
1863,
31,
Oct. 13, 1862, prmtd. maj. March
Barry, Wm., e. Aug. 14, 1862, died at Black River, Miss.
lieut. col. i\Iay 27, 1865, m. o. as maj.
Brandon, Buel, e. Aug. 13, 1862.
Adjt. Jos. Rosenbaum, e. as sergt. Co. B August 6, 1862,
Caldwell, Henry, e. Aug. 14, 1862, tran s. to V. R. C.
sergt.
m.
q.
aS'
o.
111.
prmtd. adjt. June 17, 1865,
Cooper, H . T ., e. Aug. 12, 1862.
Q. 1\1. John W. Gilman, e. as private Aug. 6, 1862, prmtd.
Clayton, W. D ., e. Dec. 30, 1864.
lieut.
2d lieut. Co. B March 31, 1863, prmtd. 1st
Cowing, J., e. Aug. 13, 1862, disd. Dec. 23, 1863.
June 9, 1863, prmtd. q. 111. July 11, 1863.
Clough, John H., e. Dec. 18, 1862, wd., died at Dallas,
Company B .
Ga.
sab.
Capt. Robert B. P. Speer, com. Oct. 13, 1862, resd. Sept. Crosby, E . P., e. Aug. 8, 1862, disd. July 15, 1863, di
Crandall, W. A., e. Aug. 8, 1862, disd. Jan. 11, 1863,
17, 1864.
disab.
Capt. Henry E. Williams, e. as private Aug. 6, 1862,
Culver, E . B., e. Aug. 12, 1862, di ed at Young's Point,
prmtd. 2d lieut. prmtd. 1st lieut. July 11, 1863,
La.
prmtd. capt. Sept. 18, 1864.
G. 0 ., e. Aug. 15, 1862.
Cowles,
13,
Oct.
lieut.
2d
com.
First Lieut. Edward Townsend,
Cummings, C. E., e. Aug. 11, 1862.
1862, prmtd. 1st lieut. ]\[arch 31, 1863, resd. June
Clay, C. H ., e. Aug. 14, 1862.
8, 1863.
Davenport, R. W ., e. Aug. 14, 1862, tran s. to V. R. C.
First. Lieut. Thomas G. Salisbury, e. as 1st sergt. Aug. 6,
Feb. 15, 1864.
1862, wd. at Mi ssionary Ridge, prmtd. 2d lieut.
John T., e. D ec. 22, 1864.
Dawding,
1864.
18,
Sept.
lieut.
1st
prmtd.
1864,
26,
March
1862.
Second Lieut. Corydon Smith, e. as private Aug. 6, · EyeS'tone, A . D., e. Aug. 14,
di sd. April 23, 1863,
1862,
14,
Aug.
e.
Ward,
Ford,
canceled.
com.
1863,
24,
Aug.
1862, com. 2d lieut.
diS'ab.
Sergt. Orlando Bradley, e. Aug. 6, 1862, di ed at MemFitkin, F . F., e. Aug. 8, 1862.
phi s.
Fox. 0. C., e. Jan. 2, 1864.
Sergt. G. D. Streeter, e. Aug. 8, 1862, di sd. Nov. 14,
Gilman, J ohn W ., e. Aug. 6, 1862, prmtd. com. sergt.
1865.
L., e. Jan. 3, 1864.
Griggs,
Resaca,
at
wd.
1862,
1,
Aug.
e.
Sergt. N. N. Blakeslee,
Galleon, E., e. Aug. 12, 1862.
died May 31, 1864.
Gries, J. A., e. Dec. 24, 1864.
Corp. Geo. L. Stearns, e. Aug. 7, 1862.
Graham, E., e. Aug. 14, 1862, trans. to V . R. C.
Corp. Wm. W. Carpenter, e. Aug. 1, 1862.

that city. By this victory the army was severed
into three parts, and the enemy compelled to
loosen its grasp over a vast territory. The 3 r st
was actively engaged in the North Carolina
campaigns from this time until March 8,
,vhen General Grant's famous dispatch, "Let us
finish the job now," was announced, when the
final blow was soon struck, and the year which
promised to be so full of bloody strife was the
end of the war of the rebellion.
The 31st was mustered out of service at
Louisville June 27, 1865, and came to Davenport, where they were paid off and disbanded.
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Graham, T. B., e. Aug: 12, 1862, trans. to Inv. Corps
Sept. 1, 1863.
Hotchkiss, S. T., e. Aug. 6, 1862.
Hildt, A., e. Jan. 3, 1864, kid. at Big Shanty, Ga.
Hoagland, Wm. V., e. Aug. 8, 1862.
Height, H., e. Jan. 4, 1864.
Hayward, L. D., e. Aug. 2, 1862, disd. Feb. 26, 1863,
disab.
Hotchkin, James K., e. Jan. 2, 1864.
Hartsough, D., e. Aug. 13, 1862, died on hospital boat
June 27, 1863.
Humbert, S. B., e. Aug. 12, 1862.
Harrington, G., e. Aug. 13, 1862.
Jacob, Frederick, e. Aug. 14, 1862, diS'd. Jan. 1, 1865,
disab.
Knowles, Leonard, e. Aug. 8, 1862, wd. at Vicksburg.
Kinsey, David, e. Aug. 2, 1862.
Ladd, L. W., e. Aug. 14, 1862, died at Memphis.
Lusch, Charles, e. Aug. 12, 1862, died at Vicksburg.
McCartney, M.,
Jan. 3, 1863.
Mills, Jos., e. Aug. 12, 1862.
Montgomery, D. C., e. Jan. 4, 1864.
Moore, A., e. Aug. 13, 1862, disd. Feb. 15, 1864, disab.
Morrison, J. A., e. Aug. 9, 1862.
Moulton, Wm., e. Aug. 12, 1862, disd. Sept. 17, 1863,
disab.
Mensch, H . S., e. Aug. 14, 1862, disd. June 20, 1864,
disab.
Martin, E., e. Feb. 5, 1864.
Overman, EliaS', e. Aug. 6, 1862.
Orcutt, D. M., e. Aug. 7, 1862, wd. at Missionary
Ridge.
Peterson, F. L., e. Jan 3, 1864.
Perry, H. C., e. Aug. 9, 1862, kid. at Dallas, Ga.
Parmenter, John, e. Dec. 23, 1863.
Perkins, G. D., e. Aug. 12, 1862, disd. Jan 12, 1863.
Phinney, E . A., e. Dec. 21, 1863.
Prouty, W. M ., e. Aug. 2, 1862.
Porquett, H., e. Jan. 4, 1864.
Porter, Elias D., e. Dec. 31, 1863, diea at Savannah, Ga.
Philpot, Chas. P., e. Aug. 2, 1862, captd., died at Andersonville.
Pattee, M. A., e. Aug. 6, 1862, disd. Jan. 12, 1863.
Palmer, Wm. H., e. Aug. 13, 1862, wd. at Kenesaw Mt.
Quimby, M., e. Aug. 6, 1862, died at Memphis.
Rarrick, John, e. Feb. 10, 1864, captd.
Rattray, C., e. Aug. 6, 1862.
Rockwood, A., e. Jan. 2, 1864.
Round, Samuel, e. Aug. 12, 1862, disd. Sept. 17, 1863,
disab.

e.

Reed, L. T., e. Aug. 12, 1862.
Rath, John, e. Aug. 7, 1862.
Rholeder, H. C., e. Aug. 7, 1861.
Rucker, Levi, e. Aug. 10, 1862, died at Nashville.
Rath, Geo. J ., e. Aug. 10, 1862, kid. in battle at Missionary Ridge.
Rownd, John H., e. Aug. 12, 1862, wd.
RichardS'on, James H., e. Aug. 14, 1862, wd. at Arkansas Post, trans. to Inv. Corps.
Smith, Corydon, e. Aug. 6, 1862.
Stitoeler, David, e. Aug. 10, 1862.
Steinbach, Lewis, e. Aug. 12, 1862, died at Black River
Bridge, Miss.
Schermerhorn, W . S., e. Jan . 1, 1864.
Sellon, Jerome, e. Aug. 12, 1862, disd. March 17, 1863,
disab.
Smelser, Ephraim, e. Aug. 12, 1862, kid. on a plantation
in South Carolina while foraging.
Shucker, A. K., e. Aug. 14, 1862.
Smith, E., e. Aug. 12, 1862.
Tabor, H. H ., e. Dec. 7, 1863, trans. to V. R. C. May
10, 1865.
Tracy, M. L., e. Aug. 6, 1862, captd. in South Carolina.
Tyrells, John, e. Dec. 12, 1863, died at Snake Gap, Ga.
Tondro, L. W ., e. Aug. 12, 1862, wd. at Vicksburg,
disd. Oct. 2, 1863, disab.
Vandemark, P. C., e. Aug. 12, 1862.
Van Norden, John J., e. Aug. 15, 1862.
WatS'On, Jas., e. Feb. 12, 1864, kid. at Dallas, Ga.
Worcester, A., e. Aug. 8, 1862.
Williams, W. T., e. Dec. 24, 1864.
Williams, H . E., e. Aug. 6, 1862.
Webster, Wm. W ., e. Feb. 6, 1864.
Wells, Erastus, e. Aug. 7, 1862, died Jan. 21, 1863, at
St. Louis.
Webster, C. I., e. Feb. 6, 1864.
Yocom, Martin L., e. Aug. 12, 1862, disd. March 12,
1863, disab.
Young, Alfred, e. Aug. 14, 1862.

Company C.
Capt. John Cook, com. Oct. 13, 1862, died at Helena,
Ark., Nov. 22, 1862.
Capt. Chauncey J. Maynard, com. 1st. lieut. Oct. 13,
1862, prmtd. capt. Nov. 23, 1862, resd. Jan. 30,
1863.
Capt. Levi W . Herring, e. as corp. Aug. 9, 1862,.
prmtd. capt. Dec. 30, 1864.
Firs\ Lieut. Joseph T. Hedinger, com. 2d lieut. Oct. 13,
1862, prmtd. 1st lieut. Nov. 23, 1862, resd. July 15,
1863.

AND REPRESENTATIVE CITIZENS.
First Lieut. Thos. C. Bird, e. as 1st sergt. Aug. 2, 1862,
prmtd. 2d lieut. March 31, 1863, prmtd. 1st lieut.
July 16, 1863, wd. twice at Missionary Ridge Aug.
14, 1864.
Second Lieut. Jonas P . Ward, e. as private Aug. 20,
1862, wd. at Kenesaw Mt., prmtd. 2d lieut. Ju ly 16,
1863, kid. in action at Atlanta Aug. 7, 1864.
Sergt. Royal A. Brooks, e. Aug. 5, 1862, died at St.
Louis, May 24, 1863.
Sergt. Jesse Muns'On, e. Aug. 4, 1862, disd. Aug. 7,
1863, disab.
Sergt. William McCrory, e. Aug. 15, 1862, wd. at Lookout Mt.
Sergt. Samuel M . Howrey, e. Aug. 12, 1862, wd. and
died at Milliken's Bend.
Sergt. Purdy I. Wood, e. July 14, 1862, died at Milliken's
Bend, La.
Corp. F . M. Geren, e. Aug. 7, 1862, disd., disab.
Corp. Joseph B. White, e. Aug. 22, 1862, trans. to Inv.
Corps Sept. 3, 1863.
Corp. Jos•eph L. Weaver, e. Aug. 15, 1862, wd.
Corp. John N. Hale, e. Aug. 8, 1862, wd. at Lookout
Mt., died at Chattanooga.
Corp. James Burris, Jr., e. Aug. 7, 1862, died at Young's
Point, La.
Corp. R. C. Tunison, e. Aug. 11, 1862.
Corp. H. J. Plantz; e. Aug. 7, 1862.
Corp. Wm. A. Whitaker, e. Aug. 2, 1862, died on
steamer City of Memphis.
Corp. W. J. Brunson, e. July 8, 1862, died at VickS'b urg.
Wagoner C. K. Hale, e. Aug. 20, 1862, disd. April 28,
1863, disab.
Ackerman, James H ., e. Aug. 11, 1862, wd. at Arkansas
Post, disd. April 13, 1863, disab.
Brown, I. K., e. Aug. 7, 1862, disd. April 15, 1863, disab.
Bressler, John, e. Aug. 4, 1862, wd. Jan. 26, 1863.
Brown, Joseph, e. Aug. 9, 1862, died bee. 16, 1862, at
St. Louis.
Brechner, John, e. Aug. 13, 1862.
Brunn, Charles, e. Aug. 29, 1862.
Brechner, Aaron, e. Aug. 15, 1862.
Baker, George, e. Aug. 16, 1862.
CarneS', J. C., e. Aug. 5, 1862, wd. at Kenesaw Mt., died
at Chattanooga.
Coger, Samuel E., e. Aug. 7, 1862.
Cram, Brainard, e. Aug. 14, 1862, died, at St. Louis.
Cumrine, John H., e. Aug. 6, 1862.
Carney, S. E., e. Aug. 23, 1862.
Dees, John A., e. Aug. 11, 1862, trans. to Inv. Corps.
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Debare, Joseph, e. Aug. 11, 1862, died at Milliken's
Bend.
Debare, Geo. W., e. Aug. 8, 1862.
Edwards, Jas. B ., e. Aug. 8, 1862.
Frundt, John H., e. Aug. 13, 1862.
Foye, Chas. A., e. Aug. 11, 1862.
Gardner, Joel, e. Aug. 22, 1862, disd. Aug. 17, 181t3,
disab.
Hastings, A. G., e. July 14, 1862, trans. to regular army
Sept. 3, 1863.
Hall, R. S., e. July 26, 1862.
Hollenbeck, J. F., e. Aug. 14, 1862, captd., died at Richmond, Va., while prisr.
Hale, S. W., e. Aug. 7, 1862, died at Young's Point, La.
Hayes, Henry, e. Aug. 8, 1862, disd. Oct. 24, 1863, di.S'ab.
Hollenshead, Levi, e. Aug. 20, 1862, died at Jefferson
Barracks, Mo.
Job, Robt. G., e. Aug. 12, 1862, died at Woodville, Ala.
Jackson, Joseph, e. Aug. 14, 1862, died Jan. 14, 1863,
at Arkansas Post.
Knapp, Geo. R., e. Aug. 20, 1862.
Linderman, C., e. Aug. 13, 1862, died at Vicksburg.
Lockerby, Jason, e. Aug. 18, 1862, trans. to 33d Co. 1st
Bat. lnv. Corps, Aug. 1, 1863.
Jackerby, Geo. W ., e. Aug. 18, 1862, trans. to 33d Co. 1st
Bat. Inv. Corps, Aug. 1, 1863.
Letter, Wm., e. Aug. 18, 1862.
Lantz, Jacob, e. Aug. 5, 1862, wd. at Vicksburg and
Lookout Mt.
McColl, Alexander, e. Aug. 15, 1862, disd. March 20,
1863, disab.
Millard, L. B ., e. July 18, 1862.
Mears, Wm., e. Aug. 2, 1862.
Mitchell, Joseph, e. Aug. 4, 1862.
Munger, E . S., e. Aug. 20, 1862, trans. to Inv. Corps
April 30, 1864.
Muchmore, S., e. Aug. 11, 1862, trans. to Inv. Corps
Sept. 1, 1863.
Madden, Thomas, e. Aug. 20, 1862.
Munger, Jas. H., e. Aug. 22, 1862, trans. to Inv. Corps
Sept. 1, 1863.
Nocton, D. W., e. July 14, 1862.
Owens, E. M., e. July 9, 1862.
Pearsant, H., e. Aug. 15, 1862, wd. at Arkansas Post,
died at Nashvi!J.e.
Porter, Henry, e. Aug. 11, 1862.
Pierce, H. F., e. Aug. 20, 1862.
Ritsman, Chas•., e. July 16, 1862, trans. to Inv. Corps
Sept. 1, 1863.
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Rice, Horace, e. Aug. 7, 1862, died at Young's Point, La.
Rice, S., e. Aug. 7, 1862, died in Black Hawk Co. July
18, 1863.
Shuler, Geo. e. July 10, 1862.
Smith, S . R., e. Aug. 11, 1862, wd. at Kenesaw Mountain
disd. June 13, 1865, disab.
Scott, G. S., e. Aug. 11, 1862, wd. at Dallas, Ga., trans.
to V. R. C. Dec. 21, 1864.
Stickley, Robert, e. Aug. 22, 1862.
Thomas, B. A ., e. Aug. 5, 1862, died at Young's Point,

La.
Tunison, R. C., e. Aug. 7, 1862, trans. to Inv. Corps
Sept. 1, 1863.
Turner, G. H ., e. Aug. 6, 1862.
Vaughn, John, e. July 11, 1862, died at Nashville, on
hospital boat.
Wright, Thomas, e. July 14, 1862.
White, M. E., e. Aug. 14, 1862, died.
Wells, Simon, e. Aug. 11, 1862.
Warner, J. A ., e. Aug. 20, 1862, diS'd. ,Aug. 17, 1863,
disab.
Ward, J . P ., e. Aug. 20, 1862.
Ward, Erick, e. Aug. 20, 1862, wd. at Vicksburg, disd.
May 10, 1864.

,.

Company D .
Capt. Geo . W. Dearth, com. Oct. 13, 1862, from private
3d battery, res. Sept. 10, 1864.
Capt. Robert J . McQuilkin, e. as corp. Aug. 15, 18_62,
prmtd. 2d lieut. Feb. 14, 1863, prmtd. 1st lieut. Feb.
19, 1863, prmtd. capt. Sept. 21, 1864.
First Lieut. Francis M. Thompson, com. Oct. 13, 1862,
from private 3d battery, resd. Feb. 18, 1863.
First Lieut. Francis H . Lacey, e. as corp. Aug. 15, 1862,
prmtd. 2d lieut. Feb. 19, 1863, prmtd. 1st lieut.
Sept. 21, 1864.
Second Lieut. Henry B. Webster, com. Oct. 13, 1862,
resd. Dec. 29, 1862.
Sergt. T. J. Rogers, e. Aug. 14, 1862, died Jan. 28, 1863,
at Young's Point, La.
Sergt. E. F . Smith, e. Aug. 7, 1862.
Sergt. E. M . AS'hley, e. Aug. 7, 1862.
Sergt. Michael Lanning, e. July 25, 1862.
Sergt. William Duncan, e. Aug. 4, 1862.
Corp. R. J. McQuilkin, e. Aug. 15, 1862.
Corp. V . Edsil, e. July 23, 1862.
Corp. Jos. E. Moore, e. Aug. 9, 1862, trans. to 123d Co.,
1st battery Inv. Corps.
Corp. Wm. H . H . Hill, e. Aug. 7, 1862, died March 30,
1863.
Corp. Martin S. Hill, e. Aug. 7, 1862.

Corp. H. L. Smelser, e. Aug. 15, 1862, died at St. Louis.
Corp. C. M. Turner, e. Aug. 15, 1862, disd. May 7,
1863, disab.
Corp. A. M. Talcon, e. Aug. 15, 1862, trans. to 123d Co.,
1st Bat. Inv. Corps.
Corp. A. Amborn, e. Aug. 9, 1862, wd. at Ringgold, Ga.,
disd. June 15, 1864, wds.
Corp. M. E. Turner, e. Aug. 15, 1862.
Corp. Wm. H. Barnes, e. Aug. 9, 1862, died at Vicksburg.
Corp. George Grettenberger , e. Aug. 14, 1862, disd.
May 20, 1863, dis-ab.
Musician John W . Sherman, e. Aug. 15, 1862, trans. to
Inv. Corps Sept. 1, 1863.
Musician John L. Cotton, e. Oct. 20, 1862, disd. June,
22, 1863, disab.
Wagoner S. Harvey, e. Aug. i5, 1862, disd. Aug. 24,
1863.
Wagoner H. P. Searl, e. Aug. 9, 1862, died Jan . 25,
1863, at Young's Point, La.
Bence, Michael, e. July 24, 1862, disd. Sept. 7, 1863,
disab.
Chase, James, e. Aug. 15, 1862, disd. May 23, 1863,
disab.
Cotten, Allen, e. July 23, 1862, diS'd. Nov. 25, 1862,
disab.
Cotten, F. M., e. Oct. 20, 1862, died Feb. 24. 1863,
Young's Point, La.

Company D.
Cotten, Noah, e. Aug. 8, 1862, trans. to Invalid Corps
Nov. 20. 1863.
Crowell, Theo. Aug. 2, 1862, died at Memphis.
Cooper, C. E., e. July 25, 1862, died at Memphis.
Current, A. W., e. Aug. 8, 1862, died at Memphis.
Duncan, C., e. Aug. 4, 1862, died at Young's Point, La.
Dingman, Wm. L., e. July 24, 1862, captd. at Claysville,
Ala., di ed at Andersonville while prisr.
Dingman, A . J., e. Aug. 15, 1862, died at Memphis.
Dodson, B. R., e. Aug. 14, 1862.
Engledow, J. M., e. July 23, 1862, reptd. di ed at St.
Louis, Mo., Feb., 1863.
Engledow, Wm., e. July 23, 1862.
Engledow, Samuel, e. Aug. 16, 1862, died at St. Louis.
Esta!, James, e. Aug. 5. 1862, died on hoS'pital boat.
Frisbey, P. W., e. Aug. 12, 1862, wd. at Arkansas P os t,
disd. March 11, 1863.
Forbes, Jos. A., e. Aug._ 12, 1862.
George, John S., e. July 30, 1862.
Griffin, S. F., e. Aug. 2, 1862, disd. Feb. 23, 1863, disab.

AND REPRESE NTATIVE CITIZENS .

Husman, Joseph, e. July 23, 1862.
Hayes, Geo. S., e. July 29, 1862, died at Young's Point,
La.
Hill, Geo. B., e. Aug. 2, 1862.
Huisman, Harm, e. Aug. 9, 1862, died at Young's Point,
La.
Hayes•, Thos. R., e. Aug. 15, 1862.
Hackett, Geo. L., e. Aug. 15, 1862.
Howitt, F., e. Aug. 15, 1862.
Harmon, R. E ., e. Aug. 4, 1862, died at Young's Point,
La.
Harmon, Wm. N., e. Aug. 15, 1862.
Hasket, Wm. T., e. Aug. 15, 1862.
Isenhower, N. H., e. July 23, 186i.
Isenhower, D. L., e. July 30, 1862.
Isenhower, Nelson, e. Aug. 15, 1862, died at Memphis.
Jones, David, A., e. Aug. 8, 1862.
Kennicott, G. F. W., e. July 24, 1862., disd. Aug. 5, 1863,
disab.
Kennicott, E. S., e. 'July 24, 1862.
King, Isaac C., e. Aug. 31, 1862, died Oct. 14, 1863,
at Raymond.
Ketring, Wm. D.; e. Aui. 8, 1862, died at Keokuk.
Kingsberry, John, e. Aug. 9, 1862.
King, James, e. Aug. 9, 1862, di sd. Sept. 7, 1863, disab.
Knowles, VI/., e. July 25, 1862 . .
Ludlow, S. V. K., e. July 23, 1862._
Lane, Isaac, e. July 23, 1862, wd. at Arkansas Post.
Lane, Samuel, e. July 23, 1862.
Lamb, Wm., e. July 31, 1862, died at St. Louis.
Long, S. R., e. Aug. 9, 1862.
Lamb, E. V., e. Aug. 4, 1862, died at Memphis.
McKee, Christopher, e. July 25, 1862, died at Nashville.
Mitchell, D. M., e. Aug. 7, 1862.
Minard, Jas. e. Aug. 14, 1862.
McNamara, Jno., e. Aug. 12, 1862, wd.
Orr, G., e. Aug. 15, 1862, died at Keokuk.
O'Reardon, M., e. Aug. 4, 1862.
Peterson, Richard, e. Dec. 2, 1864.
Perry, Jas., e. Aug. 9, 1862.
Perry. Jno. W., e. Aug. 8, 1862, died Jan . 28, 1863, at
Young's Point, La.
Rundell, I. D., e. July 24, 1862, trans. to lnv. Corps"
Ritchey, M., e. Dec. 2, 1864.
Shroyer, John W., e. Aug. 8, 1862, trans. to Inv. Corps
Sept. 1, 1863.
Somers, A. C., e. July 24, 1862, trans. to Inv. Corps
Sept. 1, 1863.
Searl, Quimby, e. July 26, 1862, trans. to Inv. Corps
Sept. 3, 1863.
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Smelser, John, e. Aug. 15, 1862.
Smelser, Wm., e. Aug. 15, 1862.
Smith, W. W., e. Aug. 2, 1862, trans. to Inv. Corps
April 30, 1864,
Southerland, A., e. Aug. 4, 1862, trans. to Inv. Corps
Dec. 1, 1863.

Stevens, Henry, e. Aug. 8, 1862.
Taylor, C. B., e. Aug. 4, 1862, died Nov. 8, 1862, at
Davenport.
Urmy, E. W., e. Aug. 9, 1862.
Vanschoick, Edward, e. Aug. 15, 1862, disd. April 14,
1865.

Wright,. Joseph C., e. July 24, 1862, trans. to Inv. Corps
Aug. 1, 1863.
Williams, Jam~s, e. Aug. 5, 1862, died at Young's
Point, La.
' Williams, A., e. July 25, 1862, disd. Feb. 27, 1863.
Wolf, W ., e. Aug. 8, 1862.
Wheeler, C. W. H., e. Aug. 15, 1862.
UNKNOWN.

Ranson, T. D., e. Aug. 20, 1862.
32ND INFANTRY.

The 32nd Infantry was organized at Dubuque October 6, 1862, and on 15th and 17th
was moved to Davenport. Left Davenport November 21 for St. Louis, Missouri. November 25, Companies B, C, E, H, I and K, with
regimental headquarter s, went to New Madrid,
Missouri, and Companies A, D, F and G, for
Cape Girardeau, Missouri, and were so separated until March 4, 1864. The New Madrid
portion left December 29, for Fort Pillow,
Tennessee: April 1, 1863, Company B was ordered to Fulton, Tennessee, and on June 20
the detachment was ordered to Columbus, Kentucky, July 1, Company C was mounted and
attached to the Fourth Missouri Cavalry. September 1, · Companies H and K were ordered
to Island No. 10; January 15, 1864, Company
C was dismounted ; January 20, the detach-
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ment left Columbus for Vicksburg, Mississippi, Moscow, Tennessee, and on the 27th to La
and assigned to Second Brigad..'\ Third Divis- Grange. July 14, was attacked by enemy at
ion, 16th A. C.; February 3, marched with Tupelo, and on the 15th, at Old Town Creek.
General Sherman's forces, to Meridian, Missis- Arrived in Holly Springs August 4, and
sippi, and returned March 4. The detach- Memphis, 30th.
From September 5 to Ocment under Colonel Eberhart. garrisoned at tober 18, was on the move, and landed at St.
Cape Girardeau until March 14, 1863, when it Louis. On the 25th, moved by transports to
took a scout to Bloomington, Missouri, and re- Nashville, Tennessee. In battle of Nashville,
turned on the 24th; on 28th, joined in pursuit the 32nd did nobly, capturing Burguchond's.
of Marmaduke's forces , returning May 5 battery of five guns and 50 prisoners.
July IO, 1863, moved to Bloomington, Missouri, December 3 1, 1864, em barked for Eastport,
and was assigned to reserve brigade, First Cav- Mississippi.
alry Division; on 19th, moved southward. arThe regiment traveled 5,594 miles, 2,332 on
riving at Clarendon, Arkansas, August 8, foot. Aggregate mustered into service, 91 I.
leaving on 13th, on gunboats, going to mouth Received, since muster in, 277 recruits. Lost
of Reel River. Companies A and K captur~cl 93 men in battle, I77 by disease, 122 distwo Confederate transports.
In destroying charged. 29 transferred and one missing.
pontoon bridges, lost several men in an engage- Col. Gustavus A. Eberhart, com. maj. Sept. 19, 1862,
ment. On 16th, drove enemy's pickets to Har- • prmtd. lieut. col. April 10, 1864, com. col. May 28,
rison's Landing; joined division on 18th. Au1864, m. 0 - as lieut. col.
Asst. Surg. Jesse Wasson, com. Sept. 16, 1862, resd.
gust 27, had 160 men who were put in waMarch 7, 1863.
gons; found enemy and repulsed them, and Q. M. Morrison Bailey, e. as sergt. Aug. 12, 1862, prmtd.
. Ie R ock S eptem ber 11 wit
. I1 11arcl q. m. Aug. 2, 1864.
reac11ecl L 1tt
Com. Sergt. J. R. Millard, Aug. u, 1862.
ly a man fit for duty, on account of two m0nths
Company B.
of such fearful exposure and hardships; arPalmer, S. W., e. Dec. 30, 1863.
rived at Memphis February 5, and at Vicks- Sussong, Henry, e. Dec. 22, 1863.
burg the 9th, and there joined the balance of
Company C.
regiment. On rnth, started for Red River, and Capt. Hubert F. Peables, com. Oct. 6, 1862,
wd. and
captd. in battle Pleasant Hill, La., April 9, and died
disembarked at Limeport, Louisiana. Assisted
of wds. Apr il 25, 1864.
in the capture of Fort De Russey. On 16th,
Capt. Henry C. Raymond, com. 1st lieut. Oct. 6, 1862,
camped at Alexandria, Louisiana, and marched
prmtd. capt. April 26, 1864.
to Grand Ecore, April 3. On 7th, marched First Lieut. Benj. F. Thomas, com. 2d lieut. Oct. 6,
r86z, prmtd. rst lieut. April 26, 1864.
for Shreveport, and was attacked at Pleasant Second Lieut. Patrick
l\Icls'ilacs, e. as sergt. Aug. 14,
Hill: loss 38 killed, 116 wounded. 56 missing.
1862, .prmtd. 2d lieut. April 26, 1864, res. Jan.
19, 1865.
After several tedious marches. went 111 camp
Second Lieut. Wellington Russell, e. as corp. Aug. 14,
at Memphis June 15.
June 24. went to
1862, prmtd. 2d lieut. Aug. 1, 1865, m. o. as sergt.

AND REPRESENTATIVE CITIZENS.
Sergt. C. K. White, e. Aug. 9, 1862, disd. April 20, 1865.
Sergt. J. H. Cutter, e. Aug. 14, 1862, disd. Dec. 18, 1863.
Sergt. D. W. Allbaugh, e. Aug. 13, 1862, kld. at Nashville.
Sergt. N. R. Ordway, e. Aug. 8, 1862.
Sergt. John M. Wood, e. Aug. 5, 1862, dis. July 6, 1865.
Sergt. C. Bennett, -e. Aug. 9, 1862, wd. and captd. at
Pleasant ·Hill, died April IO, 1864.
Corp. H. T. Roberts, e. Aug. 9, 1862.
Corp. C. P. Hunt, e. Aug. II, 1862, wd. at Pleasant Hill,
disd. Jan. 25, 1865.
Corp. John LaBarre, e. Aug. 13, 1862, diS'd. May 19,
1865.
Corp. Ora Alexander, e. Aug. 12, 1862.
Corp. Wm. Prouty, e. Aug. 14, 1862, kid at Lake Chicot,
Ark., June 6, 1864.
Corp. Wm. Nichols, e. Aug. 14, 1862, died at Waterloo
April 9, 1864.
Corp. F. Williams, e. Aug. 6, 1862, wd. at Nashville,
disd. July 26, 1865.
Corp. E. B. Williams, e. Aug. 14, 1862.
Musician E. S. Lechty, e. Aug. 14, 1862, died at Waterloo
Oct. 18, 1863.
'
Musician E. M. Balcom, e. Aug. 22, 1862, trans. to 24th
Mo. Aug. 12, 1863.
Wagoner Jas. F. McFarland, e. Aug. 14, 1862, wd. at
Pleasant Hill, died April 18; 1864.
•
Atkinson, Thomas, e. Aug. 9, 1862, trans. to Inv. Corps
Nov. 20, 1863.
Brown, I. V. G. W., e. Aug. 8, 1862, died at Fort Pillow,
Tenn.
Brooks, Jno. H., e. March 24, 1864.
Brooks, E., e. Aug. II, 1862.
Becker, I. H., e. Dec. 22, 1863.
BackuS', Jno. W., e. Aug. 15, 1862, disd. May 29, 1863,
disab.
Bond, A., e. Dec. 31, 1863.
Bowers, R. S., e. Aug. 14, 1862.
Baldwin, Jas., e. Dec. 30, 1863, died at Vicksburg.
Baldwin, A. T., e. Aug. 14, 1862, wd. ·at Pleasant Hill,

La.
Benight, C. W., e. Dec. 23, 1863.
Bowen, Wm. H., e. Aug. 22, 1862, dis. May 26, 1865,
disab.
Crapo, Jos. e. March 31, 1864, died in Memphis.
Corson, N. M., e. Aug. 7, 1862.
Campbell, Wm. W., e. Dec. 14, 1863.
Couch, H., Jr., e. Aug. 8, 1862, died at Columbus, Ky.
Clark, C. A., e. Aug. 9, 1862.

/
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Cooley, Jas. L., e. Aug. 12, 1862, trans. to V. R. C. Jan.
I I, 1865.
Clark, Geo. D., e. Aug. 13, 1862.
Colvin, Wm., e. Aug. 14, 1862.
Clark, Robt., e. Aug. 14, 1862, disd. May 29, 1863.
Cleveland, Chas., e. Aug. 14, 1862, wd. at Pleasant
Hill, La.
Chapman, Henry, e. Aug. 21, 1862, died in MemphiS'.
Duke, Z. J., e. Aug. II, 1862, wd. at Pleasant Hill.
Donley, Levi, e. Aug. 14, 1862.
Doxey, T. B., e. Aug. 14, 1862, wd. at Pleasant Hill.
Emmitt, Jno., e. Aug. 9, 1862.
Ellis, Luther, e. Aug. 13, 1862.
Fiske, Augustus, e. Aug. 12, 1862, disd. Oct. 3, 1863.
Filkins, C. R., e. Aug. 14, 1862, died in Memphis.
Felton, J. W., e. Dec. 31, 1863, died in Mound City, Ill.
Flood, Edw., e. Aug. 22, 1862, kid. in Canton, Miss.
Goodwin, H. J., e. Oct. 24, 1864, died in Memphis.
Harvey, S., e. Aug. 8, 1862.
Highsmith, A. R., ·e. Jan. 4, 1864.
Heffer, Jesse, e. Aug. 20, 1862, capt. at Pleasant Hill.
Hewett, B., e. Aug. 22, 1862, wd. and captd. at Pleasant
Hill, died there April IO, 1864.
Jackson, Jno. L., e. Aug. 14, 1862.
Jolls, Levi, e. Aug. 14, 1862.
Kellogg, Jacob B., e. Aug. 9, 1862.
Lemon, A., e. Dec. 18, 1863.
Lichey, J. M., e. Aug. 14, 1862, wd. at Nas-Iwille and died
Dec. 21, 1864.
Mills, W. H., e. June 13, 1864, died at Cairo, Ill.
Meyer, August, e. Aug. 9, 1862.
Miller, A. W., e. Feb. 9, 1864.
Ma.rtindale, L., e. Aug. 9, 1862, died at Memphis.
Marquand, T. F., e. Feb. 9, 1864.
McCormick, B., e. Aug. 13, 1862, wd. at Pleasant Hill,
La.
McCall, Alex., e. Feb. 20, 1864.
Meyers, J. L., e. Aug. 14, 1862, died at Jefferson Barracks, Mo.
Moore, E. A., e. Aug. 22, 1862, disd. March 5, 1864.
Miller, Levi, e. Aug. 14, 1862.
Matthews, G. F., e. Aug. 14, 1862.
Ohler, Adam, e. Aug. 14, 1862.
Palmer, S. W., e. Jan. 4, 1864, wd. and captd. at
Pleasant' Hill, La., and died May 13, 1864.
Page, Alva, e. Aug. 5, 1862.
Phillis, John S., e. Aug. 7, 1862.
Palmer, George N., e. Aug. 11, 1862.
Parmenter, A. W., e. Aug. 12, 1862.
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Phillips, D. F., e. Aug. 14, 1862, died at Fort Pillow,
Tenn.
Rich, H., e. Feb. IO, 1864.
Rice, z., e. Aug. 8, 1862, disd. March 20, 1863.
Rathburn, Warren, e. Aug. II, 1862.
Redfield, L . L., e. Aug. 14, 1862.
Redfield, James A., e. Dec. 14, 1863, died at New Orleans.
Richardson, John N., e. Aug. 22, 1862, disd. May 30,
1863.
Risden, CharleS', e. Aug. 22, 1862.
Shaffer, Frederick, e. Aug. 9, 1862.
Switzer, William D., e. Aug. II, 1862, disd: Jan. 24,
1865.
Switzer, F., e. Aug. 22, 1862.
Scott, Uriah, e. Aug. 12, 1862.
Shaw, Charles, e. Aug. 14, 1862, wd. and captd. at
Pleasant Hill, La.
Shaffer, C., e. Aug. 14, 1862, died at Nashville.
Shaffer, F., e. Aug. 14, 1862.
Thompson, A. J. W., e. Aug. 14, 1862.
Trowbridge, - - , e. Feb. 24, 1864.
Trask, A., e. Aug. 22, 1862.
Voorhees, Eugene, e. Dec. 21, 1863.
Vogle, Henry, e. Aug. II, 1862.
Virden, Isaac, e. Jan. 4, 1864.
White, Charles, e. Aug. 7, 1862.
Worthington, A., e. Aug. II, 1862.
Whipple, F. T., e. Aug. 12, 1862, died at Memphis.
Ward, John N. e. Aug. 12, 1862.
Webster; E. W., e. Aug. 13, 1862, wd. at Pleasant Hill.
Wiltse, Charles, e. Aug. 22, 1862
Young, John H., e. Aug. II, 1862.
Brainard, E. C., e. Aug. 22, 1862.

Company D.
Sussong, Henry, e,. Dec. IO, 1863.
Blackman, E. L., e. Jan. 4, 1864.
Carter, F. J., e. Jan. 4,, 1864.
Chaffin, C. H., e. Feb. II, 1864.
Fugue, William. E., e. Jan. II, 1864.
Hornback, J. B., e. Jan. II, 1864.

Company E.
Churchill, JaS'. N., e. Aug. 13, 1862.
Clayton, Dow, e. Aug. 12, 1862, wd. and captd. at
Pleasant Hill.
James, L. D., e. Dec. 23, 1863, kld. at Pleasant Hill, La.
Kitterman, I. N., e. Dec. 23, 1863, captd. at Pleasant
Hill.

Lewis, Chas., e. Aug. 12, 1862, captd. at Pleasant Hill.
La., died at Tyler, Texas.
Morse, E. A., e. Dec. 23, 1863, diea at Memphis.
Patten, Delos, e. Dec. 14, 1863, kid. at Pleasant Hill.
Rosebrough, J. M., e. Dec. 23, 1863, died at Vicksburg.
Sperry, John, e. Aug. 20, 1862.

Company G.
Belcher, Jas. L., e. Dec. 24, 1863, disd. Aug. 3, 1864.
UNKNOWN.

Buker, I. A., e. Dec. 22, 1863.
Longaker, D. M., e. Oct. 19, 1864.
Smith, Robt., e. Oct. 17, 1864.
37TH INFANTRY.

This regiment was known as the "Grey
Beard Regiment," from the fact that nearly
or quite every member was over 45 years of
age. The regiment was formed during the
summer of 1862.
The 37th was assigned to guard duty at
St. Louis, afterward at Alton, then at Rock
Island. From there it went to Memphis, Tennessee, and Holly Springs, Arkansas, where
regular duty was performed. It was in numerous skirmishes, but no battles. No man from
Linn County was killed in an engagement. By
doing duty as guards of rebel prisoners, the
37th relieved another regiment of younger men.
It was in the serivec about three years, but our
informant, Mr. Hergeshamer, private in Company A, is unable to give exact dates.
Company A.
First Lieut. Jno. McCall, e. as sergt. Sept. 21, 1862,
prmtd. 1st lieut. June 27, 1863, resd. Nov. 6, 1863.
.Second Lieut. Julius C. Hubbard, com. Dec. 15, 1862,
resd. May 3, 1863.
Corp. Jos. Weaver, e. Sept. 8, 1862.
Corp. Sardies Little, e. Oct. 1, 1862, diS'd. May 21,
1863.

AND REPRESENTATIVE CITIZENS.
Corp. Lyman Pierce, e. Oct. 8, 1862, disd. Oct. 12, 1864.
Wagoner Jno. Hays, e. Sept. 7, 1862.
Boston, Wm. H., e. Oct. 22, 1862, disd. Nov. 30, 1864.
Baker, Anthony, e. Oct. 5, 1862.
Bullis, Gideon, e. Sept. 22, 1862, died March 13, 1864, at
Rock Island, Ill.
Byford, Jno. R., e. Nov. 15, 1862.
Carey, A., e. Sept. 20, 1862, disd. Nov. 2, 1863.
Caignay, M., e. Sept. 16, 1862.
Haswell, N., e. Oct. 8, 1862, disd. May 8, 1863.
Harris, Jos. J., e. Sept. 19, 1862.
Harris, Benj ., e. Sept. 5, 1862, disd. May 21, 1863.
Moore, Samuel, e. Oct. 4, 1862, disd. May 24, 1865.
McCracken, H., e. Sept. 22, 1862.
Markell, Eli, e. Sept. 8, 1862, disd. May 8, 1863.
McCord, T., e. Sept. 3, 1862.
Miller, Wm. H., e. Sept. 20, 1862, disd. Jan. 2, 1865.
Nash, Joseph, e. Sept. 6, 1862.
Norton, Lyman, e. Sept. 5, 1862, disd. July 31, 1863.
Outcault, F., e. Sept. 8, 1862, disd. April 4, 1863.
Reed, Warren, e. Nov. 1862, diS'd. May 30, 1863.
Sergeant, A., e. Oct. 2, 1862, disd. Nov. 9, 1864.
Sperry, Lewis, e. Sept. 8, 1862, disd. May 14, 1865.
Whitbeck, Andrew, e. Sept. 26, 1863, disd. April 2, 1865.
Wood, Chauncey, e. Sept. 2, 1862, disd. May 8, 1865.
Washburn, H., e. Oct. 1, 1862, disd. Nov. 19, 1863.
Company H .
Cole, H. A., e. Oct. 1, 1863, died Jan. 12, 1862, -at Musca-

tine.
Company K.
Wood, Chauncey, e. Sept.

2,

1863, disd. May 8, 1865.

UNKNOWN.

Cagney, M., e. Sept. 16, 1864.
41ST INFANTRY.

Q. M. S. Chester B. Stilson, e. Sept. 23, 1862.

Co.mpany A.
Capt. Francis H. Cooper, com. 1st lieut. Oct 23, 1861,
prmtd. capt. Sept. 1, 1862.
Sergt. Jno. M. S. Hodgdon, e. Sept. 25, 1861.
Sergt. Robert Wright, e. Sept. 24, 1861.
Corp. E. F. Sawyer, e. Sept. 24, 1861.
Corp. Jacob F. Kyler, e. Oct. 1, 1861.
Corp. D. A. Babcock, e. Oct. r, 1861.
Corp. Jas. R. Michael, e. Sept. 28, 1861.
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Alvord, Chas., e. Sept. 26, ·1861.
Clark, Wm. M., e. Sept. 26, 1861.
Coburn, Wm. e. Sept. 26, 1861.
Dexter, R., e. Nov. 5, 1861.
Dawson, F., e. Sept. 26, 1861.
Grow, Wm., e. Nov. 5, 1861.
Henry, A., e. Sept. 30, 1861.
Harris, L. M ., e. Nov. 12, 1861.
Johnson, Theo., e. Sept. 28, 1861.
Ryan, D., e. Sept 28, 1861.
Sawyer, E. F., e. Sept. 24, 1861.
Trumbo, Geo., e. Oct. 7, 1862.
Woodward, Henry, e. Sept. 28, 1861.
47TH INFANTRY.

Company D.
FirS't Lieut. Arthur E. McHugh, comd. 2d lieut. June 4,
1864, prmtd. 1st lieut. Aug. 17, 1864.
Sergt. John F . Clarke, e. Sept. 6, 1861.
Corp. James D. Hill, e. Sept. 7, 1861.
Corp. 0. D. Boyles, e. Sept. II, 1861, died at Helena,
Ark., Aug. 12, 1864.
Corp. Geo. S. Jackson, e. Sept. 9, 1861.
Boyls, L. W., e. Sept. 17, 1861.
Baldwin, John H., e. Sept. 4, 1861.
Cox, Acton, e. Sept. 9, 1861.
Cotton, John L., e. Sept. 5, 1861.
Cooley, Lewis F ., e. Sept. 5, 1861.
Dorian, Frank, e. Sept. 14, 1861.
Finley, David, e. Sept. 7, 1861.
Good, John C., e. Sept. 5, 1861.
Helferty, Daniel, e. Sept. 5, 1861.
Hallen, David, e. Sept. 16, 1861.
Hesse, Frank, e. Sept. IO, 1861.
McCullough, H., e. Sept. 3, 1861.
Mullen, C. W., e. Sept. 21, 1861.
Morgan, Thos., e. Sept. 4, 1861.
Morgan, Jacob B., e. Sept. 4, 1861.
McWilliams, R., e. Sept. 17, 1861.
Payn, E . S., e. Sept. 9, 1861.
Trent, Cyrus, e. Sept. 9, 1861.
White, F. W., e. Sept. 5, 1861.
Dick, Jas. C., e. Sept. 24, 1861.
FIRST CAVALRY.

The First Cavalry was recruited during the
summer of 1861. Its services began during
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the following winter. Its first action was at
Silver Creek, Missouri, where the Rebel camp
was attacked and routed. In February, 1862,
a detachment from the First helped surprise
and capture General Price at Warsaw. Another detachment had a brush with guerrillas
near Montevallo in the following April. During the next few months, the regiment had skirmishes with Rebels near Clinton, Big Creek,
Clear Creek, and Newtonia.
December 7,
the first and third battalions participated in the
battle at Prairie GroYe. That month the command assisted at the capture of Van Buren,
where a number of steamboats, several hundred
prisoners and a large amount of stores fell into
the hands of our forces. April 26, 1863, the
most of the regiment was concerned in a night
attack upon a portion of Marmaduke's force,
breaking up the camp and inflicting heavy loss.
August 26 and 27, the reg iment did gallant
service at White RiYer. From September IO
until the following January. the First was stationed at Little Rock. April 24, 1864. the command repulsed a charge of the enemy at Mono
River, and had a share in the battle at Jenkins'
Ferry on the 30th. The regiment continued doing scout service until January, 1865, when they
were sent to Dardanelle, and had a brush with
Colonel Cooper, driving him off the field. They
went thence to Pine Bluff, and to Memphis.
From this place they made two incursions into
Mississippi. After the war closed, much to the
disappointment of the men, the regiment was
ordered to Texas under Custer. On the route,
two or three of the regiment committed some
depredations on the inhabitants, contrary to

specific orders from General Custer, who was
in command. A few of the men were detected
and ordered to be flogged. This order created
much bitterness of feeling toward Custer,
which had hardly disappeared when he met
tragic death on the plains.
Company B .
Carney, Geo. R., e. July 18, 1861.
Chase, John M., e. Aug. 16, 1862.

Company G.
Sergt. Horace Barron, e. June 13, 1861, disd. June, 1862,
disab.
Sergt. A. A. Alline, e. June 13, 1861.
Sergt. Sarni. M. Hoff, e. July 13, 1861. ,
Corp. J. Q. Hanna, e. June 13, 1861.
Corp. S. M . Hoff, e. July 13, 1861.
Corp. V. Gilbert, e. June 13, 1861, di ed at Little Rock,
Ark.
Ayres, James, e. Dec. 14, 1863.
Boston, James C., e. Jun e 13, r86r, disd. Feb. 14, 1863,
disab.
Labarre, Theo., e. June 13, 1861, died Jan. 26, 1863,
Forsyth, Mo.
Simmons, C. M., disd. Sept. 21, 1861, vet. Jan. 5, 1864.
Cobb, D. K., e. Aug. IO, 1861, vet. Jan. S, 1864, died at
St. Joseph, Mo.
Clark, W., e. Aug. IO, 1861, disd. July 15, 1862.
Clark, John F., e. Aug. IO, 1861, disd. June 15, 1861.
Lelleer, Coe, e. Aug. IO, 1861, vet. Jan. 5, 1864.
Simmons, L. N ., e. Aug. IO, 1861, deserted June 21, 1863.
Pocock, C., e. Aug. 11, 1861, vet. Jan. S, 1864.
Terwilliger, David, e. Aug. 15, 1861.

Company L.
Keyes, S ., vet. Jan. 5, 1864.
Dodd, J . B. P., e. May 20, 1861, vet. Jan. S, 1864.
Davis, Geo.' H ., vet. Jan. S, 1864, died July S, 1864.
UNKNOWN.

Brownson, L. H., e. Feb. 16, 1864.
Babcock, C. J., e. Jan. 4, 1864.
Blood, A. C., e. Jan. 2, 1864.
Forte, John B., e. Jan. 2, 1864.
Holding, Nelson, e. Jan. 2 , 1864.
Kingsbury, Geo. H., e. Dec. 30, 1864.

AND REPRESENTATIVE CITIZENS.
Pennock, M. J., e. Dec. 2, 1864.
Rhoades, L. W., e. Dec. 31, 1863.
Watson, Geo. A., e. Dec. 24, 1863.
Wilkins, Owen, e. Dec. 31, 1863.
FOURTH CAVALRY.

Company B.
BarneS', Geo. S., e. Dec. 4, 1863.
Cuts h e11, S . L ., e. Oct. 1, 1863.
Clubine, L., e. Dec. 16, 1863, drowned nr. Napoleon,
Ark.
Conklin, A. G., e. Dec. 21, 1863, died at St. Louis.
Dunton, Wm. A., Sept. 3, 1864, died at Atlanta.
Guger, John, e. Dec. 21, 1863.
Gates, W. H., e. Oct. 1, 1863.
Herner, L., e. Dec. 17, 1863.
Luddic, Jacob, e. Dec. 19, 1863, wd. near Memphis.
Rust, F., Jr., e. Dec. 21, 1863.
Shaffer, E., e. Nov. 26, 1863, died at Atlanta.
Shuler, Jos., e. Dec. 20, 1863.
Schaffer, C., e. Sept. 3, 1864, wd. near Memphis, disd.
June 13, 1865, disab.
Schaffer, A., e. Dec. IO, 1863, wd. and died at Memphis.
Schrack, L. J., e. Dec. 19, 1863.
Schrack, Theo., e. Dec. 21, 1863, captd. near Memphis,
Dec. 14, 1864.
Schrack, S. J., e. Dec. 21, 1863, wd. near Memphis.
Tracy, A. A., e. Oct. 1, 1863, captd. at Ripley, Miss,
died at Annapolis, Md.
Tuffs, Chas. W., e. Nov. 2, 1861.
Warner, Jno. A., e. Dec. 26, 1863.
Young, J. C., e. Dec. 26, 1863.
Young, Jacob C., e. Sept. 25, 186r.

Company E.
Barnes, Geo. S., e. Dec. 4, 1863.
Shroyer, Lewis, e. Dec. 16, 1863.
Shimer, A. M., e. Dec. 21, 1863.

Company H.
Rowley, L. C., e. Dec. 22, 1863.
Thoroman, N. B., e. Dec. 22, 1863.
SEVENTH CAVALRY.

Company A.
Groom, Wm. H., e. April 16, 1864.
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Company B.
Alder, Philip, e. March 17, 1863.
Alder, Wm., e. March 17, 1863.
Dodd, Wm., e. March 17, 1863.
Eaton, Samuel, e. March 16, 1863.
Mar.S'h, Wm. H., e. Feb. 8, 1864.
Perkins, L. T., e. March 17, 1863.
Silsby, Edward, e. March 12, 1863.

Company C.
Gallup, Wm. M., e. Dec. 19, 1863.

Company E.
Com. Sergt. Chas. Oche, e. March 14, 1863.
Corp. Wm. Hamilton, e. March 7, 1863.
Farrier P. Duke, e. March 14, 1863, disd., disab.
Cronright, Thomas, e. May II, 1863.
Maddock, Jos. R., e. April 1, 1863.
Rice, Wm., e. May 9, 1863.

Company F.
Sergt. F. W. Fenstermaker, e. March 19, 1863.
Corp. Levi Donley, e. March 4, 1863, died at Fort Kearney, C. T.
Corp. H. W. Brundage, e. May 7, 1863, kid. at Julesburg, C. T.
Wagoner A. Donley, e. Feb. 1, 1863.
Burk, Thomas, e. March 18, 1863, died Aug. 31, 1863,
disab.
Hardesty, JoS'., March 17, 1863, died at Davenport,
Iowa, Aug. 21, 1863.
Shanewise, F., e. March 14, 1863.
Starr, Wm., e. March 18, 1863.
Starr, Hiram, e. May 8, 1863.
Tucker, Wm., e. April 20, 1863.
Y ounett, A., e. March 18, 1863.

Company H.
Corp. Thos. Turner, e. June 8, 1863.
Boyd, Henry, e. June 6, 1863.
Glidden, John, e. Oct. 18, 1864.
Hughs, Lee M., e. June 25, 1863.
Hall, H. H. G., e. Oct. 22, 1864.
Johnston, A., e. June 7, 1863.
Rice, H. P., e. Sept. 29, 1864.
Turner, M. V. B., e. June 29, 1863, wd. at Crow Creek,
Ark.
Company K.
Capt. Francis H. Cooper, com. Sept. 1, 1862.

160

HISTORY OF BLACK HA WK COUNTY

First Lieut. Wallace P attee, com. 2d lieut. Sept. 1, 1862,
prmtd. 1st lieut. June 1, 1865.
Second Lieut. Robert Wright, e. as sergt., com. 2d lieut.
June 1, 1865, resd. Jan. 5, 1865.
Q. M. S. James R. Michael, e. Sept. 28, 1861.
Sergt. John M. S. Hodgdon, e. Sept. 28, 1861, vet. Feb.
28, 1864.
Sergt. H. P . Leland, e. Sept. 24, 1861, vet. Feb. 28, 1864.
Sergt. J. F. Kyler, Oct. 1, 1861, vet. Feb. 28, 1864.
Corp. E . F . Sawyer, e. Sept. 24, 1861, vet. F eb. 28, 1864.
Corp. Geo. Trumbo, e. Oct. 7, 1861.
Farrier Wilson M. Clark, e. Sept. 26, 1861, vet. Feb. 28,
1864.
Adams, Wm., e. Jan. 4, 1864.
Alvord, Chas., e. Sept. 26, 1861, vet. Feb. 28, 1864.
Babcock, D. A., e. Oct. I, 1861.
Coburn, Wm., e. Sept. 26, 1861.
Dawson, F. A., e. Sept. 26, 1861, vet. Feb. 28, 1864.
Dexter, R. S., e. Nov. 5, 1861, vet. Feb. 28, 1864.
Gross, W . H., e. Sept. 27, 1861.
Harris, L. M., e. Nov. 12, 1861.
Pattee, A. C., vet. Feb. 29, 1864.
Henry, A., e. Sept. 30, 1861.
J ohnson, Theo., Sept. 28, 1861, vet. Feb. 28, 1864.
Moody, C. D., Dec. 22, 1863.
Ryan, Daniel, e. Sept. 26, 1861, vet. Feb. 28, 1864.
Stilson, C. B., e. Sept. 24, 1861.
Wiltse, N. P ., e. Jan. 4, 1864.
Woodward, H . D., e. Sept. 28, 1861, vet. Feb. 28, 1864.
NINTH CAVALRY*.

This regiment, Col. Matthew M. Trumbull,
was the last of the three-year regiments recruited in Iowa. It was organized at Davenport,
November 30, 1863, and ordered to Arkansas,
where it remained performing heavy scouting,
guard and garrison duty until the close of the
war.
Col. Matthew M. Trumbull, com. Sept. 24, 1863, brev."
brig. gen. U. S. V., March 13, 1865.
Maj. Wm. Haddock, com. Nov. 3, 1863, prmtd. capt.
Co. E. 12th Inf., resd. Sept. 13, 1864.
Maj. John Wayne, com. Oct. 17, 1863, prmtd. maj. Sept.
14, 1864.
*This rei:'iment was mustered out at Little Rock, Arkansas
February 28. 1866.

Surg. Jesse Wasson, com. Oct. 19, 1863, resd. Jan. 27,
1865.
Adjt. Ward B. Sherman, com. commy.· Nov. 5, 1863,
from private Co. G, 13th Inf., prmtd. adjt. Sept.
4, 1864, resd. April 1, 1865.
Company C.
Sergt. Daniel G. Ellis, e. Aug. 11, 1863.
Corp. J as. M. Morgan, e. Sept. 29, 1863.
Adams, H . N., e. March 9, 1864.
Gaston, John, e. July 4, 1863.
Geiste, Chas. H ., Sept. 24, 1863, died at St. Louis, Mo.
Harding, Hiram, e. Oct. 24, 1863.
Johnson, Richard, e. J une .29, 1863.
Kock, Wm., e. Sept. 24, 1863.
Company G.
Trump, W . Champlin, e. Sept. 2, 1863.
Bennett, Windsor, e. Aug. 28, 1863.
Franklin, Wm., e. Aug. 21, 1863.
Hurlbut, S. B.
Hayward, George, e. July 4, 1863.
Wilson, James H ., e. Aug. 15, 1863.
UNASSIGNED.

McCardle, James, e. Oct. 25, 1864.
Raymond. Albert, e. Feb. 29, 1864.
Smith, John, e. Feb. 22, 1864.
FIRST BATTERY LIGHT ARTILLERY.

Corp. Thos. Filkin.
Baker, David, e. Oct. 24, 1864.
Barnascone, David, e. as vet. Jan. 2, 1864.
Johnson, H . B., Dec. 26, 1863.
Lockerby, Geo. W., disd. June 3, 1862.
Martin, Peter, died at Davenport· July 2, 1864.
Morrison, Samuel, died at Corinth, Miss.
Rice, Wm. A., e. Dec. 14, 1863.
Round, Geo. W ., disd. Nov. 28, 1862, disab.
Smith, J., e. Dec. 14, 1863.
Williams, Richard, died Jan. 19, 1862, at St. Louis.
Spencer, F., e. as vet. Jan. 2, 1864.
SECOND BATTERY LIGHT ARTILLERY.

Buffington, C., e. as vet. March 23, 1864.
THIRD BATTERY LIGHT ARTILLERY*.

This battery was organized by Capt. M.
*This battery was muste red out at Davenport, October 3, 186.5.

AND REPRESENTATIVE CITIZENS.

M. Hayden under special authority from the
secretary of war, during the months of August
and September, 1861 , at Dubuque, under the
name of the Dubuque Battery, and was attac11ed
to the Ninth Regiment Iowa Voluntary Infantry, Col. William Vandever commanding. On
the 3rd of September, 1861, the first detachment of the battery was mustered in by Captain
Washington, William H. McClure, of Cedar
Falls, Iowa, being mustered as 1st Lieutenant,
under whose charge the detachment was placed
in Camp Union, near Dubuque.
The battery was speedily filled up by recruits, and on the 24th of the same month the
final muster-in as a battery took place, the following officers having been chosen: Captain,
M. M. Hayden; senior 1st lieutenant, W. H,
McClure ; junior 1st lieutenant, M. C. Wright;
senior 2nd lieutenant, W. H. Crozier; junior
2nd lieutenant, Jerome Bailey. The battery,
with the Ninth Iowa Infantry, left Camp Union
on the steamer "Canada," September 26, for
St. Louis. Vv ere immediately marched to Benton Barracks ( then in process of completion).
Requisitions for 'guns, horses and harness were
made.
On the 13th of November, they were ordered to Pacific City, Missouri, where they remained during the greater part of the winter.
Guns and equipments were received about the
1st of December.
The battery consisted of four six-pounder
bronze guns and two 12-pouncler howitzers. On
the 25th of January, they moved by rail to
Rolla, where they were assigned under General
Curtis. On the 28th of the same month, they
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marched from Rolla in the direction of Lebanon.
February 9, marched to Springfield, Missouri. Participated in the famous race after
Price's fleeing army, making some almost unprecedented marches, and ending in the battle
of Pea Ridge.
The suddenness of their final atack, with the
meagerness of our support, compelled us to
leave two of our guns upon the field. These
guns, however, were not abandoned until they
were spiked, and every horse had been killed
and every man serving with them either killed
or wounded. We fell back some 400 yards,
where, support coming to our aid, we kept up
fire with the remaining guns until darkness put
an end to the engagement.
Our entire loss in the two clays' engagement
was two men killed, two officers and IS men
wounded, 23 horses killed and three guns captured, and fired, during the engagement, over
1,200 rounds of ammunition.
Marched to Batesville, Arkansas. Arrived
at Helena July 12, and made several reconnaissances from that point. Was in the Little
Rock expedition.
In January, 1864, the battery re-enlisted and
went home. Returned in May and received
new guns and outfit and did efficient service
during the rest of the war.
Sr. First Lieut. Wm. H . McClure, com. Sept. 16,
wd. at Pea Ridge March 7, 1862, re~d. Sept. 3,
Jr. First Lieut. Otis G. Day, e. as sergt. Aug. 3,
prmtd. sr. 2d lieut. May 1, 1862, prmtd. jr. 1st
Sept. 4, 1862, m. o. April 30, 1863.
Corp. David C. Baker, died at Helena, Ark.
Adams, John Q., e. Feb. 23, 1864.

1861,
1862.
1861,
lieut.
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Adams, Wm., e. Jan. 4, 1864.
Bunton, Thomas, wd. at Pea Ridge, died Aug. 27, 1862.
Curtis, W . T ., e. Dec. 19, 1863.
Chase, Wm. J ., e. as vet. F eb. 1, 1864.
Deeming, Geo., e. as vet. Dec. 22, 1863.
Dorian, T. J.
Dolph, Edw~rd M.
Eidson, Barney, e. as vet. Dec. 22, 1863.
Eaton, Julit,1s M.
Farguson, Jos. J., disd. Oct. 12, 1863, disab.
Gallarno, Geo., e. Jan. 13, 1864, died Sept. 23, 1864, at
Little Rock, Ark.
Gilley, S., e. Oct. 14, 1864.
Headley, A. B., died on str. D. A. January.
Herring, F. C., e. Feb. 26, 1864.
Hurlburt, Samuel B.
Harkness, David.
Headley, Wm. E., e. as corp. Dec. 22, 1863.
Kelley, M. B., e. Feb. 2, 1864, died at Little Rock, Ark.
Knapp, Samuel M., died at Cassville, Mo.
Lindsay, J. W ., e. as vet. Dec. 22, 1863.
Leversee, Charles.
Mitchell, C. A., e. as vet. Dec. 22, 1863.
Munger, A., e. as vet. Dec. 22, 1863.
Moody, C. D., e. Dec. 22, 1863, disd. March 28, 1865.
disab.
Maddock, Jos. R., wd. at Pea Ridge, disd. Dec. 17, 1862,
disab.
McCardle, Patrick, e. as vet. Dec. 22, 1863.
Overman, C. M., e. April 20, 1864.
.
Preble, H . J., prmtd. Q . M. S., vet. Dec. 22, 1863.
Patrick, Chas., e. Oct. 14, 1864.
Parker, C. J., died July 17, 1862, on str. D. A. January.
Riddle, J. M., e. Oct. Oct. 17, 1864.
Reynolds, E. B., wd. at Pea Ridge, disd. May 6, 1864.
Steele, Robert J ., e. as vet. Dec. 22, 1863.
Scott, H . R., e. Jan. 2, 1864.
Shreves, J. C.
Shroyer, Jas. M., e. Oct. 14, 1864.
Sisson, George W .
Turner, J. A., e. Feb. 3, 1864.
Thompson, F. M., wd. at Pea Ridge, Ark.
Tronin, L., e. Oct. 14, 1864.
Waters, Geo. T.
Wiltse, N. T ., e. Jan. 4, 1864.
Wynn, A., e. Jan. 4, 1864.
Warren, A ., e. Jan. 4, 1864.
Walters, Geo. I., e. as vet. Dec. 22, 1863.

MISCELLANEOUS.

First Infantry.
Butler, G. W ., e. Jan. 4, 1864, m. o. Aug. 25, 1861.
McManis, H . J ., e. Apr il 24, 1861, m. o. Aug. 25, 1861.

Fifth Infantry.
Rice, W . A., e. June 24, 1861, wd. at Iuka, m. o. Aug.
18, 1864.
Sergt. K eisy S. Martin, e. July 1, 1861, prmtd. surgeon
20th inf., m. o. Aug. 18, 1864.
Musician D. Sawyer, e. July 1, 1861, m. o. Aug. 18, 1864.
Crawford, Wm., e. July r, 1861, m. o. Aug. 18, 1864.
Marlin, J. W ., e. July 1, 1861, m. o. Aug. 18, 1864.
Puckett, T . C., e. July 1, 1861, m. o. Aug. 18, 1864.
Snider, H . W ., e. July 1, 1861, m. o. Aug. 18, 1864.
Snider, John, e. July 1, 1861, m. o. Aug. 18, 1864.
Williams, W., e. July r, 1861, m. o. Aug. 18, 1864.
Williams, M., e. July 1, 1861, m. o. Aug. 18, 1864.
Knowles, B. A., e. July 15, 1861, wd. at Iuka, 111. o. Aug.
18, 1864.
Martin, B. H ., e. July IS, 1861, m. o. Aug. 18, 1864.
Purington, Curtis, e. July 24, 1861, m. o. Aug. 18, 1864.
Wilson, P . D., e. July 24, 1861, prmtd. to corp., 111. o.
Aug. r8, 1864.

Sixth fof an try.
Bullock, Gilbert, e, June 24, 1861, 111 . o. July 21 , 1865.
Eaton, Samuel, e. June 24, 1861, m. o. July 21, 1865.

Seventh Infantry.
Albertson, F . D., e. July 8, 186r, vet. Dec. 24, 1863, m. o.
July 12, 1865.
Thomas, J. S., e. July 8, 1861, vet. Dec. 24, 1863, 111. o.
July 12, 1865.

Eigh th Infantry.
Loyd, Jos. S., e. Oct. 19, 1864, m. o. April 20, 1866.
Lamb, Daniel, e. Nov. 18, 1864, m. o. April 20, 1866.

13th Infantry.
Brown, A. S., e. Sept. 27, 1861, m. o. July 21, 1865.
Gipe, John H ., e. Sept. 27, 1861, m. o. July 21, 1865.
Pray, Robt. J ., e. Sept. 17, 1861, m. o. July 21, 1865.

14th Infantry.
First Lieut. Francis H . Cooper, com. Oct. 23, 1861, trans.
to 7th cav. Sept. 4, 1862, 111. o. June 22, 1866.
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Davidson, C. F., e. Nov. 6, 1862, died Sept. 6, 1863.
Outcult, Fred, e. May 7, 1863, m. o. June 22, 1866.
I7th Infantry.

Second Lieut. David C. Montgomerie, prmtd. 2d lieut.,
m. o. July 25, 1865.
I8th Infantry.
Barker, Geo. W., e. July

2,

1862, m. o. July 20, 1865.

I9th Infantry.

Sixth Cavalry.

Asst. Surg. M. C. Lathrop, com. July II, 1863, resd. Oct.
26, 1863, to accept promotion in 4th Eng. C. D. A.
20th Infantry.

Asst. Surg. Keisey S. Martin, com. Oct. r, 1862, m. o.
July 8, 1865.
Schemerhorn, Wm. S., e. Jan. 4, 1864.
38th Infantry.

Chesley, Jno. H., e.
Reynolds, D. D., e.
34th and
Chesley, Jno. H., e.

Aug.
Jan .
38th
Aug.

22, 1862, m. o. Aug. 15, 1865.
9, 1863, m. o. Aug. 15, 1865.
Infantry Consolidated.
22, 1862, m. o. Aug. 15, 1865.

39th Infantry.

Null, J as. e. Feb. 24, 1864, m. o. June 5, 1865.
Wood, F. M., e. Feb. 27, 1864, m. o. June 5, 1865.
Wells, Isaac S., e. Feb. 24, 1861, m. o. June S, 1865.
42d Infantry.

Heath, Chas. K., e. Aug. 4, 1861.
Lockeby, Jason, e. Aug. 4, 1861.
Starr, Benj., e. Aug. 4, 1861.
44th Infantry.

Corp. Perry Newell, e. May

II,

Williams, Mahlon, e. July r, 1861, from Co. E. 5th inf.,
vet. Jan. S, 1864, m. o. Aug. II, 1865.
Corp. Nicholas Eisenhauer, e. June 24, 1861, vet. April
II, 1864, m. o. Aug. II, 1865.
Martin, B. H., e. June 24, 1861, vet., Feb. 6, 1864, m. o.
Aug. II, 1865.
Martin, J. G., e. June 24, 1861, vet., Jan. S, 1864, m. o.
Aug. II, 1865.
Purington, C. B., e. June 24, 1861, vet., Feb. 7, 1864, m. o.
Aug. II, 1865.

1864.

Second Cavalry.

Savage, Chas. e. Dec. 22, 1863, m. o. Sept. 19, 1865.
Thayer, E. S., e. Sept. 3, 1864, m. o. Sept. 19, 1865.
Brown, Geo. W., e. Jan. S, 1864, died Aug., 1864.
Burroughs, S., e. Aug. 4, 1861, deserted July 8, 1862.
Fifth Cavalry.

Beeson, R. 0., m. o. Aug. 11, 1865.
McCalmut, Peter, deserted Nov. 16, 1862.
Corp. Jas. B. Wolf, e. July l, 1861, from Co. E, 5th inf.,
m. o. Aug. II, 1865.

Craven, Gersham, e. Dec. 15, 1862, m. o. Oct. 17, 1865.
Nocton, Wm. ]., e. Nov. II, 1862, m. o. Oct. 17, 1865.
Stickley, Jesse, e. Nov. 19, 1862, rn. o. Oct. 17, 1865.
Teamster Jno. R. Maulson, e. Sept. 16, 1862, rn. o. Oct.
17, 1865.
Creighton, M., e. Oct. 15, 1862, rn. o. Oct. 17, 1865.
Eberhart, B. E., e. Oct. 15, 1862, rn. o. Oct. 17, 1865.
Hoague, C. B., ,e. Dec. 15, 1862, m. o. Oct. 17, 1865.
Miller, J. L. "G.," e. Oct. 15, 1864, rn. o. Oct. 17, 1865.
Meyers, H. B., e. Oct. 19, 1864, m. o. Oct. 17, 1865.
Eighth Cavalry.

Farrier Robt. Bellingham, e. Oct. IO, 1864, rn. o. Aug.
13, 1865.
Farrier U. Betterly, e. Dec. 5, 1864, rn. o. Aug. 13,
1865.
Farrier Chester Mehan, e. Aug. S, 1863, rn. o. Aug. 13,
1865.
Shirl, Jerry, e. July I, 1863, rn. o. Oct. 13, 1865.
Corp. S. Rathbone, e. July 8, 1863, rn. o. Aug. 13,
I
1865.
Knowlton, C. F., e. July 25, 1863, 111. o. Aug. 13,
1865.
Peeters, Isaac M., e. Aug. II, 1863, 111. o. Aug. 13,
1865.
Rowley, Eli M., e. Aug. II, 1863, rn. o. Aug. 13, 1865.
Rahe, Wm., e. July 20, 1863, rn. o. Aug. 13, 1865.
First Iowa Infantry (African Descent).

Corp. Wm. H. Webster, e. Sept. 8, 1863.
Engineer Regiment of the West.

Musician Eugene Mengoz, Aug. 28, 1861, disd. Oct.
24, 1862.
Artificer Jno. Bristoph, e. Aug. 28, 1861.
Artificer Clement Catois, e. Sept. 20, 1861.
Artificer Michael Gilly, e. Sept. 28, 1861.
Gologly, Patrick, e. Sept. 14, 1861.
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Mengoz, Francois, e. Sept. 30, 1861.
Blanchard, John, e. Sept. 14, 1861.
Harrington, J as., e. Sept. 14, 1864.

Seventh Illinois Cavalry.
Scott, H. K., e. Jan. 2, 1864Scott, John H., e. Jan. 2, 1864.

Ninth Illinois Cavalry.
Brown, E., e. Nov. 12, 1861.

Second Missouri Cavalry (Merrill Horse).
Dow, Simon, e. Aug. 18, 1862.

uth Pennsylvania Cavalry.
First Bugler C. D. Mach, e. Sept. 16, 1862.
Farrier Jas. Hunter, e. Oct. II, 1862.
Brown, J no. F., e. Sept. 28, 1861.
Chandler, Starling, e. Sept. 28, 1861.
Forbes, Jas. W., e. Sept. 16, 1861.
Frost, Wm., e. Sept. 28, 1861.
Kimble, Jacob, e. Sept. 16, 1861, died May, 1862.
Brown, Jno. F., e. Nov. 14, 1863.

I8th Michigan Infantry.
Schermerhorn , Wm., e. Jan. 4, 1864.
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CEDAR FALLS.

Cedar Falls was at the first known as Sturgis Falls, taking the name from an early settler.
Reference is elsewhere made to the early settlers and settlement here and to a number of
the more striking events in the history of the
place. It is not necessary to repeat them. The
early settlers were disappointed in many of
their highly laudable ambitions. They stro ve for
many things which they did not get; they sacrificed time and money ir1.._ the promotion of
railroad and other enterprises from which they
secured nothing of value. But they were successful in many other things some of which
give the city its present prominence.

ful city of Iowa. Picturesquely situated e n the
banks of the Cedar River; handsomely laid out;
with fine and comfortable homes surrounded
by beautiful lawns; rich in churches and schools
and the superior intelligence o f its people ; supplied by the best spring water in the world;
lighted by gas and electricity; with miles of cement pavement and paved streets, it is the ideal
residence city. An atmosphere of high mor-·
ality and religious zeal, tempered to moderation
and liberality by the assiduous cultivation of
literary tastes and the acquisition of general
knowledge, draws to it numerously of the best
people, those desirous to surround their children with the most wholesome influences and
give them the advantages
, of the city schools
and of the Iowa State Normal School, the
finest of the kind in th,.e world.
(

THE IDEAL RESIDENCE CITY.

Cedar Falls is a city of which its citizens
are proud and of which the citizens of the county and the State are proud. It is the beauti-

BUSINESS ADVANTAGES.

But Cedar Falls is not wholly dependent
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upon the high character of its citizenship and its
religious and school advantages. It is a fine
business point surrounded by one of the most
productive sections of farming land in Iowa.
Three railroads-the Illinois Central, the Rock
lsland, and the Chicago Great Vi/ estern-and
the \i\Taterloo & Cedar Falls Rapid Transit, an
electric line extending as far out as Sumner, in
Bremer County, afford business all the transportation facilities required. One of the best
water powers in the State provides cheap power
" ·ith which to run any amount of machinery.
Some of the best flouring mills in Iowa and an
oatmeal and a feed mill are located here. and
various important manufacturing plants mentioned elsewhere more at length.
Sturgis Falls was named for \i\Tilliam Sturgis, who, with E. D. Adams, came with their
families and settled here in 1845. The place bore
that name until 1849, when a post office was established and the name was changed to Cedar
Falls.
GOVERNMENT.

The town of Cedar Fall was organized in
1851. The town plat, locating the town on sections 8 and 9, township 89, range 14, with John
M. Overman, Phoebe Overman, William P.
Overman, Harriet C. Overman, Dempsey C.
Overman and Edwin Brown as proprietors, was
acknowledged April 12, 1853, and ordered to
be recorded, by 0. H. P. Roszell, County
judge of Buchanan County, April 26, 1853.
Cedar Falls became an incorporated town with
an official head in 1857, John M. Overman be-

ing the first mayor, serving from March 1857,
to March, 1859. He was succeeded by Edwin
Brown, 1859-61; J. F. Jaquith, 1861-63; and
M. \i\T. Chapman, 1863-65. In 1865 it was incorporated under the general law as a city of
the second class. The first officials of the newly
incorporated city were: Mayor, T. B. Carpenter; solicitor, J. B. Powers; treasurer, J. T.
Knapp; assessor, L. Knapp; clerk, A. Trowbridge; marshal, F. Sessions; street commissioner, F. Sessions. The city was divided into
four wards, with two members for each ward,
and these councilmen or trustees, together with
the mayor, constituted the city government.
The following were the first councilmen :
First Ward, J. H. Brown and S. A.
Bishop; Second Ward, J. V : Bird and
James Williams; Third Ward, C. May and M.
vV. Chapman; Fourth Ward, B. Culver and
Joseph Thompson. The clerks were subject
to frequent change, but J. T. and C. C. Knapp
were the only city treasurers until 1893, when
their bank, established in 1861 as the firm of
Townsend & Knapp, went clown in the crash
of that year. Lanfear Knapp, no relati on to
the others, has held the office of assessor continuously since 1865. He has also held the office
of justice of the peace all these years. Although
well along in years, he yet enjoys fair health
and is held in high regard by all the people.
The successors of Mayor T. B. Carpenter
have been the following: A. Allen, 1866-67;
F. A. Bryant, £867-70; E. Townsend, 187072; A. S. Smith, 1872-74; F. F. Butler, 187476; B. Culver, 1876-78; A. S. Smith, 187879; W. T. Williams, 1879-81 ; C. C. Knapp,

AND REPRESENTAT IVE CITIZENS.

1881-84; H. H. Markley, 1884-85; C. A. Wise,
1885-87; William Morris, 1887-89; L. H. Severin, 1889-91; W. R. Graham, 1891-95; Peter
Robinson,
1895-1901; L. 0.
Melendy,
1901-02. H. C. Hemenway, 1903-.
The present city officers are: H. C. Hemenway, mayor; F. 0. Jackson, clerk; W. Hinerer, N. Enlor, marshal; C. L. Taylor, street
commissioner; and M. Hammond, superintendent of water.
THE FIRE DEPARTMENT

A destructive fire
Was organized in 1859.
visited the village and the only means of fighting it was by hauling water in barrels from the
river on drays. The town authorities thought
something ought to be done, and ordered a
ladder, fire hooks and buckets for use upon such
occasions. This was the beginning of one of the
most efficient volunteer fire departments in the
State.
WATER WORKS.

The city owns its own water works. The
supply is drawn from never-failing springs in
or near Dry Run. Ample machinery is provided for sending the water to the farthest limits of the city. Adjoining the water works
building which is half a mile from the spring,
a large cement cistern 16 by 18 feet has been
erected and far away on the hill overlooking
the entire place is a huge stand-pipe.
The water is the best and the plant, though
the rates are low, is a paying investment.
10

RAILROADS,

It is said that the citizens of Cedar Falls
subscribed in land, lots and money, $100,000
to secure the building of the Dubuque & Pacific
Railroad, now the Illinois Central. The agitation of the subject was begun in 1854. The understanding was that the end of the division
would be here, and that the roundhouse and
machine-shops would be located at this point.
The · road was built but the et cetera did not
materialize.
The Cedar Falls & Minnesota Railroad was
a Cedar Falls enterprise, and the money to build
the first section to Janesville came mostly out
of the pockets of Cedar Falls people. In the
end it too slipped away from the city, becoming
a branch of the Illinois Central and the trains
starting from Waterloc.
The Iowa Central was a project in which the
citizens took a live interest and spent $60,000
in grading south of the city. The board of
directors sold out and the road went to Ackley,
instead of Cedar Falls.
The city's experience in efforts to obtain
first advantages in projected railroads was discouraging and expensive, but at present the
Illinois Central, the Rock Island ( two through
lines) and a spur from the Chicago Great Westem afford ample railroad facilities.
WATER POWER.

The water power has always been an important factor in the growth and enrichment of
Cedar Falls. It was utilized as early as 1851-
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52 when a dam was put in and a sawmill set up.
A grist-mill followed in 1854-55 and more
flouring mills were built from time to time. A
woolen mill flourished for several years along
in 1867 to 1873, and then from time to time
until 1878-79. \i\T oolen mills were thick as
telegraph poles along a railroad all over Iowa
in those early years. People built as if the
Iowa prairies were always to be covered with
sheep and woolen goods were always to be
soaring. An oatmeal mill was erected in i:878;
the people contributed liberally to its erection.
It has changed hands several times, but is still
A paper mill had a few years of
runmng.
existence, but yielded to the pressure of larger
,concerns. A barbed wire factory made an
effort to do something in 1878-79 but suc·cumbed to fate. Subsequent efforts were made
on the same line but each felt the power of
stronger ooncerns and dropped out of the struggle. A number of other factories of one sort
and another have had their innings, and passed
off the stage. Every aspiring Western town
or city has gone through a like experience.
People were so full of enterprise and ambition
that they grasped at anything which gave a
remote promise of proving a success. But those
efforts were not lost; they attracted attention
to the place and buoyed the spirit of the people
up for a time.
. FACTORIES.

The chief pride of Cedar Falls is in its
sch ools and churches ancl in the happy surroundings, which make it desirable as a resi-

dence city. In an early day the citizens were
anxious to make it a manufacturing city, designing to use as far as possible the splendid
water power afforded by the Cedar River in
the promotion of that very laudable ambition.
They built flouring mills and otherwise utilized
it to some considerable extent. Ambitious for
something beyond the ordinary, in 1867 a company was formed and a building for a starch
factory erected and equipped with the most
improved machinery for the manufacture of
that article. Located in one of the richest corn
belts in the West, the success of the enterprise
was deemed certain. But the year of the opening of the mill ( 1867) was an unfortunate one.
The price of corn was extremely high and for
some reason there was but little starch in it.
Men experienced in the manufacture of this article would have seen the folly of operating a
mill under such conditions; they would have
closed it and awaited a more favorable season.
But the gentleman who was put in charge of
the mill, George B. Van Saun, while one of the
finest men in the State, was inexperienced in
such matters and it seems that none of the other
members of the company was better off in that
respect and the result was heavy loss on the
start. The factory had a brief existence.
Another factory of later date, which promised to be a valuable addition to the industries
of the city. was the barb wire factory. which was
strangled by the trust. A paper mill which ran
several years and did a good business was
drawn in and smothered by another species of
the octopus. The oat meal mill was opened in
1878 in part of the building erected for the
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starch factory. It had a successful run for several years, then, as it was reported at the time,
it was shut down for two or three years, the
gentleman who was proprietor at the time claiming that the combine would pay him more for
closing it down than he could make by running
it. Subsequen tly it changed hands and a vigorous effort was made to start it again, and it was
in active operation for a year or two, but yielded to the trusts. There have been a number of
other factories which existed for short periods
but were finaly closed, the proprietor s finding
it more profitable to engage in other pursuits.
There are probably very few towns of any
considerable size in the vVest which have not
had similar experienc e; but just as few which
have been so hardly dealt with in the crushing
out of big enterprise s by influences entirely beyond their control as has Cedar Falls. Still the
city has a number of important factories in the
highest state of prosperity in this year ( I 904).
One of the most prominen t of these is the
Harris & Cole Brothers factory. This firm
came to Cedar Falls in 1876. They purchased
the old starch factory building and began
Gradthe manufactu re of wooden pumps.
ually they ran in house finishing supplies. Several years since, they sold the pump business to
Cedar Rapids parties, bought large tracts of
pine and timber lands in the South, built their
own mills, and now take from the stump all
the timber they use in the business here. In
1892 they built a factory in the south part of the
city, one of the largest and most complete of
its kind in the State, capable of turning out
timbers from the smallest to the largest size,

In
including lumber and house finishings.
factory
fact, in this special line, it is the largest
in the State. The business here has always been
in charge of the Harris Brothers -Norman and
Rutledge Harris-u ntil last year, when the latter sold his interest in the firm. They employ
a large number of men, pay good wages and no
hint of a strike or a lock-out has ever been
heard of during the almost 30 years existence
of the firm.
Another industry which promises much for
the city is the Monarch Self Feeder Company.
The Monarch Feeder & Stacker Company
was organized Novembe r 1, 1899, with a capital of $25,000, increased shortly afterward to
$50,000. The officers of the company were:
President, C. A. Wise; vice-president, H. S.
Gilkey; secretary, George W. Whitwort h;
treasurer, 0. H. Leonard.
This company was changed or rather sold
out to the Monarch Self Feeder Company, organized January 15, 1904. They manufact ure
self-feede rs for threshing machines and engine
tenders for threshing machines and belt guides
for threshing machines. All these articles are
practically new .i nventions , patents owned by the
company, and it is believed that their merit is
such that they will be generally adopted at an
early clay. The authorized capital is $50,000.
The officers are: President, George W. \i\Thitworth; vice-president, I. M. Fuller; secretary,
C. S. Whitwort h; and treasurer, R. W. Christy.
The \i\T. E. Williams Manufact uring Company, organized January, 1903, manufactu res
overalls, cluck coats, etc.
Cedar Falls Manufact uring Company .-This
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company is a successor to Flinn & Miller, who
purchased the W. T. Williams overall factory,
established in 1886. The company met with
great success under the management of W. T.
\1/illiams. 111 1902 it was sold to Flinn & Miller, who later sold to Santee Brothers. The
company was incorporated in 1902 as the Cedar
Falls Manufacturing Company. It is in a flourishing condition.
Iowa Rug Factory.-This factory was started in a modest way in 1900 by Harry Onan, did
a good business and met with popular favor.
Mr. Onan sold out in February, 1904, to the
present proprietor, H. M. Corning, who immediately enlarged the facilities of the plant and
titted the factory for doing as fine work as any
similar factory in the country. He is crowded
with business.
There was a time when there were three
large flouring mills in Cedar Falls under as
many different managements. One was converted into a paper mill and after a few years'
struggle was crushed by the trust. The other
two are still in full operation under a combination which unites the Waterloo and Cedar
Falls milling interests under a single head-the
Waterloo and Cedar Falls Union Mill ComThe capital stock of the company.
Cedar
pany 1s $500,000 paid m full.
Falls plays a conspicuous part in this combine. It is officered as follows : President and
manager, W. A. Dugane, Cedar Falls; secretary
and treasurer, W. L. Illingworth, Waterloo.
The \1/aterloo and Cedar Falls Union Mill
Company also has a pearl barley mill, which is
run the year round; and an oatmeal mill which

is run when the oat crop is favorable-this being in the Great Western Cereal Company combine, in which The Waterloo & Cedar Falls Union Mill Company has $36,000 stock. \V. A.
Dugane is one of the officers and the business is.
managed from Cedar Falls. Included in the
prospectus of the company is a large feed
mill.
All the machinery is run by water power
furnished by the Cedar River. Forty men are
employed in and about the mills at Cedar Falls.
The flouring mills have a capacity of 1,200 barrels per clay, about the same as at Waterloo.
The Iowa Gate Company was established in
1900 with a capital stock of $30,000.
This company manufactures a cheap sted
gate, adjusted to move up or down, to be regulated at any height to avoid freezing in mud, water
or snow. The firm claims to manufacture and sell
more gates than any other gate company in the
world. It is a simple affair, requiring but few
men in the manufacture. The officers of the
company are: President, H. H. Clay; vicepresident, Charles Wilde; treasurer, H. E. Albr1ck; secretary and manager, J. B. Clay.
BANKS.

The first bank established in Cedar Falls was
that of Greene, Weare, Nearer & McClure.
Greene and Weare were residents of Cedar
Rapids; Nearer of Vinton and W. H. McClure
of the town.
E. Townsend and J. T. Knapp opened a
bank in 1861. Townsend retired in a few years
and it was J. T. Knapp & Co., Knapp and prob-
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ably E. Townsend being the company. The bank
failed in 1893.
The First National Bank was established in
1874, capital stock $50,000, W. M. Fields, president, and C. J. Fields, cashier. It went clown
with the crash of 1893, with a very heavy loss
to depositors.
The Cedar Falls National Bank was organized April 20, 1888. The first officers were:
President, j ames Miller; vice-president, R. A.
Davison; cashier, Roger Leavitt. The capital
stock, at first $50,000, was increased to $75,000
on November 22, 1894. The present surplus
is $35,000. The present officers are: President,
C. H. Roden bach; vice-president, Henry Johnson; cashier, Roger Leavitt; assistant cashier,
F. B. Miller; teller, H. W. Johnson; and assistant teller, W. B. Dixon.
The Cedar Falls Savings Bank was organized
June 12, 1899, with the foJJowing offic'!rs:
President, C. H. Rodenbach; vice-president,
H. S. Gilkey; cashier, Roger Leavitt; assistant
cashier, H. W. Johnson. The capital stock,
originally $30,000, was increased to $60,000,
July 15, 1901. The surplus on January I,
1904, was $10,000.
The Citizens' Bank (private) was changed
to the Citizens' National Bank, July 19, 1900.
The capital stock is $50,000, with a surplus
April I, 1904, of $9,6o6.24. The officers are:
President, L. H. Severin; vice-president, Adam
Boysen; cashier, W. N. Hostrop; assistant
cashier, 0. H. Leonard.
The State Bank of Cedar Falls has a capital of $75,000, and a surplus of $5,000. The
officers are: President C. A. ·wise; vice-presi-
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dent, Joseph Sartori; cashier, H. N. Silliman;
assistant cashier, William C. Nuhn ..
The Iowa Loan, Trust & Investment Company was incorporated in 1891; authorized capital, $25,000, $45,000 paid up; president, R. A.
Davison, and Roger Leavitt, secretary and
treasurer. This institution got into trouble a
few years after its organization and the affairs
of the concern were wound up.
THE FIRST SCHOOL HOUSE IN THE COUNTY.

Cedar Falls, the oldest settlement, led the
procession with a log structure with puncheon
floors, mud and stick chimney, deep and wide
enough for a large back log and furniture correspondingly primitive. Mrs. Jackson Taylor
was the first teacher. It was a private, subscription school.
A school district was organized in 1853 with
E. D. Adams, S. A. Bishop and J.M. Overman
as directors and a school house, a substantial
and stately affair for the time, was built by subscription. It stood on the corner across Main
street from what is now the Rock Island depot.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

The graded schools were opened in the fall
of 1865, with G. A. Graves as principal. There
were five rooms. He held the position until
1869; J. C. Cotton from 1869 to 1871; J. K.
Sweeney, 1871-73; M. F. Arey, 1873-77;
James McNaµghton, 1877-81; R. S. Bingham,
1881 to January, 1888; Miss E. M. Ladd, January, 1888, to June, 1888; 0. J. Laylander,
1888-99; Dennis M. Kelley, 1899-1904, and reelected for another year.
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There are five school buildings: Laylander
High School, principal, Miss Evelyn Miller;
Lincoln Building; Jefferson Building; Miner
Building; and Humbert Building. The Miner
Building was named for G. M. Miner and in his
honor because of his interest in the children and
the people on the east side of the river, where he
had conducted Sunday-school for years. The
first school house was on the corner across from
the Rock Island depot, but there had been other
schools kept before that time.
The High School teachers for 1903 were as
follows: Evelyn Miller, principal; Katherine
Walters, Latin; Kathryn Knoepfler, German
and English; Jeanette Wooley, history and civics; Ora C. Jenkins, bookkeeping and shorthand;
Lura Phillips, physics; C. B. Stine, music.
The president of the Board of Education,
M. F. Egloff, was in the schools when they
were graded and had been for three years prev10us. He knows the history of the schools
from "away back" and is the right man for the
place.
CARNEGIE-DAYTON LIBRARY.

A public library was established in 1879 supported by a ·tax levy. It was the first of the libraries established in this section of Iowa and
had the advantages of public funds wherewith
to build it up long before the voters of other cities could be brought to see the advantages of
such an institution. It is now housed in a fine
$15,000 building generously donated to the city
by Andrew Carnegie. Mrs. M. L. Dayton donated the site on which -it stands and shares
with Mr. Carnegie the honor of the name -

"Carnegie-Dayton Library." It is supported
by a one-mill tax on the property of the city.
GENERAL NOTES.

The first County Court held in the county
was held in Cedar Falls October 8, 1853, by
Judge Pratt.
Samuel C. Deemer and Joseph Farley were
the first typesetters to do work in their trade
in the county. The were compositors on the
Cedar Falls Banner in 1854.
John R. Cameron established a ferry •· across
the Cedar in 1854; but in 1857 a bridge 340
feet in length was erected and for a short time
was run as a toll bridge. The reason for this
does not clearly appear.
Mrs. George W. Clark brought the first
piano to Cedar Falls in 1858.
The preachers came early and apparently
worked in harmony. There was a standing notice: "Union Meeting every Sabbath. One ot
the following named ministers will preach : J.
M. Phillips, Presbyterian; J. E. Brown, Methodist; J. Kellar, Episcopalian; E. Knapp, Baptist; Y'. Higgins, Second Adventist."
It is a fact worth noting that the church and
the school house, after bread and meat, were the
first interest looked after by the first comers
in every settlement in Black Hawk County.
The school teacher was at hand when the first
children were able to lisp their A B C's, and
brawny arms were not slow in erecting a shelter
for the primary institutions of learning. The
preacher vvas there too, and thus these two safeguards of free institutions were established in
each small community and the foundation of an
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ideal commonwealth was laid broad and deep.
As a sample of old-time pastimes, the following notice from the Ga::::ette of December 29,
1861, will serve as an illustration: "Natives of
Posey County, Indiana, will meet at the Iowa
Kiln, Dry Run, on Christmas for the purpose
of having a tear. Pukes, Hoosiers, Suckers,
Badgers, Buckeyes and Hawkeyes are invited
to participate. All natives of Posey County
who had fathers and fore-mothers will act as
a committee of arrangements."
Pork sold in January, 1862, at $2.35 per
hundred weight and wheat at 38 to 42 cents
per bushel.
In October, 1862, a Teachers' Institute was
held in Cedar Falls, the first in the county. It
was conducted by J. L. Enos of Cedar Rapids.
There were 31 teachers in attendance.
There was a lodge of Patrons of Husbandry
here in 1870.
The first Farmers' Institute held in Black
Hawk County, was held in Cedar Falls in December, 1870.
SOCIETIES.

Independent Order of Odd Fellows, Cedar
Valley Lodge, No. 233, was organized in 1871.
It met first in Phoenix Hall and continued
meeting there until the completion of Odd Fellows' Temple, April, 1902. \,York on the Temple was begun in 1901 and the same was completed in the spring of 1902. The cost of the
building was $34,000. The building, 44 by 132
feet in dimensions, is three stories high with
basement. It is one of the finest if not the finest business block in the city. The first floor
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1s occupied for store rooms, two fronting on
Main street and one on Fourth. The second
flour is used for offices and the third floor for
lodge purposes. The buiding is heated by steam
throughout and is furnished with all modern
conveniences of water and electric and gas light.
The present membership of the lodge is mo.
The officers are: noble grand, Joseph vVarttman; secretary, C. L. Stevens; treasurer, Joseph Wilde; vice grand, William H. Hammer;
and financial secretary, Samuel W arttrnan.
The Modern Woodmen of America lodge
was organized June 27, 1887, with 30 members.
It owns its own building on the corner of Second and Main streets in the heart of the city.
The building was erected in 1891 at a cost of
$10,000. It is 22 by mo feet, and was built in
conjunction with F. Matthias, whose building
is of like dimensions. The first floor of their
corner is rented as a grocery store. They use
46 by 75 of the second floor of both buildings
for lodge purposes. The front of both second
floors is used for offices. The hall is finely finished with hard maple floor and is a favorite
place for dancing parties. The present membership is 335. Present officers: V. C., Amos
Wood; W. A., George Kennedy; banker, S. H.
Severin; clerk, J. D. Corning.
American Yeomen, Lawn City Lodge, No.
69, was organized in 1889, and has a present
membership of 89. The officers are: Foreman,
0. J. Imley; master of ceremonies, Ed. Riker;
correspondent, Amos Wood; master of accounts
Frank Boehmler; physician, Mrs. 0. J. Imley;
Overseer, Frank Aldrich; sentinel, C. A.
Boehmler.
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Knights and Ladies of Security, Iowa Council, No. 381, was organized in 1898 and has a
membership of 36. The officers are: president,
N. E. Peterson; secretary and treasurer, Dr.
J. S. Stevens.
Knights of the Maccabees, Grand Tent, No.
3, was organized in 1892. The first officers
were: Commander, 0. J. Laylander; past
commander, G. A. Newman; record keeper,
F. S. Jones; finance keeper, M. C. Mills; physician, Dr. J. S, Stevens. The present officers
are: Commander, W. W. Wood; past commander, Nels Rassmussen; record and finance
keeper, C. M. Wythe; physician, Dr. J. S.
Stevens. The membership is about 200.
Ancient Order of United Workmen, Cedar
Falls Lodge, No. 32, was organized in 1885.
The officers are : Master workman, Samuel
Warttman; financier, D. R. Onan; recorder, S.
C. Kerr. The membership is 220.
Grand Army of the Republic, James
Brownell Post, No. 222, was organized in
June, 1883, with less than 50 members.
Woman's Relief Corps, auxiliary to the G.
A. R. The first president was Mrs. Sarah Townsend. The present president is Mrs. S. C. Leland and the present membership, 221. This
relief corps takes precedence of every other relief corps in the State both as regards number
of members and also amount of aid distributed
to needy old soldiers and their families. In one
particular, it differs from most if not all others
in permitting any lady to join whether she has
relatives that were in the army or not. In
Cedar Falls, there is no lady too highly cultivated. too aristocratic, or too purse-proud to

take an active interest in the work of the
corps. The ladies and the citizens generally
are proud of the Cedar Falls \i\T oman's Relief
Corps.
There are three Danish societies in the city
and they are the strongest social and fraternal
organizations connected with any church or
nationality, in the city.
The Syren Society, organized in 1885, has
at present 120 members. The officers are M.
H. Anderson, president; B. B. Gram, vicepresident; J. L. Markussen, financial secretary;
S. Markussen, recording secretary; and W. N.
Hostrop, treasurer.
The Danish Brotherhood, organized 111
1884, has about 125 members at present. The
first officers were: C. Brandt, president:
Henry Johnson, secretary; and Charles Larsen,
treasurer. The present officers are: C. S. Magnussen, president; Charles Anderson, secretary: and Henry Johnson, treasurer. There is
a sick benefit of $4 per week and an insurance
of $250, $500 and $1,000.
The Danish Sisterhood, which now has a
membership of 49, was organized November
27, 1899, with 19 members. The first officers
were: President, Anna Hansen; vice-president.
Mrs. H. Rasmussen; secretary, Miss Martha
Geertsen; cashier, Mrs. A. M. Hoien: guide.
Miss Lizzie Larmsen. The present officers are:
President, Miss L izzie Sorensen: vice-president, Mrs. R. Rasmussen; ex-president, Mrs.
H. Rasmussen; secretary, Mrs. P. Christensen; cashier, Miss Martha Geertsen; guide,
Mrs. A. Damm. There is a sick benefit of $3
per week and an insurance of $500.
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Waterloo is the principal interior city in
the northern half of Iowa, the county seat of
Black Hawk County-sit uated on both sides
of the Cedar River-a beautiful location for
a beautiful city. The first comers called the
spot "Prairie Rapids," the name being a fit
expression of the surrounding s, the timber
handsomely opened out into the rolling prairie
and the river dashing impetuously over its rocky
bottom. The river is about 600 feet in width
at its narrowest point, and the volume of water
is great enough to turn an immense amount
of machinery, which it has been doing from an
early day.
ENTRIES OF LAND IN ORIGINAL PLAT.

In the original plat of Waterloo part of
the following entries of land were embraced:
George Vv. Hanna entered lots 1. 2. and 3,

section 26, township 89, range 13, September
15, 1848.
Horatio W. Sanford entered the west half
of the northeast quarter, section 26, township
89, range 13, December 3, 1852, and sold the
same to Charles Mullan May 2, 1853.
Joshua Sanborn entered lots 1 and 7, section 26, township 89, range 13, in May, 1853,
and sold the same to John H. Brooks in
August, 1853.
James VirdeQ entered the northeast quarter of the southeast quarter, section 23, township 89, range 13, August 2, 1852, and the
southeast quarter of the northeast quarter,
section 23, township 89, range 13, January 10,
1853.
George Plaisted entered the southwest
quarter, section 24, township 89, range 13,
December 30, 1852, and sold the same to Benjamin M. Cooley, January 7, 1854.
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Isaac Carr entered lots 3 and 4 in section 25, township 89, range 13, May 3, 1852,
and assigned the certificate to Jonathan R.
Pratt, June 4, 1853.
The original plat contained on the West
side all of lots 1, 2 and 3, belonging to Hanna,
part of section 26, belonging to Mullan and
part of Lewis Hallock's land.
On the East Side the plat included the
southwest part of James Virden's, all of Pratt's
lots 3 and 4 in section 25, and part of Cooley's.
There were sales of lots as early as September 5, 1853. There is on record a deed
from George W. Hanna and wife, conveying
to William Young and Jonathan Kreitzel filed
for record September 5, 1853, two lots ( 1 and
2) in block 5, and lot 1, in block 2, in the town
The acknowledgements of
of Waterloo.
Charles Mullan and wife, George W. Hanna
and wife and John H. Brooks and wife to the
correctness of the plat were made in December,
1853, but though there was no record of this
plat made at the time, it is fair to presume that
Waterloo may properly be dated from January 1, 1854.
The plat was filed for record on the 5th of
June, 1854. On the margin of the entry is
the following note by the county recorder:
"The following plat of Waterloo was acknowledged on three different plats: The plat
which .Charles Mullan, G. W. Hanna and J. H.
Brooks acknowledged contained only the part
west of the river and on their Janel and that of
Lewis Hallock.
"Those acknowledged by Jan-.es Virden,
Lewis Hallock,' J. R. Pratt, and B. M. Cooley,

included both sides of the river, and differed
from the other also, in having Fourth street
on the West Side terminate at the southeast
corner of Mill square.
"The lines in black around Mill square are
copied according to the plat having the signatures of G. W. Hanna, Charles Mullan and J.
H. Brooks."
The county records were moved to this
county in August, 1853. Prior to that time
they had been kept at Independence. There is
no means at hand by which to determine whether or not the Hanna-Mullan-Brooks plat,
which is one of the three plats embodied in
the one given, was recorded while the records
were kept in Buchanan County. The probabilities are that it was not.
It was a fortunate circumstance to the future
of Waterloo that the men who made that combination plat were sensible enough to make
one instead of two towns here. It is clearly
observable in the history of this city that at
every crucial period there were men present
able to direct events to the general interest
of the place.
At the time of filing the original plat, June
S, 1854, there were, according to the best information obtainable, 17 houses of all sorts in
Waterloo.
EARLY ARRIVALS.

Samuel Lanfear May came here early in
the spring of 1853. There were eight in the
family,-the parents and six children. They
lived in a log cabin on the ground now occupied
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by the old gas plant, renting it from Adam
Shigley. Mr. May established a ferry across
the river near this point during that summer,
building the boat himself. Mrs. Hawver, widow of the late George Hawver, and daughter
of S. L. May, now living on Mullan avenue,
East Side, remembers well playing about the
boat when her father was at work on it.
The same season Adam Shigley erected a
story and a half log building which was opened
as a hotel and boarding house by Seth Lake,
who had rented or purchased the ferry o f Mr.
May.
In the fall of the same year, 1853, Solomon
Ayers bought a building which two brothers
named Emerson had started on the ground now
occupied by the Central House, and oompleted
it, and during the winter kept it as a tavern and
boarding house.
J. H. Hubbard ca.me here in the fall of
1853. It was a fortunate thing for the people
of this county that J. H. Hubbard cast his lot
with us, as has been shown in the chapter on
the railroads.
Another family o f Hubbards came in the
same year,-John R. Hub~bard. wife and two
children. He died May 1, 1854. His widow
is still living and his son, John H., both in Waterloo.
In the S. L. May family there were six
children; two of them stil reside here,-Mrs.
Emmet Blowers and Mrs. George Hawver.
Guy R. Benight, wife and seven children
came the same year. One of the daughters,
11rs. Hewitt, is still living and resides on a
farm a few miles southeast of the city.
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James Eggers came in 1853. In addition
to these there were here in the fall of that year
the families of George W . Hanna and Charles
Mullan and James Virden, who had no family.
It is fairly reasonable to say that these people were all in Waterloo in the fall of 1853 and
spent the winter here. It is certain that there
were quite a number of others whose names
cannot be recalled by the comers of that date
who still live and have their homes here, because it is agreed on all hands that the two
taverns and places where boarders were kept
were continuously full of guests.
SOME FIRST EVENTS.

The first child born in Waterloo was William Mullan, son of Charles Mullan and wife.
Rev. Mr. Collins; a Methodist, did the first
missionary work at this place. The services
were held in the home of Mr. and Mrs. Charles
Mullan.
Dr. McKinley was the first doctor to locate
in Waterloo. He came in 1853.
The first school house in Waterloo was a
log building l 6 by 22, located on Jefferson
street, in 1853.
The first school on the East Side was
taught by E. 0. Hardy in the winter of 185455, in the house then occupied by Myron Smith,
who built it in 1854 and which stood on the
corner of Fifth and Water streets on the site
at one time since occupied by the Key City
House.
The first school house erected on the East
Side was a Grout building on Eighth and Sycamore streets.
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The first church building erected in Waterloo was by the Presbyterians, who, commencing it in 1853, finished it in 1854. It was
purchased by the Baptists and has been occupied by them ever since, though at various
times changed, improved and enlarged.
The first lawyer in Waterloo was John
Randall, who came in 1854, afterward County
judge, of fragrant memory in that capacity.
The first hotel in Waterloo was erected in·
1853 and kept by Seth Lake. It was a one
and one-half story, 16 by 24 feet log house
and stood on Third street not far from the river
on the West Side.
The first hotel on the East Side was erected
by Samuel L. May and stood on the corner
of Fourth street where the Bitner drug store
stands. It was a frame building.
The first Fourth of July celebration was
held in an arbor erected for the purpose on
Mill square. The Declaration of Independence
was read, there were toasts and responses and
speeches by two prominent citizens,-John Virden and John H. Brooks.
The first store in Waterloo was opened
by Nelson Fancher in 1853, in a log cabin
near the present residence of G. R. Crittenden.
The first ferry in Waterloo was established
by Samuel L. May in 1853. He built the boat
himself. He sold it to Seth Lake.
The first dam, built of logs and brush, was
put in by James Eggers in 1855, at which time
he also erected a saw-mill.
The first flouring mill was erected by G.
W . Couch and others in 1856, and was put in
operation early in 1857.

The first mill of any kind in Waterloo was
a sawmill run by horsepower. This was put
in in 1853 and stood in the rear of what is now
Snowden's block.
William and E. Mears erected a sawmill
on the East Side in 1855, and in 1857 added
a second story and put in a grist-mill.
The first bank was opened by A. P. Hosford and Edmund Miller in 1854. They did
business at first in a corner of B. J. Capwell's
store,-a log building of modest proportions,
standing where the West Side Engine House
now stands.
The first bank on the East Side was opened
by C. A. Farewell in 1867, on the corner
now occupied by the first National Bank.
The first foot bridge was built in 1858 at
Fifth stret, at which time there was a considerable island in the river.
The first wagon bridge across the Cedar
here was built by subscription in 1859. About
$4,000 was subscribed and the question arose
who would take the subscription and build the
bridge. There were no takers. G. W. Couch,
who had subscribed $1,500, finally took the
job and, as many never paid, Couch almost
built the bridge himself.
The first railroad train arrived in the city
March I 1, 1861, over the Illinois Central.
That was the first regular train. The construction train had been here before.
The first movement for the incorporation
of Waterloo was made in 1854. On petition
the County Court ordered an election to be
held Monday, November 13. The election was
held and at the December term the court cer-
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tified that a majority of the votes had been cast
for incorporation. Another election was called
for January 13, 1855, for the purpose of choosing three commissioners,-three persons to
draft articles of incorporation. The election
was held and the commissioners elected, but it
was afterward discovered that there were irregularities in the proceedings, and nothing
came of the movement.
The Post Office was first established in 'vVaterloo in the spring of 1851, and Charles Mullan appointed rostmaster. The office was
kept in a small box in his house.
The town was first surveyed and platted in
the late summer of 1853 by George Vv. Hanna,
Charles Mullan and G. W. Brooks, and was
all on the West Side. It included a portion
of Lewis Hallock's land.
The first store on the East Side was a stock
of goods put into a small cabin on the corner of
Third and Water strets by George W. Brooks
and James Virden.
The first newspaper published in Waterloo
was the Iowa State Register and 1iVa1terloo
Herald, December, 1855, vVilliam Haddock,
editor and proprietor. It was discontinued tn
1859.
The first Democratic convention held m
\1/aterloo was that of November 29, 1855,
George Ordway, chairman, and S. P. Brainard,
secretary. Among those present were W. H.
McClure, Colonel McClure, now, as then, of
Cedar Falls, and Benjamin Winsett.
The first heart-rending casualty occurring
in Waterloo was the drowning of Melissa L.
Corson, r6 years old, and Ellen Case; about
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the same age, June 29, 1858. In company with
William Fiske the girls atempted to cross the
river in a boat. The water was high and the
current swift. Fiske was not using the oars
and was warned from the bank that unless
they were careful they would be swept on the
island, a piece of land then near the east side
of the river, since washed out. The warning
was too late. The boat struck an obstruction
at the point of the island, and was
capsized. The girs were drowned but the
young man escaped. Sometime afterward their
bodies were found in the timber on land now
owned by John Owens, and in a decayed condition.
The first deposit of county funds in a Waterloo bank was a surplus of $1,200, which
was deposited with Hosford & Miller, April
9, 1855, by the treasurer on authority of the
County Court, ample security being given.
Nothing was said about interest, and as three
per cent a month and higher was the ruling
rate, the bankers had a pretty good thing, as in
the nature of things, more was to follow.
The first Methodists in Waterloo were
George W. Hanna, Mrs. Charles Mullan and
James Virden.
The first State agent to sell liquor in Waterloo was John M. Harper, appoin~ed June
30, 1855.
THE FIRST IMPROVEMENTS AND GROWTH OF
THE TOWN.

The first distinctive movement made in the
way of improvements further than those which
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were made to shelter heads, and which indicated an ambition to make the best of the rare opportunitie s afforded, was made by George W.
Hanna, who, on the 5th day of April, 1854,
executed to James Eggers his bond for a deed
to the Mill square in considera tion of $1.00
to be paid him when the said Eggers should
have built a dam across the Cedar River, and
erected a sawmill, when the said Hanna bound
himself to deed to Eggers the Mill square on
payment of $1.00.
June 20 the County Court granted James
Eggers permission to build a dam across the
Cedar River. The record is that he built a
brush and log clam in three weeks, raising the
water two feet.
That old brush and log clam, at various
times repaired and improved, is stiH in the
river 't hough not visible in ordinary water because of the present clam which is much higher. That old clam is still there or was a few
years since when, during very low water,
George P. Beck, Sr., walked across the river
on it.
Eggers at this time built the sawmill. The
saw was a perpendic ular old style saw ancl
moved at a moderate rate. It was better perhaps than the horse-pow er mill S. L. May was
running and which it was intended to supplant.
But it was too slow for the people who wanted
lumber and yet logs were hauled to it from the
Big \Voods and from away over in Grundy
County from the Iowa River. Later on in the
spring of 1855. the mill property fell into the
hands of Chase, Hosford, Edmund Miller and
J ohn and Timothy Elwell, who put in a rotary

saw, which was a valuable improvem ent and a
great convenience to the incoming settlers.
In the spring of 1854 Ayers sold his tavern,
a log building situated where the Central House
now stands, to Henry Sherman, who opened
it as a hotel. The tide of immigrati on was
setting this way; setting westward generally,
the country over. The eyes of the more ambitious and enterprisi ng of the youth of the
East were opening to the opportuni ties for
making homes and for personal advancem ent
in the boundless West. Iowa was receiving
more than her full share of considerat ion. The
staff correspon dent of such papers as the New
Yark Tribune, then by far the most widely
circulated newspape r on the continent, made
their columns teem with glowing descriptions
of the beauties of the country and the surpassing richness of lowa soil. The heart of the
young manhood of the East was aflame with
the pictures painted, and by the thousands they
hastened to Iowa. The Cedar Valley, the
choicest of all its spots naturally drew largely
Waterloo and vicinity
of the homeseekers.
were not overlooke d, and every place that
would shelter a head and provide a bite to eat
was crowded with incoming settlers. The
cabin taverns were too small, and Henry Sherman in the fall of that year built an imposing
story and a half, 25 by 50 foot, hame addition
to the building he had purchased of Ayers.
That frame addition is now the kitchen part
of the Central House.
It may seem to some, at this time. that it is
straining a point to make so much of the erection of a building no larger than Sherman' s
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addition to this hotel. But it was larger in
proportion to the population and wealth of the
village, than any hotel in Waterloo is to-day.
And farther, it indicates, to an extent, the
rapidity with which the country was filling up
with people, and the village was growing.
In the spring of 1854 S. L. May built a
hotel on the corner of Sycamore and Fourth
streets, where the Bitner drug store now stands.
It was a modest frame building, i,6 by 20 feet,
and a wing 12 by 16 feet, both one and a half
stories high, with a long one-story annex at
the rear. The center of this room was used for
a dining room, and there was a bedroom at each
end. Mr. May kept this hotel until his death,
which occurred in the autumn of 1855. Job
Engle succeeded him, and in a short time his
son, John C. Engle, took charge, who, in time,
was succeeded by Asa Shinn. Shinn continued to run the hotel until purchased by M. L.
Burnham. Burnham moved the building to
the rear of the lot. The late A. T. Lane, at
one time a leading spirit in the business life of
\i\T aterloo, lived in the house when he first came
here. Subsequently the house \\"as mO\·ecl far
up on Sycamore street where it still stands and
is occupied.
The year 1854 brought a good many fine
business men to Waterloo. Some of them are
here yet; more have passed to the beyond.
Amorig those who came that year and entered
actively into business were A. P. Hosford and
Edmund Miller, who opened the first bank in
\i\Taterloo. For a time Edmund Miller had a
desk in one corner of the store of B. J. Capwell,
kept in a small log house. Miller was at the

time largely engaged in entering lands for himself and others. A little later they put up a
16 by 24 foot, one-story frame building on
the south side of Commercial street where
Hoxie & Woodbury's billiard hall now is. Both
the men were money makers, had a combined
capital, according to the best accounts, of
$12,000, and accumulated wealth rapidly.
B. J. Capwell came the same year, and as
above ~tated, kept a store. His log building
stood where the West Side engine house now
stands. The room was small, but Mr. Capwell
kept a large stock. It is said that he often had
goods piled up all around his store when too
full to admit more. He was a man of business
and early found his quarters too small and
erected a two-story stone building, 20 by 50
feet, in 1855. The first floor was occupied as
a store and the second floor was used as a hall.
It was the popular place of assemblage for
religious and revival meetings, sociables, political meetings, dancing parties and for meetings
for business and pleasure of all kinds. It was
as large a building for the time and the town
as is the Russell-Lamson Block for the city
to-day, so it is claimed.
Henry Sherman, John Brooks and Hub
Lake built a sawmill at the point where the Ice
& Fuel Company's plant now stands, in 1856.
It was a portable circular saw, and at the time
was thought to be a big thing.
Hosford & Miller in 1856 built a sawmill
on ground just above that on which the Rock
Island freight depot now stands and put in a
circular saw. They sold later to M. H. Moore,
who came in that year.
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Guy Benight built a stone block 20 by 80
feet, two stories, in 1856 on the corner where
the Russell-Lamson Block now stands. Samuel Deaner had the contract. It was one of
the big things of the time and Benight filled it
with one of the finest stocks of goods in the
West.
Sullivan Day built the brick block on the
East Side opposite the Post Office, in the same
year. It was 40 by 60 feet, two stories high.
It was occupied by Martin & Whitney with a
It served various
general stock of goods.
purposes and for years was occupied by the
Reporter office.
It was an important improvement, second to no other in the village
of Waterloo.
A man named Bullock put up a planing
mill and sash and door factory on Third street
near where the C. G. W. West Side depot now
stands.
The work done was rather of the
crude order, but answered the purpose for the
time.
William Haddock, in connection with Giles
M. Tinker in the same year ( 1856) built the
brick house now occupied by J. E. Sedgwick.
It was a double house.
Mr. Sedgwick has
improved ,and greatly enlarged it.
Among those who came to Waterloo in
1856 and who are living in Waterloo at this
titme are: Mrs. D. G. Ellis, Mrs. Harriet Cobb,
Samuel Smith, Mrs. Frederick Craft, Mrs.
Alice Caffall, Mrs. E. K. Gurnsey, Mrs. Mercy
Lawless, W. S. Cobb, C. B. Stilson and H. D.
Williams.
All of these survivors of the comers of 1856
have been active workers in their several lines

in the interest of Waterloo. H. D. Williams
was for many years clerk of the courts and as
efficient a one as ever held the post. He is the
head member of the florist firm of H. D. Williams & Company, and a man universally respected. C. B. Stilson was county recorder
for many years and has been a member of the
East Side School Board for several years.
He, with his son, Will, are among the leading
real estate firms of the city. George R. Crittenden still holds his residence here, but 1s
doing business in Minneapolis.
Sylvester Bagg and H. B. Allen came in
1856 and soon after entered into a law partnership. Bagg was for years judge of the District Court. He died a few years since. Mr.
Allen was one of the best business men in the
city, and amassed in his profession and general
business a large fortune.
He still has important interests here, but the past year took
up his residence in California.
The Court House was completed and on the
7th of May, 1857, was occupied by the county
officials.
It was a fairly respectable Court
House; large enough for the time, and the
offices were a great improvement upon any
which the county officials had previously occupied.
It was a day of rejoicing by them,
whatever may have been the feeling of the
public towards the builders. It answered the
purpose for which it was designed very well, .
with some small changes and the enlargement
of the vaults, until the new one was completed
and occupied in 1902.
E. and W. Mears added a second story to
their sawmill on the East Side and put a grist-
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It was a rather
mill in the second story.
crude affair but had its uses and was a beginning in the right direction.
A man named Chase ran a sawmill on the
West Side in the old frame building which
The Daniel-Nauman Company subsequently
occupied as a planing mill and sash and door
factory and which still stands just above the
Y. M. C. A. Building, in 1856. The water
power was furnished by Hosford & Miller.
Chase had a machine shop in the second story
and adjoining the building he had a foundry;
at the time it was a considerable enterprise and
gave employment to ro or 12 men.
This year ( 1857) was a dull one in Waterloo. Practically nothing was done ·in the way
of building improvements. There was a very
slight addition to the population. In the popular language of the period, times were hard.
It was the year when the wild cat banks, which
had manufactured paper dollars until they were
as thick as leaves in a forest, came to grief.
The system upon which these banks was based
and upon which the product of their paper
dollar mills was floated, was the confidence of
a gullible public. Sometimes a firm of so-called
bankers located in one of the larger of the
Western towns, would have two, three, four or
more banks in different sections, like one Cedar
Rapids firm had banks of issue in that town,
at Cedar Falls, Sioux Oty, Florence (Nebraska) and we can not now recall how many
other places. They banked on the confidence
of the people, not on the capital they had.
People thought themselves rich because they
had their pockets full of these paper dollars11

promises to pay. They lived accordingly,
speculated accordingly and were jubilant and
enthusiastic accordingly. They bought lavishly and went in debt freely under the delusion
that these paper promises to pay were money.
The crash came, the bubble burst, the balloon
was pricked. Gold or silver would pay debts,
and nothing else would. There was little of
The paper money was
these commodities.
still plenty but it was of no value.
Waterloo was like other Wes tern towns
and the people were in the depths, while, a short
time before, they had been soaring above the
clouds. This condition of affairs practically
stopped improvements in the West and here as
well as elsewhere. So far as ascertainable by
those still living here, very few new people
came and no building was done.
One man among those who came in 1857,
who still lives here and who has cut a figure
in the life and growth of the place, is A. J.
Edwards. He came here a green boy with no
other resources than his good habits, energy
and pluck, which is capital enough for any
young man. He made them count, has filled
important official positions, including that of
clerk of courts, which he held for years. He
has been and is prominent in business, social
and church affairs; is a successful practicing
lawyer and general business man and he and
Mrs. Edwards have raised a family of six children of whom any parents might well be
proud.
Besides Mr. Edwards there are of those
who came in 1857: G. H. Eastman, Ida F.
Mitchell, A. McFarlane and Edwin Mesick.
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These have all figured in the business,
church and social life of 'vVaterloo. Mr. McFarlane has been and still is an active agent in
building.
Mr. Mesick for years has been a pillar of
strength in the Courier office, active . in other
lines of· business and in church work. He is
one of the largest stockholders in the Courier
Company.
The year 1858 was the year of high water.
It was pre-emine'ntly the rainy season in Iowa
history. There have been no floods of equal
volume since. The water covered the face of
the earth, almost. Sloughs became as swollen
creeks; creeks swelled to the proportions of
large rivers at usual flood times, and rivers
paid no regard to banks. . Communication between towns was almost impossible, and business was at a standstill. The continuous rains
made farming difficult and that interest was
greatly depressed. reacting on the waterNothing was doing and
soaked towns.
strangers in the village were few. Adding to
these discouraging conditions the financial depression, and remembering that this was a new
county, that the people were in debt and that
there was no money, and the reader can judge
what the chances for the town to grow were.
And it did not grow. Most people here were
satisfied to live.
The high water, however served one good
purpose, or at any rate it was made use of to
good purpose, under the difficulties which it
had created in land transportation. A small
steamboat of about mo tons burden arrived
here from Cedar Rapids, October 8, 1858. This

was taken as a forerunner of reguJar nver
traffic between the t,vo points. J. J. Snouffer,
Watrous and W . W. Smith, all of Cedc'.l.r
Rapids, were the owners of the boat, J. J.
Snouffer, captain, and Smith was clerk. The
boat was received with loud and long rejoicing.
The people were wild with excitement and
their demonstrations of joy took form in running up flags, firing salutes and in vociferous
yelling.
The captain and his crew were
treated with the greatest consideration, and in
the evening Captain Snouffer and his officers
were tendered a banquet at which the best the
country afforded in eatables and drinkables
was served; speeches, toasts and responses
aflame with coming glories of the two embryo
cities were heard amidst deafening applause.
People felt good that the mud could no longer
keep all bulky articles, salt, sugar and the like,
at the exorbitant figures then prevailing. G.
'vV. Couch at once established a forwarding and
commission house and there was in many
lines of business a readjustment to take advantage of the new conditions. People thinking,
took it for granted that river navigation between the two points was to become a permanent thing, and probably it was this belief
which so filled the hearts of the people with
Joy. They did not stop to reflect that such a
stage of water in the Cedar River was the rare
exception. That they had an idea of this kind
is seen in the action of prominent men of the
village in securing official recognition of the
Cedar as a navigable river as far up as Dry
Run, thi s side of Cedar Falls. The owners of
the boat spent considerable money in repairs
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and improvements on the boat during that year,
making it ready for the spring trade of 1859.
In this all parties were mistaken. The boat
made three trips during 1858, and was really
a great accommodation to this section.
It
made one trip in 1859. In a second trip they
reached as far as Gilbertsville. There the
freight was unloaclecl and brought by wagon to
vVaterloo.
Early in the year a foot bridge was put in
at Fifth street, that being where the island,
then existing, was the widest.
This bridge
answered the purpose but for a short time. It
\\'as carried out by the floods the same season.
A steam ferry was put in by Seth Lake, who
O\\'necl the ferry above the clam. The steam
ferry consisted of a small engine placecl on the
boat which Lake was using and which, held
by a cable, was carried by the current to and
fro across the river. the head end always being
adjusted to head slanting up stream . The
steam ferry lasted but a few months. lt broke
the cable a couple of times and went over the
clam and was taken back through a breach in
the clam on the east side of the river. Then it
\\'ent over a third time. E. A. Raymond, with
a team, was on the boat and a woman was a
pas?enger. John Hubbard was clown in the
hold running the engine. The water was very
high and the boat went over so smoothly that
nobody was hurt, nor even got wet. In some
,my the little engine got detached from the
boat. nearly opposite where Snowclen·s Block
now stands. It was left there. No one seems
to remember when or by whom it was taken
out of the ri\·er. The steam ferry had a brief
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and checkered existence, but fortunately there
were no casualties connected with it.
On September 28, 1858, the District Court
first convened for business in the then new
Court House, Judge T. S. Wilson presiding.
Early in 1859 the people awoke to the
necessity of a bridge across the Cedar River.
The fording was rough and the ferries were
slow.
Couch's flouring mill had been completed the year previous. It was the farthest
mill west in this latitude and there were none
for a hundred or more miles north and not
one. in any direction nearer than Cedar Rapids.
It was certain that people would be pouring in
from all directions to bring their grain to this
mill.
Better communication than that afforded by the ferries was a necessity, as viewed
by th~ leading spirits in business. To this end
a meeting was held February 23 in Capwell's
Hall, when G. W. Couch, Sullivan Day and L.
A. Cobb were appointed trustees to look after
the bridge interest and have charge of the
bridge fund. These trustees were required to
give bonds for the security of the fund. The
bridge was to be a free bridge and to be built
by subscription.
There had been an effort
made in this line in 1856-57 and a fund of
$4,000 subscribed for the purpose. It is not
known whether or not any of those subscriptions were available in this new effort; probably not. The work had to be done anew; and
it was clone.
rf.he reason for the failure to
build in the first instance is in the dark. The
probabilities are that the tightening up of
money which preceded the crash of 1857 had
something to do with it. But now a flouring
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mill was built, and a bridge was a necessity if
it were to serve all the purposes for which it
Here, it may be rioted, how
was intended.
directly one enterprise begets and is allied to
others and how widely the resulting benefits
extend including many people and interests
miles and miles away. The mill was a great
tl1ing for the time and the country, and the
bridge supplemented its advantages.
A subscription of $4,000 was secured. No
one appeared anxious to take the subscriptions
as consideration for building the bridge. G.
W. Couch was more interested in the bridge
than any other man, as he owned the mill and
had the largest subscription-$1,500 ; and,
rather than see it fail, he took the contract and
built it. Many of the subscriptions were never
paid, and a, large part of those which were
were paid in work. Bodies of men were at
work in the timber up the river cutting and
rafting clown logs for the piers which were
log pens, ballasted with rock. Charles Mullan,
who owned the land where the Sans Souci
summer resort is located, donated the timber
and the citizens would make cutting bees and
cut and raft the logs clown the river which,
when not used for the piers, were sawed into
lumber for the bridge. The whole structure
was made of native timber. The large and long
timbers were drawn from the Big Woods. A
man named Cleveland, who was in close association with G. W. Couch, and who had superintended the building of the flouring mill and
other of Couch's buildings, superintended the
construction of the bridge. The bridge was
finished in the autumn. The work had been a

tedious one, nearly everybody had taken some
hand in it, and the completion was accepted
without demonstration of any kind.
GENERAL NOTES AND IMPORTANT EVENTS.

Agitation for waterworks in the city of
'Waterloo was begun in 1885. The City Council considered the matter and the result was
the grant of a franchise to a St. Louis company
and the work was begun in 1886.
One of the most fearful tragedies in the
history of Black Hawk County was enacted at
Cedar Falls, January 12, 1887, when W. 0.
Crosby deliberately shot his wife and then
turned the weapon upon himself, ending his
own existence.
The free carrier delivery system was established in Waterloo July I, 1887.
William Mundfrom was sentenced to the
penitentiary for life December 29, 1887, for
the murder of Christian Klemme. The crime
was committed in October in Mount Vernon
township. The body of Klemme was found
in a well not far from the house. Mundfrom
was stopping with the Klemmes, being a
nephew of Klemme. One mt>rning Klemme
was m1ss111g. He did not appear for breakfast.
Search was made for him and one of the
Klemme boys was sent to the cornfield to look
for him and saw Mundfrom with a pole fishing
in the well, which was about six feet deep and
full of water. All the time Klemme's boots
were lying- under the table and, as disclosed by
the testimony, no one had noticed them until
Some of the children had
after breakfast.
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heard the door open in the night, and heard a
noise outside which sounded as if some one
wa:; :;plashing corn, and then it stopped. This
witness testified that the door was wide open
and she left it that way when she went back to
oed. In many ways the circumst~nces were
peculiar and Mrs. Kleml'le was indictecl jointly
with Mundfrom for the crime. She was afterIt was disclosed in the
~ards discharged.
of the jury that
satisfaction
the
to
testimony
Mundfrom had killed Klemme while in bedhe did not sleep with his wife ; had not for many
years-and had then taken the body on his
shoulders and carried it out and thrown it in
the well. Mundfrom was convicted and sent
to the penitentiary for life. He became insane,
his delusion being that he was always carrying
the body of Klemme on his shoulders.
A paper mill was built at the lower end of
Waterloo, West Side, in 1888.
Early in January, 1889, Superintendent
Wall, of the water works, announce~ that the
company would drill a number <;>f wells at the
water works to furnish the water for drinking
and culinary purposes. The wells have not been
•
dug at this date (March 7, 1904).
Alex. Anderson, a young Dane working in
the office of the Dannevirke, Cedar Falls, was
drowned in the mill-race at that place June 29,
1890.
Dexter Jones was fatally shot at Cedar Falls
by Deputy Marshal Tom Stringley, August 4,
1890. The difficulty was the outgrowth of
some "original package" business. The shooting created great excitement in that city. The
provocation for the offense seemed to be out .of

proportion to the crime, but the court on the
trial, held that he was justified and the case was
taken from the jury.
The corner-stone of the Presbyterian
Church was laid September 15, 1890.
Matt. Parrott & Sons began the publication of an agricultural paper-Rural Life, in
December, 1890. The paper flourished, but
having their hands full , they disposed of it a
few years later to a large farm journal.
The Odd Fellows' new hall was completed
in 1890.
Henry Weis established a box factory in
Waterloo in 1891. It is now one of the largest
factories of the kind in the West.
The Citizens' Mutual Fire Insurance Company made an assignment February 10, 1891 ,
with liabilities of $30,000.
R. W. Chapman died' in Rochester, New
York, March 7, 1891. He was well known as
one of the early members of the Waterloo Fire
Department.
Confidence men, who buncoed D. G. Ellis
out of a large sum of money August 9, 1890,
were captured at Fayettville, Arkansas, March

27, 1891.
The Waterloo Improvement Syndicate was
formed the forepart of April, 1891.
The Rath Packing Company was organized
the same month with a capital of $25,000 wth
A. C. Bratnober as president; C. F. Fowler, as
vice-president, and Ed. Rath as secretary.
Work on the brick pavement on East
Fourth street by Henry Besler was begun September . 1, 1891. Pavement was laid from the
bridge to Franklin street, and the cost was
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$2.15 per square yard and the curbing 50 cents
per lineal foot. The second contract cover,ed
the paving of Lafayette street from Fifth street
to Park avenue. This was the first street paving done in the city.
Mrs. F. R. Davis, of Waterloo, was fatally
burned by a gasoline stove explosion on Monday, July 19, 1891, and died the following
morning.
Two daughters of A. G. Thompson, Cedar
Falls, were drowned in Cedar River July 25,
1891.
A large meeting was held in the evening of
Febr,uary 3, 1892, in Waterloo to make an organized effort to get the Chicago & Northwestern
Railway to build a branch to Waterloo. Out
in Eagle township and in Tama County the
people had been working to that end and
thought they saw a good show for getting it.
The effort was in vain.
On February 13, 1895, all trains were off
schedule time, the reason being continued
storms and continued cold. Friday night, the
15th, the mercury was 30 degrees below zero.
Thursday the thermometer registered 26 degrees to 28 degrees below at daylight, and at
seven o'clock 25 degrees below.
The Cedar Valley Manufacturing Company
was reorganized in February, 1895, and the
capital stock increased to $50,000.
Jay Stifler, aged nine years, son of L. S.
Stifler, was drowned in the river June 18, 1895.
Paul Behring, a tailor, aged 33 years, was
drowned in the Cedar, June 22, 1895.
January 13, 1896, Williain Groves was
trampled to death by a horse.

A newspaper item, March, 1896:
"Glorious Tidings of Good News. Rapid
Transit line assured for Waterloo March 18.
Beginning of the era of unparalleled prosperity.
The line in the city to Cedar River Park will
be in operation by June 25th. Sale of lots
amounting to $57,000 was successfully consummated by that inspiring and irrepressible
genius, J. H. Rafferty, a man who could talk
the dollars out of any man's pocket without half
trying. Bids for construction of three and a
half miles of electric line in early April amounting to about $6o,ooo. Street car ordinance was
passed by the City Council April 25.
A very very notable event took place, when
the old-fashioned, slow-going horse car made
its last trip through the city of Waterloo. The
Waterloo Street Railway Company was organized in 1885 and continued operating horse
cars until Messrs. Cass and Fosselman with
their new fangled electric ideas got possession
of the concern.
The greatest railroad wreck in the history
of the county occurred on the night of May 28,
1899, on the Burlington, Cedar Rapids and
Northern, now the Rock Island road, three
miles and a half southeast of Waterloo, in
Orange township. The accident was clue to a
washout at a crossing of a little stream called
Sink Creek The railroad culvert which crosses
the stream is of massive blocks of stone which
withstood the flood, but the looser materials
with which the track was ballasted gave way
before the flood, leaving the track unsupported
in places from IO to 1 5 feet long. The rails
and ties held together and there was little to in-
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dicate to the engineer the insecurity of the road
before him. In the darkness the train plunged
over the rails which glistened in the glare of the
headlight ; the engine lurched and the engineer
and fireman jumped, escaping serious injury.
The engine plowed into the mud and the train
of cars piled upon it. The wreck was a sight
to behold. The mail car was tipped about half
over to the right and partly telescoped the baggage car behind, which penetrated it three or
four feet. The rear end of the baggage car
telescoped the smoker behind it to a depth of
15 feet. The rear end of the smoker. had' raised
up and was resting on the roof of the passenger
car which followed it. Behind this were the
two cars which suffered the most severely.
The first was an ordinary passenger coach and
the other a sleeper, and the two had almost
telescoped each other. The roof of the sleeper
had plowed its way through the day coach to
within IO feet of the fmnt end, while the lower
end of the day coach ploweq as far into the
sleeper. Eight people were killed outright and
16 people were seriously injured.
It was a costly wreck to the railroad' company. Heavy damages were claimed by many,
the greater 111,1mber of which were settled without litigation.
One of the heroic acts incident to the wreck
was that of William Schollian, a Waterloo traveling salesman, who, pinned · in the wreck and
suffering intense pain, had a saw brought him
and deliberately sawed off his left arm near the
shoulder in order to release himself. He was
inaccessible to help from others owing to the
weight of the immense pile of wreckage which
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surrounded him. He was otherwise injured
but he recovered and is now on the road and in
good health.
A head-end collision between passenger, and
freight trains occurred on the llllinois Central
road seven miles east of Waterloo, at 2 :40 a.
m., Friday, June 19, 1903. Eleven people were
killed in the wreck, five of them trainmen. The
passengers received but few injuries.
POLITICAL RECORD.

In the spring of 1854 the town of Waterloo
was surveyed and platted, as appears by the
records. At the November term of the County
Court that year, a petition was presented, asking the court to order an election upon the
question of incorporation. The election was
ordered for Monday, the I 3th of November.
At the December term of the same year, it was
certified that a majority of the votes cast were
for incorporation; and another election was ordered on the 13th of January, 1855, for the
purpose of choosing three persons to draft articles of corporation. That is the last entry, but
it is understood that subsequently it was found
that their had been irregularities in the proceedings, and in consequence the matter was
dropped.
After this ineffectual attempt to attain to
the honor of being classed as a city, the matter
was frequently agitated and one or two petitions
were c:ircufated and presented to the County
Court ; but none resulted in a vote until 1868
when, on the 26th of May, a petition signed
by R. A. Whitaker, H.J. Jenney and 38 others

\
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was presented to the court, asking for the incorporation of Waterloo as a city of the second
class, describing the territory designed to be
included ,within .the limits of the corporation
and requesting the court to take requisite step::to order a vote. Whereupon, Judge Daniel VI.
Foote appointed Samuel D. Shaw, P. J. Siberling, W. G. Burbee, Andrew Thompson and
Robert Robinson, commissioners to call an election of the qualified voters to decide upon the
question. On the 29th of May, the Commissioners issued the notice for an election at the
Central House, on Monday, the 22nd day of
June, at which election 679 votes were cast, 372
being in favor of incorporation, and 305
against. The returns being certified, on the
23rd of June it was ordered and decreed by the
court that as a majority of the votes cast had
been in favor of incorporation, and that as the
provisions of the law had been complied with,
the city of Waterloo was duly incorporated as
a city of the second class.
On Monday, July 20, in accordance with a
notice issued by the commissioners, an election
of officers was held resulting as follows :
Mayor, R. A. Whitaker: marshal, S. M. Hoff;
treasurer, C. A. Far\\"ell; solicitor. Lewis
Lichty; clerk, J. S. George; trustees-First
Ward, H. B. Allen and G. Conger; Second
Ward, W, A. Crowther and John Hilferty;
Third Ward, Sullivan Day and F. E. Cutler;
Fourth Ward, R. D. Titcomb and Allen
Spencer.
The first ordinance passed by the new city
council was one fixing the rate of license for
circuses and menageries.

On the first day of March, 1869, the first
regular election of city officers was held, the following being chosen: Mayor, R. A. Whitaker;
marshal, J. P. Evans; treasurer, C. A. Farwell;
solicitor, Lewis Lichty; clerk, Lewis Lichty;
assessor, A. C. Bunnell; trustees-First Ward,
H. W. Jenney and Henry Nauman; Second
Ward, L. C. Barber; Third Ward, F. E. Cutler
and Sullivan Day ; Fourth \Varel, D. E. Champlin and R. D. Titcomb.
The following men have served as mayor of
Waterloo: R. A. Whitaker,, 1868-72; Lewis
Lichty, 1872-76; Matt. Parrott, 1876-80; J. H.
Kuhns, 1880-82; Lewis Lichty, 1882-85; J. H.
Kuhns,, 1885-88; S. H. Hoot, 1888-92; J. M.
Groat, 1892-98; J. W. Krapfel, 1898-1900; and
P. J. Martin, 1900-.
The present city officers are: Mayor, P. J.
Martin; marshal, 0. H. Simmerling; treasurer,
F. J. Eighmey; assessor, J. H. Kuhns; solicitor, C. H. Schultz; street commissioner, East
Side, George W. Hafar,; street commissioner,
West Side, J. F . Klingaman; councilmenFirst Ward, J. E . Sedgwick and Claus Jung;
Second Ward, James Byrnes and F. Kramer;
Third Ward, \V. R. French and F. M. Fry;
Fourth Ward, W. L. Illingworth and George
F. Dunham; city engineer, C. F. \,Vilson; health
officer, G. J. Mack.
THE GOVE RNMENT BUILDING.

The Fifty-sixth Congress at its second session appropriated $150.000 for a government
building at Waterloo. The appropriation was
an unusually large one for a city of 16,000
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people and was secured mainly through the exertions of Hon. David B. Henderson, then
Speaker of the House and the Representative
of this the Third Congressional District of
Iowa. The building is already begun and will
be erected during the season of 1904-05, to be
finished' by July 1, 1905.
The dimensions are to be 7ox90 feet, foundation of br.ick, mounted with a five foot wall,
above the level, of Georgia granite. Above this
are to be two stories of white Vermont marble.
The architectural designs followed are those
adopted for the more beautiful and artistic public buildings in cities of medium size throughout the country.
It is designed for a Post Office and such
other uses as the government may find for it.
THE SYNODICAL PRESBYTERIAN HOSPITAL.

The need of a public hospital had long been
felt in Waterloo, and many efforts had been
made to secur,e one. The trouble was in a
division of sentiment as to what school of physicians should have charge. At last good influences and common sense prevailed and a scheme
was adopted which met with general approval.
The proposition was made to place the hospital
under the charge of the Presbyterian Synod of
Iowa.
On May I, 1903, was held a meeting in the
Y. M. C. A. Hall at which W. W. Miller presided and J. R. Vaughan acted as secretary.
Dr. Crouse was called on to state the object
of the meeting. He stated that there was already subscribed $20,000. A committee was
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appointed to continue the canvass and make arrangements for the purchase of a site for the
building. Dr. Crouse said that the Presbyterian Synod had appointed a committee consisting of Rev. Sarriuel Callen, W. W. Miller, W.
V./. Marsh, James Black, Dr. D. W. Crouse,
all of Waterloo, to act with a number of citizens to be appointed by the meeting. J. T.
Coolidge, A. H. Frank, Court F. Fowler, J. E.
Sedgwick and W. E. Johnson were added to the
committee. A committee on building and furnishing and one on drawing up articles of incorporation were also appointed.
Articles of incorporation of the "Synodical
Presbyterian Hospital Association of Waterloo" were filed, dating its existence from May I,
1903. The articles of incorporation declare the
purpose and business of the association to be
to maintain a general hospital, for the care of
sick and disabled persons whether in indigent
circumstances Oli otherwise; to be always a
general hospital, free from the rule or control
of any one school of physicians; charitable in
its purpose, open to the patients of all reputable,
legally qualified physicians.
A site for the hospital was secured on a
sightly elevation in the southwestern part of
the city with ample grounds, and work on the
structure was begun at once.
There is what is called the administration
building, 42 by 40 feet, divided into two rooms
by a corridor IO by 22 feet ; a south wing 38
by 69 feet and another corridor IO by I 8 feet
connecting the main building with the engine
The
room. This is the ground floor size.
basehigh
with
high,
building is three stories
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ment, in which are the dining room and kitchen.
There is a beautiful children's room, two rooms
for non-paying patients, and accommodatio ns
for 35 or 40 patients in all.
The stately site, the style of architecture and
the delightful surroundings give the hospital
an impressive if not an imposing appearance.
Others did much, but to Dr. D. W. Crouse
is the city indebted more than to any other for
the hospital. J. T. Coolidge was the most liberal contributor, his gift being $5,000.

mg to several hundred volumes, were turned
over to the new institution. This library was
divided into two sections, one on either side
of the river for the greater convenience of the
patrons.
THE CARNEGIE LIBRARIES.

Three years since, Andrew Carnegie donated $25,000 for a library building in Waterloo, the citizens to furnish the site. Difficulty
ar,ose over the matter of location, each side of
THE WATERLOO LIBRARY ASSOCIATION
the river wanting the building, and no citizen
or company of citizens of either side offering to
Was organ zed November I 8, I 86 5, and the provide a site. The proposition to locate in
first officers elected December 4 were : George Lincoln Park on the East Side, which would
W. Couch, president; R. A. Whitaker, vice- have cost the city nothing, aroused opposition
president; James W. Logan, secretary; A. T. from those facing it for they argued it in a
Lusch, treasurer; Dr. A. B. Mason, librarian. measure as a private premise, so this with the
The library was first opened in Dr. Mason's general opposition on the part of the West Side,
office. He was succeeded by D. W. Foote, as defeated the proposition. An effort was made
librarian; afterward, Henry Harrison and Dr. to comprqmise the differences between the two
Williams acted, for short terms, in that capac- sides of the river by locating the library in the
ity. Then the library fell into disuse, and the middle of the Cedar River approachable from
books became scattered. About 1878, , the so- the Fourth Street Bridge. Engineers prociety was revived, the library was kept at the nounced the project feasible and there were
Opera House and during almost the entire time those who regarded it as an ideal location.
that has intervened since then Mrs. J.M. Brain- Much talk and a great amount of newspaper,
ard, the present librarian of Division B, was space was wasted in the discussion of this matthe librarian in charge.
ter, all of which came to naught.
From that date until five years ago when
The situation was laid before Mr. Carnegie,
by a vote of the people a public tax was levied and with a consideration not deserved by Watfor the support of the library, the subscription erloo he increased his bequest to $40,000, thus
libn> -y was maintained.
allowing for a $20,000 building on each side
When the public library was established, all of the river. Then the matter of locating sites
the books in the subscription library, amount- and securing them again came up. There was
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no one to donate a site, and the City Council
did not feel justified in levying a tax for the
purpose of securing a fund for the purchase.
There remained but two alternatives, either to
sacrifice the gift or to locate the buildings, one
in each of the two city parks which would' give
each side of the river a building. The consent
of the park commissioners, C. F. Fowler, Herbert Reed and - - - Byrnes, was secured, two
for, Fowler against. This done, the City Council promptly located the buildings in the parks,
in the face of much opposition. There has been
talk of injunction proceedings restraining the
authorities from using the parks for such purposes, but the general feeling is that the gift
will be accepted and the Carnegie libraries
built.
THE FIELD S~MIN ARY.

The first seminary for girls established m
this section of Iowa was the Field Seminary,
opened in Waterloo in 1860. Misses Anna and
Elizabeth Field came here from Ithaca, New
York, in 1859. Miss Anna Field was a graduate of Mount Holyoke Seminary, which was
especially strong at that time. There she obtained not only a solid foundation for an education, but she was also well grounded in lofty
and unselfish ambition. These ladies opened a
seminary for girls in 1860 in a building situated
on the corner of Fourth and Bluff streets which
they occupied until some time in 1862, when
they purchased of Charles Mullan three and
one-half acres of land which had been entered.
On this land they erected that year a brick

I
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building designed especially for their school.
It was situated on what is now Park avenue,
near Courtland street. The building was 40
by 40 feet, two stories in height wth an extension 28 by 36, two stories high.
In the early years, there were students from
different parts of the State but as the general
school privileges improved the attendance became principally all from Black Hawk County.
Many prominent women now scattered over
the county received their education in this institution.
The school was closed in 1894. For the
greater par,t of the time it was runnng, the
average attendance was about 60, though at
times there were as many as 80 stttdents enrolled.
The Misses Field did a great work for education in the early days of the county, anci' it
was largely a labor of love. They lived to do
good and help others rather than to make
money, and their old students living in other
States never return to Waterloo without seeking them out to show the warm interest they
feel in them. Miss Anna Field was principal
of the school, Miss Elizabeth being one of the
teachers. Both ladies are still living. In a
comfortable home of their own with all modern
conveniences, and surrounded by loving friends,
they are enjoying a happy old age.
THE

WATERLOO

CHAUTAUQUA

ASSOCIATION.

Was organized in 1892 and has held an annual
assembly every year since. It was promoted by
the Cedar River Park Association but was sepa-
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rate from it. Some of the finest lecture talent
THE WATERLOO COMMERCIAL COLLEGE.
in the country has every year contributed to the
interest of the assembly. Noted travelers, eduIn .1884 T. Tobin started the \iVaterloo
cators and political orators, foreigners as well Commercial College in Russell's Hall, now ocas American citizens, have appeared upon the cupied by the G. A. R. In 1885 he erected a
Chautauqua rostrum annually while high class building* on the corner of Fifth and Jefferson
musical talent and other popular, entertainers streets. While in process of erection, the buildhave added to the interest.
ing was blown clown by a storm, but it was
0. J. Fullerton was for the first three years completed during the season and occupied at
superintendent. He was followed by F. J. Ses- the fall term of school. Beck & Nauman were
sions, who held the position until this season the contractors and Mr. Tobin suffered no loss
when, having accepted the position of superin- from the elemental visitation. Mr. Tobin contendent of the Iowa educational exhibit at St. ducted the school until 1890. In the meantime,
Louis, he was compelled to resign.
vV. H. Barrett started a commercial school
The Chautauqua has drawn large crowds over the Frank clothing store, then a different
to the city of Waterloo. The park grounds building from now. This was in 1886. In
are located on the east side of the Cedar River 1890 A. F. Harvey bought out Mr,. Barrett a:ncl
about a mile and' a half above the city. The ran the school two years when, in connection
grounds embrace 130 acr,e s; fine woods, skirt- with W. H. Brown, he bought out Mr. Tobin
ing the beautiful river, the place is an ideal one and united the two schools. Mr. Harvey sold
for a summer outing. The grounds are pro- out to Mr. Brown in 1891, who ran the united
vided with an amphitheatre capable of seating schools about two years when he sold out to J.
2,000 people, and other buildings of importance
F. Campbell, who ran the school for two years,
for the accommodation of the meetings, among hiring the instructors. Then he rented it for
them a beautiful "Hall in the Grove," memorial three years to differ,ent parties. In 1898 the
to Mrs. Julia Fowler. A large number of cot- building was sold to W. W. Brittain, then
tages for the accommodation of visitors dot the . county superintendent, who leased it to A. F.
side hill. Just acr,oss the river is a large sum- Harvey, who had been out of the institution for
mer hotel, Sans Souci Hotel, which attracts seven years. In 1903 Mr. Harvey bought the
building. Since 1898, under Mr. Harvey's
many visitors during the summer months.
The Chautauqua for 1904 is under the man- judicious management, the Waterloo Commeragement of the Waterloo Ministerial Union and cial College has grown to be one of the leading
the W. C. T. U. Rev. F. L. Loveland, pastor institutions of the kind in Iowa. There has
of the First Methodist Episcopal Church is
*The bulldinl?' was destroyed by fire January 26, 1P04, but quarters were immediately found in the Syndicate Block and the school
superintendent.
was continued with the loss of but a single dav.

I

-

,
I

WATERLOO HIGH SCHOOL, WEST SIDE

WATERLOO HIGH SCHOOL, EAST SIDE

OLD COUNTY COURT HOUSE, WATERLOO

CITY HALL, WA TERL''"'O

AND REPRESENTATIVE CITIZENS.

201

fund, three mills; teachers' fund, seven mills;
contingent fund, three mills. The first loan
w2 ~ made to pay accrued interest on outstanding indebtedness. Independent district orders
to the amount of $1,000, drawing two per cent.
interest, were sold to John McCord at 90 cents
on the dollar.
The first superintendent of the city schools
was C. 0. Knepper, who was hired for 12
weeks at $25 per week. The .teachers under
him were Sue V. Ballou, Anna E. Perry, Lizzie
PUBLIC SCHOOLS.
Phifer and Eliza Virden. The teachers were
East Side.-The first school house and paid $35 per month except Miss Virden, who
school within the limts of what is now the In- was given $30. This contract ran but three
dependent District of Waterloo, and other mat- months, commencing April 9, 1866. Such was
ters relating to the schools have been discussed the beginning of the graded schools of this
earlier in this chapter and elsewhere in this his- district.
The first mention of a principal in the subtory.
records is that of Fannie Knott, emdistrict
East
of
District
School
The Independent
Waterloo was organized March 7, 1866, and in- ployed April 8, 1867. The other teachers were
cluded that part of the city of vVaterloo which designated as 1st, 2nd and 3rd assistant teachers.
lies on the east side of the river.
It appears from the records that the schools
The township trustees who called the meeting, on petition of citizens, at which time the were run without any superintendent so-called
independent district was organized, were Wil- until 1875 when J. K. Sweeney was elected.
liam Gilchrist, J. W. Sturgis and 0. E. Ship- Those who have served in this capacity are:
J. K. Sweeney, 1875-83; A. N. Fellows, 1883man.
On the 31st day of March, 1866, an elec- 84; R. G. Young, 1884-89; F. J. Sessions, 1889tion was held in Gilchrist Hall at which officers 1900; Freeman H. Bloodgood, 1900-.
The principals of the High School have been
of the independent district were elected as follows: President, 0. E. Hardy; vice president, the following: Forence B. Hawley (now
Lewis Lichty; treasurer, M. H. Vorhees; sec- Mrs. Dr. Crouse) ; Mary A. Tanner; Ella A.
retary, R. A. Whitaker; directors-P. Mc- Hamilton ( now Mrs. Durley of the Des Moines
Neivs); Jennie McCumber; Mary J. Walker,
Isaacs, Sullivan Day and L. Walk~r.
The first tax levy was made at a meeting of deceased; Lola A. Truitt (now Mrs. J. M. St.
the board held April 21, 1866: School House John, of Cedar Rapids) ; Mina B. Selby; Jose-

been a gradual increase in the number of students in attendance, the enrollment during the
past year being 160.
Thirty-two young ladies and gentlemen
were graduated in March and another class of
30 will be graduated in August. There are in
the school two courses-the shorthand and the
commercial.' There are five instructors, not including Mr. Harvey.
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phine Hegman, and Lydia Hinman, who has
been in charge of the High School for about I 5
years.
The principals of the buildings at the present time and the number enrolled are as follows: Lydia Hinman, High School, 250; Lillian Rickert, Grammar School, 94; Frances
Grout, Hawthorne, 514; Julia A. Ackley, Alcott, 286; Zaiclee L. King, Washington, 272;
Ella Edelen, Holland, 153 ; Henrietta Hill,
Fiske, 63 ; and Josephine J orclan, McKinley, 6o.
The pr~sent directors are: A. J. Edwards,
president; C. 0. Balliett, Warren Brown, W.
W. McFarlane, E. E. Peek and H. B. White,
secretary.
The first class graduated from the High
School was in 1877 and comprised two members-Ella Marion Lane (now Mrs. George
Vining of Kansas City), and Clara Weatherwax ( now Mrs. H. M. Reed of this city).
The East Waterloo Alumni Association
was organized in June, 1889, and has held a
public banquet or reception every year since.
The first reception and banquet was held in
December, 1889, at the residence of Hon. Matt.
Parrott; the last was held June 14, 1904, in
the Knights of Pythias Hall. The association
has a large membership and the attendance at
these annual affairs is always representative.
W est Side.-The first school house in Vvaterloo, as has already been stated earlier in this
ch~pter, was built of logs and was 16 by 22
feet. It was loca.tecl on the corner of Jefferson
ancl Fourth streets, in 1853, the teacher being
Eliza May, afterward Mrs. Isaac Virden. In

186o a school house was erected on the ground
now occupied by the old Central building. The
Independent District of Waterloo was organized March 19, 1866, out of all that part of
the village of Waterloo lying on the west side
of the Cedar River and all of Sub-district No. 1
of Waterloo Township District. The election
of the officers of the new district was held on
April 2, and resulted in the choice as follows:
President, S. D. Shaw; vice-president, James
S. George; secretary, E. K . Warn; treasurer,
D. W. Foote; directors-P. J. Barber, P.
Smith and D. B. Stanton.
This was the beginning of the Independent
District of Waterloo. School houses or more
school room had to be provided and other expenses met, so on the 11th clay of April the
board levied taxes as follows : School house
fund, five mills; teachers' fund, IO mills; incidental, five mills.
Needing money. the board on the 8th of
May, ordered the issuance of. 15 $100 warrants
to run until June 8, 1867, drawing IO per cent.
interest. James S. George was allowed $65
per month as principal or superintendent of the
schools for the spring term of that year, closing up the business of the sub-district.
The people of Waterloo. West Side, !have
ever taken a deep interest in educational matters and very early in the history of the city laid
the foundation for her present efficient school
system. For a time both sides of the river
were organized in a common system for the
records show tlhat from 1866 to 1868 C. 0.
Knepper. who was superintendent of the Independent District of East \Vaterloo, held the
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same office in West Waterloo; in other words
there was but one school in the village. Mr.
Knepper was succeeded by Joseph Jones, who
was principal until 1871.
Since that time
the following superintendents have served the
West Side: B. F. Hood, 1871-73; C. W. Van
Ccellen, 1873-77; W. H. Roberson, 18177-85;
Charles n. Moyer, 1885-86; A. C. Page, 188689; E. H. Eastman, 1889-91; George A. Bateman, 1891-97; C. H. Sheakley, 1897-99; A. T.
Hukill, 1899-.
The schools have kept pace with the growth
and development of t!he city during these years
and are recognized as being among the best
organized and up-to-date schools in the State.
From the first the Board of Education has been
composed of representative men who have taken
a deep interest in the management of the schools
and who have considered the best as none too
good when selecting teachers and . uperintend.ents. The prospect for the future of the schools
is excellent. A strong and efficient corps of
teachers who work in perfect harmony, a united
Board of Education and an enthusiastic people
can not fail to keep the sc·hools up to their present high standard and place them in even a
higher rank among the schools of the State.
During the year 1903 two male and 31
women teachers were employee!. T'he enrollment was 1,253; average attendance, 945. The
principal of the High School was Grace E.
Packard.
There are four fine school houses-two central buildings, one, the new High School, completed in the fall of 1902; and the two ward
buildings, the Emerson and Lowell schools.
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THE BOARD OF TRADE.

The Merchants' Protective Brotherhood
was organized in 1887, officered as follows:
1President, F.
E. Cutler; vice-president, J. S.
Glover; secretary, John F. Burns; assistant
secretary, J. T. Sullivan; and treasurer, C. D.
Wangler. There were 26 members in the association.
This served a purpose of interest chiefly to
those concerned in trade, but lacked the breadth
of purpose which considers the general public
good.
Something of larger scope was deemed necessary to promote the growth of the city; accordingly the Board of Trade was eventually
organized and incorporated. At the first and
ever since the membership has included most
of the business men on the East Side. It has
been a pronounced factor in the promotion of
the industrial interests of the city. The present officers are: President, F. E. Cutler: vicepresiclent, George F. Dunham; secretary, W.
M. Law; treasurer, F. J. Eighmey; clirectorsF. J. Fowler, E. T. Corwin, S. J. Hall, B. S.
Hillman, W. Vv. Miller, vV. F. Parrott, E. E.
Peek, H. B. White and W. L. Illingworth.
THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Was organized in 1895. A few of the live
young business men of the West Side seeing
the effective work which the Board of Tracie
was doing for the East Side in the way of adding to the manufacturing and other productive
interests, decided to have a similar organiza-
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tion They interested all the business men in
the work of building up their side of the river.
Their efforts have been crowned with remarkable success and many important factories have
been established through the encouragement of
the Board of Trade. The officers are: Presi,
dent, Thomas Cascaden, Jr.; secretary, A. W.
Brown.
BANKS.

Waterloo is particularly strong in its banks
with an aggregate capital of $1,010,000. In
addition there are three building and loan associations whose capital represents so much of
the savings of the people as they are purely
local institutions. The banks are as follows :
The Leavitt & Jdhnson National Bank has
a capital of $200,000 and a surplus of $50,000.
The officers are: J. H. Leavitt, president; J.
R. Vaughan, vice-president; Ira Rodamar,
cashier; and Ira J. Hoover, assistant cashier.
The Iowa State Bank has a capital of
$50,000 and a surplus of $10,000. The officers
are: J. D. Easton, president; E. Johnson, vicepresident; and George N. Garretson, cashier.
The Black Hawk National Bank 'has a capital of $160,000 and a surplus of $37,000. The
officers are: F. F. McElhinney, president; R.
Holmes, vice-president; T. K. Elliott, cashier;
and R. A. Law, assistant cashier.
The Commercial National Bank has a capital of $200,000 and a surplus of $6o,ooo. The
officers are: W. Vv. Miller, president; E. L.
Johnson, vice president; H. C. Schultz, cashier;
and E. W. Miller, assistant cashier.
The First National Bank has a capital of

$150,000 and a surplus of $47,000. The officers
are: C. 0. Balliett, president; F. J. Fowler,
vice-president; F. J. Eighmey, cashier; and F.
B. Dietrich, and F. P. Hurst, assistant cashiers.
The Leavitt & Johnson Trust Company has
a capital of $150,000 and a surplus of $32,000.
the officers are : E. Johnson, president; E. L.
Johnson. vice president; W. C. Logan, cashier;
W . E. Johnson, treasurer; and A. J. Edwards,
secretary.
The Waterloo Savings Bank has a capital of
$50,000 and undivided profits of $5,000. The
officers are: E. Johnson, president; W. E.
Johnson, vice-president; W. C. Logan, cashier;
and J. N. La Barre, assistant cashier.
BUILDING AND LOAN ASSOCIATIONS.

The Waterloo Building and Loan Association, the oldest institution of this kind in Black
Hawk County, was organized in ~ebruary,
1878, and has therefore been doing business
for more than a quarter of a century.
This association was organized by the public spirited citizens of \t\Taterloo for the purpose
of furnishing money for those who desire to
build homes.
The first meeting was held in the City Council rooms in the city of Waterloo on the 13th
of February, 1878, at which meeting a considerable number of the business men of East
Waterloo were present. At this meeting, the
organizing of the association was thoroughly
gone over and a committee was appointed to
canvass the matter and ascertain how much
stock could be disposed of. The second meet-
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ing was held on February 16, 1878, at which
meeting the report of the committee appointed
at the previous meeting was read, which report showed that sufficient interest 'had been
taken to warrant the establishment of an association in Waterloo.
On February 21, 1878, a meeting of those
who had subscribed for stock was held, at which
meeting the articles of incorporation and bylaws were adopted, and the following officers
were elected: Matt. Parrott, president; W. W.
Miller, vice-president; Lewis Lichty, secretary;
and J. W. Krapfel, treasurer. The first board
of directors was as follows: Matt. Parrott, W.
W. Miller, F. E. Cutler, Lewis Sharpless, J. E.
McNeil, A. J. Edwards, T. W. Place, J. L.
Cooley, William Barrett, J. H. Kuhns, J. K.
Sweeney, F. M. Shoemaker, H. Lindley, J. C.
Elwell and Charles F. Kuehne.
The association met with public favor from
the very beginning, and 'has continued to grow
until at present its assets amount to nearly
$225,000. During the past 25 years · is association has been the means of erecting over 500
homes. in Waterloo and has also been instrumental in helping the people of Waterloo save
a good many thousands of dollars.
The People's Building & Loan Association.
-The association was formed January 14,
1878, at a meeting held in the office of Der
Deutsch Anierikaner. There were present 17
subscribers, representing 105 shares.
The incorporators were H. W. Jenney,
Frank Fisher, B. G. Button, G. F. Rbberts, J.
E. Hoff and C. P. Jones. The first auditing
committee consisted of George A. Hoff, A. T.
12
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Pomeroy and Edward Mesick. The association has built 225 houses and erected many
business houses.
Martin Elim was the first secretary, servfo-guntil his death in December, 1882. Edward
Mesick, elected to succeeed him, has held the
office continuously since that time. There have
been three treasurers,--Frank Neeley, A. T.
Lusch and W. C. Logan. Mr. Neely held the
office until his death in 1889. He was followed
by A. T. Lusch, now of Dubuque. W. C.
Logan is the present treasurer. The average
cost per year of the association is $900.
THE MANUFACTURING INTERESTS.

A rich agricultural country will make the
village or the town it surrounds a lively and
prosperous business point. Such a village or
town will be clean and thrifty or otherwise, dependent upon the character of the inhabitants.
But it wont make a city. There must be something more than a rich agricultural country
supporting a town in order that it shall develop
into the proportions of a city. The money
made through agriculture and spent in the
village may be sufficient for purposes of exchange and impart a certain degree of life to
the place; the schools may furnish opportunities for education and insure an intelligent citizenship, the churches may look out for the good
morals of the community and all the conditions
may inure to a happy, quiet, comfortable, selfsatisfied life; but it requires more to make a
city than the variety of products of the richest
soil in the world.
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Nearly every town and village in the State
of Iowa in those respects are on an equality,
and they are stretched through the length and
breadth of t'be State at a distance of eight or
ten miles apart. It is impossible with such an
equality of advantages that any one of them
should grow to any large proportions without
resorting to some extra measures to make the
others contribute to its growth.
The most effective way to accomplish this
result is that of encouraging manufacturing.
The products of factories bring money in from
the outs,ide world and the products of some of
Waterloo's factories are sold and shipped as
far away as Japan, India, Argentina and other
countries thousands of miles distant. In this
respect Waterloo leads, and to this fact is
largely attributable the number and strength of
the Wat'!rloo banks, the healthy financial condition of business, the volume of it, and the rapid
growth of the city within t'be past 12 years.
Incidents, facts and important events in the
past history of Waterlooo are given in the foregomg pages. A fair judgment of the present
status of the city may be formed from what
follows:
FACTORY FIGURES.

To al number of factories ......... . ..... . ... . .... 68
I ncorpora tecl . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . ....... . ..... 38
Private . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........... 30
Incorporated valuation ........... . ......... $2,614,000
Number men employed ...... .. ............... . . r,976
Wed. ly pay-roll, more than .... . ... .. ........ $20,000
Total estimated annual output .. . ...... . . $20,270,000
Factories built in 1903 .......... . ............. . ... 8
Total number of men in Waterloo factories including workmen m the I. C. and the

W . & C. F. R. T. Co. shops .. . .... . ... . .. 2,726
Total weekly pay-roll of th e Waterloo factories,
not les·s than . ........ . .... .. . . . . .. . ..... $30,000
Oldest factory, the Nauman Company .. ... . . . . . 1864
Factory most heavily capitalized,-W. & C. F.
U. M. Co . ... . .... .. . . . . . . . .. .... . ... . . $500,000
LIST OF FACTORIES

AND STATISTICAL TABLE.

*W. & C. F. Union Mill Co . .
Waterloo & C. F. Electric
Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
J. S. Kemp Manufacturing
Co . . . . . .. . ............ . .
Waterloo Motor Works . .. .
Litchfield Manufacturing Co.
The Nauman Co ......... .
Mecca Remedy Co .. . ..... . .
Cedar Valley Manufacturing
Co ...................... .
'Waterloo Canning Corporation .............. . ...... .
Tallerday Steel Pipe & Tank
Co . . . ............. . .... .
Waterloo Creamery Separator Co ...... . ....... . ... .
**Black Hawk Coffee &
Spice Co ............... .
Waterloo Casket Co ...... .
Kelley & Taneyhill Co .... .
Waterloo Wagon, Buggy &
Omnibus Co ............ .
Herrick Refrigerator Co. . .
Iowa Saddlery Co. . ...... .
Cascaden Manufacturing Co.
Artificial Stone Co ......... .
Waterloo S. F. & Pump Co.
W. H. Hartman Co ....... .
Iowa Steamer & Grinder
Works ................ .
Concrete Stone Co. . ..... .
Headford Bros. & Hitchins.
***Iowa Skirt Manufacturing
Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Waterloo Manufacturing Co
Western Elyria Wood Plaster
Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Black Hawk Packing Co . .. .
J. W. Councilor Stamping
Works . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Black Hawk Mfg. & Fuel Co.
Waterloo MattresS' Co.....

$500,000

_13

........ .

345,000

30

..... . . . .

200,000
170,000
125,000
105,000
I00,000

200
125

$200,000

IOO

70

275,000

6

. .......•

60

150,000

70,000 *100

65,000

· 75•,000

I00,000

6o,ooo

75

50,000

so ... ..... .

50,000
50,000
50,000

so

50,000
50,000
50,000
6o,ooo
50,000
50,000
35,000

IS
65

........ .
35,000
125,000

30
71
20
45

........ .
125,000
I00,000
130,000

20

••••.....

30

...... .. .

59

30,000
30,000
25,000

52
15
25

75,000
........ .
........ .

25,000
25,000

70
12

........ .
25,000

25,000
25,000
15,000
10,000
10,000

20
20
10
4
IO

125,000
125,000
...... . . .
........ .
........ .
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Times -Tribune
Publishing
Co ..................... .
Iowa Gasoline Engine Co ... .
Powers l\Ianufacturing Co. . .
Swift l\.Ianufacturing Co .. .
Swem Gas Light Co ...... .
Matt. Parrott & Sons ...... .
Iowa Dairy Separator Co ..
Palmer-Hubbard Co. . .... .
William Crosby ............ .
William Sindlinger ....... .
H. E. Douglass ........... .
Waterloo Cornice Works .. .
Creamery Journal Office .. .
Casebeer Brothers ........ .
Smith's ,treen door factory
Glas & Lingelbach ....... .
J. U. Winninger .......... .
Albrecht & Jensen ..... .. .
F. W. Weiland .......... .
Oscar, the tailor .......... .
R. H. Murphy ........... .
C. D. Moore, tailor ....... .
Frank's tailoring establishment .................. .
Friedl's Bakery ........... .
Cone's Bakery ............ .
Fisher Tent & Awning Co ..
Vienna Bakery ........... .
J. L. Lousteau ........... .
P. A. Koebele & Co ....... .
Jacob Gos willer .......... .
Waterloo Iron Works ..... .
Zeising & Son ............ .
Waterloo Broom Works ... .
Waterloo Skirt & Garmeilt
Co .................... .

28

.........

10,000

6

5,000

10,000

12

15,000

10,000

IO

.........

9,000

5

30,CXJO

6o

.........
.........
.........

120
8

6

10,CXJO

3
4
3

IO,CXJO

23

.........

so

150,CXJO

15
4
8

5,CXJO

.. .. ... ..
.........

4
4

.........

4
6

.........

.........

4

.........

8

........ .

IO

••....••.

4

........ .

4
12

•••••••• ,

2

........ .

6

15,CXJO

4

12,CXJO

4
4

........ .
........ .

IS

20,CXJO

15

20,CXJO

Total . . . . . . . . . . .. : .... $2,564,CXJO r,g68

$20,270,CXJO

*
**

***
t

10,CXJO

*

bbls. daily.
Coffee, 1,500,CXJO lbs.; tea, 250,CXJO lbs.; extracts·,
100,CXJO bottles; baking powder, 100,CXJO cans;
spices, 450,000 packages.
7,CXJO doz. garments.
Estimated total annual output.
Single star in figure column indicateS' "maximum."
1,200

It is not the intention to give special mention of each of the several factories embraced
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in the list. A few only of the more important
ones will be accorded such mention.
The Nauman Company is first in point of
years, dating its existence from 1864,. when it
began operations under the name of Beck &
Nauman, George P. Beck and Henry and John
Nauman constituting the firm. This company
has played an important part in the business
affairs of the city for 40 years. It has changed
names a number of times but the name of Nauman has been always connected with it. The
articles manufactured include all kinds of bank,
office and store fixtures; sash, doors and interior finishings and a retail trade in lumber and
building material. The output for 1903 was
about $275,000. The present officers are as
follows : President, C. H. Nauman ; vicepresident, H. M. Rleed; secretary, W. B. Nauman; treasurer, G. W. Nauman. In its time the
company has suffered oftener and more from
fires than any other business in the city. The
total losses by fire are estimated at $rno,ooo.oo.
The Waterloo & Cedar Falls, Union Mill
Company is a consolidation of the Cedar Falls
and Waterloo mill properties. In the year
1873, t'he Waterloo City Mill Company on the
West Side and the Cedar Mill Company on the
East Side were consolidated under the firm
name of the Waterloo Union Mill Company.
These mills date their beginning from 1868.
When consolidated, their capitalization was
$125,000. A few years since, these mills and
the Cedar Falls mills were consolidated under
the name of the Waterloo & Cedar Falls Union
Mill Company with a capital stock of $500,000.
The company does a large business, manu-
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facturing as fine a brand of flour as is made in
the country. The present officers are as follows: President, W. A. Dugane, of Cedar
Falls; vice-president, Percy A. Lane, of Waterloo; secretary, W. L. Illingworth, of Waterloo; treasurer, G. B. McKinnon, of Cedar Falls.
It would not be proper to enumerate the
manufacturing institutions in \i\T aterloo without giving the Waterloo & Cedar Falls Gas and
Electric Company a prominent place. The factory, or works, of this company is in this city,
down the river on the East Side, and consists
of gas house and electricity-making machinery.
The product of the factory is gas, electricity, coke and various by-products. The scope
of the sale of these articles is confined to the
cities of Waterloo and Cedar Falls. The number of men employed is about 30. The capitalization is $345,000 and the officers are as follows: President, George McLean, Dubuque;
vice-president, J. H. Leavitt, Waterloo; secretary, H. B. White, Waterloo; treasurer, W. W.
Miller, Waterloo; and manager, Austin Burt,
Waterloo.
The skirt factory of the ::.VIessrs. McvVilIiams, in addition to skirts, manufactures petticoats and wrappers. This industry was started
but a few years since and has 'had a marvelous
growth. The firm now employs between 7 5
and 100 people. The product is sold to the
wholesale houses of the large cities mainly.
The Waterloo Creamery Separator Company, a reorganization of the American Creamery Supply Company, was organized three years
ago and began business on a small scale. The
business developed rapidly and in the fall of

1903 was reorganized under the present name
with a capital stock of $50,000. It employs
50 men and its output reaches int,o tens of
thousands of dollars. · The officers are: President, J. R. McCoy; vice-president, J. D. Lamb ;
secretary and treasurer, A. M. Chamberlain.
The Cedar Valley Manufacturing Company
is capitalized for $50,000, and has a surplus of
$25,000. The factory is located on Water
street alongside the C. G. W. Railway tracks.
It is one of the most complete and modern
woodworking shops in the city. The articles
made are store, office and bank fixtures and a
specialty is made of wholesaling sash and doors.
The scope of sales includes Northern Iowa and
Southern Minnesota, while orders are also received from other States in the Mississippi Valley. The number of men employed is 60, and
the output amounts to $150,000 a year. The
following are the offi;cers : President and treasurer, F. J. Eighmey; vice-president, secretary
and manager, D. A. Johnson.
The factory has been conducted under t'he
name of the Cedar Valley Manufacituring
Company for years. In 1898, there was an incorporation formed with a capital of $40,000,
which was increased in 1901 to $50,000.
The Artificial Stone Company and the Concrete Stone Company are two comparatively
new factories for Waterloo. They make concrete building blocks and various ornamental
and other articles in cement for use in building.
The Concrete Stone Company is capitalized
for $30,000, and employs IS men. The Artificial Stone Company is incorporated for $50,000, and employs 20 men. The factory of the
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former is located on the east side of the river,
and the latter on the west side, near the paper
mill.
The Creamery J oiirnal office, located at
Bridge street, is a private concern, owned and
,conducted by Fred L. Kimball. The products
-0f his printery are the issuing of publications,
and executing general printing. Three periodi,cals are published, as follows: The Creamery
Journal, established in 1890; the Egg Reporter,
established in 1893; and Kimb,1ll' s Dairy Farmer, established in 1903. These periodicals
have extensive circulation throughout the United States, and are considered the acme of excellence for trade journals of their kind. The
office has been established 13 years and gives
employment at present to 25 people.
The Creamery Package Manufacturing
Company 'has its head office and headquarters
in Chicago and conducts a number of branches,
of which Waterloo has one. The officers of
the concern are Chicago men, and are as follows: President, C. M. Gates; vice-presidents,
C. H. Higgs and D. E. Wood; secretary, G. F.
Belknap; treasurer, D. E. Wood.
The number of men employed in the local
plant, w'hich consists of general offices,, warehouses and butter tub factory, is So. The company handles everything used in the creamery
and dairy line. There are seven different factories for the making of tubs scattered all over
the country and the company owns its own
sawmills, hoop factories,, etc. Branches are
maintained at St. Louis, Kansas City, Minneaplis, CO\vansville, Quebec, with smaller branches
to the number of 20 or more. These branches
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.cover the United States and Canada quite thoroughly. It may safely be said that the Creamery Package Manufacturing Company makes
more butter tubs than all the other firms in the
country combined.
The factory in Waterloo supplies the entire
State of Iowa. The money invested in the local
concern amounts to about $200,000.
The
manager is Warren J. Smith.
The Rath Packing Company was organized
in 1891 with a capitalization of $50,000, which
in 1903 was increased to $rno,ooo. It employs
40 men, which with the improvements made recently, will necessarily be largely increased.
The improvements include a new refrigerator
plant, new engine and boiler rooms and additional chill rooms; also a plant for the manufacture of artificial ice. The value of the output for 1903 exceeded $500,000. This plant,
while of great value to the city, is in a still more
marked degree -0f value to the farming community over a wide area of territory. The officers
of the company are: President, J. W. Rath;
vice-president, F. J. Fowler; secretary and
treasurer, E. F. Rath.
A new factory and one which promises
great things is that established during the summer of 1903 by the Western Elyria vVood Plaster Company. The plant, which is a substantial
and commodious structure, is situated near the
carriage factory and the side-track from the C.
G. W. Railway affords shipping facilities. The
capital of the company is $75,000 and the number of employees is about 20. The article made
is wood fibre plaster, something new under the
sun in the way of building material. This plas-
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ter contains no sand and therefore no grit, and
it can be sawed like wood or a nail can be driven
into it without crumbling or cracking the material of which it is composed. The output of
the first year it is expected will reach about
$125,000. The officers are as follows: President, B. S. Harrison; vice-president, Paul
Davis; secretary and treasurer, J. H. Hildebrand.
The \i\T aterloo Carriage Company, established in 1902 with a capital of $100,000, makes
carriages, cutters, stanhopes, surreys, and runabouts,, employing on the average about 63 people. The yearly output amounts to $rno,ooo
and the product goes all over the middle Western States, and into Canada. The vehicles are
sold by travelin~ salesmen and by catalogue
and trade journal advertising.
The factory is located on the West Side in
the neighborhood of the Rapid Transit power
house.
The officers of the company are: President, H. W. Grutzmacher; vice-president, J. R.
Vaughan; secretary, D. J. Wilson; treasurer,
H. S. Abbott.
Another important manufacturing concern,
and one which exports considerable of its product, is the Iowa Steamer & Grinder Works, located at the corner of Eighth and Commercial
streets. The capital is $25.000 with $rn,ooo
surplus. The articles made are furnaces. feed
mills, feed steamers, farm boilers. tank heaters
and registers. The yearly output amounts to
$75 ,000 and the employees number 52. The
product is sold in the United States, Canada,
and in foreign lands. Following a~e the offi1

cers: · President and general manager, D. W.
Bovee; secretary and treasurer, A. C. Bovee.
The factory was established in 1896. The
original plant was 40 by 125 feet. The growth
was so great from the first that the original capacity was soon doubled and then doubled some
more until at the present time the factory and
warehouses cover an area equivalent to 22 1-2
business lots, or covering over one-half an acre
of floor.
The Iowa Dairy Separator Company, located at the head of Jefferson street on 'vVest
Mullan avenue, occupies a factory 50 by 200
feet, built last winter. The company 'has been
established for about six years and makes the
Iowa Dairy Separator, one of the leading hand
separators in the United States. The separators
are sent into every State and Territory in the
Union, and their use is not confined with~n the
boundaries of the "Land of the Great American
Eagle," but if one should travel unto the snowy
slopes of the Northland or unto the sun-kissed
hills and blistering plains of Mexico and Central America, there also he would find the Iowa
Dairy Separator doing business. This concern
has the honor of shipping the first hand separator into Egypt. And so the milk given by
the herds, under the shadow of the pyramids
and the ancient and historic obelisks of that
early cradle of humanity, is sent with a "zip"
through the machines made by this Waterloo
manufacturing concern.
Business during 1903 was excellent and it
will not be long until t'he facilities will be wholly
inadequate to accommodate the demand for separators.
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W. W. Marsh, who is president ot the Iowa
Dairy Separator Company, is likewise president of the Iowa State Manufacturers Association.
The Black Ha\\'k Coffee & Spice Company
is attaining something of the fame of the great
Eastern coffee roasting establishments. The
output of t'he factory during 1903, all sold
under the Black Hawk brand, consisted of
1,500,000 pounds of coffee, 250,000 pounds of
tea, 100,000 bottles of extracts, 100,000 cans
of baking powder and 450,000 packages of
spices.
These goods were sold all over this section
of country to the grocers, by five traveling salesmen. The popularity of the Black Hawk coffee,
tea and spices has become so great and people
have gotten so into the habit of buying them,
that the traveling force this year will be increased to seven members. The total employees
of the company is l 5 and the scope of sales includes Iowa, South Dakota, Minnesota and Nebraska, and as far west as the North Platte
River. The capital invested is· $50,000. The
officers are as follows: President, George E.
Lichty; vice-president, A. L. Ettinger; secretary, George Mc vVilliams; treasurer, Dr. E. E.
Peek; manager, H. B. Cropper.
The Tallerday Steel Pipe & Tank Company
is incorporated for $60,000, gives employment
to 55 men, and the output last year was $100000.

The officers are: President, F. C. Tallerclay; vice-president, H. G. Tallerclay; secretary,
H. T. Miller.
The business during the past year increased

21 l

about 47 per cent. over the preceding year and
this in spite of the untoward conditions of trade.
The past two years have been so rainy and wet
that farmers have not felt the necessity of buying tanks to the extent that they would had the
season been drier.
The capacity of the local factory is 2 5 finished tanks a clay, ranging in capacity from IO
barrels to 500 barrels. During the past two
years, tanks of extra large size have been made,
some of them to be used as gasometers, being
as large as 16 feet in diameter and 14 feet deep,
having a capacity of 22,066 gallons. These
huge constructions of steel are shipped in the
"knock <lo\\'n" to points \\'here they are to be
erected. Quite a trade has been developed for
large tanks for holding gasoline. Heretofore
no concern similar to the Tallerday plant has
been able to construct a tank strong enough
and tight enough, to hold the highly volatile
gasoline.
The factory which has the best and most
substantial and most imposing buildings in
Waterloo is the Herrick Refrigerator Company.
The plant of this company is on the old circus
grounds on the Vv est Side of the river, and the
warehouse is in the former factory on Commercial street. The articles manufactured by the
concern are family, florists' and butchers' refrigerators, and the concern jobs butchers' supplies and mineral wool. The scope of the factory is all of the United States except the extreme East; Scotland, Alaska, Philippine
Islands, Cuba and Hawaii. Probably no other
firm in Waterloo, with the exception of the
Kelley & Taneyhill Company or the Litchfield
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Manufacturing Company has so large an export trade as the Herrick Refrigerator Company. People clamor for their articles as babies
are said to cry for Castoria.
The capital of the company is $50,000; the
number of men employed is ?l, and the output
is $125,000 yearly. The officers are: President, S. Northey; vice-president, F. L. Northey; secretary and treasurer, H. G. Northey.
The concern is not very old, only about 12
years.
The new factory was built entirely of stone,
in 1902. The main factory is mo by 200 feet,
two stories high, with a wing 40 by 90 feet, two
stories; and an offi/ce building 20 by 40 feet,
two stories; and lumber shed, 40 by 200 feet.
The Powers Manufacturing Company,
makers of cloth 'horse collars, employ 16 men
and the output last year was $15,000 worth of
goods, a showing quite satisfacory for the first
year's business.
Machinery has now been installed whereby
the complete collar is made here. Heretofore
only a part of the collar was made in the local
factory. It is expected that the output this
year will be double what it was in 1904. Other
factories making this article are located at Atlanta, Georgia, and Memphis, Tennessee.
The company is capitalized for $10,000, and
t'he officers are: President, P. H. Powers; vicepresident, L. J. Powers.
The Iowa Gasoline Engine Company is a
new concern in Waterloo, established about a
year ago but it closed its first year's business in
a very gratifying manner. The capital is
$10,000. The number of men employed is six;

the output for the first year amounted to about
$5,000.
The following are the officers: President,
C. J. Shaw; vice-president, W. C. Fox.
The Waterloo Canning Corporation, capitalized for $70,000, is engaged in canning sweet
corn. Tlhe scope of the sales includes all of the
Central and Western States. The output
amounts to $65,000. Following are the officers
of the company: President, F. J. Fowler; vicepresident, G. E. Lichty; treasurer, W. \V.
Miller; manager, E. E. Manhard.
The company has one of the most complete,
one of the largest, and one of the most "downto-date" factories in the State; and although the
past two seasons have been rather discouraging
to canners, the local concern has fared better
than most others in this locality. Their product is first-grade and is sold before it is packed.
Few manufacturing concerns in Waterloo are
so valuable to the farming interests of the community as is t'he canning factory. A good stiff
price is paid for green corn and every inducement is offered to get the farmers to plant a
large acreage of this cereal.
One of the solid manufacturing institutions
of Waterloo and one which the citizens can always point to with pride is the Kelley & Taneyhill Company, manufacturers of well drills.
The capital of t'he company is $50,000. The
output is valued at $125,000 and the number of
men employed is 65.
Following are the officers: President, L.
S. Parsons; vice-president, R. M. Hansen; secretary, treasurer and manager, 0. R Taneyhill.
The scope of sales is limited only by the
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great, wide world. Drills are made for finding
water, oil and gas and wherever there are hu-

man and commercial ends, there may the Kelley
& Taney'hill drill be found doing business.
These drills are constructed for piercing the
earth's crust at a considerable depth and they
have never failed or disappointed in accomplishing all that was expected of them.
Waterloo does not have a cradle factory,
but it does possess a casket factory. The Waterloo Casket Company, located in Railroad addition, is capitalized for $50,000, gives employment to about 50 men and has an output of
about $35,000 yearly.
Following are the officers:
President,
Henry Meyers; vice-president, Charles Hollnagle; secretary, F. L. Eichelberg; treasurer,
Theodore Meyers.
The growth of this company has been astonishing in its rapidity. Established only a few
years ago and in spite of the sharp competition,
the company has developed steadily, outgrowing
its factory quarters about as quickly as a growing boy does his new boots.
The factory makes caskets alone, but jobs
undertakers' supplies and burial necessities,
such as robes, casket-lowering devices, etc.
The Waterloo Manufacturing Company is
capitalized for $25,000 and the officers are as
follows: President, L. C. Burkitt; vfce-president, Julius Roeder; secretary and treasurer, I.
A. Burkitt.
The company makes steel ceilings, fire
ck ors, tanks. pipe. milk cans. cream vats,
smoke stacks, carpet beaters, and other articles
too numerous to mention.
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The Black Hawk Packing Company was established last fall with a capital of $125,000 and
with the following officers: President and general manager, L. A. Kramer; vice-president, S.
E. Redmond; secretary, F. E. McStay; treasurer, C. F. Krueger.
The company will give employment to
20 men and have an output of $125,000 a year.
The business is the killing, packing and selling
of all kinds of meats and t!he buying and handling of live stock. The packing house is on
upper East Fourth street. Three markets in
the city handle the product of the plant; two on
the East Side and one on the West.
Waterloo 1hKls a patent medicine company,
which promises to become as well known as
the old establishments in the east. It is the
Mecca Remedy Company, whose office and laboratory are at No. 542 Lafayette street. The
company makes all kinds of medicines, put up
in tablet form, for all the ailments to which the
human flesh is heir. Six people are employed
at present in compounding and packing these
remedies, and although the concern was established only in 1902', wit:h an incorporated capital
of $100,000, the future promises a largely increased business.
The Palmer-Hubbard Creamery Company,
located near the carriage factory, gives employment to eight men and the output is about
$150,000 a year.
The offiters are: President, W. W. Sherwin; vice-president, C. B. Hubbard; secretary,
C. V. Rosenberger; treasurer, Ri. B. Raines;
manager, W. H. Hoar.
All the officers with the exception of the
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manager are residents of Independence, where
the company has a creamery. There are also
seven other creameries belonging to the company scattered over the State, with numerous
skimming stations. The creamery 'handles only
gathered cream, most of which is shipped in
from outside points. The cream is not risen
and skimmed as by the old method, but is separated from the milk by hand separators.
It is, such industries as that conducted by
the Palmer-Hubbard Creamery Company that
are creating the demand for hand separators,
for the supplying of which two factories are
located in Waterloo and are prospering.
The Iowa Skirt Manufacturing Company, whose office and factory are at No. 405
Sycamore street, has a capital of $25,000 and
the articles made are petticoats, walking skirts
and wrappers. The scope of sales includes all
of Iowa, part of Minnesota, part of Missouri,
part of vVi~consin and almost all of the Western
States. The concern employs 70 people, eight
of whom are traveling salesmen. The output
of the factory is about 7,000 dozen garments.
The officers are: President, R. S. Brown; vicepresident, M. T. Billings; secretary and treasurer, A. W. Carney.
The company has only been in operation
since 1900, and thoug'h new it is in a highly
prosperous condition.
The \Vaterloo Cornice \Vorks, No. 400 Sycamore street, are managed by I. M. Kentzelman. The concern makes galvanized iron and
copper cornice, slate and metal roofing, ventilators, fire-proof doors and shutters, and fire es-

capes. The concern employs three men and the
output is about $10,000 worth of goods.
A landmark among vVaterloo factories is
the one conducted by the Cascaden Manufacturing Company on Commercial street. The
concern is capitalized for $60,000, with the following officers : President, Thomas Cascaden,
Jr.; vice-president, T. C. Menges; secretary ar:id
treasurer, F. B. Ballou.
This concern makes Giant Killer feed mills;
feed cookers, patent double bottom lard kettles,
hay presses, hay rakes, the star dumping wagon,
and various other farm implements, most of
which were patented by Thomas Cascaden, Jr.
The scope of sales includes the entire North
American continent, and the output in volume
amounts to $130,000 a year.
The history of this factory is quite interesting. The business was started in 1896 by
T1homas Cascaden, Sr., who was a molder and
who built a little shop on the site of the present
factory. He began making farm boilers and
later entered into the manufacture of feed mills.
This business was conducted in connection with
the retailing of agricultural implements, until
about 1891. In the meantime, he sold out to
W. S. Robinson, w'ho continued the same line
of manufacture. Then Mr. Cascaden built a
shop on the river bank, just back of the \Vest
Side mill, which was operated by water power
and later destroyed by fire.
Mr. Cascaden then built a foundry on the
site of the present Rbck Island freight depot,
which \\'as later occupied by Goodman & Son
as a foundry, and still later was added to and
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used by the Waterloo Gasoline Engine Company up to the time that the present proprietors
built their new factory on West Third street.
In the meantime, Mr. Cascaden bought back
the plant that he originally started and, after
operating it for a short time, sold it to his son,
Thomas Cascaden, Jr., who continued the business and has been the guiding genius of its destiny up to the present :hour.
The factory building is 120 by 140 feet,
part of it two stories, and the foundry is 50 by
100 feet.
The Waterloo Wagon, Buggy & Omnibus
Company, at Nos. 319 and 323 Sycamore street,
is incorporated for $50,000 and the officers are
as follows: President, J. H. Riley; vice-president, Thomas McBride; secretary, J. A. Gilmore; treasurer, A. B. Erbe. The concern employs 30 people and is doing a very satisfactory
business. The articles made are omnibuses,
baggage wagons and drays. The company is
really an outgrowth of former establishments,
which have been making omnibuses and the
Waterloo bus has attained an excellent reputation all over the country because of its excellencies. This factory was destroyed by fire early
in March, 1904. At the elate of this writing
( March IO) the company is preparing to rebuild on a much larger scale.
Casebeer Brothers, Jack and Harry, are
proprietors of a cigar factory which employs
50 men and which turned out last year $150,000
worth of product. They do both a manufacturing and a jobbing trade. These gentlemen
also manufacture and wholesale ice cream and
have a widely extended patronage.
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A screen door factory, capitalized at $5,000,
C. A. Smith, proprietor, employs 15 men.
The Swem Gas Light Manufacturing Company, owned by the estate of the late John Rush,
managed by L. C. Burkitt and the sons of Mr.
Rush, did $30,000 worth of business in 1903.
A broom factory employing 1 5 men and
having an annual output of $25,000 is owned
and conducted by RI. A. Corson and E. E. Cobb.
The \i\Taterloo Manufacturing Association
made a joint exhibit of the products of their
factories at the State Fair held at Des Moines in
1903. It was the first thing of the kind ever attempted by an Iowa city, and attracted widespread attention. It was regarded by the State
Fair authorities as a move of the greatest importance and an example wlhich other cities
will be encouraged to emulate. The commission in charge of the State's exhibit at the St.
Louis Exposition at once presented a formal
request to the Waterloo Manufacturing Association to make a like combined exhibit at St.
Louis this season. These facts indicate the importance which the highest authorities attached
to the action of the Waterloo Manufacturing
Association.
The Stewart Cement Block Machine Company is one of the latest manufacturing plants _
established in Waterloo. The machine is simple
in construction, easily operated and is economical in point of labor saving. Although the company was organized but a s'hort time since, viz :
February 18, 1904, yet before the first of April
more orders were received than it was possible
to fill.
It is incorporated with a capital stock of
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paid up. The following are the officers: J. H. Stewart, president; George L.
Dixon, vice-president; William Galloway, secretary; \i\lilliam M. Law, treasurer. The directors are as follows: J. H. Stewart, architect;
George L. Dixon, contractor; C. D. Kern, attorney; J. S. Tuthill, attorney; William Galloway, president Galloway Company; William
M. Law, ex-sheriff of Black Hawk County;
F. F. McElhinney, president Black Hawk National Bank; D. J. Wilson, secretary Waterloo
Carriage Company; and F. E. Cutler, president
Cutler Hardware Company.
Westfield is a suburb of Waterloo of less
than two years growth. It was the conception
of some West Side business men, who conceived
the idea of the development of Waterloo manufacturing interests on a larger scale than had
heretofore been thought of. A beautiful plat
of ground adjacent to the city up the river on
the West Side was secured, laid off into town
lots and sold at good prices to citizens. The
proceeds above the original cost went to the improvement of the grounds, and in securing such
factories as were obtainable. The whole face
of t:he plat of ground, ample for any number of
manufacturing plants and residence grounds
for several thousands of population, has been
transformed. Rough places have been made
smooth, hollows filled up, streets graded, and in
fact a complete transformation of the grounds
effected, resulting in producing one of the most
beautiful sites for a town imaginable. Primarily, it is a factory city, the factories being
built along the line of the Chicago, Rock Island
$50,000,

& Pacific Railway, which passes through the
grounds.
The cost of this work was many
thousands of dollars. Something like 20 factory buildings are already erected or in course
of erection.
'Jlhe largest manufacturing plant in Westfield is that owned and occupied by the J. S.
Kemp Manufacturing Company, a concern
which makes, primarily, the Twentieth Century
Manure Spreader. The capitalizaion is $200,000.

The officers are as follows: President, C.
0. Lamson; vice-president, J. S. Lewis; secretary, RL G. Tyler; treasurer, J. R. Vaughan.
Following are the numbers and sizes of the
buildings w1hen all are erected: Main factory,
80 by 250 feet, three stories; foundry, 80 by 120
feet, one story; warehouse, 80 by r 20 feet, one
story; blacksmith shop, 40 by 80 feet, one story;
dry kiln, 40 by 8o feet, one story; boiler room,
28 by 52 feet, one story.
The number of men employed, when the instiution gets to running under full head-way,
will be 200.
The Waterloo Threshing Machine Company's buildings cover one-third of a block,
being roo by 300 feet. In addition to the
threshing machines, the company manufactures
a first-class separator. The officers of the company are: President, Thomas Cascaden, Jr;.
vice-president, J. D. Hawes; secretary and
manager, M. C. Vaughan; treasurer, J. R.
Vaughan.
Bedford Brothers & Hitchins' foundry,
which manufactures gray-iron castings. is roo
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by 120 feet in dimensions. Then there is the provided. Waterloo is nearly the geographical
Waterloo Self-Feeder & Pump Company, which; center of the grain belt and it is this belt exoccupies a building 60 by 140 feet.
cusively from which the demand for the artiThe ·w aterloo Motor Works, capital $150,- cles made by the Litchfied Manufacturing Com000, surplus, $20,000, is a Westfield plant, empany comes. The company makes a special
ploying 12 5 men. The officers are as follows : line of farm machinery, a full line of sweep and
President, George B. Miller, Waterloo; vicepower grinders, a special wagon end-gate, a
president, 0. V. Eckert, Northwood; resident
manure spreader, and a line of forges and anvils
vice-president, A. Lupton, Waterloo; secretary • for farmers.
and treasurer, Fl. B. Ballou, Waterloo; superinThe business was established in 1879 in
tendent, T. C. Menges, Waterloo; foreman, L.
Webster City on a very small and modest scale
Witry, Waterloo.
by Lyman Litchfield. At first the working
force consisted of the elder Mr. Litchfield and
The Swift Manufacturing Company occupies a building 60 by I IO feet and is capitalized a hired man. They originally manufactured
at $10,000. It makes feed cookers, boilers, a sweep power grinder, and did general repair
furnaces and all kinds of iron castings. These
work. From the first the business developed
several extensive buildings erected in Westfield rapidly and in course of time H. L. and E. C.
and devoted to manufacturing purposes may
Litchfield, sons of the founder, and F. W.
Boynton, a step-son, became interested in the
be properly dated from 1903.
business, carried it on and developed it to its
Litchfield addition on the river is nearly
present mammoth proportions.
At no time
opposite Westfield which is on the soutlh side.
The buildings of the Litchfield Manufacturing in the history of the concern has it asked or
Company, located here, were completed near
received a single dollar of outside capital; it
the close of the year 1903, and occupied for has stood wholly upon its merits and the growth
business early in 1904. The business was well has been due in a large measure to the supeestablished and had grown to large dimensions riority of the class of goods turned out.
at Webster City before being transferred to
The plant occupies two acres of ground,
Waterloo. Orders were on hand far ahead of upon which are five buildings of similar archithe capacity of the Webster City plant when tecture, facing south. It is situated on the
the fires were lighted in the furnaces in the line of the Rapid Transit and a little way north
new home. It was not an experiment.
of the Illinois Central track. To the south of
Up to the time the company came to Water- the buildings is a triangular tract of land of
loo, it was a private concern, a sort of family considerable extent, designed for a park, in
The plat
affair, but it had grown to such proportions which will be erected a fountain.
that it was compelled to seek a city offering
will be set with ornamental and shade trees
better shipping facilities than Webster City and shrubbery and will be provided with seats,
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-a place of recreation for the workmen. The
fronts of the buildings are of dressed limestone, pressed brick and articficial stone trimmmgs. The sides are of solid stone and the
roofs, which are fireproof, are composed of
three thicknesses of 24 pound wool felt, soaked
in asphaltum and laid in asphalt instead of tar.
The buildings are fireproof, with the exception
of the window frames, which are of wood. The
windows, of which there are over 600 in the
group of buildings, are of ribbed glass, greatly
increasing the illumination inside the buildings,
shutting out the direct rays and diffusing the
light so that all parts of the building, regardless of location are well illuminated.
The firm has a large foreign sale for their
product in addition to that at home, which extends to all parts of the Union. The Litchfield plant is the completest manufacturing
plant, considering solidity and beauty of buildings and consideration of the comfort, health
and pleasure of its employees, to be found in
Iowa. The following are the officers: Presi- ·
dent, H. L. Litchfield; vice-president, F. \V.
Boynton; secretary and treasurer, E. C. Litchfield.
THE

WHOLESALE

AND

JOBBING

INTERESTS.

To manufacture and sell, near and far,
the products manufactured, makes the world
at large contributors to the growth of the city
where the manufacturing is done. In the same
way. though, perhaps, in less measure, the
wholesaling business draws in wealth from
the outside. In these two points Waterloo is

particularly strong. A list of the factories and
manufacturing plants is given elsewhere, and
a nutice ol the wholesale houses comes naturally as supplementary. Briefly, there is $895,000 capital in vested in the wholesale business
in Waterloo, employing 204 men.
The oldest wholesale firm is The Fowler
Company, with a capital of $275,000. It has
grown to its present proportions from a small
beginning by the Fo wler Brothers in 1870. It
has been added to and expanded until at the
present time it ranks as one of the leading
wholesale grocery houses of the State.
Its
beginnings were humble and it was quartered
in very modest buildings; making changes
from time to time as the business grew until
1884 when a three-story brick block on the
corner of East Fourth and Lafayette streets,
40 by 100 feet, was erected for the accomodation of the business.
In 1894 a four-story
block, 65 by 90 feet, was erected for the accommodation of the business. This is connected
over the alley with the former structure, of
which the third story and a part of the second
are used for storage purposes. In I 879 The
Fowler Company was incorporated, succeeding Fowler Brothers.
This is the pioneer wholesale estabishment
of the city and has proven a great success,
ranking with the first and largest wholesale
houses in the State of Iowa.
The present officers are: President, Cortlandt F. Fowler; vice-president, Frank J.
Fowler, treasurer, George V. Fowler; secretary, C. S. Pugsley.
Smith, Lichty & Hillman Company is
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another wholesale grocery firm, organized in
1890. E. B. Smith, George E. Lichty and B. S.
Hillman began their ascent from the most
modest positions in the ordinary grocery store.
They mastered the business step by step; they
grew to know it in its minutest details; they
were ambitious and were not satisfied to know
the growing trade simply and alone. They
were students 1o f business in general, read,
studied and informed themselves on the subject
of trade in its wider sense and thus got a more
comprehensive idea of the relations of their
chosen field of business to that of the whole
body of commercial interests. They did not
have much money capital, but were rich in
energy, pluck and knowledge, and had the confidence of the business men. Success attended
There were some
the firm from the start.
who imagined that the establishment of this
second wholesale house would militate against
the old established one. But it did not have
that effect. The outside world, tributary to
Waterloo, was freer to trade here when there
was competition, and the new firm only added
to the scope of the city's business and volume
of trade.
The business of the firm is conducted in a
building 72 by 132 feet, four stories and basement, located on East Park avenue. The capital invested in the business is $225,000. There
are S1 employees. The officers are: President,
George E. Lichty; vice-president, C. 0. Balliett; treasurer, Agnes W. Smith; secretary, B.
S. Hillman; directors, B. S. Hillman. Agnes
W. Smith, C. 0. Baliett. C. E. Pickett. Dr. \V.
Eddy, W. W. Miller and George E. Lichty.
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A. B. Covert & Company, successors to the
George B. Rowel Glove Company, are a jobbing firm. They handle gloves, mittens and all
kinds of knit goods, and do an extensive business.
The Waterloo Fruit & Commission Company, with a capital stock of $50,000, is the
outgrowth of a business started by Albert
Holzer IO years ago.
The business covers
fruits, vegetables, canned goods and oysters.
The articles dealt in are gathered from all
sections of our own country, with additional
vegetables from Canada, grapes from Spain,
lemons from Italy, dates and figs from Persia,
tangarines from Japan, bananas and cocoanuts from Central America and apples from
Canada.
The company as at present organized has
been in business five years, has a building of
its own at the east end of the Fifth Street
bridge, So by mo feet in dimensions, two
stories and basement.
The officers are as follows: President, L. A.
Knittle; vice-president and manager, S. L.
Vale; secretary, A. A. Sohn; and treasurer,
H.B. Hoxie.
The William Galloway Company are jobbers in wagons, buggies, scoop-boards, grinders, corn-planters and all kinds of farm implements. They have the exclusive sale of the
Litchfield Manure Spreader and deal in other
articles manufactured by the Litchfield Company, one of the largest manufacturing establishments in the State. The company has recently purchased the agricultural implement
stock of M. C. Vaughan & Company. The
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business is located on Commerical street opposite the Equitable Building.
One of the important wholesaling institutions in Waterloo is the Cutler Hardware
Company, with a capital of $75,000, located in
its fine four-story building on upper Sycamore
This store really has the honor of
street.
being the oldest in Waterloo, that is to say, F.
E. Cutler, the president of the company, is the
oldest business man in point of continuous
service in East Waterloo. His hardware store
on a modest scale, was established in 1866, but
the Cutler Hardware Company was not incorporated until 1891, although considerable
wholesaling had been done in connection with
the retail work for many years previous to that
date. The wholesaling part of the business
really began in 1885 and the retail and wholesaling interests were carried on side by side until four years ago, when the retail part was
closed out.
The concern employs 2 5 men, of whom
seven are traveling salesmen. The scope of
business is the northern half of Iowa and the
southern part of Minnesota. The nature of
the stock is general hardware, paints, oils, etc.
The officers are as follows: President, F.
E. Cutler; vice-president, J. M. Groat; secretary. G. W. Huntley; and treasurer, H. A.
Cutler.
The volume of business during 1903 was
the greatest in the history of the company, and
1904 promises to exceed last year.
In giving the wholesale and jobbing industries of Waterloo, one can not overlook

J'

the branch establishment on Commercial street,
conducted by Swift & Company, of Chicago.
This branch, which is managed by A. J. Barkow, handles eggs, butter and poultry. These
articles are procured from the farmers and
merchants in the northeast corner of Iowa.
The number of men employed in this establishment varies greatly with the season of the
year. The busiest season is just preceding the
holidays, when the farmers bring their turkeys,
chickens, ducks and geese to town to convert
them into money with which to buy Christmas
gifts. During this season the number of men
employed has reached as high as 35, but during the quiet periods of the year the number includes only one or two men besides the manager. Swift & Company have been doing business in Waterloo for the past three or four
years and consider this an excellent point for
carrying on the kind of jobbing trade in which
they are engaged.
The Brown Crockery Company, located in
its own building on Bridge street, is capitalized
at $50,000, and gives employment, on an average, to eight people. The articles handled are
a general line of china, glassware, and lamps.
The territory over which its traveling representatives solicit trade is northern Iowa. The
corporate existence of the concern is two years,
but the business itself is one of the pioneers in
this section of the country. It has really been
since 1886 that the crockery business has been
conducted. At first, of course, it was on a
limited scale, but as the years passed and the
quality of goods handled became better known,
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the scope of sales was extended and the volume of business increased.
The officers are as folows : President, M.
C. Brown; vice-president, J. E. Sedgwick; and
secretary and treasurer, A. W. Brown.
The Sias & Cole Company handle fruits,
Their building is on
vegetables and nuts.
West Park avenue, alongside the C. G. W.
tracks. The capital, which is fully paid up,
is $20,000 and the officers, who are successfully
managing the affairs of the institution, are as
follows: President, D. P. Sias; vice-president,
F. B. Loomis; and secretary and treasurer, N.
H. Loomis.
The company gives employment to 15 men
The
and the outlook is exceedingly bright.
concern was established February 15, 1901,
but within that short time a business has developed beyond the expectations of its projectors.
The Wangler Drug Company, exclusively
wholesale, employs 22 people, four of whom
are traveling salesmen. The money employed
in carrying on this prosperous concern amounts
to $175,000. The officers are C. D. Wangler,
president; P. J . Martin, vice-president; J. F.
Burns, secretary; and N. 0. Munger, treasurer.
The practical management of the affairs of the
company is in the hands of the president, who
has been in the drug business at \i\Taterloo, in
one capacity or another, for a third of a century.
The line of goods handled by the Wangler
Drug Company includes drugs, druggists' sundries, stationery, stationery sundries, paints,
oils. painters' supplies and brushes, glass and
glassware, and soda fountain specialties.
13
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The business during 1903 prospered far beyond the expectations of the members of the:
company. The sales for that year were double:
those of the first year's business, ending January 1, 1902. The business was established!
November 1, 1900, but so little business was
done during the first two months that the fiscal
year of the concern ends with January I.
In short, the growth of this business has been
little short of phenomenal.
Arrangements
have already been made to increase the traveling force and to extend the scope of territory
covered by this concern. The scope of sales
embraces the northern part of Iowa and a small
territory in southern Minnesota.
The company occupies the building, which
was built for the Waterloo Warehouse &
Storage Company, on Sycamore street. The
building is a new one of ornamental architecture, commodious and attractive, and is 48 by
140 feet, five stories high, with basement.
A new jobbing concern in Waterloo is that
conducted by Wilson Brothers, who are incorporated with a capital of $25,000. The concern handles neckties, suspenders, collars and
cuffs, and the place of business is in the Equitable Building, on Commercial street.
The number of men employed is IO, most
of them traveling salesmen, who cover Iowa,
North and South Dakota, Minnesota, N ebraska, Kansas and Missouri. Following are the
officers: President, D . J. Wilson; vice-president, H. A. Wilson; and secretary and manager, A. A. Wilson.
George Haven & Company, whose office
and warehouse are at the corner of •First and
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Cedar streets, are wholesalers of hardwood
lumber. Five men are in the employ of the
company and their sales are made in Iowa and
adjoining States. A business of about $150,000 was conducted last year and this year 1s
bright with promises of even better things.
SOCIETIES.

Ancient Free and Accepted Masons.To no other institution have so many varying
legend:5 attached as to the origin of the Masonic
fraternity. To trace back through the comparatively brief period of the existing system
to the operative craft is a simple task. Through
the operative guilds of medi~val Europe to
reach the artisan associations of Rome, and by
means of these to go to Egypt and to travel
back into the very bo-rderland of unrecorded
time-all this has employed the pen and exercised the fancy of many skilled and enthusiastic
searchers for the origin of Masonry. To account for its speculative e~istence, the trail
goes back through a dimly-lighted region and
few are satisfied until they have found ancestors among Rosicrucians, Gnostics, Essenes
and mystics of all times and races, until this
quest also ends upon the banks of the Nile. It
suffices to say that in the mysteries of the past
are to be found much that to-day we cherish
of symbol and ceremony, and that the Roman
colleges of craftsmen. supplying the middle
age operatiYes with a form of organization,
have transmitted to our institution som~thing
of its garb and appearance.
But it is only as \Ye approach what is
0

kno,,·n as the "Revival of Masonry" in 1717
that the historian treads on solid. ground. With
the establishment of the Grand Lodge of England at that date began a continuous record.
In February, 1717, "the four lodges meeting
at the Goose and Gridiron, in St. Paul's
Churchyard; the Crown, in Parker's Lane, near
Drury Lane; the Apple Tree Tavern in Charles
street, Covent Garden, and the Rummer and
Grapes Tavern in Channel Row, Westminster
-the only four lodges being in the south of
England at that time-with some other old
brethren, met at the Apple Tree Tavern above
mentioned, and, having voted the oldest Master
Mason then present in the chair, constituted
themselves a Grand Lodge pro tempore in due
form." Such was the beginning of Free Masonry in its present form. A schism in 1738
resulted in a secession. The seceding body
became known as "Ancients" while those holding to the parent Grand Lodge were dubbed
"Moderns". In 1813 the breach was healed
and since that time harmony has prevailed
among the Masons of England.
Soon after the revival of 1717 in England
we find that Masonry made its way to America. The first notice we have of the fraternity
in what is now the United States is in 1729,
in which year, during the grand mastership of
the Duke of Norfolk, Daniel Cox was appointed provincial grand master of the Colony
of New Jersey.
The line of descent in Masonry in this
St ... ., runs back through Missouri to Tennessee,
thence deriving from North Carolina, and this
in turn from the Grand Lo.clge of England in
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1771. There is, therefore, no taint m the
legitimacy of Iowa craftsmen. On November
20. 18--1-0, on dispensation granted by R. \V.
Joab Bernard, of St. Louis, deputy grand
master of the Grand Lodge of Missouri, Des
:\Ioines Lodge \\·as constiuted at Burlington,
\\'ith Hiram C. Bennett as \V. M. A charter
was grantee! to this body October 20, 1841,
under the name of Des Moines Lodge, No. 41.
Free Masonry was introduced into Black
Hawk County in 1853, \\'hen Black Hawk
Lodge, No. 65, A. F. & i\. l\I., was organized
at Cedar Falls, at that time the county seat of
the county, \Vaterloo then being only a small
village. In 1856 a dispensation was issued by
Grand Master Sanford for a lodge at Waterloo, with Timothy Rowell, \V. M., Ephraim
l\Iears, S. W., and S. P. Brainard, J. 'vV. At
a meeting of the Grand Lodge in June, 1857,
a charter was granted to \Vaterloo Lodge, No.
105, A F. & A M., with a membership of 18.
The growth of the lodge has kept pace with
the growth of the city. In 1870 a second
Masonic lodge was organized in \Vaterloo, on
the East Side of the river, called Victory
Lodge, No. 292. This lodge continued to exist
until 1879, when both lodges were consolidated
under the original name and number of Waterloo Lodge, No. 105, and located in the third
story of the Union Block, on East Fourth
street, now occupied by the Troxel Furniture
Company, where the lodge remained for 20
years.
These quarters then becomiriO' too
small for the needs of the fraternity, ste1, . .. ere
taken to erect a building to be owned and occupied by the Masonic bodies of Waterloo.
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The money for this purpose was raised on the
stock company plan, with very little effort, and
the Masonic Temple, located at the corner of
East Park avenue and Sycamore street, was
erected, valued to-clay at $40,000. On November 11, 1898, the corner-stone of this temple
was laid with solemn and impressive ceremonies
by Matt. Parrott, deputy grand master, assisted by the officers and members of VI aterloo
Lodge, Charles E. Pickett, the orator of the
occasion, delivering the address. On June 20,
1899, the Temple was dedicated with appropriate ceremonies, since which time it has been
occupied by all the Masonic bodies of 'vVaterloo, and Waterloo Lodge has prospered as
never before, having at the present time a total
membership of 425 in good standing. During
the 47 years of its existence, the lodge has
always been prosperous and harmonious.
During the 47 years of existence the following masters have presided in the East, during the years indicated : Timothy Rowell, 1857,
1858; S. P. Brainard, 1859, 1860, 1861;
George W. Couch, 1862, 1863, 1864, 1865,
1866; 1870, 1871; R. A Whitaker, 1867, 1868;
T. A Covert, 1869, 1872, 1873; Frank Neely,
1874, 1875; W. T. Spencer, 1876, 1877; H.
H. Saunders, 1878, 1879; Matt. Parrott, 1880;
H. L. Shutts, 1881, 1882, 1883, 1884; H. T.
Roberts, 1885; M. T. Owens, 1886, 1887; C.
D. Becker, 1888, 1889, 1890, 1891, 1892, 1893,
1894; G. R. Turner, 1895, 1896; Claus Junge,
1897, 1898, 1899; P. J. Martin, 1900, 1901,
190:::-, 1903, 1904.
Tabernacle Chapter, No. 52 Royal Arc:1
Masons, was organized in \i\T aterloo, October
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24, I 870, and at the present time has about I 7 5
members.
Crescent Council, Royal and Select Masters, was instituted in Waterloo, February 10,
1902, and has a membership of about 75.
Ascalon Commandery, No. 25, Knights
Templar, was instituted in Waterloo, October
19, 1875, and has at present 130 members.
Waterloo Chapter, No. 123 Order of the
Eastern Star was organized February 17,
1902, and has a membership at present of 265,
being the largest chapter of the order in Iowa.
Masonry in Waterloo has always been popular with nearly all classes, a large majority of
the best business men and professional men
being found among its members. The principles and teachings of Free Masonry have
been exemplified in the lives of its members,
~nd its influence has always been on the side
of right. It has cared for the widows and the
orphans while more than one business man in
the progressive city owes his present standing
and prosperity to the direct influence of the
fraternity.
Perhaps there is no better arranged or better equipped building in Iowa for lodge purposes than the Masonic Temple in this city.
The lodge room is 40 by 60 feet, beautifully
decorated and elegantly furnished. Fully 300
electric lights of various sizes and colors are
used to illuminate the lodge room during the
initiatory ceremonies; one of the best and most
perfect stereopticons in the West is in use in
this hall; and every device and arrangement
that will aid in making the work of the order
more impressive that is used by any of the

large lodges of the country is being used by
the Waterloo Masons. Consequently the reputation of the lodges here for perfect work in
all the branches of the fraternity is excellent
throughout the State.
A magnificent banquet room with a seating capacity of 100 adjoins the lodge room
and, with the most perfectly appointed kitchen
in the city, it is possible to serve many banquets and lunches, making the social side of
Waterloo Masonry attractive to all.
The financial standing of the vanous
branches of Waterloo Masonry is of the highest order and the present generation is laying
a foundation for the future that will ensure the
perpetuity of the order in Waterloo as long as
the city exists.
The Knights of Pythias Lodge was organized in 1892 with the following members: A.
B. Autes, G. B. Rowell, H. H. Bezold. C. F.
Kruse, J. W. Hetts, G. C. Tullock, Henry
Payne, Vv. H. Bateman, C. C. Huff, A. B.
Thomas, James Huff, J. W. Mullan, J. V.
Smith, Moses Frank, A. S. Carpes, George R.
Crittenden, C. 0. Balliett, C. A. Cobb, H. H.
Saunders, J. H. Crippen, W. H. Skinner, R.
Cester, J. M. Messinger, E. E. Dow, S. C.
Gilbert, F. L. Gilbert, M. Roach, E. M. Mabie
and M. P. Messinger.
The officers at present are Chancellor
commander, Charles I. Munger; vice chancellor, George W. Huntley; prelate, Guy A.
Feeley; K. of R. and S., Charles W. Stilson~
M. of F., 'vV. C. Logan; M. of E., J. N. Sweitzer; M. of 'vV., G. F. Scales; M. at A., L. V.
Taylor; inner guard, G. L. Corson; outer
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guard, G. 0. Faulkner; trustees, H. C. Schultz,
J. K. Joder and A. F. Stoldt. The present
membership is 355.
They have a large hall with reception rooms,
dining room, dancing hall, dressing rooms and
billiard room, all finely furnished, occupying
the entire third floor of the Russell-Lamson
Block.
Brotherhood of American Yeomen, 'William
Tell Homestead, No. 161.-On Oc,t ober 6,
1898, a meeting was held at the office of G. C.
Kennedy to organize a homestead of the B.
of A. Y., on call of Deputy L. M. Hawver.
There were present: A. A. Dunham, D.
Norcott, F. \V. Hartong, J. H. Weller, A.
Sohner, G. S. Boehmler, 0. J. Fullerton, C. S.
Chase, Frank Edgerton, C. E. Buroway, Joseph
A. Parson, A. J. Breck~nridge, F. E. McStay
and G. C. Kennedy. These men with J. G.
Schmidt and George S. Wise were elected
members of the homestead.
Officers were elected as follows : Foreman,
Freeland E. McStay; master of ceremonies,
Ashley A. Dunham; correspondent, G. C. Kennedy; and other offices were filled. These officers held their positions until the following
January.
Starting out with 16 members, vVilliam
Tell Homestead, No. 161, now has a membership of 173. The foremen from the organization down to the present time have been: Freeland E. McStay, H. F. Rickert, L. M. Hawver,
G. J. Lemper, F. W. Biggs and Otto Larson.
The meetings are held every two weeks in the
G. A. R. Hall.
Tribe of Ben Hur, Melchoir Court, No. 8,
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was organized August 26, 1896, in the old
Burnham Building hall over the corner of
Fourth and Sycamore streets. The first officers were: George Cronover, chief; Dr. P. J.
Fullerton, scribe. The present officers are:
Fred Eichelberg, chief; F. F. Reed, scribe.
Meetings are held at present in the A. 0. U. W.
Hall over the Steeley Block. The membership
is about 400.
Ancient Order of United Workmen, Howland Lodge, No. 274, was instituted January
14, 1887. It was called to order for organization at 8 p. m. The first officers were: P. M.
W., D. W. Crouse; M. W., J. H. Wickman;
foreman, V. W. Albee; overseer, W. J. McCord; recorder, H. A. Holman; financier, War-ren Brown; receiver, R. S. Brown; guide, F. E.
Leeper; I. W., E. H. Dwight; 0. W., J. L.
Jackson; medical examiners, Drs. C. S. Chase
and L. K. Fullerton; trustees, L. Cobb, W. J.
McCord and L. Libby. These officers were
duly installed by W. R. Graham, grand master
workman.
The present officers of the lodge are: Sitting, P. M. \IV., A. B. Lovejoy; M. W., A. F.
Hoenig; foreman, Charles Rose; overseer, William 0. Guy. Jr.; recorder, J. \IV. Wilby; financier, 0. Larson; receiver, F. J. Eighmey;
guide, H. H. N elling; I. W., M. D. Rose; 0.
\\!., J. M. Hoffman; medical examiners, Drs.
D. W. Crouse, C. S. Chase, 0. J. Fullerton,
Arthur Gollmar, T. B. Askew and E. L.
Shannon: trustees from January 1,-H. D.
Haffa, one year; E. Phillips, two years, A. A.
Dunham, three years. The present membership is 400.
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At the Grand Lodge meeting held in May,
1904, at Davenport, J. 'vV. \Vilby was elected
grand overseer. 'vV. H. Bingham, who now
lives at Denver, Colorado, but who still retains
his membership in Howland Lodge, has the
honor of being past grand master workman.
George Dunham was elected grand overseer at
the Grand Lodge session in 'vVaterloo in 1878.
Dr. Crouse served several years on the Grand
Lodge finance committee. Dr. Chase served
on Grand Lodge committees at various times.
The first lodge room was over Henderson's
drug store, then in \i\Tyant Hall and in October,
1902, the lodge moved to its present quarters
in the Steeley Block.
Grand Army of the Republic, Robert Anderson Post, No. 68, was mustered in November 25, 1881, with 18 members. The present
officers are: George \V. Harbin, commander;
D. S. Johnson, senior vice-commander; Michael Hileman, junior vice-commander; ReY.
E. Skinner, chaplain; B. S. Dorian, officer of ·
the clay; J. Sine, lieutenant and quartermaster;
Frank Shoemaker, adjutant. The present membership is 132.
Sons of Veterans, Phil Sheridan Camp,
No. 19, was organized April 21. 1895, with
10 members. The first officers were: F. \V.
White, captain; Eel Munger, 1st lieutenant;
Albert Bryant, 2nd lieutenant; E. S. Miller,
outside sentinel; J. N. Labarre. inside sentinel.
The camp grew to considerable proportions
but for some years has dropped out of active
existence.
The Order of the Reel Cross was organized
in the summer of 1880. It flourished for a

number of years, but finally was practically
disbanded. A few years since, it was reorganized and started out with considerable
promise, but in the early part of 1904 it again
became involved in difficulties, which resulted
in the dismemberment of the society.
A. 0. U. D., Cedar Grove, No. 48, was organized August ro, 1885, and survived birth
about two years.
The German Aid Society was organized in
1867. The present officers are: President,
Frank Beck; secretary, August Ebel; treasurer,
G. Hartman. The society is in a flourishing
condition.
The \Vaterloo Turn-Verein was organized
in March, 1878, with 45 members. Its present membership is 75. The society O\\·ns valuable property on the corner of Lafayette and
East Fifth streets, purchased of the East Side
Methodists in 1879. Several additions have
been made to the building since that time and
the property is now valued at $15,000. The
present officers are: J. G. Schmidt, president;
Henry Althouse, vice-president; J. H. Veich t,
secretary; C. A. Koebele, treasurer.
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks,
\\'aterloo Lodge, No. 290, was organized in
1894, with 30 charter members. The first
meeting ,vas held in Turner Hall and meetings
were held at various places until 1897, when
the lodge took possession of their new quarters on the third floor of George P. Beck's
block on Bridge street. They occupy the entire third floor, 66 by 80 feet, divided . into
lodge room, dining room. parlor, kitchen ancl
ante-rooms, all finely furnished.
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The charity feature of this organization is
one wholly for the present, there being no benefit after death. Nor are the charities confined
to members of the order; on the contrary, to
a great extent money raised for such purposes
goes to neeay outsiders or to organized charities independent of the order. The Elks gave
$1,200 in charities during the year 1903.
The present membership is 257. The present officers are Exalted ruler, A. W. Brown;
esteemed leading knight, B. B. Oliver; esteemed
lecturing knight, J. W. McMillan; esteemed
loyal knight, C. F. Kruse; secretary, W. S.
Williams; treasurer, A. H. Holt.
Iowa Workmen.-vVaterloo Lodge No.
26, A. 0. U. W. was organized May 11, 1875.
The first officers were: L. Lichty, P. M \V.;
R. A. Whitaker, M. W.; A. J. Edwards, F.;
J. H. Kuhns, 0.; D.R. Weaver, G.; C. B. Stilson, recorder; E. Swank, financier; M. Partridge, receiver; H. Lampe, 0. W.; A. J. Edwards, Lewis Lichty and C. B. Stilson, trustees.
This lodge is now known as Iowa Workmen. The present officers are: A. J. Edwards, 1\1. \V.; C. B. Stilson, financier; Harry
Hurst, recorder. The grand recorder of the
order has been for 27 years resident of Waterloo. R. A Whitaker held the position for 16
years or up to 1893, when he resigned on account of ill health. H. B. White succeeded
him by appointment and in 1894 was elected to
the position and has held it ever since, having
been recently reelected for another two years'
term.
Iowa Workmen.-Goethe Lodge, No. 95,
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A. 0. U. W. (now Iowa Workmen) was
instituted January 26, 1877, ·being made up
principally of German citizens. It was consolidated with Courier Lodge, No. 145, in
1898.
Iowa \i\Torkmen.-Courier Lodge. No.
145, A. 0. U. vV. (now Iowa Workmen), was
organized January 16, 1868. The present
officers are: E mmons Johnson, M. \\'.; M. C.
Brown, financier; Harry Daniels, recorder;
John H. Leavitt, receiver.
Independent Order of Odd Fellows, Black
Hawk Lodge, No. 72, was instituted June 5,
1855. The charter was surrendered in the winter of 1857-58. In 1867 the lodge was reinstituted with A. C. Bunnell, 0. E. Hardy, J.
C. Hubbard, T. Wiley and B. J. Capwell as
first members, and has since had a flourishing
existence, so much so that a number of years
ago, having grown tired of renting halls, and
deeming it more economical to' own a
building of their own, the proposition
to erect such a building was agitated, and
at the suggestion of Dr. 0. J. Fullerton, Isaac
Bentz and W. W. \Vhitenack, tYie matter was
considered in regular meeting. There was but
a light attendance, scarcely more than sufficient to do business and action favorable to the
enterprise was taken. It is doubtful whether
such action would have been taken if there had
been anything like a full attendance. But it
was fortunate for the lodge that it was as it
was as the enterprise has proved valuable in a
pecuniary sense as well as in other ways.
The building was erected on East Fourth
street at a cost, including the lot, of $22,000.
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It is three stories high. The first floor is used
for store rooms, second floor for offices, while
the third floor is devoted entirely to lodge purposes, divided into lodge room, parlor and other
rooms convenient for banqueting and other
festive occasions. At the time of building
there was some money in the treasury. An indebtedness of $14,500 was incurred, which is
now nearly all paid.
The present officers are : William G. Bussler, noble grand; J. H. Reed, V. G.; L. Holder,
R. S.; Stephen Ferguson, P. S.; W. F. Curtis, treasurer.
The Patriarchs Militant Canton was organized in 1886. First officers: L. E. Anthony, captain; E. S. Roebuck, lieutenant;
There are four
Warren Brown, ensign.
Militant.
Patriarchs
the
branches of
The Rebekahs, Temple Lodge, No. 15, organized in 1888 had as first officers : Mrs.
Walter Hitchcock, noble grand; Mrs. Ida
Becker, V. G.; Mrs. Emma Whitenack, treasurer.
Royal Arcanum, Golden Council, No. 380,
was organized in February, 1881, with about
20 members. The present membership is 165.
The present officers are: E. C. Shaffner, regent; H. A. Snyder, secretary; E. E. Hill, collector; J. N. La Barre, treasurer; Drs. W. B.
Small and T. B. Askew, medical examiners.
Knights of the Maccabees, Cedar Tent, No.

28, was organized June 30, 1894. The first officers were: Sir knight past commander, C. H.
C.
G.
Riehl; sir knight commander,
Kennedy; sir knight lieutenant commander, M.
L. Spencer; sir knight record keeper, F. J.
Landgraf. The present officers are : Past
commander, J. I. Heiple; commander, Fred
Rath; lieutenant commander, C. B. McCord;
record keeper, W. H. Brunn. The membership is 240 in the life benefit department; also
a uniform rank with about 40 members. The
society is in a prosperous condition, and owns
its own hall and furnishings.
Ladies of the Maccabees, Waterloo Hive,
No. 22, was organized eight years ago. The
present membership is 200. The officers are:
lady commander, Mrs. Nettie M. Schwab;
record keeper, Mrs. Nora Phillips; past commander, Mrs. Matilda Kleinfelter; lieutenant
commander, Mrs. J. L. Gallyean; chaplain,
Mrs. Mary Sherwood; mistress at arms, Mrs.
Willey.
Ladies of the Maccabees, Cedar Hive, No.
37, was organized in February, 1903. The
present membership is 60. The officers are:
lady commander, Mrs. Katherine Vaughan;
lieutenant commander, Mrs. Hepler; record
finance
Bronson;
Pearl
Miss
keeper,
keeper, Mrs. Eel. Westoff; Chaplain, Mrs.
Malcolm; mistress at arms, Mrs. May Wright.

CHAPTER XII
LA PORTE CITY AND SMALL TOWNS OF THE COVNTY OF THE
PRESENT AND PAST
LA

PORTE

CITY-HUDSON-GILBERTSVILLE-DUNKERTON-RAYMUND-D EWAR-WINSLOW-

w ASHBURN-BENSON-GLASGOW-VOORHIES-JANESVILLE -CEDAR

VALLEY-OTTAWA

-BROOKLYN-CEDAR CITY-WARREN-GREENVILLE-BARCLAY.

LA PORTE CITY.

This town is situated in the southeast corner
of the county in a rich and productive agricultural district. Four counties corner near the
place--Tama, Benton, Buchanan and Black
Hawk-and all contribute to its building up
and to the trade which makes it one of the
liveliest small towns in the State. The location is beautiful and from the first the town
has contributed some of the best men to the
public service of the State and county which
the county has produced.
The town was originally caHed "La Porte"
simply, but there being another place of the
same name in the State a change became necessary, so after a vote had been taken on the
subject about 1858 the word "City" was added
to the name and it has since been known as
"La Porte City."
This thriving town originally located on
the south half of section 25, township 87,
range r 2 ( Big Creek, a township), was sur-

veyed by Wesley Whipple, June 5, 1855, and
the plat filed for record July 16, 1855, by the
proprietors-Jesse Wasson, Junia Wasson, W.
Catlin and Rozella Catlin. The town was
named by Dr. Wasson in honor of La Porte,
Indiana, his former home.
The first settler in town was Dr. Jesse \Vasson, who built the first building on the town
plat, on the corner of Main and Locust streets,
in April, 1855. It was designed as a store
building, and was opened as such, with a
stock of goods, in the following May; but he occupied a portion of it for a dwelling until he
completed his house, which he built during the
ensuing summer.
Among the early setlers were G. Bishop,
the first attorney of the new town; \V. L. Fox,
R. Momtray, Vv. C. Kennedy, R. A. Brooks and
George Cook.
The first saw mill was erected by Dr. 'Wasson in 1856, on Big Creek. The first grist-mill
was built by Lewis Turner in 1855-56; this
mill was destroyed by fire and was not re-
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stored until 1864-65, when T. H. Elwell built an additional hose cart was purchased and
another about 200 feet below the site of the old from time to time since other apparatus has
one. Elwelrs mill was one of the best flour- been supplied so that the facilities for fighting
ing mills in Iowa.
fire are excellent.
In 1856, John Rolph and W. L. Fox built
On October 7, 1870, George 'vV. Hayzlett,
a story-and-a-half building 12 by 12 feet, in Jasper Parks and 39 others presented a petithe brush on the east side of Main street, near tion to the Circuit Court praying for the inCommercial, every stick of timber in which corporation of La Porte City. An election was
was taken from public lands. The upper floor ordered, and was held at the Kennebec House,
o f this building was desig11ed as a paint shop afterward the ~ational, January 31, 1871,
by Mr. Rolph; the lower floor was supplied which resulted in 1 IO yotes in favor of inwith a few rude benches, and in that summer corporation and 7 5 votes against it. So on the
the first school in town was opened in it by uth day of February, 1871, the ~ourt declared
Hattie Fleming, afterward Mrs. James Fos- the town of La Porte City duly incorporated.
dick.
B. S. Stanton, George \Valts, Hiram GoodThe first school house was built of logs on win, C. T. Ingersoll and \Villiam Chapple,
School House square. The second was a frame commissioners appointed by the court, called
building, built in 1863-64 on the same site, an election on March 6, 1871, for the election
Near this a brick school house was erected in of officers, which resulted as follows: Mayor,
1871-72.
R. J. McQuilken; recorder. \V. H. Brinkerhoff:
John Thompson was the blacksmith who trustees, George W. Hayzlett, \V. A. \Valker,
struck the first ringing blows on the anvil in William Chapple, John Hilferty and W. L. Fox.
La Porte City, in a log shop near the corner The municipality was duly organized March
of Commercial and Main streets.
11, its first act being the adoption of rules of
The first iron bridge in the county was one order. On April 1, T. H. Cole was elected marthrown across Big Creek in this town in 1867 shal; Henry Chapple, treasurer and on April
at a cost of $4,500 and in 1874 a substantial 15, 0. G. Young was elected street commisHowe truss bridge was built across the Cedar s10ner.
Those who have served as mayor of the
River nearly opposite the town at an expenditure of 0Yer $7,000.
town are: R. J. McQuilken. who served three
Independent Fire Company, No. 1, was or- terms; Dr. Jesse \Vasson who served three
ganized in the fall of 1881 as a hook and ladder terms and was followed by W. A. Walker and
company. The necessary apparatus was pur- he by Jacob Wagoner, when Dr. Jesse \Vaschased by the city. In 1875, a hand engine son took the office for another term in 1881.
was purchased which previously belonged to William Rolph came next, followed by Cato
the Cedar Rapids Fire Department. In 1884 Sells, and then Rolph again had the office, for
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two terms, 1884-85. Rolph was succeeded by
A. B. Thurston, two terms; E. McShane, one
term, L. M. Cummins, two terms, P. L. Hayzlett, three terms. The present mayor, B. E.
Eberhart was appointed by the City Council
to fill the unexpired term of Mr. Rolph who
resigned, and has since been twice elected to
the office.
The other city officers at the present time
are: Clerk. E. R. Ashlet; treasurer, G. E.
Stebbins; assessor, John McQuilken; street
commissioner, Zack Fuller; councilmen-A.
L. Watkins, Joseph Husman, R. McQuilken,
D. Schofield. J. H. Connell and A. R. Hunt.
Following are the names of those who have
been in charge of the Post Office and the years
of their appointment: Dr. Jesse \V asson,
1855: Le\\·is Turner, 1857; \Villiam L.
Fox, 1857; Cyrus C. Charles, 1861; George
W. Hayzlett, 1868; John R. Stebbins, 1874;
Buren S. Wasson, 1885-89; George \V. Hayzlett, 1889-93; Clark Ravelin and E . Duke
Naven, 1893-97; J. H. Camp, 1897-1901;
George Banger. 1901-.
The schools are accommodated in one
large building near the center of population.
The enrollment in 1903 was 365; number of
teachers employed, nine. The superintendent,
L. H. Minkle, is a young and successful educator.
There are two solid blocks of business
, houses located on each side of the street. The
town has a good system of water works, and
gas and electric light plants.
One of the largest corn canning plants in
the county is located here.
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The central position of La Porte City, because of the four counties which corner near
it, gives it an advantage for holding district
fairs which the enterprising people of the place
have not failed to make use of. Mention is
made elsewhere of this feature of La Porte
City's life. The county fair which flourished
in nearly every county 15 or 20 years ago has
become particularly a thing of the past. The
citizens saw the opening and inaugurated the
district fair. The movement was so successful and popular that a few years since a stock
company ,yas formed, ground purchased and
buildings erected, including an art hall, grand
stand, ample stabling and shed room, and
every convenience for the accommodation of
hundreds of visitors and thousands of people.
To assure these district fairs success, added to
the advantages already named, a half-mile race
track was made, which is one of the finest in
the State and is so recognized.
The people of La Porte City are rich; the
farmers in the surrounding country are fullhanded and the merchants are correspondingly
As a result of these conditions
prosperous.
three strong banks are necessary to attend to
the financial end of the business.
The "Union State Bank was organized 111
188.+ and has a capital of $40,000, and a surplus of $10,000. The officers are: President,
Henry \Viese; vice-president, J. P. Skinner;
cashier, A. Van Valkenburg; assistant cashier,
E. Simpson.
The First National Bank was organized
111 I 889 ,Yith the following officers: President,
J. F . Camp: cashier. F. E. \Vettstein. The
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capital stock is $50,000, and there is a surplus
at the present time of $25,000. The officers
are: President, R. A. Perkins; 1st vice-president,
W. D. Wagner; 2nd vice-president, F. E.
\Vettstein; cashier, J. H. Lunemann; assistant
cashier, G. E. Stebbins; directors-R. A. Perkins, W. D. Wagner, F. E. Wettstein, J. H.
Lunemann, C. E. Ashley, A. E. Kline, Robert
Wagoner, H. B. Lizer. \V. T. McQuilken and
A. B. Elmer.
The \Vettstein Loan & Trust Company was
organized.in 1902. The capital is $50,000. The
officers are: President, F. E. \Vettstein; vicepresident, R. A. Perkins : secretary and treasurer, J. H. Lunemann; directors-F. E. vVettstein, R. A. Perkins, J. H. Lunemann, C. E.
Ashley and A. B. Elmer.
HUDSON.

This thriving town was surveyed and platted
by \iVilliam L. Miler, deputy county surveyor,
June 15, 1857, and filed for record June 24,
1857. John L. Alline, l\Iary Alline and Asaph
Sergeant were the proprietors. It was located
on the west half of section 26, to\\"nship 88,
range 14 ( Black Ha wk township) on the southeast side of Black Hawk Creek, eight miles
southwest of \Vaterloo. Through it passed
the \Vaterloo and Eldora road. a great wagon
thoroughfare, over which mail stages made
semi-weekly trips. About the time this line
was projected, which was probably before the
plat was made or recorded, speculation was rife
and everbody wanted all the Janel they could
see.
The first house in the villagesite was built in

1852 by Hiram Ludington. He abandoned the
house, and the land was afterward entered by
Adam Shigley in the autumn of 1853.
For two years the little village of Hudson
During that time,
had flattering prospects.
seven dwellings-one brick, one log and fo·e
frame-were erected ; two hotels-one brick
and one frame; one frame store building, on
the corner of Fifth and Washington streets,
Asaph Sergeant, proprietor; and one blacksmith shop.
A sawmill was built in 1857-58 by Te,Yksbury Brothers. A brush dam was built across
Big Creek which furnished the po,yer. It was
subsequently turned into a flouring mill, then
into a feed mill, but has long since ceased to
exist.
In 1884 an elevator was built by Bracket,
Armstrong & Company, of Marshalltown.
Byron Sergeant, one of the oldest citizens living, had charge of it. They shipped about 50,000 bushels of grain annually. That too is a
thing of the past, wheat growing having largely
ceased in this section of the country, giving
place to corn and stock raising and dairying.
In 1885, Leavitt, \Vashburn & Company
opened a bank in the village; and in 1890 the
same stockholders opened the Hudson Savings
Bank, with a capital of $15,000. In 1900 the
First National Bank was organized, with a
capital of $25,000. The officers are: Presiclent, J. H. Leavitt; vice-president, Thomas '
Loonan; and cashier, C. vV. Bedford. The
Hudson Savings Bank is officered by the same
men.
At present there are in the town two gen-
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eral stores, a hardware store, a drug store, a
lumber yard, a wagon and hay rack factory,
a harness store, a milliner store, a blacksmith
shop, two physicians, a dentist, a notary public and one newspaper-the Hudson Record.
Hudson has the following named churches:
Baptist, Brethren, Progressive Brethren and
United Brethren.
Three teachers are employed in the public
schools, the enrollment of pupils being 235.
GILBERTSVILLE.

This town was located on sections 22, 23
and 27, township 88, range 12, in Poyner township, and was surveyed and platted by John
W. Holmes, July 2, 1856, John Chambaud and
John Felton were proprietors. While the
county records show that it was platted in
1856, it seems probable that it was laid out at
least a year or two prior to that date. As Rome
was called the "Seven-Hill City," Gilbertsville,
might be called the "Sand-Hill City," provided
it ever grew to the proportions of a city. The
question has often been asked why a town was
laid out in such a barren place. The only reason given i's that the good land had all bee~1
entered before this, and the rock bottom and
fall in the Cedar River at this point made it a
suitable place for a mill, which was much needed. A mill was in fact built on the west bank
of the Cedar River and run by steam for two or
three years. Arrangements were also in progress for the building of a clam and ferry when
the accidental death of John Felton, by drowning. put a stop to the work. Felton and two
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other men were in a boat stretching a cable
across the river for a ferry, when in some manner the boat was caught by the rope, upset and
all were thrown into the water. Two of the
men were rescued, but Felton was unable to
swim and was drowned before assistance could
be given him.
Messrs. Chambaud and Felton were well
calculated to carry out the plans which they had
made together, the former possessing a talent
for planning and the latter, great executive
ability.
The city they planned was a magnificent
one, extensively laid out in blocks, lots, streets
and avenues on both sides of the Cedar River.
There were 78 blocks sub-divided into 714 lots
on the east side and 120 on the west side. The
plat represented a beautiful city possessing unequalled advantages. It showed a large public square in the center, a beautiful lake in the
center of the square, a nice pleasure boat in the
center. of the lake with a party of pleasure
seekers on board the boat enjoying a sail. Such
a magnificent plat was well calculated to give
anyone an exalted opinion of the place; but,
says the writer of the sketch above alluded to,
"I must confess I was somewhat disappointed
when I came to visit it for the first time, June
ro, 1856. I drove into town with three yoke
of heavy cattle to a light loaded wagon.
I
had crossed many sloughs without getting
sloughed but in Gilbertsville I got sandedstuck in the deep sand. I had to put my shoulder the wheel and call on Hercules to help
whip the cattle."
Mr. Chambaud, the projector of this mag-
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nificent enterprise, took his plat to Dubuque to
sell lots and to induce immigration to his ne\\'
city. Christopher Kelley \Yas pleased with the
prospect, sold his possessions in Dubuque and
i1wested the proceeds in se\·ei1 lots in the
•·sand-Hill City" on the Cedar. On his arrival, however. Kelly's wrath was righteously
kindled and there was some pretty loud and
pretty hard tall~; but he was in for it; he invested his all in lots in a paper city; his hopes
and his money were all sunk togettrer, and he
was obliged to remain to watch the spot where
they had disappeared. Nicholas Bowden also
invested in town lots after a careful examination of the plat; but when he came to examine
his Gilberstville property it is said that he gave
free vent to his rage with out being very fastidious in his language. John Fagan was very cautious; he didn't want to invest until he had
seen the spot. He did not place implicit confidence in Chambaud's plat, and ,Yith Joseph
Mathews he came out to see. They were in a
hurry (perhaps being fearful that the lots
should all be sold before they could get back)
and made the journey from Dubuque to Gilbertsville in a day and a half, l\Ir. Fagan coming on foot and Mathews on horseback. They
came, saw and returned to Dubuque, but concluded not to invest.
For a few years the city grew rapidly.
Chambaud, Kamman & Fagan opened a store
with a general assortment, well adapted to the
wants of the country. Nicholas Bowden also
opened a small store but did not continue long.
John Snyder had the first blacksmith shop. in
1855, and the first in the township. John

Eickelberg, 110\Y a resident of \Vaterloo, started a wagon shop soon after.
In 1857 Peter Felton started a steam sawmill on the Cedar bottom, under the bluff, on
som·e vacant lots. In the summer of 1858 the
top of the smoke-stack was visible above the
of the Cedar. The next .vear he moved
waters
'
it out of the bottom and set it in the center of
the public s.iuare, and where the lake was represented to be on the plat, and then had to dig
a well 12 feet deep right in the middle of the
lake to get water to supply his engine.
Many people who owned land in the vicinity built in town, but finding it inconvenient
they removed their buildings to their farms.
In the early settlement of the place, it support~d-a small brewery and tannery, but they
soon ceased operations. A few years after
t,Yo small distilleries existed for a short time.
ln 1856 a small Catholic Church was erected
a1;i.d used until r868 when a larger one was
built, which was destroyed by the wind in
r 87 4. Another church, built and dedicated
~arly in 1875, since greatly enlarged and im1'>roved, a large school, a residence for the sisters, and a modernly equipped parsonage all
stand as monuments of successful pastorate.
The church at Gilbertsvile is one of the
largest in the county and the parochial school
one of the leading ones. The town although
not favored by immediate railroad accommodations, and handicapped by a live railroad
town two miles to the south, \Vashburn, on the
Rock Island, and one to the north a few miles
away-Raymond, \Yhich is on the line of the
Illinois Central, yet largely by reason of the

•
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magnificent church and the interest which the
people take in it, it continues to do considerable business with a general store, agriculture
and implement store. blacksmith and wagon
making shops and other small trading places.
DUNKERTOX.

This town is in Lester township in the
northeastern part of the county. It was surYeyed and plated by John Ball, county surveyor in October, 1886, and the plat was filed for
record October 19 of the same year. It was
laid out on the land of James and Thomas
Dunkerton, the proprietors, in the southeast
quarter of the southeast quarter and the southwest quarter of the the southeast quarter of
section 29, township 90, and range 1 r.
lt
was made a station on the "Diagonal Railroad" now the Chicago Great \Vestern Railway; and became at once a good trading point,
the country surrounding it being rich agriculturally and the farmers prosperous.
At this date ( 1904) the village has three
general stores, one hardware, one drug ancl
one furniture store; t\rO lumber yards, and one
bank-the First National-\Yhich was opened
for business in 1903 in a neat brick building.
There are four churches-the Methodist,
the Free Methodist. the German Evangelical
and the Free \Viii Baptist churches. There is
one large school house. Two teachers are employed.
RAY;\IO::\'D.

This Yillage is situated on the Illinois Central Raliroacl ( originally the Dubuque & Pa-
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cific) six miles east of \Vaterloo. O\\·ing to
its nearness to the shire city of the county, it
has ne\·er developed into much of a trading
point.
l t is situated on the nortlrn·est quarter of
the northwest quarter of section 2, and the
northeast quarter of the northeast quarter of
section 3, to\\'nship 88, range 12, and is about
the center of Poyner township. It ,vas sur. veyecl by John Ball, county surveyor, for Edward E. l\IcStay, proprietor, April 11, 1866;
plat filed for record January 14, 1867, at 10
o"clock a. 111. In 1860 Edmund Miller built a
house and an elevator, the first building in the
place. Later Mr. Chafee bt1ilt and opened the
first store in 186 5.
A small frame school house \\·as built in the
fall of 1866. The station and adjacent territory
were a sub-district of the township district of
Poyner.
The Church of Christ (Adventists) was
organized in 1873, and Rev. J. Vv. Burroughs,
pastor for some years, published Burroughs
J 011mal here.
_\t the present time, there is a Methodist
Church here, built in 1873, and a parsonage
,.vhich was built in 187J..
\Vhile it is a pretty location surrounded
by a rich farming cOLmtry, the place has seen
better days. The elevator went with the passing of the wheat period in Iowa.
There is still a genera) store where considerable trading is clone; an agricultural implement house: a lumber yard; blacksmith and
wagon making shops: and post office. C. C.
Smith is postmaster.

\

HISTORY OF BLACK HA WK COUNTY

EMERT OR DEWAR P. 0.

Is a small town situated on the northeast quarter of the northeast quarter of section 14, township 89, range 12, about five miles northeast
of Waterloo in Barclay township, on the Chicago Great Western Railway. It was surveyed
and platted by John Ball, county surveyor, in
October, i88o, on the property of John Emert
and Elizabeth Emert, his wife. The plat was
filed for record January 17, 1888.
The post office is named Dewar and the
town is known by that title rather than by the
platted designation. It has three or four business houses, a school and the post office, which
is presided over by 0. W. Follett, the principal
merchant and business man in the town. It
is a good shipping point but it is too near Waterloo to become of any great importance.
WINSLOW

Is another post office. No plat has ever been
recorded. It is a station -in Union township
on the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railway, formerly the Burlington, Cedar Rapids
& Northern Railroad, and is situated about
nine miles northwest of Cedar Falls. .
WASHBURN,

In Cedar township, on the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railway, has a store or two, an
_eating house, a church and is a good trading
point. It was assumed when the town was laid
out that it would practically kill Gilbertsville,

located on the opposite side of the Cedar
River three miles distant and off the railroad,
but the latter, one of the oldest settlements in
the county, originally known as French Town,
continues to do a good busines, having a number of mercantile houses and one of the largest
Cath(>llic churches and congregations in 'the
county. The plat of Washburn was filed for
record March 13, 1880.
BENSON,

Which 1s not platted, is located m the northwest part of Cedar Falls township on the Illinois Central Railroad. It has a store or two,
a creamery and does some business.
GLASGOW,

A station of the Waterloo & Cedar Falls Rapid
Transit Company's line (Denver and Sumner
branch line) is located in Mount Vernon
township.
VOORHIES,

Located in Lincoln township on one of the
branch lines of the Chicago & Northwestern
Railway, 'has its fortune to make. The plat
was filed for record June 17, 1900, soon after
the road was built.
JANES VILLE.

Among the old towns, at one time important
and an aspirant for commercial and business:

AND REPRESENTATIVE CITIZENS.
importance second to no other town in this
section of Iowa, is Janesville. It is not properly a Black Hawk County town, being chiefly
over the line in Bremer County, but the plat,
or part of it, was filed for record in this county
January 12, 1856. It had been surveyed in
July of the previous year by George W. Miller.
Mary Ann Fairbrother and Hiram Fairbrother were proprietors. It was at one time
an important business center; the water power
(it is located on the east fork of ths Cedar
River) was developed and a flouring mill was
built. The proprietors of the town and the
people who settled there were a high class people and made a good beginning; had good
stores of all kinds; built very good houses for
the time; built churches, and the town gave
promise of substantial growth and a future of
prosperity. But destiny was against the town.
The more enterprising of its people soon saw
better opportunities for business success and
personal advancement in Cedar Falls and Waterloo, where business was forging ahead and
one by one and more began deserting it. At
the present time it is a quiet, sleepy place with
a few stores of one kind or another. It has a
few churches and a good people, but there is
little evidence of growth, if any, and on the
contrary it looks old and as if it had long since
seen its best days.
Of the old towns, some never existed except
in name. When the country was new and it
was uncertain what course travel and trade
would take, towns were laid out and given
names on almost any eligible spot and these
14
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were numerous. To the shrewd business man's
eye it looked like a . short cut to the front.
CEDAR VALLEY,

A small town located on Miller's Creek in
Cedar township three miles from Washburn,
was less fortunate than Gilbertsville and unceremoniously gave up the ghost on the advent
of the railroad town in the near distance.
OTTAWA

Was located on the north half of the southwest
quarter of section 25, township 87, range 12,
John Dees and Nancy Dees being proprietors.
It was surveyed by Joseph Owen and the plat
filed for record November 6, 1854. This town
was absorbed by La Porte City.
BROOKLYN,

Located in both Black Hawk and Benton
counties, was surveyed April 3, 1856, by Newell Colby, county surveyor of Benton County
and the plat was filed for record June 22, 1860.
H. N. Brooks was proprietor. Brooklyn never
played a live figure and it was only known as
a name.
CEDAR CITY,

Located on the south half of section 6, township 89, range 13, was surveyed by George
W. Miler, county surveyor and plat filed for
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record May 16, 1856. \Villiam M. Dean and
Sarah Dean were proprietors. Cedar City fell
practically into the lap of Cedar Falls.
WARREN,

Located on the southeast quarter of section 16,
township 87, range I I (Spring Creek), was
surveyed October I 1, 1855 by George vV. Miller, county surveyor, for \i\T arren Rankins and
Eliza J. Rankins, proprietors. The plat was
filed October 15, 1855, but as the fees were
not paid it \\"as never recorded.
\Varren has
long since been forgotten, although the ground
upon which it was to have been built is still
there and is considered excellent for the raising of good crops.
FINCH FORD

Was located on section 7, township 90, range
14. Lewis Goings and Elizabeth Goings were
proprietors. It was surveyed in June, 1869, by
Edwin Rodenberger, county sun·eyor and the
plat was filed for record June II, 1872. It
was a country trading point with a store or
two, a i11ill, a church and a post office for many
years, but it was unfortunately left t\yo miles
from a railroad and, when \Vinslow station
was established two miles distant on the railroad, fell into a decline and nothing of business now remains-only a beautiful situation
and a church.
FLOREN CE CITY,

Which was an aspirant for the county seat. was
laid out on section 35. township 87. range I I,

on the Cedar River March 5, 1855. The plat
of the town was presentec.l to the County Court
for approval, with a petition asking that it
might be recorded, but the judge refused to
order it recorded on account of alleged infor◄
malities. It died after a faint struggle for ex•
istence.
GREENVILLE,

Another Spring Creek township town, died
early like its sisters, Brooklyn, Warren and
Florence City.
BARCLAY.

There is a sadness connected with the town
of Barclay, which was located in the township
of that name about three and a half miles north
and a little west of the town of Jesup. The
first resident of the town was James Barclay,
who took up a generous quantity of land and
planned a city. It was about this time that a
survey for the Dubuque & Pacific Railway had
been projectec.l westward from Dubuque and
the stakes set by the surveying gang were on
Mr. Barclay's farm anc.l constantly spoke to him
of the time when the iron horse woulc.l come
along and a sprightly city would be built where
the golden wheat had formerly bowed gracefully before the breeze and had been kissed
by the July sun.
"\t Barclay town, which was known far
around. \\"ere several general stores, two hotels. a blacksmith shop. drug store. jewelry
store, and the ills of the sick ,yere banished by
two physicians.
It was impossible for Mr.
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Stubs and W. L. Chaplain, who was an early
settler although yet a young man, to recall the
names of all these pioneer merchants and professional men. Joe Trumbauer was "mine
host" of one hotel and Ed Bossey conducted
a jewelry store in one part of the hostelry. Woff
& Bunnell kept the main store and John Derr
built and wnducted a steam sawmill. vVhen
timber became exhausted, this mill was conThe postverted into a sorghum factory.
master was a gentleman of the name of Geiser,
who \\·as the father of Mrs. C. E. Phifer now
living in \Vaterloo. The mail \\"as kept in a portion of a double log cabin, built of poplar logs.
Mr. Derr was a son-in-law of Mr. Geiser and
he is now living about three miles east of Inclepenclence.
A wonderful town had been laid out on paper by Mr. Barclay and the part mentioned was
to be only a beginning of \\"hat was to be a
great city when the railroad was built. But
there was the rub; the railroad ,ms ne,·er built,
at least where it was first sun eyed, but three
or four miles south, where people showed
greater liberality. Mr. Barclay refused to give
a penny as a bonus to have the road cross his
farm and pass through this to\\"n. He would
not eYen give the right of ,yay. His lack of
liberality in this particular lost him his pet

scheme of building up a great city; and when
the railroad was finally built across the southern part of the township, the new town
of Jesup sprang up as if by magic and
the town of Barclay withered, wasted away
and utterly vanished as if some wicked wizThe
ard's wand had been waved over it.
houses of the villagers were removed to become the abiding place of the tillers of the soil,
and the store buildings were either moved
away or converted into homes or were torn
clown and the debris carried away; and so it
has come about that where once was the proud,
hopeful and boastful city of Barclay there is
nothing no\\· but an open field, where cattle
graze or where corn and oats are garnered.
Dr. James Munsey, who practiced his profession for a number of years in Jesup, and
who has been dead for a number of years, was
formerly located at Barclay.
Nat very long since, there were post offices
at various country corners over the county, but
the introduction of the rural free delivery system has led to their abandonment. There are
rural routes from vVaterloo, Cedar Falls, La
Porte City, Dunkerton and Hudson, most of
them starting from the two first named places,
which practically give the entire people daily
mail.

CHAPTER XIII
THE CHVR.CHES
THE RELIGIOUS PHASE OF LIFE AMONG

THE

PIONEERS OF

IowA-THE CHURCHES OF BLACK

HAWK COUNTY.

Rev. E. Skinner of Waterloo, a retired
"YI:ethodist minister, has been kind enough to
submit to an interview covering a very early
period in Iowa history especialy relat.ing to religious movements. Mr. Skinner can talk! and
most entertainingly, of events as far back as
1840, and while his personal experiences were
had in the southern part of the State, then a
Territory, yet they are quite as applicable to
this section and to Black Hawk County; so no
apology is needed for having sought the interview as an appropriate introduction to the state
of religion here in 1904. There are· more than
50 churches in Black Hawk County with a
combined membership of thousands, but the
paths of the ministry are paths of ease compared to the paths trod by the itinerant preachers of the early clays of whatever denom1ination. Mr. Skinner is one of the old ones;
one of the best the State ever had , of any sect,
as is universally believed by all classes and
conditions of men. A word from him is always

wo_r_th hearing and a line from him is always
worth reading:
"In the early settlements of Iowa, as has
been the case in all parts of our land and in
every period of its history, the religious phase
of social life among the pioneers was by no
means overlooked or regarded with indifference; but on the contrary called into exercise
the best energies of those who, in their fo1·mer
homes in other States or countries of the old
world, had received a religious training, and
who knew by experience something of the importance and value of Christian institutions.
"Not only these, but nearly every settler in
the new country welcomed the introduction of
Christian worship, even though he himself
were not a professed Christian. For they found
in the readings from the Bible, in the stirring
hymns that were sung, in the simple but earnest prayers which were offered by devout men
and Godly women and in the touching experiences related in their hearing, that which an.:..
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swered distinctly to a certain longing of the
human heart and served to relieve that strange
feeling of isolation one experiences in the wilds
of a new and unsettled country. Thus it came
about that many a man, whose push and
pluck enabled him to bu"lld for himself and
family a comfortable cabin, improved the early
opportunit'y of opening the same as a place
where the itinerant minister could preach and
the few and scattered people could assemble to
hear. Not infrequently the one who thus made
his dwelling a temporary house of worship was
himself among the first to be brought under the
saving power of the Gospel. It was the aim
of the different churches that Gospel agencies
should keep pace with the surging tide of civilization as it rolled continuously onward and
westward.
"Among the first to visit the frontiersman
and his family, in their rude log cabin with its
clapboard roof, its puncheon floor and latchstring doors, was the preacher, on horseback
or perchance on foot, plainly clad and bronzed
by exposure to sun and wind, but bright with
intelligence and warm of heart. His salutation was that of a prophet sent to look after the
people, a shepherd in search of the sheep of
the fold. He was usually received with great
cordiality and warmly pressed to share with
them the simple hospitalities of the newly established home.
"The savory wild meats, which were staple
in the dinner to which he was welcomed, were
supplemented with corn bread and plain foods,
well cooked and properly seasoned; upon which
the man of God reverently invoked the Divine

2 43

blessing and then partook of with a relish far
greater than mere hunger imparts, for the
'friendship of pioneer life' was the pungent
condiment of every dish. Friendships in those
early days under such circumstances seldom
waned, usually waxed stronger and stronger
as the years passed and many things changed;
therein we may see the beginnings of those marvelous awakenings of the people to the spiritual interests of mankind.
"The influence of man upon his f~llow man
is as truly manifested in matters spiritual as
in matters social. Morning and evening prayers in primitive dwellings were by no means
uncommon. Among the cherished memories
of the past are the short Bible lesons read and
briefly commented upon, and the prayer offered to God for future blessings, and devout
thanks for present and past mercies.
"Different methods were resorted to in order to gain the thoughtful attention of the
people and lead any and all as far as
possible, and especialy the young, to give themselves unreservedly to the worship and services
of the living and true God. Among the methods thus adopted, the camp meeting held a prominent place and continued for many years popular with the masses and notably fruitful of
good. Elder Bonham, a young, zealous, attractive minister of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, was the leader in one such meeting, held in the southeastern part o f the Territory in 1841. It continued some two or three
weeks and was attended by large numbers, many of whom came from quite a distance, bringing with them provisions and other
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necessary supplies for the entire time. Very
cheap and very plain tents were constructed,
mostly of logs notched together at the corners
and covered with clapboards. Straw was used
as a floor upon which beds were spread for the
occupants.
"A stand was erected as a pulpit in the year
of which was the preacher's tent. In front was
an altar space enclosed with a railing, where
penitents were invited for prayer and special
labor. Large logs were laid as bearings for
other split logs to rest upon-about the only
available means of providing seats-and
thus with the flat side of the log up,
and flattened or notched on the o~er
side, a truly primitive seat was constructed.
The grounds were lighted by huge fires built
upon sundry platforms, where four substantial
posts were set in the ground some six feet apart,
forming a square about four feet high, on the
top of which sufficiently strong timbers were
laid to support a good covering of dirt. Fires
were kept burning on these stands until late
in the night and each fire was the center q,i a
brilliantly lighted circle blending with each
other so that the entire encampment was all
aglow.
"The sermons preached were characterized
by great plainness of speech; proclaiming man
a sinner and Christ a Saviour, calling upon the
sinner to repent at once and believe in Christ,
enforcing the appeal of the awful consequences
of delay which were shown to be constant hardening of the heart, increasing indifference toward spiritual and eternal things, until at

length the smner, given over to hardness of
heart and blindness of mind, would be forsaken
by the Holy Spirit and left in his sins, to be
esteemed a l:iopeless reprobate. Heaven was
presented as the sure inheritance and future
home of penitent believers; while hell was declared to be the no less certain doom of those
who neglected the Saviour. The singing appealed with great force to the emotional nature
and drew many to the altar of prayer. '.1..,;e
chief charm of the music ,yas its soulful earnestness as the old and familiar hymns ,vere
sung; an<l the singers threw the full strength
of their voices into their rendering, sending
out a volume of melodious song easily heard a
mile away on a still evening. Into the prayers
body, mind ancl soul were concentrated; and
while someone was supposed to take the lead,
yet often it was scarcely possible to distinguish
who that one was, so many and hearty were
the responses to the prayerful petitions and
pleadings before God.
"The sermon usually ended with an exhortation for immediate action and a pressing
invitation to the 'mourners' ben~h' to s•~ek religion. 'Come, Ye Sinners Poor and Needy;'
'Come; Humble Sinner in Whose Breast.'
These and similar hymns were sung, while
scores of penitent persons old and youn~, male
and female, bowed at the anxious seat, and thus
asked to be prayed for. Hours were spent in
the altar services, where prayer and sacred
song and personal c_o unsel to the seekers alternated.
When one experienced the blessing
he sought and felt peace spring up in his heart,

.
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it was the signal for general reJ01c111g among
all the Christian people. The temperament of
each convert determined the way in which it
would be made known to others that he had
A sweet smile overexperienced religion.
spread the face of one; another's lips would
move in half-suppressed utterances of gratitude and love; others would exultingly exclaim
'Glory, glory, I have found the Saviour and
my sins are all forgiven;' still another would
spring to his feet and go here and there, leaping and praising God, and shouting at the top
of his voice that he was gloriously saved
through the blood of the Lamb. That meeting
wound up with hundreds of converts, many of
whom gave full proof of the genuineness of
their conversion by leading Godly lives ever
after. Scores and hundreds of meetings were
held in subsequent years and some people yet
live who regret that they have become so nearly
a thing of the past.
"Many of the preachers in those days were
but little less than giants, physically, intellectually and morally. Six feet tall, broad shouldered and erect, they were of such commanding
presence as fairly to compel more or less careful attention to their message. Strong minded,
quick nf apprehension. witty, of discriminating
judgment and eloquent withal, the genuine article, nature's gift, that kind that charms the
soul, wins the heart and leads the hearer a willing captive at its pleasure. In character above:
suspicion, upright, holy men of God, with a real
Christian experience. Thus in body, mind and
saintly character, they stand out in gigantic
proportions on the page of memory, as we re-
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call the unwritten history of the past. Henry
Somers, Moses F. Shinn, Joel Arrington, Milton Jamison, Hugh Gibson, John Jay, \Villiam
Hulburt, John Harris, I. I. Stewart, Elder
Weed, Barton Cartwright, H. W. Reed, William Simpson, Samuel Clark, M. H. Hare, G.
W. Feas, Andrew Coleman and many others
made records in the early days of Iowa Methodism that entitle each one of them to a high and
honorable place in the memory and affections
of all the people of the State, not only as pioneers of Methodism but as earnest workers in
laying the foundations of our great comm_pnwealth.
"With talents averaging well with those of
the very best, for a mere pittance in the way
of pecuniary compensation, they met and surmounted the ever present difficulties, inconveniences, dangers and necessary personal sacrifices in the wilds of a new country, traveling
almost incessantly, preaching nearly every day,
gathering a few hearers in private dwellings,
holding class meetings, organizing societies,
looking after back-sliders, inviting the unsaved
to Christ, the everpresent Saviour of men.
They often led in a movement to build a school
house and took care to secure eligible sites in
towns and villages for churches. Soon their
persistent efforts were crowned with success in
the erection of some sort of a building where the
people could assemble to worship God. These
churches were used from time to time by the
ministers of different denominations.
"Salmon Coles of the Presbyterian Church
was a man of ripe scholarship, whose sermons in
the early forties and in Southern Iowa were
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as noted for their frankness, clearness and
learning, as they were for their length. His
sermons were often very lengthy, but always
instructive. He was sure he found Calvinism
taught in the Bible and so preached it; yet he
was equally sure that it was true that 'whosoever comes unto Me, I will in no w-ise cast out,'
and so he offered a 'free salvation' to any and
all that would accept of it.
"James Sharon, another Presbyterian minister, lived on his farm near Winchester, cultivated his land in part with his own hands,
preaching twice on the Sabbath and doing much
pastoral work during the week, often leaving the
plow in the furrow to look after the interests of
his flock. It was not long until his zeal and
energy were rewarded with a comfortable,
though very plain, house of worship.
"Elder Lindsay of the Seceder Church was
a very notable man of that denomination, and
his sermons were such as are seldom heard nowadays. He was a firm believer in Calvanism,
and offered no apologies for his faith. He
preached long sermons and prayed for a full
half-hour at a time. With a chair for a desk,
he would hang first one leg and then the other
over the back of the chair to rest the muscles
of his lower limbs. Six feet four in height,
and of powerful build, he arrested attention the
moment he arose to speak; and his towering,
swarthy form threw a kind of magic spell over
all present, fairly compelling them to give heed
to his words. He died and others took his pulpit, but in sterling worth, in every way, fevv
were found to equal him.
"There were many others who in those

early clays manifested equal zeal, eloquence and
persuasive powers and whose labors were richly
rewarded in the conversion of souls, and of
other denominations; but sufficient has been
said to show upon how solid a foundation the religious superstructure in Iowa rests. It may
even be questioned if the superstructure equals
in zeal, personal sacrifice and constructive energy that displayed by the early ministry in
laying the foundation of our religious life."
Tr-rn
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METHODIST CHURCHES.

The Ffrst Methodist Episcopal Church,
Waterloo.-The Methodists were the first to
hold religious services in Waterloo.
Sixty
years ago, the itinerant Methodist preacher was
first of preachers to find his way to the cabin
of the early settlers in every section of the West.
No sooner was the smoke curling above the
chimney of a few cabins than this almost ubiquitous personage appeared upon the scene to
receive a hearty welcome.
Then a meeting
would be called, religious services held, and
if there were a sufficient number of attendants
a class would be formed.
In 1846, Charles Mullan, George W. Hanna
and William • Virden settled here with their
families. They were Metho_dists, this part of
the country being in the Iowa City District,
with Cedar Rapids as the nearest preaching station. Asbury Collins, hearing of these Methodists, appeared on the spot and held preaching
services in the Mullan cabin before the floor was
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laid in 1846. In the fall of that year, two other
circuit riders, J. Johnson and Richard Swearingen, came and gathered together a few men
and women in the house of William Virden and
organized a class. There were five members.
Brother J. Johnson formed the class which consisted of George W. Hanna, leader; Mary
Hanna, William and Rebecca Virden and
America Mullan, In the Bible of George W.
Hanna is a record made in his own handwriting, reading: "The first Methodist Society
formed by Brother J. W. Johnson." More settlers came and there was preaching from time
to time by Richard Swearingen, Elias Pattee,
S. W. Ingham and a Mr. Vail. The above record and these names as preachers was verified
by the concurrent testimony of America Mullan
and Mary Hanna of the members living September 1, 1901. Some time during this period,
a Sunday-school was formed. Aaron Dow, a
nephew of Lorenzo Dow, was the firs t recording steward. July II, 1853, Guy R. Benight
and Samuel L. May came with their families.
On October 12, 1853, the County Cour_t granted a license to Samuel L. May to run a £err~
across the Cedar River. In this grant, as appears from the records in the clerk's offi~e,
there was this provision "ferry free of charges
to all persons going to and from meeting on
the Sabbath and all voters going to and from
election."
At the home of William Virden, near the
bridge on the road now leading to Cedar Rive1
Park. the Sunday after Mr. May and Mr. Benight arrived, there were some 60 pe1'.sons present. some from points distant many miles.

2 47

Elias Pattee, a large, broad-shouldered man,
was the minister who did the preaching. Mrs.
Wood, a daughter of Guy R. Benight, possesses a document to the following effect :
Waterloo Class Book, No. 1.
Guy R. Benight, C. L.
S. W. Ingham, P. C.
S. Young, P. E.
Big Woods Mission.

Iowa City District, Iowa Con-

ference; Aug. 30, 1853.
Remember to observe the Friday before each quarterly
meeting as a day of fasting and prayer for the prosperity of
Zion.
Pray for your preacher and for each other.

Then follow the names of the merhbers of
this class: Guy R. and Hattie Benight, Alvira
J. Benight, Julia A. Benight, Margaret L. Benight, George W. Hanna, Mary Hanna, America Mullan, Miriam Butterfield, Lucinda Brooks,
Sarah Riggs, Sarah Butterfield, Samuel L.
May, Polly May, Elizabeth May, Thomas
Vaughan, Preunetta Vaughan, Joseph Morris, James Henderson, Carr Brown, Samuel White, David Cantomerine, Hulda
Cantomerine, John W. Bliss and John N. Filkins.
Seven years of development showed this
very sa'tisfactory growth of Methodism in Waterloo.
The first Upper Iowa Conference was held
in 1856, from the ministers of which it appears that at that time Waterloo belonged to
a circuit of four appointments, I 12 members
in the four and 138 scholars in the four Sundayschools. At that time Waterloo was made a
station and was supplied by Rev. J. G. Witted,
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as pastor, who at the conference in 1857 reported a membership of 78, and 74 scholars in
the Sunday-school.
In 1861, the first Methodist parsonage was
erected at the corner of Fifth and Bluff streets.
The first Methodist Church edifice was enclosed
in 1863. The membership in 1859 was 122,
and the records show that there were but 132
in 1864. The war doubtless called many away.
In 1864, the Upper Iowa Conference
was held here, which probably had a good
effect. Two Upper Iowa Conferences have
been held in Waterloo since 1864-one in
1881, presided over by Bishop Hurst, the other
in 1899, presided over by Bishop McCabe.
At the close of the decade ending in 1860,
the population of Waterloo being 1,200, the
number of church members was 122; 1870,
population 4,337, number of church members
286; 1880, population 5,685, number of church
members 385; 1890, population 6,670, number
of church members 718; 1900, population 12,580, number of church members 1,109.
Rev. J. G. Witted was appointed to the station in 1856, and,occupied as the place of worship the stone hall then owned by John McD.
Benight. The salary of the pastor at that time
was $760, and all paid. This was certainly
much to the credit of the society.
In 1857 Rev. Mr. Sessions was pastor with
the services held in Capewell's Hall; a good revival was enjoyed that year. He was followed
by Rev. H. Hood for the year 1858, and Rev.
E. A. Hill who succeeded Mr. Hood in 1859.
In 1860-61, Rev. R. Ridlington was pastor.
During his pastorate the society prepared to

build a house of worship, and before his removal the lot was purchased and the foundation laid. Rev. Mr. Holmes followed Mr. Ridlington in 1862, and this year the church was
enclosed. In 1863, Rev. \Villiam M. Sampson
was appointed pastor, but remained only a part
of a year, Rev. Dr. Thomas filling out the time.
The basement of the church was occupied
during the winter of 1863-64, and in the autumn of 1864 Bishop Scott presided over the
deliberations of the Upper Iowa Conference,
which met in this city and held its sessions in
the basement. At the close of the conference,
Rev. Dr. John Bowman became pastor. During his year of service the society was divided
and the church on the East Side was formed
and their house of worship erected.
Rev. S. A. Lee was the minister for 186566, and during his pastorate the church building was finished and dedicated and the society
was blessed with a gracious revival.
Rev. Dr. Fairall followed Rev. Mr. Lee
for the year 1867. Rev. U. Eberhart served as
pastor during 1868-69. In 1870-71, Rev. D.
Shaffer was the minister, and the society grew.
In 1872, Rev. W. Frank Paxton was appointed
presiding elder and Rev. S. A. Lee returned as
the pastor.
Rev. W. P. Watkins was appointed pastor in 1873.
In October, 1874, Rev. J. T. Cr,ippen was
transferred from the Central New York Conference and stationed over this church. He
was followed by Rev. I. K. Fuller, who remained only one year. Rev. Mr. Fuller was
succeeded by Rev. W . A. Allen, who was afterward transferred to Texas. He was followed
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by Rev. H. 0. Pratt, who remained the pastor
until 1881, when Rev. S. C. Bronson was assigned to the charge and remained until the
autumn of 1884.
Following the pastors already named came
Rev. J. G. Van Ness, Rev. W. F. Barclay, Rev.
De Witt Clinton, Rev. George E. Scott, Rev.
Homer C. Stuntz (now Bishop of the Philippines), Rev. S. W. Luce, who stayed here
one year and was transferred at his own request to the Wisconsin Conference; Rev. VI.
F. Craft, who died here in May, 1900; Rev.
J. E. Johnson, pastor for nearly three years,
who resigned on account of ill heath; and Rev.
F. L. Loveland, the present pastor.
In the history of the society, there have been
two particularly distressing incidents. Rev Mr.
\Vatkins drowned himself in the mill race. It
was believed that Mr. Watkins had become a
slave to drink, and that feeling himself powerless to master the habit, he committed suicide,
prefering that to having the disapprobation incident upon the exposure of his unfortunate
weakness. His was a sad case but he himself
was the chief sufferer for his sin.
The other unfortunate case was that of
Rev. Mr. Scott who eloped with a young girl
of his congregation. The couple after some delay were traced to an Indiana town, and were
brought back here. Scott was indicted and it
was the common expectation that he would be
sent to the penitentiary. At the time set for
the trial, the county commissioner for the insane was summoned, Scott was declared insane
and so escaped a worse fate by being sent to
the Hospital for the Insane at Independence.
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His wife, a noble woman, stood by him in his
misfortune, t ook up her residence in Independence, and at his home, though nominally in
the Hospital, he spent the greater part of his
time. After a period of this sort of life, he
was paroled for a few months, and again paroled and was finally given a general parole.
If he had been regularly discharged instead of
paroled, he would in all likelihood have been
arrested by the Black Hawk County authorities and tried upon the indictment which still
hangs over him.
Many people at the time believed and still
believe that the whole proceeding was a travesty upon justice, but the charitable way of
viewing the matter is the wise way, and it is
reasonable to believe even where there is strong
presumptive evidence to the contrary, that the
action of the legally constituted authorities was
right and that Scott was insane.
Through the years of its history, the church
has always maintained several auxiliary church
societies and had been from the first one of
the most effective factors in the fostering and
building up of the moral and spiritual manhood and womanhood of the community.
A Sunday-school has always been maintained in connection with the church. At the
present time, the number of scholars enroled
is nearly 400; average attendance, 250. A. T.
Hukill, superintendent of the West Side public
schools is the present superintendent of the Sunday school; Agatha Watts is secretary.
Grace Methodist Episcopal Church, Waterloo (East Side).-At an early clay, it became
apparent that the division of the city by the
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nver would necessitate the organization of a
second Methodist Episcopal Church, one on the
East Side, in addition to the one already in operation on the West Side of the Cedar River.
Accordingly, the records show that a board of
trustes was organized and articles of incorporation adopted as early as March 22, 1861, by
the following citizens: J. \V. Hankinsori, G. R.
Benight, D. B. Gilbert, Joseph Gorrell, J. W.
Ayers, Albert R. Hale and David Edwards.
Also that at their first meeting a church was
proposed and discussed.
At their second meeting, June 16, 1862,
J. S. Barbee, A. C. Bunnell and Thomas Brooks
were elected instead of Messrs. Benight, Gilbert and Edwards, and a committee was appointed to inquire into the feasibility of securing church room in connection with the school
building then about to be erected in East Waterloo. That being impracticable, at their next
meeting, February 21, 1865, it was resolved
to proceed immediately to take necessary steps
to build a church. The new members of the
board were E. P. Albee, William Gilchrist, R. A.
Whitaker and George W. Hawver. Messrs.
Barbee, Hankinson and Hawver, were the
committee to estimate the cost, and Messrs.
Hankinson, Gilchrist and Albee were to supervise the erection of said building. The size
resolved upon was 36 by 58. Proposals were
received, and J. S. Barbee was assigned the
contract. The church was finished and dedicated
by Rev. Dr. Kynett, in September, 1865, and
Mr. Barbee settled with in October, 1865, being
paid $4,600 in full. Some of the subscriptions
were not paid and had to be advanced, for which

a mortgage was given, which mortgage and interest, amounting to some $1,300, was finally
raised and paid in September, 1873, freeing the
property from all incumbrance.
The parsonage was built in 1869 under the
ministry of Rev. E. L. Miller, the building
committee consisting of Edmund Miller, A. C.
Bunnell and William Gilchrist.
The first Sunday-school met in a frame
building on the bank of the river, known as
Evans' Building, officered by John W. Ayers
and J. vV. Hankinson, at which time Rev. J. G.
Witted, the sailor-preacher, was pastor of the
Methodist Episcopal Church in Waterloo;
thence to the Court House, with A. C. Bunnell, superintendent. Afterward, Day's Hall
was the Sunday-school room, said hall being
a brick building on the site opposite that of the
present Post Office Block. The Sunday-school
remained in Day's Hall until removed to the
new church, in September, 1865.
Johnson B. Hewitt was the first class leader,
a devout and useful man, whose life was finally
sacrificed on the altar of his country. Following him in that sub-pastorate were E. P. Albee
and A. C. Bunnell, successively.
Among the early members, beside the first
mentioned trustees and their families; were
Mrs. Polly May, Mrs. E. Virden, Mrs. E.
Doxey, and Mrs. J. Higgins and daughter.
At the session of the Upper Iowa Conference in Waterloo in 1864, Rev. John Bowman
was appointed pastor, under whose ministry
the first church was erected. Since then, the
following ministers have served as Pastors:
Revs. R. N. Earhart, J. B. Casebeer, E. L.
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Miller, H. S. Church, G. W. Brindel!, and Rev. ganization of the society until the present time:
J. R. Berry. Under Rev. Mr. Berry's pastorate · R. A. Earhart, 1865-67; J. B. Casebeer, 1867the church had great prosperity; over 130 69; E. L. Miller, 1869-70; H. S. Church, 1870members were added to the church, and a new 72; G. W. Brundell, 1872-75; J. R. Berry,
and beautiful church erected at a cost of $18,- 1875-78; A. C. Manwell, 1878-81; T. B. Cher000. The corner-stone was laid July 4, 1877, rington, 1881-84; J. H. Rhea, 1884-87; Frank
by Rev. \V. H. Perrine, D. D., of Albion, R. Brush, 1887-90; Eugene May, 1890-91; J.
Michigan. The building was finished and dedi- E. Ensign, 1891-93; W. F. Pitner, 1893-97;
cated December 30, 1877, by Bishop E. G. An- T. M. Evans, 1897-1902; J. W. Bissell, 1902-.
The membership of the church at the present
drews, D. D.
The building is in Gothic style. The foun- time is 740. The Sunday-school numbers 300,
dations are of stone, rustic ashlar; the super- largely small children; the roll carries a memstructure is of brick, tastefully trimmed with bership of over 500; C. R. Rhode is superintendterra cotta and white brick. The form of the ent. There are, beside, the usual auxiliary sobuilding is nearly that of a Greek cross; the cieties of the church, all in a very flourishing
main axis, the entire length of the fc;mndation, condition.
Cedar Falls Methodist Episcopal Church.being 104 feet, the transverse axis 67 feet.
There are three gables each 50 feet from the In 1851, the first Methodist society organized
base, with rear gable df 30 feet elevation. The in this vicinity was formed in a log house beto,yer with double front is 14 feet square 53 tween Cedar Falls and Waterloo. In 1853 the
feet above the water-gable, surmounted by a Cechr Falls Circuit was formed and S. vV.
mansard roof 18 feet high, making the total Ingham, Sr., was placed in charge with a
height of tower from the level of the street 76 Brother Smith as junior preacher. After many
feet. The apex of the entire roof is finished in changes in the pastorate, Cedar Falls was in
iron cresting. In each gable there is a large 1857 separated from the rest of the circuit and
triple-sashed window in Gothic form, sup- Rev. Rufus Ricker was appointed pastor of the
ported by side windo\\'S of similar style. There station. He left before the year expired and
are three double and two single entrances, all Brother M. vV. Sawyer, a local preacher, filled
out the year. Brother Sawyer was identifieJ
surmounted by Gothic arches.
The old frame church at the corner of La- with the old circuit, was a charter member of
fayette and Fifth streets ,yas sold to the \Vater- the church in Cedar Falls, organized its first
loo Turn-Verein and, enlarged ancl improved Sunday-school, was its first superintendent and
to suit the pleasures for which it was designed has been actively identified with the church
by that organization, it has continued in the work ever since.
The first church building was erected dursame ownership.
Folo,ving is the list of pastors from the or- ing the pastorate of Rev. David Poor, who was
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appointed in 1860. This small frame structure
occupied the present site of the Congregational
Church on the corner of Sixth and Franklin.
After short pastorates by Landon Taylor and
L. D. Tracy, John Bowman, D. D., was appointed in the fall of 1862. During hi~ pastorate, at great expense of time, energy and money,
a brick church building was erected. It s total
cost was $16,000. For this remarkable achievement, great credit is due Dr. Bowman, "Uncle
Sammy" Rownd and Shepard Wilson.
Roderick Morton was next pastor from
1864 to 1866 and was followed by J. G.
Dimmitt, pastor for 18 months, E. L. Sherman
filling out the year. R. W . Keeler, D. D.,
was pastor for a full term, 1868-71, and was
followed by D. Sheffer, who preached here for
two years. A. B. Kendig, D. D., after an 18months' pastorate, was transferred to a New
England conference, where he soon took high
rank as a preacher. R. D. Parsons, D. D.,
became pastor in the spring of 1875. In 1876,
J. H. Rhea was appointed. He was succeeded
in 1878 by E. K. Young, D. D., who was followed by vV. F. Paxton, D. D., in 1881, for a
second pastorate.
S. W. Heald was pastor
from 1883 to 1886; Horace E. Warner, 188691, and J. E. Ensign for six months in 1891.
J. C. Magee, who is now closing a suc::essful
term as presiding elder of Cedar Falls District,
came to the charge in 1891 and remained until
1894. During the pastorate of Dr. Magee, the
present church building was projected and
largely built. Associated with him in the enterprise were J. J. Tolerton, C. A. Wise, E. A.

Snyder, Shepard Wilson, C. A. Rownd, M. W.
Sawyer and S. H. Rownd. The building is located on Eighth and Washington streets and is
a fine looking gray stone structure. Its cost was
$30,000. The work on the building was begun
in 1893, and was completed in 1895. In_the fall
of 1894, R. T. Hurlburt became pastor and
during his pastorate the enterprise was concluded.
A very interesting farewell service was held
in the old brick church on Sunday evening,
September 1, 189 5. These services were characterized by deep emotions of gratitude yet
tinged with regret at parting with the old building, about which clustered so many precious
memories. Dr. Bowman, E. A. Snyder, Prof.
M. F. Arey, J. P. Cobb and Judge J. J. Tolerton took part in this program. The dedication
of the church occurred September 8. Rev.
B. I. Ives, D. D., of Auburn, New York, had
charge of the exercises and fully covered the
$13,000 necessary to complete the payment of
the obligations of the board of trustees.
In 1896, R. T. Hurlburt was transferred to
Burlington, Iowa, and E. J. Lockwood became pastor of the Cedar Falls church. He was
followed by F. W. Luce in 1899. In April,
1902, Dr. Luce and Dr. A. M. Billingsley of
St. Louis exchanged pastorates. Dr. Billingley
was succeeded in 1903 by D. W. McGurk, the
present incumbent. The membership at present
is almost 800 and there is raised for all purposes annually about $5,000.
La Porte City Methodist Episcopal Church.
-Re,·. S. \V. Ingram was the father of Meth-
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odism in La Porte City; he formed a class one
mile out of town about 50 years ago.
Rev. Mr. Burley became the first regular
pastor, followed by Rev. Mr. Young and Rev.
Mr. Taylor. Then came Rev. Mr. Hollings\\·orth, who was well fitted to care for the infant
church. He organized a class in La Porte City
with Father Day as leader, holding regular
serivces in a school house on the north side of
Big Creek.
For some time the congregation worshiped
in this manner, later holding their services in
the Evangelical Church until 1872, when under
the leadership of Rev. Mr. Ricker, the first
Methodist Episcopal Church edifice was erected
at a cost of $3,500. The church was completed within the year and was dedicated in
October, 1872, by Rev. J. W. Clinton.
In 1896, the old church building having
become inadequate, the congregation took steps
to build a new one, George E. Shear being pastor. The new church was completed at a cost
of $7,503.75. It was dedicated by Rev. I. B.
hes of New York, December 27, 1896, and
\'ery fortnnately was able to be dedicated free
of debt.
The church has had a steady increase in membership since that time until now it numbers
_about 300. It maintains an Aid Society, Wo~
man's Home Missionary Society. Junior and
Senior Epworth leagues, prayer and class meetings, all of which are successful in their work.
vVith the increase in membership came an
increase along the line of giving toward benevolent purposes. Under the leadership of the
present pastor, a large number have been re-
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ceived into church fellowship and a growing
spirit of liberality has been manifested among
the people. At the beginning of the third year
of his pastorate, the official board advanced
his salary to $1 ,ooo and parsonage, which
standard they have maintained since.
The church in all its departments is doing
excellent work. The congregations are usually
good at the preaching services; the prayer and
class meetings are feasts of spiritual things.
All in all the Methodist Episcopal Church in
La Porte City has never been more prosperous,
both financially and spiritually, than within the
last two years as statistics will easily confirm.
The following is a list of pastors who have
served the church here in La Porte City up to
the present time: Rev. Mr. Smedley; Rev.
J. C. Magee, now the efficient and beloved presiding elder of the Cedar Falls District, who
preached here about 30 years ago, La Porte
City being his first charge; Revs. C. M. Wheat,
J. W. Gilruth, S. C. Freer, H. A. Pottle, J. N.
Fawcett, De Witt Clinton, 0. K. Maynard,
C. L. Gould, who was pastor when the parsonage was built, 1885-86; R. F. Chipperfield,
R. S\\·earingen, N. S. Skinner, I. C. Lusk, R.
W. Coates, George E. Shear, who was pastor
when the new church was built, 1896; R. D.
Black, and D. S. Staebler, who has been at
the head of the church since 1901 and is the
present efficient pastor.
Other Methodist Churches in the County.The Methodist Church in Raymond is one of
quite a good many years standing. The parsonage was built in 1871 when Rev. W. S. R.
Burnett was pastor. The church edifice was
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built in 1873 under the administration of
Rev. S. N. Howard.
In Dunkerton there is a Methodist Church
as well as a Free Methodist Church.
BAPTIST CHURCHES.

First Baptist Church, Waterloo.-On the
16th of August, 1854, the church was organized. The first services were held at the residence of Rev. Mr. Bicknell, who lived in a
log house near the bank of the river on the
vVest Side, near the foot of Second street.
Later, occasional serivces were held in a log
school house nearly opposite the present church
edifice. Rev. Mr. Bicknell and Rev. Mr. Knapp
supplied the pulpit at irregular intervals, services being held under the trees in front of the
log cabin in pleasant weather.
The first regular pastor was Rev. J. C.
Miller and church services were held in Capwell' s Hall, a brick building then standing on
the corner of Fifth and Commercial streets;
also in Benight's Hall, on the site of the present Russell-Lamson Block.
In 1857, Rev. A. G. Eberhart became pastor and on the 12th clay of April, 1858, the
society was incorporated under the name of
"The First Baptist Church and Society of Waterloo, Iowa," the names of the original incorporators being Nelson Ayers, Thomas I. Mesick, Henry Sherman, Nehemiah J. Randolph,
William C. Clough. Rufus Ordway and Reuben Rush. All of the original incorporators
have passed to the "Great Beyond," the last
surviving member being Deacon H. N. Ayers,

who died at Hazelton, Kansas, a little over a
year ago.
The original organizers of the church were
Solomon Ayers, Julia Ayers, Sheldon Ayers,
Jane C. Ayers, H. N. Ayers and wife, H. M.
Ayers, Seth Lake, James Bicknell, wife
and daughter, Lucy A. Bicknell, and two or
three others whose names have been forgotten,
Rev. Mr. Knapp of Cedar Falls, Rev.
Mr. Terry and another gentleman from
the same town.
The first board of trustees, so far as any
records show, were the following:
H. N.
Ayers, J. B. Severance, W. A. Chapin, N. J.
Randolph, E. J. Phelps, C. K. Howe and S.
Bagg.
The church enjoyed its first revival under
the pastorate of Rev. Mr. Eberhart. After the
revival, the Presbyterian Church building was
bought by the Baptists and is now the present
lecture room of their church.
At a meeting of the trustees, held on January 9, 1860, J. B. Severance was elected chairman of the board and S. Bagg, secretary. The
records farther recite : "Trustees proceeded to
take into consideration the matter relative to
the church building and after discussing various expedients to raise the necessary amount to
pay for the house, adjourned to Monday evening January 16, 1860." This was a weighty
matter in those days of limited finances.
Of the next three years, no records are in
existence as the church books were unfortu•
nately destroyed in the fire that consumed the
residence of Dr. A. B. Mason, church clerk.
Rev. Frank Miller succeeded Rev. Mr. Eb-
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erhart, his work beginning about the time of
the breaking out of the Rebellion, as he was a
Southern sympathizer, his pastorate soon terminated and he found a more congenial atmosphere in Maryland.
Rev. C. Billings Smith was the next pastor
and was just as intense in his loyalty to the
Union as his predecessor had been lax, and the
First Baptist Church became the rallying
ground for Union sentiment. Old residents
will never forget the clear-cut tones of rugged
old Dr. Smith as he electrified his audiences
with his ringing denunciation of everything
connected with rebels and rebellion.
Under date of January 6, 1863, the records
show that Dr. C. B. Smith was elected moderator and S. Bagg secretary, while Messrs Ayers,
Randolph, Howe, Chapin, Phelps, Clough and
Vorhees were chosen trustees.
In 1864 some new names appear in the officiary, Rev. William L. Hunter acting as chairman and I. C. Whipple, now a prominent resident and business man of Cheyenne, Wyoming,
being chosen secretary. At this meeting, a
committee of five was appointed to "appraise
the pews in the meet•i ng-house," such committee consisting of G. R. Pierce, H. S. Steward,
W. A. Chapin, G. H. Wilcox and H. N. Ayers.
The last named gentleman was also made a
committee of one "to produce the mortgage and
all other papers belonging to the society at our
next meeting."
At a later meeting, the report of Mr. Ayers
was called for and he stated in substance that
the papers he had been delegated to secure he
could not find. This report did not seem to
15
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satisfy the body and a new committee was appointed to look up the titles, secure the deeds
and other papers belonging to the society, and
report to the church. The committee named
was G. R. Pierce, H. N . Ayers and William
L. Hunter, but although the committee made
reports of progress in their work from time to
time. it was not until nearly a quarter of a century later that the work delegated to this committee was finally finished and matters connected with the title looked up and quieted, long
after the original members had gone to their
reward.
At this meeting the church authorized the
trustees to "employ someone to play the melodeon at a cost' not to exceed forty dollars per
annum" and a committee of three-Rev. vV.
L. Hunter, S. C. Wright and F. B. Masonwas appointed to "have a fence built around
the meeting-house."
The war was not ended when Rev. W. L.
Hunter became pastor. As an orato,r, Rev. Mr.
Hunter stood well to the front and during his
ministry the church was greatly strengthened.
In 1865, the pews of the church had by a committee been listed for rental and Dr. S. B. Williams was chosen auctioneer to sell the choice
of pews to the highest bidder, the sale continuing until the greater part was disposed of.
Four pastors followed with brief terms of
service, namely, Rev. William Tilley, Rev. E.
K. Cressey, Rev. A. G. Eberhart and Rev. A.
A. Russell.
In 1874 began the first long and signally successful pastorate. that of Rev. Richard Garton.
He found the membership less than 200 ; he left
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the church 12 years later with a membership to the church building and the work strengthof over 400.
ened along all lines. T he 50th anniversary will
At the close of morning service on Sunday, be observed in August of the present year
November 30, 1879, the church and society ( 1904). The present membership is 500.
held a business meeting. Judge Sylvester Bagg
The Sunday-school was in good running
presented the matter of the needs of a new order in 1855, the church having been organchurch edifice and offered a resolution that the ized in 1854. Perhaps it may have been started
society take steps to build. The matter after earlier but there are no records to show such
discussion was postponed for one month, and fact. The oldest living member of the church
on Tuesday evening, December 30 of the same remembers distinctly that it was in running
year, the resolution to begin the erection of a order in the summer of 1855. However it
church edifice was adopted and the following was not in fact regularly organized for some
building committee appointed:
Sylvester years or until the period of missionary preachBagg, R. Williams, D. H. Fish, Arad Hall, ing passed and a regular pastor was secured.
C. P. Jones, George V. Fowler and E. V. Hay- J. B. Severance was the first superintendent.
den.
That was in 1857 at the time that Rev. Mr.
The contract for the erection of the new Eberhart was here, really as the first pastor.
church was let to C. J. Maynard, a prominent
At the present time, J. R. Vaughan is superbuilder in Waterloo at that time, now a resi- intendent of the Sunday-school. The enrolldent of South Dakota, on the 22nd day of June, ment is 520; average attendance, 275. There
1880. The edifice was completed in the fall of are 7 5 in the primary department, and, a new
1881 , the dedicatory sermon being preached on feature, the "Cradle Roll," made up of "tots"
Sunday, November 6 of that year, by Dr. 'N. two, three and four years, has an enrollment of
Vv. Boyd of St. Louis.
60. They meet in a separate room, which is
Following Rev. Mr. Garton came Rev. D. in charge of Mrs. J. R. Vaughan. There is
Reed, D. D., whose brief pastorate of two also a home department, organized for the
years was rich in fruits which abide. Next benefit of invalids. These numbering 20 are
came Rev. G. F. Holt, who labored faithfully waited upon at their homes, where the regular
and successfully for six years. when he was Sunday-school instruction is given them. Both
called to Minneapolis of which city he is now of th~se features were •introduced about two
years ago. Of the latter, Mrs. A. E. Tuttle
a resident.
In 1895, Rev. J. A. Earl became the pas- has charge.
tor. During his pastorate there have been
TV alnut Street Baptist Church, Waterloo.added to the membership more members than The transference of the membership of the Free
were upon the church rolls when his work here \Vill Baptists to the regular Baptist Church.
began-,over 400. A new additionhasbeenadded and the consequent suspension of the employ-
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ment of a Free Will Baptist minister was followed in February, 1896, by the organization
of the Walnut Street Baptist Church.
·
There were 41 members of the Free Will
Baptist Church, mostly residents of the East
Side, and these with a few members of the
First Baptist Church who, thinking that there
was a fine opening for work in their field on
the East Side where there were at that time
nearly 6,000 people, joined them and together
they proceeded at once with arrangements to
build a church.
A small lot on a point of land at the junction
of Lime and Walnut streets was leased of N.
0. Munger for five years with an option to
purchase the same at $1,500. Leasing the land
saved the outlay incident to purchasing and
enabled the energetic spirits at the head of the
movement to build the church.
Charles E.
Dailey was chairman of the building committee;
E. B. Smith and Dr. C. S. Chase were the soliciting committee. In July, 1896, the cornerstone was laid.
The church was dedicated in October of the
same year. Dr. H. W. Tilden, of Des Moines,
preached the sermon and Rev. E. M. Eldredge,
of Chicago, had charge of the onerous work of
collecting the money to clear the indebtedness.
This work was thoroughly done and -subscriptions were raised sufficient to liquidate the indebtedness.
It is worth while as a matter of history to
state that the withdrawal of members from the
First Baptist Church to unite in this new movement was accepted with bad grace by the general membership of the First Church. And
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although there was a large membership on the
East Side belonging to the old church, but very
few of them had any part in the organization
of Walnut Street Church. Some of them had
been raised ,in the old church, having attended
it from earliest childhood and the ties which
bound them to it were like those uniting a
family. Some of these doubtless did not aid
in the movement fearing that they would be
called upon to help build the new church. The
hostility generally was probably due to two
things-first, a fear of weakening the old society and making it difficult to carry on the
work with vigor; second, the ever-present East
and West Side feelings. The real measure of
this hostility is best seen in the figures, the
amount contributed by members of the old
society toward the erection of the new church,
which was as nearly as can be ascertained $500.
Of this sum, A. J. Edwards, living on the East
Side, contributed $mo; George V. Fowler,
same side of the river, $25; and J. R. Vaughan,
West Side, $25. The other $350 was made up
of miscellaneous subscriptions.
The principal members who left the old
church and the 41 from the Free Will Baptist
Church who formed the new society were E.
B. Smith, Dr. C. S. Chase, E. V. Hayden, S.
A. Adams, Emma Ritner, W. S. Catlin and J.
T. Tuttle.
D. M. Ames and Richard
Crowther came soon afterward.
These few people took upon themselves a
herculean task but they were equal to it.
Originating in February, 1896, they were able
to erect a church which cost $6,000, less than
eight months later free from debt. They were
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actuated by the sole motive of extending the
influence and power of the Baptist Church.
The results have richly justified the wisdom of
their independent action.
The first board of trustees consisted of the
veteran religious worker-Hirma Champlin;
E. B. Smith, a young man of force and energy
and strong religious conviction and a persistent
worker; E. V. Hayden, C. H. Racket, C. E.
Dailey and W. L. Catlin. These were also
the first deacons of the church.
At the expiratioin of the lease, the land on
which the church stands was purchased at the
agreed price, $1,500. Adjoining land has since
been purchased at a cost of $3,000.
The society was organized with 40 members, and at the laying of the corner-stone less
th~n five months after, the membership was
roo. The society worshiped at first at the old
Railroad Chapel, occupying their present quarters, October 18, 1896.
The first pastor was Rev. Robert Carroll,
who was succeeded two years later by the present pastor, Rev. H. P. Beaman. The present
membership is 300. Various societies are connected with the church as helps in the work,
and special interest is taken in missionary work.
The Sunday-school was organized in October, 1896, with Dr. C. S. Chase as superintendent, who has held the position continuously
ever since. There were about 100 members at
the beginning which number has increased proportionately with the church membership.
Some indebtedness was necessarily incurred
in the purchase of lots for the chttrch, $4,500
in all, but it was provided for without encum-

bering the property with a mortgage. This
indebtedness is being rapidly liquidated, regular payments being made on the same besides.
raising about $2,000 a year for church expenses.
The pastor has been paid $1,000 a year from
the first:
Cedar Falls Baptist Church.- This church
was organized in the autumn of 1854 by Rev.
L. Knapp, who held regular services for about
two years.
On July 31, 1856, the society
held a meeting at the school house and organized for the purpose of seeking recognition
from the other churches, which was accomplished August 28. Rev. Mr. Dean, of New
Hartford, preached to the little band until
November 21, when he was succeeded by Rev..
W. K. Walton, who became pastor and remained in charge until November 21, 1860.
He was succeeded by Rev. H. E. Bailey and
he by Rev. A. G. Eberhart, who became pastor·
September 1, 1862, remaining until November
27, 1867.
Rev. Mr. Eberhart's pastorategreatly strengthened the church, largely inThe society had
creasing the membership.
bought the old school house in 1864 but during·
Rev. Mr. Eber hart's stay the church wast built,
and dedicated in 1863. Following Elder Eberhart came Elders D. N. Mason, Starr and W.
H. Stifler, covering a per,iod of about eight
years. Rev. G. W. W isselius became pastor
June 23, 1876, but resigned December IO, of
the same year.
He was popular with the
young people, a fair talker but was distrusted
by the older members of the church. He was
"churched" because of some misrepresentations
alleged to have been made by him in securing·
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Champlin Hall on East Fourth street ;the widow
of Rev. David E. Champlin, who was the first
pastor under this second organization, still owns
the building.
The church started out with I 2 members.
The first trustees were S. V. R. Slade, Na than
Hiram
Beebe and one other gentleman.
Champlin, now and for many years a resident
of the city, then of Spring Creek township, was
one of the first members and acted as secretary
for several years.
Rev. David E. Champlin, the first pastor,
ministered to the society for nearly three years
Hudson Baptist Church.-The pastor o f when his life of usefulness was cut short by
death. The church, the frame building standthis church is Rev. J. F. Eaker.
ing on the comer of Lafayette street and Park
Cedar Falls Darllish Baptist Church.- The avenue, was built under his direction and prosociety was organized in 1878 and the church motion, he himself contributing $900 of the
was built in 1882. The present pastor is Rev. $2,200, which the lot and building cost. The
C. P. Olsen. The membership of the church lot cost $200.
Rev. Mr. Messer preached for a short time,
is about 75. The superintendent of the Sunwhen Rev. Mr. Summerlin came and remained
day-school is John Bergstrom.
one year. The next pastor was Rev. Mr. Hall,
two years; Elder 0. E. Baker, three years;
FREE WILL BAPTIST CHURCHES.
Elder J. D. Palmer, three years; Eder Drake,
Free TVill Baptist Church, Waterloo.-This who stirred up the trouble mentioned later;
society was organized in the year 1869. There Elder Calkins and Elder C. S. Frost. Elder
had been a church organized several years pre- Frost was the last Free Will Baptist preacher
vious, 10 years perhaps, but for some reason and after a vacancy of considerable duration
it did not succeed. There is no one now living the members voted to join the regular Baptist
who is able to tell the reason for the suspension society. This union of the Free Will Baptist
of services and the practical dissolution of the Church with the regular Baptist Church was
accomplished while Rev. G. F. Holt was pastor
society.
At the elate of the second organization or of the First Baptist Church. He with several
of the reorganization, in 1869, a small band of the deacons and influential members of his
of Free Will Baptists met in the old David E. church met with prominent members of the

the appointment. He was assailed bitterly by
some and stoutly defended by others, but the
result was his resignation. He was succeeded
by Rev. L. T. Bush, March 4, 1877; Rev. Mr.
Williams, August, 1881 ; Rev. William W.
Other ministers of the
Onderdock, 1885.
church have been Revs. J. W. McCullough,
Richmond R. Smith, P. C. Nilson and H. B.
Mabie, the present pastor.
The society sold their old church building in
1900 and built a fine new church farther up in
the residence part of the city in 1901.
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Free Will Baptist faith at the home of Hiram
Champlin in the year 1895 to talk over their
differences. The result was that they found
the differences to be so slight that the Free Will
Baptists went over to the First Church, practically in a body, 41 members in all. All of
these became members of the Walnut Street
Baptist Church when it was organized in February, 1896.
The men and women who organized the
Free Will Baptist Church in Waterloo were
Rev. D. E. Champlin, Mrs. L. Champlin, Mr.
and Mrs. S. V. R. Slade, M. L. Ellis, Mr. and
Mrs. J. H. Bowers, Mr. and Mrs. P. McStay,
Mrs. A. Heisrodt, Misses J. Hubbard and M.
J. Heisrodt.
A Sunday-school was organized when the
church was started; Charles Hacket was the
last superintendent, when there were 125
scholars.

Other Free Will Baptist Churches in the
County.-Thirty years ago there were six Free
Will Baptist Churches in Black Hawk County:
One in Spring Creek township, one at Oxley
Grove, one two miles east of Gilbertsville, one
in Mount Vernon township, one in Waterloo,
and one in Dunkerton, now the sole survivor.
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES.

First Presbyterian Church, Waterloo.-This
church was organized by Rev. N. C. Robinson,
on the 17th da-y of September, 1854, with a
membership of six, viz.: George Ordway, Mrs.
George Ordway, Mrs. Marilla Beauchine, Mrs.

Alvira Barrett, Zimri Streeter and Mrs. Charlotte Lake. Rev. Mr. Robinson continued to
preach in the church once in two or three weeks
until late in the fall of 1854, when he accepted
a call to the church at Vinton.
In the fall of 1854, Rev. James M. Phillips
commenced his labors at Waterloo, Cedar Falls
and Janesville. He resided at Cedar Falls and .
continued to preach at \Vaterloo once in two
weeks for about a year. Rev. Mr. Phillips was
succeeded in the fall of 1856 by Rev. Moses
Robinson, who devoted his whole time to this
society; and during his ministry of about one
year, the erection of a church was commenced.
Rev. James Harrison, until his death a few
years ago a much esteemed and honored resident of Waterloo, was the next pastor of the
church, commencing his labors in the summer
of 1856 and continuing until the spring of
1868. At that time Rev. Mr. Fithian assumed
the pastorate and continued for several months
in charge.
The first church building, afterward occu- '
pied by the Baptist society, was commenced in
1856, but was not finished until the following
year,
and was dedicated in the fall. vVhen the
,
society began planning for the edifice, the country was in a flourishing oondition; settlers were
coming in rapidly; money was comparatively
plenty, and no one expected a sudden change
such as followed.
The society planned for
the future and built accordingly. But when
the financial crash came in 1857 they could not
fulfill their engagements. Aid that had been
promised from the East did not come owing
to a bank failure. With all these discouraging
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surroundings, it was thought best to sell the
property, which was accordingly clone. After
the sale of the church, the society was for a
long time withqut a pastor, and its usual services were suspended.
During the years 1860 and 1861 occasional
services were held, and for a part of the time
were held regularly every two weeks, conducted
by Rev. James M. Phillips, of Cedar Falls, and
Rev. David Blakely, who then resided near
Waterloo on a farm, and by occasional supplies.
Late in the year 1864, Rev. Stephen Phelps
commenced his labors with this church in Russell Hall, and continued to labor with great
acceptability until his health failed, in the spring
of 1869, when he resigned his pastorate. A
pleasant and commodious brick church was
erected during the summer of 1867, at the corner of Fourth and Jefferson streets, and was
dedicated free of debt in November of that
year. The building was not completed without
a struggle and only with the assistance of contributions from abroad, and a. donation from
the Church Erection Committee of the Presbyterian Church.
In the summer of 1869, Rev. A. R. Olney,
just graduated at Union Theological Seminary,
New York, commenced his labors as pastor and
continued them one year, being succeeded in
the fall of 1870 by Rev. W. W. Thorp, who
remained here until March, 1873. After his
departure, there were only occasional services
until in August, 1873, when Rev. I. E. Carey
took charge of the church. After him came
Rev. A. K. Baird, Rev. George R. Carroll, Rev.
Rockwood McQueston and Rev. E. N. Bar-

rett, who was afterward for manyyearspastorof
the Presbyterian Church at Iowa City, where
he did fine work among the students and where
he passed away only two years ago. Dr. Barrett was followed by Rev. C. H. Purmort, who
was pastor for 12 years, being succeeded in 1899
by Rev. Samuel Callen, the present pastor.
The old church building located on the corner now occupied by J. K. Joder's drug store,
West Side, was sold for $4,000 in 1889 soon
after the movement was begun for the erection
of a new church edifice. The pastor at the time
was Rev. Mr. Purmort, a man of tireless
energy, one who put his whole heart into anything his hands found to do. A site was secured at the corner of Park avenue and Mulberry streets at a cost of $1,700.
The building committee consisted of C. 0.
Balliett, A. Morrill, J. D. Easton, James Huff,
Vv. W. Miller, L. C. Newcomb, C.H. Purmort
and Dr. D. W. Crouse, who was chairman of
the committee.
The church building is a handsome one,
built from a single boulder which was found
on the farm of Henry Grout a few miles north
of the city and which was donated by him.
Possibly Mr. Grout thought that he was getting
rid of a big stone on easy terms. But, unexpectedly, the stone was much larger than it
appeared to be and the greater part of it was
under ground. In the end, it cost him nearly
$mo to get the hole filled up. There is, in
addition to the auditorium, a lecture-room, pastor's study, side room for the choir and in the
basement a kitchen and dining room, where the
ladies of the church serve many palatable meals
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on festive

occasions, for the benefit of the
church funds and for charities. The church
is provided with a pipe organ, the cost of
which was $3,000. The church building cost
$17,000.
The present pastor is Rev. Samuel Callen.
Mr. Moody, a nephew of the great evangelist,
is assistant pastor, having held his present position since the first of the year. The church
also expects to have a pastor of music, one of
the members of the Moody Quartette being the
one chosen to take charge of all the music of
the church and of the Sunday-school.
The Sunday-school of the First Presbyterian Church is one of the most interesting of
all the schools in the county.
The school
has always been a part of the church and
for the past few years has developed into a
marvel of a school. The school is largely in
the hands of business men and is organized
and conducted systematically and on business
principles. It embraces a membership of 620
scholars; 38 teachers ; is graded like the public
schools with a general superintendent, at present H. C. Schultz, and four assistant superintendents, namely; A. 0. Tabor, J. D. Liffering, W. W. McFarland and Mrs. C. D. Calkins.
Each grade from the Bible class clown has its
own principal and its own secretary. There is
a normal school class drawn from the third and
fourth grades, from which the teachers are
chosen as far as possible.
The school raises annually about $800 and
supports without any other help a missionary in
India.
Cedar Falls Presbyterian Church-Dates

from March 18,1855, when the society was organized under the administration of Rev. J. M.
Phillips with seven members, all long since
dead. Rev. Mr. Phillips remained here until
October 18, 1858, services being held in Mullarky's Hall during his stay.
He was succeeded by Rev. William Porterfield, December 31, 1858, who severed his connection with the church, October 14, 1861, his
departure being very little regretted, although
the church was built during his stay.
The
church was dedicated in October of that year,
the synod being in session in Cedar Falls at the
time.
Rev. Stephen Waterbury became pastor
December 9, 1861, and remained just three
years. Rev. Albert True presided from May
21, 1865, to January 6, 1867, followed by Rev.
D. Russell from April 7, 1867 to March 28,
1869, during whose stay quite a revival was
experienced. Rev. S. M. Griffith was called
to the pulpit July 16, 1869, and ministered until
August 3, 1872, leaving a good reputation.
Rev. A. Compton, who succeeded, remained
but a short time from October 11, 1872, to
May 11, 1873. On the latter elate Re,·. A. B.
Goodale assumed charge of the church and remained a little over £our years.
Rev. Mr.
Goodale who had been a missionary in the East
Indies, proved a valuable pastor, for the membership was greatly increased during his stay.
Rev. John Wood took charge September 3,
1877, and was succeeded by Rev. Donald
Fletcher in January, 1879. Rev. W. E. Mack
in October. 1880, and Rev. Edward Warren in
April, 1884.
The last named was followed
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by Rev. T. C. Potter, who was succeeded by
Rev. S. Hall Young. After Rev. Mr. Young
came Rev. Samuel Callen, who was succeeded
by Rev. R. R. Marquis, the present pastor.
The present membership of the society is
The superintendent of the Sunday200.
school is A. H. Lamb.
La Porte City Presbyterian Church.-The
first public services by this denomination in
La Porte City were held by Rev. N. C. Robinson, in November, 1857, in a log cabin which
stood on Commercial street. The church was
organized November 4, 1857, by a council consisting of Rev. Luther Dodd and R. Wylie,
ruling elder. The first members were James
McQuilken, T. L. Mayes, R. J. McQuilken,
Jennie H. McQuilken, John McQuilken, William P. Mayes and Annie Mayes. Rev. J. A.
Hoyt was first pastor and James McQuilken
and T. L. Mayes, rul ing elders. In 1868, the
socitey purchased the church built by the Adventists about 1861, and occupied it until 1873,
when they sold it to the German Evangelical
Society, reserving the privilege of occupying
it for morning services until the first of
November.
In June, 1873, Dr. C. T. Ingersoll, R. J.
McQuilken and B. S. Stanton were appointed
a committee to select and purchase a site for
a new church edifice. They soon after reported
that they had selected lots on the corner of
First and Sycamore streets, which were purchased for $400. J. T. Wagner, an architect,
drafted a plan for the building, which was accepted. \i\Tork was commenced in July, 1873,
and the vestry was completed ready for occu-

The
pancy m the last part of November.
church proper was completed and dedicated on
the last Sabbath in November, 1874, the dedicatory sermon being preached by Rev. Stephen
Phelps, then of Vinton. The building, which
is still used by this congregation, is 60 by 36
feet and cost $8,372.74.
After Rev. Mr. Hoyt's pastorate, Rev. N. C.
Robinson occupied the pulpit about six months,
when Rev. D. S. Morgan became pastor, being
succeeded by Rev. J. A. Donahey, who retired
April 1, 1878. For several succeeding years
the church did not always have a regular pastor
but was served by Revs. W. R. Stewart, G. W.
Hayes, N. Olerenshaw, and A. Taylor, with
whom the services began to be held with
regularity.
The present pastor is Rev. Mr. Koonts, who
has been in charge of the church a number of
years, succeeding Rev. A. G. Bailey. His pastorate has been very successful and the church
in all its branches is in a flourishing and prosperous conditiion, the usual auxiliary societies
contributing their share toward the upbuilding
and betterment of the church and the community at large.
CONGREGATION AL CHURCHES.

Waterloo Congregational Church.-At a
meeting held at the school house in Waterloo
on Saturday evening, August 23, 1856, by those
interested in the principles of Congregationalism, Rev. Oliver Emerson, agent of the American Missionary Association, was called to the
chair, and John H. Leavitt was chosen clerk.
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As a result of this meeting, a council was called
for the purpose of organizing a church, September 24 of the same year, Rev. G. H.
Woodward, of Toledo, acting as moderator and
Rev. A. Graves, of York, as scribe.
Had the good feeling which now exists between the members of the Congregational and
the Presbyterian churches been present in the
hearts of the people at that time, it is probable
that the Congregational Church of Waterloo
would not then have come into existence. The
adoption of the "Church Extension Scheme"
was responsible for the break which resulted
in the organization of the church at so early
a date; that such organization would have come
some time was inevitable.
The original members of the church were :
Abram P. Hosford, J. P. White, L. B. Worcester and wife, and John H. Leavitt. The
deacons first chosen were J. P. White and L.
The first clerk was John H.
C. Sanborn.
Leavitt, and the first pastor, Rev. T. S. LaDue.
The society held its first meetings in the old
log school house on Jefferson street, afterward
in Benight's Hall, corner of Fourth and Commercial streets, and Capwell's Hall, corner
of Fifth and Commercial. According to the
records, the first member admitted tJO the church
on profession of faith was Mrs. Wheeler, afterward Mrs. William Robinson. The first adult
to be baptised was Mary Manwell ; the first infant, Roger Leavitt.
The present site of the church was occupied
in 1857, the lower part of the edifice being used
until 1862, when the upper part was finished
and occupied without essential change until

1872, when both stories were thrown into one,
and an extension added. The first pipe organ
was brought to Waterloo in 1864 by E. W.
Burnham, and was placed in this church . It
was later removed to the Congregational
Church at Independence.
A new church edifice vvas erected in 1888,
and dedicated in the fall of that year. The
cost was $10,000 and the site of the old church
Nas used for that of. the new one.
George A Gates, at that time president ot
Iowa College, Grinnell, preached the dedicatory sermon. There was no money to be raised,
for the funds for the building were provided in
advance. In 1900 an addition was made to
the church at a cost of $2,500.
It was a mistake to build the church on this
present site, corner of Jefferson and Fifth
streets, near the center of business and inconvenient to the large majority of, the members.
At that time it looked to be safe from the encroachments of business, but a little more foresight and a little more confidence in the future
growth of the city on the part of those interested, would have avoided the mistake. The
Methodist brethren erred in the same way. The
First Methodist Episcopal Church stands on
the opposite corner across from a large livery
stable which adjoins the Congregational edifice.
However, the two churches are both looking
forward to the time in the very near future
when they may move into a pleasanter neighborhood; and the appreciation in the value of
property will enable them to do this without
much if any financial loss.
The building committee of the new church
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( 1888) consisted of the pastor, Rev. J. 0.
Stevenson, and Robert Robinson, John H.
Leavitt and Robert A. Davison.
In 1869, the society built a commodious
parsonage, then on the corner of Washington
and Fourth streets; this was first occupied by
Dr. George Thatcher, pastor, subsequently
president of the State University of Iowa. In
1901 a new parsonage was bought, the residence
of Mrs. Joseph Brainard on West Park avenue
between South and Wellington streets, the consideration being $3,000.
The early ministers who supplied the church
were as follows: Revs. Thomas S. La Due,
John S. Whittlesey, Orville W. Merrill, Smith
B. Goodenow, Edward S. Palmer, W. H. Marble, George Thatcher, D. D. (later president of
the State University of Iowa), Alfred A. Ellsworth and Henry S. DeForest. The pastorate
of the latter terminated in April, 1878. Rev.
Clayton Welles took charge October 1, 1879,
but resigned in 1883 to accept the principalship
of Wilton Academy, in Muscatine County. Following him came Rev. J. H. Windsor, who was
pastor for three years. Then came Rev. J. 0.
Stevenson, who, presided over the church for
12 years until 1899, when after several vain attempts to recover his voice, a leave of absence
of several months being given him for the purpose, he was finally forced to resign.
Dr.
Stevenson is undoubtedly one of the most original men and keenest thinkers ever heard in
Waterloo. His people were very reluctant to
release him but it seemed the only thing to do.
Dr. Stevenson still lives in Vv aterloo and
although his voice has never been fully re-

stored, he is nevertheless very active in religious
and other philanthropic work.
Following Dr. Stevenson came Dr. A. A.
Tanner, who was pastor from 1899 to ·1902.
Dr. Tanner was very much interested in social
problems and finally resigned his charge here
in order that he might devote all his time to
their solution. By engaging in active business
relations with the people whose condition he
desired to improve, he believed he could more
easily reach them. With this in mind, he went
to Toledo, Ohio, where he is now in business.
His departure was greatly regretted for Dr.
Tanner is a fine speaker and a talented man.
The present pastor is Rev. C. H. Seccombe,
who took charge of the church in 1903. He
came here from Ames, Iowa, and seems to be
The
meeting with success in his pastorate.
present membership of the church is 350.
The Sunday-school was organized in 1857
with H. A. Lane as superintendent, number of
scholars not known. At present the superintendent of the Bible school is H. A. Ogline, the
superintendent of the primary department is
Mrs. L. L. Brooks, and there is a large Sundayschool.
The present officers of the church are: Clerk,
Robert A. Davison; treasurer, W. C. Logan;
collector, Mrs. A. C. Speicher; deacons,-\Villiam M. Battery, clean, W. H. Hunt, H. A.
Ogline, W. D. Welch, C. P. Hunt, S. D. Mitchell, J. H. Shoemaker, Miss Lucy 0. Leavitt and
Mrs. C. C. Cooke; trustees,--J. E. Bragdon,
chairman, J. E. Sedgwick, A. C. Speicher, J.
H. Leavitt, Thomas Cascaden, Jr., Vv. C.
Brownlee and C. P. Rugg.
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There are a number of societies and clubs
connected with the church, in which the members take much interest. The church is in a
very flourishing condition.
Cedar Falls Congregational Church.-A
council of Congregational ministers was held
July 7, 1860, to organize a Congregational
Church in Cedar Falls.
The following day
being Sunday, the church was organized with
The
17 members, six men and I I women.
sermon was preached by Rev. Mr. Holbrook
and the fellowship of the church extended by
Rev. H. M. Gates.
Rev. L. B. Fifield, of Manchester, was invited to become pastor, which he did at the time
and remained until June IO, 1870. He was
an excellent preacher, a studious, bookish man
and made acquaintances slowly, but his IO
years stay was crowned with success.
In 1862 the society purchased the building
which had been erected by the Methodists,
which stood where the present church stands.
The church received help from the Home Missionary Society until 1872, when through the
exertions of Rev. C. Gibbs, who was pastor at
that time, the society became self supporting.
The present church was begun in 1888 and
completed in 1889 at a cost of $13,000. The
building committee consisted of William C.
Bryant, E. Townsend, H. H. Clay, James
Hurst and James Miller.
Of the original members of the church, Mrs.
James Miller is the only one living at the present time.
Since the organization of the society, there
have been but four pastors, namely : Rev.

S. B. Fifield, 1860-70; Rev. Charles Gibbs,
1870-87; Rev. S. W. Beach, 1887-96; Rev. I.
E. Snowden, who came in 1896, is the present
pastor.
PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCHES.

St. Marl/s Protestant Episcopal Church,
W a,terloo.-The first Episcopal service ever
held in Waterloo was on Sunday, August 3,
1856, at which time Rt. Rev. H. W. Lee, then
Bishop of the Diocese of Iowa, made his first
visit to this place. Services were held in the
morning at Capwell's Hall, on the West Side,
and in the Grout school house on the East Side
in the afternoon. In the evening, a meeting
was held in Capwell's Hall, and an organization
effected under the name of St. Thomas' Parish.
The names of the persons subscribing to
the articles of association were Charles Fiske,
James S. George, J. C. Hubbard, J. H. Wilkins,
William Haddock and Edmund Miller, and the
first vestry elected consisted of the above named
gentlemen with the exception of Mr. Haddock.
The first officiating minister was Benjamin
R. Gifford, who commenced his labors the following year, the society holding its services in
Day's Hall on the East Side. Mr. Gifford remained with the society until some time in 1859.
Services were also held in Capwell's Hall and
at the Court House occasionally until the completion of Russell's Hall, when that was secured by lease.
Rev. W. F. Lloyd succeeded to the rectorship in 1860, and held regular services in Russell's Hall, continuing as rector until 1864. At
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a meeting held April 6, 1863, the name of the
parish was changed from St. Thomas' to St.
Mark's because of irregularities in the organization under the former name. At the termination of Rev. Mr. Lloyd's term, the society
was without a rector for some time, occasional
services being held by Rev. Henry C. Kinney,
who also officiated at Cedar Falls.
Rev. W. T. Cambell was called in October,
1866, and remained a year, services being still
held in Russell's Hall. In June 1867, Rev.
S. D. Day was called to the rectorship, and in
the year following the present church building
was commenced. The building committee consisted of the rector, R. Russell and A. T. Lusch.
The foundation was not finished until late and
the frame was raised September 21, 1868.
The first service was held in the church in
the latter part of February, Rev. Mr. Day
preaching the first sermon to a large congregation.
Rev. Mr. Day retained his connection with
the parish until 1871, being succeeded by Rev.
J. E. Ryan, who was called late in the same
year, but who did not commence his labors
until January, 1872. He served until 1877,
when he was succeeded by Rev. F. M. Bird.
Next came Rev. W. C. Mills. Then the parish
was without a rector for several years, \Yhen on
June 1, 1885, Rev. C. S. Percival began his
work here. Regular services practically ceased
on the resignation of Dr. PerciYaL although
for a while the rector of the Episcopal Church
at Cedar Falls held services on alternate
Sundays.
The two parishes of St. Mark's and Christ

Church were practically united in one parish
after services finally ceased at St. Mark's both
being merged into Christ Church Parish. This
situation continued until the winter of 1903,
when St. Mark's Parish was reorganized. Rev.
I. M. Merlinjones was rector of Christ Church
at the time and was to some extent instrumental
in the reopening of St. Mark's. The movement
was a timely one. There were more than 5,000
people on that side of the river at the time; the
church was convenient to them and there was no
good reason why the communicants of this faith
should be obliged to ,come so great a distance
out of their way to worship, when they had a
church at their disposal right at hand.
The present pastor, Rev. F. L. Platt, was
called and is giving very general satisfaction.
A Sunday-school and other auxiliary church
societies were formed and St. Mark's has
started into new and vigorous life. All these
organizations were part of the working force of
St. Mark's during all its active years.

Christ Protestant Episcopal Church, Waterloo.-The approval of the Bishop of the Diocese of Iowa, William S. Perry, to the organization of the parish of Christ Church, VI aterloo, was given at Davenport, Iowa, December
27, 1881.
The previous summer, evening services \Yere
suspended in St. Mark's Church on the \,Vest
Side. Rev. Dr. F. M. Bird suggested that it
might be well to hold evening services on the
East Side, if some suitable place could be secured for the purpose. The proposition met
with serious opposition on the part of some
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influential members on the 'vVest Side, they
apprehending that the move might result in
the organization of a second parish in the city.
To the rector and a large majority of the membership, there seemed to be no valid objection
to holding evening services on the East Side
during the suspension of such services at St.
Mark's, and the suggestion of Dr. Bird was
forthwith acted upon. The mission chapel
located at that time at the corner of the Illinois
Central grounds on Fourth street was secured
and services held regularly there.
In the scrap-book of T. W. Place is the following memorandum: "Waterloo, Iowa, Jan.
26, 1881. On the 30th of May, 1880, the Rev.
F. M. Bird commenced holding Episcopal services Sunday evenings at the Mission Chapel
near Machine shops of the I. C. R. R. These
services were continued until the organization
of Christ Church, which organization was effected at the residence of Mr. J. H. Miller on
Thursday evening January 6, 1881. Messrs.
J. H. Miller, J. W. Krapfel, T. W. Place, 0.
Gable and Matt. Parrott were elected vestrymen. The first regular meeting of the vestry
was held at the office of the First National Bank
on Friday evening January 14, at which meeting Mr. J. H. Miller was elected senior warden,
T. W. Place, junior warden, 0. Gable, secretary and A. I. Breckinridge, treasurer. Messrs.
Matt. Parrott and J. W. Krapfel were appointed a committee to rent the Mission Chapel
for services, which have been held both morning and evening since the above organization
v:as made."
Articles of incorporation for admission into

the Diocese of Iowa were filed with C. B. Stilson, county recorder, January 1, 1881, with
the following signatures: J. H. Miller, T. W.
Place, A. I. Breckinridge, J. L. Cooley, H. D.
Williams, J. W. Krapfel, Matt. W. Ruvane,
:Matt. Parrott, Joseph Ponsford G. Wilson, C.
1'. Farwell, H. D. Hatch, E. Stearns, Joseph
Dunham) H. Eccleston and H. C. Harper.
Rev. F. M. Bird officiated as rector for St.
Mark's and Christ Church parishes.
"At a meeting of the parishioners of Christ
Church held at Mission Chapel, Easter Monday, April 18, 1881 for the purpose of electing officers for ,the ensuing church year, the
following were chosen to serve on the vestry :
Matt. Parrott, J. W. Krapfel, J. H. Miller, 0.
Gable, James L. Cooley, T. W. Place, A. I.
Breckinridge, H. D. Williams and G. Wilson.
The secretary was instructed to extend a call to
the Rev. G. H. Somerville, of Davenport, Iowa,
to take charge of Christ Church Parish, dating
from Easter Sunday, April 17, 1881.
0. Gable, Secy."
In the summer of that same year it was decided to build a church. The contract for it~
construction was awarded by the vestry at thci.
meeting August 19, to Thomas Chadwick.
On Monday, August 22nd, ground was broken
for the foundation of Christ Church. It was
dedicated September 21, 1881. Rev. Mr. Somerville remained until February 27, 1882, when
he resigned.
At a meeting of the vestry on June 3. 1882.
a call was extended to Rev. G. C. Chambers, of
Anamosa, Iowa. as rector of Christ Church,
which he accepted, corning to vVaterloo im ·
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mediately and continuing here until October .3, the school house. Rev. James Gifford succeeded
1889.
Rev. Mr. Keeler the following year, preaching
On November 17, 1889, Rev. W. F. Lloyd alternately at Waterloo and Cedar Falls. Rev.
was called as rector and he remained until his Walter Lloyd followed in 1861 and remained
death, June 7, 1892. The deceased was a man until 1864, when he was succeeded by Rev. H.
much beloved and he so loved the church that C. Kinney. Rev. Mr. Kinney soon returned to
he bequeathed to it $1,500, which sum was New York, married and brought his bride to
used in the enlargement of the edifice and the Cedar Falls. By the free use of Mrs. Kinney's
creation of Lloyd Hall in 1901.
money and his own earnest efforts, the church
Rev. E. J. Evans followed Dr. Lloyd and was built.
Mr. and Mrs. Kinney remained
remained until September 19, 1894, when he until 1869, leaving poorer in purse than when
sent in his resignation. On February II, 1895, they came but with a tender remembrance of
Pev. M. J. Bywater was called as rector and them by all the parishioners. Rev. Ezra Isaacs
remained until May 5, 1896. He was followed occupied the pulpit for a short .time in 1873.
by Rev. E. E. Maderia, who resigned October
Rev. F. Humphrey took pastoral charge in
I, 1900.
Rev. I. M. Merlinjones succeeded 1873 and remained until the winter of 1877-78
Rev. Mr. Maderia March 14, 1901, and served when he was succeeded by Rev. Dr. Estabrook,
the parish until August 1, 1903.
of Independence. Rev. Walter F. Lloyd came
On October 22, 1903, Rev. G. W. Hinkle, again in 1882 and remained until 1889, when
of Steubenville, was called to the rectorship he was called to the rectorship of Christ Church,
and accepted, preaching his first sermon on Sun- Waterloo, where he remained until his death,
day, December 20, 1903. He is a learned and which occurred in 1892.
accomplished man, popular with his people and
Other rectors who have been in charge of
with all whom he meets; he is doing fine work the church since then are Revs. Williams, Dr.
for the parish.
Hoyt, Van Fleet and Block. The present recThe usual church organizations are in active tor, Rev. Charles Lewis Biggs, during the
operation, - Sunday-school,
Ladies' Guild, several years of his stay here has clone most
Daughters of the King ( a society composed of effective work. Rev. Mr. Biggs is a young
the young ladies and young married ladies of man, a great student and a ,tireless worker.
the church), and Ladies' Auxiliary ( the mis- He is the sort the church needs. The superinsionary society of the church). A vested choir tendent of the Sunday-school is Jesse Church.
of 40 voices furnishes the music for the services The church membership is 100.
of the church and adds to their attractiveness.
CATHOLIC CHURCHES.
St. Luke's Protestant Episcopal, Church,
Cedar Falls.-St. Luke's Parish was organized
St. Joseph's Catholic Church, Waterloo.in the spring of 1855 by Rev. James Keeler at The Catholic Church was established in Water-
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loo in an early day, though no church building
was erected until 1863. In 1861 Bartholomew
Kelley, Nicholas Flood and John Fpgarty, as
trustees of the Catholic Church of Waterloo,
boughts lots I and 4, block 3 I on the East Side
of the river of J. H. Leavitt and James L.
Cooley, adiministrators of the estate of Benjamin E. Cooley. In 1863 a frame building 20
by 40 feet was erected for church purposes.
But Catholic services were held here as early
as I 8 54, and even earlier than that Catholics
were administered to here by Rev. Father
Shields, a pioneer Catholic minister residing at
Waverly, and Rev. Maurice Flavin, who succeeded Father Shields at Waverly in 1856; and
Rev. Father Murphy, who succeeded him, ministered to the faithful until the congregation
grew strong enough to feel able to support a
pastor of its own which happened in 1869, when
Rev. Father Scallon became Waterloo's first
Catholic priest. The congregation had doubled
during the pastorate of Rev. Father Murphy
and he had had the building enlarged.
With a resident priest and an able and enthusiastic one as was Father Scallon, the dormant energies of the people were awakened and
two years after he came, or in 1873, steps were
taken for the erection of a parochial school
building, and Our Lady of Victory Academy
and the frame of St. J oseph's Church were
Father Scallon was a
commenced in 1880.
great priest, a man of native force, scholarly
attainments and stirring and captivating eloHe ministered to the Catholics of
quence.
half a dozen different settlements, all widely
scattered, in addition to his charge at Waterloo ,

thus making St. Joseph's Parish, Waterloo,
mother of a number of now flourishing parishes,
St. Mary's German Catholic Church of this
city being the youngest and most flourishing.
Following Father Scallon, was Rev.
Michael Nichols, who remained one year; succeeded by Rev. G. T. Nagel in 1884, who remained seven years; then Rev. P . J. Burke, who
was here 20 months. It was during his time
that the agitation for a German Catholic
Church was begun, and the work of building
St. Mary's Church was inaugurated and so far
completed that in September, 1895, the basement was completed and services were thereafter held there by Rev. Father Hemesath until
the completion of the auditorium a few years
later.
Rev. Father Mark Cooney, present priest
of St. Joseph's, received his appointment to the
parish October 24, 1895, and entered upon his
duties as pastor on November 4 following.
He met his congregation for the first time November ro and made a favorable impression
at once. He has steadily grown in favor with
his people and with the general public, and has
clone great work for the parish.
In February, 1900, Father Cooney congratulated his parishoners that both the parish
school and the church were free of debt; and
suggested the feasibility of erecting a more
commodious and stable church edifice. A meeting to consider the proposition was called for
A
March 4, which was largely attended.
subscription list was opened and nearly $4,000
Father Cooney
was realized on the spot.
commitbuilding
named as his associates on the

,
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tee-C. D. Wangler, J. T. Sullivan and Nicholas Federspiel; T. A. Gadbois, H. J. Dunnwald and M. J. O'Keefe as soliciting committee.
Lot 5 in the same block was purchased by
Father Cooney to add to the five lots already
had in order to make room for the contemplated
new church edifice. The lot cost $1,850.
Ground was broken for the new church
July 9, 1900. On September 9, 1900, the corner-stone was laid. The ceremonies were most
impressive. The stone was blessed by Rt. Rev.
Mgr. Ryan, of Dubuque. Rt. Rev. John Carroll, of Dubuque, delivered the address. Many
representatives of Catholic societies from neighboring parishes were present, among them
many priests.
The church was dedicated
October 6, 1901, with great and elabora,te cere;monies, by Archbishop Keane. Solemn High
Mass was celebrated following the dedication.
The extreme length of St. Joseph's Church
is 148 feet, 8 inches; its width is 66 feet, 4
inches. There is a basement underneath the
entire building containing boiler room, fuel
room, winter chapel, assembly room, and lavatory.
The building is architecturally beautiful
with a richly finished interior. The walls are
25 feet high and the ceiling measures 35 feet
from the floor. The building is of brick trimmed with Bedford Buff Indiana Rocle
St. Mary's Catholic Church, Waterloo.This congregation was organized in the summer of 1894. During the summer of 1895,
the basement of the present church was completed. In the fall of l 897 the superstructure
was erected and the principal members of the
16

congregation having represented to Archbishop
Hennessey when on his episcopal visitation to
St. Joseph's Church in December, 1897, that
they were then ready to receive a priest, the
Archbishop promised that one would be sent
Rev. Father Hemesath
in the near future.
came accordingly as the church's first pastor in
January, 1898, and from his arrival until the
present time pastor and people have displayed a
magnificent zeal and self-sacrifice towards their
They richly deserve the prosperity
church.
they enjoy.
Both of these churches have strong Sundayschools and maintain beside a number of organizations, which do much .to keep up the interest
of the members in their church. Among these
are: Children of Mary Sodality, 50 members;
Young Ladies' Sodality of the Immaculate
Conception, 100 members; Living Rosary Society for Married Ladies, 120 members; League
of the Sacred Heart, membership 425; Men's
Catholic Order of Foresters, St. Joseph's Court,
installed July 3, 1898; and Women's Catholic
Order of Foresters, organized April 21, 1900.
St. Patrick's Catholic Church, Cedarr Falls.
-This is one of the oldest societies in Cedar
Falls, the first mass being celebrated January,
1855, by Father McGinnis at the home of
Andrew Mullarky.
The main occasion for
this visit was the birth of Elizabeth E. Mullarky, Father McGinnis having been summoned
to administer the rite of baptism.
In May of that year Bishop Loras, accompanied by another priest, visited Cedar Falls
and provided for regular services, which were
conducted for several months by Father Brady,
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succeeded by Father Slattery. In 1856 Father
Shields assumed charge and in 1857, during his
pastorate, a church was built on Washington
street just above Seventh. Father Shields
died at Waverly in 1870. He was succeeded
by Father McLaughlin, followed by Father
Gunn, who remained three years and added a
residence to the church property. His immediate successors were Father O'Dowd, Father
M. Flavin and Father Denis Ryan.
Next
came Father Smith, under whose energetic .
management a splendid church was built at a
cost of $14,000.
The corner-stone of the new church ,,·as laid
August 11, 1876.
Mass was celebrated by
Father Smith, assisted by Father Scallon, then
at \i\Taterloo, and Father Nemmers, of Gilbertsville. This was followed by a procession to
the location of the. new church, succeeded by a
sermon preached by Father Smith and the placing of the stone.
The edifice, which was erected near the
former one, was dedicated by Rt. Rev. John
Hennessey on November 4, 1876. The resident
priest was assisted by several Yisiting pastors of
neighboring churches and the dedicatory sermon
was prea.ched by Bishop Hennessey with his
usual force and eloquence. The morning following a large number were confirmed at the
church by the bishop in person.
Father Charles 1\IcCabe came in 1878 and
remained 18 years.
He bought the present
school property, built the school and brought
the Sisters of Charity of Dubuque to take
charge of it. He also cleared off a large debt
on the present church, th at \\·as built by his

predecessor. To Father McCabe the Catholic
congregation of Cedar Falls is much indebted.
He was strong and full of energy and under
him the society had a steady advance in numbers and power. The present pastor is Father
L. Donlon, who took charge in November,
1901, shortly after the death of his predecessor,
Father Bernard W. Coyle, who had ministered
to the congregation for five years.
Other Catholic Churches in the Coimty.The congregation in Gilbertsville was attended
at first by Father Gosker of Independence.
\Vhen Father Scallon came to vVaterloo, it was
placed in his charge and he remained its pastor
until December, 1875, when Father Nemmers
took charge. Under his zealous and energetic
administration the congregation has grown to
splendid proportions. A fine church, capacious
school, commodious sisters' residence and modernly equipped parsonage have all been built
under Father N emmers' supervision.
They
are all substantial brick structures and can compare favorably with any in this or neighboring
States.
Eagle Center had its first church erected
about 1868, Father Murphy, of \Vaverly, then
having spiritual jurisdiction over the settlement.
It was blown down by a cyclone in 1869. The
present structure was erected by Father Scallon
in r 870. It has had as resident pastors Fathers
Kelly. English, O'Brien, McCarthy, Dougherty
and the present incumbent, Rev. James Taken.
The congregation under the wise administration of Father Taken continues a healthy
growth and possesses all modern equipments in
both church and parsonage.
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Barclay Church in the early "seventies·'
\Yas moved to its present location by Rev.
Father Nemmers, who attended it from Gilbertsville for 16 years. Since Jesup received
a pastor of its own, it was found more convenient to attend it from that place. So for
the past nine years, Father Horsfield, of Jesup,
has worthily discharged the duties of pastor
to the good people of Barclay and enjoys their
love and esteem for ~is kindly ministration.
The Church in Blessing was built in 1882
by Rev. Father O'Brien, pastor of Eagle Center. It was attached to Eagle Center as a mission until the arrival of Rev. Father Sheey in
1892. He was its first resident pastor. During
his pastorate an elegant parsonage has been
built and the original church considerably enlarged. The members of this congregation are
among the most prosperous and progressive
farmers in Black Hawk County.
The Catholics in La Porte City have a
The
church, which has no regular pastor.
priest from Vinton holds services at times ancl
ministers the priestly office in case of marriage,
sickness or death.
GERMAN LUT lIERAN CHUR C HES.

TT 'atcrloo Gerlllan Lutherall Cl111rch.-The
firsl services of this society were held in the
basement of the Congregalional Church, commencing in 1866. Rev. Mr. Durchner was the
minister and divided his time between Cedar
aterloo, preaching alternate SunFalls and
place. Sometime in 1867, Beck
each
at
days
and Nauman's Hall was leased as a place of
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worship, Rev. Mr. Folch succeeding Durchner,
and preaching on alternate Sundays for several
years. Articles of incorporation were adopted
July 1, 1869, under the name of "The Lutheran
Church of Waterloo," the object being as stated
therein "to secure the worship of God and promote religion among the German population in
the vicinity of Waterloo." The incorporators
named were John Nauman, D. Kruse, Henry
Vogel, Charles F. Sury, God fried Hartman
and Conrad Bockringer.
Rev. Joseph vVestenberger was the first regular pastor o f the society, commencing his
labors in 1872. Under his administration the
present church edifice was commenced and completed. It is a brick structure, 31 by 56 feet on
the ground, and is located on Jefferson street,
vVork was combetween Third and Main.
menced in July, 1872, and the building was
occupied in October following. It has a seating capacity of about 200 and cost $2,500.
Those who have served the church in the
capacity of minister since that date are Revs.
W. Buehring, C. Mardorf; H. Schertz, 187483; E. Morhl, 1883-96; George Sandrock,
1896-1902; and Rev. C. P. Hasskarl, who came
in 1902 and who is still the efficient pastor.
The number of families represented in the
church is about 100. The Sunday-school has
a membership of 100, with 14 teachers.
The church in all its branches is in a most
flourishing condition.
Gcrmm1 Luthera11 Emanuel Church, Watcrloo.-This church, situated at the corner of
" Talnut and Vine streets, was established
December 29, 1878.
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The congregation first owned property on
the river front on vVater street. When the
Illinois Central Railroad built through the
down-town district, the congregation sold that
property and bought the present triangular lot
between Walnut, Vine and Fremont streets in
1890.
The first pastor was Rev. George Mezger,
who stayed with the congregation three years.
The second pastor was Rev. Joseph H. Fischer,
who was here three years and a half. In
December, 1888, the present pastor, Rev.
Theodore Wolfram, accepted the call of the
congregation, then consisting o f eight families.
Under his guidance the little company has
grown until to-day it numbers 350.
The parochial school, which has always been
connected with the church, had only 12 pupils
I 5 years ago; at present there is an enrollment
of 75. In the fall of the year 1902, a permanent teacher was appointed. Ernst Bertram,
who since that time has been in charge of the
Here scholars receive a Christian
school.
training and are instructed in German and
English, the former language being taught in
the forenoon, the latter in the afternoon.
This congregation adheres to the Missouri
Synod of the Lutheran Church, which according to the last census of 1902 has 1,832 ministers, over 3,000 congregations, 755,149 souls,
863 installed parochial school teachers and
nearly 96,000 enrolled scholars.
Cedar Falls German Lutheran Church.A society of this church was organized in the
summer of 1865 by Rev. B. Durschner. Ser-

vices were held in the Presbyterian Church for
a year; but by the exertions of Rev. Mr.
Durschner and the substantial help of the late
Mr. Boehmler the society had a church of its.
own in the autumn of 1866.
Rev. L. Lish accepted a call to the pastorate
in the spring of 1867 and remained until July,
1868 being followed by Rev. B. Foelsch, who
came here directly from Germany. Rev. Mr.
Foelsch preached Sunday morning and evening, heard a Bible class every Wednesday evening, besides preaching for a time on alternate
Sunday afternoons at Waterloo. In 1880 came
Rev. C. Mehrtens and, in 1883, Rev. Mr.
Barkow.
Rev. E. Pett was the last regular pastor of
this church. He resigned in February, 1903.
Since that time services have been held at stated
times by Rev. A. I. Hahn, of Waverly.
DANISH LUTHERAN CHURCHES.

Nazareth Danish Lutheran Church, Cedar
Falls.-Was organized in 1871 by Rev. A. S.
Nielsen, who settled in Cedar Falls the same
year. In 1872 a church building was projected,
finished the following year and on September
7, 1873, dedicated, the pastor preaching the
dedicatory sermon. The building is 40 by 60
feet in size with vestibule and spire and cost
about $4,000. It is located at the corner of
Bluff ahd Ninth streets.
Rev. Mr. Nielsen who remained in Cedar
Falls until I 879, was succeeded by Rev. J. Jensen, who came in September of that yearandre-
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mained until 1885. Then came in turn Revs.
A. S. Hansen, P. L. C. Hansen, N. Hansen and
the present pastor, H. P. Jensen.
The society built a parsonage in 1891. The
superintendent of the Sunday-school is Jesse
Clausen.
Bethlehem Danish Lutheran Church, Cedar
Falls,-Was organized in 1898 and the church
was built on the corner of Main and 14th streets,
in 1900. Two years later the parsonage was
built. The first pastor was Rev. A. Dan. The
present pastor is Rev. N. P. Gravengard. The
present membership is I 52. The superintendent of the Sunday-school is M. Holst.
GERMAN EVANGELICAL CHURCHES.

Waterloo German Evangelical Church.-In
the year 1857 the Cedar Valley country was
taken up as a mission field by the Illinois Conference of the Evangelical Association, and that
year Jacob Schoeffle and J. Mohr were sent by
said conference to seek the German settlers in
these regions, and preach the Gospel of Christ
among them. As far as we can learn Schoeffie
was the first German missionary who passed
through Waterloo.
Finding no opening in
this place, he passed on to Cedar Falls, where he
located.
In the following year H. Kleinsorge, as
successor to Schoeffie, took up Waterloo as an
appointment, but his mission field was so large,
extending from La Porte City north 1into
Bremer County and to Fort Dodge, and the
Germans in Waterloo were so few that as a
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result of these two facts he did not preach in
Waterloo very often.
In 1861 H. Rinze was sent to this mission,
but he preached only occasionally in Waterloo.
C. Pfile, also from the same conference, visited
Waterloo at intervals. Then followed Jacob
Keiper from the same conference, who preached
several times in Waterloo during the year 1863.
In 1864, C. Berner was sent to this field of
labor. A conference had been organized in
Iowa, and as the mission territory was more
compact he could pay more attention to Waterloo and preached more regularly.
Services
were held in a hall owned by J. D. Weaver,
formerly Day's Hall, but up to this time no
church had been organized.
In the month of May, 1865, Joseph Harlacher migrated from Wisconsin and joined
the Iowa Conference, and was by the same appointed to Cedar Falls and adjoining appointments. He commenced to preach in the abovementioned hall, which was located on the second
floor of the building directly opposite the preAbout this time several
sent Post Office.
families, members of the Evangelical Association, had moved to V\T aterloo from Illinois, and
the same fall the first church of this order in
Waterloo, consisting of about 10 members, was
organized by Mr. Harlacher. Preaching was
continued in Weaver's Hall for some time, but
later in the same year the place of meeting was
changed to Champlin's Hall on Fourth street,
about opposite to J. J. Knapp's drug store. In
this location, the religious meetings were held
for several years, during which period the
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church was strengthened by several revivals,
a goodly number being converted and added to
the church.
In the year 1870, while C. H. Egge had
charge of the society, a house of worship was
erected at the corner of Park avenue and Lafayette street in the same block with the new
Court House and in this the society still
worships.
Those who had charge of the church afterward were Revs. \Villiam Bucks, George Eckhard, H. Brower and E. J. Schultz.
Following Rev. Mr. Schultz caine William
Jonas, 1887-89; Jacob Knoche, 1889-90;
George Eckhardt, 1890-92; Ernest Schroeder,
1892-94; A. L. Hauser, 1894-96; John Abrams,
1896-1900; George Zellhoefer, 1900-04; August Goetz, present pastor. The membership
is I 10. The church is out of debt and in a
There is an average athealthy condition.
at the Sunday-school,
mo
tendance of about
of which H. Shoepple is the superintendent .
Cedar Falls German Evangelical ChurchWas organized in 1857. George Hieber, now
living in the city, owned a large double house
on Washington street between Sixth and SeYenth, in later years known as the Henderson
The up-stairs of this home Mr.
House.
Hieber gave to the early Evangelists to hold
their meetings in. In 1861 the society built
their first church, on the corner of Franklin and
Ninth streets, under the leadership of Rev. H.
Hintze, pastor at that time. This building with
two additions afterward added served the soc-iety until 1876. During the pastorate of Rev.
J. Berner, the present building on the corner of

Ninth and Clay streets was erected. F. vVeisbard and J. S. Sartori, honored members of
the church and still living in the city and atF.
tending this church, were the builders.
W eisbard also built the old church.
This charge included several families in the
country, some of whom now attend the Fairfield church six miles west of the city which was
built in 1872 through the efforts of Rev. J.
Nuhn. The membership at present is about 80
families or about 235 members.
The pastor·s who haYe sen·ecl the church
are: 1857, Jacob Schaefer; 1858, C. Pfeil;
1859-60, 1873-75, 1886-88, H. Kleinsorge;
1861-63, J. Keiper; 1864-65, 1875-78, J. Berner; 1865-67, 1871-73, J. Harlacher; 1867-69,
1889-92, E. J. Schultz; 1869-71, J. Nuhn;
1878-80, C. C. Pfund; 1880-83. M. Gruener;
1883-86, 1892-95, 0. Rall; 1895-96, E. Nolte;
1896-99, A. L. Hauser; 1899-1901, George
Knoche; 1901-04, A. Goetze; 1904," ReY.
George Zellhoefer. Rev. Mr. Zellhoder has
been in charge of the church since April r,
1904, corning here from Waterloo.
There is a good Sunday-school in connection with the church. J. S. Sartori has served
Rn.
as superintendent for over 2 5 years.
George Eckhard and Freel Martin are class
leaders and \Villiarn Meyers and \V. L. Sucher.
exhorters at the present time. The membership
is 165.
The present trustees of the church are J. S.
Sartori, \Villiarn Weisbard, Charles J. Wild,
William Meyers, \i\Tilliarn C. Nuhn, John
Bremer, J. C. Parman and vVilliarn Solto.
The Ladies' Aid and Missionary Society 111-
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eludes most of the ladies of the church and is
Yery active. l\Irs. George Belz is president.
Other German Evangelical Churches in the
Cowzty.-There are churches of this denomination in Dunkerton and La Porte City. The
present pastor of the church in the latter place
is Rev. Mr. Hamilton; the church edifice was
bought of the Adventists.
UNlVERSALIST CHURCHES.

1Vaterloo Universalist Churcli.-Universalist services were held in this city for the
first time in 1867, Rev. R. G. Hamilton then
located at Cedar Falls being in charge. These
meetings were kept up for about a year or
until Rev. Mr. Hamilton moved from Cedar
Falls to Clinton, Iowa.
These services were held at the instance of
a few families, prominent among whom were
those of A. T. Lane, H. W. Jenny, Vv. F.
Brown, \V. A. Cutler, J. C. Cropper, Wellington Russell, N. Doty, R. S. Leland, George
Leland and G. vV. Morgan; they organized the
original society.
After Rev. Mr. Hamilton left, there were
no regular services until 1873 but the society
was kept up, socials were held, Sunday-school
maintained and preaching services were had occasionally.
In 1873, Rev. J. J. Austin who had charge
of a large congregation in an Indiana city was
obliged by ill health to give up his charge and
seek health elsewhere. He came to Waterloo,
preached some and in 1874 organized the Universalist Society.
In the following year, a
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lot \\"as purchased on the corner of Fourth and
Mulberry streets. There was a house on the
lot and $1,500 was paid for the property. Prior
to this, \V. F. Brown, A. T. Lane and R. S.
Leland were elected trustees.
Services were
held in a building near the place where the Security Savings Bank now stands, and afterward
in the East Side Opera House.
In r889 a beautiful brick church was built
on the lot purchased by the society. Rev. L.
S. Porter was pastor at the time and he and his
wife, who was also a minister, were enthusiastic promoters of the enterprise. The trustees
at that time were F. E. Cutler, W. F. Brown,
and A. T. Lane, who was also treasurer. The
trustees had the hearty cooperation of the late
Judge J. D. Platt, R. S. Leland, George Leland,
F. C. Platt (at present judge of the District ·
Court), Mrs. A. T. Weatherwax, D.S. Johnston, D. M. Bailey and C. F. Brown. The
church was dedicated in 1889.
Previous to building the church, the society
was served in the early days by Rev. Hamilton
and, just previous to the erection of the church,
by Rev. James Gorton. The ministers since
that time have been Rev. L. F. Porter and Mrs.
Porter, Rev. B, F. Jones, Rev. J. M. Getchell,
Rev. A. R. Tillinghast, Rev. F. H. York and
the present pastor-Rev. Effie K. M. Jones,
who has been here but a few months but who
is very much liked and admired as a woman
of unusual brilliancy and power.
A Sunday-school has been maintained
since the permanent organization of the society.
The present superintendent is S. E. Fowler;
the assistant superintendent is Mrs. F. C. Platt.
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There is a Y. P. C. U. society in connection ,Yith
the church with Mrs. E. M. Vorhees, president.
The church is in a flourishing condition and
growing in membership.
Cedar Falls Universalist Church.-The
Universalists maintajned a pastor in Cedar
Falls for some years and early in the "eighties"
a small church was built by them on Main
street opposite the Carnegie-Dayton Library.
Services were discontinued about 15 years ag,)
and their church is now occupied by the Christian Scientists. ·
GERMAN BAPTIST BRETHREN CHURCHES.

The Brethren, otherwise known as Dunkard, Society, was first organized in Waterloo
in the summer of 1856, at the home of Martin
Beuchley. For a time, meetings were held in
private houses but later in Capwell's Hall at
the corner of Fifth and Commercial streets.
The membership was made up almost entirely
of people who came here from Somerset County, Pennsylvania. Some came as early as 1854
to look over the country. Elder Elias Beuchley, who did not at that time locate, yet gave
so favorable a report of the country that many
Somerset families were soon after numbered
among the settlers of Black Hawk township.
Martin Beuchley, cousin of the elder, was the
first to settle permanently in Waterloo, and the
first services were held at his house.
The preachers in the early days were John
Speicher, Joseph Ogg and Jesse Meyers. Additions to the colony were coming in rapidly
during the years succeeding 1856.
Among

the early families belonging to this church were
the Beuchleys, Lichtys, Millers, Fikes, Berkleys, Klingamans, Schrocks, Wellers, Saylors
and Mausts, most of whom early found their
way to Orange township, with many others
from the same county of Somerset, they soon
made this township one of the most beautiful
and productive in the State of Iowa.
Elder E. K. Beuchley above mentioned as
visiting here in 1854 moved from his home in
Somerset County, Pennsylvania tio Orange
township, which at that time had a number of
Brethren families. The elder became a leader
among them and services were held alternately
in the four school houses which at that time
were in the township.
In 1868, a large church was built near the
center of the township, 40 by 80 feet with
basement under the entire structure. It cost
$7,000, material and labor being high. The
ruling elder at that time was Jacob Hauger, the
same position being later held by E. K. Beuchley and Jacob Murray and at the present time
by A. P. Blough.
The church continued to grow in numbers
both through accessions by immigration and by
conversions. In 1873 another church was built
in Black Hawk township northwest of Hudson,
there being at that time about 300 members of
the church in this county. The church in Black
Hawk township was later moved to Hudson.
The first church of this denomination in
Waterloo was built in 1880 and was located at
the corner of West Seventh and South streets,
where the present church stands.
It was a
frame building without basement, about 30 by
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50 feet in size, and continued to be used for
religious services until its successor was completed and dedicated in the same spot, N ovem-'
ber 23, 1902. During the erection of the newer
edifice, the old church stood on the rear of the
same lot, to which it had been moved in order
to give place to the new. It was torn down
during 1903. The dedicatory sermons in the
new church were preached by D. R. Miller.
In the year 1881 there came into the church
a dissension over the mode of dress and the
form of church government, of which the older
members can only speak with sadness. It resulted in the withdrawal of about So members,
who organized what became known as the Progressive Brethren, who now have churches in
this city, at Enon, south of \i\Taterloo, and at
Hudson. At the time of the division there
was much bitterness of feeling, but time has
softened the asperities of that dissension and
those who were for a time estranged now live
in amity and neighborly affection.
The Brethren are a peaceful, thrifty and
hospitable people, none better.
Following is a list of the ministers of the
South \Vaterloo congregation of the German
Baptist Brethren or Dunkard Church from its
first organization to the present time (April,
1904): John Fillmore, Pennsylvania; John
Speicher, Pennsylvania; Joseph Ogg, Pennsylvania; Jesse Myers, Indiana; Elias K.
Beuchley, Pennsylvania; John Cross, Maryland; Jacob Hauger, Pennsylvania; Henry Gouchenour, S. M. Miller, . Pennsylvania; Jacob Murray, Pennsylvania; Abraham Hostetter, Pennsylvania; J. L. Beal,

Pennsylvania; S. H. Miller, Pennsylvania;
Tobias Musser, Pennsylvania; John Wise,
Pennsylvania; Benjamin Bueghly, Maryland;
Charles Asquith, England; Martin Beughly,
PennJohn M. Snyder,
Pennsylvania;
Pennsylvania;
Peifer,
R.
sylvania; L.
C. P. L.
Pennsylvania;
Adams,
A.
W.
Roberts, ?ennsylvania; William Ikenberry,
Indiana; W. H. Lichty, Pennsylvania; E. B.
Hoff, Ohio; Herschell Maust, Pennsylvania;
A. P. Blough, Pennsylvania; W. L. Ikenberry,
Iowa; N. J. Miller, Iowa; J. B. Speicher, Iowa;
J. H. Fike, Iowa; Jonas Lichty, Pennsylvania;
W. 0. Tannreuther, Ohio; E. C. Witter, Indiana; J. N. Shick, Pennsylvania; J. S. Zimmerman, Pennsylvania; I. C. Johnson, Pennsylvania; and Levi Shafer, Pennsylvania. The
total number of ministers identified with this
church was 37. Of this number 13 have died,
r 3 have gone elsewhere while r r still reside
within the limits of this congregation.
PROGRESSIVE BRETHREN CHURCHES.

Following the dissension in the German
Baptist Brethren Church in r88r in Orange
township elsewhere mentioned, the Progressive
Many of
Brethren Church was organized.
the influential members of the parent church
joined in this movement and formed the Pro~
gressive Brethren Church. Among these were
Samuel Cain, Silas Klingaman, J. P. Lichty,
John M. Lichty, Joseph Foryne, J. J. Miller
and others.
The new society held the church building,
under agreement, the same building described
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m the notice of the parent society anci
known as Enon Church. Rev. E. L. Hildebrand is the present pastor o f that church.
Many of the members having moved to Waterloo from time to time, meetings were held here
under the same management.
In 1891 a church was erected on the corner
of Fifth and South streets. It is a ~ubstantial
brick structure, well furnished and arranged
for all church purposes. There were 75 scholars in the Enon Sunday-school in 1881 when
the society was organized. The first superintendent of the Sunday-school in \i\Taterloo was
Frank McCartney. Daniel Puterbaugh is the
present superintendent. The number of scholars in the school is 70. The church membership at this time is 135.
Since the organization of the Progressive
Brethren in 1881, the following named gentlemen have filled the pastorate: Revs. S. H.
Bashor (three years), Henry Wise, S. J. Harrison, Ed Hildebrand, H. R. Holsinger, J. L.
Gillin, W. S. Bell and R. R. Teeter, the present
pastor.
There is a church of the Progressive Brethren in Hudson, of which Rev. E. L. Hildebrand
is pastor.
UNITED BRETHREN

CHURCH.

There is a church of this denomination m
Hudson. The pastor is Rev. S. S. Smick.
WATERLOO UNITED EVANGELICAL CHURCH.

A division in the German Evangelical
Church resulted in the organization of the

United Evangelical Church Society. There
were a few families of the dissensionists here
who petitioned the conference for the establishment of a mission in \i\Taterloo. This petition
was favorably considered by the conference
held at Floyd, Iowa, April I, 1899, and a mission was established.
Rev. T. M. Evans was sent here to take
charge of the mission following the adjournment of the conference. Services were held in
the Free Will Baptist Church, that congregation having been dispersed by local differences
and the members having united with other
churches. Services were held in this building
which stands at the corner of Lafayette street
and Park avenue, for 20 months.
The mission was established in the first clays
of April, 1899, Rev. T. M. Evans, pastor.
Among the prominent people in the organization were H. S. Brown, who died during the
past winter; his wife, Mrs. R. N. Brown : W. J.
Fautch and Mary A. Fautch, his wife; Anna
Myers, Isaac Moore and wife, and Theodore
Peck and wife. There were others, making a
total membership at date of organization of 20.
Rev. Mr. Evans was here four years and
was very successful in building up the society.
The women of the church, with the zeal characteristic of the sex, began active church work
without delay, and on the 29th day of April,
1899, organized the Woman's Missionary
Society.
A Sunday-school was organized at the first
mission services held, the pastor acting as superintendent. The school numbered 30 in 1900,
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ganize a church society of this kind in Waterloo,
but the requisite number of members and the
financial strength to support a church and minister were wanting. As far back as 1883-84,
a minister of the faith spent some months in
\Vaterloo devoting his time and attention to
that work. He was enthusiastic ally seconded
by the late John Thompson and his wife, now
living at Oelwein, and by others, but nothing
permanent came of it. He was a controversialist and sought space in the local papers with
the idea of promulgatin g his doctrine by such
means.
D., of Chicago.
built
was
There were others later, and there were a
In 1902, a very pretty parsonage
at a cost of $1,800. It is on the same lot with g oodly number of estimable people who held
to the doctrine, many of whom, devotedly rethe church.
The societies in the church work are the ligious, found refuge in other communion s,
Woman's Missionary Society, numbering 26; weary of waiting for regular services in their
Marian Band, 30; Young People's Missionary own.
But Waterloo grew, more Christians came
Society, 20; Keystone League of the Christian
42.
Society,
Endeavor, 20; Junior
and 1896 ushered in the happy day of church
April I, 1904, completed five years of th·2 organization , a regular pastor and regular serchurch's existence here. Rev. Mr. Evans was vices. The society prospered, making a fair
followed in his pastorate of four years by Rev. start under the pastorate of Rev. Frank Platt,
Jacob Auracher, who remained but one year. who organized the church and was its first
The present pastor is Rev. J. E. Stauffacher. an pastor. After Rev. Mr. Platt came Rev. G.
interesting and entertaining gentleman, whose A. Lochart, then Rev. Mr. Weimer, then Rev.
pastorate promises to be highly successful.
Joseph Shelby Roley, who came from Texas
and was in charge for a time.
WATERLOO CHRISTIAN CHURCH.
Rev. Lawrence vVright came and in 1900.
The Ch;·istian Church was organized 111 under his administrati on, a very neat church
1896 and meetings were held at first in the old was built on Grant avenue between Fourth and
Free 'Will Baptist Church, corner of Lafayette Fifth streets.
The present pastor is Rev. Edward \Vright.
street and Park avenue.
There had been seyeral efforts made to or- A Sunday-sch ool is maintained and all the

90 in 1901, 156 in 1902 and 170 in 1903. The
only other superintend ent the Sunday-sch ool
has had is T. D. Calkins.
While the religious interests of the church
were prospering under Divine guidance, the
material interests were being forwarded with
equal energy. A lot was purchased early in
1900, at the corner of Logan avenue and Dane
street, for which $2,600 was paid. During
that year, a church edifice of brick was erected
at a cost of $4,000, which was dedicated January 27, 1901 by Bishop R. Dubs, D. D., LL.
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auxiliary societies usual for promoting the good
of society are in active operation.
WATERLOO

UNITED

PRESBYTERIAN

CHURCH.

The United Presbyterian is the youngest of
the churches in \rVaterloo. From a very early
day down to 1902, there were always a few of
this very strict sect here, people of fine character and of the straightest walk in life. But
there were not enough of them to form a society. A few came year by year but there was
no growth in their numbers, because those who
came to-day found that those of yesterday had
made other church connections. Along in the
"eighties," there was a decided influx of United
Presbyterians to the city and slight efforts were
made to gather together enough of the faith to
organize a church, but very little observation
was needed to discover to the promoters that
those of their numbers who had strayed into
other folds were satisfied with their new relations and rather liked less restraint upon their
actions than was permissible in the old connection. After that some few held out for a time
and visited the Sunday services at the Barclay
U. P. Church; but they, too, followed one by
one into other communions.
About 1900, a number of influential families of the faith came and these were followed
by others almost immediately, and in 1902, on
ovember 9th, Rev. Fred Elliott being among
the arrivals, or coming at the suggestion of
others, services were held by him in the Y. M.

C. A. Building and were continued through the

winter.
In March, 1903, an organization was effected and articles of incorporation filed and a
board of trustees and elders was elected :
trustees-P. L. A. Ferguson and James Innes;
elders-James Gardiner, David \i\Tilson and
William Galloway.
A lot was purchased at the corner of Second
and \rVellington streets, and in May, 1903, a
tent was pitched on this ground and services
were thereafter held in it until the new church
was dedicated November r r, 1903. They have
a beautiful little church, a credit to the society
and to the business committee, which consisted
of the trustees and two additional membersWarren Glasgow and Mr. J aggar. The cost
of the church was $r r,ooo.
The membership of the church at the date
of organization was 24, which has increased to
40 at the present time. Rev. Fred Elliott is
pastor. They have the usual church societies
and Sunday-school. P. L. A. Ferguson was
the first superintendent, James Gardiner is the
present superintendent. The enrollment of
scholars is r ro:
CHURCH OF CHRIST (ADVENTISTS).

An Adventist Society at one time flourished
in La Porte City and built a church which was
finally sold to the German Evangelical Society.
In Raymond an Adventist Church was organized in 1873, of which Rev. J. W. Burroughs was pastor for some years.
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MISCELLANEOUS

CHURCH

ORGANIZATIONS

IN

WATERLOO.

The Divine Scientists or Truth Seekers.This society was organized in January, 1897.
It is a voluntary organization. There have
been as many as 50 members. There is no
stated speaker. They teach that if God is able
to take care of the soul, He is also able to take

care of the body. They meet once a week for
the study of the Bible. Mrs. Carrie D. Ross
and Mary J. Ellwood were the founders of the
society in this place.
There is also the Spiritualist Church, the
Christian Science and the Divine Healers. None
of these societies has a church building. The
Spiritualists are quite numerous and each of
these organizations maintains regular services.

CHAPTER. XIV
EDUCATIONAL
INFORMATION

GATHERED

FROM

THE

RECORDS-EDUCATIONAL

STAT I STICS-T H E

C ATHOLIC

SCHOOLS OF B LACK HAWK COUNTY-T HE IowA STATE N ORMAL S CHOOL.

The records of the county superintendent's
office afford but meagre information concerning the school work done in the earlier years
of Black Hawk County's existence. The oldest
book in the office contains only a record of certificates granted to teachers in the county
school and the first entry in the book bears
date of April 16, 1858. Truman Steed. the
first county superintendent, began his work in
that month and issued the first certificate to
C. J. Alton. The certificate was for one year
but it appears that recipient did not make use
of the license thus given him to engage in the
office of instruction, for opposite the entry
which records the granting of the certificate
is another entry in these words : ,"Diel not
teach." Others who received certificates in l\Ir.
Steed's superintendency were H. J. Harrison,
Maria Harrison, C. M. Sessions, D. S. Wright
and others whose names have becom,e well
known in the county in subsequent years. The
total number of certificates issued during the
first year of his incumbency was 85.
The first county teachers' institute ever helcl
in the county took place at Cedar Falls while

Mr. Steed was superintendent. It began October 8, 1860, and continued for six days and
was conducted by J . L. Enos of Cedar Rapids.
In November, 1861 , Mr. Steed was succeeded by M. H. Moore who held the office until January 1, 1864, when George Ordway assumed its duties. The subsequent occupants of
the office have been as follows:
J. C. Gates, January, 1866 to January,
1867; C. D. Gray, Febru~ry, 1867, to June of
the same year; Seymour Gookins, September,
1867 to January, 1870; A. Vv. Beeman, March
1, 1870, to May of the same year; Aclelia Gates,
June, 1870, to October, 20 of the same year;
A. H. Nye, October 26, 1870, to January 1,
1872; vV. H. Brinkerhoff, January 1, 1872, to
November 5, 1873; A. F. Townsend, November 8, 1873, to January r, 1876; James S.
George, January r, 1876, to Janu ary 1, 1880;
\V. M. Smith, January, 1880, to January. 1882;
Loren E. Churchill, January, 1882, to January,
1886; J. L. Bnechle, January, r886, to January, 1896; vV. Vv. Brittain, January, 1896,
to January, 1900; C. E. Moore, January, 1900,
to January, 1904; and Charles Elliott, the pres-
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ent incumbent who began his duties January
4, 1904.
The above list does not coincide exactly
with the record of the elections of county superintendents to be found in another place in
this history. The reason for this is the fact
that a number of those who have held the office
were appointed to fill vancancies caused either
by resignation or the failure of the one who had
been elected to qualify for the position. Those
thus appointed were C. D. Gray, A. W. Beeman and Adelia Gates. Capt. E. G. Miller,
elected to the superintendenc y in 1869, refused
to qualify for the reason that the conuty board
thought that $600 was too high a salary to be
paid a school superintendent and he could earn
more at other employment than the board was
willing to allow him. Adelia Gates, who was
appointed to fill out a part of the term for which
Captain Miller was elected, was very probably
the first woman to hold the office of county
superintenden t in Iowa. Indeed several years
after her occupancy of the office, it was decided
by an Iowa District Court that a woman was
not eligible to the superintendenc y as the la,,·
then stood. Immediately following thi? decision, the General Assembly amended the code,
making women eligible.
More interesting than the record of certificates issued, although much later in elate, is a
record of school visits of ,Yhich the first entry
was made December I I, 1872. \V. H. Brinkerhoff was the superintendent at that time and
his comments upon the schools which he visited are often amusing as well as interesting.
The quotations which follow are from his re-

cords, a few personal allusions in criticism of
teachers being eliminated for obvious reasons.
Of a visit to a school in District No. 1, in
Mount Vernon township, Mr. Brinkerhoff
writes: "A miserable, good for nothing school
house, under-pinning all dilapidated and wind
whistling in from many a crevice, while the
front door is partially gone. The house is destitute of any chair and the county superintendent was compelled to sit on the bench that had
been used as a place for the water bucket. This
was soon demolished and the superintendent
narrowly escaped a fall. The teacher isa splendid
teacher, well qualified and to a high degree possesses the quality, 'aptness to teach.' He also recites a little too much. The order is excellent."
Of another school house the superintendent
says: "This is a miserable, old, rickety, tumble-down house, a standing and burning shame
to Cedar township."
Some of the comments by the superintendent are commendatory of both the teacher and
the school buildings and indicate that there were
communities in Black Hawk County then as
well as now which took pride in maintaining
neat and well-painted school buildings, with
well-kept grounds surrounding them. The last
entry by Mr. Brinkerhoff is elated December 30,
1872. His term of office did not end until November, 1873, but he seemed to have wearied
of keeping his record, or else ceased his school
visitations. The record was renewed by his
successor, A. F. Townsend, who kept it up until June 30, 1874, and there the' record ceased.
No subsequent superintendent seems to have
thought it worth while to . keep any official re-
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cord of his visitations and the latter half of the
only book devoted to this purpose in the superintendent's office is entirely blank. It should
be stated, however, that most of the superintendents (possibly all of them) kept private records of their visits which aided them in the
performance of their duties but were not turned
over to their successors and are therefore not
now to be found in the files of the office.
EDUCATIONAL STATISTICS.

There are no statistics available concerning
the educational work in the earlier years of the
county's history. It is probable that the county
superintendents in these days made reports containing much the same sort of information that
is contained in the reports which superintendents are now required to make annually, but the
earliest of these that remains in the files of the
office is that of 1873. The reports for 1874,
1879, 1881 and 1882 are missing, but otherwise
the record is complete from 1873 to the present
time. In these 30 years there have been great
changes in the educational equipment and methods in Black Hawk County. The annual expenditures for school purposes have doubled
and there has been a corresponding increase in
in the amount of educational work clone. The
enrollment in the schools has increased from
5,682 in 1873 to 7.721 in 1903, while the average attedance in the same period has increased
from 3,499 to 5,388. It is an indication of
wholesome development that while the enrollment has increased less than 36 per cent the

average attendance is more than 53 per cent
greater. During the same period the number
of months of school taught has increased from
an average of 6.6 months each year to more
than eight months. The comparative amount
of school work performed may be ascertained
by multiplying the average attendance in these
years by the number of months taught. This
operation reveals the fact that the ratio of the
work now being clone when compared with that
of 30 years ago is as 11 to 6, or very nearly
double what it was in the earlier year.
One of the significant facts shown by the
report is the steady disappearance of male
teachers from the schools. In 1873 they numbered 76, there being at the time 207 women
teachers. In 1903 there were only 32 male
teachers to 33 1 women. In other words the
number of male teachers has diminished from
27 per cent of the total number employed to
less than 9 per cent.
There were nearly as many rural schools in
the county 30 years ago as there are now, the
number then being 135 as against 142 at the
present time; but there has been a great increase
in the number of rooms in the city schools.
These then numbered 35, while there are now
114 rooms in the graded schools of Cedar Falls,
Waterloo, La Porte City and Hudson. Much
of the increase has come during the last dozen
years in which there has been a very rapid
growth of population, especially in Waterloo.
Supt. A. F. Townsend, who was in office
from November, 1873, to January, 1876, accompanied his annual report for the year r 87 5
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with some interesting observations on the condition of school work in the county. Among
other things he said :
"In no other department of the expenditures
of the State is there so much waste as in the
payment of money to teachers unqualified to
do their work. It is impossible for a person to
teach what he does not know and only a comparative number can teach what they do know.
It is very unreasonable to suppose that a person
can properly fill the position of teacher with
no other preparation than a knowledge of the
branches taught. It is a very generally received opinion that a person must learn to teach
by experience. Experience is doubtless very
good for the teacher but to put a tyro in the
school room expecting him to learn how to teach
by practicing upon the children is a ruinous policy for the schools and a deplorable waste of the
people's money and the children's time. And
yet this is what Iowa is now doing. It is an
expensive system of instructing teachers and
one which the State cannot afford to pursue.
The great want of the educational interests of
Iowa to-day and that which the teachers and
parents are earnestly asking for, is that the
State shall furnish special schools in which those
who are to instruct the youth of the State shall
themselves be taught what to teach and how
to teach it."
The demand for normal school facilities,
thus voiced by the Black Hawk County superintendent. must have been prevalent among the
educators of the State for the very next annual
report (that for 1876 by Supt. James S.
George) notes that "The State Normal School
17
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located in this county is now in full operation
and Prof. J. C. Gilchrist with his able assistants is doing good work." The history of
this noble institution, which has developed into
the greatest school of its kind in the world, is
treated of in this chapter.
This brief and imperfect sketch of the public school system of Black Hawk County may
properly be supplemented with some figures
showing the amount of investment and annual
cost of maintaining the educational plant.
1873
Value of school buildings . . ........ $167,140
1,230
Value of apparatus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
130
.....
..
libraries..
in
No. of volumes
41,6go
..
.
Expenditures Teachers' Fund....
Expenditures School House Fund. . . 25,921
Expenditures Contingent Fund . . . . 18,38g
Total annual expenditure . . . . . . . . . . . 86,001

1903
$390,36o

BLACK

HAWK

THE

CATHOLIC

SCHOOLS

OF

10,317
5,615
97,476
48,834
43,982
188,962

COUNTY

Are as follows: Immaculate Conception, Gilbertsville, which was established in 1892. Four
sisters constitute the teaching force, while the
pupils number 160. Rev. John Nemmers is
pastor. St. Patrick's, Cedar Falls, was estab,lished in 1884 by Father McCabe, then pastor.
There are five sisters as instructors and 95 pupils. St. Mary's, Waterloo, was established in
1884. There are three sisters and 95 pupils.
Rev. H. J. Hemesath is pastor. Our Lady of
Victory, Waterloo, was established in 1872 by
Rev. Nicholas F. Scallon, then pastor. Seven
sisters are in charge of the 230 pupils.
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THE low A STATE NORMAL SCHOOL.

'

On a beautifully located tract of land, situated two miles northwest from Cedar Falls, a
grateful State erected, in 1869, a commodious
three-story, brick building, to be used and
known as the Iowa Soldiers' Orphans' Home.
Here for seven years, this noble charity was successfully conducted; but by the close of the year
1875 so many of the children orphaned by the
war had reached the age of self-support as to
render doubtful the continuance of the Home.
The more progressive citizens of the town noted the waning commercial importance of the
institution and fell in readily with a proposition
to allow the few remaining orphans to be removed to a like institution at Davenport, and to
ask the State to convert the building into a
teachers' training school. There was a strong
~onservative element, however, the "Standpatters" of the community, who strenuously
opposed the proposition and seriously embarrassed the friends of the movement in their efforts.
It was fortunate for the enterprise that
Black Hawk County was represented in the
Fifteenth General Assembly by such men as
E. G. Miller in the Senate, and H. C. Hemenway and Harlan P. Homer in the House. It
was Senator Miller who first conceived the
idea of the conversion of the Home into a
normal school. From personal observation of
the benign results accomplished by the State
Normal School at Platteville, for the cause of
public instruction in the neighboring State of
,visconsin, he was thoroughly convinced of the

need of such an institution as a part of the Iowa
school system. His hand framed the bill ereating and locating the school. It was presented
by him in the Senate where it was readily passed
by a vote of 26 to 14. In the House, it met with
stubborn opposition, and its final passage was
in a great measure due to the tireless industry
and skillful parliamentary tactics of Mr. Hemenway, the Representative in the General A.ssembly from Cedar Falls.
The first board of trustees was appointed by
Governor Kirkwood as follows: For the term
of six years-Hon. H. C. Hemenway, of Cedar Falls, and Hon. E. H. Thayer, of Clinton;
for the term of four years-Hon. S. G. Smith.
of Newton, and Hon. G. S. Robinson, of Storm
Lake; for the term of two years-Hon. L. D.
Lewelling, of Salem, and Hon. William Pattee,
of Janesville. Mr. Pattee, soon after his appointment, resigned his directorship, to assume at
the call of his compeers, who recognized his
special fitness for the place, the office of steward
of the institution. In the capacity of members
of the board, it was the privilege of the remaining five of these gentlemen to give many
years of invaluable service to the school.
The first meeting of the board was held at
Cedar Falls, June 7, 1876. It was organized
by the fitting election of Mr. Hemenway as its
permanent president. P rof. James C. Gilchrist
was chosen to the office of principal. He was a
versatile scholar, a profound thinker ancl an
able executive. In addition to these accomplishments, he was experienced in practically
eyery direction of educational \\·ork. He had
served as teacher in the rural schools. as count::,r
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superintendent, as principal of a State Normal
School in Pennsylvania and of another in \Vest
Virginia, as principal of a private academy, as
superintendent of city schools, and as institute
conductor. He entered at once upon the duties
of the office to \Yhich the board had called him.
A second meeting of the board was held
July 12, at which time the faculty was completed as follows: James C. Gilchrist, professor of
metaphysics and didactics; M. W. Bartlett,
professor of ancient languages and natural science; D. S. Wright, professor of mathematics
and English literature; Miss Frances L. Webster, professor of geography and history; and
E. vV. Burnham, professor of music.
Professor Bartlett was already a veteran instructor. Behind him were 22 years of successful experience in the school room, in such capacities as academy principal, college professor
and college president. It was his privilege to
serve the school for 28 years, at the end of
which period he retired with dignity and honor,
in June, 1904, from the business of teaching.
Professor Wright resigned the presidency of
Whittier College, at the call of the board , and
has served the school during the 28 years of its
history. Miss Webster was a recent graduate
of the State Normal School at Potsdam, Ne,Y
York. She brought to the school the then best
and latest methods of instruction as she had
learned them at her alma mater.
On the evening of the 14th of September,
1876, the institution was formally opened at
the Methodist Episcopal ·Church at Cedar Falls.
The chief feature of the occasion was the inaugural address of Principal Gilchrist in which
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he, in a masterly way, outlined the scope and
mission of the Normal School.
The first scholastic year began ·w ednesda y,
September 6, I 876, with an em ollment of 27
students. This number grew to 88 during the
first term, and to 135 during the year. The .
first annual catalogue showed that 34 counties
had been represented, beside a number of ~nrollments from other States. Many difficulties
hampered the work of the institution during
these earliest months of its history. The stinted
appropriations of the Legislature were inadequate to the needs. The school was practically
without a library and without apparatus. The
recitation rooms made from the dormitories
of the Orphans' Home, were long, narrow and
badly ventilated. The building was a boarding house as well as a school and the control of
each complicated the management of the other.
Under such embarrassments, the experimentai
stage of normal instruction in Iowa was passed.
The . original curriculum instituted by the
board of directors consisted of three courses
of study: A two years elementary course, a
three years didactic course, and a four years
scientific course. At the encl of the sixth year
of the school, the first of these was discontinued,
lea\'ing only the two latter courses to the option
of the student.
Previous to the graduation of cl3:sses, an
annual examination was held under the auspices of the State, the examining board consi sting of the Superintendent of Public Instruction; the president of the State Teachers' Association, the principal of the Normal School;
and two county superintendents-one chosen

..

,
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by the Superintendent of Public Instruction, the
other by the president of the Board of Directors. These annual State examinations were
discontinued ~n 1888.
In 1878 S. Laura Ensign was elected to fill
the vacancy occasioned by the resignation of
Miss Webster. At the same time the department of drawing and accounts was established,
and Prof. W. N. Hull, principal of Hull's
Academy at Youngstown, Ohio, was chosen to
the new position. In 1880 Anna E. McGovern
was added to the school as assistant in methods.
In 1884 Maude Gilchrist, a daughter of the
principal, a graduate of the Normal School and
of Wellesley College was selected as teacher
of natural science.
In the Sixteenth General Assembly, the
bill to provide for the maintenance of the
school met with opposition determined and bitter. A motion in the House to strike out the
enacting clause was defeated by the narrowest
margin. The bill was finally passed after being amended so as cut down the entire appropriations for the support of the. school to the
paltry sum of $13,500. Thus, still handicapped from lack of funds, the institution entered upon its second biennial period.
By 1880, the growth of the institution, its
reputation at home and abroad, the success of
its graduates and of pupils not graduates who
had enjoyed its advantages, brought it safely
out of the experimental stage, and gave it high
rank among the educational agencies of the
commonwealth. Legislative support was no
longer in doubt, but was given as freely as to
the other State institutions. In 1882 the school

had so far outgrown its accommodations
that the erection of an additional building had become an imperative necessity. For
this purpose, the sum of $30,000 was appropriated by the Legislature, which amount was in.
creased to $40,000 by private subscriptions of
the citizens of Cedar Falls. The new building
was christened South Hall, and the term North
Hall was given to designate the old structure.
Under the auspices of the Masonic fraternity,
the corner-stone of South Hall was laid August
29, 1882. At these exercises, addresses were
given by Rev. A. L. Frisbie of Des Moines and
Hon. Buren R. Sherman, Governor of the
State.
The building was formerly dedicated on the
8th of June, 1883. The address of presentation ·was made by Hon. E. H. Thayer, president of the board; the address of acceptance, by
Governor Buren R. Sherman; the prayer of
dedication, by Rev. Frank Paxton, of Cedar
Falls. Brief addresses were made by Hon.
Delos Arnold, Hon. G. S. Robinson, Hon. H.
C. Hemenway and Hon. C. A. Bishop.
At the close of the 10th year, important
changes were made in the faculty. Professor
Gilchrist retired from the principalship and
upon the board of directors devolved the duty
of choosing his successor. They determined'
that the selection, when made, must be of an
Iowa school man-one whose success and experience, whose knowledge of schools and
school needs, whose sympathy with the educational system of the State, should justify their
choice. The candidates for the vacant place
were many and strong. From the wealth of
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material at command, they chose Supt. Homer
H. Seerley of the Oskaloosa public schools.
The principal-elect had completed both the
philosophical and the cliaclactic courses of the
State University of Iowa. Immediately after
graduation, he was elected assistant principal
of the Oskaloosa High School. Such was his
success, that at the encl of the first year ( 187475) he was promoted to the place of principal,
and a year later to the superintendency of the
city schools. During the 11 years of his incumbency of this office, he won a nation-wide reputation as a teacher and executive. He served
the State Teachers' Association as a member
of its executive committee from 1880 to 1883,
as its president in 1884, and as its delegate to
the National Educational Association in 1886.
His election to the principalship of the Iowa
. State Normal School came to him entirely unsought and unanticipated. After two weeks
of hesitation between the old field and the new,
he accepted the call of the State institution and
entered at once upon the discharge of the duties of the responsible office. Under his able
administration, many and important changes
were inaugurated, in all of which he had the
cordial support and cooperation of his associates
in the faculty. The school was placed in closer
sympathy with other educational agencies of
the State. The per cents of county superintendents were for the first time honored in the matriculation of students. A special course of
study was provided for the accommodation of
graduates of approved high schools. in which
grades from such schools were duly honored.
This proved a popular feature and brought a

superior class of students to the institution.
The curriculum was revised to adapt it to th~
requirements of the law as to State certificates
and diplomas. The system of farcical examinations by the State Examining Board was dis'carded, and an arrangement was effected
whereby at stated intervals examinations were
conducted in the Normal School buildings by
the State Examining Board for the benefit o·f
candidates for graduation. In the assignment
of work to teachers and professors closer specialization was followed, while within the line
of his specialty the widest liberty was accorded
each instructor whose individuality was thus
respected, and he was held personally responsible to his patrons for his success or failure.
By act of the Twenty-first General Assembly, the Superintendent of Public Instruction
was made a member, and ex-officio president
of the Board of Directors of the Iowa State
Normal School, thus affiliating it more closely
with the public school system and with the other
educational institutions of the commonwealth.
The ·beneficial results of this law have been incalculable.
Under the new regi111e, the school grew
steadily and rapidly in numbers and in importance. The duties of the head of the school became so various and enlarged that the title of
"Principal" became inadequate, and that of
"President" was substituted. All the room in
both the buildings became necessary for school
purposes and the boarding house and dormitory
features of institution was in consequence eliminated. But the additional room thu~ secured
was again soon overcrowded. It ,,,as· an easy
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matter to convmce the Twenty-fifth General
Assenibly of the absolute necessity of an additional building, and an appropriation of $30,000 to this end was accordingly and cheerfully
made. This structure, Central Hall, was duly
completed and first occupied in January, 1896.
The crowd of students continued to come
in increasing numbers. By the year 1900, another building had again become an imperative
necessity. The Normal School was no longer
in any sense an experiment. The Legislature,
recognizing the value and the need of the school
had now become generous, and the Twentyeighth General Assembly appropriated $100,000
to erect a suitable building adequate to the presont and future growth of the institution.
The corner-stone of the Auditorium Building was laid November 13, 1900, by the board
of trustees. The historical address on this occasion was given by Prof. D. S. Wright, and
the corner-stone address by A. Cato Kaye, of
Oskaloos~. The structure completed stands
the largest and finest single school building in
the State, and one of the largest in the West.
It has a frontage of 229 feet, and a depth in the
center of 146 feet. The auditorium occupying
the west wing is an elegantly finished room and
has a seating capacity of 1,600 people. The
boys' gymnasium occupies the basement floor
underneath the auditorium. In addition to
the auditorium and gymnasium, the building
contains 50 class rooms and six large society
halls. It is connected by means of corridors
both with Central Hall and South Hall.
In the presence of the General Assembly
and State officials of Iowa. the building was for-

mally dedicated with impressiye ceremonies,
on the 30th of January, 1902. _\fter the distinguished visitors had been duly received and
banqueted, the following program of dedicatory exercises was carried out.
Music, Normal Orchestra.
Invocation, Prof. A. C. Page.
Music, Cecilian Glee Club.
Introductory Address, Pres·ident Seerley.
Dedicatory Address, Governor A. B. Cummms.
Dedicatory Prayer, Prof. D. S. Wright.
Music, Normal Choir.
Congratulatory Addresses, by Legislative Visitors.
Music, Choral Society and Orchestra.
Benediction, Prof. 'vV. W. Gist.

It had long been a mooted question whether
it should be the policy of the State to maintain one great central normal school, or to establish a number of smaller training schools in
different localities. The erection by the State
of this great temple of learning appears to
have been the determining factor in fa ,·or
of the former policy.
i\Ieasures toward
the establishment of additional normal
schools met with little favor at the
hands of the Twenty-sixth General Assembly ( 1902) ; while on the other hand a bill was
passed providing for the levy of a tenth of a
mill tax for a period of six years to raise revenues to be employed in the erection and equipment of additional buildings for the school at
Cedar Falls. In accordance with its provisions
a large gymnasium and a building to be known
as Science Hall are in process of erection. The
former when completed, will rival in size, and.
exteriorly, in elegance the Auditorium Builclmg. These are to be followed immediately by
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other structures for the use of the institution.
The plant when completed will be the greatest
and most complete of its kind in the United
States, if not in the world.
From a small beginning, gradually, the
school has grown to its present high rank
among the educational institutions of the State
and Nation. The first annual catalogue, issued
in 1877, shows a total enrollment of 155 students, with 34 Iowa counties represented, and
a class of four graduates from the elementary
course. The last catalogue, issued in 1904,
shows a total enrollment of 2,088 students, 153
graduates, and every county in the State represented. Ten distinct departments are now
manned, sustained and equipped as follows:
professional, English, mathematical, science,
Latin, German, history and political science,
art, music and Physical training.
During the year 1890, military drill as a
voluntary exercise was conducted by Prof. Albert Loughridge, who served the school in this
capacity without remuneration. In 1891, the
"Department of Military Science and Tactics"
was established and placed under the efficient
management of Lieut. \Villiam A. Dinwiddie,
U. S. A. The work of the department was
made compulsory upon every able-bodied male
student as a part of the course of instruction.
This department, owing to the growing importance of the systematic physical training ,,·ork
of the school, was discontinued in 1903.
The alumni of the school has grown to
nearly 1,600 members. They are in evidence
in every quarter of the State, and are an actiYe
and potent influence in the shaping of the eclu-
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cational policies of the commonwealth. Jhey
are a body loyal to their alma mater ~nd to the
path of service they have chosen to pursue.
Their sucLeS~ is the institution's best advertisement.
Tuesday. of commencement week is
known as "A1unmi Day"-a day of meetings,
formal and informal, of reunion, feasting and
reJ01cmg. An informal reunion is also held
by the alumni, annually in Des Moines, in
connection with the meeting of the State
Teachel's' Association.
The moral and religious spirit and tone of
the school have always been remarkable. Since
the first Sunday evening of the first term of
the institution, voluntary semi-weekly prayer
meetings have been sustained by the students,
practically without an interim. In 1889, a
Young Men's Christian AssociatioD ~vas organized by the young men of the school; and
soon after, a Young Women's Christian Association by the young ladies. Both of these
ha,ie continuously prospered since their organization. The Normal Y. 'vV. C. A. is claimed to
have the largest enrollment of any college organization of its kind in the United States. It
sustains a general secretary, whose support is
provided by the voluntary contributions of its
members. The most notable and important
feature of the life of these societies is the "Bible study" work. This was organized, at the
request of the membership, by Professor Loughridge in 1887. Under his ,Yise direction it
grew until it became known as the large.st
Bible-study class in the world. This prestige
it still retains under the able management of
Prof. I. C. Condit.

\
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The spirit of the student body has always
been excellent. "Class scraps," hazing, and
like students' escapades are practically unknown. The literary tone of the school is high.
Nine literary societies are sustained by students
though under faculty supervision: The Philomathean, the Aristotelian, and the Orio, composed of young men; the Alpha, the Shakesperian, the Cliosophic, the N eotrophian, the
Zetalethian, the Ossoli, and the Chrestomathean, composed of young women. Under the
auspices of these societies, the Normal School
participates in an Interstate oratorical contest,
and in an annual debate with the Iowa State
Agricultural College at Ames. These societies
also maintain a lecture course which has
brought from time to time to the institution
the best oratorical and musical talent upon the
American platform.
In a brief review like this, many important
and interesting features must of necessity be
omitted, or given only a passing notice. Among
these may be named :
Such great occasions 111 the annals of the
school as the memorial service held in honor
of Principal Gilchrist soon after his decease,
the quarter-century celebration held as a part
of the June commencement in 1901, and the
celebration recently held in honor of Professor
Bartlett's completion of 50 years of educational
service.
The library with its collection of more than
12 ,ooo thorough! y classified and carefully selected volumes.
/

The N orinal Byte, a weekly school periodical, conducted by students, and a faithful reflex of the life and work of the school.
The Athletic Association, which affords to
patrons of the school all the opportunities for
drill and discipline in feats of skill and strength,
recreations, games and pastimes, found in other
institutions of learning.
The Training school, which in the hands of
Supt. W. H. Bender has attained a high degree of success. It admirably serves a double
purpose, providing school privileges for the
latge number of children whose homes are near
the Normal School grounds, and affording opportunity to student-teachers for real experience in teaching under the eye of expert supervisors charged with the duty of correcting their
errors and determining their power to instruct
and discipline.
Last but not least, the Summer Scho?1. Organized in 1896, it has ever had a liberal and
increasing patronage. Superintendents, principals, high school and grade teachers, annually
avail themselves of its privileges to keep themselves in line with educational progress. No
pains nor expense is spared in providing for
its patrons whatever is latest and best in the
way of entertainments, class-room instruction
or individual direction. More than a thousand
teachers were in attendance at the last summer
session, making it by far the largest school of
its kind in the State, and proving its popularity
as an educational institution.

CHA PTER XV
THE PR.ESS
NEWSPAPER S OF CEDAR FALLS, WATERLOO , LAPORTE CITY AND HUDSON.

Cedar Falls Banner.
It was in 1854, when the village was yet
the county seat, that the Cedar Falls Banner
was deemed a necessity to advertise the advantages of the place. Accordingly, ·W illiam H.
McClure and Dr. Meredith purchased at Tipton a six-column hand press and the necessary
outfit of materials, both having seen hard service, but capable of more, and on the r rth of
July the first number of the Cedar Falls Banner
was issued. A. F. Brown was the editor, and
Samuel C. Dunn and Joseph Farley, printers.
The sheet was a six-column folio, "independen t
of all things." In October following, Dr. Meredith sold his share to S. H. Packard, Esq., who
assumed the editorial duties. McClure & Packard afterward sold to Hill & Ball. who were
succeeded by \ i\Tilliam H. Hartman, in 1857 or
1858, who soon after moved the material to
Waterloo, and began the publication of the

Wat erloo Courier.
The Ba1111a had a circulation of about 600
copies, being sent to every State in the Union,
and one or two to China. It was a most useful little paper. and was of decided assistance

in calling attention to the material advantages
of Iowa as a home for immigrants and in attracting settlers hither. A file of the Banner
was kept, and was introduced in evidence in a
case being tried at Waterloo some years ago.
Its owner, who prized it highly, not finding it
convenient to take the bulky package home
with him, left it in the clerk's office for a more
convenient occasion. The clerk conscientiously
used up the entire file for kindling fires, very
much to the regret of all the early settlers.
The Valley City was then for two years or
more without a paper. The citizens were
presented with the

Cedar Falls Gazette
For the first time on Friday, March 16, 1860,
by Henry A. and George D. Perkins, publishers
and editors. In the "salutatory, " the editors
say: "we come with a strong determinati on to
work with a will for your interests, to leave no
honorable means untried to enhance your prosperity. promote your interests, and give publicity to the many natural and artificial advantages with which this point is favored." The
politics of the new paper was defined to be in
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accord with the Republican platform of 1856.
The paper was a folio sheet, seven columns to
the page. Four years afterward it was enlarged
one column to the page.
During the war
George D. Perkins, the younger brother, enlisted in the volunteer service, but was discharged for disability after a year's service.
In 1865 Henry A. Perkins was appointed
postmaster at Cedar Falls.
On July 13
of the follo,Ying year the brothers sold the
paper and material to Rev. S. B. Goodenow,
who had just withdra,Yn from the /11dcpe1ldc1lcc
Guardian. This gentleman retained control
until March 22, 1867, when he disposed of the
property to C. \V. Snyder, of Clinton. and A.
C. Holt, of Cedar Falls. Mr. Holt remained
with the paper until the summer of 1868, when
he disposed of his interests to E. A. Snyder.
Early in 1869 the Snyder brothers sold to
George K. Shaw and L. D. Tracy. In two short
weeks the partners disagreed, and the firm was
dissolved, C. vV. Snyder buying out Shaw, who
took possession of the Grundy County Atlas.
For two or three weeks the Atlas and Gazette
were fairly sulphurous with epithets, the doughty Shaw, among other things, challenging Rev.
Mr. Tracy to fight a duel with him. The latter
gentleman retired April 15, 1869, when E. A.
Snyder again stepped into his old place. The
Snyder brothers continued its ownership until
1877, when Mr. Merchant purchas·ed of them a
one-third interest. The
N ortlm est Democrat
1

\Vas established by a stock company at Cedar
Falls, and the first number issued in _Tune,

1862. Its first editor was a ,rnrm partisan, and
his management drew down on the sheet the
ire of the Republican portion of the community
to the extent of threatening to suppress the paper. Early in 1863, the owners of the paper
decided to conclude its brief life until the kindly
touches of time should allay the bitter feelings
then existing. The
Cedar Falls Recorder

\Vas begun in October, 1872, by S. G. Sherburne. It was a good sized quarto sheet, Democratic in politics. Mr. Sherburne remained as
proprietor until February, 1874, when he sold
out to H. C. Shaver, who had been foreman
of the office. In NoYember, 1875, Mr. Shaver
sold to L. Hawkins, who converted it into a
semi-religious paper; but finding the experiment a hazardous one he disposed of the property, six weeks afterward, to J. B. Abbott &
Company, who made it a Republican paper.
It soon passed back to H. C. Shaver, who
changed its politics to its original attitude. In
May, 1877, Isaiah Van Metre purchased a half
interest and assumed editorial control.
It
was latterly an eight-column folio, all printed at
home, and had a large circulation among the
Democracy.
Two other journals have been published in
Cedar Falls-the Record, By A. C. Holt, in
1866, and the Real Estate Journal, by T. L.
French & Company, two or three years later;
both were advertising papers. In 1878, J. W.
Merrill purchased Mr. Shaver's interest in the
paper and later bought out Mr. Van Metre.
Mr. Merrill ran the paper for some months and
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sold out to E. _\. Snyder, of the Ga2ette, which
paper thus absorbed the Recorder.

Cedar Falls Journal.
This paper was started in August, 1883,
by T. W. Bishop, and was sold in August,
1885, to Hand & Boehmler. In January, 1886,
they sold the subscription list to t he Gazette
publishers, and the office material was removed
to Wisconsin. It was a seven-column quarto,
Republican in politics.
NEWSPAPERS OF

VI ATERLOO.

I o·wa State Register and Waterloo Herald.
This, the first newspaper published in Waterloo, begun its life in December, 1855, William
Haddock being editor and proprietor. It was
discontinued in 1859 and the material taken to
Waverly. Haddock was a man of some property and considerable editorial ability.

Waterloo C ouricr.
W. H. Hartman, who had bought the Cedar Falls Emmer and had associated George
D. Ingersoll with him in the publication of the
paper, found that to,,·n slow in coming forward
with the requisite support to keep the souls and
bodies of the proprietors of the plant in healthy
running condition. .~II authorities agree that
the two gentlemen had thin picking and little
of it. It has always been a query in the minds
of some, whether it was this fact or some other
which led them to move the paper to Waterloo,
" ·hich they did in December of that year, though
the first issue of the C Ollricr was January I.

1859. The poor support may have answered as
an excuse for changing to this place. But it
is not easy to overlook the fact that the county
seat had slipped away from Cedar Falls and
found permanent quarters in Waterloo. The
advantages of a county seat to a town having
it, over one of equal importance otherwise, is of
a decided character, and to no other interest
more than to a newspaper interest. No man
was more alive to this fact than was W. H.
Hartman. At that time the county seat was
of much greater importance to a town than it
is to-day. Besides this, Waterloo was getting
ahead, with equal natural advantages, a more
central position and the county seat, and Mr.
Hartman's keen eye for business grasped the
situation and took adYantage of it.
It is not the intention to say much about
the Courier. It has been running continuously
for over 44 years in ·waterloo. For the past 13
years it has been issued as a daily and semiweekly newspaper. Nothing is more prominent
to one glancing over the files of the paper than
the constant effort of the publishers to keep
abreast of the times. In the issues of the early
clays, this characteristic is as marked as in any
of the issues of the paper under the younger
management of late years. These later years
are familiar to all as years of continuous
progression ,Yith the Courier; it bas always
been at the front.
During just four months of the year 1872,
Mr. Hartman was not connected with the paper. J. W. Logan was associated with him
from 1865 to 1870. He sold out to M. C.
Woodruff and Charles Aldrich. They ran it
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four months and Hartman bought Aldrich out
and it was Woodruff & Hartman. Then Andy
Felt bought Woodruff's interest and the firm
was Felt & Hartman. That did not last very
long, when again the paper came under Mr.
Hartman's sole control until his death in 1895,
although a stock company had been formed in
1891.
One after another these several parties grew
weary of the burden and the cares and fell out
of the company. W. H. Hartman stayed by
the guns until the victory was won; and was
theFe when the summons called him to rest and
reward.
Since 1895, the management of the Courier
has been in the competent hands of J. C. Hartman, son of the founder of the paper and principal stockholder, ably assisted by Edward Mesick, one of the heaviest stockholders. Mr. Mesick started as the Courier's office boy in 1862
and grew up with the paper. He was for years
the trusted empl?yee of the elder Hartman,
true as steel. careful in business and blameless
in life. He is a pillar of strength to the institution. The

Iowa State Reporter
Was started May 13, 1868, by H. Q. Nicholson, and was then almost the only paper in the
State issued in quarto form. It was started
as a Democratic paper, although Black Hawk
County was one of the strong Republican counties of the State, givii:ig only 841 Democratic
votes out of 3,421 cast at the election of that
year. But the paper was neatly printed and
ably edited. and its publishers soon worked up

a list of about 1 ,ooo subscribers, and a handsome ad,·ertising patronage. In November,
1868, Mr. Nicholson ,yas called East by the
serious illness of his father, and during his absence the paper was continued by the boys in the
office so long as there was any coal piles in the
neighborhood and the paper dealers had faith
enough to send on white paper. \1/hen these
two supplies were cut off, the paper had to stop,
but the boys were full of grit to the encl, and
in their last number let themselves clown with
the following explanation:
"Owing to the rapidly increasing business
which an appreciating community is bestowing
upon us, we find it necessary to remove our material and machinery to more capacious quarters. Therefore, we shall be compelled, however
reluctantly, to suspend the publication of the
Reporter for a few weeks, as our machinery
is so heavy and extensive that the change cannot be affected without incurring the above suspension."
But the suspension was a permanent one,
so far as Mr. Nicholson was concerned. His
father died December 20, 1868, which made it
impossible for him to return and resume its
publication. February 11, 1869, the material
and subscription list were purchased by Smart
& Parrott. At that time the office was in a
building on Fourth street, and was too small
and inconvenient for printing-office purposes.
The new proprietors secured a lease of the rear
rooms in the second story of the Union Hall
Block, but did not begin the publication of the
Reporter again until the office was moved to
the new location, which was in April. and on

.
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the 14th of that month the Reporter again appeared, but as a Republican paper.
On the 31st of May, 1871, the paper was
enlarged to a six-column quarto, and other improvements made, and at that time it was the
largest newspaper in the county. The next era
in the life of the Reporter was when the estab-\
lishment was moved ( October I?, I 872) from
the Union Hall Block into the building specially
erected for its occupancy on Sycamore street.
On June 18, 1873, a change was made in
the firm, James L. Girton becoming a partner,
and the firm name was changed to Smart, Parrott & Company. On March 17, 1875, J. J.
Smart sold out his interest to J. P. Sherman,
and the firm name was changed to Parrott.
Girton & Sherman. The last named withdrew
March 17, 1879, and February 21, 1884, the
firm of Parrott & Girton was succeeded by that
of Matt. Parrott & Sons, under whose name the
Reporter is now issued.
.

Der Deutsch Amerikaner.
The first number of this paper was issued
August 29, 1872, one side English and the
other German. It was published by a company
and edited by A. Schill. On the 1st of January,
1873, Martin Elim became proprietor and editor, and, on the 21st of February following,
discontinued the English part of his paper.
making it exclusively German. Mr. Elim went
to Germany for his health in October, 1882, and
died in November. The following March,
Jacob G. Schmidt purchased the paper of Mrs.
Elim, and October IO, 1903, he sold it to Arthur G. Horn, the present editor and proprietor.

The Waterloo Tribime
Was established September I 1, 1879, by Van
Metre & Wilson. Its politics was Democratic
from the start. At first an eight-column folio,
it was changed to a seven-column quarto in February, 1882. Later it was made a semi-weekly,
half the paper appearing on Tuesday and half
on Friday of each week. This arrangement
was discontinued January 1, 1885. December
I, 1884, L. H. Edwards purchased the Tribune~
which he published until October, 1885, being
in the meantime appointe1 posttpaster at V./aterloo. He sold at the time mentioned to Isaiah
Van Metre. Mr. Van Metre published the Tribune until May, 1901, when he sold to the
Times Publishing Company, a .stock company,
which consolidated under . the name of The
The
Times-Tribune Publishing Company.
Times was started by - - Corwin in 1897, who
sold to Jacob G. Schmidt, or to the stock company which he organized. The consolidation of
the two papers was a wise move for all concerned. It insured one financially strong Democratic paper instead of two dividing the patronage. The Tribune was a gold standard paper,
one of the first papers in the State of whatever
politics to advocate the single gold standard. It
supported the Palmer Democratic ticket in the
presidential election of 1896; but in 1900 supported Bryan on the issue of imperialism. The
Times was a free silver "16 to 1" paper. It
was a newsy and readable local paper under
the management of Mr. Corwin. The TimesTribune, born of the two, clue to the energetic
manager, Jacob G. Schmidt, and the talented
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and enterprising local and political editor,
Claude Bennett, is making a fine record and
some money. It is published twice a week.

tinued until it was combined with the Progress,
to form the

La Porte City Progress-Review.
NEWSPAPERS OF LA PORTE CITY AND HUDSON.

La Porte City Republican.
This pioneer paper first appeared 111 July,
1852, W. H. Brinkerhoff being its editor and
publisher. After struggling against fate for I I
long, weary months, the Republican succumbed
to the inevitable, and suspended for want of
adequate support. The

La Porte City Progress
Was established November 30, 1870, by Dr.
Jesse Wasson. It was at that time a sevencolumn folio. In February, 1872, the paper
was enlarged to eight columns. The firm became J. Wasson & Son in 1879. January 1,
1886, the paper was made a six-column quarto.
A few years ago, it \Yas combined with the
Review, the ne\\· publication still in the field
being known as the Progress-Review The
Progress was Democratic in politics. The

La Porte City Review
Was established June IO, 1879, by V./. E.
Throne and S. A. \Vagoner, being Republican
in politics. After several changes, the firm became S. A. \Vagoner & Company and so con-

This paper, Republican in politics, edited
and published by H. B. Lizer, formed by a combination of the old Progress established by Dr.
Jesse vVasson, and the Review, set up in opposition, is an excellent newspaper, well edited
and well patronized. The

La Porte City Press,
The other paper of the town, was started by
the Chapples and run by them, father and sons,
until some six or seven years ago, when it was
purchased by H. G. Adams, ,,·ho continues to
run it in up-to-elate shape. It is Republican of
the free lance character and cuts both ways. It
gets a good share of patronage and is always
read with interest.

Hudson Record.
This paper, which circulates quite e:-densively in the southwestern section of the county
and is a credit to the town, was established in
1889 and for some years was conducted by
Lloyd McCutcheon. The present editor and
publisher, Meade L. Boyd, has made it by his
ability and energy one of the most readable
local papers in the county.

HON. HORACE BOIES

m

RtPrtstntatiot £itiztns

ON. HORACE BOIES, twice Goyer- class of 13. The examination was oral and
nor of the State of Iowa, whose por- lasted through two sessions of the court. Altrait is shown on the opposite page, though he had studied but 18 months, he was
was a son of Heber and Hattie (Hen- one of four admitted to practice, the nine others
shaw) Boies and was born in Aurora, Erie being rejected. After admission, he practiced
for a time at the village of Hamburg and then
County, New York, December 7, 1827.
Mr. Boies lived on the home farm until 16 went to Buffalo, where he practiced until he
years of age, and attended the district school. came ,vest in 1867. Mrs. Boies died seven
One child was
After nine years of age he ,rnrked on the farm years after their marriage.
of M ount
Clarkson,
Nellie
Mrs.
them,
to
born
in summer and went to school in winter.
At that age he came \Vest to the Territory of Vernon, Iowa.
In the fall of 1857, Mr. Boies visited in
,visconsin and ,rnrked there and in Northern
Illinois in the summer and went to district ,vaterloo, then again in the winter of 1857-58,
school in winter. He returned to New York at when he married Versalia M. Barber, daughter
the age of 20 ancl when 21 married Adella King, of the late Dr. Barber. With his wife he rea \\·ell educated girl aged 19. She was an in- turned to Buffalo and continued the practice of
spiration to him; he came to the conclusion that the law until 1867, when he came to Vv aterloo
he could do something besides work on a farm, and enter~d into the practice of the law with
and it was through her influence that he studied H. B. Allen under the firm name of Boies &
the law. He entered the law office of S. S. · Allen, which partnership continued until failClark in the town of Boston, Erie County, New ure of health compelled Mr. Allen's retirement.
York, and studied under Mr. Clark for two It \Yas then Boies & Couch until Co uch was
years, six months of which time he worked on elected to the District Court.
l\Ieantime Mr. Boies' elcle3t son had been
farms to pay his way. His wife, meantime,
admitted to the bar and became a member of
taught school and supported herself.
He applied for admission to the bar before the firm, which was subsequently changed to
the general term of the Supreme Court in a Boies, Couch & Boies, Couch having retired

312

HISTORY OF BLACK HAWK COUNTY

from the bench. James L. Husted became a
member of the firm after Couch's election to
the bench and remained with it until Mr. Boies'
election as Governor in 1889.
Mr. Boies was the first Democrat elected
Governor since 1855.
He was reelected in
1891 and was the only Democrat to hold the
office in nearly half a century. It is to the credit
of the party, as well as to himself, that he was
one of the three or four ablest Governors the
State ever had.
Mr. Boies has spent much time on his farm
in Grundy County for the past 15 years and
practically all of it for IO years past.
It will be seen that he was a self-made man.
When the history of Iowa is written, one of its
brightest pages will be giYen to Horace Boies.
Mr. Boies has been many years a widower.
By his second wife he had three children: E. L.
deceased, one of the brightest minds and ablest
lawyers the State has produced; Jessie, also
deceased; and Herbert B. Boies, of the firm of
Boies & Boies.

m

ON. HERMAN C. HEMENWAY,
. mayor of Cedar Falls, was born at
Potsdam, St. Lawrence County, New
York, April 1. 1834, of early Mq.ssachusetts colonial ancestry, his parents being
Vashni and Eliza (Goodnow) Hemenway.
The family removed to Freeport, Illinois, in
1850 and there his school and legal education
was acquired and there some years were spent
in teaching and in business pursuits. In 1860
he was admitted to the bar and, removing to

Independence, Iowa, in 1861, engaged in legal
practice.
ln August, 1862, he enlisted in the 27th
Regiment, Iowa Vol. Inf. and served for three
years as 2nd lieutenant of Company C.
Early in 1866 he came to Cedar Falls and
assumed a practice that has since been continuous.
During this time he has had as
partners Hon. J. B. Powers, of Dubuque, A.
D. Polk, of Brainerd, Minnesota, George H.
Thorpe, deceased, Alfred Grundy, of Cedar
Falls, and is now a member of the fim1 of
Hemenway & Martin (Le Clair). These several firms have en joyed a fair degree of public
confidence.
Mr. Hemenway has taken an interest in
educational matters, served many years as a
member of the School Board and was, with
others, an efficient worker for the establishment
of the Iowa State Normal School and a member
of the first board of directors.
He has taken part in city affairs as city
solicitor and as a member of the council and is
at present mayor.
He was a member of the House in the 16th
( 1875) and of the Senate in the 17th, 18th,
19th and 20th General Assemblies.
In this
service he favored the Prohibitory Amendment,
and now believes in the principle of that
measure.
In 1868 Mr. Hememyay was married to
Lanie G. Schermerhorn, of Cedar Falls. He·
holds membership in several orders, the most
valued being the G. A. R. Of this he was a
member and post commander upon its first
organization ( 1867).
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Being of a Whig family, he was in at the
earliest local organization of the Republican
party and has ever believed in and supported its
principles.

LLIS E. WILSON, one of the prominent members of the Black Hawk
County bar, residing at Waterloo, is
a member of one of the pioneer families of the State. He was born at Oskaloosa,
Iowa, and is a son of \,Villiam A. and Chloe
Sanders (Lawrence) Wilson.
William A. Wilson came to Iowa from
Mount Nebo, Yadkin County, North Carolina,
about 1852, and from personal experience
knew much concerning the development of a
new country. During the Spirit Lake massacre, he was operating a store at Algona, Kossuth County, Iowa, and he not only assisted in
the building of the stockade there, but also furnished the provisions to the little band of settlers. About 1864 he located in Black Hawk
County, buying his first land in Bennington
township, a tract of 80 acres of virgin prairie
soil. This he broke and improved and engaged
in general farming and stock raising, adding
to his acreage until he owned 400 acres of
some of the choicest farming land of the township. He erected substantial buildings, set out
orchards and several acres of white pine and
other choice evergreen and deciduous trees and
made here one of those beautiful rural homes
for which the State is noted. He took a deep
interest in the establishing of churches and
schools, setting great store on their civilizing
18

influences, and became one of the representative
men of his locality. Although he began life
with limited means and lost much during the
years of pioneering, he died in possession of
over 600 acres of land and with a reputation for
integrity and noble personal qualities.
His
death occurred September 4, 1899. The family
burying lot is in Fairview Cemetery.
In 1858 William A. Wilson was married in
Kossuth County, Iowa, to Chloe Sanders Lawrence, a daughter of Alpheus and Mary ( Sanders) Lawrence, who came to Iowa about 1850;
the former was born in New York and the latter in Rhode Island. Since 1853 Mrs. Wilson
has been a resident of Black Hawk County, except two years spent in Kossuth County and two
years spent in Mahaska County. She resided
on the home farm until 1902, when she removed
to Waterloo; the present family residence is at
No. 320 Western avenue. Mr. and Mrs. Wilson had IO children, as follows : B. Adelbert,
a resident of Kirwin, Kansas; Ellis E., of this
review; Mary C., wife of Charles Choate, of
Guthrie, Oklahoma; Emma I.. wife of J. T.
Allen of Bennington township, Black Hawk
County; Frank G., who lives at home; Edith
Lillian, wife of Dr. H. C. Homer of Oskaloosa,
Iowa; Elsie Louisa, wife of Henry H. Schenk,
of Memphis, Missouri; Asenath, who lives at
home; Perle G., wife of Prof. Louis A. Schmidt
of Webster City, Iowa; and William Lawrence,
deceased.
Ellis E. Wilson spent his boyhood on a farm
and attended the district schools of Bennington
township. He recalls those days of youthful
ambition and earnest effort with pleasure and
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remembers the satisfying content with which
he and his schoolmates attended and took part
in the spelling contests and singing classes. He
recalls the first debating society organized
among the boys and their great oratorical exhibitions which took place in District 7 school
house in East Waterloo township.
,\.fter completing the district school course,
Mr. Wilsun attended the Iowa State Normal
School at Cedar Falls and afterward completed
a course at Drake University, Des Moines. He
taught terms in the rural districts, was principal of the Moville (Woodbury County, Iowa)
schools for two years and then entered the
State University of Iowa at Iowa City and was
graduated from the law department in the class
of 1895. Since then he has been in the active
practice of his profession at Waterloo, where he
has well located quarters in the Lamson Block.
He resides at the family home with his mother.

m

ON. LORE ALFORD.
Waterloo
has been called upon on more than
one occasion, to part with citizens of
the very highest type of usefulness
and to hold, only in memory, those who, for
years, had been familiar figures and had been
closely identified \\'ith her dearest interests.
This was notably the case when the last dread
summons came to that distinguished soldier,
statesman and jurist.-Hon. Lore Alford. Mr.
Alford was born March 8, 1838, at Hope,
Maine, and died at his beautiful home in East
\Vaterloo, Iowa, on March 30, 1900.
The

'

width of half a continent and the space of 62
years separated these events, and what a wonderful epoch this was in the nation's life and
what a noble part did this Pine Tree State lad
bear in shaping its course.
The outbreak of the Great Civil War found
him an advanced student at Union College,
In May, 1861, he
Schenectady, New York.
enlisted at Albany, in Company A, 16th Reg.,
New York Vol. Inf. Shortly after, he was
prostrated with an attack of measles, but insisted on accompanying his regiment to \i\TashHis command was attached to the
ington.
Army of the Potomac and he participated in
the first battle of Bull Run on July 21, 1861,
and in many skirmishes during the summer
and autumn of that year. He was detailed in
January, 1862, for Signal Corps service and
went into the camp of instruction at Georgetown, District of Columbia, where he remained
during that winter. In April, 1862, he was
sent with a detachment of the Signal Corps, to
join General Butler at Ship Island to organize
a branch of the corps in that department and
later he was sent to New Orleans, where he remained until June, 1862. He had entered the
service from patriotic motives, shouldering his
musket with the other privates, but at this time
his value was recognized by a commission as
ISt lieutenant of Company H, 8th Reg., Maine
Vol. Inf., issued by the Go,·ernor of his nati,·e
In July he joined this regiment at
State.
Beaufort, South Carolina, and was mustered
in as 1st lieutenant on July 22, r862. He took
part in the expedition to and the capture of
Jacksonville, Florida, in February, 1863. In
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the following month, when the regiment left
there, he was obliged to remain behind, a patient in the hospital suffering with pleuro-pneumonia, but was able to rejoin his regiment in
Ju11e, 1863.
In August, 1863, Lieutenant Alford was
sent in command of a company of 80 men, to
hold Jenkins' Island, South Carolina. At this
fever nest in one month he lost over half his
men from malaria, but survived the unsanitary
conditions himself.
During the greater part
of the fall and winter of 1863-64 he served as
judge advocate at Beaufort and Hilton Head,
South Carolina. In March, 1864 he was appointed upon the staff of General Vogdes, who
commanded a division of the 10th Army Corps.
Shortly after he was sent to the Army of the
James with his division and was an active participant in the engagements which led up to
the battle of Drury's Bluff. Here he was so
severely injured by a fall and kick from a horse
that he was confined in Hampton Hospital, near
Fortress Monroe, for some two months, but
subsequently rejoined his regiment and company, which has been attached to the 18th Army
Corps. \IVith gallantry he bore his part at the
battle and siege of Petersburg, Virginia, and
was a participant in the attack upon and the
capture of Fort Harrison, north of the James
River, in Virginia, September 28, 1864, and
also was engaged in the skirmishing at Chapin's
Farm.
By reason of the expiration of the
regiment's term of service, Mr. Alford was
mustered out on October 14, 1864.
The close of the military part of our distinguishecl subject's life left him unsettled as to

permanent location, and in seeking an attractive
field in which to enter upon the practice of his
profession he examined the claims of Waterloo,
then one of the ambitious and promising little
cities of the West. In_ the spring of l 866 he
settled in Waterloo and began active work as
a member of the Black Hawk County bar. In
a short time he formed a partnership with J.
C. Elwell, under the firm name of Alford &
Elwell, soon becoming widely known, and the
partnership continued until 1880. In 1881 he
formed a second partnership, with J. C. Gates.
and they opened offices over the First National
Bank, where they did a large law business for
some years.
It was almost impossible for a man of Mr.
Alford's character and ability to avoid prominence in politics, and in 1878 he was elected
by the Republican party as a member of the
Iowa Legislature, from Black Hawk County.
He was reelected in 1880 and, following this
election, was elected Speaker by a unanimous
vote of the House, a position for which he was
eminently qualified. His thorough conception
of the duties he owed his constituents, his party
and the public, with his generous readiness to
fulfill them, his fealty 'to friends, his upholding
of principles and his upright and honorable
bearing in all the situations a public man is
forced to face, left Mr. Alford with a record
that reflects lustre upon hi s party, home and
name.
Upon the close of his legislative career, Mr.
Alford again became a busy citizen of Waterloo,
where almost all of his subsequent life was
spent, actively engaged in his pro fession. He
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possessed the real judicial mind, and continued
a student, so absorbing the basic principles of
the law that his superior was scarcely to be
found in the bar of the State. He was public
spirited, took pride in the city he had assisted
to develop and was happy in promoting its
various educational and charitable institutions.
A severe illness in 1896 caused his removal
for a time to the Battle Creek Sanitarium, where
he received temporary relief, but the end came
· on March 30, 1900.
Mr. Alford was a member of the Military
Order of the Loyal Legion of the United States.
On March 29, 1871, at Chicago, Illinois,
Mr. Alford was married to Lillian St. John,
whom he had met while she was a visitor at
Waterloo. ·Mrs. Alford is a daughter of Elon
and Julia B. (Burton) St. John, both of whom
were born in New York. They removed to
Waterloo in 1869, where the father died in
1893 and the mother in 1894. Of their IO
children, Mrs. Alford and two brothers are the
only survivors. She is a refined and educated
lady, a former student of Cornell College at
Mount Vernon, Iowa, a lady in every way admirable as the companion of her talented husband and as the mistress of a home which was
long a center of hospitality and cultured life.
She is the mother of six children: Mary, who
married Lewis E. Johnson, employed in the
bridge department of the Penn Steel Company,
and has one child, -Lucy Louise; Louise, who
married W. P. Powell, State agent of the Aetna
Insurance Company, at Cedar Rapids, and has
two children-Margaret and Eleanor; Edward
True, who is a graduate physician and surgeon

of Rush Medical College,-he had a year and a
half's experience as interne, is now taking postgraduate work in Vienna with the intentiQn of
specializing in surgery and proposes to locate in
Chicago; Della G., who married Hubert Carr,
of Manchester, Iowa, and has two daughtersVirginia and Helen; Lore, who is a student in
the law department of the State University
of Iowa at Iowa City; and Robert, who is also
a student in the State University of Iowa. The
beautiful family home, one of the city's most
stately residences, is situated at No. 325 Franklin street, East Waterloo. Mrs. Alford is a
member of the P. E. 0., Fortnightly and Literary Clubs.
The following tribute to the late Mr. Alford, was prepared by the legislative committee,
which consisted of C. A. \,\Tise, J. M. Anderson
and J. E. Kirkwood, and expressed in but small
measure the feel.:ngs which were entertained for
him by his associates :
vVhereas, The Hon. Lore Alford, an honored member of the Seventeenth and Speaker of the Eighteenth
General Assemblies, closed his life at his home in
Waterloo, Iowa, March 30, 1900, therefore, be it
Resolved, That in his death his family are bereft
of a kind and loving husband and father, the bar an
able and conscientious member, and the State a useful,
patriotic and exemplary citizen.
Resolved, That we ,e xtend to his family our sincere
sympathy in their sorrow and affliction, and the clerk
of the House is hereby instructed to mail an engrossed.
copy of these 'resolutions to the family of the deceased,.
and same be entered on the journal of the House.

The funeral obsequies of the late Mr. Alford were solemn and impressive to a marked
degree. They were attended by a large concourse of personal, professional and business
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friends. Burial \\'as at Fairvie\\' Cemetery and
\\·as attended by the members of Robert Anderson Post. Grand Army of the Republic. \\'ho
carried the old flag, draped in mourning for a
comrade ,y]10 had so gallantly clefenclec\. at the
risk of his life, the principles of which it is the
emblem. \Ve feel as if \Ye can no more appropriately close this memoir than with extracts
from an address prepared by Rev. J. A. Stevenson and read, at these services, by Rev. T. M.
Evans, pastor of Grace Methodist Episcopal
Church:
"In his life he had parallel experiences of
scholarship, war and statesmanship. Crom\\'ell
attended Cambridge University for a time; Mr.
Alford went for a time to Union College, New
York. Cromwell had an active part in England's Civil \i\Tar of the I 7th century; Mr. Alford had an active part m America's
Civil War of the 19th century; Cromwell
had a share in the statemanship of the commonwealth of England after the war; Mr. Alford had a share in the legislative welfare of
the commonwealth of Iowa, after the war of
1861-65. This life of the Hon. Lore Alford,
as student, soldier, statesman, lawyer, citizen,
is known well to all men in Waterloo and needs
no rehearsal on our part. He was honorable
not merely in title, but also in character. \Ve
know not what property he accumulated but \Ye
venture the statement that no dollars acquired
in \Vaterloo are cleaner than those he earned.
made or saved. Had the Hon. Lore Al ford
been somewhat less honorable in character. he
might have gone farther than the Speaker's
chair. Crucifixion is the fate of manv noble

souls, simply because of their inherent integrity of character. He was a factor in the
Fortnightly Club. His talks in papers on literary subjects were free from rhetorical display but full of a desire to understand and present truthfully and fairly the subject in hand.
His last talk in the club to which I listened was
on the war songs of the nation and he was
full of the memories and songs of 1861-65. I
have said that the gentle poet Cowper belonged
to the same type of soul and mental temperament as the Hon. Lore Alford."

D

REDERICK MATTHIAS, who for
many years was prominently identified with the businesss and official life
of Cedar Falls, Iowa, is one of the
city's capitalists · and now lives in one of the
most beautiful homes of the municipality, retired from business activity. Mr. Matthias
was born in Germany, September 23, 1841, and
is one of the family of three children born tu
William H. and Mary (Myer) Matthias.
In 1866 Mr. Matthias, then a young man,
just freed from his service in the army of the
fatherland, came to the United States. He had
been properly educated in the excellent German
public schools and had been reared by careful
parents in habits of thrift and industry. Landing at the port of New York, he soon left the
great Metropolis and made his way to Bremer
County, Iowa, where he engaged in carpenter
\\·ork, having learned under his father in the
old country the allied trade of cabinet-making.
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He remained there until 1874, when he removed to Cedar Falls. With keen business instinct, he saw that the best opening ,,·as in the
hardware line He devoted his attention to the
hardware business exclusively and his operations
grew and expanded through many successful
years. His profits were carefully invested and
now Mr. Matthias, who may be considered one
of the city's leading capitalists, is the owner of
much of the choicest real estate in the locality.
On October 18, 1867, Mr. Matthias was
married to Mary Auguste Severin, and they
have three daughters: Lillie C., who is the
wife of W. H. Merner, one of the leading
members of the Black Hawk County bar and
city attorney of Cedar Falls; Mary A., who is
the wife of A. Wagner, a leading manufactur'er
of Cedar Falls; and Clara J., who is the wife
of W. L. March, a leading druggist of Akron,
Iowa. Mr. Matthias, with his family, belongs
to the Presbyterian Church.
The family
home, situated on the corner of Ninth and
Washington streets, is one of the city's fine
residences. Here Mr. Matthias enjoys extending a generous hospitality to his numerous
friends, many of whom have known him for
years, set a high value on his friendship and are
able to appreciate the sterling traits of character which have enabled him to overcome difficulties and to gain his present position of affluence and public esteem.
Mr. Matthias is identified with the Republican party and he has been actively concerned
, with civic affairs. In 1876 he was first elected to
the City Council of Cedar Falls, served most
acceptably and usefully for two years and con-

tinued to advance the city's interests by accepting a position on the Board of Education
in 1888. He was again elected to the City
Council in 1898. He has watched the city's
growth in commercial prosperity and has always willingly furthered the movements which
have resulted in substantial profit. In this
connection may be mentioned his faithful anu
arduous sen-ices in behalf of the city as a member of the Board of Supervisors, to which he
was elected in 1900 and on which he served
three years, in the matter of the construction
of the new bridge O\·er the Cedar River at
Cedar Falls. This magnificent improvement
was completed January 18, 1902, at a cost of
$22,500 and will ever be a testimonial to the
energy ancl public spirit of the board and especially to Mr. Matthias, wh ose interest in the
improvement ne\'er flagged.

m

EORGE B. :\fILLER, an esteemed
citizen of \Vaterloo, is secretary ancl
tre3surer of the \Vaterloo Gasoline
Engine Company, whose works are
situated on Third avenue and Cedar Street. The
concern was incorporated in 1902 and its present officers are: A. Lupton, president; 0. V.
Eckert, vice-president; and George B. Miller,
secretary and treasurer. The directorate includes, in addition to the officers just named,
W. E. Johnson and E . E. Man hard. The company has a lot 120 by 140 feet in dimensions,
which is practically covered by buildings of
which the principal ones are two stories in
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height. Employment is giYen to 35 men. Th~
company manufactures automobiles. gas and
gasoline engines and does all kinds of repair
work on these machines. The product is handled largely through jobbers and dealers in various parts of the country. The company has
two representati\·es ?n the road, and is meeting with most satisfactory sales. Mr. Miller
deserves great credit for the grand success with
which the company is meeting. He is an able,
conscientious and far-seeing business man, and
under his judicious management, combined with
the ever increasing demands of trade, this company undoubtedly has a bright outlook for the
future.

George B. Miller was born at Waterloo in
1872, and reared in this city, attending the
public schools. His parents are both deceased.
His father, George W. Miller, was a pioneer
of Black Hawk County, having walked to W aterloo from Dubuque at a time when this city
boasted of but three houses. Here he engaged
as a manufacturer for some years and later was
interested in a real estate business. Our subject attended the State University of Iowa, and
graduated from the law department with the
class of 1894. He engaged in practice in Waterloo for a period of five years with success
and since that time has devoted his attention
to the manufacturing business. In addition to
his connection with the Waterloo Gasoline Engine Company, he is a stockholder in various
other manufacturing enterprises in Westfield.
Mr. Miller was united in marriage with
Myrtle L. Caldwell, a daughter of Sheriff
James D. Caldwell of Black Hawk County, and

they have one son-George De Forest.
ln
politics, he is unswerving in his support of the
principles of the Republican party. He is a
Mason and a member of the Knights of Pythias,
and the Benevolent and Protective Order of
Elks. In religious views, he and his family are
Methodists. The family home is at No. 1315
West Fourth street, West \Vaterloo.

l]

AMES M. GRAHAM, secretary of the
James Black Dry Goods Company, of
Waterloo, Io,va, was born October 19,
1875, in County Tyrone, Ireland, and
is a son of James and Martha (Black) Graham.
The mother died in 1898, and the father in
1903.
James M. Graham was the third born in his
parents' family of five children. His preliminary education was secured in his native land,
where he also served a four-years' apprenticeship in the mercantile business. In September,
1893, he came to' America, and later took a
collegiate course at St. Paul, Minnesota. During vacations while at college he was employed
in a clerical capacity by James Black, the extensive merchant, for two years, and upon the
incorporation of the business in January, 1902,
became secretary of the James Black Dry Goods
Company, which has a capital of $65,000
This large establishment, now one of the
most extensive and complete in this section of
the State, was originated by James Black its
present president and treasurer. the other officers being Frank L. Benedict, vice-president,
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and James M. Graham, secretary. Recently
the business has been much enlarged. and the
company now occupies four floors of a building 60 by roo feet, in dimensions. The first
floor is devoted to dry goods, the second, to
carpets and ladies' wear, and the third and
fourth, to stock. About 85 employees are on
the pay-roll. The building is well equipped
with steam heating and electric lighting facilities and has a modern passenger elevator. The
large display windows are arranged with neatness and taste, showing many of the choice
goods to be found within. The stock is complete and trade conditions are excellent, the
firm having relations with other centers and
foreign countries. The patronage is large, as
the goods cover every line and have been purchased with the design of suiting the most critical taste or the smallest purse. The members
of the firm are all honorable, experienced merchants.
Mr. Graham was married in 1901 to Anna
F. Caughtry, who is a daughter of H. M.
Caughtry, of Iowa, and they have a daughter.
Katherine E., aged two years. Mr. Graham
has revisited his native land upon two occasions.
but each time has returned to Iowa, better satisfied to make Waterloo his permanent home.

D

RANK L. BENEDIC T, vice-president
of the James Black Dry Goods Company, located at No. 420 East Fourth
street, \Vaterloo, Io,Ya. ,yas born
December 14, 1864, and is a son of Edson P.
and Agne (\Varner) Benedict.

The name of Benedict originated in ltaly,
and the family genealogy can be traced back to
the year 1470. Ira Benedict, the great-grand father of Frank L., and the latter's grandfather ,
Louis Benedict, were born in Connecticut. The
parents of Frank L. were born in the Empire
State, and his mother died in vVisconsin. About
1850 Edson P. Benedict moved to Lafayette
County, Wisconsin, from Walton, New York.
The subject of this sketch is the second, in
order of birth, of the five children of the family, all of whom reached maturity, except a
sister who died aged four or five months.
Frank L. Benedict attended the public
schools of Wisconsin and remained at home
until the age of 20 years. He then became a
clerk at Dell Rapids, South Dakota, where he
continued to reside for IO years. During this
time he carried on a general mercantile business of his own. The firm name was first Barr
& Benedict, for one year, then became Benedict
& Nilson, and was reorganized a year later as
the Dell Rapids Mercantile Company, of which
R. W. Holland became president and Mr. Benedict, secretary. In 1895, Mr. Benedict sold
his interest and came to Waterloo, entering the
employ of James Black. Upon the organization of the James Black Dry Goods Company . .
he became its vice-president, his long years in
the mercantile business making him particularly
well qualified for this responsible position.
Mr. Benedict was married in Dell Rapids.
South Dakota, to Louise \\Tilson. They occupy
, a pleasant home at No. 420 East Fourth street.
and take a prominent part in the city"s social
life. They are members of Grace ;\feth0dist

WALTER OSCAR RICHARDS, M . D .
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Episcopal Church. Fraternally, Mr. Benedict
is a Mason, being a member of the blue lodge
at Waterloo.

ALTER OSCAR RICHARDS, M.
D. For many years the late Dr.
.,. .. --• \,\!alter 0. Richards. \Yhose portrait accompanies this sketch, \\'as
a prominent physician and surgeon of 'vVaterloo, Iowa, where he was not only eminent in his profession, but was closely
identified with the city's material development.
Dr. Richards was born November
21, 1820, m Monroe County, New York,
and died in Waterloo on March 2, 1898. He
was a son of William and Clarrissa A. (Eames)
Richards.
In 1837 his parents removed to Geauga
County, Ohio, where he enjoyed excellent educational advantages and in 1840 entered Oberlin College, where he was graduated with the
class of 1845. Soon after . he located at Sturgis,
Michigan, as a school teacher, employing his
spare time in the study of medicine under Dr.
James Tefft, then a noted physician. Later
he taught school at Lima, Indiana, and took
his first course of medical lectures in the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor. He then
resumed his association with Dr. Tefft, studying along the lines of his profession during
the summer and teaching school again at Lima
in the winter until he was prepared to return to
Ann Arbor. where he was graduated in r855.
Dr. Richards began practice with Dr. A. D.
Sargent, of Ont;-i ri o. Indiana. but in the summer

of 1855 had selected \Vaterloo, Iowa, as the
scene of his professional work. Here he built
up a large and lucrative practice, becoming
widely known over this whole section and was
always highly esteemed professionally and
otherwise throughout Black Hawk County.
which he served as its first coroner, after the
county was fully organized.
He was a man of progressin ideas and
business ability and was not slow to see the
great commercial possibilities of this territory.
In 1868 he was one of the organizers of the
Union Milling Company of Waterloo, of which
he continued a director until his death. He
was a director in the Commercial National
Bank from its reorganization and a director in
the Waterloo Improvement Company, which
controlled and improved .the Logan House
property. He aided also in the improvement
of East Fourth street by erecting the third part
of the Richards, Garrabrant & Loomer Block.
He was a member of the American Medical Association and was one of the organizers of the
Cedar Valley Medical Association, of which
he was a delegate to New Orleans in 1885. For
23 years he was coroner of Black Hawk County
and was an authority on all matters pertaining
to sanitation and questions relative to the public health.
Dr. Richards married Julia A. Bundy. who
was born in Genesee County, Ne,Y York. ancl
is a daughter of Pixley S. and Sabrina (Wiswall) Bundy. the former of whom was a native
o f Connecticut, and the latter of N e,Y York.
Two children "·ere born to Dr. and Mrs. Richards: Julian \Valter and Effie S;:tbrina.
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Our subject's son, Julian \;Valter Richards,
who is a graduate of the State University of
Iowa, at Iowa City, has been connec ted with
journalism for a number of years, and is now
a member of the notably efficient editorial staff
of the Chicago Tribun e. He served as private
secretary to Hon. David B. Henderson, while
the latter was speaker of the United States
House of Representatives. He married Lucinda
Frances Pierce, a daughter of Maj. Abial R.
and Sophia E. (Ripley) Pierce. The former
was a major during the Civil VVar and has been
a member of the State Legislature. Mr. and
Mrs. Julian vValter Richards had one son,
Harold Pierce, who was born in VVaterloo,
Iowa, which city was always his home. However, he spent two years at Lawrenceville. New
Jersey, attending a preparatory school where
he was fitting himself for entrance to Princeton
and was graduated from the institution with
high honors. Toward the close of the second
term he was taken sick, and after an illness of
five weeks died at the hospital in Trenton, New
Jersey, June 23, 1904, aged 19 years and six
months. He was buried in the family lot in
Fairview Cemetery, \i\Taterloo. He was a very
promising young man and wherever he was
known had a host of friends. At the time of
his decease the whole city of Waterloo mourned
his loss. Had he lived to attain the full years
of n1.anhood, he vvould undoubtedly have taken
a prominent place in the city's life.
The daughter of Dr. Richards, like her
mother, is a lady of collegiate training, formerly
a student at the State University of Iowa. She
married Edwarl M. Johnson who is a prom-

inent attorney and leading citizen of Minneapolis, Minnesota.
The death of Dr. Richards remo;ed one of
the active members and liberal supporters of
the Congregational Church.
Since 1857 he
had been closely identified with it and his usefulness and influence were most beautifully
commented on, at his funeral obsequies, by
Rev. J. 0. Stevenson and Rev. E. Adams. He
was a strong advocate of temperance and
worked enthusiastically in the order of Good
Templars. In every way he exemplified the
highest type of Christian usefulness.

LAYTON M. BERKLEY, one of the
leading business men of Waterloo,
Iowa, was born in Somerset County,
Pennsylvania, October 15, 1854,
and is a son of Ezra J. and Lydia (Miller)
Berkley, natives of Pennsylvani::t. 'Ihe father
lives, retired, on his farm in Lanark, Illinois.
Clayton M. Berkley is one of nine survivors
in a family of 12 children. Until the age of
11 years he remained in his native county,
and then went to Lanark, Carroll County, Illinois, and in the spring of 1865 graduated from
the high school there. He assisted on the home
farm until he was about 23 years of age, and
then started out, without capi~al, to make his
own way in the world. In 1878 he came to
Iowa, and worked as a farm hand for two
years in Orange township, Black Hawk County.
Then removing to Waterloo he became a clerk
in the hardware business, first with Peifer &
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Colada y, and later with other firms. Continuing in the same line for about six years, and
thoroughly learning e,·ery detail. in partnership
with Z. H. \\.eller, he purchased the interest of
Mr. Coladay in the hardware business. The
firm of Berkley & Weller continued in operation until 1887, when a change was made to
Berkley & Scroggy. In 1898, Mr. Berkley
bought his partner's interest. Since that time
he has continued alone, and has met with the
success that attends upon good judgment, industry, reliable goods and honest methods.
Since 1890, he has conducted his business at
No. 302 West Fourth street, his store being
82 by 25 feet, in dimensions; with a warehouse
in the rear. This place was built by Dr. Bennett Joder and Mr. Berkley, jointly, and is
well equipped in every way. The stock is a
complete line of every kind of hardware., including mill supplies and furnace fittings. Mr.
Berkley also does a jobbing business. He has
every reason to feel well pleased \\'ith the result
of his years of industry. Beginning with absolutely _no capital in a monetary sense, he nCJ w
has one of the most extensive business concerns in the city, which is firmly established and
is entirely free from debt.
In 1897, Mr. Berkley was married to Mary
Pinkerton, who was born in Ohio, and is a
daughter of Jacob and Susan (Hoff) Pinkerton. The father died during ~1ary's infancy,
but the mother, at the advanced age of 78 years,
is still hale and hearty, and resides with her
daughter, Mrs. Berkley. She has one other
daughter and five sons. Mr. and Mrs. Berkley had one son, Ray , but the little life did not

pass beyond infancy. Mr. and :i\Irs. Berkl ey
belong to the Progressive German Bapti st
Church.
Mr. Berkley is a member of the Waterloo
Board of Trade, a director in the W aterloCJ
Building & Loan Association, and a stockholder in and a director of other successful business enterprises. As a man and a citizen, he
stands high in the estimation of the community.

ENRY D. WILLIA1IS, sernor member of the firm of Williams & Crittenden, florists , located at No. 312
West Third street, Waterloo, Iowa,
was born August 24, 1836, in Connecticut.
Mr. Williams was reared on a farm and
attended the common schools of his native
State. At the age of 18 years, he went to Hartford and was engaged in clerking for one year,
when ambition to gain recognition on a wider
field induced him to seek th_e great West. In
1856 he located at Muscatine, Iowa, and shortly afterward became a resident of Waterloo,
which at that elate had about 600 population.
Here he embarked in the grocery business . in
which he continued for several years.
Subsequently, he went into the se\\'ing machine business in Kentucky. His success was interrupted in the South by the disturbances incident to the breaking out of the Civil Vvar, and
when South Carolina seceded he returned to the
loyal atmosphere of Iowa.
vVhen that gallant band of Iowa soldiery
was formed-the 16th Regiment, Iowa Vol.
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Inf., Mr. Williams became a member of Company 1, and was mustered in as a private. Before
the regiment left for the seat of war, he was
elected and commissioned 1st lieutenant of his
company, then at Davenport. The young soldiers soon had a taste of war. From Benton
Barracks, St. Louis, they proceeded to Pittsburg Landing, which they reached a few clays
prior to the battle there, in which they participated. Events followed quickly, one great
struggle after another took place, until the .battle of Iuka, on September 19, 1862. Here Mr.
Williams was so seriously wounded that in the
following February he was given a furlough
to finish his recuperation. During this furlough a most happy event took place-the re. ceipt of a commission as captain of his company. He returnee! to his duties, but his wound
had undermined his health to such an extent
that, on account of disability, he was obliged
to resign, in 1863, leaving behind him a record
for gallantry to which his rapid promotion testified.
After his return to Waterloo, Mr. Williams
traveled for a year, representing a New York
dry goods house: he returnee! to Waterloo in
1864, and in connection with R. W. Chapman,
built the south wing of the Central Hotel, on
the West Side. Under the firm name of Chapman & Williams, the hotel was operated for five
years, -and then Mr. \Villiams purchased his
partner's interest. and continued as proprietor
until 1874, after \\'hich for three years he again
worked as traveling salesman for a Ne,\' York
dry goods house. In 1877 he became a permanent resident of \Vaterloo. and for se\·eral

years occupied a clerical position with John S.
Glover and J. T. Coolidge & Company. In
1886, he became deputy county clerk at the
Court House and filled that office until 1891,
when the clerk, A. J. Edwards, resigned, and he
was appointed, and later elected, to fill that position. He was elected each successive term,
receiving the nominations by acclamation, until 1902, when he refused to allow his name to
be again used in connection with the office.
As far back as 1877, Mr. Williams became
interested in the florist business. making his
first venture in a room, 8 by 10 feet, in dimensions, the heat being produced by a stove in the
front room. His interest deepened as his success grew and he bought a lot and a half on
which he built a greenhouse IO by 60 feetinsize,
and another, in 1878, 12 by 60 feet in size. In
1895, the old structures were torn down and
new ones were built, with about 8,000 feet of
glass, which served until 1903, when they were
demolished to make way for the present extensive greenhouses, with 17,000 feet of glass. The
bottoms of the beds are furnished with I 5,000
3-inch tile. The entire plant is heated by steam.
The beds for cut flowers are made of cement.
Mr. ·W illiams and his brother-in-law and partner, Mr. Crittenden, have the best equipped
greenhouses in the State of Iowa, every modern
appliance and convenience having been installed. The whole is arranged with two beds in
each house, 185 feet long. One house devoted
entirely to violets measures 24 by I IO feet. 0:
the two houses devoted wholly to carnations.
one is 124 by 24 feet. and the other. 20 by 185
feet, in dimensions. Three houses are devoted
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exclusively to roses; the first is 185 by 20 feet; alysis, he went to the home of his daughter,
the second, 85 by 20 feet; and the third, 20 by Mrs. Williams, who tenderly ministered to him
45 feet, in dimensions. The chrysanthemum until his decease, which occurred April 6, 1879.
house measures 100 by 20 feet; the dimensions He peacefully passed away while sitting in his
of the palm house are 20 by 100 feet; and mis- chair. The funeral services were conducted
cellaneous stock requires a house 20 by 100 from the home of Mr. vVilliams by Rev. A. G.
Eberhart, according to Mr. Crittenden's prefeet in size.
Mr. Crittenden has been identified with the viously expressed wish. A very large conflower business for over 40 years. He worked course was present at the last sad rites, each
for his brother, Henry Crittenden, who built one vying with the other to show tokens of rethe first greenhouse in vVaterloo, on the East spect. The old pioneer was laid to rest beside
side, and later, died at Detroit, Michigan. his daughter and his wife, who had died in
Owen Crittenden and his sister, Mrs. Williams, 1859, in the old Waterloo Cemetery. He passed
are children of Seth R. Crittenden, who was away as he had lived, a believer in the comborn June 1, 1801, in Groton, Tompkins Coun- forting faith of the Universalist Church. He
ty, New York. In 1831, Seth R. Crittenden was the father of four sons and four daughmarried Betsey Marsh in Rockingham, Ver- ters, George R., of Waterloo, being the eldest,
mont. In 1833, they moved to Allegheny and Mrs. J. J. Sanford, of Cattaraugus County,
County, New York, where they lived until the New York, the youngest. The three surviving
spring of 1840, when they removed to York- members of the family aite-George R., Mrs.
shire, Cattaraugus County. In 1849, Mr. H. D. Williams and Mrs: J. J. Sanford.
On February 18, 1862, occurred the marCrittenden was elected a member of the New
York House of Representative s. In November, riage of Henry D. Williams and Elizabeth Crit1855, the family moved to Iowa, locating in tenden. This interesting event took place when
Waterloo, which at that time was a small vil- Lieutenant Williams was· home on furlough,
lage. Mr. Crittenden purchased three corner while his regiment was stationed at Davenport,
•
lots on Commercial and Third streets, and the before again leaving the State for active serproperty which he later sold for the. Catholic · Y1ce. \Ve are permitted to' recall some of the
Cemetery; he also bought tracts in other parts interesting features of the occasion. The cerof Black Hawk County. Soon after locating emony was performed by Rev. Oliver Merrill,
here, he was elected justice of. the peace, to a Congregationa l minister, in the presence of
succeed vVilliam Fisk, and held this position for an admiring gathering of' !he bride's friends,
During the last decade of his life, who later enjoyed the weddjng dainties, which
IO years.
until within two years of his death, Seth R. Crit- had been prepared by her own capable hands.
tenden resided with G. R. Crittenden, but about At the wedding, Lieutenant Williams appeared
the time when he experienced a stroke of par- for the first time in his lieutenant's uniform, and
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right well he became it. The newly made bride
had to face a trip of 80 miles across the country in a sleigh, in the coldest season of the year.
This was absolutely necessary, as the bridegroom was obliged to return to his regiment,
and had to be at Davenport on a certain clay.
The heavy snow interfered with the running of
cars to Iowa City, the nearest railroad point,
for six weeks, and no other mode of transportation except the fur-lined sleigh was available.
Mrs. ·Williams accepted the situation with the
same sweet cheerfulness which has made her
the beloved companion of the subject of this
sketch through all these succeeding years. No
children of their own have come to their household, but they have taken into their affections
a beautiful young lady, Lena Shutts, whom
they have educated and reared as a daughter
since 1889.
Mr. and Mrs. \Villiams belong to the Protestant Episcopal Church. Mr. Williams is a
member of the Grand Army of the Republic,
and Mrs. Williams is a member of the \Vomen's Relief Corps and the Order of the Eastern
Star. She is also a Daughter of the American
Revolution, through her great-grandfather,
who was one of the Green Mountain Boys. Politically, Mr. \Villiams is a Republican.

l]

AMES MILLER. The death of James
Miller. late president of the Cedar
Falls National Bank. at Cedar Falls.
Iowa, on October 17. r900. remo,·ec\
from Black Ha,Yk County one of its most eminent and homred citizens. For years he \\·as

associated with the business interests of Cedar
Falls, and was also so closely identified with
those things which make for something more
than mere material prosperity, that his worth
was recognized, even by those who had never
come within the personal influence of this
whole-souled, Christian gentleman.
The family from which he sprang, was one
of the oldest of the Empire State, and the farm
on which he was born, October 21, 1831, at
Sand Lake, Rensselaer County, had been in the
possession of his ancestors for 100 years. He
was a so11 of Garrett and Eve (Morrison)
Miller, and a brother of the late Henry Miller,
of Cedar Falls, and of Dr. Miller. of Manchester, Iowa.
Mr. Miller's early education was obtained
in the district schools. When 18 years of age,
he entered Burr Seminary, Vermont, where he
soon displayed much ability and became the
mathematician of his class. \Vhat his later collegiate trumphs might have been, for he was a
youth with splendid mental gifts, can only be
surmised, as the affliction, neuralgia, which affected him more or less all through life made
it necessary for him to abandon all hope of a
college course, when near the close of his preparatory period. In search of health. he came
West, remained a short time at the village of
Polo. Illinois. and in 1855 established himself
in mercantile business at Cedar Falls. lmn. ir,
partnership \Yith , \. Henderson and his brother. the late Henry :\Iiller. At a later date Shepherd \\Tilson ancl \\-. T. \Villiams ,,·ere admit ted to partnership and the firm hee1111e the :\fil !er-\ \'ilson Company. a mercantile enterprise

....
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which grrn· into the largest concern of its kine\
in Black Hawk County. In 1888, James Miller was the prime mover in the founding oi
the Cedar Falls National Bank, the oldest financial institution in the city, and became its president, continuing in this position until the time
of his death.
On October 31, 1861, Mr. Miller was united
in marriage with Julia L. F. Abbott, and three
daughters were born to this union, viz. : Martha H., M. Eva and Julia F. Martha H. was
the wife of Rev. E. B. Haskell, who for the
past decade has been a missionary in European
Turkey and Bulgaria. Mrs. Haskell died in
Turkey, in May, 1903, leaving four children.
The two last mentioned daughters, with Mrs.
Miller, still survive, as do our subject's beloved
grandchildren, who have been taught to reverence his memory. The youngest daughter,
Julia F., is the wife of Harry Elliott Thompson,
and they reside in Three Rivers, Michigan. M.
Eva is at home.
The Congregational Church at Cedar Falls
was not only the recipient of Mr. Miller's
bounty, from its organization in 1860, .but was
ever the object of his affection, and during its
earlier years almost owed its existence to his
continued care of its interests. His widow is
at present the only resident charter member of
this organization. However, his benevolences
were not confined to this religious body, for his
ear was ever ready to listen to the call of the
needy and. unostentatiously, his purse was open
to the claims of charity.
In the summer of 1897, Mr. Miller's health
began to be seriously impaired, and, when this
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became generally known, the continued interest
shown by the public testified strongly to the
esteem in which he was held. With Christian
fortitude he endured the years of gradual weakening, cheering the beloved ones, who watched
the advance of Death with broken spirits, and
showing by his peaceful example the strength
of the faith he professed.
1t can not be out of place to quote a few
lines from the eulogiums of prominent citizens,
which occupied a large space in the Cedar Falls
Ga:;cttc of October 19 and 23, 1900.
In a glowing -tribute to the high personal
character of Mr. Miller, Professor Bartlett, of
the Iowa State N Grmal School said :
"vVhile those who knew him merely as a
citizen and man of affairs recognize his moral
worth, public spirit and business integrity, those
only who came int~ the closer relation of friend
and comrade knelb the full worth of the man,
his thoughtfulness, gener?sity, helpfulness and
sympathy in trouble, the warmth of his affection. and his staunch Christian character."
vVe quote also from· an equally earnest testimonial from his intimate business friend and
attorney, H. C. Hemenway, as follows:
"He was intelligent, well-informed and cultured: in manner. modest and unostentatious;
;n habits, simple and domestic: in business, industrious, faithful, intense."
A most appreciative testimonial from a
member of his own family, his son-in-law, Edward B. Haskell , missionary in Salonica, Turkey, and one who knew him in the intimacy of
family life, may be drawn upon for a few lines:
"Beside the characteristics of faithft1lness
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and kindliness observed and mentioned by others, it was mine to see the more heroic side of
his nature. The very first communication I
ever had with him was one which brought his
Christian character to a terrible test."
Space forbids further excerpts from letters
and communications of all kinds, which came
to his surviving family, bringing such balm as
may be, to those who have been called upon to
part with one so clearly beloved.
Mr. Miller never neglected the duties of
citizenship, but always refused any political
preferment. His convictions made him an adherent of the Republican party. His fraternal
association was confined to the A. 0. U. W.
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H. HILDEBRAND, a member of the
Waterloo bar and alderman of the
Second Ward, West Side, was born
111 Black Hawk County, Iowa, April
7, 1874, and is a son of Sylvester and Louisa
(Roberts) Hildebrand.
The parents of Mr. Hildebrand were born
at Johnstown, Pennsylvania, and came to
Black Hawk County in 1870 and established
a home in Orange township. The father engaged in farming there until 1897, when he
sold his farm and removed to \rVaterloo and
now resides at 1'!o. 1214 _\rVashington street.
Sylvester Hildebrand has been a very successful
investor; our subject is his business manager,
attending to the collection of his rents on city
property and closing various deals. The children of Sylvester Hildebrand and wife are as

follows: E. L., engaged in a successful real
estate business at No. 220 'vV est Fourth street,
who married Luella O'Dell and has one daughter-Helen; Sarah, who married J. C. Scroggy
and has one daughter-Louise. They reside in
San Pedro, California; Mary Elizabeth, who
resides at home; and J. H., the subject of this
sketch, who also resides at home.
Our subject grew up on his father's farm
and attended the district schools of his locality.
He then entered Waterloo Commercial College and subsequently the State University of
Iowa at Iowa City, where he was graduated
in law in the class of 1901. He located at
\,Yaterloo, where he formed a partnership with
Guy A. Feely, under the firm name of Hildebrand & Feely, with offices at No. 220 West
Fourth street, removing later to the Syndicate
Building. They are engaged in the general
practice of law and have met with most encouragmg success.
Aside from the duties of his profession, Mr.
Hildebrand serves as secretary and treasurer
of the \rVestern Elyria Wood Plaster Company,
a large concern which has one mill located at
Fort Dodge and another at Waterloo. Its affairs are managed from the Waterloo office.
Mr. Hildebrand is also secretary of the Home
Building Association, which was organized in
1904.
Mr. H ildebrand is a methodical business
man as well as able attorney and his value is
appreciated by his fellow citizens, who brought
about his electioi1 as alderman of the Second
\Varel, \Vest \r\T aterloo, March 30. I 904. Fraternally he is an Odd Fellow.

HON. JAMES J . TOLERTON

I
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On May 6, 1898, Mr. Hildebrand enlisted
in Company B, 49th Regiment, Iowa Infantry,
U. S. Volunteers, Des Moines, for service in
the Spanish-American War, and remained out
for eight months. After the company returned,
it was reorganized and Mr. Hildebrand was
elected 2nd lieutenant of the company.
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ON. JAMES J.TOLERTON,formerly
judge of the 10th Judicial District,
composed of the counties of Delaaware, Buchanan, Black Hawk and
Grundy, and one of the prominent members
of the Black Hawk County Bar, has been a
Judge
resident of Cedar Falls since 1866.
Tolerton, whose portrait accompanies this
sketch, was born June 22, 1840, near Salem,
Ohio, of Scotch-Irish ancestry, and is one of a
family of five children born to Hill and Lucy
M. (Warner) Tolerton.
James Tolerton, our subject's grandfather,
was born in County Antrim, Ireland, and came
to America as a young married man· about the
year 1809. In Ireland he had married Frances
Douglas, who was born in Scotland. Their
eldest child, Alexander, was born before they
James Tolerton had followed
left Ireland.
teaching exclusively in Ireland but upon coming to America he settled on a farm and for a
time also continued teaching. He died in 1872,
aged 92 years. His wife lived to be about So
years old. They were good Christian people,
holding membership in the Society of Friends.
19
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Our subject's father was born in Ohio, where
he followed an agricultural life during his active
period.
The future judge acquired his early education in the common schools in his native locality,
growing up on his father's farm, and completed
his literary course at Allegheny College, at
Meadville, Pennsylvania, graduating in the
class of 1864. His reading of law was done
under the supervision of Thomas S. Woods,
After being admitted to
an able attorney.
practice, Judge Tolerton located at Cedar Falls.
He rapidly made friends and gained clients and
successfully followed his profession for many
years, gaining the confidence and good will of
his fellow citizens which resulted in his election
to the bench. Until his health failed and retirement became a necessity, he continued to fill
that honorable position. Well versed in the
law, he gave as complete satisfaction on the
bench as he had at the bar and it was with regret that the practicing attorneys parted with
one who had been so fair and impartial in his
His three years of service covered
rulings.
some of the most important cases which ever
came before the District Court.
Since retiring from professional life, Judge
Tolerton has supervised a fine farm of 160
acres, which adjoins the property of the Iowa
State Normal School. He and his sons-in-law
all own fine residences in Cedar Falls.
Judge Tolerton was married in 1867 to
Margaret Taylor, a daughter of John Taylor,
a prominent citizen of Greensburg, Pennsvlvania, and they have two daughters: Mary E.
(Mrs. H. E . Aldrich) and Margaret Ernestine
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( Mrs. John Thompson), both well known residents of Cedar Falls.
In politics, Judge Tolerton is identified with
the Republican party, but has paid more attention to his profession than to political life.
Fraternally he is a Mason. He belongs also
to the Black Hawk County Bar Association.

HARLES D. BECKER, chairman of
the Board of Education of Waterloo,
Iowa, and one of the substantial citizens of Black Hawk County, was
born in Jefferson County, New York, July 12,
1841, and is a son of Lewis and Almena (Van
Bracklin) Becker.
The parents of Mr. Becker were also natives of the Empire State. The father owned a
farm and worked as a carpenter, joiner and
millwright. His death occurred when our subject was 12 years of age. The mother survived
until 1878. They had one daughter and one
son, the former being Mrs. Alexander Resseguie, of New York.
Charles D. Becker was reared on his father's farm and attended in the summer seasons
the village school, until he was r 3 years old,
after which he attended during the winter
sessions. At the age of 20 ye_ars he began to
teach school and was engaged in teaching for
two terms, discontinuing his work as an educator in order to enter the Union Army for service in the Civil War. He enlisted August 9,
1862, in the roth New York Heavy Artillery,
and served almost three years, receiving an

honorable discharge July 7, 1865. He served
with the commissary department of the Army
of the Potomac for a short time before his
discharge.
Mr. Becker then returned to New York and
engaged in agricultural pursuits until the spring
of 1866, when he removed to Illinois. Two
years later, in 1868, he came to Black Hawk
County and resided in the southwestern part
until 1884, when he left his farm and moved
to Waterloo to assume the duties of recorder,
having been elected to this office on the Republican ticket. This office he filled for ro consecutive years. He served as township treasurer for six years and for the same length of
time was a member of the Board of Supervisors. While he was a member of this board,
the new Court House was erected; the beautiful
Melan Arch Bridge on Fourth street, constructed of steel and cement, was built; the
bridge at Cedar Falls was completed and many
other public improvements projected.
For the past 15 years he has been a member of the Board of Education of Waterloo,
of which he is chairman. He has been largely
identified with the upbuilding of the schools of
Black Hawk County, having witnessed them
in their primitive condition and watched their
development with interest.
On February 18, r868, Mr. Becker married Almeda Sarvay, of Jefferson County,
New York, a sister to Lotus Sarvay, who is
one of the prominent members of the Methodist
Church, which has Rev. Frank La Fayette
Loveland as pastor. They have four children:
Mary, Lotus C., Anna and Jessie May. The
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eldest daughter married Prof. A. F. Harvey,
principal of the Waterloo Commercial College,
and they have one son, Bruce. Lotus C. graduated from the University of Wisconsin at
Madison, after which he took a post-graduate
course of two years at the same place, then
spent one year at Columbia University, New
York, completing his post-graduate course
there in 1899. He is now assistant to the chair
of history in the Kansas University. Anna
was formerly a teacher in the public schools
of Waterloo, and Jessie May is stenographer
in the office of the clerk of the District Court.
Mr. Becker resides in a comfortable home at
No. 926 Randolph street, Waterloo. He has
been identified with much of the city's development and improvement.
Mr. Becker is a member of the Masonic
fraternity and formerly was master of Coin
Lodge, No. 394, A. F. & A. M., at Reinbeck,
Iowa, and for seven consecutive years served as
master of Waterloo Lodge, No. 105, A. F. &
A. M. He served two terms as eminent commander and also as prelate for five years, in
Ascalon Commandery, No. 25, K. T., of Waterloo, Iowa. He belongs also to the Ancient
Order of United Workmen and to Robert Anderson Post, No. 64, G. A. R., of which he is
past commander.
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APT. ROBERT P. SPEER, one of
the pioneer settlers of Black Hawk
County, whose residence dates from
September 16, 1853, resides on a
well improved farm of 140 acres in section 19,
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Waterloo township. He was born February 25,
1828, in Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania,
and is a son of John C. and Nancy (Patterson)
Speer.
Both the Speers and Pattersons are prominent families in the Keystone State, many
members of both having been leaders in professional and agricultural life. Our subject's
father was a farmer there for many years, but
died in Scott County, Iowa.
Robert P. Speer passed from the common
schools to Allegheny College at Meadville, and
subsequently spent two years in preparation
for the bar. When he came to Waterloo, Iowa,
it was with the intention of completing his legal
education, settling down to practice and growing up with the country. He soon realized,
however, what a long and difficult task he had
set for himself. Clients were few and money
was scarce, so that, ere long, the embryo lawyer turned his atention to surveying and dealing in land-work that was more in demand at
the time. A tract of 15 acres in Cedar Falls
owned by him, on the site of the present Central School house, he surveyed and platted in
town lots, which found a ready sale. Later he
platted 40 additional acres and cleared a handsome sum. In the spring of 1866 he purchased
his present farm, where he carried on an extensive nursery business until 1898. During that
period he conducted a general nursery and
greenhouse business on his place and for many
years served as a director, and two years as
president, of the Iowa State Horiticultural
Society. He has tested 230 varieties of Russian apples and over 200 American apples be-
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sides plums, cherries, pears, grapes and evergreens.
He also operated a dairy of 2 5 cows,
which industry he continues, not having been
actively engaged in other labor for some years.
In 1884 he was appointed a trustee of the
Iowa State Agricultural College at Ames and
served as such four years. At the expiration of
this period ( in 1888) he was elected director
of the Iowa Agricultural Experiment Station,
of which he had charge for three years. He
also served two years as a trustee of the Soldiers' Orphans' Home at Davenport.
In 1855 Captain Speer married Miranda J.
Seavey, who was born in Rockingham County,
New Hampshire. The parents of Mrs. Speer
were Rufus and Betsey (Smith) Seavey, natives of Rockingham County, New Hampshire.
They came to Butler County, Iowa, in 1855 and
purchased a farm, later moving to Cedar Falls
where they both died-the father in 1891 aged
88 years, the mother in 1895 aged 84 years.
Mrs. Speer in her younger days taught school
in Butler County and also in Cedar Falls. Our
subject and wife have four children: Harvard
H. and Alice M. (twins), Irving and Evelyn.
Captain Speer served in the Union Army
during the Civil War. He was captain of
Company B, 31st Reg., Iowa Vol. Inf., from
August 7, 1862, to September 17, 1864. His
regiment was in the First Division, 15th Army
Corps, Army of the Tennessee, under General
Grant. Captain Speer participated in many
battles, leading his company into the thickest
of the fight at Lookout Mountain, Missionary
Ridge and through the Vicksburg and Atlanta
compaigns. Politically, Captain Spear is a Re-

publican and, as such, was elected a member of
the 15th General Assembly of Iowa. In religious beilef, he is a Unitarian. His life and
public services have been of such a character as.
to inspire confidence and win him general esteem.

m

ON. GEORGE B. VAN SAUN, one of
the prominent citizens of Cedar Falls,
Iowa, after a long and eminently successful business career, is now enjoying the comforts of a retired life, surrounded by
all that makes advanced years often the most
enjoyable ones of a lifetime. Mr. Van Saun
was born October 29, 1831, at Passaic, New
Jersey. His parents, Samuel and Eleanor
(Banta) Van Saun, had but two children.
The subject of this sketch was reared in
New Jersey, and completed his education at.
Lafayette College, at Easton, Pennsylvania. In
1856 he came to Iowa and located at Cedar
Falls, where he first engaged in mercantile pursuits, which he carried on most successfulry
for many years. He organized at an early
day the Wilson-Van Saun Banking Company,
an organization which met with much financial
success and was later disposed of to the firm of
Field Brothers. Shortly afterward, Mr. Van
Saun became interested in the milling and grain
business, and built up a large concern. His
last business venture was in the mercantile line.
That all of his enterprises turned out eminently
successful proved his business ability and sound
judgment, the latter being as conspicuous a
factor as the former.
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For a number of years, Mr. Van Saun was
also prominent in political life. A Republican
in politics, he served in local offices, including
that of supervisor of Cedar Falls township, and
in 1882 he was elected a member of the 14th
General Assembly. During his term of official
life, he fulfilled every expectation of his constituents. He is a man of capital, and own,
one of the most beautiful homes on Main street,
and considerable other valuable city property.
He is a stockholder and a member of the board
of directors in the Citizens' National Bank, of
Cedar Falls.
Mr. Van Saun has been twice marriedfirst, to Elizabeth W. Ackley, who died in W averly, New York, leaving one son, Samuel A.,
who resides at Dubuque, Iowa, performing
the duties of oil inspector, an office to which
he was appointed by the Governor of the State.
The second marriage was to Hannah A. Baldwin, and the children of this union are: vVilliam S., of Denver, Colorado; Frank B., of
Brooklyn, New York; and Frederick B., of
Jersey City, New Jersey. ·
Fraternally, Mr. Van Saun belongs to several organizations. He is past grand master
of the Grand Lodge of the A. F. & A. M.,
of which he has also been grand custodian. The
esteem in which he is held in this body was
shown on one occasion, by the presentation to
him of a fine gold-headed cane suitably inscribed, which he prizes highly. With his family, he belongs to the Cedar Falls Congregational Church.
Mr. Van Saun is justly considered one of
the representative men of his city. During his
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many years of active life here in Cedar Falls
he made an enviable reputation as to business
integrity, while his championship of many public measures assisted greatly in leading to the
present proseprity of Cedar Falls. Personally,
he is a gentleman who could not fail to attract
notice in any gathering, his beautiful, snowwhite hair framing a countenance upon which
may be seen the lines of a noble character. To
the fullest extent, he enjoys the esteem and
admiration of his fellow citizens.

G. T ALLERDAY is vice-president of
the Tallerday Steel Pipe & Ta11k
Company, of Vv aterloo, Iowa, the
largest tank manufacturing establishment in the world. The plant at \Vaterloo was
first located here as a branch of the American
Steel Tank Company, of Mishawaka, Indiana,
in 1896, and the present company was organized in 1900. The :following are the officers:
F. G. Tallerday, president; H. G. Tallerday,
vice-president; and H. T. Miller, secretary and
treasurer. C. D. Kern and F. M. Ramsey, together with the above-named officers, constitute the board of ~'irectors. The company manufactures steel tanks and pipe, wind-mill regulators, smoke stacks, feed cookers, tank heaters
and culvert pipe, besides doing an extensive
jobbing business in unlimited territory. It also
has a factory at Le Mars, Iowa, and a Western
factory at Los Angeles, California, which is
under the immediate superintendence of F. G.
Tallerday, who lives in that city. The factory
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m ·w aterloo has been enlarged from time to
time, and is now one of the foremost industrial
plants in the city. The railroad facilities are
of the best, a spur of the Illinois Central Railroad having been laid to the factory, and the
company ships to all parts of the country and to
foreign countries. It manufactures tanks with
a capacity of from 30 gallons to 40,000 gallons,
and makes a special tank of copper for their
Mexico trade. The State of Minnesota is receiving its especial attention at the present
time, although it is having a largely increased
trade in Texas, New Mexico ahd the Black
Hills region of South Dakota. Each year it
is adding to the variety, size and quantity of
the output, and sold more than 8,000 tanks in
various parts of the country, during the year
1903.
H. G. Tallerday devotes his special attention
to the Waterloo plant, and much of its success is traceable to the excellence of his management. He is a native of Belvidere, Illinois,
but has lived in Waterloo for many years, and
has established himself firmly in the good will
and high esteem of his fellow citizens. He has
a comfortable home at No. 223 Lafayette
street.
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ACOB HOFFMAN, a prosperous
farmer and stock raiser, residing on
his fine farm of 400 acres, ' situated
in section 34, Bennington township,
Black Hawk County, is one of the pioneer settlers of the county. The fact that this is one
of the most productive agricultural counties in

the State is due to such men as he. Mr. Hoffman is a self-made man, having accumulated
his possessions after many years of hard and
constant toil, and he is fully deserving of a
place among the prominent and representative
farmers of Black Hawk County.
He was
born in Somerset County, Pennsylvania, November 15, 1836, and is a son of Joseph and
Sarah (Casebeer) Hoffman, both natives of
Somerset County, Pennsylvania.
Joseph Hoffman was a carpenter and joiner
by trade, _and also followed farming operations
in Somerset County. He was well known and
highly respected there and was numbered
among the most prominent citizens of the
county. Politically, he was a Republican, although he never aspired to any office. Mr.
Hoffman and his wife were raised together in
their native county, and were married soon
after reaching maturity. They were the parents
of nine children, namely: Daniel and Alexander, deceased; Harriet, wife of Joseph Mishler,
who lives in Somerset County, Pennsylvania;
Elizabeth, deceased; Hira111, a resident of
Pennsylvania; Benjamin, whose wife and five
children were drowned in the Johnstown flood;
Jacob; Sophia, wife of John Brodfuehrer, who
is now living in Chicago, Illinois; and Sallie,
who lives in Pennsylvania. Joseph Hoffman
was a member of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church.
Jacob Hoffman received but a limited mental training, attending school but three months
in the year in his native county, and being employed in farming at an early period m life.
In 1856, he came West and located in Lee
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County, Illinois, where he worked on a farm.
When the war broke out, in 1861, he enlisted
October 1st, as a private in Company F, First
Illinois Light Artillery, and was with the I 5th
Army Corps in Tennessee. He was present at
the battle of Shiloh. He served at Atlanta
from May 1st until September 15th, and his
last battle was at Nashville, Tennessee. Mr.
Hoffman was very sick with fever at Pittsburg
Landing, and was surrounded by sick and dying
men. Being discharged at Nashville, he went to
Dixon and reenlisted in Company B, 4th Reg.,
United States Vet. Vol. Inf. On February 8,
1865, Mr. Hoffman was at Washington, D. C.,
and later was sent to Winchester, Virginiathen back again to Washington, and subsequently to Columbus, Ohio. Again he was sent
to Louisville, Kentucky, and again sent back
to Columbus, Ohio, where he was discharged
February 28, 1866. Mr. Hoffman, after receiving his discharge, went to Pennsylvania
on a visit, and then returned to Lee County,
Illinois. In the spring of 1866, he removed to
Black Hawk County, Iowa, and located in
Orange township, where he rented a farm for
one year. He then removed to · his present
farm in Bennington township, which then consisted of but 80 acres. At that time the land
was not cultivated, and Mr. Hoffman built a
house and stables out of trees and started to
make a home. He has resided on that place
ever since, and has at present a fine farm of
400 acres, which is unsurpassed in the county.
This is said to have been the last section taken
up in Black Hawk County, and the original
patent was signed by President Pierce.
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In 1859, Mr. Hoffman was married to
Sarah Fender, of Lee County, Illinois, and
eight children have been born to them, five of
whom are now living, namely: Mary, who is
the wife of Harvey Smith, of Waterloo, Iowa;
William, who resides on the homestead; David,
who was married to Martha Fuchs, and is
now living on a part of Mr. Hoffman's farm;
Susie, who is the wife of James Ryan, of East
Waterloo, and Alma, who is single and resides
with her parents. Mr. Hoffman has turned
his farm over to his sons and they have successfully operated it for the past five years. Mr.
Hoffman, the subject of this sketch, is a member of the G. A. R. and a Republican.

HARLES F. BROWN, owner and
manager of Brown's Opera House,
at Waterloo, Iowa, is an active and
enterprising citizen who has done
much to promote the material development of
this city. Mr. Brown was born February IO,
1837, at Worcester, Massachusetts, and is a
son of Charles F. and Mary (Stark) Brown.
Charles F. Brown, the father, was born in
England, and for many years, was engaged in
whaling, sailing from Cape Cod, where he lived
for nine years prior to the birth of the subject
of this sketch. His death occurred at W orcester, at the age of 65 years. His wife was born
in New Hampshire, and died at Cape Cod, when
her only child was two years old. She was a
highly educated woman, a teacher, and a valued
contributor to the Boston newspapers.
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Charles F. Brown, the son, was educated at
Worcester, where he lived until he was 20
years of age. He then went to Northern New
York, and embarked in the shoe business, in
which he continued until 1862, when he enlisted
in the Union Army. He became a member
of Company A, 93rd Reg., New York Vol. Inf.,
which regiment was assigned to the Army of
the Potomac, under General McClellan. The
regiment was later transferred to the regular
army, becoming the 4th Regiment, U. S. Cavalry. Upon the expiration of his first term of
enlistment, Mr. Brown again enlisted, in 1863,
as a member of Company H, moth Reg., New
York Vol. Inf., serving under Colonel Dandy,
in the 24th Army Corps, in the fighting before
Richmond. He served in both the Army of
the Potomac and the Army of the Tennessee,
and was .e ngaged in many skirmishes, and many
m 4 rches and countermarches. · He participated
in the Seven Days' fight.
Returning to New York from the battlefields of the South, Mr. Brown opened up a
shoe business at Pottersville, Warren County,
and served as postmaster there for two years,
under President Lincoln. About 1870, he came
to Iowa, and was engaged in the shoe business
in Benton County, for two years. He then
went into the same business at Cedar Falls.
For about four years, he carried a large 1tock
and had an extensive trade. He then went on
the road, and for the next ten years sold on
comm1ss10n. In the meantime he had become
interested in the Opera House in Cedar Falls,
and managed it for two years. He then removed to Waterloo, and took charge of the

leading place of amusement in the city. For
the last 14 years, Mr. Brown has had charge
of the Opera House, during which period he
has twice rebuilt it, the last time in 1903. He
has made it one of the most complete, convenient, comfortable and safe places of public
amusement, to be found in any city. Brown's
Opera House, a view of which is shown elsewhere in this work, could never by any possibility, be the scene of any such tragedy as that
which occurred in the city of Chicago in December, 1903. The auditorium is on the ground
floor, seating 2,500 people. The stage is one
of the largest in the State, 40 by 60 feet in area,
with a 50-foot rigging loft and complete sets
of scenery.
The theater is equipped with
modern opera chairs, and lighted with gas and
electricity. A first-class orchestra of IO pieces
is employed, and none but those attractions
which meet the approval of intelligent and refined audiences are booked. Mr. Brown's
enterprise has been recognized by other business
concerns, the street car company having built
a loop around the Opera House B-lock, so that
every car on the •System passes the Opera House,
one every seven minutes. Mr. Brown is one
of the oldest amusement caterers in Iowa, having been in the business for 20 years, and no
one is better or more favorably known to the
profession. His long years of honorable dealing have inspired confidence and esteem. He
devotes his entire attention to the management
of the Opera House and owns and controls all
the billboards, which include 2,000 lineal feet
of space.
Mr. Brown was married, in New York, to

.
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Currence Van Benthuysen, who was born June
26, 1843, in Warren County, New York, and is
a daughter of Garrett and Hannah (Griswold)
Van Benthuysen. Her grandfather, Jacob
Van Benthuysen, came from Holland to New
York, and established a family which is prominent in that State. On the maternal side, her
grandfather was a Revolutionary soldier,
through which relationship she became a member of the Daughters of the American Revolution. Mr. and Mrs. Brown have two sons, namely: Charles H ., who operates a hotel at Little
Rock, Arkansas; and Harrison G., of Waterloo,
who is a conductor on the Illinois Central Railroad ; both are successful men.
Mr. Brown is a member of the Grand Army
of the Republic. Personally, he possesses the
genial manner and spirit of good fellowship
which gain friends, and the stable qualities
which enable him to keep them. He has long
been prominently identified with Waterloo and
its interests. The amusement business he has
built up has done a vast amount of advertising
for Waterloo, the value of which has been
shown by the city's marvelous growth in the
past decade.

m

ON. GEORGE W. HAYZLETT, of
La Porte City, a man nf remarkable
personality and of signal achievement, m both business and political
life, is one of the citizens of Black Hawk
County, whose useful and eventful career has
been of such a character as to bring this section
into honorable prominence. Mc Hayzlett has
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long been an active resident of this part of the
State, and has been closely identified with its
interests. His birth took place on a farm in
the vicinity of Indianapolis, Indiana, February
16, 1837. His parents were Andrew and
E lizabeth (Hughart) Hayzlett, natives of the
Old Dominion.
Andrew Hayzlett was born in 1801, and
his wife in 1803, and both died at Mount Vernon, Iowa, at the ages of 85 and 90 years,
respectively. The family was made up of three
s-:;ns and one daughter, namely: John G., William H., George W., and Ocea, wife of Rev. C.
A. Hawn, of Mount Vernon. John G. Hayzlett served during three years in the Civil War,
as 1st lieutenant of Company F, 24th Reg. Iowa
Vol. Inf., and later engaged in farming and
merchandising in Nebraska, and died at Marion, Linn County, Iowa, aged 72 years. William H. Hayzlett was also a farmer, and died
at Walker, Linn County, aged 68 years.
The pioneering spirit of his parents, which
led them to leave Virginia and seek a home
first in Indiana and later in Iowa, made George
W. Hayzlett a resident of the latter State in
1851, when he was 14 years of age. The
parents settled on a farm in Linn County, and
the son was placed at school, spending two
years in what was then the Iowa Conference
Seminary, but is now known as Cornell College,
an educational institution which has a reputation all over, and even beyond, the State.
At the age of 17 years, Mr. Hayzlett entered the mercantile establishment of N. W.
McCain, at Mount Vernon, Iowa, and a year
later became an employe of the firm of Waln
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& Willey, with which he continued three years.
Then he formed a mercantile partnership with
J. B. Barrett, and later with A. P. Risley, and
was associated with them until 1860. At this
date he purchased Mr. Risley's interest and removed the business to La Porte City, conducting here a general mercantile business until
1871.
This long business career had been
more or less interrupted by the changes and
agitations brought about by the Civil War, in
which both he and his elder brother took an
absorbing interest, resulting in the enlistment
of the former and his subsequent valorous military career, and the rejection of the latter on
account of ill health. This did not, however,
prevent Mr. Hayzlett from taking an active
part in promoting enlistments, as he served at
one time as assistant provost marshal, and promoted those necessary movements at home
which made possible the success of the army
at the front.
In 1868, Mr. Hayzlett was elected supervisor of Big Creek township, Black Hawk
County. He has been an active and ardent
supporter of the principles of the Republican
party since becoming a voter, and has been an
office holder under four Republican administrations.
In 1862 he was appointed postmaster at
La Porte City by President Lincoln, an office
he continued to hold under President Grant.
He resigned it in 1873, in the fall of which
year he was elected sheriff of Black Hawk
County, and entered upon the duties of an office
which he efficiently filled from January, 1874,
to January, 1884, being elected for five cow

secutive terms. In 1874 his party brought him
forward as their candidate for the State House
of Representatives and elected him to the office
with considerable eclat.
During his incumbency, which continued until 1888, he made a
record which reflects credit upon his party, his
constituency and himself. During his whole
political career, he has been a leading spirit in
the councils of his party and, as a delegate,
and a prominent committeeman, he has had
much to do with the election of the highest officials in the country to their responsible offices.
Mr. Hayzlett has been finanically interested
in many of the business enterprises in Black
Hawk County, one of these being the Union
State Bank, which was organized in 1874, and
of which he accepted the presidency, a position
he filled until his appointment to a high official
position which required years of absence from
the city. It is easily recalled that Mr. Hayzlett
started the first creamery in Black Hawk
County.
This industry was commenced in
1876, when he bought out a brewery, and,
with the late Dr. Jesse Wasson, turned it into
a creamery, an enterprise which proved to be
of great value to the farming community. It
is meet, in passing, to recall Dr. Wasson, who
was so well and favorably known in this locality. He was the founder of this city, giving it
the name of his own birthplace, which was
La Porte, a well known city of Indiana. For
about eight years Mr. Hayzlett was also an
active partner in an implement business at La
Porte City, and many other successful business
investments have prospered partly on account
of being backed by his counsel and finances.
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In 1898, the late lamented President McKin- Chicago, for two years. There he contracted
ley proffered Mr. Hayzlett the appointment of the cold which subsequently closed prematurely
agent to the Navajo Indians, Arizona. After what promised to be a very successful career.
due reflection the offer was accepted and Mr.
Mr. Hayzlett has been prominently identi. Hayzlett closed up his various business inter- fied with the 1-J:asonic fraternity in Iowa. He
ests at La Porte City, and prepared for his is a charter member of Trowel Lodge, No.
residence of five years in the far away Territory. 216, A. F. & A. M., and a member of the
Among the many pleasant incidents of this Chapter and Consistory at Waterloo, and of
time, and touching testimonials from his ad- El Kahir Temple, Nobles of the Mystic Shrine
miring fellow citizens, was the presentation to at Cedar Rapids.
him of a fine gold watch, appropriately inscribed by the directors of the Union State
Bank, with whom he had held intimate relations so long. From this agency, Mr. HayzAR TIN M. DAYTON, deceased,
lett has just returned, his mission accomplished,
was long one of the leading business
and has settled down again, a resident of Black
men of Cedar Falls, Iowa, and as
Hawk County, occupying his farm, which is
president of the Waterloo & Cedar
just within the city limits of La Porte City. Falls Milling Company, was well known all
His handsome home contains many beautiful over the State. Mr. Dayton was born in Knox
and interesting fabrics manufactured by this County, Ohio, October ro, 1834, and died at
strange old race of Indians, who, working as his home in Cedar Falls, after some years of
did their forefathers with many primitive tools, retirement from business, January 18, 1899.
are still able to produce the blankets, coverings His father, Martin L. Dayton, who was a native
and artistic objects, which the cultivated world of Ohio, married Keziah Sapp, of that State,
is glad to purchase at high prices.
and there followed the bus-iness of ~eeping a
In 1868, Mr. Hayzlett was united in mar- hotel.
riage with Malissa J. Waln, who was born April
Mr. Dayton came to Iowa in 1871, and for
15, 1840, near Springfield, Ohio, and is a many years was identified with the business,
daughter of Elijah D. and Mary J. (Adams)
religious and social interests of Cedar Falls.
Waln. The four sons born to this marriage He carried on large business operations, which
were as follows: Charles A., a resident of La proved successful, and became possessed of an
He was a man of generous
Porte City; Paris L., an attorney of La Porte ample fortune.
City; John G., a farmer; and Ernest E., who impulses, charitable in the extreme and was
died at the family home, aged 28 years. This noted for his numberless kindnesses. His later
bright young man was an expert telegrapher years were clouded somewhat with ill health,
and was engaged on the Board of Trade, at but he never lost his appreciation of kindness
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and attention from others, nor his interest in dence at Martinsburg he became one of the
the affairs of his family, church and city.
·ruling elders and superintendent of the SabbathMr. Dayton was married at Martinsburg, school.
He entered into relations with the
Knox County, Ohio, on January 6, 1859, to church at Cedar Falls in 1871, when he was
Sarah Bowland, of that place, and six children elected a trustee, and continued as such until
were born to them, as follows : Stella, who died 1898, when he declined to serve longer, on acat the age of four years; Lora Mame, who mar- count of failing health. During the greater
ried J. W. Robinson, a hardware merchant, of part of the time he was chairman of the board,
Algona, Iowa, and has three children; Delia and his counsel and advice were always
Adel, wife of George S. Momin, a druggist, of solicited.
Cedar Falls; and Harriet Julia; Gaylord RowPolitically, Mr. Dayton was a Republican,
land, and Mabel Eril, who are at home. Mrs. strong in his convictions, but in no sense a
Dayton, one of a family of eight children politician. He was a member of the Ancient
born to her parents, still survives. She resides Order of United Workmen, in which he sucin the beautiful home where Mr. Dayton so cessively held all the offices.
long enjoyed a happy domestic life, and where
remain so many testimonials of his devotion
to his family. Mrs. Dayton has placed Cedar
W. MILLER.
Waterloo takes
Falls in her debt by her gift, in memory of her
pride in including among its forehusband, of a corner lot on Sixth and Main
most citizens the subject of this
•
streets, on which was built the new Carnegie
sketch, who has been most active
Library, now known as the Carnegie-Dayton in the promotion of industrial enterprises that
Library. The lot is a very valuable piece of have greatly benefited. As organizer and as
ground, 66 by 132 feet in extent. It is in a a leading spirit of what is now the Commercial
desirable portion of the city and could easily National Bank, he has been of vast service in
have been disposed of for $3,500. The com- building up the East Side.
pleted library was dedicated in 1903, the services
The Commercial National Bank was orbeing conducted by Hon. George D. Perkins, of ganized in 1882 as the Commercial Bank, alSioux City, Iowa. This beautiful improvement though there were at that time two banks in
must ever call to mind the generosity of Mrs. Waterloo, which to the residents of Waterloo
Dayton, and also perpetuate the memory of her at that time seemed quite sufficient to take care
husband, who was so long one of the city's of the business of the city. With a clear and
public spirited and honored citizens.
practical view of the future, Mr. Miller saw
In religious belief Mr. Dayton was a Pres- that the city was destined to make a great
byterian, and his connection with that church growth. and that more banks would be needed
covered a period of 39 years. During his resi- to handle the increased business and to finance

.
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HON. THOMAS WELSTEAD
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new enterprises. In March, 1883, the institution became the Commercial National Bank,
with a capital stock of $50,000. The management of the institution exhibited commendable
public spirit in encouraging and financing new
enterprises, by which policy it won favor among
the most enterpri•sing citizens of Waterloo.
The bank financed most of the wholesale houses
and factories on the East Side since its organization, thereby securing a large clientage and
at the same time promoting the general interests
of this section. The stockholders of the bank
are identified with the majority of the wholesale
and manufacturing houses on the East Side.
In 1899 the capital stock was increased to
$100,000. In January of that year the bank
was made a United States depository, being
the first to be established between Cedar Rapids
and St. Paul, thus evidencing its high standing
abroad as well as at home. The $50,000 deposits that were in the bank in 1884 had increased to $600,000 by December 1, 1902. In
January, 1903, the charter was renewed for
two years and the capital increased to $200,000,
with a surplus of $50,000.
W. W. Miller, the president of this strong
financial institution, is a quiet and accommodating but withal a forceful gentleman, who has
taken a most active interest in the promotion
and securing of new manufacturing concerns
He has been a resident of
for Waterloo.
Waterloo since he was 34 years old and has
been for years an officer of the East Side School
Board. He has taken part in many movements
of public moment, and holds a high place among
the solid citizens of the city.

m
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ON. THOMAS WELSTEAD, chairman of the Board of Supervisors of
Black Hawk County, Iowa, ex-member of the State Legislature, and a
very prominent and useful citizen of Waterloo,
is one of the pioneer settlers of Bennington
township. Mr. Welstead was born in Allegany
County, New York, January 24, 1838, and is a
son of John and Margaret (Wilcox) Welstead.
John Welstead and wife were both natives
of England, where they were married just prior
to removing to Canada. They made the voyage to Montreal in a sailing vessel. Later Mr.
Welstead located in Allegany County, New
York, where he followed his trade of shoemaking. Both parents died in New York, the
mother when our subject was a lad of eight
years. The family consisted of seven children,
all of whom reached maturity, and five of
whom still survive, one on the old home place
and four in Western States.
Thomas W elstead was only a child of IO
years when he left the parental roof, which the
loss of his mother made seem less a home. He
went to school in Allegany County and was a
classmate of United States Senator Teller, long
before the great silver deposits were found in
the "\i\Test that made the latter a millionaire.
Mr. W elstead remained in New York until he
had attained his majority, working faithfully
and industriously at whatever he found to do
in the way of honest labor, but watching for
an opening to better his condition. In 1863
he left the Empire State for the 'vVest and lived
two years in Carroll County, Illinois, engaged
in farm work, before he came to Black Hawk
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County, Iowa, in the fall of 1865. At first his
home was a log structure in Lester township,
which he abandoned when he settled on his
first tract of So acres, upon which he built a
frame dwelling.
Mr. Welstead was one of the first settlers
in Bennington township and at that time wild
game was still plentiful, prairie chickens abundant and wild flowers decked the whole country
with surpassing beauty. His first few years
were filled with strenuous work and he was
obliged, like others, to endure many of the privations necessarily attendant upon pioneer life,
but perseverance and industry brought their
Soon acre was added to acre, the
reward.
whole extent of the property under his control
was put under cultivation, substantial buildings
were erected, orchards and shade trees were set
out, and comfort and plenty took up their abode.
Mr. Welstead purchased land until he owned a
farm of 240 acres, which he sold in order to
remove to Waterloo, to give his children eduLater he purchased a
cational advantages.
farm of 160 acres in East Waterloo township,
which he still retains.
After settling in Waterloo, Mr. Welstead
engaged in the buying and shipping of stock,
in which business he continued during 15 years.
While residing on his farm in Bennington township he served as school director, township
trustee and township assessor, and on all occasions displayed the public spirit and desire to
be of service to his fellow citizens that has been
one of his notable characteristics. In 1882 he
was elected by the Republican party, of which
he has always been a staunch adherent, to the

State House of Representatives, and during
his term of office served his county well. He
was on the school committee when the second
appropriation was made for the Iowa State
Normal School at Cedar Falls. In 1879 he
was elected a member of the Board of County
Supervisors, of which he is now chairman. He
has served on the committee on county buildings; was chairman of the committee having in
charge the building of the Court House; did
the main superintending on the part of the
Board of Supervisors of the work of building
the Melan Arch Bridge across the Cedar River
at Fourth street in Waterloo; and served also
on the committees on the insane, the poor and
Poor House. His energetic endeavors have
enabled him to do much for Black Hawk
County, and all his public services have been
of such a nature as to increase the esteem in
which he is held. He has also served as a
director of the Board of Trade.
At Allegany, New York, Mr. Welstead was
married to Lucy Bennett, a daughter of Hen'ry
Bennett, and three children were born to this
union, viz.: Clarence H., of Waterloo, who
married Katherine Schutzer, and has two children: Merta B., who is the wife of D. W. Jordan, who is interested in a manufp.cturing business in Waterloo; and Fred E. , a graduate of
the Waterloo High School and of Cornell College at Mount Vernon, who is now a teacher
of science and geometry at the Decorah, Iowa,
High School.
Mr. W elstead is now engaged in platting
12 acres near his home on Lafayette street in
town lots. He owns considerable other city
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property. Fraternally, he is a member of the
Independent Order of Odd Fellows lodge at
Waterloo.
His portrait accompanies this
sketch.

DD

OSES RICKER, deceased. In the
prosperity of every community may
be traced the controlling influence
of a limited number of its citizens,
who, by reason of peculiar business qualifications, and high personal characteristics, become
unmistakably identified with its public and private life. The city of Waterloo has had such
citizens, and perhaps few have been better
known than the late Moses Ricker.
The birth of Moses Ricker took place in
the little town of Winterport, Waldo County,
Maine, on September 25, 1837. His father
died many years ago, on the old family homestead, full of years and honors, and the death
of his beloved mother occurred in 1884 at his
home in Waterloo. The three surviving members of the family are: James Ricker, of
Ottawa, Kansas; Henry Ricker, of Boston,
Massachusetts; and Frank Ricker, of Bridgeport, Connecticut.
The details which have reached us concerning the boyhood and early youth of Mr.
Ricker indicate that he was favored with the
best educational advantages which his native
locality afforded, and that he was reared in a
home where frugality was encouraged and
moral virtues extolled. In 1858, just after he
had passed his 21st birthday, he yielded to a
natural impulse, and sought in the far West
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those business opportunities not furnished by
his surroundings in Waldo County. Locating
at Marysville, California, he almost immediately engaged in a transaction for Governor Lowe,
of that State, and later secured some business
interests at Virginia City and White Plains,
Nevada. Mr. Ricker was not, however, altogether contented with his prospects, the disturbing influence of the Civil War practically
paralyzing the business interests of large sections, and in 1865 he returned to the East, to
await the stimulating influences of a few years
of peace. He soon became interested, with his
brother, in a dry goods venture in Boston,
Massachusetts, and also in a commission concern in New York City; but the results of
neither of these enterprises entirely satisfied
him.
In 1870, Mr. Ricker visited Mississippi, and
looked over the ground at Vicksburg, but a
few months spent there convinced him that conditions were not propitious in that region. In
the same year he came to Waterloo, and from
that period dates not only his own business
success, but a large part of the prosperity, in
every line, which has brought Waterloo so
rapidly to the front. With the keen judgment
which marked his whole career, Mr. Ricker
ultimately decided that he had found an ideal
place for business and for a residence. He soon
entered into a partnership with a Mr. Russ in
the wholesale millinery business under the firm
name of Ricker, Russ & Company.
Their
store was located in a small building where the
Douglas cafe now stands. A fire wrecked this
building, shortly afterward and the stock was
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moved to the present location of Carpenter &
Sons' Palace Clothing Company, and still later,
to one of the storerooms now occupied by A. M.
Welch & Company, adjoining the First National Bank Building. After this change in
location, the business became a regular dry
goods concern.
In 1873 Mr. Ricker abandoned the dry
goods business and purchased the interests of
Mr. Allee, of the firm of Allee & Lindley, lumber dealers, and the new firm became Ricker &
Lindley, the junior member being Hervey
Lindley, later of California.
The firm met
with unqualified success, and the partnership
was continued until 1885, when Mr. Ricker
purchased Mr. Lindley's interest and continued
alone for almost three years. In 1888 he admitted C. P. Bratnober, when the firm was
changed to the name of Ricker & Bratnober
Lumber Company, W. M. Stewart becoming
one of the active, working partners. At the
time of its incorporation, the company not only
conducted extensive yards in Waterloo, but also
operated in other towns. Since then the retail
business has been discontinued in Waterloo,
but this city has been made the general headquarters, from which is conducted the business
of 28 different lumber companies in which Mr.
Ricker was financially interested. For several
years he also held large interests in California,
and in 1886, in connection with Mr. Lindley, he
platted the site and founded the town of Whittier, Los Angeles County, in that State. His
largest transactions continued to be in Waterloo. From the first he showed his faith in the
possibilities of Waterloo's development, and

throughout the whole of his useful life contributed his time and means in furtherance of the
progress of the city. He invested in different
enterprises, and his name as a stockholder was
often one of the best assets of a new company.
Mr. Ricker was a typical business man,
quiet, conservative and industrions, and as
quick to grasp as to see an opportunity. He
was gifted with the ability to comprehend large
propositions without ignoring the inconspicuous details. No citizen ever stood higher in
the estimation of those with whom he was in
business contact for many years. His fidelity
to contract, and his fairness and frankness in
upholding the ideals of business integrity, were
always manifest.
But Mr. Ricker was much more than a
business man. His public spirit is shown in
the success of the various improvements which
he helped to promote, many of which would
probably, without his aid, still remain incomplete. He was a man of large charity, and
although his generosity was never exploited in
public, it was, nevertheless, of such an
extent that it would have greatly impaired the
fortune of one of less means. It was a gratification to Mr. Ricker to bestow his gifts unostentatiously and take his pleasure in the fact
that they were needed. Personally, Mr. Ricker
was a man of most engaging manner, kind,
thoughtful and winning, and possessed the
graces which were the natural results of good
breeding, and association with people of culture.
These qualities made him popular, whether
cruising along the coast from Maine to South
America, prospecting in the California mining
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regions, negotiating with the keen heads of
large business corporations, enjoying the social
amenities of club and home life, or joining his
fellow citizens in public deliberations, at intervals during a period of 30 years.
On May 14, 1873, Mr. Ricker was united
in marriage with Jennie Conger, a daughter of
Maj. Patrick Henry Conger, of Waterloo, who,
with one daughter, Nina, survives him. Mr.
Ricker erected the first residence on East
Fourth street. Early in 1899, he purchased a
most desirable lot on Franklin street, between
Park avenue and Third street, and there built a
magnificent modern home, one of the most imposing in Waterloo. This home he was destined
to occupy, however, but a few months. The
family took possession in October, 1900, and
Mr. Ricker passed away on December 16th
following. His passing was such as he had
often expressed a longing for, the swift coming
of the messenger and then-peace.
For some years, failing health had released
his thoughts, in a measure, from business details, but had not severed his connection with
his house. Almost every year he had escaped
the rigors of the Northern climate by extended
visits to California, Louisiana or Florida, and
he was making preparations to pass a few
months in the genial climate of California when
he was stricken. At first the family physician
diagnosed his sudden illness as indigestion, and
allayed the first attack. Some hours later, a
second attack proved fatal, heart rupture being
the immediate cause. The news of his death
spread rapidly and caused universal grief, and
brought tender offers of sympathy. The shock
20
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was particularly felt at the Columbia Club,
which he had visited on the previous evening,
in accordance with his custom. This club was
organized in 1891, largely through Mr. Ricker's
efforts. He had been its first president, and
had always taken the deepest interest in its
Here he was known and admired
welfare.
and spent many restful, social hours.
Mr. Ricker was a Mason and a Knight Templar, and also belonged to the Elks and the
Iowa Workmen. The impressive funeral services were conducted at the home by Rev. A.
A. Tanner of the Congregational Church, and
then the remains were taken in charge by the
local Knights Templar, who accorded to them
Viewed by
every honor of the fraternity.
thousands and followed by a large concourse,
all that was mortal of Moses Ricker was finally
laid to rest in Fairview Cemetery.

ILLIAM CROSBY, one of the leading business citizens of Waterloo,
Iowa, who carries on a very successful monument business, was
born in Elbridge, New York, in I 8 5 I, and is a
son of Richard and Christina (Geddes) Crosby.
Richard Crosby was born in England, and
his wife, in Scotland. They came to America
in 1846, and settled in the State of New York.
In 1853 the father joined a party crossing the
plains to the gold fields of California. As none
of this company ever returned or was heard of
later, it is supposed they fell victims to th~
tomahawks and arrows of the Indians. The
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mother married again, becoming the wife of
Nicholas Coyle. She had four children: William and Robert E. were the offspring of her
first union, and Marcus and Lillie, of the second. She died in 1866, aged 32 years.
When William Crosby was three years old,
the family moved to Troy, New York, and
three years later his mother removed to Albany,
where he lived and went to school until he was
14 years of age.
When it became a matter of
necessity for him to choose an occupation, he
thought he would like blacksmithing, being
strong of limb and of robust health, but, after
a trial in a country blacksmith shop about 25
miles from Troy, he decided to give it up, and
spent some two years engaged in teaming in
that locality. In 1869, when but 18 years of
age, and full of the adventurous spirit of lusty
youth, he went to New York. There he shipped
as a seafaring man, signing papers to go on a
whaling voyage out from New Bedford, Massachusetts. The voyage was supposed to be one
of 18 months, at any rate not to exceed two
years. At New Bedford he sailed in the brigantine "Eunice H. Adams," which went in
search of whales in the North and South Atlantic. This trial trip was the precursor of others,
for Mr. Crosby followed the sea for 11 years,
visiting many far-distant points on the globe,
and passing through many experiences, not all
of them pleasant. He was second mate on the
"Mattopositt" and also on the "John and Winthrop." He made his last voyage as fourth
mate on a ship bound for the coast of Africa.
A misunderstanding with the skipper of the
vessel caused him to desert in order to escape

intolerable conditions and the ship sailed away,
leaving him on that inhospitable coast. Fortunately a steamer bound for Deloando, Africa,
took him there, where he found a protector in
the American deputy consul, who gave him
employment in the African International Steam
Ship Company, which was running steamers
up the Quanza River for some 180 miles, gathering peanuts, cocoa, rubber and other native
Although doubtless homesick
products.
enough by this time, he consented to remain
five months longer in order to mend their sails,
barges, etc., and during this time he was careful with his money. The consul at the Cape
Verde Islands, where he later landed, procured
him a passage to America on a sailing vessel
bound for Portland, Maine.
Mr. Crosby, after this really thrilling experience, finally reached his friends in New Bedford safely, and there secured employment with
the Automatic Street Light Company of New
Yark, which was lighting the city of New Bedford. He continued to work for this company
until April 1, 1881, when he joined his uncle,
D. H. Geddes, in Waterloo, Iowa. The latter
was a pioneer in the monument business in
Waterloo, and he welcomed his nephew and
engaged him as his traveling salesman. Later
Mr. Crosby decided to learn the business and
continued with his uncle for six years, becoming an expert during this time. In 1887 he
formed a partnership with F. R. Munson, under
the firm name of Munson & Crosby, which continued for two and a half years, when Mr.
Crosby bought his partner's interest and has
continued the business alone ever since. His
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workmanship meets with the approbation of
the public.
In 1878, Mr. Crosby married, in New Bedford, · Massachusetts, to Addie J. Brightman,
who was born in New Bedford, and they have
two daughters: Carrie L., born in New Bedford; and Lois C., born in Waterloo. Mr.
Crosby is held in very high esteem in Waterloo,
being justly considered one of its representative
business men and most enterprising citizens.

l]

OHN SCOTT STEVENS, M. D., one
of the prominent medical practitioners
of Cedar Falls, Iowa, who has been
in continuous practice in this city since
1885, was born in Fayette County, Iowa, October 18, 1861. He is a son of Artemus and
Sarah (Scott) Stevens, who reared a family of
five children. Artemus Stevens was a native of
New Hampshire, and was a farmer all his life;
he died in 1886.
Dr. Stevens was reared at West Union,
Iowa, where he completed his literary studies.
He began reading medicine with Dr. S. E. Robinson, a prominent physician of West Union,
and by him was prepared for entrance into the
College of Physicians and Surgeons at Chicago,
where he was graduated in 1885. He immediately located at Cedar Falls and is thus one
of the city's oldest physicians. Here he has
built up not only a large professional business
but, by his public spirit and personal characteristics, has gained the confidence of the community. This esteem was partially shown in
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his election as one of the city aldermen, in 1902,
and was emphasized by his re-election since
then.
In 1893 Dr. Stevens was married to Katie
E. Smalling, who is a daughter of D. K. Smalling, a resident of Janesville, Iowa. The Doctor and his wife are members of the Methodist
Episcopal Church.
Fraternally, Dr. Stevens is a Mason and an
Odd Fellow. He is a valued member of the
· Iowa State Medical Society, of the Cedar Valley
Medical Society and of the Black Hawk County
Medical Society, taking an active part in their
deliberations and discussions and contributing
to their literature. Politically, the Doctor is
a stanch Republican, and takes an active part
in promoting its principles. He is a mem_b er.
of the Republican State Central Committee
from the Third Congressional District of Iowa.
Dr. Stevens' fine apartments are well
equipped with modern appliances and
conveniences.

m

EORGE T. McNELLIS, one of the
leading young farmers of Lester
township, Black Hawk County,
where he owns 732 acres of land,
about 500 acres of which in section 29 is under
cultivation, was born in Lester township, May
23, 1875. He is a son of William and Mary
(Shillington) McN ellis.
William McNellis was born in County Donegal, Ireland, and his wife in the city of Belfast,
Ireland. The former came to America in 1861
and located in Ogle County, Illinois, where the
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latter also settled upon her arrival, in 1863.
They were married there, and Mr. McN ellis
continued to work there until 1873, when he
moved to Lester township, Black Hawk County,
Iowa, and bought 160 acres of land in section
21.
This was still the virgin soil, but he made
a number of improvements, and lived upon the
place for two years, when he moved to section
29, and secured a farm which was partially
improved. Here he lived and carried on genHis
eral farming until his death, in 1899.
wife died November 18, 1890.
Politically,
He was a
Mr. McN ellis was a Democrat.
quiet, peaceable man, who, while he held to his
own opinions, was willi.n&" that others should
do the same. Both he and his wife belonged
to the Methodist Episcopal Church.
George T. McNellis was the only child born
to his parents and he remained the prop and
stay of their old age. His mental training was
secured in the local schools, and in three years
of study in Waterloo. His life has been devoted to the intelligent management of his large
farm, and the breeding of first class cattle and
hogs. Mr. McN ellis uses modern methods and
owns modern machinery, and meets with the
success which attends careful and judicious
management. He does not operat~ all of his
large acreage himself, having a part of it under
rental. He is one of the township's largest
and most reliable cattle dealers, making a specialty of the raising of fine steers, of which he
keeps about 100 head on hand. In addition,
he usually has from 18 to 20 head of draft
horses, many fine cattle, and droves of PolandChina hogs. He is a scientific farmer, keeps

thoroughly posted on agricultural matters and
is justly considered one of the representative
farmers of his section.
On March 7, 1900, Mr. McNellis was united
in marriage with Mary Dunkerton, of Lester
township, and they have one son, Verne William. Mr. and Mrs. McN ellis are very popular
throughout Lester township, taking a prominent part in his social life. Mr. McNellis has
won regard on account of his interest in, and
liberal support of, local enterprises and improvements, and has a very wide circle of both
business and personal friends.

HARLES ELLIOTT, county superintendent of the schools of Black
Hawk County, Iowa, and a man of
State-wide reputation as a journalist,
was born in Spring Grove township, Green
County, Wisconsin, June 30, 1856. He is a
son of Rev. Alexander E. and Margaret (Hanawalt) Elliott.
Rev. Alexander E. Elliott was born in Ohio
and came to Iowa with his family in 1866.
For many years he was a minister in the Methodist Episcopal Church.
He died in 1884.
His wife was born in Pennsylvania, and became
the mother of seven children, of whom two
sons and two daughters survive.
Superintendent Elliott was IO years of age
when his parents moved to Iowa and settled
in the eastern part of the State. After acquiring a good common-school education,
Charles entered Cornell College at Mount Ver-
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non, where he continued several years. Immediately after leaving school, he entered a printing office and worked at the trade until he
learned every practical detail of the business.
After some years of newspaper work, he went
to Ohio, where he was engaged in teaching for
a time. He then returned to Iowa and took up
newspaper work at Garner, Hancock County,
working several years on the Hancock County·
Signal, which is now known as the Garner
Signal. During three years of his residence
there he ,Yas also connected with the postoffice.
Later, Mr. Elliott became editor and publisher of the Iowa Falls Sentinel. His newspaper work at Waterloo began in January,
1897, when he became a member of the reportorial staff of the Waterloo Daily Reporter.
His whole career has been of an educational
and literary character.
In November, 1903, he was elected, on the
Democratic ticket, county superintendent of
Black Hawk County, by a majority of 274
votes. As he is the first Democrat in 40 years
to be elected to this office in the county, and
as the Republican State ticket had a majority
of nearly 1,500, it is necessary to go outside of
politics to explain his success. It can be found
in eminent fitness and personal attributes.
Mr. Elliott was married in Garner, Iowa,
November 5, 1884, to Elizabeth Cassill, who
was born in Washington County, Iowa, and is
a daughter of P. W. and Elizabeth (Henderson) Cassill, residents of Garner. Mrs. Elliott is a lady of refinement and culture. She
was educated at Franklin College, New Athens,
Ohio, and serves as deputy county superinten-
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dent. The four children of Mr. and Mrs. Elliott are: Ethel, a student at Cornell College,
Mount Vernon, Iowa; Philip, Madge and Arthur. The family home is a beautiful residence
at No. 1007 Wellington street, a desirable West
Side situation. Mr. and Mrs. Elliott belong
to the Methodist Episcopal Church.

ENRY B. ALLEN, whose portrait accompanies this sketch, was born in
Lewis County, New York, May 8,
1833. He moved with his parents to
Watertown, New York, where 'he was educated
and then went to Lowville, Lewis County, New
YiOrk, and studied law with Judge Brown.
He traveled to Dubuque, Iowa, in the fall of
1855, and on March I, 1857, came to Waterloo, where on the I I th of August, 1857, he was
married to Mary C. Nowlin, who was born in
Dubuque, Iowa, in 1836. Two daughters and
one son were born to them.
Mr. Allen opened a law office in Waterloo
in 1857 on his arrival. He was a law partner
of Sylvester Bagg, who served many years as
district judge; also a law partner of Horace
Boies, and was one of the ablest and most successful lawyers that ever practiced in the courts
of the county. He was elected cashier of the
First National Bank in 1876 and a few years
later was made president, which position he
filled until his retirement from the bank in
1902. In 1881 he gave up the practice of the
law on account of his health and, in addition
to his banking and kindred pursuits, engaged

I
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in oreeding fine horses, in which as in nearly
everything else he was eminently successful.
He closed this business out in 1901. Two
years ago he moved to South Pasadena, California, where he now resides. He still retains
large property interests here. Mr. Allen has
been one of the most successful business men
the county has produced.

m

OMER HORATIO SEERLEY, A.
M., LL. D., president of the Iowa
State Normal School, at Cedar Falls,
is one of the most distinguished educators of the Middle West, and has filled his
present high office since 1887. Dr. Seerley
was born August 13, 1848, in Marion County,
Indiana, and is a son of Thomas and Louisa
A. (Smith) Seerley.
The father of Dr. Seerley was born near
Frederick, Maryland, and was a son of Nicholas J. Seerley, who was a soldier in the War of
1812.
Thomas Seerley, who was a farmer by occupation, removed from Maryland to Pennsylvania, thence to Indiana, and later, during
manhood, to _Illinois, going from there to Keokuk County, Iowa, in 1854. He married Louisa
A. Smith and they reared three childrenHomer H.; John J., of Burlington, Iowa; and
Frank N., of Springfield, Massachusetts.
The subject of this sketch attended school
in Stark County, Illinois, and later in Keokuk
County, Iowa, contending, in the pursuit of
higher education, with the experiences of the

early days of Iowa which, in his case as in
many others, have met ambitious youths at the
outset of their career. Every hindrance, however, was overcome, and for years the life of
Dr. Seerley has been one of so much honor and
distinction, that he stands easily in the forefront of the intellectual leaders of the State.
Making a choice of the profession of teaching,
he was granted a State life certificate, June 24,
1873, and from 1873 to 1874 served as High
School assistant, at Oskaloosa, Iowa. In 1873
he took the degree of Ph. B., in 1875, that of
B. D. and in 1876, that of A. M., at the State
University of Iowa. He spent thirteen busy and
useful years in Oskaloosa, being principal of
the High School from 1874 to 1875; and superintendent of the city schools from 1875 to
1886. In 1898, Penn College, Oskaloosa, Iowa,
conferred upon him the honorary degree of
Doctor of Laws, and the State University of
Iowa duplicated the same in 1901.
In 1886, Dr. Seerley came to Cedar Falls
and accepted the principalship of the Iowa State
Normal School, and its presidency in the following year. Other honors tendered him have
been many and of an enviable character, among
which we may mention the following: President of the Iowa State Teachers Association,
1884; member of the National Council of Education, 1891-1900; president of the Normal department, National Educational Association,
1898; and member of the committee on normal
schools, National Educational Association,
1895-99. Since 1886, he has been professor of
psychology and didactics at the Iowa State
Normal School. Dr. Seerley prizes highly the
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State diploma that he received January 1, 1886,
it being the first ever granted by the new board
of examiners.
In 1878, Dr. SeerleY, married Clara A.
Twaddle, who is a daughter of George Twaddle, and they have one son and two daughters
-Clement C., Esther L. and Helen C. Their
beautiful home is one of domestic comfort,
culture and refinement, and both the subject of
this sketch and his wife have many pleasant
social connections in the city. They are members of the Congregational Church. While not
a politician, Dr. Seerley is a zealous supporter
of the Republican party.

ACOB LEDDICK, a prominent farmer
and highly respected citizen of Lester
township, Black Hawk County, Iowa,
and the owner of a fine farm of So
acres in section 16, is also a veteran of the Civil
War. Mr. Leddick was born April 6, 1840,
at Ann Harbor, Michigan, and is a son of
Philip and Matilda (Bear) Leddick.
The parents of Jacob Leddick were born in
Holland. They were married in Michigan,
where they followed agricultural pursuits until
the death of the mother, in 1846. The father
died in Sheboygan County, Wisconsin, about
1853. They had eight children, namely: John,
deceased; Samuel, who died in Chicago in
1903; Charles B., a fruit grower in California;
Jacob; Lucinda, widow of James Fuller, of California; Rebecca A., wife of Henry Owen, of
Dunkerton, Iowa; Hannah, deceased; and
Katherine, of Oakland, California.
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The subject of this sketch was only a little
lad of nine years, when he was sent out into
the world to make his own living. One of a
large family, and bereft of his beloved mother,
there was no opening for him except as a helper
on the farm of his uncle, Jacob Bear, where he
worked for four years. Then he went to Jackson, Michigan, and there learned the blacksmith
trade, remaining three years. In April, 186o,
he came to Waterloo, in search of some easier
work than his trade, ill health preventing him
from working as a blacksmith. The open air
of farm life and teaming soon restored him
to a normal condition, and in 1863, when he
presented himself for enlistment for service in
the Union Army, he was gladly accepted by
the recruiting officer and became a member of
Company B, 4th! Reg., Iowa Vol. Cavalry.
From Waterloo he was sent to Davenport for
two weeks, and then the regiment was stationed
in the rear of Vicksburg, where he did duty
through one summer and the following winter,
participating in several engagements, among
them, those at Memphis, Tennessee, and Tupelo, Mississippi. At the latter battle Mr. Leddick was severely wounded in the left side, and
was first sent to the regimental hospital, and,
later, to the Memphis hospital, where he was incapacitated for a month. Just as soon as he
was able, he hastened back to his regiment at
Louisville, Kentucky, ready to join General
Sherman's army, when he was stricken with
smallpox. After suffering from this for two
months he was sent to Davenport, and in 1865
was honorably discharged.
On his return to Iowa he engaged in team-
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ing in Black Hawk County, and in farming and
threshing. In 1867 he bought a livery business at Waterloo, and operated the first omnibus line in the city. In 1868, with Myron
Smith and family, he went to California, and
soon secured work on a ranch near San Fr~ncisco. Later, he traveled all over the Pacific
States, spending 12 years in California, Utah
and Oregon, and then returned to Black Hawk
County, where he had many friends.
On January 20, 1878, in Black Hawk
County, Mr. Leddick was married to Kate Maddock, and, with his bride, went to Nevada,
where he worked on various ranches until
1883. In December of that year, he returned to
Black Hawk County and bought his present
farm of 80 acres, which was but slightly improved at that time. He made of this a valuable farm and a comfortable home and, in
spite of poor . health, successfully carried on
farming until a few years ago, when he retired from active work.
Mr. and Mrs. Leddick have two children:
Joseph P., a molder by trade, who lives at
Milwaukee, Wisconsin; and Mamie, who is the
wife of John Jenson, of Dunkerton, Iowa, and
has one child, Nellie. Politically, Mr. Leddick is a Democrat. He is well known and
much esteemed.

m

UGUST BURK, deceased, formerly a
prominent farmer and highly esteemed citizen of Bennington township, Black Hawk County, Iowa,
was born November 7, 1842, in Hessen Darm-

stadt, Germany, and was a son of Henry and
Mary (Paul) Burk.
Henry Burk came to America when his
son, August, was about 14 years of age. The
family located first at Freeport, Illinois, and
lived there from 1856 to 1867, when Mr. Burk
removed to Black Hawk County, Iowa. He
bought land in section 6, Bennington township,
on which he resided until his death, at the age
of 81 years. His widow died in Waterloo,
aged 93 years. They had three sons, namely:
John; deceased, who was a farmer in Bennington township; August, the subject of this
sketch; and Henry, who is a resident of Waterloo.
August Burk remained on the homestead
in Iowa but a short time, its uncultivated condition and unsettled surroundings not proving
attractive enough to make him willing to spend
his life here. Therefore he went to Carroll
County, Illinois, found employment at farming,
and remained there until 1870. In the spring
of that year he returned to Bennington township and remained with his parents for five
years. He then purchased 160 acres in section
19 and settled permanently. This was all wild
prairie land, and he first put up a small house
which served the family until 1885, when he
erected the present commodious and comfortable residence. In 1893, he built the great barn,
and continued to make improvements of a substantial character as long as he lived. The
land required hard work to put it into its present state of productiveness, but Mr. Burk was
a man of great industry, and thoroughly understood the principles of farming. He raised

.
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oats, corn and hay, but made dairying his main
business. After a useful, honorable life, he
died on his farm, September 17, 1895, mourned
by a large and devoted family, and lamented by
the whole neighborhood in which he was very
highly respected. Mr. Burk was township
clerk for many years and held other township
offices.
In 1863, Mr. Burk married Elizabeth Peters, who was born at Selenrode, Germany, and
is a daughter of Henry and Catherine (Deitz)
Peters, the former of whom died in Germany.
Mrs. Peters came to America in 1853, settled in
Carroll County, Illinois, and died in March,
1897, aged about 93 years. Mr. and Mrs. Peters had the following children : Anna, who is
the wife of Conrad Fink, of Bennington township; Conrad, who lives in Carroll County, Illinois; John, who died in Carroll County, Illinois; Henry, who lives in Carroll County, Illinois; Mary, who is married and lives in Carroll County, Illinois; Elizabeth, who is the
widow of August Burk, and an infant that died
in Germany.
The six children born to Mr. and Mrs. Burk
are as follows: Peter, who lives on the home
place; John Edward, a resident of Waterloo,
who married Emma Bauman, and has three
children-Louis, Edward K. J. and Matilda E.;
Albert, a farmer in Minnesota, who married
Anna Gross, and has six children-Lillie,
George, Alvin, Frederick, Lee and Wava; August, a farmer in Bennington township, who
married Callie Hartman, and has one childMargarie ; George, a farmer on the home place,
who married Theresa Geier, and has one child-

Florence R.; and Rosa, a very highly educated
and attractive young lady, who spent one year
at the Waterloo Commercial College, and was
married June 15, 1904, to John Kramer. The
family belong to the Evangelical Church, to
which Mr. Burk always gave a generous support.

ml

ILLIAM BOSWELL SMALL, M.
D. One of the leading physicians
and surgeons of Waterloo, Iowa,
and one who has gained celebrity
in treatment of diseases of the eye, ear, nose and
throat in particular, is Dr. William B. Small,
who was born July 9, 1862, in New Bedford,
Lawrence County, Pennsylvania, but whose
professional life has been mainly spent in Iowa.
Dr. Small is a son of William D. and Mary
Rosanna (Smith) Small.
The parents of Dr. Small were married
March 1, 1860. His father was accidentally
killed by a runaway horse on August 6, 1869,
leaving his widow with two children, our subj ect and an older sister, now Mrs. Albert Duff,
of Topeka, Kansas. In 1874, Mrs. Small married John Duff, and the family removed from
New Bedford to a farm in the vicinity of Aledo,
Illinois, where Mrs. Duff still resides.
Dr. Small enjoyed the advantages offered
by the common schools and grew up well acquainted with the practical duties of a farmer's
life. In the fall of 1879 he entered Aledo
Academy and ~ontinued his studies there during
the fall and winter terms until 1883, when he
was graduated with credit. Until ready to en-
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ter upon a college course at Jacksonville, Illinois, he engaged in teaching and began the
study of medicine, doing his reading in the
offices and under the supervision of Dr. David
Prince & Son, of Jacksonville, Illinois, and
of Drs. W. D. & A. L. Craig, of Aledo, Illinois. While reading medicine with Dr. Prince
& Son, he attended Illinois College, after which
he spent two years at the Miami Medical College (Cincinnati) and two years in the Northwestem University Medical School at Chicag-o,
where he was graduated April 29, 1890.
During one whole year, while in Chicago,
he was first assistant at the eye and ear department of the South Side Dispensary, having
decided to make a specialty of treating these
delicate organs. Since graduation, he has
taken post-graduate courses at the New York
Eye and Ear Infirmary; the Illinois Eye and
Ear Infirmary, at Chicago; and the Wills Eye
Hospital at Philadelphia. His well equipped
offices are in the Lamson Block, Waterloo.
Dr. Small belongs to many of the leading
medical associations of the country, being a
member of the Waterloo City Medical Society,
Black Hawk County Medical Society, Austin
Flint Cedar Valley Medical Society and Iowa
State Medical Association, of which he is treasurer. He belongs also to the rather exclusive
medical order, started by Dr. Frank C. Hoyt,
known as the Disciples of .lEsculapius, its object being the exclusion from medical ranks of
any practitioner whose questionable methods
bring reproach upon the profession, and to also
encourage a high standard of medical ethics.
On April 30, 1890, Dr. Small was married

at New Boston, Illinois, upon the day following his graduation from Northwestern University, to Florence L. Alyea, who is a daughter of Thomas E. and Sarah A. Alyea. Mrs.
Small is an educated lady, a graduate of the
literary and scientific departments of the New
Boston High School, and is a member of the
Chautauqua Circle and possessed of many accomplishments. In June, 1890, they located
in Waterloo. Both Dr. and Mrs. Small are active workers in Grace Methodist Episcopal
Church and he is secretary of its official board.
Fraternally, he belongs to several of the leading organizations, is a member of the blue
lodge, chapter and commandery in the Masonic
order; is a Knight of Pythias and a member of
the Royal Arcanum.

HARLE S W. ILLINGWORTH,
county treasurer of Black Hawk
County, Iowa, was born at Waterloo,
Iowa, in November, l 87 l, and is a
son of William L. and Catherine G. (Tulloch)
Illingworth.
William L. Illingworth, secretary of the
Waterloo & Cedar Falls Union Mill Company,
is a prominent citizen of Waterloo and one of
the most experienced grist-mill men in this part
of Iowa. His mill life dates from the age of
17 years, when he began to learn the milling
business in one of the old-time grist-mills at
Belvidere, Illinois, with its clumsy burr stones
and antiquated machinery. After gaining just
enough conception of the business to make him
desire more, he spent three years at Manchester,
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Iowa, and then went to Janesville, Iowa, coming
to Waterloo, Iowa, in the latter part of 1868.
His eight years at Janesville had been devoted
to practical milling, giving him excellent training for larger enterprises in this city. About
this time the Cedar Falls Mill Company was
organized, of which he became secretary. In
May 1873 the Union Mill Company of Waterloo was organized, of which Mr. Illingworth
has been secretary ever since. This business
was incorporated in June, 1901, taking in two
mills at Cedar Falls, with W. A. Dugane, of
Cedar Falls, president and W. L. Illingworth,
secretary.
The modern mills are very different structures from those in which Mr. Illingworth
learned the first details of the business. The
Waterloo mills have always had the reputation
of producing the best grades of flour in the
country, and this condition has been brought
about mainly through Mr. Illingworth's intimate knowledge of the best kinds of milling
machinery, as well as his ability in keeping in
close touch with every modern milling invention. In 1880, the roller process came first
into use, and by 1881 Mr. Illingworth had the
Union Mills equipped with the same. Prior
to this, however, he had installed much modern
machinery, as the result of a tour of inspection
and study through Minnesota, Wisconsin and
Illinois. A great fire destroyed the West Side
mill on December 29, 1901, but a fine brick
structure soon took its place, one which has
been made a model of mill building. The mills
are situated in both ·w aterloo and in Cedar

Falls and the capacity is about 600 barrels daily
in each city. In the Waterloo mills two grades
of flour are made,-"Clear Quill," a fancy
patent, and "Baker's Premium," a fancy
straight,-these being distributed mainly
through Iowa and Illinois. The product of
the Cedar Falls mills includes "Roller King"
and "World's Fair,"-fancy patents, and
"White Rose" and "Miner's Best," which are
straight grades,-distributed mainly in New
York and other seaboard States.
Mr. Illingworth has served the city as alderman of the Fourth Ward, and has the reputation of being a very public spirited man. He
is a director of the Perpetual Building & Loan
Association; Millers' Mutual Insurance Company; Commercial National Bank, and Board
of Trade. Mr. Illingworth's two children a_re
Mrs. B. S. Hillman, of Waterloo, and Charles
W., county treasurer of Black Hawk County.
Charles W. Illingworth was educated in the
public schools at Waterloo, and graduated with
the class of 1891. After a commercial course
at the Cedar Rapids Business College, he entered the Commercial National Bank, of Waterloo, as collector, and was subsequently made
assistant cashier. This position he held until
June, 1903, when he resigned it to accept the
duties of county treasurer, filling out the unexpired term of his predecessor. In the following fall he was elected treasurer, his fellow
citizens in this way showing their satisfaction
with his services. He is interested in various
business enterprises, and belongs to the Board
Fraternally, he is a Knight of
of Trade.
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Pythias.
On April 24, 1895, he married
Mabel C. Wyant, daughter of the late Henry
Wyant, of Waterloo.

l]

OHN F. RYAN. The death .of John
F. Ryan, on May 8, 1904, at his home,
No. l 3 l 5 Washington street, Cedar
Falls, Iowa, removed from the city
a valued citizen and a well known railroad official, the oldest agent but one on the B., C. R.
& N. Railway, now the C., R. I. & P. Railway.
Mr. Ryan was comparatively a young man, his
birth having occurred in June, 1850, at Augusta, Maine.
The subject 0£ this sketch was of Irish extraction. He accompanied his parents to Iowa
in 1854. His father, Mortimer Ryan, was for
years an extensive dealer in paints and oils
in Iowa City, and the youth was educated there
in the public schools and at the State University. His railroad career began in 1871, at
Morris, Iowa, on the B., C. R. & N. Railway,
and he served this company as agent for many
years, at Nora Springs, Marble Rock, Solon,
Colona, Riverside, Tipton and Emmettsburg,
spending five years at the last-named point, previous to settling at Cedar Falls. His health
failed one year prior to his decease, and he was
relieved from his duties as agent in Cedar Falls,
in order to spend some time in Colorado with
a view of gaining strength. The rest came too
late, however, tuberculosis having obtained too
strong a foothold to be banished, even by the
dry air of the mountains of Colorado. How-

ever, he returned to duty, and attempted to
serve as agent at Owatonna, Minnesota, but
shortly afterward returned to his home, which
he never again left.
On November 3, 1873, ~fr. Ryan was married to Josephine Johnson, who is a daughter
of William H. Johnson, of Floyd County,
Iowa. She still survives with the following
children : Mame, a teacher in the public
schools of Cedar Falls; Edward H., superintendent of terminals of the W. &. C. F. R. T.
Company; Genevieve; John; Robert and Agnes. Three are deceased, as follows: Charles
M., who died aged 22 years; William F., who
died at 20 years of age; and Teresa, who also
died at the age of 20 years.
Mr. Ryan was a man who commanded the
respect _of all who knew him. His faithful,
reliable services secured for him the confidence
of his superiors, by whom his death was
mourned as a personal loss. He was a thoroughly qualified railroad agent, and handled the
various details of the work with the intelligence
and fidelity which made him an almost invaluable part of the great system. As a citizen, he
was highly esteemed, and in the domestic circle
he was dearly beloved.
Mr. Ryan was a devout Catholic. The funeral services were of a very impressive character. They were held at St. Patrick's Catholic
Church, where Rev. Father Martin, of Osage,
assisted by Father Cooney, of Waterloo, celebrated mass, and Father Donlon delivered a
beautiful sermon. The remains were taken to
Iowa City, accompanied by many railroad officials and a number of bereaved friends.
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SAIAH VAN METRE was born in Fair- field County, Ohio, November 21,
1838. His father, John E. Van Metre,
was born in Berkeley County, Virginia,
May 4, 1786, and his mother, whose maiden
name was J osina Van Metre, was born in the
same county in 18o6, they being distantly related. Our subject's parents removed to Fairfield County, Ohio, in 1832, later moving to
Pickaway County. John E. Van Metre served
several terms in the Legislature of Ohio, and
was for a number of years on the
He was a Whig in politics and
bench.
campaigned with Tom Corwin and Tom
Ewing, notable men of the day, and told
many stories in later days illustrative of the dissimilarity of disposition of the two men who
were often guests at his house. Compaigning
in those days was done on horseback and was
accompanied by many hardships, yet had pleasant excitements and did not lack for jollity.
The family moved to Iowa in 1855 and
Isaiah Van Metre, a boy well along in his teens,
came with them. He and an older brother came
across country with two teams and 50 head of
shorthorn cattle and some extra horses. The
family proceeded by boat down the Ohio and
up the Mississippi to Muscatine and from
there by wagon to Cedar Rapids. The family
stayed for the winter in Cedar Rapids; the older boys went 24 miles west where land had
been purchased to get out timber for a house.
Isaiah, assisted by another boy, took care of
the stock on a 120 acre farm previously purchased, five miles south of Cedar Rapids.
In the spring he went with the · stock to

the Benton County farm and drove a team of
six yoke of oxen hitched to a breaking plow.
Late in the summer Isaiah entered the office of his brother, Ezra Van Metre, a lawyer
practicing in Cedar Rapids. In the fall his
brother died but he continued his studies in the
office of D. M. McIntosh and finished in the
law office of Col. I. M. Preston at Marion,
where he was admitted to the bar in 1858. He
went to the western part of the State in the
spring, but returned home in the fall and taught
a term of school. In the spring of 1859 he
went to Vinton, Benton County, and had a
half interest in the Benton County Democrat
during the most exciting political campaign in
the history of the State. Later selling out to
his partner, he taught a term of school in Iowa
County, got acquainted with some politicians,
took a half interest in the Marengo Democrat
and after a few months sold out and went to
school at Mount Vernon for a time, after which
he drifted over to Cedar Rapids where he remained until the Civil War broke out, when he
enlisted in Company K, 1st Reg., Iowa Vol.
Inf., for the three months service. He came
home when the three months were ended, well
run down, and was denied the privilege of continuing in the service for that reason, although
he was offered a commission to raise a company. He went to Leavensworth, Kansas, and
was again declared unfit for service, after which
he went to Colorado and in September was accepted as a recruit in the Independent Battery
He
of Colorado, under Captain McClain.
served until the end of the war, made a good record and was discharged at Fort Leavenworth,
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near the first of July, 1865. His war experi- eldest, a graduate of the State University of
ence was not materially different from that of Iowa at Iowa City, is a writer and newspaper
the general run of soldiers. He suffered hard- correspondent; Richard is in his senior year in_
ships, ran narrow escapes and experienced the medical department of the State University
many exciting adventures.
of Iowa; Ricker is in his junior year in the law
On his return home, he divided his time be- department of the University of Minnesota;
tween the law and newspaper work for two Virginia graduated from the East Waterloo
years and then went to the mountains in search High School in June, 1903; while Horace and
of gold and a fortune; but both eluded him and Maurice (twins), aged nine years, are makhe came home and spent the winter and fol- ing things lively about home and around the
lowing summer. That fall (1869) fortune neighborhood.
smiled on him. He got a school near State
Isaiah Van Metre has always been a DemCenter, Marshall County, where he made the ocrat. Although his father was a Whig and
acquaintance of Miss Eleanor Isabel Thomp- he was nurtured on Whig doctrines from early
son, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William boyhood, reading the Ohio State Journal, the
Thompson. That was his good luck. He went Cincinnati Gazette and the New York Tribune,
to Humboldt County and bought the Hum- including Horace Greeley's series of protecboldt County Independent, and on December tionist articles, and nothing on the other side,
25, 1872, he went back to Marshall County yet he could never harmonize the doctrine of
and married Miss Thompson. They lived in protection for protection's sake with a free field
Dakota City, Humboldt County, until the for all and special privileges to none. He has
spring of 1877, when he disposed of the Inde- always believed that a tariff for revenue only
pendent and purchased a half interset in the is the correct principle, and is of the opinion
Cedar Falls Recorder. He remained with that that it would have been of immeasurable adpaper until the fall of 1879 when he removed vantage to the country if our industries had
to Waterloo and in connection with J. H. Wil- been permitted to develop naturally with su~h
son started the Cedar Valley Tribune. He re- incidental protection as a tariff for revenue
mained with this paper ( afterward the Water- would afford, and that we would have been
loo Tribune) until May 2, 1901, when he sold saved the menace to our institutions which the
it to a company. For the last 17 years, he was trusts, fostered, sheltered and built up by proowner and editor of the Tribune.
tection, present.
Ten children were born to Mr. and Mrs.
His paper, the Humboldt County Inde.Van Metre--six boys and four girls. Three pendent, was the only paper in the State of
died in infancy and a little girl, Alice Ruth, any political faith that indorsed Grant's veto
died just two and a half years ago, aged 11 of the $300,000,000 greenback inflation bill,
years. Six children are living. Margaret, the passed by the Congress of 1873. His paper,
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the Cedar Falls Recorder, was the only paper
in the State that condemned the action of Secretary of the Treasury John Sherman, in suspending the retirement of the greenbacks in
1878. He was one of the first if not the first
man in the State to, advocate the single gold
standard; in 1896 he supported Palmer for
President against Bryan and "16 to 1." His
portrait is given elsewhere in this work.

D

HENRY WIDDEL, proprietor of
the well known "Maple Grove Stock
Farm," a tract of 330 acres situated
in sections 12, 1 and 2, Spring Creek
township, Black Hawk County, was born February 2, 1850, in Hanover, Germany, and is a
son of Henry and Louisa (Myers) Widdel.
Henry Widdel was born in Hanover, Germany, in June, 1819, and died in Bennington
township, Black Hawk County, in March, 1896.
His trade was that of weaving, but after coming to America, in 1854, he followed farming.
His first purchase in Iowa was one of 80 acres,
to which he added until he had about 500 acres.
He was a typical Ger~an, honest, industrious
and provident and thoroughly devoted to his
home and family. It gave his pleasure to be
able to assist his children to a start in life, and
to teach them those principles and habits which
would promote their future success. He is
remembered by his family with feelings of affection and respect. He was a worthy member of the Lutheran Church. He married
i
Louisa Myers, who was born in June, 1826,

in Hanover, and still survives, residing with a
son in Bennington township. Henry Widdel and
wife had seven children, as follows: F. Henry;
Christopher, of Palo Alto County, Iowa; Louisa
(Mrs. Manning), of Kossuth County, Iowa;
John, of Bennington township; William, who
is in the creamery business in Black Hawk
County; August, of Bennington township; and
Sophia ( Mrs. Fink), of Bennington township.
F. Henry Widdel was but four years old
when his parents set sail from Bremen for
New York, so he can scarcely recall the events
of the long voyage, and of the trip before settlement was made in Du Page County, I11inois, where the family lived about 12 years.
Since about 1866 his home has continued to
be in Black Hawk County, where he has followed farming. In 1902, he came to his present farm of 330 acres in sections 12, 1 and 2,
Spring Creek township. This is essentially a
stock farm and Mr. Widdel keeps 75 head of
cattle, 15 head of horses and 175 head of hogs,
all of excellent grade and kept under the best
conditions. Mr. Widdel is a first-class farmer, as may be judged by his large crops, productive orchards and the general appearance
of thrift which pervades every part of his property. His average annual yield is generally in
excess of that of any of his neighbors. He devotes 100 acres to corn, 50 acres to oats and
wheat, and the rest to hay and pasturage, except 20 acres in timber. The commodious home
of Mr. Widdel is a pleasant feature_in the landscape, and its background is an orchard of 50
apple trees and 50 plum trees.
In 1880 Mr. Widdel married Hannah By-
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vauh, a native of Illinois, who died in 1899,
aged 45 years, leaving five children, as follows:
Albert, Lena, Bernhard, Mabel and Reuben.
Mr. Widdel married a second wife, in the person of Mrs. Emma (Buttke) Schroeder, who
was born August 27, 1858. She had a family
of seven children by her previous marriage.
Mr. Widdel has always been an active Republican in politics. He ·has served the township for many years as school director, and is
the present very satisfactory trustee. He is
highly respected by all who know him, and
warmly esteemed by hosts of friends who recognize his sterling virtues. He is one of the
leading members of the Lutheran Church, is a
good neighbor, quiet and peaceable, and a citizen of true worth.

l]

AMES HENRY POYNER, one of the
prominent and successful agriculturists of Black Hawk County, Iowa,
who owns a very large body of land
in Poyner township, 1 IO acres in sections 25,
26 and 30, and mo acres in section 36, belongs
to one of the old pioneer families of this section. He was born in Linn County, Iowa,
February 4, 1852, and is a son of James and
. Sarah (Scott) Poyner, and a grandson of Rev.
Nathan and Nancy (Johnson) Poyner.
Rev. Nathan Poyner, who was a Baptist
minister, was born in North Carolina and was a
son of Peter Poyner, also of American birth.
Nathan moved from his native State to Georgia and thence to Preble County, Ohio1 where

·.

he married Nancy Johnson, who was a native
of that State, of Irish extraction. She died in
Black Hawk County and hers was the first
body interred in Raymond Cemetery. They
moved to Black Hawk county in 1852, and
she died two years later.
James Poyner first located with his wife in
Linn County. In 1856 they came to Black
Hawk County and settled in what is now Poyner township. He bought land in this township and also entered some, and at one time
his homestead consisted of over 400 acres. He
also owned other tracts which he gave to his
children. He was extensively engaged in farming operations up to .l 894, when he removed
to Raymond and retired from active work.
He still owns the home place of 400 acres, and
his wife owns 80 acres at Raymond. During
his active life he participated in the affairs of
the township and served in many of its offices. He has always been a Democrat. Both
he and his wife are members of the Methodist
Episcopal Church. On October 5, 1848, he
was married to Sarah Scott, who was born
July 2, 1831, in Boone County, Indiana, and
is a daughter of James and Mary (Wisehart)
Scott. James Scott moved in early manhood
from Ohio to Indiana, where he married Mary
Wisehart, who was of German descent. She
died in Linn County, Iowa, aged 42 years, and
he survived until 1895. James Poyner and his
wife had IO children: .Mary E. (Teeter),
born August 8, 1849, who lives in Mound City,
Kansas; James Henry; our subject; Sarah E.,
born March 22, 1853, . deceased March 19,
1858; Frances, born September 12, 1854, de-
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ceased March 12, 1858; Martin, born October
27, 1856, who lives in Anderson County, Kansas; John T., born March 30, 1E58, who lives
in Kansas ; Cinderella, born January 12, 1862,
deceased March 28, 1862; Nancy Jane (McChane), born June 18, 1863, who lives in La
Porte City, Iowa; Boone, born March 24,
1867, who lives in Poyner township, Black
Ha wk County; and Seymour, born June 1 7,
1869, who is engaged in farming on the homestead.
James Henry Poyner grew up in Poyne1
township, which was named for his grandfather. He attended the district schools and
assisted in carrying on the work on the home
farm until he was 29 years of age, and ready
to establish a home of his own. A few months
after his marriage, he located on his present
home farm in Poyner township, which, with a
few other improvements, had a small house.
This sufficed until the succeeding fall, when
Mr. Poyner built his present comfortable and
commodius residence, and in 1902 he erected
the excellent barn and made other improvements. He has about 150 acres under cultivation, raising oats, corn and hay, and devoting some attention to dairying, and a great deal
to stock raising. His stock and cattle are of
the very best, Mr. Poyner believing it a waste
of time to raise any other kind. His horses
are mainly for draft purposes, and he deems
the Poland-China hogs the most prolific and
healthiest. Having been concerned with the
practical questions of farming since boyhood,
he is an authority on agricultural matters and
takes pleasure in his profession.
21
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On October 20, 1880, Mr. Poyner was married to Olive A. Dixon, who was born in Poyner township, and is a daughter of Luman and
Melinda (Winsitt) Dixon, the former being
a native of Ohio and the latter, of Indiana.
They came to Black Hawk County in 1849,
where they were married and have been engaged in farming ever since. Mr. and Mrs.
Dixon had four children-Alice A., Olive A.,
and George L. and M. Lettie (twins). Mr.
and Mrs. Poyner have five children-Glen D.,
Lulu May, Winona, Fyrol W. and Alta Beulah.
The family attend the Methodist Episcopal
Church. They are most highly esteemed residents of Poyner township.

m

EV. JOHN E. BAKER, a noted biblicist and retired clergyman of the
Methodist Episcopal Church, of Waterloo, Iowa, whose portrait accompanies this sketch, was born December 6, 1831,
in Columbia County, New York. He is a son
of RJichard and Katherine (Vosburg) Baker.
The Baker family is one of the old established ones of the Empire State, where both
parents of Rev. Mr. Baker were born. The
father followed the trade of carpenter and had
developed into an architect and contractor,
with, excellent prospects for the future, which
were neyer realized, as he died at the early age
of 28 years. His widow survived for a long
period, finally passing away in 1900, at the
home of our subject, aged 89 years, two months
and 15 days. They had four children-two
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daughters who died in infancy; and two sons.
The subject of this sketch has one brother,
Milton Baker, who is connected with the Trenton (New Jersey) Gas Light Company as collector and solicitor. Milton Baker married
Henrietta Boozer and they have three sons:
William, who is manager of the California
Borax Company, in New York City; Fenimore, who is president of the Thompson Chemical Company of Baltimore, Maryland; and
John E., who is manager of a large boot and
shoe house in New York.
R'ev. Mr. Baker received his preparatory
education in the public schools of Columbia
County and in 1850 attended Starkey Seminary, and in 1852-53, Amenia Seminary, in
Dutchess County, New York. After completing his seminary course he began teaching,
first in the State of New York and later in New
Jersey, and in March, 1854, was licensed to
preach. The conference sent him to his first
charge, as a supply to Mount Zion Church in
the Newark Conference and he remained one
year. He still continued teaching and remained in Somerset County, New Jersey, until
the spring of 1857, when he moved to Waukesha County, .Wisconsin. In that fall he was
admitted to the vVisconsin Conference of the
Methodist Episcopal Church at its session in
Milwaukee and successfully passed through
his conference studies and was ordained a deacon in the spring of 1859, at Sheboygan Falls,
by Bishop 0. C. Baker, of VVisconsin. In the
fall of 1860 he was ordained elder by Bishop
Scott and continued in his ministerial duties
until the fall of 1863, when his health failed.

For the succeeding three yeas he remained an
invalid.
On October 25, 1865, Rev. Mr. Baker settled in Waterloo, Iowa, and in the following
year bought 40 acres of land in Poyner township, Black Hawk County, the nucleus of his
present estate of 320 acres in Iowa and 640
In the fall of 1866
acres in Dakota.
he accepted conference work as supply
to the Buckingham Church in the Vint<;m Dlistrict, v.:lhere he remained until
1868. He then removed his membership from
\Visconsin to Iowa, joining the Upper Iowa
Conference, and was stationed in Marshall
County first, and then at Shellsburg, Benton
County, and then at Geneva and Grundy Center. He remained at the last mentioned place
from 1871 to 1873. In the meantime a large
family had been growing up about him and in
their interest he decided to retire from ministerial work and cultivate his farm. He continued in farm work until 1889, when, after
a great family bereavement, lie decided to
again take up the work that a sense of family
responsibility had induced him ~o suspend.
Thus in 1890 he resumed relations with his
conference and in the fall of the year was sent
to Walker, Linn County, Iowa·, where he remained two years. He spent one year at Oasis,
Johnson County, and in the fall of 1893 took
up the work in St. Ansgar, Mitchell County,
where he remained unti{ 1896, when be was
placed upon the superannuated list. Since then
he has resided at his pleasant home on Independence avenue, Waterloo. He has prospered
materially during this long period, and as
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stated above owns considerable farming property in Iowa and Dakota, besides his home in
V/aterloo.
In 1855 Rev. Mr. Baker was married to
Rebecca Robbins, who is a daughter of An-.
drew and Lucretia (Conover) Robbins,
of Somerset County, New Jersey. To them
have been born ro children, namely: Mary,
who married F. H. Campbell and has two children-Estelle, wife of William Cuthbertson,
and Francis; Cathetia, who married A. B. Hallowell of West Waterloo and has two children-Clifford Rhy and Mavorette; Charlotte
R., deceased in 1899, who was the wife of William J. Ladd, of Traer, Iowa; Richard C., a
practicing physician of Oelwein, Iowa, who
married N~ttie Lee and has one child-Merle;
Louise, who is engaged in teaching in Texas J
Isabelle M., who married F. H. Perry and has
three children-Mildred, Edwin N. and Isabella; Rebecca C., who is a stenographer and
bookkeeper; Edwin U., a very promising young
man who was killed by the kick of a horse
in 1889; Charles M., who married Nellie Cass,
of Independence, Iowa, and has one childHarold; and Esther A., who has been a teacher
in the Lowell school for the past five years.
Mr. Baker has been much blessed in his
ministerial work. He has always been a student and has collected a very valuable library
of works on the Bible. The study of this sacred Book has been constant and his knowledge of its pages is complete. There are few
exigencies of life for which he can not find
counsel and comfort within its covers. vVhile
never a politician, he has always taken a deep
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interest 111 public matters and recalls with
pleasure the first presidential vote he cast for
the great "Pathfinder," J olm C. Fremont. His
~ympathy has ever since been with the Republican party. Rev. Mr. Baker is well known over
a wide extent of the county and has hosts of
warm personal friends, who respect his calling and admire and love hiin as a man.

[I

MMONS JOHNSON, president of the
Leavitt & Johnson Trust Company,
of the Waterloo Savings Bank, and of
the First National Bank of Waverly,
is one of the well known bankers of Iowa.
Mr. Johnson was born January 23, 1835,
at Ellicottville, New Yark, received his educational training in the district schools and in
academies at Springville and Fredonia, New
York, and attended one term at Brown Univeristy, Providence, Rhode Island.
In July, 1860, he came to Waterloo, where
he has since resided almost continuously. During the first years he was engaged in the grain
and lumber business and, in connection with
C. A. Farwell, built the first grain elevator
erected in Waterloo. He was also engaged in
the grain business at Independence, Iowa,
where he made his home for a few months,
owning the first elevator in that city. Mr,
Johnson was also engaged for one year in the
grain commission business in Chicago and was
a member of the Chicago Board of Tracie, having his family and home in Evanston.
In 1864 he established the first bank in
Bremer County, Iowa, at Waverly, o~;vning it
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until 1870, when he sold out to a stock company and returned to Waterloo, to enter the
partnership of Leavitt, Johnson & Lusch, private bankers. In 1876 the firm became Leavitt
& Johnson and so continued until 1898, when it
was organized into The Leavitt & Johnson National Bank. Although this institution still
bears his name, Mr. Johnson is not a stockholder in it. In 1902, Mr. Johnson organized
The vVaterloo Savings Bank, owning twothirds of the stock.
In 1901, The Leavitt & Johnson Trust Company was organized to conduct the farm loan
part of the business which had formerly been
clone by the banking firm of Leavitt & Johnson, and to this Emmons Johnson has since
devoted his time. In 1898 he purchased Mr.
Leavitt's entire interest in The Leavitt & Johnson Trust Company. Under his judicious
management, the affairs of the company are in
excellent condition, and the volume of business
has increased.
The company has probably
the largest farm loan business in the State, extending into most of the counties of Northwestern Iowa.
In 1903 Mr. Johnson purchased $64,000
of the $100,000 of capital stock in the First
National Bank of Waverly, which had succeeded to the business which he had established in that city years before.
Mr. Johnson is the holder of considerable
real estate in Waterloo, and is greatly interested
in the welfare of the community; he has always
been a liberal supporter of every public enterprise-both with time and with money-and
takes great pride in the progress of the city.

.

On October 27, 1859, Mr. Johnson was
united in marriage to Lucy Leland, of Morrisville, New York. She was the mother of six
children, as follows: Elbert Leland, now vicepresident of The Leavitt & Johnson Trust
Company, and also vice-president of the Commercial National Bank, of Waterloo, Iowa;
Lewis E., engineer for the bridge and construction department of the Pennsylvania _Steel
Company; Allen J., who died, aged 18 months;
Marion L., wife of J. D. Easton, president of
the Iowa State Bank; Walter E., vice-president
of the Waterloo Savings Bank and treasurer of
The Leavitt & Johnson Trust Company; and
Alice Lucy, an art student, at present in Europe.
Mrs. Johnson, the mother, died in February,
1892. Mr. Johnson was again married m
March, 1895, to Mrs. Ella H. C. Kellogg, of
Rochester, New York.
Socially, Mr. Johnson is a Mason; religiously, he is a Congregationalist, and politically, a
Republican. During Mr. Johnson's residence
in Waverly, he was elected a member of the
Iowa State Senate, which position he resigned
on his removal to Waterloo in 1871.

I]

AMES M. ROWND, one of the prominent citizens and large land owners
of Waterloo township, Black Hawk
County, Iowa, whose 305 acres are
situated in sections 18 and 19, was born in
Summerfield, Noble County, Ohio, February
13, 1832, and is a son of Samuel H. and Eliza.
(Philpot) Rownd.
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Samuel H. Rownd was born in Pennsyl- ·
vania, and was a son of James M. Rownd, a
native of Maryland. The latter moved his
family to Barnesville, Ohio, when his son Sam1
uel H. was a child, and there the latter grew
to manhood and learned the trade of a tanner
and currier. Later he moved to Summerfield,
Ohio, where he purchased land a1{d carried on
tanning, harness making and shoemaking until
1859, when he came to Black Hawk County,
and located at Cedar Falls. He both entered
and purchased land in Waterloo and Cedar Falls
townships. His death occurred in 1880, at the
age of almost 72 years. His wife was born in
Ohio and <lied in Iowa, in 1890, aged 81 years.
Their children were as follows: Maria N.,
who died, aged 12 years; James M.; William
P., who was drowned at the age of 18 months;
William H.; Martha M., who died, young;
Samuel H.; Charies A.; Edward B., deceased;
and Sarah E., wife of John Barry.
Samuel H. Rownd and his wife were consistent members of the Methodist Episcopal
Church. Politically, a Whig in early days, Mr.
Rownd later became a strong Republican, and
even an abolitionist, and promoted the efficacy
of the "Underground Railway."
James M. Rownd was one of the pioneer
settlers, with his father, in Waterloo township.
They came to this locality in 1852, when the
present thriving city was only in the hopes and
dreams of the prospectors, who found natural
conditions here not so favorable, for not yet
had one home been established in Waterloo, and
there was not a single house between Cedar
Falls and Independence. Here Mr. Rownd's
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father entered and purchased 3,100 acres of
land, and was the largest land owner in the
county. Much of this was purchased on warrants of the War of 1812, at 87 1-2 cents an
acre, the tract lying east of the Iowa State ·
N onnal School, being a portion of this land.
After Mr. Rownd attained his majority, he
looked after his father's interests, and purchased other tracts. He had learned the saddle and harness business, and worked at that
until he was 22 years of age. He made the
first saddle and set of harness manufactured in
Black Hawk County. Later he turned his attention to farming,' and has since devoted his
li.fe mainly to that occupation.
On September 20, 1854, Mr. Rownd was
married to N arcissa Osborn, who was born in
the North of Ireland, and is a daughter of vVilliam and Sarah (O'Neill) Osborn. The four
children born to this unjon were: Lillie; an
infant son, deceased; Ida; and Emma. The
beloved mother of these children passed away
May 20, 1900.
Politically, Mr. Rownd is a Republican and
cast his first presidential vote for Gen. John C.
Fremont. He has taken part in all important
township movements, and has frequently filled
local offices. While not a member of any religious organization, he has lived a moral life,
and supports and gives his influence to religious and educational movements which promise
to be beneficial to the community. Remarkably
well preserved in mind and body, Mr. Rownd
attributes much of this virility to his quiet,
temperate life. Since he has lived in Black
Hawk County, his shadow has never darkened
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the door of a saloon, nor does he indulge in
tobacco in any form. He is a man of upright
life, who well represents the very best citizenship of this section, and is widely known and
eyerywhere respected.

m

ON. BENJAMIN E. EBERHART,
now serving his third consecutive
term as mayor of La Porte City,
Iowa, is a prominent citizen of Black
Hawk County, whose long and patriotic services, during the Civil War, of themselves entitle him to the esteem and admiration of his
fellow citizens. His birth took place June IO,
18-1-4, in Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania,
and he is a son of Rev. Albert G. and Eliza
(Evans) Eberhart.
Rev. Albert G. Eberhart was born October
8, 1810, at New Geneva, Pennsylvania, and was
a son of Adolphus Eberhart, who served
through the Revolutionary War. From his
day the family has been one distinguished for
Benjamin E. Eberhart, his
its patriotism.
father and four brothers, having served through
the Civil War, and a nephew having served as
a member of the Signal Corps in Cuba, during
the Spanish-American \Var. Adolphus Eberhart established the first glass works in the
United States, west of the Allegheny Mountains. Prior to entering the Baptist ministry,
Albert G. Eberhart worked in the glass factory. In 1857 he removed to Waterloo, Iowa,
having filled charges at various points in Pennsylvania, at Rock Island and Moline, Illinois,

and at Muscatine and Cedar Rapids, Iowa. He
organized the First Baptist Church at the last
mentioned place, in 1860. He served as chaplain of the 12th Regiment, Iowa Vol. Inf., during the Civil War. After the battle of Shiloh,
he resigned on account of his health, resumed
his church connection and preached until his
failing faculties made cessation necessary. His
death took place May 22, 1881, and he was
interred at vVaterloo.
On January 14, 1833, Rev. Mr. Eberhart
was united in marriage with Eliza Evans, who
was born May 1, 1815, in Fayette County,
at
She died 111 1897,
Pennsylvania.
Cedar Rapids, Iowa, and was buried by
the side of her husband at Waterloo.
The six children of this marriage \\·ere
Gustavus ;\., George E .,
as follows:
John S., Benjamin E., Lloyd, F. ancl
Alwilda. Gustavus A. served two years as 2nd
lieutenant in the Third Regiment, Iowa Vol.
Inf., was promoted to be major of the 32nd
Regiment, Iowa Vol. Inf., and at the close of
the war held the rank of colonel. Prior to the
war he was deputy county clerk of Black Hawk
County, and was county clerk for eight years
after the war. He is now a prominent citizen
of Des Moines, a civil engineer, and for four
years has been a member of the Board of Public Works. George E. was for many years a
resident of Cedar Falls, but now lives in Idaho.
He served for three years of the Civil \Var in
Company I, Third Regiment, Iowa Vol. Inf.,
reenlisted; he was taken prisoner at the battle
of Atlanta, was incarcerated at Andersonville
for two months, and after exchange served un-
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ti! the close of the war. John S. was born
February 8, 1841, and died June 3, 1894. For
23 consecutive years he was a merchant at La
Porte City, and a worthy member of the Baptist Church. He served until the close of the
Civil War, in Company A, 20th Reg., Iowa
Vol. Inf., having enlisted in 1862. Lloyd F.,
born in 1847, was drum major of the 32nd
Regiment, Iowa Vol. Inf., and is now engaged
in the commission business in Milwaukee. Alwilda is a music teacher at Cedar Rapids.
The subject of this sketch, the fourth member of the family, accompanied his parents to
Rock Island County, Illinois, in 1850 and to
\Vaterloo, Iowa, in 1857, where he remained until 1860, and then went to Cedar Rapids. His
school advantages had been those afforded in the
places where the pastoral duties of his father
had located the family. At the outbreak of
the Civil War, he found himself a member of
as loyal a family as the Stars and Stripes ever
protected, and on April 24, 1861, he became a
soldier in Campany K , First Reg. , Iowa 'vol.
Inf., which was commanded by Capt. T. Z.
Cook. It was sent to Keokuk, thence to Hannibal, Missouri, and on to Macon and Boonville
and was there made a part of General Lyon's
army. The regiment was encamped for a time
near Spring-field, Missouri, and the army
was there increased by the coming of the
forces of Generals Sigel and Schofield. Soon
afterward the regiment to which Mayor Eberhart belonged was engaged in a skirmish at
Dug Springs, and later, at McCullagh, the
latter taking place on the Fourth of July; the
day was so hot that 5 I men experienced stin-
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stroke. The death of General Lyon, at \Vilson's Creek, on August 10, 1861, placed General Sigel in command, and in this month, Mr.
Eberhart was honorably discharged, at St.
Louis, his first term of enlistement having been
completed. The young soldier, however, had
no intention of remaining an onlooker in the
further stirring events of the time, and on October 17, 1861, Capt. E. Haddock, of Waterloo, commanding Company E, 12th Reg., Iowa
Vol. Inf., at Cedar Rapids, received by mail information of the enlistment of Mr. Eberhart,
whose father at that time was chaplain of the
regiment.
From its encampment at Dubuque, the 12th
Regiment moved to Benton Barracks and from
there went into General Grant's command, and
took an honorable part in the fighting at Fort
Henry, the capture of Fort Donelson. and the
struggle at Pittsburg Landing, otherwise
known as Shiloh. On this last mentioned memorable field, Mr. Eberhart was most seriously
and dangerously wounded, which resulted in
the total loss of an eye, the surgical operation
being performed at the military hospital in St.
Louis. As a grewsome relic, Mayor Eberhart
possesses a canister ball, one inch in diameter,
weighing three and a half ounces, which was
extracted from his head. In a surprisingly
short time after being honorably discharged,
Mr. Eberhart again returned to the ranks, enlisting in Company H, Sixth Reg., Iowa Vol.
Cav., under Capt J. J. Marsh and Colonel Wilson. This command was sent to Dakota, under
General Sully, and proved its quality in the
battles ,Yith the Indians at White Stone Hill
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and Falling Springs. At the former place,
when Capt. Jeptha Van Meter was hit in the
face with an arrow, Mr. Eberhart was one of
those who hastened to his aid and withdrew
the weapon from the wound. For the two succeeding years (1864 and 1865) Mr. Eberhart
remained in the far vV est, taking part in the
almost continuous skirmishing, and finally was
transferred to the battery commanded by Captain Pope, of General Sully's staff. In October, 1865, the command went to Davenport,
Iowa, where it was discharged.
Mr. Eberhart's record, from beginning to end, is one
which reflects only credit upon him, and few
defenders of the flag gave more faithful service
or bravely bore more serious injury.
After the close of his service, he returned to
his father's home at Cedar Falls. Shortly after, he went into the railroad service, and in
1871 was appointed mail agent on the B. C. R.
& N. Railway, now a part of the Rock Island
system. He soon secured a better position as
head clerk on the Illinois Central between Chi, cago and Dubuque. Subsequently he became
head day clerk on the Northwestern road between Chicago and Cedar Rapids, continuing
to fill this position until he resigned it in I 879
in order to embark in a grain business at La
Porte City, where he conducted a grain and
grocery business until 1881. In 1886 he was
appointed sergeant-at-arms of the Senate in
the 21st General Assembly, and held this of-fice
during the Brown impeachment trial, the only
case of the kind ever brought up in the State
Legislature. He was presented by the Senate
with a fine badge of great value, and is the only

incumbent of that office ever so honored. He
was then appointed quartermaster of the Iowa
Soldiers' Home, and held the position until his
resignation, July 25, 1895, when he accepted a
position with the Herrick Refrigerator & Cold
Storage Company, at Waterloo. He remained
with this company for five years in the capacity of traveling salesman, living at Marshalltown, Iowa, until 1898, when he removed to
La Porte City, where he has been an honored
resident ever since.
In 1900, he was elected a member of the
Board of County Supervisors from the fifth district, and served a period of three years, being
its chairman during the last year. He has filled
other minor offices and was elected a justice 9f
the peace, but refused to qualify. In May,
1900, he was appointed mayor, to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of John Waterson, and so excellent was his administrative
ability, that he has been retained in this responsible position by his admiring fellow citizens to the present time.
Mr. Eberhart was married December 22,
1874, to Clara E. Stebbins, who was born May
I I, 1854, at Medina, Ohio, and is a daughter
of John R. and Sa'r ah A. (Beal) Stebbins, the
former a native of Ohio, and the latter, of New
York. The three children of this union were :
Florence, born June 17, 1878, who is stenographer and bookkeeper for the Willard-Eastman Lumber Company, at Waterloo; Harry G.,
who was born June 9, 1881, and died at Marshalltown, Iowa, of typhoid fever, July 27,
1896; and Faye, born February 23, 1883, who
is employed in the telephone office.
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In politics, Mayor Eberhart is a stanch Republican. Fraternally, he is prominent in the
higher branches of Masonry, being a master
of Trowel Lodge, No. 216, A. F. & A. M.,
of La Porte City; Tabernacle Chapter, R. A.
M., of ·w aterloo; Ascalon Commandery, No.
25, K. T., of Waterloo; and El Kahir Temple,
Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, of Cedar Rapids,
Iowa. He is a Modern vVoodman of America
ancl at one time was State commander of the
military order of Our Country's Defenders,
an organization which was later merged into
the Grand Army of the Republic. It is a matter of interest that the united terms of service in the Civil War of Rev. A. G. Eberhart
ancl his loyal sons aggregated 17 'years; although they participated in more than 50 battles. our subject was the only one to be seriously injured.

m

ENJAMIN BROADBENT, a retired
farmer residing at Dunkerton, is one
of the most prosperous and influential
citizens of Black Hawk County, Iowa.
He was born at Hibaldstow, Lincolnshire,
England, September l 3, 1837, and is a son of
Enoch and Elizabeth (Enderbee) Broadbent,
both natives of England.
Enoch Broadbent spent his entire life in
England, where he followed the occupation of
farming and carpentering. Mr. and Mrs.
Broadbent were the parents of four children,
namely: Sarah, Mary, Jane and Benjamin.
Benjamin Broadbent attended a subscription school in England until he reached the age
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of l l years, when he went to work on a farm.
He was employed by the month on various
farms until he was 20 years of age. Having
heard about America, he was anxious to visit
this country, and accordingly, in May, 1860,
he took passage on the sailing vessel, "American Union" for America, and was 29 days on
the voyage, landing at Castle Garden, New
York. Mr. Broadbent then went to Depeyster,
New York, and worked there for several
He then removed to St. Joseph,
months.
Michigan, and worked in different parts of
that State for five years, when he came to
Black Hawk County. Mr. Broadbent first located in Mount Vernon to,Ynship, where he remained for some time, and then removed to
Bennington township, and purchased 80 acres
of lad. He met with such sucess in the cultivation of that place, which was then but wild
prairie, that he purchased adjoining property
until he had 200 acres of valuable property.
Upon coming to this property Mr. Broadbent
erected a log house and a straw stable, and began what has proved to be 3: most successful
career at farming. He remained on that farm
until l 893, when he retired and moved to Janesville, Iowa, where he lived for five years. He
then spent two years on the farm, after which
he removed to Dunkerton, where he has since
resided. Mr. Broadbent is a member of the
Democratic party, and has held township offices.
The subject of this sketch was married at
vVaverly, Iowa, to Mrs. Eliza Jane Sears, who
was born January 9, 1828, in Miami County,
Indiana, and is a daughter of David and Char-
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latte (Short) Marquis, the former a native of
Pennsylvania, and the latter of Massachusetts.
Mr. Marquis was engaged in farming in Miami
County, Indiana, and was twice united in marriage. His first wife had two children, namely:
Eliza Jane and Samuel. His second marriage
was to Elizabeth Tracy, of Kentucky, and
three children were born to them: William and
John, of vVaterloo, Iowa, and George, of
Mount Vernon township, Black Hawk County.
Mr. and Mrs. Broadbent are the parents of two
sons, namely: Henry, who married Cora vVoor,
and is now living in Waterloo, and Arthur, ,vho
married Jennie Forsight, and is now living in
Bennington township, Black Hawk County.
Mr. Broadbent and his wife are members of the
Methodist Episcopal Church, of Dunkerton.

m

ON.
FRANKLIN CARPENTER
PLATT, judge of the roth Judicial
District of Iowa, who may justly be
numbered with the prominent and
public spirited citizens of vVaterloo, Iowa, was
born at Warren, Illinios, August 20, 1854, and
is a son of Judge John D. and Julia E. (Carpenter) Platt.
Judge John D. Platt was born in 1824, in
the State of New Yark, and died in Michigan,
in 1894. His father, Stephen Platt, ~:as of
English extraction, but his mother, Nancy
Burnside, came of Scotch ancestry, and was
born in Connecticut. He was the last survivor
of seven children. Julia E. (Carpenter) Platt
was born in New York, in 1824. and now

makes her home with a daughter at Port Huron, Michigan. She was a daughter of Dr.
Joseph and Hannah (Olmstead) Carpenter, of
Connecticut. Dr. Carpenter became an eminent physisian in Otsego County, New York.
Six children \\'ere born to Judge John D. Platt
and wife, three of whom survive, namely: Evelyn E., who is the wife of William Thompson,
of Port Huron, Michigan; Franklin Carpenter,
of this sketch; and Dr. Joseph S., of Port
Huron, Michigan, who married Elsie Hawley,
of Warren, Illinois.
The late Judge John D. Platt was engaged
in the dry goods and banking business' at Vvarren, Illinois, for a number of years. He was
a very prominent citizen of that locality, and
sen;ed two terms in the State Legislature from
Joe Daviess County, and two terms as County
judge. Formerly a Democrat, he later became
a very stanch Republican, and was an intimate
and admiring friend of Lincoln, Grant and
many other dignitaries, who reposed confidence
in his judgment. Failing health caused him to
withdraw, for some years, from both politics
and business. In r 882 he removed to \ Vaterloo, Io\,·a, and with his son Franklin C., organized the Commercial N ati.o nal Bank, becoming its first president. A few years prior
to his death, he sold out his interest, and liYed
in retirement during the remainder of his life.
He was highly esteemed for his many fine
traits of character, and his public spirit.
Franklin C. P latt was educated in the schools
at Warren and in the University of Illinois,
where he was graduated in 1873. Then he went
to Chicago, and was graduated at the Union

AND REPRE SENTA TIVE CITIZE NS.
College of Law, in the class of 1876; he was
admitted to the bar in the same year. He remained two years in Chicago, practici ng his
profession, and then practice d for five years
in Crawfo rd County, Iowa. In 1883 he settled
in \Vaterloo and took a promin ent part in the
organization of the Comme rcial Nationa l Bank
of which he became vice-president, while his
father was president. He subsequently resigned this position as the demand s of his profess ion
made it impossible for him to give sufficient
attention to the affairs of the bank, but he retained a large financial interest , and has been
identified with it as a director since its organization. In 1904, the Comme rcial Buildin g
Company ,ras incorpo rated by those having an
interest in the Commercial Nationa l Bank, to
erect a suitable office buildin g for the bank.
The efforts of the compan y have resulted in the
commencement of a magnificent seven-s tory
brick edifice on the southw est corner of Fourth
and Sycamore streets, which will be one of
the most modern buildings in the State. The
bank will occupy the front ground floor.
Mr. Platt and his associates are all men
of capital who have on many occasions evidenced their interest in the welfare and progress of the city, and Waterlo o is indebte d to
their public spirit.
Judge Platt continued to practice his profession in ·waterlo o until January 1, 1898,
when he was called to the bench, as judge of
the 10th Judicial District of Iowa. During his
long term on the bench, Judge Platt has earned
the good will of his associates, and has given
entire satisfaction to his district. \i\Thile in

him the law has a stern, inflexible exponen t,
it has also the calm judgme nt and imparti ality
which are a jurist's most signal qualities.
In 1887, Judge Platt was married to Della
Phelps, who is a daughte r of E. S. Phelps, one
of the pioneer mercha nts of Waterlo o, who removed to the city in its early clays from New
They have two childre n-Alice VirYork.
ginia, born in \i\Taterloo, in 1893; and Elda
May, born in Waterlo o, in 1895.
Judge Platt is one of the leading membe rs
of the Republi can party in this section. He has
been chairma n of the Republi can Central Committee of Black Hawk County , as he formerl y
was of the Republican Central Commi ttee of
Crawfo rd County , Io,n. He has been active
in city affairs, serving in the City Council for
two years, and being at all times a strong factor in the promot ion of the commu nity's best
interest s. Fratern ally, he is a Mason, an Oclcl
Fellow and a Knight of Pythias .

DD

AJ. PATRI CK HENR Y CO~G ER.
The late Major Conger , whose
death occurre d at his home in
Waterlo o, No. 427 Washin gton
street, on June 29, 1903, in his 84th year, was
long one of Iowa's promin ent men and honored
public officials. He was born at Hinesb urg,
Vermon t, Decemb er 22, 1819, and came to
Waterl oo in 1869.
Major Conger had not much more than attained his majorit y, when, in 1841, he turned
his eyes to the great West, which was then
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opening up as a field of opportunities for the
ambitious and enterprising. Locating first at
Galena, Illinois, the little town which was later
made so famous in the world's history, where
he remained but a short time, he crossed the
mighty Father of Waters into Iowa. He tried
farming for a short time in Jackson County, and
then moved to Dubuque, where he found a good
opening and continued in business for se veral
years.
The first war alarm in 1861 found him ready
for enlistment, but weakness of the lungs
caused his rejection. Later, he again offered
himself and was finally mustered in as a member of Company A, 44th Reg., Iowa Vol. Inf.,
with which he served for six months. Prior
to this he had been an assistant United States
marshal, and was then connected with the provost marshal's office and actively interested in
the enlistment of troops.
Major Conger filled many responsible public offices during his long and useful active life.
For a long period he served as second superintendent of the Yellowstone National Park. For
four years he was agent at the Yankton Indian
Agency, with the rank of major, and was also
connected with the government surveys. In
every public and private capacity, he showed
himself thoroughly reliable, winning public approval and personal esteem. For some years
prior to his decease, he lived in comfortable and
honorable retirement at Waterloo, surroundecl
by all the comfort which ample means, kind
friends and affectionate relatives can give old
age.
Major Conger was first married to Sarah

Brasher, and two of their three children survive, namely: Jennie, who married Moses
Ricker, now deceased, and has one daugltter,
Nina L.; and Cassius M., who married Julia
Bruigher and has five children-Fern, Alice,
Henry, Lucy and Sybil.
Mrs. Conger died
in 1854, aged 27 years. In 1856, Major Conger married Mrs. Amy D. Wright. She was
born at Hinesburg, Vermont, and is a daughter
of Asher and Polly (Wheaton) Conger, the
former of whom died, aged 79 years, and the
latter lived to be 94 years old. The children of
Asher and Polly Conger were 10 in number.
Mrs. Conger still survives, and is a most highly
esteemed resident of vVaterloo.

ON. FRANCIS N. CHASE. The
death of the late Francis N. Chase,
on December 24, 1901, at his home on
the corner of Franklin and Fourth
streets, Cedar Falls, removed from this city
a man who had been identified with its interests
for more than half a century, and was one of
the most prominent and useful citizens of the
great State of Iowa.
Mr. Chase was born
March 9, 1835, at Royalston, Worcester County, Massachusetts.
From his 20th birthday until his death, Mr.
Chase was a resident of Cedar Falls and his influence and enterprise may be traced in the
prosperity of many of the city's successful undertakings.
He was a thoroughly practical
man of affairs and became identified with State
work early in his career. Since 1862. he had
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been connected with the Iowa State Board of
Agriculture, and for over 20 years he was
associated with State fairs in some official capacity. The experience thus gained made him
invaluable and gradually his interests became
almost entirely merged into the work of fairs
and expositions, of greater or less magnitude.
Mr. Chase represented Iowa at the New Orleans
Fair in 1884-85 and was sent back the following year to the South American Exposition.
He spent three weeks at the Centennial Exposition at Philadelphia.
He was also secretary and manager of the Iowa building at
the Trans-Mississippi Exposition at Omaha,
and was superintendent and secretary of the
Iowa commission at the vVorld's Fair at Chicago. During this time the State press spoke
of Mr. Chase as "that tireless worker," and
complimented him in the highest degree for the
gratifying success which had attended his conduct of the important department of agriculture and dairy products. No less complimentary was the report of the State committee concerning the economical, complete and punctual
manner in which he managed the erection and
installation of the agricultural exhibits in the
Iowa building at the World's Fair. The thousands who viewed this beautiful building during those memorable months carried away with
them the conception of a noble structure , well
planned and well worthy of the great State it
typified.
On April 24, 1859, Mr. Chase was married
at Woodstock, Connecticut, to Elizabeth Bigelow, a daughter of vVhipple Bigelow, and foster
daughter of Lewis Chamberlain. Three chil-

dren were born to this union, viz.: Harry 1...,
a leading business man of Cedar Falls, who
married Floy White, of Sabula, Iowa; Lizzie
( Mrs. Charles A. Chase), of Chicago; and a
son, ·Willie May, who died in infancy. Mr.
Chase is survived by the following brothers and
sisters: Mrs. Caleb May, Miss Martha Chase
and Joseph Chase, of Cedar Falls; William
Chase, of Worcester, Massachusetts; and Mrs.
T. \V. May, of Parkersburg, Iowa.
In political sentiment, Mr. Chase was a
Republican. For many years he had been a
. consistent member of the Congregational
Church, and a liberal supporter of its work.
The subject of this sketch was posses~ed of
remarkable executive ability, and perseverance
and enterprise were marked traits of his character.
Personally, he was a man of winning
presence, impressing others w:ith confidence,
and pleasing those with whom he came in contact by his genial humor and genuine courtesy.
His loss will long be felt. His name is inscribed among those who stand high in the
affections of the people of Iowa.

ENRY OWEN, one of the well known
citizens of Lester township, Black
Hawk County, Iowa, who now lives
in comfortable retirement at Dunkerton, was born January 18, 1831, in Onondaga County, New York, and is a son of Jonathan R. and Hannah (Whaley) Owen.
Jonathan R. Owen was born September 8,
1796, in Saratoga County, New York, and his
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wife, in Herkimer County, on · November 7,
I 798.
They were reared and married in New
York State, where they remained until I 8 50,
when they removed to Winnebago County,
Illinois.
In 1853, they became pioneers of
Lester township, Black Hawk County, Iowa,
settling here in the wilderness.
Mr. Owen
improved a fine farm and pursued farming and
stock raising during the remainder of his life.
His death occurred January IO, 1865, and that
of his widow, March 16, 1879. By trade he
was both a miller and wood turner. vVhen only
a boy of 16 years, he was major in command
of a fife and drum corps that took part in the
War of 1812. He was an upright, worthy
man and one whose reliability was recognized
by his fellow settlers in the early days. They
entrusted the settlement of their affairs to his
judgment, as justice of the peace, and elected
him to all of the township offices which he
would accept. In politics, he was always a
strong Democrat. For many years he sened
as postmaster, and few citizens of his time were
better or more favorably known. In religious
faith he was a Universalist, and in practice,
an exemplar of Christian living. He was the
father of nine children, as follows: Charles
and Lydia, deceased; Lavina, a resident oi
\Vaterloo; Eli, a miller and farmer of Lester
township, who was born in Allegany County,
New York, January 31, 1826, and died March
28, 1903; Polly, deceased; Henry: Laura, \Yife
of Samuel Smith, of \Vaterloo; J ohn, deceased;
and George, a carpenter of Isabella County,
Michigan ..
The subject of this sketch had such educa-

tional opportunities as the schools of Onondago
County, New York, afforded. He remained
at home, following milling, farming and wood
turning until he reached the age of 22 years,
when he removed with his parents to Iowa.
After his first marriage, he settled down to
farming and stock raising in section 5, Lester
township, and remained there 12 years. Then
he removed to section 16, where he remained
until 1902, when he sold the farm and settled
in a comfortable home in Dunkerton.
Mr. Owen was first married in July, 1857,
to Susan A. Black, of Syeamore, Illinois, who
died in May, 1869. She was the mother of
two children, both of whom died young. In
October, 1871, Mr. Owen was married to Mrs.
Rebecca A. Clubine, a daughter of Philip and
Matilda (Bear) Led dick, natives of New York,
who moyed to Ann Arbor, Michigan, and later,
to Sheboygan, \Visconsin, where the father
died. Mr. and Mrs. Led<lick had nine children, as follows: Dexter, deceased; Lucinda,
of California; John and Samuel, deceased;
Rebecca A.; Charles, of Santa Ana, California;
Hannah, deceased; Catherine, of Oakland,
California; and Jacob, a farmer of Lester township. Mr. and Mrs. Owen have two children,
viz.: Rose N., who married John Grinnell, of
Dunkerton, and has three children-Glenn G.,
Grace G. and Joseph; and Jay R., a resident
of Dunkerton, who married Mollie Bratnober,
and has three children-Harry, Eva and John.
In politics, Mr. Owen has been an active
member of the Republican party, and has
always taken a lively interest in public affairs.
He has most efficiently served the township at
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various times, as constable, clerk and trustee,
and has been a careful member of the School
Board. A diary, which he has kept for many
years, is a most interesting document, and
throws much light on many happenings of the
past in this section.

l]

OHN ANDERSON, one of the successful farmers of Barclay township,
Black Hawk County, and the owner
of a fine farm of 200 acres, in section
19, \\·as born in Perthshire, Scotland, February 16, 1864, and is a son of Alexander and
Jane (Anderson) Anderson.
Alexander Anderson was born in Perthshire, July 16, 1833, and first married Jane
Anderson, who at death left three children:
J ohn; Ellen, wife of John Gibson, of Poyner
township, Black Hawk County; and Elizabeth,
who li,·es in Perthshire, Scotland. The second
marriage of Alexander Anderson was to Ann
McPherson, who was also a natiYe of Perthshire. The two children of this union are:
Duncan A., of Harvey, Illinois; and Christina,
of Poyner township, Black. Hawk County.
Alexander Anderson and family came to
America in 1881, and immediately joined
friends in Barclay township, Black Hawk
County, Iowa. The location pleased Mr. Anderson, and he soon purchased of A. C. Bratnober a farm of 260 acres in section 19. Later
he added a tract of 60 acres in the same section,
,,·hich he bought of E. T. King. The land was
partly improYecl. and he continued its improve-

ment and carried on farming there until 1898,
when he retired. His death occurred January
29, 1904, and that of his second wife about
1890.
John Anderson attended excellent schools
in Scotland, and lived at home until his marriage, with the exception of six years when he
farmed for himself in Barclay township. On
October 20, 1892, he was married to Nettie
Walker, of Barclay township, and they have
three children,-Jean, William \V. and Elizabeth.
In the year of his marriage, Mr. Anderson
moved to the old farm, where he has since lived,
owning a portion of the same, which farm is
conceded to be one of the finest farms in the
northeastern section of the county. He does
a large dairy business, raises draft horses and
Poland China hogs, and produces large crops
of corn, hay and oats.
Politically, Mr. Anderson is a Republican.
The religious connection of his family is with
the Presbyterian Church. He is considered an
excellent farmer and a good citizen.

RENSSELAER
VAN
ARDIS
SLADE. The death of Sardis Van
Rensselaer Slade on February 6, 1902,
at his home in \Vaterloo, Iowa, removed from this city a prominent and beloved
resident. He was born August 31, 1835, at
Prairie Ronde, Michigan, and was the second
son of a family of five children born to Chauncey B. and :Margaret (\Vi Ison) Slade.
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In 1838, S. V. R. Slade's father..:s family
moved from Albany, New York, to Schoolcraft,
Michigan. They lived there but two years,
when they went West, by means of a prairie
schooner, to Linn County, Iowa. From there
the subject of this sketch moved to Tama
County, where he married and resided until
1865, when he located at Waterloo, Iowa. In
the same year Mr. Slade began work for Daniel
& Leavitt, in the furniture and undertaking
business ; one year later he bought out William
Leavitt's interest in the firm, which then became
Daniel & Slade. The business underwent various changes, but Mr. Slade and Mr. Daniel
continued together until the great fire, on February 8, 1886, when Mr. Slade withdrew from
the firm and established a furniture and undertaking business of his own at No. 112 East
Fourth street, taking into his employ \Villiam
Gindt, who subsequently becan1e his partner.
At the time Mr. Gindt became a partner the
furniture part of the business was dropped and
undertaking and picture framing constituted
the business. The firm of Slade & Gindt has
been prominently identified with the business
interests of Waterloo ever since.
On March 15, 1864, Mr. Slade was married
to Alice Irene Merritt, who was born in Erie,
Pennsylvania, and is the daughter of Gilbert
and Eleanor (Marsh) Merritt, both of whom
were natives of Pennsylvania. The father died
in Pennsylvania and the mother again married,
her husband being Isaac Smith. They removed
first to Michigan, and later to Tama County,
Iowa. Mr. Smith died in Tama County, and
later Mrs. Smith mm·ed to Waterloo, and then

returned to Tama County where she liYed with
her daughter, but died while on a visit to a son
in Estherville, Iowa.
Mr. and Mrs. M. V. R. Slade had four children, namely: Arthur G.; Oscar C.; Leonard
M. and Loren H. Arthur G., who is in the
undertaking and picture framing business in
Chicago, married Lizzie Atkin, of Sioux City,
Iowa. They have had four children, two of
whom, Millicent and Blanche are living; Lawrence Victor and Gerald A. died in infancy.
Oscar C., who also resides in Chicago, and is in
the insurance business, married Stella Deal, of
Waterloo, Iowa. Leonard M. died aged two
years. Loren H., who is secretary of the Kelly
& Taneyhill Company, well drill manufacturers,
\Vaterloo, Iowa, married Mary Ernaline Hamilton, of Waterloo, Iowa-they reside with his
mother.
Formerly S. V . R. Slade was a
teacher, both in Michigan and Iowa. His wife
is an intellectual, refined lady, well kno,Yn in
the literary and social life of Waterloo.
On account of his business prominet1ce, his
public spirited participation in all civic affairs
and his exemplary public and private life, the
death of Mr. Slade made a sad and profound
impression in \1/ aterloo.
During his two
weeks of illness after being stricken with pneumonia, his home at No. 312 Lafayette street
was visited by numbers of the leading residents,
anxiously inquiring his condition. His many
church, fraternal, business and social connections made him widely known, ,Yhile his
gentle spirit, unselfish disposition and friendly
attitude to all won him esteem and admiration.
His fraternal relations included the ;\Iasons,

,.
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NICHOLAS REPP
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Odd Fellows, Knights of Honor, Royal Arcanum and United Workmen, in which he was a
loyal defender of the principles of each organization, and ever faithful to his obligations.
When living in Tama County, Iowa, he joined
the Free Will Baptist Church, of which he continued an active member while there and also
after his removal to Waterloo. After the Free
Will Baptist Church was abandoned in Waterloo, Mr. Slade became a member of the Presbyterian Church, and was superintendent of
the Sunday-school for two years. His burial
was in Elmwood Cemetery, Waterloo, Iowa,
the services being conducted by the Masons and
Odd Fellows, after a touching eulogy by Rev.
Callen, of the Presbyterian Church.

merly Anna Maria Rickert, was born in Germany, September 6, 1833, and is a daughter
of John and Catherine ( Hurbert) Rickert,.
both of whom were born in Germany, where
the mother died. In 1846 the father brought
to America his motherless children, who were
as follows : Anna Maria ( Mrs. Repp), the
eldest of the family; Catherine, who married
John Michel and had six children; Mary Louisa, single; Martha, who married Burr Lyncli~
of Mount Vernon township, and had two children-Reuben and Vi; Anna, who married
John W. Clinefelter, of Waterloo, and has one
child-Esther C.; Amanda, who married John
Padget and had three children-How ard E.,
Edith May and Anna Louisa; Kate, widow of
the late Platt Thomas, and the mother of two,
children-Flor ence and Chester; and George
A. (single). Mrs. Repp' s father settled on a
ICHOLAS REPP, deceased, whose farm in New York, where he died at the age of
portrait accompanies this sketch, was 64 years.
long one of the active business men of
In 1858, Nicholas Repp sold his blacksmith
Waterloo and a very highly esteemed . business in New York and came to Bremer
citizen of several counties of Iowa. He was County, Iowa, where he bought a farm of 40
born September 29, 1829, in Germany, and acres, which included a log house, a corn crib.
was a son of Nicholas Repp, who died in that filled with corn, horses, cows, pigs, bins of
country, the father of three children, the only wheat and agricultural implements, for which
survivor being John Repp, a resident of Al- he paid the sum of $900. Here he prospered
bany, New York.
on account of his energy and industry, being
In 1848 the late Nicholas Repp came to at all times ably assisted by his wife, and conAmerica and settled in West Sand Lake, tinued to live in Bremer County until 1869.
New York, where he conducted a black- He had carried on blacksmithing in the meansmith business of his own.
In 1852 time and had added more land, some 20 acres
he was there married to the estimable of timber, but finally decided to sell out and
wife who survives him, and who aided so ma- remove to Waterloo, and to devote the rest of
terially in his later success. Mrs. Repp, for- his active life to his trade. He built a shop in
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vVaterloo and continued to be engaged in
blacksmithing as long as health held out. His
death occurred November 15, 1876. He left
no issue.
In politics Mr. Repp was a Republican, but
'he was a man of quiet manner and forced his
opinions on no one, living in peace and friendship with all his fellow citizens. His whole
business career was marked with perfect honesty, and he left a name that was always held
in respect by his fellow citizens. His industry
and frugality resulted in the acquisition of a
competency, and it gave him pleasure to feel
that he had provided so well for the welfare of
his loving helpmeet.
Mrs. Repp is a lady of public spirit and
tender heart. She is a generous contributor
to all charitable institutions and benevolent
movements, fully to the extent of her means.
She was one of the contributors to the building
of the \,Vaterloo Hospital. Her private charities are large and she takes delight in quietly
relieving distress and helping those in want.
This most estimable lady enjoys the esteem
and affection of a large circle.

___ ..,
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HARLES PATTEN, a well established farmer and well known and
esteemed citizen of Barclay township,
Black Hawk County, Iowa, who
owns a fine farm of 1 oo acres in section 2 1,
was born in Cortland County, New York, February 17, 1840, and is a son of Franklin and
Harriet (Chaplin) Patten.

Franklin Patten an<l his wife were born in
Cortland County, New York, and both came
of agricultural families.
Some years after
their marriage, they removed West, and lived
for several years on a farm of 80 acres, near
Macomb, McDonough County, Illinois, whence
they removed to Black Hawk County, Iowa,
about 1853, settling in Barclay township. The
land Mr. Patten secured here was still virgin
soil, and his son can recall when oxen were required to break the land. Here the family lived,
and Mr. Patten carried on farming until his
death in 1863, at the age of 49 years. His
widow survived until 1872, dying at the age
of 62 years. In politics, he was a Republican,
but never aspired to office, living a quiet, industrious life, devoted to his home and family.
Both he and his wife were consistent members
of the Methodist Church. They had a family
of six children, as follows : Aaron, deceased;
Charles; John, of Independence, Iowa; Joel, a
farmer of Buchanan County, Iowa; William,
a farmer living in Nebraska; and Betsy,
deceased.
Charles Patten's early educational advantages were limited, as his services were required
on the farm, and he remained with his parents
until the death of his father. With the exception of a year and a half spent in Bt:chanan
County, Mr. Patten has lived in Black Hawk
County ever since he came to Iowa. To him
fell many of the arduous duties on the pioneer
farm, and he remembers when he was obliged
to go as far as Independence to reach a mill,
and then to wait his turn to get his "grist." As
he looks over his well cultivated fields, and
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takes pride in his great agricultural machines,
it seems almost impossible to go back to the
days of oxen and wild prairie land. His farm
is well situated for the growing of all of the
State's products, but he now gives attention
only to oats, corn and hay; corn and wheat
were the chief crops in the early days. He is
much interested in his fine Short-horn cattle,
Poland-China hogs, and an excellent strain of
draft horses. He rents a part of his farm and
thus, in late years, has relieved himself of much
responsibility.
On August 27, 1862, Mr. Patten was married to Rachel L. Lewis, of Erie County, Ohio,
"·ho is a daughter of Lyman and Drusilla
(Brown) Lewis, the former of Erie County,
Ohio, and the latter of the State of New York.
11rs. Patten's parents settled in Barclay township in 1855, and lived there until their deaths;
the mother died in 1888, and the father in
1898. Mr. and Mrs. Patten have five children,
as follows: Frank, a large farmer of Franklin
County, Kansas, who married Artaxa Deniston; Lois, who married Jefferson Bender, a
~armer of Buchanan County, Iowa; Alva and
Eva (twins) the former of whom married
Fannie Hitt, and is a liveryman of Jesup, Iowa,
and the latter of whom married Frank Miller,
a farmer of Barclay township; and Mary, who
married Chester Deveny, of Oelwein, Iowa.
All of these children have been given excellent
educational advantages. The oldest son attended the Iowa State Normal School two
years, and taught several terms in Barclay
township.
In politics, Mr. Patten is a Republican, and
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has frequently filled local offices. He is a member of the Baptist Church, while his wife is a
Presbyterian. The family is one which enjoys
universal esteem in Barclay township, and 1s
typical of the best quality of citizenship.

[I

A. SNYDER, postmaster at Cedar
Falls, Iowa, who was born near Cambria, Luzerne County, Pennsylvania,
is an honored veteran of the Civil
War, in which he took a gallant part. For
more than 35 years, he has been one of the leading citizens of Cedar Falls.
Mr. Snyder was educated at -Wyoming
Seminary, at Kingston, Pennsylvania, and
Dickinson Seminary, at Williamsport, Pennsylvania, and at Dixon College, Dixon, Illinois,
which he entered in 1858, and in which he remained one year. He learned land surveying
and spent a part of each year in following that
profession and the remainder in teaching school,
until the outbreak of the Civil War.
In September, 1861, Mr. Snyder offered
his services in defense of his country, and was
appointed adjutant of a regiment being raised
under Col. John Dement, who was widely
known through his connection with the Black
Hawk War. The consolidation of his command, the "Dement Phalanx," with the 46th
Reg. Illinois Vol. Inf., left Colonel Dement
at home, and Adjutant Snyder, after discharging the duties of the adjutant's office for a time,
carried a gun in the siege of Fort Donelson and
fought both days on the bloody field of Shiloh,
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having a number of close calls. He also participated in the siege of Corinth. After this
he was promoted to be 2nd lieutenant, as his
commission states "for meritorious services."
After the battle of Hatchie River, where his
colonel, John A. Davis, was mortally wounded
almost directly in the rear of Lieutenant Snyder, the latter was de.tailed as an officer in the
United States Signal Corps, and served in that
capacity with the staff of General Grant and
the staff of General Shenpan, during the siege
of Vicksubrg. Later he was attached to the
staff of General Logan, and continued in this
service until mustered out in December, 1864.
In 1866, Mr. Snyder came to Cedar Falls as
a surveyor and land agent, and in 1868 became
associated with his brother, C. W. Snyder, in
the publication of the Cedar Falls Gazette, with
which he was connected up to February 1, 1904.
Mr. Snyder has always been a consistent,
earnest promoter of good morals, temperance
and religion. After the adoption of the prohibitory law, he assisted in driving the saloons
out of Cedar Fa!}s, to which they have never
been able to return. For this purpose he instituted 64 suits, mostly in his own name. This
experience he remembers as the most trying
part of his life, despite his years of army service.
On April 13, 1899, Mr. Snyder was commissioned postmaster at Cedar Falls, and has
recently been reappointed. In religious belief
he is a Methodist, and in 1888 was a delegate
to the General Conference of Methodist Episcopal Churches at New York.
Mr. Snyder
takes an earnest interest in the educational affairs, not only of his city, but of the State in

general. He has served as a member of the
School Board and has contributed liberally in
behalf of the educational work of the Methodist Episcopal Church. The subject of this
sketch belongs to the Old Settlers' Association,
of which he has served as president, and at
present is serving as vice-president. He is a
member, and past commander, of James
Brownell Post, No. 222, G. A. R., of Cedar
Falls. He is a member of the Masonic bodies
and has attained the 32nd degree. He is a-lso
a member of the Legion of Honor, and of the
Ancient Order of United Workmen.

m

EORGE BANGER, postmaster of La
Porte City, Iowa, and one of the
prominent citizens of Black Hawk
County, was born in La Porte City,
April 12, 1865, and is a son of George and
Mary Ann (Kennedy) (Chapin) Banger.
George Banger, the elder, was born May 30,
1821, in Dorsetshire, England, and came to
America in 1852, living at Conneaut, Ashtabula County, Ohio, until 1856, when he removed to La Porte City, Iowa, which continued
to be his home until the time of his death, in
1891, at the age of 80 years.
For many years
he conducted a successful shoe business in this
city, having become a practical workman before
leaving England.
Aside from his business
success, he was one of the representative men
of the city. For many years, he was a useful
member of the City Council, and many of the
advantages now enjoyed by the people of La
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Porte City owe their beginning to his public
spirit and enterprise. He was one of the two
pioneer merchants of La Porte City, and always
took an interest in the city's development. In
politics, he was identified with the Republican
party.
In religious connection, he was an
Episcopalian.
In 1864 he married Mrs. Mary Ann (Kennedy) Chapin, then a widow, who came to Iowa
with her first husband, in 1854. She had two
children,-Maria, deceased; and Byron A., who
has been connected with the Pension Department at \Vashington, D. C., for the past 15
years. The subject of this sketch was the only
child of her second marriage.
George Banger, the subject of this article,
has resided at La Porte City all his life, except
a short season spent attending business college
at Cedar Rapids. He was creditably graduated
at the La Porte City High School, in the class
of 1881. His father's illness recalled him from
Cedar Rapids, and he managed the shoe business until 1894, when he entered the office of
the La Porte City Electric Light & Water
Company, and remained with this corporation
for seven years, in the capacity of secretary,
until February 1, 1904.
In 1896, Mr. Banger was married to Minnie R. McQuilkin. who was born at La Porte
City, Iowa, December 20, 1868, and is a daughter of Capt. R. J. McQuilkin. Four bright,
interesting little ones have resulted from their
union, namely: Robert E., Ma_rgaret E., Helen
E. and Alice E.
Politically a Republican, Mr. Banger has
done his part in the promotion of the party's

393

principles in this section, and at various times
he has been elected to official positions. He
served as city clerk from 1898 to March 31,
1904, and was township clerk from 1898 to ·
Fraternally, he is a Master Mason,
1902.
being a member of Trowel Lodge, No. 216,
A. F. & A. M.; a charter member of Narcissus
Lodge, No. 192, Knights of Pythias; a charter
member of Crystal Lake Tent, No. 33, Knights
of the Maccabees ; and a member of the Brotherhood of American Yeomen.
The appointment of Mr. Banger as postmaster at La Porte City, on January 11, 1904,
gave universal satisfaction. His previous record was of such a character that he had already
secured the esteem and full confidence of his
fellow citizens.

l]

OHN H. CRIPPEN, M. D., one of the
foremost physicians and surgeons of
Black Hawk County, has been a resident of the city of Waterloo for a
period of almost 30 years, and maintains offices
in the Crippen-McStay Block.
Dr. Crippen was born in Decatur, Otsego
County, New York, in 1850, and is a son of
Rev. J. T. and Caroline (Thompson) Crippen.
His father, who is a minister of the Methodist
Episcopal Church, has resided in the State of
Iowa for more than 30 years, and is · at the
present time financial agent of Cornell College,
at Mount Vernon, Iowa,-he is 78 years of age
and enjoys the best of health. Mrs. Crippen
was called to her final rest in 1855. Of their
children, a son, Frank, resides in Chicago. where
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he is identified with a wholesale drug house;
and a daughter, Mrs. Wilford C. Shurtleff,
resides in Wilmette, Illinois, her husband being
credit man for Morrison, Plummer & Co.,
wholesale druggists of Chicago.
John H. Crippen was primarily educated in
the common schools of his native county, after
which he pursued a course of study at Cazenovia Seminary, and later at Cornell University,
at Itha~a, New York. He subsequently read
medicine, and was graduated from Hahnemann
Medical College of Philadelphia in 1872. He
practiced medicine in Ithaca, New York, for
nearly two years, after which he came \Vest to
\Vaterloo, Iowa, where he has since been engaged in the practice of his profession. He
was in a partnership for some time, but for a
long period has practiced alone, maintaining
offices in the Crippen-McStay Block, of which
he is part owner. Dr. Crippen pursued postgraduate courses at the New York Polyclinic,
and the Chicago Post-Graduate Medical School,
and has kept well abreast of the times. He is
accredited with being one of the most thorough
practitioners in the county, and commands a
large general practice.
Dr. Crippen was united in marriage with
Minnie Clingman, a native of Monroe, Wisconsin, who came to Waterloo when she was 1 5
years old. One son, Ralph, was born to bless
their union, and he was called to his final rest
at the age of 19, having just completed
the freshman year in Northwestern University.
The subject of this sketch is a member of the
Black Hawk County Medical Society, of which
he is vice-president; the Austin Flint and Cedar

Valley medical societies; and the Iowa State
and American medical associations.
He is
a recognized leader in his profession and is
held in the highest esteem by his professional
brothers, as well as by the citizens in general.

(B

EV. BERNARD W. COYLE. The
death of Rev. Father Coyle, which
took place at Cedar Falls, Iowa, in
the fall of 1901, was not only a blow
to the people of St. Patrick"s Catholic Church,
of which he had been pastor for the previous
five years, but every citizen felt a sense of perFather Bernard W. Coyle was
sonal loss.
born in Canandaigua, New York, January 2..j.,
1839.
His education was completed at
Niagara Falls, and his term in the priesthood
covered 26 years.
Fruitful years indeed were these.
From
Cascade to Dubuque, Centralia, \Vaverly,
Green, Flood Creek, Colesburg, Elkport,
Claremont and then Cedar Falls.
Concerning his work 111 this last charge,
one who knew conditions well, has said that
he carried forward the work of the church
fully 25 years. His last work was connected
with the sacred confirmation services which
were observed in St. Patrick's Catholic Church,
Archbishop Keane being present to receive from
him a class of 50 for confirmation.
Perhaps the St. Patrick's Parish has ne,·er
had a more universally beloved priest.
His
gentle, compassionate and considerate attitude
won affection while his firmness and resolution
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inspired respect. Father Coyle was vice-president of the City Federation of Clubs, and was
ever ready to give assistance, for he was notably
interested in every local enterprise tending to
the betterment of his fellow citizens. His last
public remarks outside his own parish church
were at the memorial services held in the Methodist and Baptist churches in Cedar Falls at the
time of the death of President McKinley, and
at the funeral .of Hon. Peter Melendy, leading
the clergymen as they took their places on the
platform of the Presbyterian Church.
His intellectual attainments, his broad and
generous sympathies, his deeds of benevolence
and liberality, all these things won the deepest
feelings of regard from all who came within the
circle of his influence, and it was with the sincerest manifestations of grief that the populace
learned of the passmg of this gentle Christian
clergyman. Many will long recall his dignified
presence, his beautiful expression of inward
peace, and his venerable figure, and miss one
whose sole desire had been daily labor for the
help of others.

m

LFRED BROWN, one of the pioneers
of Black Hawk County, Iowa, and
a substantial farmer of Barclay township, where he owns a finely cultivated farm of 280 acres in section 22, was born
October 16, 1839, in Berlin, Erie County, Ohio,
and is a son of Amos and Flora (Clark) Brown.
Amos Brown and his wife were born in
Rutland County, Vermont, where they were
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married, and then moved to Monroe County,
New York, where Mr. Brown followed the
trade of a mason. Subsequently he lived in
other localities, where work was abundant, and
moved from New York to Lower Canada,
where he remained for two years. He then
went back to the Empire State, where he spent
two more years. He next moved to Erie County,
Ohio, where he lived until 1846, when he took
his family to McHenry County, Illinois. There
he was engaged in farming for 10 years, and
then came to Black Hawk County in 1856.
He bought 160 acres of wild, prairie land in
section 22, Barclay township and put up a
house, hauling all his nails, lath and timber from
Dubuque. Only those who went through the
vicissitudes of the early days can realize their
many hardships and constant discouragements.
Mr. Brown recalls the year 1858 as one in
which their hope of a yield from their land was
destroyed by a severe storm. At the outset
they put out a small crop of seed corn, but the
first year it did not mature, and the second year
Mr. Brown and his
was likewise a failure.
here to make a
come
had
family, however,
home, and with the persistency of the New
England character determined to do so. They
put in wheat, although there was a very poor
market for it, and Mr. Brown remembers hauling it to Independence, and selling their pitifully small crop for 2 5 cents a bushel. Those
were not the clays of "dollar wheat," but neither
were they clays of wild speculation. The few
dollars secured to pay the necessary taxes came
honestly by tbe sweat of the brow. Even at the
small price offered, the farmer was often forced
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to take trade in payment. Mr. Brown's health
finally gave way, and for the last 27 years of his
life he was an invalid, his death occurring in
1866. His children were as follows: Daniel,
deceased; Sylvania, who married Leonard
Stine, and died in California; Drusilla, deceased,
who married Lyman Lewis, of Ohio; Asa, who
died in Ohio; Pierce, who was a farmer of
Green County, Iowa, and died there; Harriet,
deceased, who was the wife of Butler Freeman;
Mary, deceased, who was the wife of Robert
Davis, a teacher in South Dakota; and Alfred.
, Alfred Brown attended only the home
schools, but was assisted in his education by
his father, and hi~ brother-in-law, Robert Davis. He remained with his parents, taking care
of his invalid father until the latter's death,
anc\ devoting himself then to his mother. who
<:lied in 1881. From boyhood he ,vas inured to
hard work and had more than the usual amount
of responsibility. He grew into a thoroughly
practical farmer, able to cope with almost any
agricultural situation. For years he has been
•c onsidered one of the best farmers in his lo,cality. He raises oats, corn, hay and barley,
does a large dairy business, and devotes much
attention to shorthorn cattle, draft and driving
horses, and Poland-China hogs.
On February 28, 1866, Mr. Brown was
married to Alice A. Wilson, who was born in
Pennsylvania, and is a daughter of Robert Wilson, who came to Black Hawk County in 1~59,
and settled in Barclay township. Five children
were born to them, namely: Annie E ., wife of
James Lowry, of Waterloo; Ellry, who is at

home; William A., who married Myra Fenton,
and lives in Barclay township; Dora, wife of
Parson I. Smith of Barclay township; and
Frank, who married Nellie Tunks and assists
his father.
Like his father, Alfred Brown has always
been identified with the Democratic party, and
has frequently filled local offices, having first
been elected constable and then road supervisor. For many years he was a school director; for eight years, he was a trustee, and from
1900 to 1902 he was county supervisor. He is
an influential member of his party, and for
two years was a member of the township central committee. He is one of the well-informed,
intelligent men of his locality, and is interested
in its various enterprises, among these being
the Farmers' Telephone Company, of Barclay
township, of which he is a director. Being a
man of integrity of character, and honorable
and upright in public and private affairs, he is
highly respected by all who know him.

ROMAS CASCADEN, JR., president
of the Cascaden Manufacturing Company, and also president of the Waterloo Chamber of Commerce, is one of
Waterloo's most energetic and enterprising
business men. He was born at Southampton,
Canada, and is a son of Thomas Cascaden, Sr.
Thomas Cascaden, Sr., was born in Ireland,
but began his business life in Canada, where he
was engaged in a manufacturing line prior to
coming to Waterloo, in 1870. Here he began
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HON. CHARLES A. WISE
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the manufacture of agricultural implements,
being the pioneer in this industry in Black Hawk
County. He was the founder of the present
Cascaden Manufacturing Company, the most
important organization of its kind in this section. Its factory is located at Nos. 801-812
Commercial Street, where employment is given
to from 40 to 60 men, according to the season.
The organization of the present company was
was perfected in 1890. Mr. Cascaden, the
founder of the business, has been retired for
some years, and is still a resident of \Vaterloo.
Thomas Cascaden, Jr., was reared and
educated in 'vVaterloo, his interests are centered here, and his best efforts have been devoted to the upbuilding and development of the
resources of this city. He is also interested in
the manufacturing plants at Westfield, a suburb.
~fr. Cascaden married a daughter of John
H. Leavitt, a prominent citizen and financeer
of Black Hawk County, and they have one
daughter. Mr. and Mrs. Cascaden reside at
No. 904 Commercial street. They attend the
Congregational Church.

m

ON. CHARLES A. WISE, president
of the State Bank of Cedar Falls.
Iowa, and a distinguished member of
the State Legislature, whose portrait
accompanies this sketch, was born in Germany;
April 28, 1847, and is one of a family of three
children born to his parents. Michael and C.
( Rtoesser) Wise.
Michael Wise, who was a German by birth,
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was a man of wealth and influence, the owner
of extensive estates and an officer of the German government. His death occurred in 1880.
Our subject was reared in a home of education and abundance, and in his own land
imbibed those sturdy principles which mark
the successful German the world over. Since
March, 1863, Mr. \Vise has been a continuous
resident of Cedar Falls, prominently identified
with the city's business enterprises and prominent in political circles of Black Hawk
County. He first engaged with G. N. Miner
as a drug clerk, and three years later became
Mr. Miner's partner, the business being thus
conducted until June, 1867, when the firm became Wise & Bryant. Owing to Mr. Wise's
business ability and enterprise, the business was
built up to large proportions, and in 1893 he
purchased his partner's interest and admitted
his sons to partnership, the firm now being
C. A. Wise & Sons. In 1900 it was incorporated and is now one of the best and largest
houses in its line in Cedar Falls.
In 1894 Mr. Wi;;e became president of the
State Bank of Cedar Falls, and since that time
has directed the affairs of this financial institution. This bank, with him at its head, invites
general confidence.
Mr. Wise has always been an active Republican since residing in Black Hawk County,
and his attitude on public questions has met
with such general approbation that he has been
placed in many honorable and responsible positions. During 1886-87 he sened as mayor of
Cedar Falls and during his administration the
city prospered and grew in wealth, beauty and
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reputation. In 1899 he ,yas first elected to the
State Legislature and his course there brought
about a reelection. He is a steadfast friend of
his own section and actively promotes legislation in its behalf. He has served several terms
on the School Board and has always shown
his interest in the welfare of Cedar Falls.
On April 28, 1869, l\fr. \Vise was married
to Susan A. Parmalee, a daughter of Curtiss
S. Parmalee, of Clinton, New York, and they
have a family of six children. Mr. Wise and
family belof"tg to the Methodist Episcopal
Church. Fraternally he belongs to various
Masonic bodies, to the Mystic Shrine, and is
a member of the Ancient Order of the United
\Vorkmen and the Benevolent and Protective
Order of Elks. He is one of the useful, valued
and honored citizens of Cedar Falls.

ILLIAM L YO~S.
•\mong the
prominent and progressive farmers who have been successfully ·engaged in agricultural pursuits in
Black Hawk County, is the gentleman named
above, who resides in East Waterlooo township. He is a son of John and Hannah (Cavanaugh) Lyons.
John Lyons was born in Limerick, Ireland,
and came to America about 1856, when 18
years of age, locating in Massachusetts. He
remained in Massachusetts for one year, following the trade of a brick mason. He then
removed to Chicago, Illinois, where he remained for several years with his family. Later,

Mr. Lyons and his family removed to Waterloo, where he was engaged as a janitor, and
also dug wells. He purchased an 80-acre
farm, to which he subsequently added 160
acres more in section 9, East vVaterloo township.
At the time he entered this land, it
was yet wild, and required considerable labor
to clear it for cultivation. Mr. Lyons lived in
William Lyons' present place for 25 years, and
died December 21, 1898. The death of his wife
took place October 27, 1893. Mr. Lyons voted
the Democratic ticket. He was a member of
St. Joseph's Catholic Church of ·waterloo.
Mr. and Mrs. Lyons were blessed with six
children, namely: Mary, deceased; Michael N.,
who is a resident of East Waterloo; Anna, who
is the wife of Clarence Wilsey, of Waterloo;
Willia.m; Maggie, who married George Ryan,
and lives at Sioux Falls, South Dakota, and
Katie, who died in infancy. All of Mr. and
Mrs. Lyons' children attended the \Vaterloo
schools. The subject of this sketch resided
with his parents until their death.
William Lyons has spent the greater part
of his life in farming, and at present has one
of the finest and best cultivated farms in the
county. He devotes his land to general farming and stock raising, and buys; sells and feeds
cattle and hogs. He also takes considerable
interest in raising good horses, and has succeeded in his efforts in that direction. Mr.
Lyons has been successful in all his enterprises
and owns three houses in Waterloo, which he
rents. Politically, Mr. Lyons is a Democrat,
although he has never aspired to any office.
On July 3, 1893, William Lyons was mar-
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ried to Mary Hogan, of \i\Tinnebago County,
Illinois, a daughter of John Hogan, who came
to this county in 1864. They are the parents
of four children, namely: Harry Luke; Lillian
Anna; Roger John, and Mark Leslie. Mr.
Lyons and his family are members of St. Joseph's Catholic Church.

ILLIA:VI G. KOOB has made farming his occupation throughout his
entire life, and has attained a high
degree of success in his chosen
pursuit. He resides on his well tilled farm of
280 acres, situated in section 26, Fox township. He was born in Indiana, near Fort
\Vayne, July 30, 1854, and is a son of Ernest
and Maggie (Orth) Koob, both natives of
Germany.
Ernest Koob was born in Saxony, Germany,
and died while on a visit to his native country
22 years ago, being then past 60 years of age,
Mr. Koob upon coming to the United States
purchased 240 acres of land, which he cultivated for many years. Mr. Koob had served
three years in the Germa11 Army before becoming an American citizen. Politically, he was a
Democrat. He was married to Maggie Orth,
who was born in Germany, and they had two
children, namely: Henry, who lives in Black
Hawk County, and \,Villiam G., our subject.
Ernest Koob was a member of the Lutheran
Church.
\Villiam G. Koob, when two years of age
removed to Fayette County, Iowa, in company
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with his parents, and when 12 years of age he
became a resident of Fox township. Mr. Koob's
property is all cleared except IO acres of timber land which is used for his stock. Several
large barns and other buildings make his farm
one of the handsomest in the county. Politically, Mr. Koob is a Democrat.
On September IO, 1879, he was married to
Elizabeth Roth, who was born in Clayton
County, Iowa, December 4, 1858, and is a
daughter of Stephen and Annie (Linder) Roth,
both natives of Germany. Mr. and Mrs. Koob
are the parents of five children, namely: George,
who is at home; Mathilda, who is the wife of
Chris Riensche, of Fox township; and Albert,
Barnhart and Freda, who are at home.

[I

ONRAD F. PAUL is one of the most
popular, energetic and progressive
farmers of Black Hawk County,
Iowa, and is held in high esteem by
the citizens of his community for his many sterling qualities and excellent traits of character.
Mr. Paul resides on his handsome farm of 160
acres, situated in section 12, Mount Vernon
to\\'nship. He was born on the old Paul homestead in Mount Vernon township, January 8,
1878, and is a son of Conrad and Anna (Sack)
Paul, both natives of Germany.
When Conrad Paul, our subject's father,
came to Amercia, he located at Chadwick,
Carroll County, Illinois, where he immediately
After living there seyeral
rented a farm.
years, he removed to Black Hawk County,
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and located in section 12, Mount Vernon
township.
At that time this region was
yet unsettled, and the land . was all wild
prairie, which required a number of years to
bring it into a really good state of cultivation.
l\Ir. Paul at first purchased but a small farm,
\Yhich he cultivated for some time and then
purchased adjoining property, until he had in
all 200 acres. He continued his farming operations successfully on this farm until 1901,
when he retired and moved to Waterloo, Iowa,
to pass the sunset days of his life. Mr. Paul
carried on general farming and stock raising,
and reached a high position among the prominent and successful farmers of his township.
He is a Democrat but has never aspired to any
office. Eight children were born to him and his
good wife, namely: George H., who is engaged in farming in Mount Vernon township;
l\Iary, ,Yho is the wife of Jacob Brichner, of
Browerville, Minnesota; Addie, who is the wife
of Frank Dambman, of Chadwick, Illinois;
Minnie, who is the wife of Henry F. Hageman,
of l\Iount Vernon township; Emma, who is
the wife of Herman C. Hageman, of Bremer
County, Iowa; Conrad F.; Sophia, who is
the wife of Jacob \V. Hartman, of \Vaterloo,
Iowa; and Frederick J., who is working
for his brother Conrad F., on the farm. Mr.
Paul is a member of the Evangelical Church.
Conrad F. Paul attended the common
schools of Black Hawk County, and remained
with his parents until he was 21 years of age,
when he engaged in farming for himself, on a
part of the old Paul homestead, and through his
own efforts has attained considerable wealth. In

Mr. Paul built a fine, large barn, and in
he erected a handsome dwelling, making
his farm one of the best improved in his township. Mr. Paul raises corn, oats and hay, and
also devotes much of his time to raising hogs
and cattle. He makes dairying his main business. He also raises some horses. Politically,
he is a Democrat, taking much interest in
politics. He is .at present serving as a school
director. Mr. and Mrs. Paul are members of
the Evangelical Church.
1902,

1903

m

EV. LUKE DONLON, pastor 111
charge of St. Patrick's Catholic
Church, at Cedar Falls, Iowa, a man
whose learning and piety have not
only brought him to the front in his religious
body, but have gained him the respect and esteem of the general public, was born November 21, 1871, and is a son of the late Patrick
and Mary (Cullinane) Donlon.
The parents of Father Donlon were born
in Ireland, where the father was a merchant
of some note. ln 1884, Patrick Donlon immigrated to the United States and located at
Boston, Massachusetts, where during the Civii
\Var he was engaged at the armory, in the
manufacture of guns. At a later date, he removed to a farm in Clayton County, Iowa, and
there Father Donlon was born, one of his 11
children.
Patrick Donlon died March 11,
1900.

The early education of Father Donlon was
secured in the common schools in his locality.
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He was then sent to St. Joseph's College at
Dubuque, Iowa, where he graduated in 1888.
In 1893, he was graduated at the Grand Seminary, at Montreal, Canada. His ordination
followed on December 17, 1898, under Archbishop Bruchesi and his first assignment was as
assistant at Holy Cross, Dubuque, with work
at Cedar Falls and Elkader. He was then stationed for two years at St. Raphael's Cathedral.
On November 21, 1901, he was .called to St.
Patrick's Catholic Church at Cedar Falls, of
wl1ich he has been in charge ever since, carrying forward equally well the material and spiritual interests of the congregation. Constant
additions have been made to the church, its
families now numbering over 100; improvements of every kind have been made, and the
scope of the church's influence greatly enlarged.
The history of St. Patrick's Catholic
Church at Cedar Falls elates back to the early
pioneer days, when the fearless priests of the
Church traveled untiringly over a large territory, bringing the solace of religion to the few
scattered families in this then wild region. The
first church, built in 1856 by Rev. Father
Shields was a brick structure on the site of the
present church, 20 by 60 feet in dimensions.
Father Shields was one of Iowa's pioneer priests.
He administered to the spritual needs of the people of seven or eight counties, and had a most
strenuous life to live, constantly traveling over
the wild prairies of the West. He was succeeded by Father F. Gunn-1867 to 1871.
Father Gunn bought the present property where
the house stands for $1,500 from the Methoclists, and also enlarged the church. He was
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followed by Fathers O'Dowd, of Independence,
Denis Ryan, Very Rev. M. Flavin, of Des
Moines, Smith and McCabe. Father C. McCabe
came to Cedar Falls in 1874 and remained 18
years. He bought the present school property
for $3,000, built the school and brought the Sisters of Charity of Dubuque to take charge of
it. He also cleared off a large debt on the present church, which was built by his predecessor, Father Smith. It was Father Smith who
built the present church of brick, 40 by 1 IO feet,
in dimensions, for $14,000. But to Rev. C.
McCabe are the people of Cedar Falls most
indebted. It was he who paid off the large
debt on the property and placed the parish on a
solid and prosperous foundation. Such is the
history in . brief of the Cedar Falls Catholic
congregation. Among the successors of Father Shields was the late beloved Father Coyle,
deceased in 1901, a sketch of w horn will be
found in this work.

l]

OHN MYERS, one of the prominent
farmers of Cedar township, Black
Hawk County, Iowa, the owner of
"Cedar Bend Farm," a fine estate of
216 acres situated in section 7, was born in
Perry County, Pennsylvania, March 31, 1851,
and is a son of John and Sarah (Foulk) Myers.
Both parents were born in Pennsylvania, of
German extraction. The father was a shoemaker, miller and farmer. His death occurred
on August 23 , 1865, at the age of 55 years, and
that of his wife on March 21 , 1860, at the age
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of 46 years. They had nme children, as follows: Levi, who died in Missouri; Aaron, who
lives in Tennessee; Urias, who lives at Storm
Lake, Iowa; Darius, who lives in Kansas; Mrs.
Kate Foulk, of Cedar township; Cenas, who
lives in Kansas; Urban, who died in Kansas;
John, our subject; and Mrs. Susan Foulk, of
Waterloo, the youngest member.
Our subject, John Myers, was next to the
youngest member of his parents' family. vVhen
he was six weeks old, they moved to Decatur
County, Illinois, and later to La Salle County,
where both died. When he was 17 years old he
came to Black Hawk County to live with his
uncle, Peter Foulk, with whom he remained
three years, working by the month, and then
he married, and farmed rented land for four
years. He then went to Kansas, and worked
two years by the month for relatives in Bourbon County, engaged mainly in hauling and
teaming. Two years 1:ater he located in Cedar
township, Black Hawk County, Iowa, settling
on his present fine farm in section 7. It is
beautifully situated on the south bank of the
Cedar River and nearly all of it has been improved. The comfortable dwelling and barns
and buildings are set in a fine grove and there
are few more attractive or valuable Iowa homesteads than is <'Cedar Bend Farm."
On July 6, 1869, Mr. Myers was married
to Susan B. Noss, who was born in Perry
County, Pennsylvania, and is a daughter of
Andrew and Elizabeth Noss of Pennsylvania.
They had IO children, as follows: Albert,
of Cedar township; Nora, who died aged two
years; Len; Osceola; Grace; Alta; Otto; Gay:

Maud; and Johnnie, who died aged IO months.
Mr. Myers is a Republican and has often
been urged by his friends to accept office. He
has declined every position except that of school
director, his interest in educational matters inducing him to become a school official. He is
a man who is very much respected by all who
know him and in every sense is a good citizen.

l]

AMES POYNER, a prominent retired
farmer of Poyner township, Black
Hawk County, Iowa, who has been a
resident of the village of Raymond
smce 1894, was born in Preble County, Ohio,
May 16, 1819, and is a son of Rev. Nathan and
Nancy (Johnson) Poyner.
Rev. Nathan Poyner, ·who was a Baptist minister, was born in North Carolina, and was a
son of Peter Poyner, who ,yas also of American
birth. Nathan moved first to Georgia, and
later, to Preble County, Ohio, in which State
his wife was born, of Irish extraction. She
died in Black Hawk County, Iowa, and was the
first person buried in the little cemetery at Raymond.
After 1854, James Poyner located, with
his wife, in Linn County, Iowa, and in 1856
they came to Black Hawk County and settled
in what is now Poyner township, so named in
honor of Rev. Nathan Poyner, who was a
much respected and beloved man. Mr. Poyner bought land in this township, and also entered some, and at one time his homestead consisted of over 400 acres; he also had other tracts
,Yhich he gave to his children. For many years
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he carried on extensive farming operations and
raised much good stock, always taking an interest in the improvement of both stock and
land. Since 1894, as noted, he has resided in
Raymond, but he still owns the home place of
400 acres and his wife owns So acres at Raymond. During his active life he participated
in the affairs of the township, served in many
of its offices, and still retains his interest in
passing events. Politically, he has always supported the Democratic party. Both he and his
wife are valued and venerated members of the
Methodist Episcopal Church.
On October 5, 1848, James Poyner married
Sarah Scott, who was born July 2, 1831, in
Boone County, Indiana, and is a daughter of
James and Mary (Wisehart) Scott. James
Scott moved in early manhood from Ohio to
Irn;liana, where he married Mary Wisehart, who
\\·as of German descent. She died in Linn
County, Iowa, aged 42 years, and he survived
until 1895. James Poyner and his wife had
IO children, viz. : Mary E.; James Henry; Sarah E.; Frances; Martin; John T.; Cinderella;
Nancy Jane; Boone; and Seymour. Mary E.,
born August 8, 1849, married Lewis Teeter,
lives in Mound City, Kansas, and has the following children.:._Frank, Joseph, Estella, Iona
and Elva (twins), Allen, Reuben and Ada.
James Henry, born February 4, 1852, married
Olive A. Dixon, and has the following children-Glen D., Lulu May, Winona, Fyrol W.
and Alta Beulah.
Sarah E. was born March
22, 1853, and died March 19, 1858. Frances
was born September 12, 1854, and died March
12, 1858. Martin born October 27, 1856,

married Theresa Peters, lives in Anderson
County, Kansas, and has the following children
-James Lee, Rose, John, Jessie, Ward, Frank,
May, Joseph, Robert, Harold, Theresa and
Laura. John T., born March 30, 1858,
married Anna Davis, of Anderson County,
Kansas, and has the following children-Olive,
Clarence, Grover, Henry, Marion, Lewis, Romain and Harold. Cinderella, born January 12,
1862, died March 28, 1862. Nancy Jane, born
June 17, 1863, married ·W illiam McChane, of
La Porte City, Iowa, and has two childrenMaude and Edward. Boone, born March 24,
1867, married Lillian Olmstead, born in Hamilton County, Iowa, who is a daughter of John
and Rosetta (Smith) Olmstead, formerly of
Illinois, and now of Grundy County, Iowa.
Seymour, born June 17, 1869, a farmer on the
old place, married Maude Pontius, and they
have one son-Floyd. Mr. Poyner has reason
to be proud of his estimable family, and of their
success in life. Mrs. Boone Poyner, a very attractive and highly educated lady, was a teacher
for a number of years prior to her marriage.
The whole family is held in high esteem for its
substantial character, and takes precedence in
the township's social life.

HARLES D. LEVERSEE, one of
the prospering farmers and large
stock raisers of Black Hawk County.
Iowa. o\\·ning and operating a farm
of 295 acres in sections 19, 20, 29 and 30,
Mount Vernon to\\·nship. was born September
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1844, in Jo Daviess County, Illinois, and
is a son of Dow and Katherine (Knapp) Leversee.
Dow Leversee was born in l 807 in Rensselaer County, New York, near Albany, of
German parents, who came to the United
States when young. At one time they owned
five acres of heavily timbered land, which they
cleared and' cultivated, and which is now the
site of some of the fine buildings of that great
metropolis, New York City. Later they removed to the vicinity of Albany and died there,
being survived by the following children :
Isaac, Peter, William, Francis, Dow, Katherine and Sarah Elizabeth. The maternal
grandparents of Charles D. Leversee, Solomon
and Sarah Knapp, came to America from Wales
and settled in New York, but later removed to
Joliet, Illinois, where both died. Their children were as follows: Nancy, Polly, Rachel,
Louis, Katherine, Harriet, Cordelia, Solomon
22,

and Da.vid.
Dow Leversee was reared' in New York,
where he followed farming and lumbering.
Not long before the birth of Charles D., he
removed with his family to Illinois, and lived
about four years in Jo Daviess County, where
he improved a farm, and then moved to Lafayette County, \i\Tisconsin, wl1ere he owned
· about 600 acres of land. In 1853, he decided
to push still farther West, and started for
Iowa with four horses, six head of hogs and
ro head of cattle. He reached Black Hawk
County with his family and' live stock, · and
settled on a raw prairie farm in section 3 1 ,
Mount Vernon township. Hi s land was a

tract of 120 acres, and he improved it until
1861, when he sold it and moved to section
29, where he bought 400 acres of wild land.
With the assistance of his sons, he cleared th~s
property and both he and his wife died here.
They had seven children as follows : Solomon
Giles, of Mount Vernon township; Austin W.,
of Mount Vernon township; Charles D. and
Dow (twins), the latter of whom died in 1851;
Loyal, who died in 1852; Mary, who died
young; and Emma Jane, wife of Clark Pattee, of Lake Preston, South Dakota.
Dow Leversee was a man of prominenc,e,
one of those, that class of hardy pioneers, who
were noted for their robust strength, sound
common sense and unquestioned integrity. He
filled local offices, served as justice of the
peace, and as devotedly supported the Democratic ticket as he lived up to the teachings of
the Bapti'st Church.
The subject of this sketch had but limited
early educational advantages. Hiis training
on the home farm gave him bodily health a11d
strength, which made enlistment easy for him,
at the opening of the Civil War, although he
was only 17 years of age. With the Thi~d
Iowa Battery, he took part in many of the
noted battles of the war. The battery was
held one month at Dubuque, two months at
St. Louis, Missouri, and then passed on to
Springfield, Missouri, and Cassville, Arkansas,
in time to take part in the battle of Pea Ridge.
It was in the fighting at Augusta, Arkansas,
at Cotton Plant and Helena, and was then
engaged for six months in expeditions to
Eastern and Western points. It took part in
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the battle at Fort Pemberto n, was at Arkansas
Post and Duvall's Bluff, and then went back
to Helena and Little Rock, doing valorous
work at both points. Mr. Leversee was discharged at Fort Smith •in September, 1865.
During all this period, filled as it was with
hardship and clanger, he was never either
wounded or captur.ed, although he suffered
from an attack of measles and fever.
After the close of his honorable service,
Mr. Leversee returned to the homestead , and
remained with his parents as long as they lived.
After his marriage he settled ·on section 19,
Mount Vernon township, where he built a
comfortab le home and made all the substantial
improvem ents seen on every side. He received 55 acres of the homestead farm, and has
made. additions until he now owns 295 acres
of choice land, on which he carries on general
farming, having almost all of ,it under cultivation. His leading crops are corn, oats and
hay. He is a practical, well informed agriculturist, understan ds the quality of his soil and
farms intelligently. He raises good horses
and many hogs of the Poland-C hina strain.
In 1873, Mr. Leversee married Anna
Chriisty, who was born in Gloversville,, New
York, and they have three children, Hattie,
Guy and Archie H. Mrs. Leversee is a member of the Baptist Church, to which her husband liberally contributes. Politically the subject of this sketch is a Democrat , and he has
been called' upon at various times to fill local
township offices. He belongs to the G. A. R.
Post at Cedar Falls.
23
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ON. CHARLE S W. MULLAN , Attorney General of the State of Iowa,
and an esteemed resident of vVaterloo, was born in vVayne County, Illino1s, December 31, 1845, and came with his;
people to Iowa when six months old. He was;
reared in Iowa, receiving his education in
the public schools of \Vaterloo and m
Upper Iowa University , at Fayette. He
enlisted as a private in the 47th Iowa
R'egiment in 1864 and sen·ed until that regiment was mustered out. He read law under·
Judge Orrin Miller and was admitted to the
His career in law and later in
bar in 1870.
politics has been a notable one. He has been .
active as a member of the Republica n party.
He was solicitor of the city of \Vaterloo for
six years, and was elected county attorney and
served in that position six years more. In
189,7 he was elected State Senator from the
38th Senatoria l District of Iowa and served
in the 27th and 28th General Assemblies. He
resigned the office of State Senator in 1900,
and was the same year elected Attorney General of Iowa, in which office he is now serving
his second term.
Mr. Mullan is a Knight Templar, a 32nd degree Mason, a Shriner and a member of the
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks.
In 1870 Mr. Mullan married Emma L.
Hammond , daughter of vVilliam Hammond ,
and he has four children- Charles H. , Frances
G., Alice M. and Alfred W. He has liYed in
Waterloo all his life. His portrait accompanies
this sketch of his life.
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ND REW l\IcELHINNEY. The late
Andrew McElhinney, whose sudden
death occurred at his home in Waterloo, Iowa, on July 3, 1903, was one
of the city's largest capitalists and most highly
valued citizens, a man whose years of business
connection ,Yith vVaterloo's enterprises had
brought equal success to them as to himself.
Although of Scotch ancestry, Mr. McElhinney was born in Donegal, Ireland, on March
13, 1829, his subsequent life showing that ,Yith
ancestral thrift he combined the genial characteristics of the true son of the land which
gave him birth. He was one of a family of
eight children, the only surviYor being his
brother, Charles McElhinney, of Waterloo.
Until he ,Yas 14 years of age, Mr. McEl
hinney attended the local schools, performed
duties required in the household and grew up
with the rude health an active, busy life on
a farm produces. Then an accident probably
changed the whole course of the youth's life.
He was thrown from a horse and his leg broken,
a very serious occurrence at the time, but one
which he was wont to humorously mention in
after years as a very fortunate one, in that, during his long convalescence he learned two very
important things, one being how to save himself and the other, how to direct others. · His
friends would scarcely ever have been found to
agree on the first proposition, but a good part
of his life was spent in directing others how
to plan, accomplish, save, invest, combine, in
fact, how to do those wonderful things which
make great corporations as well as successful
individuals.

In the spring of 1850, Andrew and his
brother David left the old Irish home and
turned their faces toward America, landing
three months later in Philadelphia. From May
until August they worked on a farm at $7 a
month and then went to Oil Creek, where they
were accepted as employes in the White Oak
Mills, where they worked at lumbering for two
years. Their success brought two other brothers, Patrick and William to join them, and all
worked together at Wild Cat Mills for six
years. There is no doubt that Andrew was the
moving spirit which brought him with Patrick
and William on a prospecting tour to the West
in 1855. His business instinct suggested to
him the purchasing of a tract of the fertile
Iowa_land which rolled miles and miles away
over the prairie, and the three brothers together
secured a section of land in Tama County, Andrew entering 160 acres in Geneseo township,
at $1.25 an acre. He went back to the lumber
regions, but returned to his property in the
spring of 1858, broke his land and engaged
George Slade, another pioneer, to assist in the
building of what was the first frame house put
up in the township. That fall found him back
again in the Pennsylvania lumber regions. His
return in the following year was with his wife,
and they settled on his farm in Tama County,
which remained their home for 31 years. A
man so self-reliant, fearless and capable, soon
took his natural place among his fellow citizens, and during his residence in that part of
the State, he filled every local office. He served
as school director, assessor, postmaster and
trustee, and declined other positions of greater

AND REPRESENTAT IVE CITIZENS.

411

responsibility, his personal affairs having com- married to Nancy A. Smith, of Warren County,
Pennsylvania, who came to the pioneer Iowa
menced to weigh heavily upon his time.
Mr. McElhinney was one of the original home, bore the early hardships and later enstockholders in the Union Mill Company and joyed the generous returns of after life. This
served as a director of that corporation from most highly esteemed lady still survives, with
1873, when the company was reorganized. He two sons and two daughters, viz.: Fayette and
was also a director in the First National Bank Byron, both prominent financiers; Mrs. Dr.
of \Vaterloo, of which financial institution he Hanna, of Goldfield, Iowa; and Tressa, who
was for many years vice-president. He was for a number of years before her father's death
also a stockholder of the vVaterloo Improve- had been his confidential secretary and busiment Company, which controlled and improved ness confidante. The family home, on the corthe Logan House property, and had other large ner of Franklin and Fifth streets, Waterloo,
interests in various business ventures in 'vVater- which he purchased in July, 1890, has long
loo. Until within two years of his decease, he been considered one of the most attractive in the
continued as president of the Union Mill Com- city. At the time of his decease, Mr. MeElhinpany, but resigned the office on account of other ney was much interested in extensive changes
pn;ssing enterprises which were not all con- which, now completed, render it still more beaufined to Waterloo. An important financial in- tiful. In this charming home he spent many
terest was the Citizens' State Bank of Gold- happy, restful hours, when, with the cares of
field, Iowa, which he founded and of which he business laid aside, he would show those atwas president, his successor being his son, Fay- tractive attributes which made him so dearly
ette. For many years there have been few suc- beloved by his family, and admire,d by the hosts
cssful business enterprises in Waterloo in which of friends whom it was his pleasure to hospihe has not been invited to do some of the tably entertain. From boyhood he had been
"directing" that he was pleased to assert he a consistent member of the Protestant Episcolearned in boyhood, and few, indeed, in which pal Church and had long been one of the vesa portion of his great wealth was not in some trymen of Christ Church, Waterloo, and one
way made use of. This was not by any means of its most liberal benefactors.
Fraternally, Mr. McElhinney was a Mason,
all for his own advancement, for Mr. McElhinney was, in his own way, pubric spirited, gener- having joined the order in 1868, at LaPorte
ous and unostentatiously charitable. He de- City, where he was made a Master Mason.
spised deceit and hypocrisy, but was glad After coming to Waterloo in 1890, he transto give his counsel, his time, influence and ferred his membership to the Waterloo lodge,
means to assist in furthering worthy enter- and until failing health prevented he was a
regular attendant, believing in its principles
prises or in benefiting those in need.
On January 11, 1859, Mr. McElhinney was and adopting them as one of his charts of life.
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A man of strict integrity, his business was conducted "on the square." As long as he lived
he continued his fraternal interest, and it was
in consonance with his wish that his funeral
services were conducted by the local lodge.
For nearly two years Mr. McElhinney had
not enjoyed the best of health, a treacherous
heart frequently giving him notice that his
days might be numbered. To a man of upright
life and with a clean past, this warning of the
future brings no terrors and such was the case
with Mr. McElhinney. His death came as he
would have willed it, suddenly, quickly, peacefully, in the midst of his home surroundings,
with beloved ones near. He will always be
recalled as he was in his last moments--kind,
genial, and even gay, concerned for the comfort of others, rather than himself.
His
memory will be perpetuated in the great business interests which he promoted, the good
works he did, and the tender affection and sincere respect he inspired.

IIlJ

ARTIN BLIM, deceased, late editor of Der Deutsch Ameri!wner,
was long not only one of the most
prominent but also one of the most
substantial citizens of Waterloo, Iowa. Mr.
Blim was born January 8, 1841, in Abenheim,
a little village near 'vVorms, Germany, where,
by a strange coincidence, after years of busy
life in another land, he was called to his last
rest, on November 22, 1882.
In 1860 Mr. Blim came to America and

settled for a short time in Stephenson County,
Illinois. In March, 1861, he came to Black
Hawk County, Iowa, and after a short season
on a farm moved into Waterloo. In 1873 he
began the publication of the newspaper which
he so ably conducted for so long a period and
which brought him a large measure of fame
and fortune.
On January 27, 1864, he was married to
Thr,esea Ortner, who is a daughter of Joseph
and' Thresea (Koler) Ortner, natives of Austria, in which country she also was born. Her
father, Joseph Ortner, came to America in
1853, locating in Stephenson County, Illinois,
where "he died in the following year, leaving
his widow with six children, whom she carefully reared. Mrs. Ortner died in Barclay
township, Black Hawk County, in her 73rd
year. The following were the siix children :
Mary, who now lives in German; Thresea,
who is the widow of the late Martin Blim;
Joseph, who resides in Carroll County, Iowa;
John and Andrew, who live in Barclay township, Black Hawk County; and Frank, deceased. Mr. and Mrs. Blim had 12 children,
namely: John, who resici'es at Petaluma, California; Louise ( Mrs. August Golinveaux), of
Dubuque, Iowa, who has one son, Harold;
Peter, who resides at Petaluma, California;
Mary (Mrs. Charles Walker), of East 'vVaterloo township, who has one son,-Russell;
Rose ( Mrs. George Shields), of Waterloo,_
who has two daughters-Helen and Mildred;
Frank, who married Sophia Bosch, of East
Waterloo township, and has one daughterBernice; Anna, widow of \Villiam Miller, who
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died of typhoid fever, at Waterloo, February
8, 1904-she has one son, Eldon, who lives
with his grandmother; Agnes ( Mrs. Harry
Bachtell), of Waterloo, who has one sonLloyd; Wilhelmina, a trained nurse, who is
a graduate of the State University Training
School at Iowa City; Martin, who is at home;
anci' .John and Adam, deceased.
It was not until 1882 that the late Mr.
Blim was willing to acknowledge that he was
threatened with a breakdown of health and
only then after frequent attacks of severe headache had unsettled his nerves. Finally, acting
upon the advice of his physician, he sailed for
Europe in the fall of that year, landing at Antwerp in the latter part of October. A letter
\\,:ritten just before he reached port was the
last he ever penned, although advices from
his uncle, early in November, indicated that
Mr. Blim showed marked improvement. This
was probably but the result of influences which
the return to the home of his childhood
brought about, for ather distressing symptoms
soon showed, and in spite of loving care and
medical skill, he passed away in the evening
of November 22, 1882, and his burial took
place on the 25th of that month, at Abenheim,
Kreis \Vorms, Hessen-Darmstadt, Germany.
The news of the demise of Mr. Blim was
received in Waterloo with feelings of deep regret, the citizens easily recalling him when his
fine personal appearance and physical robustness made him a conspicuous figure in any
gathering. He was widely and most favorably
known in this city and' all over- the State, and
even his political opponents u11ited in testify-

mg to his absolute integrity, his unswervmg
devotion to the principles whic11 he believed
to be right and to his loyal love for his adopted
cmmtry. His generous charities made him
rhe idol of the poor and his defense of the
neeJy and distressed, with his hearty readiness
to espouse their cause with pen and purse, won
him esteem he valued, on account of its disinterestedness. His devotion to Waterloo and
its interests is easily recalled, and probably
the city never had a more shrewd and cautious
member of the City Council, one who looked
more carefully after adequate returns for the
public moneys spent.
In politics Mr. Blim was a zealous supporter. of Democratic principles and his worth
was recognized upon more than one occasion
by that party. Twice was he sent as a delegate to national Democratic conventions, the
last occasion being in 1880, two years prior
to his death. "\iVhen candidate for the Legislature and for the State treasurership, he ran
far beyond his ticket, his personal following
being large and enthusiastic.
At the time of his death, Mr. Blim owned
a fam1 of 160 acres in Black Hawk County,
and several residence properties in Waterloo,
and also had a stock in the water power company, the alcohol works and both building and
loan associations of Waterloo. He was secretary of the People's Mutual Building & Loan
Association and also controlled a large insurance agency. He carried a large insurance in
the Pacific Mutual Life Insurance Company of
California, and 111 every way had provided
for the welfare of those who depended' upon

,
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him. He was one of the leading members of
the \,Vaterloo Turn-Verein and his loss was
deeply felt by that body. Unlike many public
men, Mr. Blim was a deeply religious man,
one of the prominent members and supporters
of St. Josph's Catholic Church at \,Vaterloo,
a member of several church societies and of the
Catholic Mutual Benevolent Association of
Iowa.
Mrs. Blim still resides in the comfortable
family home at No. 1208 Commercial street
and retains possession of the farming property
in Bennington township. She recalls many of
the pioneer conditions which existed when she
came to Black Hawk County and previously
in Stephenson County,. Illinois. Her reminiscences of those clays are exceedingly interesting and her accounts of prairie fires and attacks of wolves are thrilling. She is very highly
esteemed in Waterloo and is a beloved member of St. Joseph's Catholic Church.

m

IRAM BEETER, one of the self-made
men and prominent and successful
farmers of Fox township, Black
Hawk County, Iowa, was born May
12. 1837, in Westphalia, Prussia, and is a son
of Peter and Anna Eliza ( Sherbaum) Beeter.
Peter Beeter grew up in \,Vestphalia a farmer boy and then entered the army, where he remained three years. Later he remoYed to Holland, joined the navy and served for 12 years
on one of the war ships as cannoneer. Later he
went to the \Vest Indies and there spent his last

days. Hiram Beeter's mother was also born
in Prussia; in 1868 she joined her son in Fox
township, Black Hawk County, Iowa, where
she lived eight years until her death in 1876.
Our subject's three sisters died young.
Hiram Beeter was a lad of 17 years when
he landed at the port of New York on November 13, 1854, after 59 clays at sea, on a yessel
sailing from Hamburg, Germany. Although
a stranger in a strange land, with no knowledge
of the language or the customs of the country,
his industry and willing manner soon won him
friends and he secured self-supporting \\·ork
at Lockport, New York, where he remained
during his first year in the United States. His
wages were $1 per month during the winter
months and $4 per month during the summer
season, and the best proof that can be given of
the careful economy he practiced at this time
is that out of the meager amount earned during
the year he saved $30, which he sent to his
mother in payment of the loan made him for
passage to the United States. In 1855, Mr.
Beeter made his way to Burlington, Iowa,
where he secured work on a farm for three
years at $10 a month. Then he spent three
years in the city of St. Louis, variously employee! in a chair factory, a sawmill, a pork
house and a planing mill. In 1861 he located
in Dubuque County, Iowa, and operated a
rented farm there for three years, and then came
to Black Hawk County. He bought first a
tract of 40 acres in section 1 I, Fox township,
and has continued to add to it until he now owns
a fine farm of 200 acres. For 40 years he has
lived on the place and the changes he has
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wrought are very remarkable. He has carried on general farming and stock raising and
has been very successful.
Mr. Beeter has been twice married, his
·first wife, Mary Thompson, dying in the spring
of 1877, and leaving no issue. On September
24, 1877, Mr. Beeter was married to Henrietta
Bramer, who was born in Hanover, Germany,
and came to America with her parents, Frederick and Hannah Bramer, the latter of whom
is now a lady of 80 years, residing at the home
of our subject. The five children of this marriage are: William, who lives at home; Hiram, of North Dakota; Mamie, wife of A.
Mantle, of Waterloo; and Nina and Bertha,
who live at home. The family belong to the
German Lutheran Church. In politics, Mr.
Beeter has always been a Republican. As one
of the reliable citizens and substantial men, he
has been frequently called upon to serve in
township offices. For several terms he served
as road supervisor and has always taken an interest in school matters. He has accumulated
a large estate through his own efforts and has
established a reputation for honesty and uprightness in all his dealings.

m

ICHOLAS WEBER, deceased, was
for many years one of the prominent
farmers and highly respected citizens
of Eagle township, Black Hawk
County, owning a well improved farm of 340
acres in section 30. He was born in Prussia,
Germany, January 14, 1841, and was a son
of \iVilliam and Angela (Printz) Weber.

The father of the late Nicholas 'vVeber died
m his native land, but the mother and children came to America in 1863 and settled at
Theresa, Dodge County, 'vVisconsin. There
the family lived for a number of years and there
the mother died.
In 1867 the late Nicholas \Veber came to
Dlack Ha\\·k County and purchased 80 acres
of land in Eagle township, which is still in
the possession of his heirs. To this purchas~
he added until he owned the large acreage above
mentioned.
In 1870 Mr. 'vVeber married Maria Miller,
who was born in Prussia, Germany, March
31, 1846, and is a daughter of John and l\Iargaret Miller. l\Irs. Miller came to America
in girlhood in company ,Yith her brother Mathias, and joined an older sister, Anna, who
had emigrated in 1857. Mr. and Mrs. \Yeber
had seven children, of whom the eldest born
died at the age of six months. The others are
as follows: Frank; Mary, who married James
McGarvey of Lincoln township, and has one
child-Irene; Anna; Nicholas, who died May
12, 1904; and Josephine and Louis, who live
at home. Frank \Veber, the eldest son is the
present capable manager of the farm and is
a young man \Yho is spoken of in his locality
in the highest terms.
The death of Mr. \Veber, on May IO, 1903,
was a crushing blow to his devoted family and
a source of regret to the whole neighborhood
in which he had lived so long, and all the more
so, on account of the accident which caused
it. As was his custom, he had gone to the
fields to bring in his cows in the face of an ap-
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proaching storm. His long absence frightened
the family and searchers found him where a
stroke of lightning had instantly blotted out
his life. He had never been sick nor incapacitated in his life. Mr. \Veber had been a most
estimable man in every relation in life, industrious and careful, a good husband, a kind
father and a neighbor of whom acquaintances
could not speak too highly. In religion he was
a consistent member of the Catholic Church
and lived closely to its teachings. Although
he always voted the Democratic ticket, he was
never actively interested in politics, giving his
main attention to his farm and family. He
·will long be recalled as one of Eagle township's ·
best citizens.

llill

OSEPH H. KUHNS, ex-maym· of

\Vaterloo, Iowa, city assessor since
1894, and a justice of the peace for
East \Vaterloo township for 19 years,
is one of the city's prominent and representative
men. He was born in Somerset County, PennsylYania, and is a son of Samuel and Susannah
Kuhns, both of whom are deceased. He has
;a brother and a sister, who live in Somerset
County, Pennsylvania.
Mr. Kuhns was reared in Somerset County,
attended the local schools and spent a year and
a half in study at Heidelberg College, Tiffin.
Oh·o. He then engaged in a mercantile business, first in Pennsylvania, and later at Franklin Grove, Illinois, where he located in 1867,
removing in April, 1869, to Waterloo, Iowa.
Here he engaged for a time in the grain busi-

ness, and in 1881 entered the mail service, but
in 1885 startd into the insurance business, with
·which he has been connected ever since. He
represents the leading fire insurance companies
of the country, including the Westchester Fire
Insurance Company of New York, the Connecticut Fire Insurance Company of Hartford,
Connecticut; the Milwaukee Mechanics' Insurance Company of Milwaukee, vVisconsin; the
Northwestern National Insurance Company of
Milwaukee, Wisconsin; the Farmers' Fire Insu;ance Company of York Pennsylvania; the
Queen Insurance Company of America; the
Commercial Union Assurance Company (Ltd.)
of London and the Federal of New Jersey.
Mr. Kuhns married Mary Crichfield, of
Somerset County, Pennsylvania, and they have
six children: William E., who is in the mail
service at \Vaterloo; John C., who is chief clerk
in the purchasing department of the Illinois
Central Railroad Company at Chicago; Joseph
H., who is a clerk in the same office; L. A.,
who is a machinist in the employ of the Illinois
Central Railroad Company at vVaterloo; and
Maude M. and Mary L., the latter of whom
is a successful teacher in the public schools of
Waterloo.
For years Mr. Kuhns has been prominent
in political life, one of the leading Republican
managers of the county. He is very popular
in Waterloo and was elected mayor of the
city six times, serving four consecutive years
at one time. Prior to being elected mayor, he
had been city clerk, and since 1894 has been
city assessor. In 1871 he was first elected justice of the peace in East Waterloo township,

j
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MR. AND MRS. DANIEL G. ELLIS
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and served IO consecutive years; in the fall of
1894 he was again elected and has since served.
. Fraternally he is a Mason and is connected
with the various Waterloo bodies of the order.
In religious views he holds to the tenets of the
Reformed Church. The family residence at
No. 230 Fremont street is one of the pleasant
homes for which this city is noted.

m

ANIEL G. ELLIS, president of the
Old Settlers' Association of Black
Hawk County, Iowa, is one of the
p1011eers of the county, there being
at the time of his arrival in 1850 but two houses
where \i\Taterloo is now situated, both log cabins, one of which was located on the West Side
of the river and owned by Charles Mullan, and
the other on the East Side, owned by James
Virden. Mr. Ellis engaged actively in farming until 1892, since which time he has been
living in retirement in Waterloo.
Daniel G. Ellis was born in Washington
County, Ohio, in 1826, and is a son of Reuben
and Abigail (Lindsay) Ellis. His grandfather
was Rev. Michael Ellis, a minister of the Methodist Church, who came from England to this
country in early life and located in Virginia.
He later moved to Perry County, Ohio, where
he thereafter lived until his death. He and his
wife reared a large family of children, and of
the sons one, Benjamin, became a Methodist
minister, another a hatter, and the remainder
farmers.
Reuben Ellis, the father of our subject, was

born in Virginia in I 784, and accompanied
his parents to Ohio, where he was reared and
where he resided most of his life, spending the
last few years, previous to his death in 1870,
at the home of our subject in Black Hawk
County, Iowa. He was a farmer and moved
to Washington County, Ohio, in 1829. His
first wife died about 1820, and of their family
of 12 children all are now deceased, two having
died in infancy. Subsequently he was joined
in marriage with Abigail Lindsay, who was
born in Canada and died in 1835, aged nearly
50 years. Of the family of four children born
to bless this union, Daniel G., the eldest, and
Ira, a farmer of South Dakota, are now living.
Daniel G. Ellis was reared in Washington
County, Ohio, and there cleared a tract of land
and followed farming until after his marriage.
In 1850, he came west to Black Hawk County,
locating IO miles below Waterloo, on the west
side of the Cedar R1ver. He later secured a
farm on the east side of the river, and farmed
there successfully until he retired from active
business life and moved to Waterloo. He sold
his farm some years ago and purchased a fine
home at No. 1225 Lafayette street. In 1863
he enlisted in Company C, 9th Regiment of
Iowa Vol. Cav., and served throughout the remainder of the Civil War, being confined in a
hospital during the last days of the war. He
was largely engaged in scout service in Arkansas and Missouri.
Mr. Ellis was married in Washington
County, Ohio, to Mary Hampton, who died in
September, 1896, at the age of 69 years, without issue. He formed a second union with
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Mrs. Rushia Higgins, nee Meade, who also was
a native of Ohio and came to Black Hawk
County in 1854. Mr. Ellis was reared in the
Methodist faith and has always been a member
of that church. He has always been a stanch
Republican in politics and has held a number
of local offices, serving as township trustee and
school director, and as postmaster at Eliza and
later at Elk Run. In the early days his home
was a stage station for some years. He is a
member of Robert Anderson Post, G. A. R.,
and takes a deep interest in the affairs of that
organization. He is a man of wide acquaintance throughout the county, and is held in
highest esteem. Portraits of Mr. and Mrs.
Ellis accompany this sketch.

m

EORGE R. PEEBLES, M. D., a
prominent member of the medical
profession of Black Ha,Yk County,
Iowa, and a successful practitioner
at Cedar Falls, was born at Westford, New
York, October 28, 1864. He is a son of the
late Rev. Robert W. and Maria (Platt)
Peebles.
Re,·. Robert W. Peebles, a minister of the
Methodist Episcopal Church, was born in New
York. He carried on his ministry in IO\Ya for
many years, and for a considerable period had
charge of a church at Cedar Falls. He died
in 1899; his wife died in 1871. Their family
consisted of three children.
Dr. Peebles was reared and educated in
Iowa, graduating from Upper Iowa University, at Fayette, in 1887. He began the study

of medicine under the superintendence of Dr.
M. Y. Baker, of Fayette, Iowa, who prepared
him for entrance to Hahnemann College, at
Chicago, where he was graduated in 1890. He
gained his first experience as interne in the
Hahnemann Hospital, Chicago, where he remained a year and a half, and then commenced
practice in Clayton County, Iowa. A year
later, in the spring of 1892, he located in Cedar
Falls, forming a medical partnership ,Yith Dr.
Pettit, which association continued for two
years. Since 1894, Dr. Peebles has practiced
alone, and has met with very signal success.
He is conveniently located on the corner of
Fourth and Main streets, Cedar Falls, where
his suite of four apartments is fitted with all
the modern appliances known to the profession.
He is one of the leading members of the Black
Hawk County Medical Society, enjoys the esteem of his brother practitioners, and commanc\s
a large measure of the city practice.
In 1891, Dr. Peebles married Nellie Goodyear, who is a daughter of William Goodyear,
of Fayette, Iowa. They have two childrenHelene J. and Mary L. Dr. Peebles and his
wife belong to the Methodist Church. Politically, the doctor is a Republican. Fraternally,
he is a Mason and a Knight of Pythias.

D

A YETTE F. McELHINNEY, presi-

dent of the Black Hawkl National
Bank of Waterloo, Iowa, president
of the Citizens' State Bank of Goldfield, Iowa, president of the Citizens' State
Bank of Dysart, Iowa, president of a bank at
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Holmes, Wright County, Iowa, president of
the Waterloo Carriage Company and of the
Vvaterloo Electric Supply Company, is one of
the prominent citizens and leading financiers
of Eastern Iowa.
Mr. McElhinney was born May 12, 1869,
in Tama County, Iowa, and is a son of the
late highly esteemed Andrew McElhinney, one
of Waterloo's most prominent citizens, and
Nancy A,. (Smith) McElhinney, who resides
at the beautiful family home, on the corner
of Franklin and East Fifth streets, vVaterloo.
The subject of this sketch was educated at
Western College, Toledo, Iowa, and subsequent attended Elliott's Business College at
Burlington, Iowa, graduating with the class of
1891. He then entered the First National Bank
at \i\Taterloo as collector, beginning at the bottom and thoroughly mastering every detail of
the banking business. His whole business career has been identified with banking. \Vith
bis late father and brother, Byron, he organized
the Citizen's State Bank of Goldfield, \ Vright
County, Iowa, with a capital of $50,000. Of
this, his father became president, and he became his father's successor in that office. During his 12 years with that bank as cashier, he
paid out $85,000 in dividends. He is still a
large stockholder of the bank, which is now
operated by Byron McElhinney, the subject
hereof retaining the presidency.
The Black Hawk National Bank, of which
Mr. McElhinney is president, applied for a
charter in April, 1903, and received it in the
following June. The capital of this bank is
$100,000, and its surplus, $25,000. Since the
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merging of the Waterloo National Bank with
this new organization, the capital has been increased to $160,000, with a surplus of $37,500.
The officers of the Black Hawk National Bank
of Waterloo are: President, Fayette F. McElhinney; vice-president, Richard Holmes; second vice-president, T. W. Powers; cashier, T.
K. Elliott; assistant cashier, R. E. Cushman;
and second assistant cashier, Ralph A. Law.
This bank is most conveniently located on the
corner of Commercial and West Fourth streets.
It is prepared to do all kinds of legitimate banking, and has the backing of some of the largest
capitalists of this section of the State.
Mr. McElhinney is well known in Waterloo
as an energetic and reliable business man, well
qualified to conduct the affairs of banking institutions, and the success which has attended
him in the past is a fair promise for the future.
Personally, he is one of the most highly respected members of Waterloo's social circles,
and is identified with a number of its clubs and
fraternities. He resides in the old home, \\·ith
his mother and sister.

m

ENRY C. F. BONORDEN, one of the
prominent farmers and stock raisers
of Fox township, Black Hawk County, owning a well cultivated and valufarm of 100 acres in sections 24 and 25,
born May 2, 1865, at Indianapolis, IndiHe is a son ot Charles F. W. and Caro(Lecke) Bonorden, who were natives of

able
was
ana.
line
Germany.
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The father of our subject \Yas born March
22, 1827, and died on his farm in Fox township, Black Ha\Yk County, October 12, 1901.
The mother died here also, March 1, 1878.
Charles F. \V. Bonorden came to the United
States at the age of l8 years and was engaged
in railroad work in Indiana until 1858. He
came to Iowa in 1867 and became an extensive
farmer, at one time owning 436 acres of land,
all of ,Yhich he divided among his sons prior
to his decease. This property had been secured
through his own patient industry and careful
economy. Ile supported the Democratic party
at the polls but never served in any political
office. Both he and wife were worthy members
of the German Lutheran Church and by example and precept reared in the same religious
faith their children, who were: :\Iinnie, \Yho
died young; Charles, of Fox township; Henry
C. F., of this sketch; George, of Fox township;
and Caroline, wife of Christopher Nolting, of
Bremer County. By a second marriage of Mr.
Bonorden, to Mrs. Johanna Manning, one son
,ns born, \Villiam, of Fox township.
Henry C. F. Bonorden was two years old
"·hen his parents located on the farm in Fox
township and he has lived here ever smce.
He is one of the practical, \Yell informed agriculturists of his section, attending closely to
his business and meeting with much success.
On March 29, 1894, Mr. Bonorden was
married to Mary A. Kujadt, who was born September 27, 1876, and is a daughter of Martin and \Vilhelmina Kujadt, both of whom were
born in Germany. Mrs. Bonorden was born
at Fairbank, Iowa, where she attended school;

she removed to Fox township, Black Hawk
County, about 1894. Mr. and Mrs. Bonorden
haYe one son and two daughters. The son,
Henrr C. F. C., was born March 4, 1895, and
baptized l\larch 17th. Mary A. T. was born
April 12, 1897, and baptized April 25th. Emma
M. T., the youngest of the children, was born
l\larch 26, 1899, and was baptized April 9th
in the German Lutheran Church. All three of
the children are attending public school. The
family are German Lutherans in their religious belief. Mr. Bonorden is a Republican.
In addition to raising many fine horses and
high grade stock of all kinds, Mr. Bonorden
makes a specialty of raising fox squirrels, ancl
finds a ready market for these useful and interesting little animals.

HARLES W. CAMPBELL, a prominent contractor and builder of vVaterJoo, Iowa, was born in 1852 in Pennsylvania, and is a son of Peter and
Barbara (Smith) Campbell.
Peter Campbell, father of our subject, also
followed contracting and continued to live in
his natiYe State until his death in 1902. The
mother still lives in Pennsylvania and is now
in her 94th year. She is a woman of remarkable vitality, the mother of 12 children, IO of
whom still survive-five sons and five daughters.
Our subject received the ordinary commonschool education of a village lad and learned
his father's business. In 1875 he located in

AND REPRESENTATIVE CITIZENS.
Waterloo, where he found a fine opening and
worked as carpenter and joiner until 1882,
when he began contracting. Mr. Campbell has
clone some very superior work in the city and
many substantial buildings attest his skill.
Among these may be mentioned: two stores
adjoining the Irving House; the Miller &
Phelps Block; the Cascaclen Block, and many
city residences on both sides of the river; the
Waterloo Motor Works; Swift's foundry; the
Heclforcl Brothers foundry; 12 cottages at
Westfield; the Walter Johnson and Claus
M. Junge residences on Leland .avenue, Vv est
Waterloo, and the candy factory; while in
Hudson he built the Union Presbyterian
Church, a substantial stone building and modern houses for Messrs. Slusher and Bedford,
the latter at a cost of $7,000.
Mr. Campbell is one of the IO owners of
the Home Park addition and is interested in
the Home Park Driving & Amusement Association; he is also interested in the Oak Lawn
addition, and has been prominently identified
with the development of Waterloo. Mr. Campbell has accumulated his large property through
industry and wise investments and is not only
at the present time one of the city's most public spirited men but also one of her capitalists.
In 1881, Mr. Campbell married Anna R.
Clough, who was born in Maine, and is a daughter of William Clough, who came to Waterloo
when she was a child. Three children have
been born to Mr. and Mrs. Campbell-Guy,
Angeline and Barbara. The eldest, a graduate
of the Waterloo schools, was married in June,
1903, to Edith Lindsay and is his father's fore-

man. The daughters bear the names of the
paternal and maternal grandmothers.
The
pleasantly located and comfortable family home
Mr. Campbell built on Third and ·w ashington
streets. For some time he has lived practically
retired, his leisure being devoted to merly looking after his large contracts. He holds membership in the Knights of Pythias lodge at
Waterloo. Politically he is a Democrat. His
wife is a member of the Congregational Church.

rl

EONARD KRANTZ, who is now
serving in the capacity of postmaster
of Gilbertsville, Black Hawk County,
is a prominent citizen of the county,
and is held in the highest esteem by all who
are acquainted with him. He was born in Fox
township, Black Hawk County, Iowa, November 27, 1866, and is a son of John and Magclaline (Jelly) Krantz, both natives of Germany.
John Krantz came to America when he
was 23 years of age and his wife came to this
country at an early elate, in company with her
parents. Mr. and Mrs. Krantz are still living
on a farm in Fox township. They are the
parents of eight children-four boys and four
girls.
Leonard Krantz has lived in Poyner township all his life, and remained on a farm until
six years ago. Mr. Krantz then entered into
the mercantile business with H. E. Nemmers,
under the firm style of N emmers & Krantz.
The firm operated for four years when Mr.
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Krantz purchased the interest of his partner,
and has since successfully conducted the store.
Mr. Krantz had only a common school education and through his own efforts has attained
what he has at present. Politically, he is a
member of the Republican party.
In 1888 Mr. Krantz, was married to Katherine Nosbisch, who was born in Germany, in
October, 1866, and is a daughter of John and
Maggie Nosbisch. Mrs. Krantz was an infant
when her parents came to the United States.
Mr. and Mrs. Krantz are the parents of one
daughter-Magdaline. Mr. Krantz is a member of the Catholic Church.

OLOMON GILES LEVERSEE, one
of the successful farmers _and extensive stock raisers of Mount Vernon
township, Black Hawk County, who
operates 240 acres of land in sections 29 and
30, was born in Albany County, New York,
March 20, 1838. He is a son of Dow and
Katherine (Knapp) Leversee.
Dow Leversee was born in 1807 in Rensselaer County, New York, being one of seven
children born to his parents, his brothers and
sisters being as follows: Peter, Francis, William, Isaac, Sarah! Elizabeth and Katherine.
He was reared in the county of his birth and
married Katherine Knapp, of Mayfield, Fulton
County, New York, a daughter of Solomon
Knapp. Dow Leversee's father owned land
and a sawmill, and Dow worked both on the
farm and in the mill. In 1841 he moved to

Will County, Illinois, and was engaged in farming there for one year. He lived at Freeport
for one year, and then moved to the northern
part of Stephenson County, Illinois, and carried
on farming for six years. Then he removed
to Lafayette County, Wisconsin, where he operated a farm, and in addition conducted a
store and a wagon and blacksmith shop for five
years. On October 16, 1854, he established a
wagon and blacksmith shop in Cedar Falls. In
the meantime he purchased tracts of land in
Mount Vernon and East \ Vaterloo townships,
aggregating 187 acres, on which he erected
a log house and stable. He matle his home on
this land until the spring of 1861, when he
bought a farm of 480 acres in sections 19, 20,
29 and 30, Mount Vernon township. At the
time of purchase, the land had some slight improvements, but much of its later excellent condition was the result of his labor. Dow Leversee died on this farm March_ 19, 1872, aged
66 years. His widow died at the home of her
son, Solomon G., November 1, 1898, aged 89
years. Mr. Leversee had always been considered a good farmer and successful stock raiser,
but as long as physical strength held out he
paid considerable attention to the blacksmith
business. In politics a stanch Democrat, he
held local office at various times. For many
years he was one of the most reliable justices
of the peace of Mount Vernon township. The
children of Dow and Katherine (Knapp) Leversee were as follows : Mary, who died young;
Solomon Giles, our subject, named for his
grandfather Knapp; Austin W., a farmer of
Mount Vernon township, whose sketch appears
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else,Yhere in this work; Emma Jane, wife of
A'. C. Pattee, of Lake Preston, South Dakota;
Charles D. and Dow (twins)-the former a
farmer of Mount Vernon township, whose
sketch appears elsewhere in this book, the latter deceased in 1851; and Loyal, who died in

1852.
Solomon Giles Leversee had few opportunities to attend school, the greater part of
his boyhood being spent in assisting his father.
However, as in the case of many so situated in
youth, the deficiencies of early training are little
in evidence at the present. Mr. Leversee has
given his own children advantages he was never
able to enjoy himself, but experience and association with the world have made him a very
\Yell informed man in all necessary branches,
fully capable of holding his own in local polit ics or business affairs. In the spring of 1866,
li e and hi s brother, Austin vV., worked the
homestead farm in Mount Vernon township
on shares, under their father's direction. In
this year, he married and in the next year
located in section 29, where he had a frame
house. He completed the building of his first
barn, April 11, 1871. This was burned, and
in 1901 he rebuilt the great bank-barn 40 by
So feet in dimensions, which is one of the most
substantial in the neighborhood. In 1890 he
began to erect his fine stone residence, having
collected the material from many sourcs, some
of it being same as that used in the State Capitol
at DesMoines, some from Vermont and some
from Dakota. This stone carefully combined
has been used in the building of this imposing
residence, which has dimensions of 28 by 32

feet and 20 by 24 feet. As all the other improvements are of a like character, Mr. Leversee's place is much admired. It is admirably
situated for both general farming and stock
raising, and he raises corn, oats and hay, feeding the greater part of it. He pays attention
only to the best kinds of live stock, having many
head of Polled Angus cattle, draft horses, and
Poland-China hogs. He owns five acres of fine
timber land in Bremer County.
In the fall of 1866, Mr. Leversee married
Emma J. Eyestone, of Ohio, who is a daughter
of Abraham and Elizabeth (Lundy) Eyest::me.
They came to Black Hawk County July 4,
1853, lived first in Mount Vernon township,
spent about five years in Iowa County and later
went to Calhoun County, where the father died.
The mother returned to Mount Vernon township and subsequently died here. The five children of Mr. and Mrs. Leversee were: Dow
vVilliam, who died, aged 21 years; Mark A., a
farmer in South Dakota, who married Lucy
Conklin; Samuel Tilden, who operates a part of
his father's farm-he married Harriet B. Whillis; Anna Florence, who is the wife of Eclwarcl
Hollenbeck, of Cedar Falls; Amos C., a farmer
of Washington township, who married Luella
Helfer; and Renay E., who resides at Cedar
Falls.
Mr. Leversee has been very sucessful in all
his undertakings, and is one of the county's
substantial and highly respected citizens. In politics a stanch Democrat. he has held a number
of school offices, but has paid more attentioin
to agriculture than to politics. Fraternally he
is a Mason and an Odd Fellow, being a mem-
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ber of Blue Lodge, No. 65, A. F. & A. M., of
Cedar Falls, and of Lodge No. 585, I. 0. 0. F.,
Janesville. He was reared by his worthy parents in the Baptist Church.

D

RANK J. EIGHM EY, cashier of the
First National Bank of Waterlo o,
Iowa, belongs to one of the promine nt
pioneer families of this locality. He
was born March 30, 1863, in Eagle township,
Black Hawk County, Iowa. He is a son of
Calvin W. and Catherin e A. ( Penne) Eigh-

mey.
Calvin W. Eighmey , who now lives in comfortable retireme nt at his home, No. 53 Mulberry street, East Waterloo , was born in Saratoga County, New York, October 11, 1831,
and is a son of Leman A. and Chloe ( Barrass)
Eighmey , both of whom were born, reared and
married in New York. Leman A. Eighmey ,
grandfat her of Frank J., died April 14, 1872,
in Eagle township , Black Hawk County. His
wife, who was born in Saratoga County, ?\e\\·
York, Februar y 27, 1810, survived him some
years. They had the followin g children,
namely: Hiram, a veteran of the Civil War,
who lives retired at Hudson ; Parley ( deceased), who was also a veteran of the Civil
War; Orson, who resides in Cedar Falls township, near Normal; Calvin W.; Charles, who is
presiden t of the First National Bank of Dubuque; Mrs. Helen Taggart , who lives in
\Vaterlo o; Mrs. Mary Jane Conrad, who resided
in Lewis, Cass County, Iowa, at the time of

her demise; and Mrs. Nettie Coles, who lives
in Kansas.
About 1843 Leman A. Eighmey journeye d
to La Salle County, Illinois. The party consisted of his own and two other families, and
the trip was made in covered wagons and was
Some hardship
of several weeks duration .
the black
through
lay
was endured as the route
swamps of Indiana. At that time, scientists
had not discovered the malaria germs to which
the little party exposed themselves while camping in these marshes ; but the chills and fevers
which so afflicted the pioneers settlers testified to their presence. After a year's residence
in Illinois, Mr. Eighmey de_cided to push further \\·est, and lived for two years in Southern
Iowa. He then located in Dubuque County
\Yhere Mr. Eighmey engaged in the hotel business, about 1850, at Rock Dale. He came to
Black Hawk County in the early "sixties" and
settled on a farm on section 10, Eagle township, where the rest of his life was spent. He
left excellent provision for his family, having
entered about 700 acres of governm ent land.
Calvin VI. Eighmey was 12 years of age
·when his parents left New York. During the
year 1853 he lived in La Salle County, Illinois, and later worked in the lead mines near
Dubuque, Iowa. In the spring of 1856, he located in Eagle township, Black Hawk County.
He settled on an 80-acre tract of land given him
by his father, being one of the very first settlers
in the township. He erected a shanty masuring 14 by 18 feet, of green lumber, and in
this primitive dwelling the notably severe win_ters of 1856 and 1857 were spent. During
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the latter year, it was not an unusual sight to
see wild animals near the dwelling, and a large
elk was captured in the door-yard. At one time
seven deer were counted within the home enclosure. Mr. Eighmey broke his prairie land
with a yoke of oxen, the great strength of these
docile animals being only surpassed by modern
machinery. The hard work and many privations of those days, now that they have been
safely survived, seem almost incredible in the
light of present day improvement. Mr. Eighmey can recall his first crossing of the Cedar
River at Waterloo, when he was obliged to ford
it with his ox-team. His faithful, capable wife
was his ready assistant during these years of
privation, and has survived to enjoy the comforts and the honorable attention which both
certainly earned. It was her busy hands that
fashioned the clothing, clipped the candles which
,,·ere their only means of lighting-and did the
hundred and one duties which made their domestic life atone for much necessary deprivation. It was a great event when the first stove
was brought into the township, and the appearance and use of kerosene lamps called forth
much public comment. Through all those days
of continual physical activity, Mr. Eighmey
kept pace with the township's public enterprises,
and was chosen by his fellow citizens to serve
in a number of responsible positions. For many
years he served as township trustee; he was
road supervisor, a member of the first School
Board of Eagle township, and administered
the law as a justice of the peace for a long
period.
Mr. Eighmey early erected a substantial
24

residence, and added another 80 acres, for
which he paid $5 an acre. Here he set out a;.
fine orchard and three groves, erected good!
buildings, and spent many years upon his improved property. In 1890 he moved into Waterloo, and later sold the farm. For over 35 years
he has been a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. He was a charter member of
the first church organization and was active
in the union gatherings prior to its establishment. His present church connection is with
the congregation of Grace Methodist Episcopal
Church at Waterloo.
. On April 19, 1854. Calvin W. Eighmey was
married to Catherine A. Penne, who was born
in Germany, October 20, 1834, and came to
the United States at the age of 11 years.
The children of this union were: William, who
was born in Dubuque, and is an implement
dealer on South Mulberry street, Waterloo~
Mrs. Nettie Miller, who was born in the
pioneer shanty first erected by her father on the
prairie, and is a resident of Waterloo; Frank
J., who was also born in the same dwelling;
Charles, who was born in the second house,
and is in the grocery business in Waterloo; and
Jessie, who died in April, 1876, aged three
years. Before passing on to our immediate
subject, we note a pleasant event in the lives
of Mr. and Mrs. Calvin Vv. Eighmey, this
being the celebration of their golden ·w edding
anniversary, · which took place on April 19,
1904. The assemblage gathered at the home
of their son, Frank J., at No. ro8 Independence
avenue. It was a reunion of all the children
and their descendants, and proved an occasion

HISTORY OF BLACK HA WK COUNTY

of the most interesting and enjoyable character.
The gathering celebrated a family event necessarily interesting to all concerned, and was an
affectionate tribute of devoted children to beloved and honored parents.
Among the
souvenirs left behind were many articles of
both use and beauty, made of the precious metal
associated with such a celebration, the most
valuable ones being two gold-headed canes and
a solid gold watch.
Frank J. Eighmey attended the public
schools of Eagle township with which his
father had much to do in their early organization, and then spent one and a half years at
Tilford Academy, at Vinton, Iowa. He afterward entered the Dubuque Business College,
where he was graduated with the class of 1882.
He next entered the First National Bank of
Dubuque as collector and bookkeeper. Subsequently, he was cashier, for one year, of the
First National Bank at Dell Rapids, South
Dakota. In 1887, his association began with
the First National Bank of Waterloo, as collection clerk; and he filled every subordinate
position in this institution until he as made
cashier, in 1898. Mr. Eighmey has a number
of other business interests, being president of
the Cedar Valley Manufacturing Company;
treasurer of the Waterloo Register Company,
a new enterprise; and treasurer of the Waterloo
Building & Loan Association. In matters of
public improvement, he has long been prominent, being treasurer of the School Board of
East Waterloo, and identified with other civic
affairs.
On August 18, 1885, Mr. Eighmey \\'as

married to Jennie \Vilson, daughter of the late
Richard and Margaret Wilson, who were natives of Mitchell, Ontario, Dominion of Canada. They have three children,-Gladys K.,
Paul W. and Allene. Both Mr. and Mrs.
Eighmey are active workers in Grace Methodist
Episcopal Church, in which the former has
been treasurer and Sunday-school superintendent.
Politically, the subject of this sketch is a
Republican. Fraternally, he is a member of
the Royal Arcanum and the Ancient Order of
United Workmen. The beautiful family residence is one of the most modern homes of
Waterloo, and is the scene of many pleasant
social functions and much generous hospitality.

m

EORGE ALBERT EVENSON, M.
D., who, as physician, merchant and
postmaster at Finchford, Iowa, is
one of the town's most prominent
and busy citizens, was born January 31, 1859,
on Jerusalem Hill, Beaver tqwnship, Butler
County, Iowa. He is a son of Lewis' and Ellen
( Ringsrude) Evenson.
The parents of Dr. Evenson were born,
reared and married in Norway, and came to
America in 1852, bringing the two chil<lrc>n
of the family at that time-a son and daughter
ter. The former is deceased, and the latter,
Martha, is the wife of Henry Gilbert of Wisconsin. The family was increased by the birth
of three sons and three daughters, in this country, our subject being the fifth of the six chi!-

AND REPRESENTATIVE CITIZENS.

<lren in order of birth. The others are : Josephine, wife of J. V. Crawford; Emma IL
wife of Thomas W. Causby; Mary E., wife of
A. A. Briggs; Edward; Loren B., who married
Abbie Boyd.
When the father of Dr. Evenson first came
to America, he settled in Wisconsin, but
shortly after moved to Union township, Black
Hawk County, Iowa. He first bought 80 acres
in Butler County, where he engaged in farming
for some years and then moved to Winslow
station, Union township, where he lived eigli-t
years ; then after moving several times he
finally settled down in Finchford, where he
died at the age of 72 years. His widow survived two years longer.
Dr. Evenson remained with his father until
the age of 20 years, assisting in the cultiva<_;on
of the land. His education was mainly oGtained in Black Hawk and Franklin counties,
attending High School in the latter county,
following which he taught for about IO sessions
in various parts of the State. In 1890, while
clerking in a store at Hampton and later at
Finchford, he began the study of medici11(:,
which he continued until prepared to enter the
medical department of the State University
of Iowa at Iowa City. In 1896-97 he took a
second course of lectures at Iowa City and
then took his examination and received his
degree at Des Moines. In 1897 he began practicing at Finchford in Union township, where
he has remained until the present time.
Dr. Evenson is also engaged in operating a
general store, in partnership with his brother
Edward. This enterprise was established in

1901 and is one of the prospering concerns of
the town. On August I, 1903, Dr. Evenson
was appointed postmaster and has performed
the duties of the office satisfactorily ever since.
He has been foremost in promoting all public
matters. For I 5 years he has been a member
of the Finchford Cornet Band which owes
much of its success to his efforts. At present
his efforts are being put forth to build up a
farmer's mutual telephone system.
In 1900 Dr. Evenson married Grace E.
Read, and they have three children: Hattie,
Lester and Ethel. The family attend the
Christian Church.
In politics Dr. Evenson has been a prominent supporter of the principles of the Republican party. Since 1896 he has been town clerk.
Fraternally he is associated with the Masons,
Woodmen, Modern Brotherhood, Royal Neighbors and the Odd Fellows, belonging to the
Janesville lodge of the last mentioned society.
His business and professional interests are all
centered in Finchford, where he commands the
respect and esteem of all who know him.

TEPHEN A. BISHOP, a highly respected citizen of Cedar Falls, where
for many years he was a successful
and representative business man, was
born in Ohio, September 4, 1824. He is a son~
and one of two surviving children, of the family
of 10, born to his parents, Stephen and Amy
(Davis) Bishop.
Stephen Bishop was born in Connecticut,,_
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and learned the trade of a cabinet-maker. He
located in Ohio, and there his family was born
and reared. Many of their descendants still
reside in that State. Stephen Bishop was a
man of exemplary life and character, and he
and his wife were highly respected.
The subject of this sketch remained at
home with his sister, Delia, until he reached
his majority. He then \\"ent to Cleveland, and
thence, in 1852, came to Cedar Falls, Iowa.
He reached the city with a capital of $15, which
he used in the purchase of lpmber, and while
working by the day he managed to erect his
own house. An accident caused the loss of his
household goods, in passage over the lake, and
he did not recover them until the following
May, and then only by going to Rockford,
lllinois, for them. Mrs. Bishop did not join
her husband here until he had prepared things
for her. She reached Cedar Falls in the September following his arrival. From 1853 to
1854, Mr. Bishop engaged in the drug business,
but failing health compelled him to find a different occupation, and he went into the nursery
business. For 18 years he thus continued, and
after accumulating a competency retired.
Again, in the pursuit of health, he sought a
warmer climate, and lived under the genial
sun of Georgia, for two and a half years. Since
then he has resided continuously at Cedar Falls.
He has been a useful citizen, has served in the
City Council, and has contributed liberally to
the various enterprises which have served to
build up the city.
In 1850, Mr. Bishop married Cordelia McCurdy, who died in April, 1864, leaving four

children, two of whom survive, namely: Mary,
wife of Jacob Boehmler, of Cedar Falls; and
George K., who lives 111 Nebraska. In
August, 1865, Mr. Bishop married Anna
M. Buckmann, •and four children have
been born to this union, namely: John W.,
who lives in Tennessee, where he is foreman
for Harris & Cole Brothers; Clara M., -a clerk
in Robinson's store in Cedar Falls; Bertha, a
trained nurse of Cedar Falls; and Helen, wife
of John Croak, agent for the American Express Company, in Cedar Falls.
In politics, Mr. Bishop is identified with the
Republican party. For a long period, he was
vice-president and a director of the Cedar
Valley Building & Loan Association. He has
seen many changes since he first made his home
here, and no citizen rejoices more in the imMr.
proved conditions that now prevail.
Bishop's comfortable and attractive home is
situated at No. 6 18 West 12th street.

m

ENRY PFEIFFER. The late Henry
Pfeiffer, whose death occurred November 6, 1893, at his home in Cedar
Falls, Iowa, was long one of the
prominent business men of Black Hawk County, identified first as a brewer, and later as a
farmer. Mr. P feiffer was born in Bavaria,
Germany, on January 14, 1830, and was a son
of Lenhardt Pfeiffer, who owned and operated
large breweries in that country.
The subject of this sketch came to the
United States in 1853, and immediately engag-
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eel in the brewing business in Pennsylvania.
In 1856, when he had established it, he returned to Germany to marry, and came back
to this country with his wife. He continued his
bre\\'ing business in Pennsylvania for another
year and then removed to Dubuque, Iowa, and
there conducted a brewery for one year, when
he removed to Cedar Falls. Here he oper::tted
the first and only brewery from 1858 until a
change in the State laws made it out of the
question to continue the business longer. During the whole time he was in business in Cedar
Falls, he was regarded as an upright, honorable
man and was respected by all who had dealings
with him. After closing his brewery, Mr.
Pfeiffer retired to a farm ,Yhich he successfully
cultivated for IO years, and then retired from
His fortune, well invested,
active effort.
yielded a large income, and his last years were
spent in its enjoyment in his beautiful home in
Cedar Falls. Mr. Pfeiffer was noted for his
good citizenship and for his benevolent disposition. He gaye largely to charity and was
liberal to all in need. Fraternally, he belonged
to t,,·o orders-the Independent Order of Odd
Fello\\'s and the Ancient Order of United
\Vorkrnen. Politically, he was a Democrat.
His death was a loss to this city, and he left
many \\'ho will long recall him with feelings of
regard.
::\Ir. Pfeiffer was married April 3, 1856, in
Germany, to Barbara Kloftinger, who was a
daughter of Marcus Kloftinger, a prominent
hotel keeper in Germany. A large family were
born to them, all of whom survive; all except
one are married, and all are well established in
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life. One son, Jacob H., is an enterprising business man of Cedar Falls, who built and owns
the Arlington Hotel, has other large real estate
interests, and conducts a drug and jewelry
store. The other children are as follows :
Henry; Gustaf A., and Paul M., wholesale druggists of St. Louis, Missouri; Ernest and William, druggists, of Oelwein, Iowa; Lenhardt,
a farmer living near Cedar Falls; Rosa, wife of
C. R. N edehoffer, who lives in Naperville, Illinois; and Anna, wife of C. D. Merner, a
druggist of Cedar Falls. Mrs. Pfieffer still
survives and is the center of a large family and
social circle. She is very highly esteemed for
her many estimable qualities of mind and
heart.

I]

AMES LOON AN, a prominent and influential farmer of Black Hawk County, lives on his well improved farm of
240 acres, situated in sections 29 and
30, Orange township. He was born in Winnebago County, Illinois, January 21, 1861, and
is a son of Thomas and Katherine (Glenny)
Loonan.
James Loonan came to Black Hawk County
in company with his parents when a small child,
and has resided here since. He attended the
common schools of Black Hawk County and
the Gem City Business College, of Quincy, Illinois. After reaching maturity, he engaged in
Mr. Loonan's name is known
farming.
throughout Iowa by all large stock raisers, and
he is numbered among the most extensive breeders in the State. Mr. Loonan makes a special-
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ty of breeding and ra1s111g P.ercheron horses, who were natives of New Jersey. Mrs. Park
and owns the celebrated, registered, imported is one of the nine survivors of their family of
stallion, "Boer," No. 24,267. All of Mr. Loon- 13 children, viz.: Henry H., Joseph, Elizabeth,
an's stock is registered; he has at present about James, Emanuel, Anna, Jacob, Wesley and
25 full-blooded colts on his farm, and several Margaret. Mr. and Mrs. Park had a family
brood mares, which are unsurpassed in the of five children; the three survivors being MilState of Iowa. Mr. Loonan is an extensive ton A., of Des Moines, Iowa; Jennie, wife of T.
feeder of cattle for the market, and ships in H. Gill, of Marengo, Illinois; and Lincoln E.
large numbers. He is also interested in variLincoln E. Park attended the common
ous other business enterprises in \ Vaterloo schools of Illinois and Iowa, and came to Waand Black Hawk County. He is a member of terloo when a boy of 12 years. He was not
the board of directors of the Black Ha wk m1..tch more than that when he began to proNational Bank, of Waterloo, and also of the vide for his own necessities, engaging in variLeavitt & Johnson National Bank, and the First ous lines, selling apples around the railroad
National Bank of Hudson. Mr. Loonan ,Yas shops, and watching for opportunities to show
one of the organizers of the Black Hawk Na- his industry. As soon as he was old enough,
tional Bank, and he is a large stockholder there- he became a grocery clerk, drove teams and
111. Politically, he is inJep~nJent.
looked after the many odds and ends of the busIn 1886 Mr. Loonan was married to Eliza- iness, which gave him a valuable experience of
beth Vaughan, a daughter of James Vaughan, men and things. He ,yas connected ,Yith the
and two children have been born to them, grocery business in \Vaterloo as clerk and as
namely : Lloyd J and George V.
proprietor for 17 years, making many warm
friends during this time. In 1893 he began to
operate in real estate in East \Vaterloo, and has
been identified with many large transactions.
IN COLN E. PARK, one of the well He was a prominent factor in the buying and
known business citizens of Waterloo, platting and subsequent selling of the Linden
Iowa, engaged in the real estate and Place addition, a tract of 96 acres of most deinsurance line, was born December 2, sirable land. This addition has the distinction
1860. in Marion County, Missouri, and is a of adding more population to the city, at the
son of Robert J. and Mary E. (Geist) Park. time of the recent extension of the city limits,
Robert J. Park was a farmer in early life, than all other additions in the territory annexed.
but later engaged in the grocery business in Mr. Park also represents a number of the lead·w aterloo, where he died in 1887. His wife ing· insurance companies. His reputation is
still survives, and resides in Waterloo. She that of a first class business man, and an honis a daughter of Daniel and Jane (Park) Geist,
orable ancl upright citizen.

U
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In 1893, Mr. Park married Carrie E. Rutledge, who is a daughter of Rev. J. E. Rutledge, a minister of the Methodist Church of
the Missouri Conference. They have three interesting children-Marjorie , who is nine years
old ; and Madeline and Marian (twins), who
are four years old.
Politically, Mr. Park is a Republican. Fraternally, he belongs to the United Workmen, the
Royal Arcanum, and the Brotherhood of American Yeomen.

RS. SARAH M. GOLINV AUX,
widow of the late Joseph P. Golinvaux, resides on a beautiful farm
of 160 acres situated in section 18,
Cedar township, Black Hawk County, known
as the "Cedar Hill Farm." Mrs. Golinvaux is
held in the highest esteem in and about Cedar
township. She was born in Dubuque County,
Iowa, March 17, 1858, and is a daughter of
Anthony and Margaret Hagan, both natives of
Ireland.
Joseph P. Golinvaux, her beloved husband,
was born in France, January 25, 1851, being
one of nine children born to August and
Mary Goli1waux. He came to the United
States in company with his parents when 15
months old. His father and mother first settled in New Orleans, Louisiana, where they remained a short time and then removed to Dubuque County, Iowa, whence after a stay of
a few years they came to Black Hawk County,
Iowa. Here Mr. Golinvaux took up the occu-
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pation of farming and followed that line until
his death, which took place July 2, 1901. The
farm he acquired in Cedar township, now ocupied and operated by his family, consists of
160 acres of well improved land. Politically,
Mr. Golinvaux was a Democrat and took a
citizens' interest in political affairs.
The marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Golinvaux
took place April IO, 1872, and four children
were born to them, namely: Mary, born February 4, 1878; Joseph, born November 25,
1882; Eustace, born February 20, 1885; and
Ray, born July 23, 1892. Mr. Golinvaux was
~ member of the Catholic Church.
Mr. and Mrs. Hagan, our subject's parents,
upon coming to the United States, settled in
PennsylYania and later removed to Dubuque
County, Iowa, where Mr. Hagan now lives.
Mrs. Hagan died in Dubuque County, Iowa,
when her daughter, our subject was but four
years old, having reached the age of 45 years.

ONRAD FRITZ, deceased, was one
of the most prominent and influential farmers of Black Hawk County,
and his death, on November 18, 1903
removecl one of the most prominent workers in
the upbuilcling of this county. Mr. Fritz resided on a well cultivated farm of 240 acres
situatecl in section 6, Bennington township. He
was born in Hessen-Darmstadt, Germany, June
18, 1823.
Conrad Fritz came to America about 1849,
and located in Rensselaer County, New York,

,
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where he remained for two years, engaged in
farming operations. He then removed to Stephenson County, Illinois, where he rented farming property and followed that occupation
there until 1853. In 1853, he purchased 160
acres in section 7, Bennington township, Black
Hawk County, Iowa, and again engaged in
farming. Here, Mr. Fritz obtained such good
results that in 1866 he bought 80 acres adjoining his £.: st purchase, and canted on general
farming and stock raising until 10 years before
his death. He sold the farm to his son, July
15, 1899. In politics, Mr. Fritz was a Republican, although he never aspired to any office.
Mr. Fritz first married 'Wilhelmina Paul
and three children were born to them, namely :
Catherine, deceased, who was the wife of
Charles Schaus, of Tacoma, Washington; Julia
Ann, who married Louis McKinzie, of St.
Paul, Minnesota, and Frederick, who died in
1864. Mrs. Fritz died in 1864. Mr. Fritz was
united in mariage, June 9, 1867, to Marie Skoreng, who was born March 7, 1846, in Friedeberg, Neumark, Germany, and is a daughter of
Wilhelm and Marie ( Apietz) Skoreng,
Mr. and
·both natives of Germany.
Mrs. Skoreng were the parents of four
children besides Mrs. Fritz, namely; Carl August, who followed his occupation as a dyer in
Davenport, Iowa, until his death; Wilhelm,
a tailor by trade, who died in California; Anna,
who is the wife of Otto Greggs, and is now
residing at Cedar Falls, Iowa; and Paul, who i!§
engaged in mining and fruit growing in California. Mr. and Mrs. Fritz were blessed with
four children, namely: Eliza, who married D.

0. Sterley, a farmer, living in Spink County,
South Dakota, and has two children-Viola
and Freddie; Conrad, residing on the home
farm, who married Helen Ulrich, and has
three children-Vernon Conrad, Clarence John
and Ralph Le Claire; Annie, of Mount Vernon
township, who is the wife of James Ulrich,
and the mother of four children-Vernon, Everett, Clayton and Marie; and Augusta, who is
the wife of George Burk, a prominent farmer
of Bennington township, and the mother of
three children-Merle, Lynn and Vera. Mrs.
Fritz is still living and resides on the home farm
with her son. Mr. Fritz was a member of the
Evangelical Church and an active church worker. His widow also belongs to this church,
having, in conjunction with her deceased
spouse, donated the land on which the church
edifice was built.

iJ

OHN T. SULLIV .AN, one of the leading members of the Black Hawk
County bar and one of the oldest settled practitioners in Waterloo, belongs
to that class of representative citizens who have
assisted in the city's wonderful development.
Mr. Sullivan was born in Muscatine County,
Iowa, October 19, 1864, and is a son of the
late Timothy and Catherine Sullivan. He is
one of the four survivors of their family or
six children.
Mr. Sullivan spent his boyhood on a farm.
He obtained his education first in the district
schools, and then at the Iowa City Academy at

l)?
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a later date. He then entered the law department of the State University of Iowa, and was
graduated with the class of 1887. Mr. Sullivan immediately located in vVaterloo, and as
soon as he was admitted to the bar opened an
office in partnership with J. F. Burns, the firm
style becoming Burns & Sullivan. This was
afterward changed to Sullivan, Burns & Longley, and still later, upon the withdrawal of Mr. ,
Burns, to Sullivan & Longley. Mr. Sullivan
now ·practices alone, and occupies a finely
equipped office on the third floor of the Lafayette Building, his law library being probably
the most complete in the city. So long a resident, he has been. identified with almost all of
the important litigation in this section, and
has assisted in forming the policies of more than
one of the great busines houses of Waterloo.
His general practice is of a substantial and satisfying character, and his personal prestige is
such as to reflect credit upon his profession and
the city.
On April r2, r899, Mr. Sullivan was married to Mary Gilleas, of Memphis, Tennessee,
and they haYe two children-Mildred and Jeffrey. Mr. Sullivan and his wife are members
of St. Joseph's Catholic Church.
In political sentiment, Mr. Sullivan is a
stanch Democrat, belonging to that wing of the
party which clings to the old standards. He is
utterly opposed to some of the spectacular candidates who have, in late years, sought the favor of the party, and his influence has been effetcively used against them. At the recent
State convention · he was a committeeman on
credentials, and presnted the minority report.
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Mr. Sullivan is a member of the directing board
of the First National Bank. His fraternal associations include the Elks and the nights of
Columbus.

m

J. FULLERTON, M. D., who has
been a resident of Waterloo, Iovva,
since r 884, is engaged in the general
practice of his profession, in which he
has attained unusual prominence. His present
offices are in the new Lafayette Block, suite
207. He is a man of State-wide reputation in
medical circles, and in the past has frequently
been called upon to contribute articles to medical journals and address medical societies. He
has been a constant student and keeps thoroughly abreast of the times and there are few
engaged in general practice with so broad and
comprehensive a knowledge of the medical sci-

ence in i,ts entirety.
Dr. Fullerton was born in French Creek
Valley, near Cambridge, Pennsylvania, March
8, r849, and is a son of David L. and Elizabeth (Stokes) Fullerton. He comes of thrifty
Scotch ancestry through his grandfather, who
· was born in Glasgow, married in the North of
Ireland, and came to the United States, settling
in Pennsylvania. The father of our subject
was a well-to-do farmer and a careful, conservative business man. On his mother's side the
Doctor comes of German ancestry. He was
reared on a farm and assisted in the work about
the home place until he reached the age of 20
years, in the meantime attending district school
during the winter months. In r872 he entered
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upon the study of medicine at Miller, Pennsylvania, and in 1877 came West to Iowa. Here he
continued his studies at the State University
of Iowa at Iowa City, but owing to his limited
means was obliged to work at the same time.
He graduated with the class of 1884 from the
medical department of the University, and
afterward pursued special studies at the University of Edinburgh, in Scotland, and at Birmingham, England, in 1891. In 1884 he located in vVaterloo, where he has continuously
resided since. In 1896 he established the
"Fullerton Electric Cure" for chronic and long
standing diseases, and conducted the same until
1903, when, after ·returning from post-graduate work in New York City, he resumed the
general practice of medicine and surgery. Dr.
Fullerton is particularly gratified with the success of his hypodermic consumption cure, alth ough his success in other branches ·h as been
as great. He was founder and is at the present time president of the Mecca Remedy Company, which organizati on recently increased
its capital stock to $300,000; and is a director
of the Security Savings Bank, of Waterloo,
o f which he was one of the founders. Dr.
Fullerton is the author of papers on "Conservative Surgery of the Fingers," in the Medical
Record, 1886 ; "Chloroform An:.esthesia," read
before the A ustin-Flint Medical Society, 1891;
"President's Address," Cedar Valley Medical
Society, 1892; "Surgical Report," in the transactions of the Iowa State Medical Society,
1892.
On December 22, 1869, Doctor Fullerton
\\' as married to :M ary Isadore Calkins, who was

born January 6, 1849, in Pennsylvania, and
died at the beautiful family home in Waterloo,
November 9, 19oz. She was a good wife and
mother, of most lovable character and disposition, and in her death. the Doctor received
a sad blow and an irreparable loss. Three children blessed their union, as follows : Martha
Inez, wife of Dr. Theodore B. Askew, a specialist in diseases of the eye, ear, nose and
throat, at Waterloo; Eda Irene, wife of C. V.
Bodell, of vVaterloo; and Corliss LeMarne,
who died at the age of 11 years.
As a citizen of Waterloo scarcely anyone
has done more than has Dr. Fullerton to advance its interests. He assisted in purchasing
Cedar River Park and in organizing the Waterloo Chautauqua Association, of which he was
superintendent three years and president six
years. Socially, he is a Mason and a Mystic
Shriner. He belongs to numerous benevolent
associations. He is an unswerving Democrat
in his political affiliations. Religiously, he i_s a
member of the Methodist Church. His portrait accompanies this sketch, being shown on a
preceding page.

.m

B. WASHBURN is a prosperous
farmer of Black Hawk County,
Iowa, who owns and operates a well
culti vated farri:1 of 84 acres, in section 24, Black Hawk township. He was born
September 3, 1835, in St. Lawrence County,
New York, and is a son of Harvey and Janette
(Bradshaw) vVashburn.
Harvey VVashburn was born in Vermont.
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He came to Iowa in 1854, and settled on land
in Black Hawk County, which remained his
home until his decease. He served as a member of Company A, 37th Reg. ( the "Gray
Beard Regiment"), Iowa Vol. Inf., during the
Civil War, and was honorably discharged on
account of disability. His wife was a consistent
member of the Presbyterian Church. The children of Harvey Washburn and his wife wereMarcus and Milton, both deceased; D. B.; J.
H.; and lVf artha, wife of C. C. Nelson, of Minnesota.
D. B. \Vashburn was schooled in his native
State, and located in Iowa in 1855. He had
learned the carpenter's trade, but passed his
first years in Iowa, engaged in teaching. Later
he began work at his trade, which he followed
several years, through Hardin, Grundy and
Franklin counties, and then engaged in farming.
In 1860 he bought his present farm, where he
has been engaged in general farming and
stock raising ever since.
On February 28, 1865, Mr. Washburn was
married to Mary Southard, ,Yho was born in
North Carolina, February 20, 1843, and is a
daughter of Levi Southard, who came to Iowa
in 1851, and wds the third settler in Hardin
County. They reared four chilpren-Jessie,
Janette, Mary and Hal B. Jessie is the wife
of M. C. Spencer. D. D. S .. of Mitchell, South
Dakota, and has one child-Pauline. Janette is
an instrumental music teacher, of Denver, Colorado, Mary is the wife of Lloyd McCutcheon,
editor and publisher of the Mount Vernon Record, at Mount Vernon, Iowa, and has one child
-James Washburn . . Hal B. is in the office of
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the division superintendent of the Chicago &
Northwestern Railway, at Eagle Grove, Iowa.
In politics, Mr. \Vashburn has always been
a stanch adherent of the Republican party. He
served six years as county treasurer, and is
considered one of the substantial and representative men of this section, enjoying a wide personal acquaintance and general public esteem.

fl

.\:\1ES J. RAINBO\V, county auditor
of Black Hawk County, Iowa, and one
of the prominent and substantial citizens of \Vaterloo, was born April 24,
1855, in Livingston County, New York, and is
a son of James and Eliza (Goody) Rainbow,
the former of whom ,,·as born in Yorkshire,
England and the latter in Suffolk, Engl.and, and
no,,· li,·es at Carson, Pottawattamie County.
Four sons and three daughters \\·ere
Iowa.
born to them.
James J. Rainbow ,yas reared in lo,Ya, to
which State his parents came from New York
State in 1835, a year or two after coming to
America. His education \\·as secured at :\Ialvern, Mills County, and at Io,,·a City; he graduated from the IO\Ya City Commercial College
in 1882. He immediately engaged in teaching
and continued in the profession, through Dlack
Hawk and other counties in the State. for a
considerable period, confining his efforts to the
rural districts. Later he settled clown to farming, and for 15 years very successfully carried
on agricultural operations. He still owns a fine
farm of 120 acres in Mount Vernon township.
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which is under rental. From the period of his
majority Mr. Rainbow continued his study and
reading, in connection with his business enterprises, and thus educated himself more thoroughly than do many young men placed in a
similar situation.
Mr. Rainbow has always been identified
with the Republican party, and has served in
a number of official positions. Prior to his
election as county auditor, he served Mount
Vernon township as clerk and as assessor. His
present office comes entirely within the scope
of his ability and the thoroughness with which
the duties are performed meets with the approbation of the public he so faithfully serves.
\Yhile on the farm he was a school director for
many years, and one of the reliable men of the
township, whose advice on public matters was
solicited and followed. He has served as delegate to many political conventions.
On March 31, 1888, Mr. Rainbow was married to Ida 0. Knapp, who \Yas born in Black
Hawk County, and is a daughter of Dennis
Knapp, an old resident. Mrs. Rainbow is a
highly educated lady, having enjoyed advantages both in Black Hawk County and in
Illinois. The only child of this marriage bears
the name of Frances E. Willard, who was the
great leader of the Woman's Christian Temperance Union for so many years and whose
death brought sorrow to admirers all over the
world. The pleasant family residence is situated at No. 215 East Mullan street.
Fraternally,' Mr. Rainbow belongs to the
Blue Lodge, A. F. & A. M., at Cedar Falls, to
the Modern \i\Toodmen of America, and for 25

years has been a member of the Odd Fellow
lodge at Waterloo, in which he has held all
the chairs. He is, also, a member of the Young
Men's Christian Association. He and his wife
belong to the Presbyterian Church.
Our subject, being the oldest in the family,
worked at home until he was 21, going to school
only about six weeks in winter. When he became of age, he saved his earnings and thus
paid his way at school, educating himself in
the face of difficulties that would have discouraged many.

m

EORGE H. BOEHMLER, who conducts a loan and insurance business
in Cedar Falls, Iowa, was born in
Lyons, New York, August 19, 1837,
and is a son of George H. and Eliza15eth Boehmler. The father died when George H. was an
infant.
Mr. Boehlmer was reared in New York ar.d
secured a common-school education. At the
age of 17 years, he began his business career as
a clerk in a merchantile establishment at Lyons,
where he remained three years. Wishing a
wider field, the young man turned his attention
to the \;\Test, and in 1858 came to Cedar Falls,
Iowa, where he was employed in a mercantile
establishment for a short time. In 1862, with
J. T. Knapp, he organized a grain business
under the firm name of G. H. Boehlmer & Company. This continued for several years. In
1870, he established a lumber yard at the B. C.
R. & N. depot, acting as agent for Lamb, Byng
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& Company, of Clinton, Iowa, in which capacity he did a large and successful business for
10 years.
In the spring of 1881, Mr. Boehlmer established himself in the hardware lmsiness, shortly
afterward admitting Josiah Thompson to partnership. The firm of Boehmler & Thompson
continued for about eight years, when Mr.
Boehmler purchased his partner's interest, and
conducted the concern for a couple of years.
Then he sold out and engaged in the loan and
insurance business.
In October, 1856, Mr. Boehmler was united
in marriage with Elizabeth Seligman, of Lyons,
New York. · They are the parents of seven
children, five of whom survive, as follo,Ys: ,
George S., residing in Seattle, Washington ;
Charles Albert, who is claim agent for the
Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway Company and resides in Cedar Falls; Harry Clinton,
an engineer on the Illinois Central Railroad,
who resides in Waterloo, Iowa; Carrie M., \Yife
of J. P. Harmon, a life insurance agent of Des
Moines, Iowa; and Herbert E., a merchant ancl
farmer of Hampton, Iowa. Two children
died in infancy. Mr. and Mrs. Boehmler haYe
a handsome home in Cedar Falls and enj oy
Mr.
many pleasant social connections.
Boehmler is a member of the Congregational
Church.
Politically the subject of this sketch is identified with the Republican party, and has been
its choice for many of the county offices. At
present he is serving a deputy county collector
and has been a member of the City Council.
He has been secretary of the Cedar Falls Builcl-
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ing, Loan & Savings Association for 20 years,
and is one of the city's most energetic and pubHis fraternal memberlic spirited citizens.
bodies.
Masonic
the
in
is
ship
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OHN F. SIMPSON , manager of the
Waterloo Ice & Fuel Company, of
\Vaterloo, Iowa, was born July 25,
1866, in Davenport, Iowa, and is a
son of John R. and Frances M. (Polk) Simpson.
John R. Simpson was born in Orange
County, Indiana, where he still resides, a well
known attorney and publisher of the Paoli
N ezt•s. During the Civil War he served as
adjutant of the 50th Regiment, Indiana V ol.
Inf., and was a personal friend of the great
war Governor, l\1orton. He married Frances
M. Polk, who was a cousin of President James
They had four children, the
K. Polk.
mother dying when John F. was a babe. Our
subject's only brother, Arthur J. Simpson, is
a resident of Indianapolis, where he married
Alma Miller.
John F. Simpson completed the public
school course at Paoli, Indiana, and then became
a t'raveling salesman for many large houses
including Kellog, Macauley & Terhune, manufacturers of leather belts; and the Gould Company, of Chicago, manufactur ers of pumps,
pipes and machinery- a11d covered a large territory in the copper region of the Northern
Peninsula of Michigan. F or seven years he
was with the Deering Harvester Company as
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traveling adjuster, being the oldest one in
Northern Iowa.
He then went with the
Hackett & Dailey Creamery Supply Company,
now known as the Iowa Dairy Separator Company, and was superintendent of their factory
for two years. Mr. Simpson then engaged with
the \,Vaterloo Ice & Fuel Company, and the connection proved to be pleasant and profitable for
all concerned.
The Waterloo Ice & Fuel Company was
organized in 1901, with the following officers:
N. Federspiel, president and manager; C. P.
Fedderson, vice-president; T. A. Gadbois, secretary and J. P. Kieffer, treasurer. On April
1, 1904, the following officers were elected: N.
Federspiel, president; C. P. Fedderson, vicepresident; James R. Vaughan, treasurer; and
\V. H. Brunn, secretary. This company has a
capital stock of $50,000, and a paid-up capital
of $30,000. The present improved machinery
was introduced into the plant by Mr. Simpson,
and the concern has a storage capacity of
20,000 tons. The company owns a large tract
bordering the Illinois Central Railroad tracks
and along the river on the East Side and a large
tract bordering on the Rock Island road on the
West Side, the problem of shipping ice thus
being easily solved. The company, when it was
first organized, took over the business of F. E.
Reed, and later, that of A. Wood & Sons, both
old ice and coal men of Waterloo.
On November 4, 1891, Mr. Simpson was
married to Agnes Thompson, a daughter of
Andrew and Elizabeth Thompson, the former
of whom is a retired business man. Three sons
have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Simpson :

Charles Francis, Arthur Randolph and Paul
Andrew. The family resides at Sans Souci
Park, awaiting the completion of their handsome residence on Fremont street, East
Waterloo.
Fraternally, Mr. Simpson is a prominent
Mason, being secretary of the Blue Lodge, No.
rn5, A. F. & A. M., a member of the Royal
Arch Chapter, and is thrice illustrious master
of Crescent Council, No. 16, R. & S. M. He
is a Knight Templar and a member of the Order
of the Eastern Star. He belongs to the Iowa
State Traveling Men's Association, and to the
Waterloo Traveling Men's Association.
The offices of the \Vaterloo Ice & Fuel
Company are north of the Illinois Central Railroad freight house. Ice is shipped by this company to many points, even to Minnesota. The
business is one of the largest in Waterloo, and
much of its success must be attributed to the
excellent methods of Mr. Simpson.

[I

MMOR KINGSBURY, one of the
leading insurance men of Cedar Falls,
and a citizen of business and social
prominence, was born November 23,
1843, in Muscatine, Iowa, and is a son of Jonathan and Mary E. (Timberlake) Kingsbury.
Jonathan Kingsbury moved to Iowa about
1840. He was born in Vermont, and by trade
was a carpenter and millwright. He followed
farming in Iowa, and reared his five children to
agricultural pursuits.
Emmor Kingsbury was given good educa-
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tional advantages. The opening of the Civil
\Var found him engaged on his father's farm,
which he left in August, 1862, to become a
suldier. He enlisted in Company G. 35th Reg-..
Iowa Vol. Inf., under Capt. S. H. Dixon. After
a faithful service of three years, he was honora_bly discharged August IO, 1865, and returned
to Iowa.
Upon his return from the war, Mr. Kingsbury resumed farming, which he continued until
1871, when he sold his interests near Muscatine
and moved to Grundy County, where he took up
a half section of land. This he managed until
1893, when he moved to Cedar Falls, renting
his large property. Here he entered into the
general insurance business. In this sphere he
has expanded his operations until he now represents 14 of the leading companies, all of which,
with the exception of five, are old-line stock
companies. He has met with much success,
and is well known all over Black Hawk County.
In 1866, Mr. Kingsbury married Jennie B.
Hull, who is the accomplished daughter of
Manning Hull. Mrs. Kingsbury is a lady of
much more than ordinary intellect, as was
evidenced by her being elected, in 1884, county
superintendent of schools in Grundy County, a
position which she most .efficiently held for
two years. She was the chosen candidate of
the Republican party for the next term, and
lacked but five votes of re-election. She belongs
to the most advanced literary circle in Cedar
Falls and both she and her husband are prominent socially. Mr. Kingsbury is not a member
of any church; he was reared in the faith of the
Society of Friends.
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Mr. Kingsbury belongs to the Grand Army
of the Republic, Post No. 222, and to the
Legion of Honor, his war record entitling him
to honorable membership in both organizations.
His offices are well equipped, and conveniently
located in the Vv oodmen Block.

m

ANIEL WEBSTER, one of the successful farmers and substantial citizens of Black Hawk County, Iowa,
owning a farm of 120 acres in section
4, Mount Vernon township, belongs to one of
the old pioneer families. He was born May
22, 1836, in Lake County, Ohio, and is a son of
Dr. Solomon and Elizabeth (Moore) Webster.
Dr. Solomon Webster was born July 30,
1801, in New York, and his wife on July 20,
1803, in Monroe County, New Jersey. They
were man~ed July 4, 1824, at Willoughby,
Lake County, Ohio, where Dr. \Vebster practiced
medicine until
1854,
when
he
started for Black Hawk County, Iowa.
The journey was made by wagon, rnne
head of horses being brought, with all the
household goods. At that time the party found
Waterloo a hamlet with but a few houses on
the East Side. He secured a fract of 160 acres
of good land in section 4, Mount Vernon township, which had a small house left by a still
earlier settler. Dr. Vv ebster remained but one
year engaged in farming. He removed then
to Janesville and entered upon a practice which
he continued there until 1873. Then he re-
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moved to Napa, California, where both he and
his wife lived in comfortable retirement to the
end of their days. They were worthy members
of the Campbellite Church for many years, but
before their death became Spiritualists . Politically, Dr. Webster was a Republican. The
subject of this sketch had one brother, Asa T.
He was also born in Lake County, Ohio. In
the spring of 1854 he came to Black Hawk
County and purchased a large tract of land,
which he cultivated until his death, in January,
I 894. He first married Mary D. Petersen, of
Branch County, Michigan, and second, Mrs.
Mary Allen, of Lake County, Ohio. Two children-Miria m and Josephine- were born to the
first marriage, and one-Kate -to the second
U1110n.

The subject of this sketch remained at home
and took charge of the farm, after his father
He saw many
had removed to Janesville.
hardships during the early years of settlement
here, and can recall the days when his fuel was
nothing but corn cobs; his coffee was parched
wheat; his syrup came from the maple trees and
his vinegar was home made. Machinery was
almost impossible to obtain, markets were far
away, and climatic conditions were frequently
very discouragin g. In the face of all discouragements, however, he prospered, industry and
good managemen t bringing their own reward.
Many incidents of those early days, which are
now amusing, were anything but amusing at
For instance,
the time of their occurrence.
went to DuWebster
take the case when Mr.
buque for a load of groceries. and got caught in
the mud near Independence, 35 miles distant

from his home. ln 1861, he built his house and
later bis barns, 45 by 60 feet, and 18 by 28 feet
in dimensions. He engaged in general farming and raised many bead of Red-Polled cattle,
good horses and Poland-Chi na hogs, doing
much shipping, and feeding, and succeeding
through his practical, intelligent methods.
In November, 1855, Mr. vVebster married
Helen J. Mills, of St. Joseph County, Michigan,
who died in November, 1896, having been the
devotee\ mother of the following children:
Frank M., Capitolia, Frederick S., Chari-es D.,
Jessie I. and Kate. Frank M., a farmer
of Mount Vernon township, married, first,
Linda Gish, and second, May Newell,
and has one child, Grace, by the first
urnon. Capitolia died m infancy at the
age of two years. Frederick S., of Mount
Vernon township, married Effie Good win.
Charles D., a lumber dealer and contractor at Janesville, married Della Bryden and
has one son,-Henr y D. Jessie married Joseph
Garton, lives on the old homestead, and has two
children,-E dna M. and Margaret H. Kate
died, aged 16 years. All have been well eduPolitically, Mr.
cated and are doing well.
vVebster is a Republican. Fraternally, he belongs to the Independen t Order of Odd Fellows,
Lodge No. 585, of Janesville, and is also a
member of the Encampmen t and the Rebekahs.
He is one of the best known among the prominent pioneer and highly respected citizens. His
interesting reminiscences of the early clays in
Iowa make him a delightful companion, his
mind being stored with facts and recollections
pertaining to the past half century.

JAMES BLACK
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AMES BLACK. There are few citi- up on a foundation of commercial honesty. He
zens of Black Hawk County, and still is awake to all the possibilities of trade, underfewer of Waterloo, who have not stands when to buy and when to sell, as be·heard of that enterprising, progres- comes a first-class business man, and is at all
sive merchant and public spirited citizen, James times ready to meet competition. A marked
Black, the proprietor of the largest dry goods feature of this establishment is the courtesy
store in the city of Waterloo, and one of the shown to purchasers from its genial head down
largest in the State. Mr. Black, whose por- to the humblest member of the force, and that
trait is herewith shown, was born in 1858 in this is appreciated is shown by the large reIreland, where he received his educational turns from the business.
In addition to carefully and ably managing
training.
In 1878, at the age of 20 years, he made his his large store, Mr. Black has other busiqess
first trip to America, but did not locate at vVat- enterprises, and at the same time is always
erloo until 1892. In the interim, he crossed ready to further movements looking to the adthe ocean several times and spent seven years in vancement of the city's prosperity.
his native land, engaged in .business. He finally determined to make his home and build
up a large business in a \i\Testern State, his
ILLIAM C. LOGAN, cashier of The
choice of location being the prospering city of
Leavitt & Johnson Trust Company
Waterloo. Here Mr. Black embarked in the
and the Waterloo Savings Bank, of
dry goods business and has developed from a
Waterloo, Iowa, and a prominent
small beginning an enterprise that is now
known far and wide. He has an almost un- citizen and capitalist, was born at Des ·Moines,
limited capacity for work and a complete con- Iowa, in March, 1864. He is the only surception of the demands of the public. His es- viving child of the late Hon. James W. and
tablishment is as fully equipped with modern Abigail Jane (Cummins) Logan.
Hon. James W. Logan, pioneer citizen and
comforts and conveniences as any city emporium, while his very large and carefully se- noted newspaper man and Iowa legislator, was
lected stock is adapted to the demands of the born in Washington, Pennsylvania, in March,
1826, and died at Des Moines, Iowa, in October,
most critical.
Mr. Black has introduced many original 1903, aged 77 years. He graduated at Jefferideas into his business, calculated to attract son College, Canonsburg, Pennsylvania, in
attention and secure confidence, but all in a 1849. After studying law in the office of Hon.
legitimate way, for he is not only a big man Jeremiah S. Black, at Somerset, in his native
physically, but he is big morally also, and it is State, he removed to Massillon, Ohio, where he
his chief pride that his business has been built engaged in journalism, editing and publishing
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the News of that city for two years. At Massillon, Ohio, he was married on May 25, 1855,
to Abigail Jane Cummins, who died December
13, 1900. Immediately after their marriage,
the couple moved to Muscatine, Iowa, in pioneer fashion.
Mr. Logan was editor of the
Muscatine Journal from 1855 to 1857. In
1856, he was elected chief clerk of the Iowa
House of Representatives, serving in the last
session held in the old Capitol at Iowa City.
The family then moved to Nebraska, by way of
St. Louis, where they took a boat up the Missouri river, to a point about opposite Vermilion,
South Dakota, which was then but a crude
Indian village, with no white residents.
With a number of relatives, Mr. Logan settled in this wild Western country, hoping to
establish profitable sawmills in a finely wooded
section where most of the valuable species of
hard wood were found. Just then, however,
came the panic of 1857, and the venture was
not successful. Mr. and Mrs. Logan then removed to Fort Dodge, Iowa, where the former
purchased the plant of the Fort Dodge Sentinel,
changed its politics and altered its name to the
Fort Dodge Republican, and ably advocated
the principles of the newly organized party.
He fought his share of newspaper battles preliminary to the great contest of 1860. In 1863
he was elected from the Fort Dodge district to
the Iowa Legislature, this district being composed of Webster, Pochahontas, Pala Alto,
O'Brien and Calhoun counties. In November,
1864, he removed to Waterloo and became part
owner and editor of the Courier, in which position he continued for several years. In 1874,

he was elected enrolling clerk of the Iowa State
Senate; in 1876 he was elected chief clerk of the
House of Representatives; and in 1878 he was
appointed collector of United States internal
revenue, and served until 1885. For nearly
30 years, he was a justice of the peace in Water~
loo township, and for many years conducted an
insurance office in conjunction with the late
Capt. Edgar Pickett.
James W. Logan was a man of fine intellect
and of distinguished appearance. His love of
home and family suffered a crushing blow on
the death of his wife, the only survivor of his
family being one son, the immediate subject of
this record. Mr. Logan was a master of more
than one profession, and honored all of them,
his gifts of intellect being equaled by his high
personal character. He was the sole surviving
Son of the American Revolution in Iowa, his
father having been a participant in the War of
Independence. His death took place on his
way home from California, at the home of a
relative, Dr. D. W. Smouse, of Des Moines.
William C. Logan was educated in the public schools of Waterloo, and has always made
this city his home, where his fatl.ier erected a
r·esidence in 1872. He entered the Leavitt &
Johnson Bank in December, 1882. He was
first collector and later became bookkeeper and
assistant cashier. He continued in service with
this concern until 1894, when he became cashier
of the Leavitt & Johnson Trust Company, and,
in 1902, cashier of the Waterloo Savings Bank.
He is also secretary and treasurer of the Westfield Building Company; treasurer of the People's Building & Loan Association; and has
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been, for 19 years, treasurer of the Congregational Church. He is a very progressive and
public spirited citizen, and has done much in
promoting movements for the improvemen t of
Waterloo.
Mr. Logan was married in June, 1893, to
Fannie J. Gifford, whose home was in Grinnell,
Iowa. Fraternally, Mr. Logan belongs to
Helmet Lodge, No. 89, Knights of Pythias, and
has been master of finance of this lodge for 1 1
years, being also a past chancellor.

ILLIAM L. CHAPLIN , one of the
extensive farmers, large land owners and prominent citizens of Black
Hawk County, Iowa, is the owner
of 800 acres of land in Barclay and Fox townships and lives in section 28 of the former. He
was born January 1, 1847, in Cortland Countv,
New York, and is a son of Aaron and Abbie
(Atwell) Chaplin.
Aaron Chaplin was also born in Cortland
County, and there followed the shoemaking
trade until he moved to McDonough County,
Illinois. After farming there for a season,
he conveyed his family by team to Black Hawk
County, Iowa, in 1856, settling in Barclay
to,Ynship, in section 11. He was one of the
pioneers here. In 1861, he purchased 160
acres more, in section 32, and on this place
erected a frame shanty, and later a comfortable frame dwelling. Here he lived until 1891
when he went to Storm Lake, Iowa, later to
Minnesota and still later to Brookings, South
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Dakota, where he died in 1900. He was married in August, 1842. His wife was born in
Vermont in 1821 and died' in 1898. They had
four children : William L. ; Emma, deceased,
who married Ezra Prangley, of Barclay township; Delmer E., who is engaged in farming
and dealing in real estate at Hitchcock, South
Dakota; and Edward E., who is associated with
Delmer E. The parents reared the family in
the Methodist faith. Mr. Chaplin occasionally
worked at his trade after he came to the West,
but was mainly engaged in farming. A Republican in politics, he served in several of the
minor offices, and was a justice of the pea(e for
some time.
William L. Chaplin owes little of his success
in life to the educational advantages which he
enjoyed in youth, for they were of a very
limited nature. The nearest school in Barclay
township was three miles distant, and as the
sessions were then held during the most inclement seasons, when farm work was impossible, his attendance was not very regular.
In fact, he owes little to anything except his
own industry, ability and good managemen t.
He remained at home until he was 29 years old,
and was then married, in December, 1875, to
Rose L. Chatfield, who was born in Du Page
County, Illinois. They have had six children,
as follows: Jay A., a farmer, of South Dakota,
who married Eva Young and has one son,Glen; Mabel, who married Burton Fuller, a
farmer living near Hitchcock, South Dakot::i,
and has three children ; Genevieve, who is the
wife of Charles Nesfiekl, a barber of La Porte
City, ani has one child,-Lef a R.; George D.,
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farming in Oklahoma, who married :i\Iay 1861, and is a son of the late Capt. James
Clark; and Arthur and Carrol, who are at Ellis and Eliza V. (Chase) Bennett.
home.
Capt. James Ellis Bennett was born at
After their marriage, Mr. and Mrs. Chaplin Fairhaven, Massachusetts, November 27,
settled on an 80-acre farm in section 28, 1818, and was a son of John and Mary (Ellis)
Barclay township, which he had previously pur- Bennett. John Bennett, the grandfather of
chased. They lived there several years, and Dr. Bennett, went first to sea when a lad in
then moved to their present farm, which had his teens and made a second voyage in a merbeen slightly improved. Mr. Chaplin has con- chantman to the port of Liverpool, in 1800.
tinued to add to his acreage until he now owns There, with a companion, he was the victim of
800 acres in Barclay and Fox townships and a press gang, hurried unwillingly aboard a
also 800 acres in Beadle County, South man-of-war and was compelled to serve for six
Dakota, which his son looks after. Mr. Chaplin years before he effected his escape, while at
has this year about 150 acres of corn in his Barcelona, Spain. In 1808 he married Mary
Barclay township farm, and l 50 in oats; he Ellis and they settled at New Bedford, Massarents a portion of his land. He has devoted chusetts, \Yhere they reared a family of one
much attention to the growing of fine stock daughter and three sons. In the War of 1812,
and has not neglected dairy interests. He has he enlisted in the navy at Fairhaven, Massataken much pardonable pride in the improve- chusetts, and' during his service on Lake Onment and cultivation of his land, all of which tario, under Commodore Chauncey, he lost his
has been acquired by himself, for he may truly right leg in an engagement with the enemy, on
. October 13, 1813.
be said to be a self-made man.
The late Captain Bennett led a long, useful
Mr. Chaplin takes an intelligent interest in
politics and public matters, votes the Republi- and adventurous life. He is described as a
can ticket, and declines official position. He is diligent student of mathematics at school, but
devoted to his home interests and to his family, had such a distaste for the rules of grammar
and enjoys the esteem and friendship of all that he purposely lost his instruction book on
that subject. At the age of 15 years, an adwho know him.
venturous spirit and probably inherited tendency made the lad a sailor, his first voyage being one of a few months on a coast schooner.
HARLES FRANKLIN BENNETT, His first long voyage in pursuit of the cachalot
M. D., a prominent physician and or sperm whale, lasted over 45 months, and he
surgeon of Waterloo, Iowa, who is continued his sea-faring life for 21 years.
identified with the city's various in- Prior to his third voyage, which was on the
terests, ,yas born in Howard County, Iowa, in bark "Elizabeth," he was married on Novem-
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her 15, 1840, to Mary Allen, of New Bedford,
Massachusetts, an early schoolmate. His next
voyage was on the ship "J. E. Donnell," of
which he was captain, and during his 22 months
of absence he made the most successful whaling Yoyage of any out of New Bedford for IO
years. During his long stay, his wife had
passed away, a victim of heart disease.
Before sailing again, in the ship "Massachusetts," he married, in the State of New
York, Maria D. Chase, who accompanied her
husband on a voyage around the world and
from the trophies to the summer whale cruises
in the Sea of Okhotsk in the North Pacific
Ocean. On their return to the Sandwich Islands, the second season, Mrs. Bennett gave
birth to twin sons in the harbor of Honolulu.
The mother died one ,yeek later and the little
sons were cared for tenderly in the home of Dr.
Judd of that city until the fall of 1854, when
Captain Bennett took passage with them for
home, on the ship "South America." In the
spring of 1855 Captain Bennett married Eliza
V. Chase and spent a part of that season in
prospecting for a home at a distance from the
sea and from the ship owners at New Bedford
and other points, who continued to tempt him
to make further voyages. And thus came about
his final location among the early homeseekers
in Iowa.
Captain Bennett preempted land in Howard
County, Iowa, on the eastern line of Mitchell
County, in township 99 north, range 14 west,
some three miles from what was then the hamlet of Riceville. He began housekeeping in a
canvas cabin and in the following February

45 1

moved into the first frame house in the township. Here he cultivated a farm and reared
his family of seven children, three sons and two
daughters having been born m Howard
County. Of these, two have passed away,
William Seaborn and John Chase. Of the remaining children, one son is in Wisconsin, two
are in Iowa and the two daughters reside in
Peoria, Illinois.
The opening of the Civil War found Captain Bennett anxious to take part in the great
struggle. As master of a whaling ship he
could have secured a commission in the navy,
but the demands of his family of young children prevented his accepting one. In politics
he was a strong Republican. Fraternally he
was an Odd Fellow and was affiliated with the
organization both in Honolulu and in Massachusetts. During the closing years of his life,
his religious belief was represented by a periodical published in Birmingham, England, named
The Chrsitadelphian.
In 1890 Captain Bennett sold his interests
in Howard County, Iowa, and, after spending
a summer on his native shores, retired to a
pleasant home at \Varsaw, Illinois, in ,Yhich
to pass his remaining years. In the fall of
1894 he first began to show signs of failing
health, but the end did not come until March
20, 1898. His serious illness was of but a few
hours duration, and his death was as the peaceful lapping of the waves on a peaceful shore,
a sound he loved full well as long as he lived.
We are permitted to append the following
beautiful lines in memory of one known so
widely and beloved so well, which appeared in
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academy, and had the advantage of the father's
years of travel and experience and the home
teaching of an educated, cultivated mother, who
VERNAL EQUINOX, 1898
was able to teach her sons the sciences not yet
provided for in the neighboring schools. Like
A seaman bold who sailed the main in every zone and
his brothers, Dr. Bennett chose medicine for
and clime,
Guided by sun and moon and stars, treading their
his profession, applied himself successfully ana
rounds sublime,
1884 was graduated from the Chicago
in
His voyages o'er, went inland far from every port and
shore,
Homeopathic Medical College. In the same
-:I;"hat beckoning sirens of the sea might tempt him neverhe opened an office at Cedar Falls, but in
year
more.
1889 he removed to vVaterloo, where he is in
But oft from memory's records hot with fervor he
the enjoyment of a large and lucrative practice.
would tell,
He is an active member of the leading medical
Of what in such a latitude and longitude befell;
Would problems solve or times denote or seaman's societies and a practitioner of much more than
phrase define,
local note.
Thus teaching us what he had taught a novice on the
For some time Dr. Bennett has been closely
brine.
identified with public improvements and was
So many miles (at any date) the sun would make
the builder of the lines of the Cedar Valley
today;
And why at solstices he seem~d to turn upon his way;
Telephone Company, which lines are second
On right ascension, azimuth, and rising and decline,
only to the Bell system in this section. Many
He dwelt till we would note the hour the sun must
other enterprises along the lines of modern
cross the line.
thought and progress have claimed his attenOne day in March, a changeful day, of rumorS' near and
tion, all of which are calculated to be of permafar,
He read (with earnest thought and mien) and portents
nent value to this city and section. In fact few
dire of war.
citizens have devoted more time and means to
Ere day was done he with the sun had reached his
these affairs than has Dr. Bennett and his efforts
day's decline,
And crossed the verge how near the hour the sun would
are generally appreciated. Both professionally
cross the line.
and personally, he enjoys the esteem of his
fellow citizens.
night
all
'tis
but
say
"Equal are days and nights " they
to me,
In 1884 Dr. Bennett was married at \VaterSince one so many years my friend, I may no longer
loo to Mary B. Bickley, the accomplished
.s-ee.
But as "Hope smiles and lights her torch at Nature's
daughter of that pioneer and eminent phyfuneral pyre"
sician, Dr. G. G. Bickley, of Waterloo. Mrs.
I light my hopes at promises and at my heart's desire.
Bennett is a lady of intellectual attainments and
Dr. Charles Franklin Bennett secured his many social graces. She studied at the Iowa
education in the public schools and local State Normal School at Cedar Falls, and for a
the columns of the Warsaw Record, following
bis death.
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few years was a teacher in the public schools
of Black Hawk County. She was born in
Pennsylvania and accompanied her father to
Iowa in childhood. Dr. and Mrs. Bennett have
four children: E. V., a student in the Waterloo
High School; Paul B.; Phineas T. and John C.
A very interesting narrative of the voyages
of the late Captain Bennett has been prepared
and may appear in book form. It would not
only be a source of pleasure to his children and
grandchildren, but would add materially to the
country's literature on the subjects with which
he was so thoroughly acquainted. The tales of
the old-time mariners and their bold voyages
will never cease to exercise their fascination.
In addition to the personal history contained
in this sketch, the reader is referred to more
data gathered and published in the Iowa Historical Record of January, 1899.

R. RECTOR, a well-to-do retired
farmer and extensive stock raiser
of Black Hawk County, Iovva, is one
of the leading and most highly respected citizens of the county, and has proved
his ability as a successful business man. He
was born April 28, 1863, in De Kalb County,
Illinois, and is a son of John and Mary A.
(Bundy) Rector.
John Rector, who was a native of Prussia,
came to America in the "fifties," settling at
Freeport, Illinois. Mr. Rector followed the occupation of farming during his entire life. He
and his wife were the parents of four children,
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all of whom are living. Both parents are dead.
J. R. Rector was reared on a farm and attendecl
the common schools of Bremer County, Iowa.
After leaving school he worked for eight years.
as a farm hand, saving his money, and in this.
way got his start in life. Mr. Rector invested
his means in real estate, and through various
deals gained c01~siderable capital. He made
a success of everything he attempted, and thus.
has reached a high position among the business men of his county. In 1889, Mr. Rector
moved to Waterloo, Iowa, where he has been
extensively engaged in buying and shipping
stock for several years. In politics, Mr. Rector is a Republican, but was elected alderman_
of the Fourth Ward on the People's ticket.
Fraternally, he is a Mason and an Odd Fellow.
The subject of this sketch has been twicemarried; first, in 1886, to Lena Smith, of Denver, Bremer County, Iowa, who died in 1888.
To this union one daughter was born-Cora ..
Mr. Rector was married, in 1896, to Mabel
Horner, who is a native of Findlay, Ohio. To
this union, one daughter was born-Mildred
Irene. Mr. Rector is now living a retired life,
and owns fine farm lands in the Dakotas, as.
well as valuable property in the city of Vvaterloo.
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RED H. HOEPPNER, a prominent
farmer of Black Hawk County, living
on his fine farm of 120 acres, situated on section 21, Black Hawk
township, belongs to one of the early pioneer
families of Iowa. He was born in Ger-
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many, 111 1848, and is a son of Edward and
Minnie (Kuhne) Hoeppner.
Edward Hoeppner, also a native of Germany, came to America in 1856, first locating
at Altoona, Pennsylvania, for two weeks, and
then removing to Cedar Falls, Iowa. At the
time Mr. Hoeppner came to this region, it was
a vast prairie, and abounded with buffalo and
deer. Mr. Hoeppner was a blacksmith by
trade, and owned a shop and other property in
Cedar Falls. He died in October, 1896, at
the age of 71 years, and the death of his wife
followed in February, 1897. They were the
parents of but one child.
Fred H. Hoeppner attended the public
schools at Cedar Falls, and afterward learned
the blacksmith's trade under his father, and became a skillful workman. Later he applied
himself to farming operations in Fairfield township, Grundy County, Iowa, where he purchased a farm which he cultivated for six years.
Mr. Hoeppner purchased his present farm in
Black Hawk township in the spring of 1882,
and has since been engaged in general farming
and stock raising. Politically, Mr. Hoeppner
js a Democrat. Fraternally, he is a member
of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows.
January 1, 1877, Mr. Hoeppner was
married to Minnie Hesse, ,vho was born at
Altoona, Pennsylvania. Her parents now reside in Cedar Falls. Mrs. Hoeppner died July
17, 1901. They were the parents of eight
children, four of whom are now living, namely:
Freel, Jr., Charles, Nellie and Carrie, all of
whom reside with their father. The other four
children were: Lulu, who died when 17 years

I

of age; Madge, who
who died at the age
who died in infancy.
children are members
Church.

m

died in infancy; Eddie,
of four years; and one
Mr. Hoeppner and his
of the United Brethren

EV. HOWARD MALCOM JONES.
The death of Rev. Howard Malcom
Jones, which took place at Cedar
Falls, February 28, 1903, removed
from this city an honored citizen, and from the
Baptist Church one of its most distinguished
clergymen. Rev. Mr. Jones was born July 19,
1834, in Bankok, Siam. He was a son of
Rev. John Taylor Jones, and a grandson of
Dr. H. Grew, both ministers of note.
Rev John Taylor Jones was a missionary,
and was associated with Dr. J nelson for a time
in Burmah, but his chief field of work was in
Siam. He was also an author of many religious books, and his translation of the New Testament into Siamese is still in use. vVhen the
subject of this sketch was but four years old,
his mother succumbed to an attack of Asiatic
cholera.
After the sad death of his mother, young
Howard and his sister Elizabeth were sent to
an aunt in Providence, Rhode Island, and there
the children were primarily educated under the
best conditions. In 1853, Howard graduated
with honors at Brown University, and it was
while a student there that he made his choice
of life work. In 1857 he was graduated from
Newton Theological Seminary, and then spent
some months in traveling through Europe,
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Egypt and the Holy Land. Upon his return a stanch advocate of temperance, and did much
he accepted a call to Schoolcraft, Michigan. to teach the needs of mission work, in which
His succeeding pastorates were at Racine, Wis- field his parents had spent their lives.
consin; Fredonia, New York; Bristol, Rhode
The immediate cause of the death of Rev.
Island; and Shelburne Falls, Massachusetts. In Mr. Jones was Bright's disease. Impressive
1883 he went to Albert Lea, Minnesota. Later, indeed were the funeral services which were
he served successively as pastor of churches held at the First Baptist Church, Cedar Falls.
at Fairfield, 1886-88; Cedar Falls, 1888-90; The interment was at Minneapolis. Among the
ancl Le Mars, 1891-92, all in Iowa. He then re- many touching tributes to his memory wert
turned to Cedar Falls where his permanent resi- those of Rev. J. E. Snowden, of the Congregadence was established, although for a short time tional Church; Rev. John A. Earl, of Waterhe preached at Clear Lake, Iowa, and Le Sueur, loo; Rev. R. A. Smith, of Monroe, Iowa; and
Minnesota. Although he had retired from the Rev. P. C. Nelson, of Cedar Falls.
actiye pastoral work some years before his
death, he never ceased to exercise his ministry.
In 1857, Mr. Jones married the eldest
daughter of Rev. Dr. S. F. Smith, the disAPT. GEORGE 0. SNOWDEN,
tinguished author of the great national hymn,
whose portrait appears on the oppo"America." Her death occurred in 1885, at
site page, for many years was enAlbert Lea, Minnesota. She was survived by
gaged in the book and stationery
one son, Harry W., who is a well known arch- business in Waterloo, but is now living a reitect of Minneapolis, Minnesota. On Novem- tired life in the city. He was born in Pittsburg,
ber 23, 1885, he married Clara R. Tuttle, a Pennsylvania, December 31, 1835, and is a
daughter of Ezra Tuttle, of Vermont. Mrs. · son of John M. Snowden, and grandson of
Jones and her daughter Gladys still survive. John M. Snowden, Sr.
,,
The latter has inherited many of her father's
John M. Snowden, Sr., grandfather of our
mental gifts and is a graduate of the Cedar subject, was born in Philadelphia, PennsylvaFalls High School.
nia, in 1776, and was of \Velsh extraction, his
Rev. Mr. Jones was not only a scholar and paternal ancestors having removed to the vicinlinguist, but he was an acceptable author, and ity of Philadelphia prior to the arrival of
his contributions to both religious and secular vVilliam Penn. His father was a sea captain
reyiews brought consideration from high quar- who entered the service of the Continental Conters. In pastoral work, in the puulpit and li- gress at the beginning of the Revolution, was
brary and in the seclusion of domestic life, his later captured by the British and died in Sugar
was a beautiful character, one that naturally House Prison, in New Yark. His mother was
inspired respect and affection. He was always a woman of marked character and devoted to
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the American cause.
She was the trusted
friend of General Washington, who through
her received, from time to time, important information respecting the British forces while
they held Philadelphia.
In early life John M. Snowden, Sr., was
apprenticed to the celebrated Matthew Carey to
learn "the art and mystery of printing." His
first venture on his own account was the establishment of a newspaper in Chambersburg,
Pennsylvania, in connection with his brotherin-law, Mr. McCorkle. In 1798 he removed
to Greensburg, vVestmoreland County, Pennsylvania, where he established the Farmers'
Register, the first newspaper in the West, after
the Pittsburg Gazette. At Greensburg he was
married and united with the Presbyterian
Church. In 181 l he moved to Pittsburg, purchased the publication known as The Common'i.uealth from Ephraim Portland, and changed
its name to The M erwry. He also published
a number of valuable books and became widely
known as one of the leading citizens of the
State. He served as mayor of Pittsburg in 1825,
!826 and 1827, was a director of the Bank
of Pittsburg, and served as recorder of deeds.
In 1840, Mr. Snowden was appointed associate judge to Hon. Benjamin Patten, a position he filled creditably for a period of six
years, commanding the respect and good will
of the bar, although he \Yas not a lawyer by
profession. He \Yas in high favor with President Andrew Jackson, and in various ways
exercised considerable influence over the President. Mr. Sno,Yden died suddenly, April 2,
18--1-3, at his residence, "Elm Cottage," on

South avenue, Allegheny City, Pennsylvania.
He was married in Westmoreland County, to
Elizabeth Moore, a daughter of Hon. John
Moore, who was a member of the convention
that met in Philadelphia, July 15, 1776, to
frame the constitution of the State. Judge
Moore was very active m the affairs
of the State, and was frequently called
into public service.
He was appointed
one of the Committee of Safety in · the
early part of the war, and in 1785 was appointed presiding judge for Westmoreland
County, serving as such until 1790. In 1792
he was elected to the State Senate from the district composed of Westmoreland and Allegheny counties. He died in 1812, leaving two
sons and four daughters.
John M. Snowden, the father of our subject, was born in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, in
1806, and· died at Oregon, Ogle County, Illinois, in 1863. He and his wife were parents of
seven children, of whom but two are 110\Y living. The record is as follows: John, who was
employed in the store of our subject, died in
1882; William, a druggist, died December 14,
1889; George 0.; Mary F., of Joplin, Missouri; Daniel, a member of Company I, 15th
Reg., Illinois Vol. Inf., was killed at the battle
of Shiloh in 1862; Elizabeth E. (Abbott) died
in Joplin, Missouri, Jan_u ary 3, 1902; and Alfred, who died in Omaha, Nebraska, in February, 1889, but is buried at Waterloo.
Capt. George 0. Snowden was reared at
Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, until 1855, when he
removed to Oregon, Ogle County, Illinois, and
clerked in a store until 1858. In that year he
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went South and engaged in steamboating until
1860, then returned to Oregon, Illinois, and
clerked in his father's drug store, his father
having moved to Oregon in 185q.
In August, 1861, Captain Snowden enlisted as a private in Company D, 39th Reg.,
Illinois Vol. Inf., and was promoted to orderly
sergeant in October, 1861, at St. Louis, Missouri, and to 1st lieutenant on June 12, 1862,
being located at that time at Luray, in the
Shenandoah Valley. He was promoted to be
captain of his company on January 13, 1863,
at Hilton's Head Island, South Carolina, and
served with the company and regiment in the
Army of the P:otomac and Army of the James
River until November 10, 1864, when he was
mustered out in the field near Richmond, Virginia, as a result of gunshot wounds which incapacitated him for further active duty. He
spent some time in the hospital at Fortress
Monroe, and in February, 1865, returned
North, locating at ·waterloo, Iowa. Here he
established the book and stationery business,
which he conducted with great success until
1903. He was recognized as one of the foremost business men of the city and was prominently identified with many of the . new enterprises which aided so materially in the development of the city. He is well known to the
citizens throughout Black Hawk County, and
is held in highest esteem by everyone. He still
owns the store building at No. 537 Commercial street, and has a fine residence at No. 722
'vV est Fourth street.
Captain Snowden was united in marriage
with Sarah E. Phelps of Ogle County, Illinois,.
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who died in 1867. Subsequently he was married to Miss L. S. Cutler, of Waterloo, who
died in September, 1876, leaving two children,
namely: Mrs. Ella Wright, a painter of china
and decorator of considerable reputation, who,
with her family since the mother's death resides with her father; and Louie I., who enlisted as a private in Company B at Waterloo,
Iowa, for service in the late war with Spain,
and was transferred to the signal service at
Tampa, Florida, and went with Colonel Reber
to Puerto Rico-he was honorably discharged
at the close of the war and in 1903 settled in
Jennings, Louisiana, where he is engaged in
Captain Snowden
the printing business.
formed a third matrimonial alliance when he
married Mrs. Josephine R:. Fuller, who was
born in Dubuque, Iowa, in 1840, and died
February 29, 1896. By a former marriage she
had a son, Charles H. Fuller, who resides at
Springfield, Illinois. Politically, our subject
voted tl~e Democratic ticket until 1896, when
his objection to the silver plank of that party's
platform caused him to vote for McKinley.
Fraternally, he is a Mason and a member of
the Grand Army of the Republic, and the Military Order of the Loyal Legion of the United
States.

m

OUIS S. CASS, president of the Waterloo, Cedar Falls & Northern Railway
Company, a prominent and practical
railroad man, is one of the leading
citizens of Waterloo, Iowa. Mr. Cass was
born in May, 1865, in Vernon County, Wis-
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consin, and is a son of S. F. Cass, formerly
a prominent merchant and banker of Sumner,
Iowa.
About 1866, the parents of Mr: Cass located at Sumner, Bremer County, Iowa, where
his mother still resides. Four of her children
also survive. Mr. Cass has one brother, C. D.
Cass, who is also prominent in railroad circles,
being general passenger agent for the Waterloo, Cedar Falls & Northern Railway Company.
C. D. Cass was born June 23, 1879, at Sumner, Iowa, was educated at Sumner and Grant's
Pass, Oregon, at the Iowa State Normal
School . at Cedar Falls, and in the law department of Drake University at Des Moines,
where he graduated with the class of 1900.
In September of the same year, he married
Leila Bentley, a daughter of S. M. Bentley,
a sketch of whom will be found in this work.
To this union one son was born,-Robert Bentley Cass.
The subject of this sketch was six months
old when his parents moved to Bremer County.
He first attended the Sumner Schools, and then
the Iowa State Normal School at Cedar Falls
and the J. L. Wallace Business College at La
Crosse, vVisconsin. From boyhood his inclinations led him in the direction of railroad work,
and he was only 15 years old and still at school,
when he learned telegraphy, on the old Dubuque & Dakota Railroad, which is now operated by the Waterloo, Cedar Falls & Northern
Raihrny Company.
After completing his education, his entrance
into business was as a telegrapher, first with the
Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway Com-

pany, and then with the Burlington, Cedar
Rapids & Northern Railway Company. He
then sought practical railroad experience and
became a brakeman on the C. M. & St. P.
Railway, on the Iowa and Dakota Division,
under Superintenden t G. Vv. Sanborn, one of
his warm friends. A year later he went in the
same capacity to the old Dubuque & Dakota
Railroad, on the run between Sumner and
Hampton, and was holding the position of train
baggageman at the time the Chicago Great
Western Railway Company bought that line.
Shortly afterward he was given a run as conductor, a position he filled for two years. In
1885 he engaged in the lumber business, in
partnership with his father-in-law, T. P. Emmons, but soon returned to railroad work, as
di vision superintendent on the Chicago Great
Western Railway. He served in that capacity
up to the time of coming to Waterloo, and becoming one of the organizers of the Waterloo,
Cedar Falls & Northern Railway Company; he
is the only survivor of the three organizers,
J.\ H. Rafferty having died in 1898 and C. J.
Fooselman, in 1899.
This railway company was organized under
the State laws and received its charter in 1895.
Its present officers are: Louis S. Cass, president and general manager; J. F. Cass, vicepresident and secretary; E. A. Boggs, treasurer
·a nd auditor; T. P. Emmons, general freight
agent; Frank McDonald, assistant to the president, and purchasing agent; C. D. Cass, general
passenger agent; J. L. Galyean, superintendent
of motive power ; W. Hartliep, master mechanic; Martin L. Newton, chief engineer; A. I.
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Fraternally, Mr. Cass is a Royal Arch MaWoodring, . signal engmeer; and R. Anderson,
son of the 32nd degree, also a Noble of the
roadmaster.
The first four miles of the road were built Mystic Shrine. He is also a member of the
in 1896, extending from Elmwood Seminary B. P. 0. E. and the Knights of Pythias.
to Cedar River Park. In 1897 it was extended
from Waterloo to Cedar Falls. In 1898, the
Cedar Falls & Normal Railway, which operR. FRENCH, who has twice served
ated in Cedar Falls locally, was purchased by
as a member of the City Council
this company, and the line was extended to the
of Waterloo, is a prominent and
Iowa State Normal School. In the same year,
influential business citizen of the
the Independence avenue and West Ninth
street loop was built, and the line was also ex- city. Mr. French is engaged as a dealer in
tended from Elmwood Seminary to Home hides, furs and seeds and has proved himself
Park. In 1899 the line had reached Cedar Falls, to be a capable man in the business. He was
and in 1901 the company had a line direct from born in Waukesha County, Wisconsin, May 28,
Waterloo to Denver, Iowa, which was extendea 1846, and is a son of Joseph and Roxana
(Heath) French. Joseph French followed the
in 1903 from Denver to Sumner, Iowa. A
three-mile belt line was also built to the various occupation of a farmer in Wisconsin.
W. R. French was reared on a farm and
industries in and around the city of Waterloo,
making 80 miles of track, all equipped and in attended the schools of his native county. He
came to Iowa in 1880 and began his present
operation.
In the rapid extension of this great enter- business as a traveling salesman for a Dubuque
prise, Mr. Cass, as its directing head, has shown firm, with which he remained for three years.
great executive ability. He has successfully In the fall of 1883 he entered into business for
met many difficulties and has handled the busi- himself, dealing in hides, furs and general seeds.
Mr. French has a well established business,
ness with remarkable skill.
In 1885, Mr. Cass was married to Lillian located at No. 521 Lafayette street, and his
E. Emmons, who is a daughter of T. P. Em- upright business methods have gained him the
mons, general freight agent for the Waterloo, patronage of many prominent citizens of the
Cedar Falls & Northern Railway Company. city. In 1890 he was elected a member of the
One daughter and one son were born to this City Council from the Third Ward, and efficunion; the son died in infancy. The daughter, iently filled that position, being reelected to the
Zatha, is a maiden of 15 years, attending school. office in 1892. Fraternally, Mr. French is a
The family belong to the Protestant Episcopal member of the Masons, Knights of Pythias
Church and its members are very prominent in and Elks.
Mr. French was married to Katherine Vogt
social circles.
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in Waukesha County, Wisconsin, and they are
the parents of three children, namely: Ollie
M., Anna May and Walter R., all of whom are
home with their parents. The subject of this
sketch and his family are members of the Protestant Episcopal Church. ·
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SAAC G. BARRON, an influential and
highly respected farmer citizen of
Black Hawk County, resides on a well
improved farm of 10 acres in section
19, East Waterloo township. He was born in
Somerset County, Pennsylvania, October 20,
1833, and is a son of George and Susan (Barkley) Barron, both natives of Somerset County,
Pennsylvania.
George Barron always resided in his native
county, engaged in farming. He was well
known among the prominent business men of
the county and took an active interest in all
enterprises which would lead to its development. Politically, Mr. Barron was a Republican and served as supervisor of his township,
taking an active part in all public affairs. Mr.
and Mrs. Barron were the parents of eight children, namely: Isaac G. ; Abraham, deceased,
who was a farmer living near Dixon, Illinois;
Sarah, deceased; Samuel H.; Jacob; Belinda
and Eliza, who are residents of Somerset
County, Pennnsylvania; and Cyrus, who is a
retired farmer living in Dixon, Illinois. Mr.
Barron was a member of the Lutheran Church.
Isaac G. Barron received only a limited mental training, attending school but three months

in the year. He remained with his parents until-he was 23 years of age, when he set out for
himself and learned the carpenter's trade. After his marriage, he returned to Somerset County, Pennsylvania, took up his trade and there
lived for 20 years. In 1878 he came to Black
Hawk County, Iowa, and rented farming property in East Waterloo township. Later he
purchased 16 acres in that township in section
9 and, later still, added 160 acres in section 8.
Mr. Barron resided in section 9 for IO years
and then located in section 8, remaining there
for IO years. He then li,ed with his son for
six years. Mrs. Barron later purchased the
property on which they now live, which then
consisted of 20 acres and Mr. Barron again
engaged in farming, in which occupation he
has ever since continued. Mr. Barron is well
known throughout the county and ranks among
the most prominent business men of his township. Politically, he is a Republican; he has been
a member of the School Board for several years
and also served as supervisor.
Mr. Barron was married to Rossanna
Maurer, of Somerset County, Pennsylvania, and they are the parents of seven
children, namely: Amanda, who married
Henry Chorpening and died in 1901 in
South Dakota; George, who is a farmer
of East Waterloo township; Irwin, who
is a resident of Minnesota; Lizzie, who
was married to Roy Worth, and is living in Butler County, Iowa; Annie, who is a resident of
Cedar Rapids, Iowa; Isaiah W., who is engaged in farming in Black Hawk County, and
Carrie, who is the wife of Elra Kissner. All
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of Mr. Barron's children were educated in this
county. Mr. Barron and family are members
of the Methodist Episcopal Church and he has
always taken an active interest in church work.
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HARLES A. WATERBURY, M. D.,
a prominent medical practitioner of
Black Hawk County, Iowa, belongs
on both paternal and maternal sides
to old pioneer ancestry of this State. He was
born in 1874, at Cedar Rapids, Iowa, and is
the only child of his parents, Charles W. and
Clara (Scoles) Waterbury.
Both the Waterbury and the Scoles families were from Ohio and Dr. Waterbury's
grandfathers, both of whom were Methodist
ministers, removed to Olin, Jones County,
Iowa, in the early clays of its settlement. Both
were well known as circuit riders and both attained to eminence. Charles W. Waterbury,
father of Dr. Waterbury, was born in Ohio,
but was reared at Fayette, and educated in the
Upper Iowa University. His death took place
at the age of 38 years, and he is survived by
his widow and one son, Charles A.
Dr. Waterbury received his primary education in Waterloo, and in 1894, was graduated
from the Waterloo High School. His inclinations led him to the study of medicine, and
in the fall of 1894 he placed himself under the
tuition of Dr. G. G. Bickley, a leading physician of Waterloo. After two years of close
application, in the fall of 1896, he entered the
medical department of the State University of

Iowa, where he remained two years. In 1898,
he took the State board medical examination at
Des Moines, passing with honors, and in September of that year entered Hahnemann Medical College and Hospital, where he was graduated with much credit, in March, 1899. Dr.
Waterbury located for practice at Hudson,
where he remained until he removed to Waterloo, in 1903. To minister to a few of his old
patients, he has retained up to the present time
a branch office at Hudson, but his increasing
practice at Waterloo will soon make it impossible for him to give any service outside of
the city.
In politics, Dr. Waterbury is in unison with
the Republican party. Fraternally, he is a Mason, an Elk and a Modern Vv oodman. He belongs to the Methodist Episcopal Church.

m

LLEN TODD LANE, , deceased, formerly president of the Union Mill
Company and vice-president of the
First National Bank of Waterloo,
Iowa, was long one of the city's leading and
influential business men. He was a son of
George and Esther (Drake) Lane, and was
born in Niagara County, New York, October
17, 1832.
His father was a farmer, miller, nurseryman and vessel owner, and the family was one
of prominence in the community. The late
Allen Todd Lane grew to maturity in Niagara
County, acquiring a common school educati on,
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and following the various occupations of farmer, miller and nurseryman. In 1854 Mr. Lane
was united in marriage with H. Minerva Albright, youngest daughter of Jacob and Submit (Frost) Albright, of Olcott, Niagara
County, New York. About the year 18m,
the Albrights moved from Pennsylvania to Niagara County, where they cleared up a farm in
the wilderness, acquired considerable property,
and were one of the influential families of that
section.
Five children were born to Mr. and Mrs.
Lane, two of whom died in infancy. The survivors are: Cora M., Marion (Vining) and
Percy A. In 1867, 1\'Ir. Lane removed with
his family to Waterloo, Iowa, where he resided
until the time of his death, which occurred on
September 8, 1887. He first engaged in the
lumber business, and was closely idenitfied with
the early growth and development of the city.
In 1873 he was largely instrumental in consolidating the flouring mill interests of the place,
organizing for that purpose the Union Mill
Company which rapidly developed into one of
the most important and successful manufacturing industries in the State. He remained at
the head of this company until his death, and
was also closely identified with the leading financial institutions of the city. He was a genial, Christian man, and was held in high esteem by all who knew him. His business record
is that of an able financier and a public spirited
and useful citizen, whose name should be perpetuated as one of the founders of \i\Taterloo's
prosperity.
His widow, }-Irs. H. Minerva Lane, lives

m the spacious family residence at No 401
Walnut street, \iVaterloo, and is one of the
city's most highly esteemed ladies.

II

OHNSON B. HEWITT, deceased, was
for many years a prominent citizen
and successful farmer of Orange township, Black Hawk County. He was
born in Brown County, Ohio, February 25,
1830, and was a son of John and Loruhama
Hewitt, both natives of Ohio.
Johnson B. Hewitt came from Ohio to
Iowa in 1854, and spent several years in Waterloo. He was a man of exceptional ability, and
was a teacher of merit. It was owing to his
interested efforts that Waterloo, so early in its
history, had excellent educational facilities, and
he was the builder of the old brick seminary on
Bluff street, a building easily recalled by the
older residents. He taught the first public
school in East Waterloo in the old stone schoolhouse. Later he purchased the farm which still
remains in the family, consisting of 120 acres,
So acres of which are situated in Orange township and 40 in Cedar township. This land at
that time was all raw prairie, and had been entered by Isaac B. Hicks, who was a son of Sir
Richard Hicks, an English nobleman and a
cousin of Mrs. Hewitt. Here Mr. Hewitt resided until the opening of the Civil War, a
struggle in which he was destined to lay clown
his life for his country. With the instincts of
true patriotism, he enlisted in 1862, in Company
C, 32nd Reg., Iowa Vol. Inf., and took part in
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the various campaigns with his regiment, until
the engagement of Pleasant Hill, Louisiana,
where, on April 8, 1864, he was so seriously
wounded that he died on the 16th, a martyr to
his love of country. His memory is still cherished with that of other heroes, whose valor
will be remembered, and whose deeds will be
recalled by generations yet unborn.
In 1865 Mr. Hewitt was united in marriage
with Margaret L. Benight, who was born in
Indiana, and is a daughter of Guy R. and Harriet (May) Benight. This family was one of
the earliest to settle in Black Hawk County;
when they came to the little hamlet of Waterloo, where now stand rows of stately structures, three insignificant huts represented the
settlement. Mr. Benight located on a tract of
rich land on the banks of the Cedar River, two
miles south of Waterloo, selecting a spot that
would be safe in case of an overflow of the
stream, an occurrence not unusual at that time.
It was a good location for Mr. Benight's mill,
as he was a millwright and farmer combined.
In those early days small game was abundant in
this locality, prairie chickens were plentiful,
while prairie wolves were frequently seen, and
at night often heard unpleasantly near. Mr.
Benight owned large interests in the Waterloo
mills and became a man of substance as well
as of local prominence. His eight children
were, as follows: Elvira J., \Yife of Henry P.
Moore, who is deceased; J ul.ia A., wife of Henry Wood who lives in A dams County, Iowa ;
Samuel M., who lives in Oregon: H aney, who
married Carlos Case, a railway postal clerk,
and li ves in Des Moines; Margaret L. , \Y ho is
26

the widow of the late Mr. Hewitt; Martha A.,
who married Henry P. Moore; Ellen, who is
the wife of Harvey Smith, of North Dakota;
and Charles W., a veteran of the Civil War,
who lives in Adams County, Iowa. Mr. and
Mrs. Benight were early founders of the Methodist Church in this section, and Mr. Benight
was the first class leader in Waterloo. He died
in 1864, aged 58 years, and was survived by
his widow until 1880, when she passed away at
the age of 73 years. They were most estimable people, and were highly respected.
Mr. and Mrs. Hewitt had three children:
Harriet L., who died of an affection of the
heart in 1902; Nettie M., who resides with her
mother; and Ella, who is the wife of John L.
Wilkins, of Waterloo.
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ARTIN L. NEWTON; chief engineer for the Waterloo, Cedar Falls
& Northern Railway Company,
whose portrait accompanies this
sketch, has been identified with many of the
public improvements of Waterloo, Iowa, ever
since his location in this city, in the spring of
1893. Mr. Newton was born May 27, 1851,
in Stephenson County, Illinois, and is a son
of Seth and Anna (Berry) Newton.
The parents of our subject were pioneers
in Illinois. The father was born in New
Hampshire, but was reared in Canada, his parents locating in the timber, 60 miles east of
Montreal. There he grew up a farmer , and
remained until 1847, when he joined a colony

HISTORY OF BLACK HA WK COUNTY
which migrated in wagons to Illinois. They
settled on the raw prairie of Stephenson
County and there built their little homes in the
wilderness. Their lumber was rafted down
the Mississippi to Savanna, Illinois, from the
Minnesota pineries, then transported overland thirty-six miles. They fashioned their
tools and machinery themselves, made their
o,Yn clothing and lived on what they could
extract from the land, marketing crops by
wagon at Chicago 120 miles distant. Seth
N e,yton lived through all those pioneer days
and took an important part in the development
of that section. Both he and his estimable
wife are still living and have a pleasant home
in Lincoln, Nebraska, where both enjoy both
mental and physical health, Mr. Newton being
in his 82nd year and his wife IO years his
junior. They were married, in Illinois, in
1849, and reared four sons and one daughter.
Martin L. Newton, the eldest of the family,
was educated in the district schools of Stephenson County, Illinois, fitted for college at Freeport High School, where he was graduated in
1870, and in 1871 entered the University of
Michigan at Ann Arbor, from which institution he received the degree of Civil Engineer
in 1875. Up to this time he had retained his
home in Stephenson County, but in 1876 he
was appointed superintend ent of schools at La
Porte City, Iowa, where he remained for five
years. During this period he also engaged in
,,·ork through Black Hawk County as surveyor
and civil engineer, and was first appointed to
the office of county surveyor in 1880 to fill a
Yacancy. In 1886 his engineering prospects

looked bright enough for him to give up teaching entirely and to devote his sole attention
to his profession. In 1886 he became chief
engineer of the Anamosa, La Porte & Eldora
Railway Company and was engaged in making
a survey of the proposed line from Anamosa
to Eldora, Iowa. During 1887 and 1888 he
was chief engineer of the Davenport, Iowa &
Dakota Railway Company and was in charge
of the construction work of the road at Davenport until the spring of 1889, at which time the
survey was sold to the Burlington, Cedar
Rapids & Minnesota Railroad Company as far
as Bennett, and the rest of it was abandoned.
For one year Mr. Newton was out of office
as county surveyor, but in the spring of 1891 ,
he was reelected county surveyor, an office he
filled until January 1, 1904. In the spring of
1893 he located in Vlaterloo, and commenced
his duties as city engineer. In 1896, on the
organizatio n of the Waterloo & Cedar Falls
Rapid Transit Company (now the Waterloo,
Cedar Falls & Northern Railway Company),
he was elected chief engineer, and has served
in this office ever since.
Mr. Newton's excellent work in engineering has not been confined to Black Hawk
County and as an expert he is known all
through this portion of the State. In addition
to furnishing designs and estimates to many
large companies and corporations, he designed
and built the \ Vaverly bridge, the Cedar Falls
bridge, the \Vaterloo Fourth street bridge and
others, and the Dry Run sewer was designed
and started by him and was under his supervision. The sum of $60,000 has alre:i.dy been ex-
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pended upon this enterprise on the West Side.
From April, 1893, to the spring of 1903, he
served as city engineer, and also held the offu:e
of county surveyor until January 1, 1904, his
official life continuing almost continuously
from 1880 to 1904.
This professional service, strenuous as it
was, did not, however, prevent Mr. Newton
from taking an active part in public matters
and exercising all the functions of an intelligent and public spirited citizen. During his
residence at La Porte City, he served five years
as a justice of the peace, and was also a member
of the Board of Education.
On October 25, 1876, Mr. Newton was
united in marriage at La Porte City with
Sophia Berry, who was born May 26, 1852, in
Stephenson County, Illinois, a daughter of one
of the pioneer Canadian settlers of 1847. Two
children were born to this union: Georgia V.
and Charlotte, the latter of whom died at the
age of two years. In the fall of 1903, the former, who is a graduate of the Waterloo High
School, was married to RI. B. Slippy, of Reinbeck, Iowa, a civil engineer, and a graduate of
Cornell College, at Mount Vernon.
Mr. and Mrs. Newton enjoy the comforts
of one of the most beautiful homes in vVaterloo, which is located at No. 617 Mulberry
street. Politically he is a Republican. Fraternally he is a Mason of high degree, and his
associations with the different branches include
membership in Blue Lodge, No. 105, A. F. &
A. M.; Tabernacle Chapter, No. 52, R. A. M.;
Council, R. & S. M.; Ascalon Commandery,
No. 25, K. T.; Des Moines Consistory, No. 3, ,

S. P. R. S.; and Waterloo Chapter, No. 128,
Order of the Eastern Star. For many years
he has been one of the leading members and
supporters of Grace Methodist Episcopal
Church; he is a member of the board of trustees and is superintendent of the Grace Chapel
Sunday-school. He was a charter member of
the present Waterloo Y. M. C. A., and is a
member of the board of directors. He was
chairman of the building committee during the
construction of the association's building.
Mr. Newton is ranked very high in the organizations of his profession. For many years
he has been one of the most valued members
of the Iowa Engineering Society and served
two years as its president, and' belongs also to
the American Railway Engineering and Maintenance of Way Association. It will thus be
seen that he is not only one of the thoroughly
representative members of his profession in
Black Hawk County, but a very conspicuous
one in the State.

m

ELLIS FRIEDLEY, an energetic and
prosperous farmer and stock raiser
of East Waterloo township, Black
Hawk County, owns a fine farm of
308 acres in section 4. He was born in Stephenson County, Illinois, July 14, 1872, and
is a son of Philip W. and Rebecca (Treaster)
Friedley, natives of Pennsylvania.
Philip Friedley removed to Stephenson
County, Illinois, when about 22 years of age,
and was engaged as a millwright and also
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111 sinking shafts for mines.
Later he sold who died at the age of three years. Mr. Friedhis land in Stephenson County, and removed ley was a member of the Presbyterian Church.
Dellis Friedley attended the common
to Black Hawk County, Iowa, where in 1862
he owned 108 acres in East Waterloo town- schools of Stephenson County, Illinois. After
ship, besides IO acres in Bremer County. Mr. farming in that county from 1895 to 1897,
Friedley, shortly after coming to Black Hawk he removed to Black Hawk County, Iowa,
County, purchased 200 acres in section 4, East where he rented land in East Waterloo townWaterloo township, which is now a part of ship. In August, 1901, he purchased 80 acres
Dellis Frieclley's land. The property at that of his present property and now owns 308
time was not cultivated. The only buildings acres in section 4, East Waterloo township.
on it were a small house and barn, and Philip Mr. Friedley has spent some time in improvFrieclley spent many years in improving the ing his property, and has at present about 275
place, as he was also a carpenter. In 1896 acres under cultivation; his products are,
he removed to Dunkerton, where he resided mostly, corn, oats and hay._ He raises yearly
until his death, which occurred in August, an average of 100 Poland-China hogs, and
about 85 head of cattle. Mr. Friedley also
1903. Mr. Friedley was a self-made man in
every respect that the word implies, and was raises some horses and is interested in the dairy
capable at working at almost any trade. Po- business, milking about 15 cows daily. Mr.
litically, he was a Republican. His widmY Friedley is a member of the Republican party,
still resides in Dunkerton. Mr. and Mrs. Fried- and has held minor township offices. Fraterley were blessed with 12 children, namely: nally, he is a member of Lodge No. 640, A. F.
Uriah S. is an engineer and resides in Dunker- & A. M., of Winslow, Illinois.
In 1898 Mr. Friedley was married to Jenton; Margaret, who married 'vV. Lester, a farmer of Iowa; Philip W., who is living on a nie Amos, of Carroll County, Iowa, and they
ranch in Idaho; Mary, who married Joseph are the parents of three children, namely: DoroGarthoof, and lives at Dunkerton; Jacob, who thy, Herbert Amos and Francis Ray.
is farming in Green County, Wisconsin; Lincoln, who is engaged in farming in Marshfield.
, v isconsin; Grant, who resides in Waterloo,
HESTE R FRANKLIN GREEN one
and is employed in the Chicago Great Western
of th e leading insurance men of \vaR ailway freight office ; Christopher, who is
terloo, Iowa, with offices in the Laengaged in farming near Shamokin, Pennsylvania; Lucy, who is the wife of Henry J ones,
fayette Block, was born June 17,
of Stephenson County, Illinois; Dellis ; L ibby, 1847, at T roy H ills, New J ersey. He is a son
who is the wife of A ug ustu s Schni der, of Gil- of Benj amin Bradford and Hannah ( Rig hter )
bertsYille, Iowa; and Le,Yis, the eldest born, Green.

m
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Benjamin Bradford Green \Yas born in 1808
and died in 1889, aged 81 years. His father,
Jacob Green, lived to the age of 88 years, and
his mother, to the age of 84 years. His three
brothers lived to be 94, 83 and 79 years, respectively, the family being one of unwonted
longevity. The family traces its ancestry back
to colonial days. The first president of Princeton College, Ashbel Green, was a brother of
Chester Franklin Green's grandfather. Mrs.
Hannah (Righter) Green was born in 1804,
and died in 1863, aged 59 years. The Righters were very religious, a number of them ministers. Rev. Chester Righter, for whom the
subject of this sketch was named, was a missionary to China, and died as a result of injuries received in a massacre there in 1852. Benjamin B. Green followed the milling business
at Troy Hills, and operated grist-mills, sawmills and cotton mills. Mr. and Mrs. Green
had four children besides the subject of this
sketch, namely: Joseph R.; Carolina M.;
George W.; and Anna C.
Chester F. Green attended school in his native place, and then went to Newark, New J ersey, where he learned to be a skilled machinist.
This trade he followed until 1868, when his
health partly failed and he took a trip to the
\i\T est, incidentally coming to Waterloo to visit
a cousm. He soon felt the effect of the bracing \Vestern air, and decided to give the climate a chance to restore him. After following
the life of a farmer for one year, he went to
Walnut, Illinois, and was there engaged for
two years in the mercantile business. Selling
this, he bought a farm in Poyner township,
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Black Hawk County, Iowa, consisting of 160
acres, and operated it for five years. In 1887
he went into the railway mail service, · running
between Indianapolis and St. Louis and later
between Texarkana and Sherman, Texas, then
he was transferred to the route between St.
Louis and Little Rock, Arkansas, and three
months later to that between St. Louis and
Atchison, Kansas. The next transfer was to
the route betwen St. Louis and Rock Island,
Illinois. In 1880 he was placed on the fa st
mail route between Chicago and Burlington,
Iowa. In 1886 he retired from the railway service. During all this time with the exception of
two years at Princeton, Illinois, he had made
his home in Waterloo. In July, 1886, he embarked in the insurance business, taking up the
accident insurance line and making his headquarters in Waterloo. For eight months he
represented the Equitable Life Insurance Company of Iowa, and was special agent for the
Union Mutual Accident Company of Chicago.
Later he was State agent for the United States
Mutual Association of New York, and represented that company for seven years. For one
year he was special agent for the United States
Casualty Company, in Illinois, Iowa, and Missouri, outside of St. Louis and Chicago. For
the same period, he was also special agent for
the St. Louis office of the Travelers' Insurance
Company. In 1897, he became State agent of
Iowa for the Aetna Life Insurance Company,
which position he still holds and has built up a
large and lucrative business in this line. He
has a wide acquaintance, and hosts of friends
who take pleasure in his continued success.
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In 1871, Mr. Green was married at Princeton, Illinois, to Louise A. Bunn, of that place,
the youngest daughter of Jacob Bunn. They
have a family of three sons and three daughters
-Benjamin F., Nellie M., Susan L., George B.,
H. Marie and Chester R.
Politically, Mr. Green is a Republican. The
comfortable and attractive family home is located at No. 114 vValnut street.

m

ON. EDWARD TOWNSEND.
In
the death of Hon. Edward Townsend,
Cedar Falls, Iowa, lost one of its most
distinguished citizens, and Black
Hawk County one of its most valued pioneers.
Mr. Townsend was born in La Grange township, Dutchess County, New York, November
28, 1831, and was a son of Elijah and Rosannah (Downing) Townsend.
The subject of this sketch obtained his education in the district school and in Berkshire
Academy, at Stockbridge, Massachusetts. He
was reared in a home where he was taught the
necessity of industry, as well as the principles
of virtue and honesty. In May, 1859, he joined
the great exodus to the West, and located at
Waterloo, Iowa. Two years later, he removed
to Cedar Falls, and was engaged in banking
in this city until 1874. From August, 1862,
to June, 1863, he served 111 the Civil
\,Var, having enlisted as a private 111
Company B, 31st Reg. Iowa Vol. Inf.
He was soon made 2nd lieutenant, and afterward promoted to the rank of 1st lieutenant.

Serious sickness, however, compelled his resignation in 1863. In 1878, Mr. Townsend embarked in the lumber and coal business, which
he followed during the remainder of his life.
As a merchant he was well and favorably
known, and even during his years of public
service, he neglected no opportunity of advancing his own and the city's commercial interests.
In politics, Mr. Townsend was a Republican, and was honored many times by his party,
offices of trust and responsibility being placed
in his hands with the conviction that the public
interests would be faithfully conserved.
A
trained business man, he brought business methods to bear in the administration of office,
whether as a member of the City Council, the
School Board, or the Board of Supervisors, as
mayor of Cedar Falls or as a member of the
State Legislature. From 1870 to 1871, he
served as mayor of the city, with the support of
all of its best element, and when he was honored by his fellow citizens by being elected a
Representative in the 22nd and 23rd General
Assemblies, the belief was universal that no
better selection could have been made. This
was proved. His career was one which reflected honor upon him and upon the section he
represented.
Mr. Townsend's personal pride in the Iowa
State Normal School, of which he was a trustee
for six years, is known to the community.
From the beginning of this institution, in 1876,
until his death, his interest never lessened. As
its first treasurer, he became connected with
its business management, and realized what
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such an enterprise might become to both city
and State. It is recalled that during his term
as representative, he, in connection with Governor Parrott of Waterloo, secured the first permanent appropriation that was made to the institution. In 1894, when he was elected a
trustee, he willingly assumed the responsibility
of being chairman of the building committee,
the result being the erection of an edifice which
stands as a model among the public buildings
of the State. Mr. Townsend served also as a
member of the board of commissioners for the
building of the State Soldiers' and Sailors'
monument. His executive ability was wonderful, and the results he obtained were far
beyond the expectations of those with whom he
was associated.
Mr. Townsend was married October 17,
1867, to Sarah A. Seward, of Dutchess County,
New York, who died March 20, 1872, leaving
three children, of whom Katharine S. (Mrs.
Roger Leavitt) and Mary L. survive. The
second marriage of Mr. Townsend took place
September 26, 1878, to Sarah H. Huntington,
of Oswego County, New York. One son, Edward H., was born to them, May 5, 1881.
The death of Mr. Townsend occurred Jan- ·
uary 19, 1900, at his home in Cedar Falls, a
home to which his fidelity, his devotion and his
courtesy contributed those elements which go
to make up so much of the happiness of domestic life. In this home he was honored, believed and mourned with the sincerity which
his character inspired. In only a less degree
was he missed and lamented by those who had
gone in and out with him in the pressure of
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business and public life, for almost 40 years,
those who recognized in him the integrity, the
conscientiousness and the high ideals of a manly
character. Prominent as a citizen, distinguished
in public affairs, he was regarded with grateful feelings by many in the humbler walks of
life, to whom his advice and financial assistance
had been unostentatiously given for more than
a quarter of a century.
Although a subscriber to no religious dogma, the late Mr. Townsend encouraged religious teaching by attendance at church, but his
Christianity was of too broad a scope to be
narrowed into any special channel. His fellow
citizens can well recall his presence when trouble or disasater threatened ,to overwhelm them,
and while his help was practical, he also knew
how to speak the encouraging word, and give
the look of sincere sympathy.
We are permitted to append to our too brief
record of the life and character of this distinguished citizen of Cedar Falls, a copy of the
resolutions adopted by the teachers of the Iowa
State Normal School, and of those adopted by
the House of Representatives of the State of
Iowa. The former paper runs as follows:
"In memory of Hon. Edward Townsend,
trustee of the Iowa State Normal School, who
has recently been removed from us by death,
we, the teachers of said school, desire to record
our tribute of love and appreciation.
"For many years in both public and private
life Mr. Townsend has proven himself an unwavering friend to this institution. Its welfare has been dear to him, and he has been untiring in ministering to its needs. Our build-
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ings and grounds, in many features, bear testimony to his judgment and thoughtful care. A
few days before his death he said to one of
us in reference to the flag-staff he had placed
upon the campus 'It will stand there long after
you are all gone.' So will his memory endur@,
and other teachers and students will profit by
his faithful service. He was dignified and noble
m bearing, yet kindly, gentle and considerate
111 his intercourse with others, firm in principle,
and always standing for what he conceived to
be right.
"\Ve realize that in his death we have lost
an earnest, conscientious, efficient guardian of
the school's interests, an able promoter of education in our State, a broad-minded, honored
and patriotic citizen, and a generous and faithful friend."
In the Iowa House of Representatives, January 24, 1900, a report and resolutions were
read by Hon. George A. Newman, Secretary of
State, and a devoted friend of Mr. Townsend,
which were adopted by a rising vote. These,
in substance, were, as follows :
"W'hereas, the Hon. Edward Townsend, an
honored member of the Twenty-second and
Twenty-third General Assemblies, from Black
Hawk County, a member of the Iowa Soldiers'
Monument Commission, and also a member of
the Board of Trustees of the Iowa State Normal School, was called from the labors and
toils of earth to life eternal, at his home in
Cedar Falls, on the 19th day of January, 1900,
and
"Whereas, The life and character of the
deceased were such as to command our esteem

and love, and his public services to the State
and county were of such a character as to command the respect and gratitude of his fellow
citizens, therefore, be it
"Resolved, That in his death his family are
bereft of a kind and loving husband and father,
the State loses the services, valuable counsel
and exemplary life of an honored, upright and
representati\'e citizen and the cause of education, a true friend.
"Resolved, That we share and deeply sympathize with his family in their great bereavement, trusting that 'He who doeth all things
well,' will sustain them in their sorrow, and
that they have the assurance that this affliction
was permitted in love and mercy."
According to rule, these resolutions \\·ere
printed in the Journal of the House, and bear
the signatures of: C. A. Wise, J. F. Cold, W.
L. Eaton, N"ate \Vright and \i\Tilliam Theophilus.

m

AKIEL M. THOMAS is one of the
leading and substantial business men
of Cedar Falls, where he is successfully engaged in the livery business.
He was born in Stephenson County, Illinois,
on May 30, 1862, and is a son of John A. and
Alvira (Keniston) Thomas.
John A. Thomas, who was a native of Canada, removed to Iowa in 1860 and engaged in
farming operations, in which he was very successful.
Daniel M. Thomas was one of a family of
four children, and was raised and educated

.,.
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JAMES DE FOREST CALDWELL
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The father of Sheriff Caldwell was born in
Orange County, New York, November 6,
1815, his parents removing to New Market,
Ontario, Canada, when he was about a year old.
There he remained until he was 20 years of age.
He was the youngest of a family composed of
six boys and one girl, and when he was 18
months old his father was killed by a falling
tree. In his youth Mr. Caldwell worked on a
farm, going to school only a few months in
the year. Later on he learned the tailor's
trade, which he followed until he was 30 years
old. In 1868, Charles C. Caldwell came with
his family to Black Hawk County, as one of
the pioneers. He settled on a tract of raw prairie in Fox township, IO miles east of the present city of Waterloo. The land was but
sparsely settled at that time, and he cleared up
his large farm of 435 acres from the virgin
soil. In 1873, he rented his farm and moved
of America.
to
married
was
to Belle Plaine with his family. Two years
The subject of this sketch
Alice S. Grover, a daughter of George H. later they returned to Black Hawk County.
Grover, and they are the parents of five chil- In 1884 he retired to Waterloo, where he redren as follows: Edna B., Vera A., Blanche, sided for some years prior to his death, being
Roger and George. Mr. Thomas and his fam- one of the most highly esteemed citizens of
ily are members of the Methodist Episcopal the place. He married Sarah Adeline Parsons,
who was born in Palmyra, New York, FebruChurch.
ary 13, 1816. She was the youngest and latest
survivor of a family of six children, all of
AMES DE FOREST CALDWEL L, whom lived to old age. She was of genuine
sheriff of Black Hawk County, Iowa, Revolutiona ry descent. Her grandfather , Maj.
and one of the prominent and sub- Edward Crafts, was born in Boston, Massachustantial citizens of Waterloo, was setts, in 1746. The house in which he was
born May 12, 1853, in Medina County, Ohio, born still remains standing, and is now Nos.
and is a son of Charles C. and Sarah Adeline 79 and 81 Salem street, having been recently
visited by a friend of the family. He com(Parsons) Caldwell.

in ImYa. He completed his schooling in the
Iowa State Normal School, and upon reaching
the years of manhood began farming, which
he continued until 1896. Then he removed
to Cedar Falls and engaged in the machinery
business with his brother, S. I. Thomas. In
1898, l\Ir. Thomas gave up his interests in the
machinery line, and purchased his present concern, which he has since conducted ·with remarkable success. He also devotes much time
to selling horses, and does considerable business in feeding. He has about 20 well-kept
carriages and buggies and takes great interest
in his stable. Mr. Thomas has been a resident
of Cedar Falls since he was eight years of age,
and has always taken a keen interest in all that
pertains to the welfare of his town and county.
In politics, Mr. Thomas is a Republican, ~nd
fraternally, a member of the Modern Woodmen

l]
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manded a company of artillery in the Revolutionary \Var, and the two cannon used by his
company today adorn Bunker Hill Monument.
A brother of Major Crafts was colonel of a
regiment of artillery through the entire struggle for national independence, and both these
men were intimate friends of President John
Adams, who said of them : "They were noble
men, ,yho, while they did not pretend to be
fine gentlemen, were honest, industrious, Godfearing men; who went to the polls as they
went to church, and who never hesitated to
draw their swords in the cause of right." Mrs.
Charles C. Caldwell died May 9, 1897, at the
home of her son, C. W. Caldwell, No. 1002 Lafayette street, Waterloo. Her marriage occurred in ½hatham, Medina County, Ohio, November, 30) 1837. On November 30, 1887,
her golden wedding anniversary ,ms appropriately celebrated at the family residence in
\Vaterloo. Mr. Caldwell's death occurred October 24, 1896. Charles C. Caldwell was the
father of six children, only three of whom survive, C. W. and James De Forest Caldwell,
and Judge E. P. Caldwell, of Minneapolis,
Minnesota. Two sons died in childhood and
one daughter died at the age of 23 years. In
politics, Charles C. Caldwell was a stanch Democrat and held one of the first Democratic caucuses in Fox township in the days when it took
a man of courage to do this. He united with
the Methodist Episcopal Church in 1858, and
was a consistent member and died firm in the
faith. He was highly respected by all as a
man of honesty and integrity.

James De Forest Caldwell, of this review,
is the youngest of his parents' children. Until
he was 15 years old, his education was pursued in the public and select schools in Medina
County, Ohio. During his youth he devoted
his time mainly to farming, and, although
since 1883 he has not personally operated any
land, he o\\·ns a large amount of farming property and retains an interest in agricultural
affairs.
In September, 1883, Mr. Caldwell went
into a livery business in \Vaterloo and for 20
years conducted the largest and best equipped
livery in the city, his rolling stock being valued
at $15,000.
In 1903, Mr. Caldwell was elected sheriff
of Black Hawk County, on the Democratic
ticket. His success was notable, as he is the first
Democrat elected to this office in Black Hawk
County in a period of over 40 years. Mr.
Caldwell has a very wide acquaintance and an
extended circle of personal friends. His election to this very responsible office met with
general approbation, and he has had occasion,
during his incumbency, to show his constituents
and the public that their confidence in him has
not been misplaced.
Mr. Caldwell was married, September 22,
1875, in Black Hawk County, to Margaret E.
Hallowell. ,yho was born in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, and is a daughter of Rev. Peter
Hallowell, a minister of the Methodist Episcopal Church. They have one daughter, Myrtle L., \Yife of George B. Miller, of Waterloo.
The Caldwell home is one of the most beautiful
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m vVaterloo, a city noted for its handsome
residences. Mr. Caldwell owns, also, large
farming tracts in Winnebago County, Iowa.
Mr. Caldwell is fraternally connected with
the Knights of Pythias, the Independent Order
of Odd Fellows, and the Tribe of Ben Hur.
His portrait accompanies this sketch.

IJ

AMES GARDINER, recognized as the
foremost real estate dealer of Waterloo, Iowa, is also one of the city's
most stable business men, being identified with many business interests.
Mr. Gardiner was born in Huron County,
Canada, in 1863, and was one of 10 children
born to his parents. Of the rest, Dr. W. G.
Gardiner practices the profession of medicine
in Toledo, Ohio; M. J. Gardiner lives in Canada; Robert is a resident of Reinbeck, Iowa ;
and a sister, Mrs. Dew, lives in Tama County,

Iowa.
James Gardiner was reared in his native
county, and was graduated from St. Mary's
College. He subsequently took a post-graduate
course at Monmouth College, Monmouth, Illinois, after which he entered upon a career of
business. He handled real estate at Reinbeck.
Grundy County, Iowa, with good results, and
operated extensively in adjoining counties, representing the Dominion American Land Company, Ltd., as general business manager. This
is a very strong company, capitalized at $300,000, and the following are its officers: Edward Brown, president; J. B. Henderson, vice-
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president; Charles Biebesheimer, secretary and
treasurer; and James Gardiner, general manager. This company has been very successful
in making sales of Canadian lands in large
blocks to syndicates. Mr. Gardiner has resided in vVaterloo but a short time, but expects
to make his permanent residence here, where
he has many friends. He has located his residence on one of the finest sites on the West
Side, and has a fine home.
The subject of this sketch was united in
marriage with Margaret McWhirter, a native
of Tama County, and they are parents of the
following children: Margretta Jean, John
Gregg, Margaret Genevieve, James Elliott and
Francis W. The family are Presbyterians.
Mr. Gardiner is a Republican in politics.

HE WATERLOO LIVE STOCK
COMMISSION COMPANY, of
which ·W illiam Holland is general
manager, is one of the largest and
most important concerns engaged in business
in Waterloo, Iowa. It sells live stock on commission, and in point of sales and facilities
for business excels any other similar firm or
company in the United States.
This company was organized July 1, 1903,
by \,Villiam Holland in connection with some
of the leading business men of Waterloo, a
number of farmers of Black Hawk and adjoining counties, and several live stock commission men of St. Paul, Minnesota, and South
Omaha, Nebraska; the capital stock is $20,-
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ooo. As vVaterloo is centrally located between
Omaha and Chicago, Kansas City and Chicago,
St. Paul and Chicago, and Sioux City and
Chicago, and as fully half of the hors_es, hogs
and fat cattle in the Chicago markets are
shipped from Iowa, the company's adaptation
for the live stock commission business is of
the nry best. This company has the most
modern structure in the world for its purposes, having a capacity for 1,000 head of
horses, and 50 cars of cattle. Sales are held
semi-monthly, and as business increases they
expect to put in 50 paved yards with a circular
auction ring in the center, special attention to
be given to handling stock cattle and feeders
in car-load lots. In the amphitheater there is
a gallery space of 250 feet, with a capacity for
1,500 people. The building is 150 by 250 feet
in dimensions, and is provided with a fireproof
roof, outside doors, screen doors, and other
modern equipments, excelling all other places
of the kind wherever located. Its location is
convenient to three great railroad systems, the
Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific, the Illinois
Central, and the Chicago Great Western.
The officers of The Waterloo Live Stock
Commission Company are: Matthew C.
Vaughan, president; Ira Roclamar, secretary and
treasurer; and William Holland, general manager. Mr. Holland is a member of the Live
Stock Exchange of St. Paul, which assures the
company every possible advantage and courtesy in the transportation of stock. Mr. Holland is a man of recognized ability, and the success ,Yith which the company is meeting is clue
in a large measure to his efficient management.

He has been a resident of Waterloo for a period
of more than 20 years, and has been a dealer
in live stock most of the time.

m

ANIEL CLARK HENRY, a prosperous farmer and stock raiser of
East \,Vaterloo township, won his way
in the world through his own effort,
and now occupies a prominent position among
the agriculturists of the county. He was born
in Madison County, New York, August 14,
1840, and is a son of James and Hannah
(Clark) Henry, and a grandson of John
I--;enry, and of Daniel and Hannah (Bulkley)
Clark.
Daniel Clark, the maternal grandfather of
the subject of this sketch, was a native of Colchester, Connecticut. About l 800 he settled
in Madison County, New York, where he engaged in farming. He married Hannah Bulkley, who bore him four children, namely: David, Bulkley, Robert and Hannah.
James Henry, our subject's father, was born
in Massachusetts, and was two years old when
his parents moved to the vicinity of Earlvil!c,
Madison County, New York. He was raised
on a farm, and followed farming near Earlville on land where his father had setHe made a success of farming
tled.
and later became a merchant. In 1856,
he removed with his family to Freeport,
Illinois, where he cultivated a farm for two
years. In 1858 he removed with his family to
Black Hawk County, Iowa, bringing with him
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head of horses and some cattle. Mr. Henry
purchased 80 acres of land in Mount Vernon
township and engaged in its cultivation. He
met with success in his agricultural operations,
and purchased adjoining property until he had,
in all, 400 acres of well improved land. He
remained on this farm until his death, which
occurred August 15, 1876, his wife having
died in 1874. Mrs. Henry, ·whose maiden name
was Hannah Clark, was a native of Connecticut.
Both Mr. and Mrs. Henry were buried in
Mount Vernon township. Our subject's father
occupied a prominent place among the citize,~s
of his township. He was a Democrat in politics. He and his wife were members of the
Presbyterian Church. They were the parents
of five children, namely: Albert, a veteran
of the War of the Rebellion, who is following
farming near Spokane, Washington; Alpheus,
also a veteran of the Civil War, who is engaged in farming with the subject of P11s
sketch; Daniel Clark, our subject; Frederick,
who is engaged in farming and stock raising
in Mount Vernon township, and Hannah, who
died in 1882, unmarried.
Daniel Clark Henry attended the common
schools of his native county, and remained with
his parents until January 1, 1868. He lived
in Mount Vernon township for 23 years. In
1892 he removed to East Waterloo township
and purchased 80 acres in section 12, known
as the Hall place. He also owns 240 acres situated in section 33, Mount Vernon township,
which he rents. Mr. Henry devotes the greater
part of his time to the raising of fine horses
at present, although in former years he was
IO

an extensive farmer. Politically, he is a Democrat.
On January 1, 1868, Mr. Henry was married to Esther Maria Thurston, a native of
St. Joseph County, Michigan, and a daughter
of Ira and Amanda (Fletcher) Thurston. Mrs.
Thurston was born in Ohio. Mr. Thurston,
who was a native of New York State, settled
with his family in Bremer County, Iowa, in
1854 and began the cultivation of land in Jefferson township. After many years of hard
work on the farm, Mr. and Mrs. Thurston removed to Janesville, Iowa, and rented the farm.
Mr. and Mrs. Henry are the parents of thre-e
children, namely: Hannah Mabel, who is the
wife of Clarence Dickey, and now lives in
Mount Vernon township; and Bertha M. and
Frank C., who live at home. Mrs. Henry is a
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church
of Waterloo.

l]

OHN ASQUITH, a well known citizen
of Waterloo, Iowa, ex-superintendent
of the Black Hawk County Poor
Farm, was born at Bradford, Yorkshire, England, June 19, 1835, and is a s·on
of Thomas Asquith.
Thomas Asquith and his wife were also
born in England, where the former was a
miner. He died, aged 70 years, in Johnstown,
Pennsylvania, and was followed to the tomb
by his widow about IO years later. They had
a family of seven children, of " ·horn John Asquith is the youngest. He has one sister, Eliza-
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beth, widow of John Atkinson, of Johnstown,
Pennsylvan ia.
The subject of this sketch grew to young
manhood without any exceptional educational
advantages, but Nature had endowed him with
robust health and sturdy frame and given him
that love of manly sports which every true son
of England inherits. In the national game of
cricket he became so expert that it proved a
source of livelihood to him for some years,
and when he gave this up professionally, he
learned the trade of worsted spinning, in which
he became so skilled that he was made foreman of a mill at Bradford. From his father
he also learned the practical details of mining,
and worked in the mines in Yorkshire until
1857. His brother, Charles, had emigrated
to America in 1856. His death took place in
O'Brien County, Iowa, in 1894. He was a
prominent citizen and farmer, and a preacher
in the Dunkard Church. ·w ith many selfdenials and tireless industry, the subject of
this sketch saved enough money to pay the
passage of his parents, his sister and himself,
to America, and they joined Charles at Johnstown.
The two brothers worked here in the mines,
supporting the family, until 1860, when John
Asquith went to Illinois and again worked industriously until 1863, at which time he learned
that Charles had entered the army, in a Pennsylvania regiment. The closest affection existed between the brothers, and he immediately followed Charles' example by going to
Chicago and enlisting in January, 1863, in the
United States Navy. He was assigned to the

flagship dispatch boat, "Alexander , No. 40,"
as first class fireman, and served until the close
of the war.
After the end of the war, the subject of
this sketch went back to Johnstown for a short
visit, and in the fall of 1865 located in Black
Hawk County. He was accompanied by his
brother, and each purchased 120 acres of land
in Black Hawk township, having adjoining
farms. Here they followed farming for some
years, when John Asquith rented his land for
three years, and took a position as foreman
for the "Fields Stock Farm," at Cedar Falls.
When his contract was closed here, he returned
to his farm, which is situated almost in the center of section 16, and continued to operate it
until 1893. Then he bought considerable property in Waterloo, including his present comfortable home at No. 203 Jefferson street.
Mr. Asquith has no grounds for complaint
concerning his success in life. He was not only
a prosperous farmer and stock raiser, but has
also been been frequently honored by the confidence of his fellow citizens, having served
as road supervisor, trustee, and school director
and, from 1899 to 1904, was the efficient superintendent of the Black Hawk County Poor
Farm.
In 1859, at Johnstown, Mr. Asquith married Rebecca Sutcliff, who was born in Bradford, England, and died at the age of 65 years.
Of their 12 children, the survivors are as follows: Miriam; Stead Albert, who married
Clema Bellingham, and has one child-Glen n;
Frank, who married Mabel Hoxie; Annie, wife
of John Rugg, of Black Hawk township; Jes-
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sie, wife of Melvin G. Ball, who has one sonRobert 0.; and Elsie. Mr. Asquith established
his sons in the jewelry business in Waterloo
and they are prospering. In politics, he is a
Republican.

Ill

I CHARD HOLMES, formerly president of the Waterloo National Bank,
is one of the leading citizens of
Waterloo, Iowa, and has been a resident of Black Hawk County since 1863. Mr.
Holmes was born near Manchester, England,
April 20, 1842, and is a son of James Holmes.
James Holmes, who was a substantial farmer and a man of sterling character, came from
England to America in 1854, accompanied by
his family, landing in Montreal, Canada, after
a voyage of eight weeks. Three months later
they came West and located in Green County,
\Visconsin, where Richard Holmes grew to maturity. They built a log cabin, cleared the land
for cultivation, and after remaining there for a
period of nine years decided to go farther \ Vest.
Richard Holmes accompanied his father, walking 50 miles to a railroad, and then coming
to vVaterloo, Iowa. After searching for a desirable location for a few days, walking many
miles, they located a claim in Lincoln township. The father returned to Wisconsin to
prepare to remove the family to their new
home in the spring, while Richard obtained
employment on a farm in Black Hawk County.
In the spring he too returned to \ Vi sconsin,
to assist the family in their removal. James
Holmes farmed in Lincoln to,yn ship for many

years, and upon his retirement moved to Hudson, where 1!e died September 28, 1895, aged
81 years, 11 months and six days. His wife,
whose maiden name was Ann Emerson, died
January 27, 1892, aged 74 years, three months
and IO clays.
They were the parents of the following
children: Richard, Martha, Mary, Francis,
James, George, Emma and Wright. Martha,
now deceased, was the wife of Peter Johnson, also deceased, by whom she had one son,
George F., who is president of The Waterloo
Live Stock Commission Company, and lives
on a farm near Hudson. Mary married A. M.
Ehret, a farmer living near Hudson, and has
t\rn children. Francis, who died at Waterloo
August 17, 1896, aged 47 years, married Lydia
Bickley, who now resides in Waterloo. They
had six children, as follows: John, a farmer
on his father's homestead, who married Miss
Auger, of Laporte City; Anna and Grace, who
are attending the State University of Iowa at
Iowa City; Frances; Dorothy; and Richard.
James is living in retirement in Colorado
Springs, Colorado, having been engaged in the
furniture business, and also in the real estate
and insurance line. He married Ellen Horner,
and they have a daughter-Ellen. George,
who died February 27, 1899, at the age of 44
years, married Margaret Stewart, of Norway,
Iowa, and they had two children-Helen and
Stewart-who reside with their mother at
Doon, Iowa. The father was engaged in farming, lumbering and banking. Emma married
John Bentley, of Doon. Iowa , a lumberman
and coal dealer, and they have the follO\Ying
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children: Walter, who is attending college
at Ames, Iowa; Ray; George; and Roger.
Wright, a farmer and stock dealer of Doon,
Iowa, married Laura Barker, of Prairiesburg,
Iowa, and they have two sons-Howard and
James.
Richard Holmes worked hard from early
youth until his retirement from active business in recent years, and the success he attained
resulted solely from his own industry and wise
investments. His educational training was such
as he could obtain in the district schools during
the winter months.
After coming to Black
Hawk County, Iowa, he purchased a tract of
land in Eagle township, and in addition to cultivating this he conducted a threshing machine
with financial success. Mr. Holmes spent the
winters of 1872, 1873 and 1874 in England.
In 1882 he moved to the city of Waterloo, and
for five years was engaged in the implement
business with James R. Vaughan under the
firm name of Holmes & Vaughan. They built
up a fine trade throughout the State. In 1890,
Mr. Holmes retired from active business, although he has since been interested in numerous commercial enterprises. He was made
president of the Waterloo Gasoline Engine
Company, which has since been merged into
the Waterloo Motor Company. He also served
as vice-president, and later as president of the
\Vaterloo State Bank from its organization in
1893 until it was reorganized as the Waterloo
National Bank, of which he was president
until February, 1903. In January, 1904, he
was again elected president of this bank, which

has smce been merged into the Black Hawk
National Bank, of which he is vice-president.
Mr. Holmes was married September 21,
1876, to Mary Vaughan, a daughter of James
Vaughan, deceased, a record of whose life appears elsewhere in this work. They have one
of the finest homes in the city, located at No.
850 West Fourth street, which was completed
in 1900. In politics, Mr. Holmes is an independent Republican, and has held various township offices, such as school director and road
supervisor. He is a member of the Baptist
Church. He is an example of the sturdy business man and upright citizen, and to such as
he Black Hawk County owes its prestige. ·

ILLIAM McKNIGHT LAW, who
served as sheriff of Black Hawk
County, Iowa, from January 1,
1896, until January 1, 1904,
1s one of the prominent business men
He 1s secretary of the
of Waterloo.
Board of Trade, and is a public spirited citizen,
who has done much to advance the interests of
the city. Mr. Law was born in Ontario, Canada, in 1854, and is a son of William Law,
who was born in Cumberland County, England, of Scotch and English parents. •
William Law followed the trade of a wagon
and carriage maker in his native country and
for some years in Ontario, Canada. He came
with his family to Black Ha,Yk County, Iowa,
in 1868, and located on a farm 12 miles south-
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west of Vv aterloo, which property is now under
the control of our subject. He died in 1887,
aged 73 years. The mother of our subject was
born in Yorkshire, England, and was married
to Mr. Law in Canada. She now resides at
Cedar Falls, and is past 83 years of age.
William McKnight Law was educated 111
the common schools and spent the years of
his youth and young manhood upon his father's
farm among the pioneers of this now prosperous country. He held a number of township
offices, including that of clerk for six years,
secretary of the School Board many years,
and postmaster of Hudson for four years.
Without his seeking the office, he was nominated for sheriff on the Repubplican ticket and
was elected with little effort on his part. He
served as sheriff eight years in a most efficient
manner, and to the entire satisfaction of his
friends and constituents, being thrice reelected.
He is interested in the Security Savings Bank
as a director and as a director in the Stewart
Cement Block Machine Company, of Waterloo,
Iowa, of which he is also treasurer and manager. This company, which is the most recently organized industrial concern of Waterloo, is incorporated under the laws of the State
of Iowa with a capital stock, fully paid, of
$50,000. The officers and directors are as
follows: President, J. H. Stewart; vice-president, George L. Dixon; secretary, William Galloway; treasurer, William McKnight Law; directors-J. H. Stewart, George L. Dixon, William Galloway, William McKnight Law, C. D.
Kern , D. J. Wilson, J. S. Tuthill, F. E. Cutler
and F . F. McElhinney. The machine that this
27

company manufactures, and which machine was
patented September I, 1903, is one for the making of hollow cement blocks for building purposes. Buildings can be constructed of hollow
cement blocks at about the same cost as buildings built of frame, and at half the cost of
brick structures. Such buildings are more durable; the hollow spaces make them warmer
in winter and cooler in summer; and they can
be made very ornamental, as the cement block
machine has a number of faces that render
it an easy matter to produce blocks closely resembling stone in appearance. Among the other
advantages are those of greatly reduced weight,
saving in time of construction and superior
sanitary and hygienic conditions.
William McKnight Law was united in marriage with E. Jessie Law, a daughter of Robert and Ellen Law, of Chicago, Illinois, and
they have three sons and two daughters, as
follows: Ralph A., who lately became assistant cashier of the newly organized Black
Hawk National Bank, having been teller of the
Waterloo National Bank for the four years
preceding; Robert, who has just completed
the law course at the State University of Iowa
at Iowa City and been admitted to the bar;
Harvey, a graduate of the Waterloo High
School, who is now in the employ of the Iowa
Telephone Company; and Nellie A. and Harriet B., who are attending the Waterloo High
School. Politically, our subject is a Republican. He is a member of the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows; Knights of Pythias ;
Modern Woodmen of America, Waterloo Traveling Men's Association, Columbia Club or
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Business Men's Association, and Inter-State
Sheriff's Association . He has been a member
of the Waterloo Board of Trade ever since he
took up his residence in the city. Religiously,
he is an Adventist.

[I

RNEST CHARLES BRANDHORST, who for many years has
been prominently identified with the
agricultural and business interests of
Black Ha\Yk County, Iowa, now resides on his
well improved farm of 80 acres, situated in
section ·31, Black Hawk township. He also
owns a 64-acre farm in Lincoln township. He
was born in Westphalia, Germany, December
9, 1861, and is a son of Fred and Louise (Lupklink) Brandhorst, neither of whom came to
this country.
Ernest Charles Brandhorst obtained a good
German education, and then learned the baker's
trade, which he followed for some time in his
native country. Mr. Brandhorst, not being
desirous of joining the German Anny, came to
America in 1884 and first settled at ·w aterloo.
Later he went to Hudson, Black Hawk County,
and for t\rn years worked by the month on a
farm. Then he rented ground, which he cultivated until he was able to purcl-iase his present property. Mr. Brandhorst immediately began the cultivation of the place, \\·here he has
since continued his farming operations. He has
spent much time in making many substantial
improyements, and has at present a farm unsurpassed in Black Hawk County. Mr. Brandhorst carries on general farming and stock

ra1smg, and has been very successful in his
operations. Polit:cally, Mr. Brandhorst is a
Democrat, although his choice of candidates
is based on fitness, regardless of party.
In 1887, Mr. Brandhorst was married to
Charlotte Beck, also a native of Westphalia,
Germany, where she and her husband were
school children together. She has no relatives
in this country. Mr. and Mrs. Brandhorst are
the parents of five children, namely: Edwa_rd,
John, Henry, F red and Helena. In religious
belief, Mr. and Mrs. Brandhorst are members
of the German Lutheran Church.

D

t

RANK STAEBELL, whose valuabl~
farm of 244 acres is located in section
4, Barclay township, Black Hawk
County, ,ms born September 17,
1828, in Alsace, France, and is a son of Frank
and Mary (Casper) Staebell, who were also
natives of Alsace. They carried on farming
there and reared their six children, namely:
Margaret, Lena, Katherine and Mary, all deceased; Barbara, widow of Joseph Jenkins, of
Atchison, Kansas; and Frank.
Frank Staebell was educated in both French
and German in the schools of his native land,
and remained with his parents until he reached
the age of 25 years, his occupation being farming. In 1853 he came to America and first
located three miles south of Freeport, Stephenson County, Illinois, where he rented and operated a farm until 1863. In September of that
year he journeyed to Black Hawk County,
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Iowa. Here he secured a tract of 80 acres of
wild land, which he soon cleared and put under
cultivation. He added to it as his means permitted, until he now owns 244 acres; he has
had more, but has sold some. Not only is his
farm one of the best cultivated ones of the township, but it also has a superior set of buildings, and everything presents a neat and tlirifty
appearance. Mr. Staebell carried on general
farming and stock raising until 1898, when
he retired from active work. During his management of the farm his crops of oats, corn and
hay were abundant, and his cattle, horses and
hogs were the equal of any in the township.
In 1855 Mr. Staebell was married to Margaret Phillips, a native of Alsace, France, who
came to America in 1853. They have had nine
children, as follows: Joseph, who is in the
real estate business in Turner County, South
Dakota; Frank, a farmer living near Le Mars,
Io,Ya; Mary, wife of John Fritz, of Turner
County, South Dakota; Caroline, wife of
George Schlict, also of the same county; Edward, a farmer of Turner County, South Dakota; John, a farmer of Barclay township,
Black Hawk County; Michael, who farms the
old place for his father; Katherine, wife of
John Beaner, of Minnesota; and Rose, who
d ied, aged 16 years. The family belong to the
Catholic Church in Barclay township.
Mr. Staebell's success in life is attributable
to his constant industry and his capable management. When he came to Black Hawk
County, his possessions amounted to $600,
three horses and a few cattle. He bravely met
the hardships with wh ich every early settler

had to contend, but has overcome them all and
now can find satisfaction in the comforts his
industry has provided. He and wife have
reared a fine family, and they enjoy the respect
and esteem of all who kno\Y them.

m

EORGE F. DUNHAM,formerlv manager of the Concret~ Stone ~o;npany,
of Waterloo, Iowa, and v1ce-pres1dent of the Board of Trade and vicepresident of the Perpetual Building & Loan
Association of the city, was born in 1847, at
St. John's, New Brunswick. He is at present inspector of the Commercial National Bank
Building-a seven-story building now being
erected at the corner of Fourth and Sycamore
streets, Waterloo, Iowa.
Mr. Dunham left his native land at the age
of 20 years, coming almost directly to \Vaterloo, where his sister, Mrs. Joseph Ponsforcl,
was already located. Her husband was one of
the early contractors of Waterloo. He now
lives with his family in South Dakota. Mr.
Dunham had learned the carpenter's trade and
he found a fine opening at Waterloo, where he
has remained ever since. He has followed contracting, and has been the leading man in his
line in the construction of many of the finest
homes and most substantial buildings in the
city, his last work being the erection of the
·w ashington school house. Among other attractive residences of his construction is his
own home, at No. 1102 Mulberry street.
The Concrete Stone Company, which manu-
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factures all kinds of concrete, was organized
November 6, 1902, with the following officers:
vV. ~I. Stewart, president; H. M. Reed, vicepresident; D. L. Wood, treasurer; and George
F. Dunham, secretary and manager. The
board of directors consisted of the following :
J. E. Sedgwick, George F. Dunham, D. L.
vVood, H. M. Reed and W. M. Stewart. The
business is capitalized at $30,000, paid up, and
the plant is located about one mile down the
river from Fourth street, just outside the eastern city limits; from 12 to 20 hands are employed. The business is still almost in its infancy, but has made most satisfactory pro-

a Republican, he has frequently been elected
to office, and has served six years as councilman from the Fourth Ward, his second term
expiring in 1903. For the past four years he
has been a member of the Board of Trade, and
for the past two years has served in the capacity
of vice-president of that body. His life has
been a busy one. While devoting his energies
to the welfare of his family, he has never been
found wanting in public spirit, and is rightly
regarded as one of vVaterloo's representative
men.

gress.
\Vith George Crownover, G. W. Dawson,
Robert Brown, A. W. Raffa, Warren Brown,
Alford Dunham, and W. W. McFarland, Mr.
Dunham was a pioneer organizer of the ~erpetual Building & Loan Association, of which
he has been vice-president ever since.
Mr. Dunham married Sarah Phillips, who
was born at Saratoga Springs, New York, and
is a daughter of Jervis Phillips, who came here
as a pioneer from Saratoga, New York. They
have the following children: Mabel A. (Mrs.
Stull), of Waterloo; Ralph, who married Goldie Wise, lives in Waterloo and is connected
with the Illinois Central Railroad; and Helen,
Bessie and Benson, who are at home. The
family attend the Protestant Episcopal Church.
Mr. Dunham has always been prominently
identified with local politics and home enterprises. He served ten years as a member of
the Volunteer Fire Department of Waterloo,
and has a certificate of the same. Politically

HARLES M. YOCKSTICK is one
of the best known representative farmers of Black Hawk township,
Black Hawk County, where he lives
on a well improved farm of 80 acres, situated
in section 16. He was born at Cedar Falls,
Iowa, August 7, 1870, and is a son of Adam
and Hannah (Finsky) Yockstick, both natives
of Germany.
Upon coming to America, Adam Yockstick
engaged in farming and continued in that occupation until his retirement in 1903. Politically, Mr. Yockstick is a Republican. Mr. and
Mrs. Yockstick have been blessed with 12 children, eight of whom are now living, namely:
Lewis; Mary, who was married to Thomas
Conlisk; John; Lynch, who is married to Jacob
Seufferlein; Emma, who is married to James
Houghtaling; Charles M.; Minnie, who is married to Al. Seufferlein; and Edward. Mr. and
Mrs. Y ockstick are members of the German
Evangelical Church.
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Charles M. Yockstick attended the public
schools of Black Hawk County, and afterward
became a traction engineer, although he has
devoted the greater part of his life to farming.
Mr. Yockstick is prominent in the business
circles of his county, and is numbered among
its substantial citizens. Politically, he is a
Republican, and is at present serving as president of the School Board of his district.
In 1892, the subject of this sketch was married to Lucinda Strayer, and one child has been
born to them-C. Iva. Mr. and Mrs. Yockstick are members of the Progressive Brethren
Church .

•

m

ENRY MILLER. In the death of
Henry Miller, at his beautiful home
in Cedar Falls, Iowa, on March 27,
1887, the city lost one of its oldest
and most respected citizens, and a man who
has been identified with its commercial interests
for a period of 30 years. Mr. Miller was born
at Sand Lake, New York, October II, 1826,
and was a son of Garret and Eve (Morrison)
Miller; he was the second in a family of five
children. He is survived by a sister, who still
resides on the old family estate in New York,
which has been in the possession of the family
for the past century, and by Dr. Miller, his
eldest brother, who is a resident of Cedar Falls.
).fr. Miller obtained his education in his
natiYe State, and in the fall of 1857 joined the
pioneer business men of Cedar Falls, Iowa, becoming a partner in a mercantile concern with
the late A. Henderson, and with his brother,

the late James Miller, president of the Cedar
Falls National Bank, at the time of his decease.
The mercantile business was continued, its personnel being changed by the admission of Shepherd Wilson, and later by the admission of W.
T. Williams, when the firm style became The
Miller-Wilson Company. This concern became
one of the largest in its line in Cedar Falls. In
his long term of years of association with its
business life, Mr. Miller became acquainted with
the leading men of his city and county, and won
their esteem on account of his honorable and
upright methods. Remarkably clear-sighted,
energetic and resourceful, he was a man well
fitted to cope with the difficulties attendant upon
every pioneer business enterprise. He accu~
mulated wealth legitimately, and naturally took
his place among the prominent and represen~
tative men of his city.
On January 3, 1858, Henry Miller was united in marriage with Hannah Sturgis, of Sturgis, Michigan. Two sons were born to this
union, namely: Frank B., who is a graduate
of Cornell College, and assistant cashier of
the Cedar Falls National Bank; and James G.,
who is a lumber dealer in Chicago.
After retiring from mercantile pursuits, the
late Mr. Miller purchased a farm in Black
Hawk County, which he made his residence,
occupying himself. with the management of
various business enterprises. Until incapacitated by ill health, he spent the business hours
of the day at his office in the city. He had
many business and personal friends, the la(ter
enjoying the genial companionship accorded
them, and the former appreciating the unusual
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strength of mind and firmness of character of
this man of affairs.
In politics a Republican, Mr. Miller was,
at various times, identified with the city's official life, and served as a member of the City
Council on several occasions. Although not a
member of the Congregationa l Church, with
which his family is connected, he was a liberal
supporter of it, and was never in the background in contributions to the various charities and benevolent enterprises brought to his
notice. A kind and affectionate husband, a
careful and devoted father, a public spirited
citizen and a type of the honorable gentleman,
passed away in the death of Henry Miller.
The impressive funeral services were conducted
by the Ancient Order of United Workmen, of
which body he was a valued member, and his
remains were laid to rest in the quiet of the
beautiful city cemetery.

EWIGHT HILLS, whose fine farm
of 84 well-cultivated acres in section
19, Waterloo township, Black Hawk
County, Iowa, proves his efficiency
as a farmer, was born in Manchester, Iowa,
February 28, 1872, and is a son of Henry H.
and Celina (Miller) Hills.
Henry H. Hills was born in New Yark,
and became a resident of Iowa in 1864. His
first settlement was at Dubuque, where he
owned and operated a ferry, and lived there
some years before removing to Manchester,
Iowa. At the latter place he purchased land,

which he still owns and operates. His children
were: Dewight; Milton H., a real estate agent
of vVaterloo, Iowa ; Harry; and James and
Nellie, deceased. Mr. and Mrs. Hills are
prominent members of the Methodist Episcopal Church at Manchester.
In the schools of Manchester, Mr. Hills
obtained a fair education, and then took a business course in the \ Vaterloo Commercial College. Subsequently he was engaged in farming for four years ,Yith J. S. Gibson, of Barclay, Iowa, and during this time managed to
save the sum of $1,100. In the following IO
years, he took care of himself and enjoyed all
reasonable recreations and advantages, and still,
with but small wages, he managed to save the
sum of $2,200. In 1891 he was able to purchase his present farm and now owns one of the
handsomest properties in the township. It is
located favorably, within three and a half miles
of Waterloo, and was formerly known as the
Springer property. \i\lhile living in Waterloo,
he was janitor in the public schools.
Mr. Hills makes his general farming and
stock raising pay handsomely, and also keeps
about IO cows for dairy purposes. He has been
very successful in all his enterprises, and may
justly be regarded as one of the good farmers
and excellent managers of his locality.
On February 15, 1900, Mr. Hills was married to Julia E. Fairfield, of Webster City,
Iowa, and they have one little daughter-Ger trude. Mrs. Hills' father was formerly a
prominent and wealthy farmer of Fairbury,
Illinois. On November 4, 1903, Mr. Hills was
called upon to part with his beloved wife, who
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died at the early age of 28 years. She was a
lady of sweet, amiable disposition, and a devoted member of the Christian Church. Politically, Mr. Hill is a Republican.
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Dr. Hearst has been health officer of the
city for two years; he is examiner for about
1 5 insurance companies, and is a prominent
member of the American Medical Association,
the Iowa State Medical Society, the Austin
Flint Cedar Valley Medical Society, and vicepresident of the Black Hawk County Medical
ILLIAM L. HEARST, M. D., ex- Society.
In 1892, Dr. Hearst was united in marriage
president of the Black Hawk
County Medical Society and senior with Jennie E. Curtis, professor of geography
member of the medical firm of at the Iowa State N onnal School and a daughHearst & McAlvin, of Cedar Falls, Iowa, was ter of James A. Curtis. They have one son,
born in Cedar Falls, and is one of a family of William C.
Politically Dr. Hearst is a Republican, but
seven children resulting from the union of his
parents, James and Maria D. (Dane) Hearst. a large and absorbing practice gives him little
The father was born in Ohio and came to Iowa time for politics. Socially, the doctor is a memin 1864. He was always engaged in farming. ber of the Cedar Falls lodge of Masons and also
Dr. Hearst was graduated at the Iowa State is a Knight of Pythias. Dr. Hearst and his
Normal School at Cedar Falls in 1890 with the family are members of the Congregational
degree of B. S., and in 1895 at the State Uni- Church. Drs. Hearst and McAlvin constitute
versity of Iowa with the degree of Ph. B. His one of the leading medical firms of the county,
preparatory medical reading was pursued with and one whose skill commands the confidence
Dr. D. W. Crouse, of Waterloo, Iowa, and in of a large clientele.
1897 he was graduated in medicine at the State
University of Iowa. After spending one year
as interne in the University Hospital, he loLI J. SMITH, a prosperous farmer and
cated at Montezuma, Iowa, where he practiced
dairyman of Black Hawk County,
two years, and then located in Cedar Falls.
Iowa, lives on a fine farm of l 59.02
After four years of practice here, he spent one
acres
in section 2, Orange township.
year in post-graduate work in the hospitals of
Vienna, Austria. He also took a course in Mr. Smith was born in Mahoning County,
the school of Electro-Therapeutics of Ilinois, Ohio, January 25, 1845, and is a son of Henry
in Chicago and pursued other post-graduate and Lucy (Ebbert) Smith, both natives of
studies. With this added experience, he re- Pennsylvania.
Henry Smith was born in Lehigh County,
turned to Cedar Falls, where he has since pracPennsylvania; upon reaching the years of manticed his profession.
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hood, he learned the cooper's trade which he dren were born to this union, namely : Joseph,
follo,yed in connection with farming during deceased, who left a wife and one child; Winhis entire life. His death took place in ces and Lucy, deceased; Oliver; Cloy; Elmer;
Canfield, Ohio, and the death of his and Lloyd; and Clyde, deceased. Mr. and Mrs.
wife took place in Austin township, Ma- Smith are members of the First Baptist Church
honing County, Ohio, on the old Smith of Waterloo.
homestead. Mr. Smith was first a Democrat
but later changed his opinions, and became a
Republican. Mr. and Mrs. Smith ,Yere the
HO MAS K. ELLIOTT, whose entire
parents of 14 children, namely: Eli J.; vVilbusiness career has been spent in the
liam; Mary; Charles; Joseph; Catherine; Jenbanking business, is cashier of the
nie; Frank; Etta; Lucy; Hugh; Lillie, deBlack Hawk National Bank, of Waceased; Jerry and Laura. They were members
terloo,
Iowa.
This institution, located on the
of the Evangelical Church.
Eli J. Smith received his schooling in Ohio, corner of West Fourth and Commercial streets,
and when he was 19 years old came to Black was organized by Mr. Elliott in connection with
Hawk County. Previous to coming here, Mr. other prominent business men, in 1903, and
Smith spent a short time in Illinois. Upon first opened its doors for the transaction of
reaching this county, he settled in Eagle town- business on September 15, of that year. They
ship and purchased a farm which he sold after purchased the present building, rebuilt it, and
a time, and purchased land in Poyner township. equipped it in a manner to make it the best
This he sold, and then purchased land in Lin- in the county in point of structural appointcoln to,ynship, which he also sold, and bought ments and fixtures, with every convenience for
a 200-acre tract of Peter McNally. In 1902 he their patrons. The building is of granite, the
sold this property, and purchased his present flooring of marble, and the fixtures of beautifarm. On this he has erected a handsome ful mahogany. The institution transacts a gendwelling containing nine large rooms, which eral banking business, and has been a governis considered one of the handsomest rural ment depositary from ifs inception. It was orhomes in the county. Mr. Smith devotes his ganized with a capital stock of $100,000, surfarm to general farming and dairying, and plus $25,000, but the capital has been increased
keeps 20 milch cows. He has a milk route in to $160,000, and the surplus to $37,500. The
\Vaterloo, where all the product of his dairy deposits of the government have reached the
is sold. Politically, Mr. Smith is a Prohibi- extent of $50,_ooo and the general deposits are
tionist.
$350,000. The officers of the bank are: F. F.
In 1876, Mr. Smith was married to Anna McElhlnney, president; Richard Holmes, viceDage, a daughter of Adam Dage. Eight chi!- president; Dr. F. W. Powers, 2nd vice-presi-
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HON. JOHN H. LEAVITT
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dent; T. K. Elliott, cashier; and Ralph A. Law,
assistant cashier. The directorate includes:
F. F. McElhinney, Dr. D. vV. Crouse, D. J.
Wilson, H. M. Ramsay, Dr. F. vV. Powers,
Richard Holmes, James Black, C. P. Rugg,
\V. A. Hallowell, R. M. Knox, T. K. Elliott
and James Loonan.
1\Ir. Elliott was born at Monmouth, Illinois, and in 1876 moved with his parents to
Lenox, Iowa. His father, Thomas C. Elliott,
was a farmer and early resident of Monmouth,
Illinois, and is now living a retired life at
Lenox, Iowa. The subject of this sketch has
had a most successful career, and a rapid
rise in the business world. In the fall
of 188o his father sent him to Monmouth College to supplement his preliminary
education, and he remained in that institution
until his graduation, in June, 1884. In the fall
of the same year he went to Essex, Iowa, and
engaged in a bank there as bookkeeper and assistant cashier. In 1895 Mr. Webster, who
owned the greatest interest in the bank, moved
elsewhere, and Mr. Elliott reorganized the institution as the Commercial State Bank. The
stock increased in value from par to $150 per
share, paying a dividend of IO per cent. Mr.
Elliott then doubled the capital stock, and in
1903 sold out at $128 per share, the stock value
having increased to eight times the value it
had in 1895. Deciding to locate where he would
have a larger field for operation, he came to
\Vaterloo, which he considered the most active
city in the State, and engaged in the organization of the Black Hawk National Bank. Every
one is familiar with the remarkable success of
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this venture, and of Mr. Elliott's connection
with it.
Mr. Elliott has a fine home on West Fourth
street, where he resides with his family. His
wife, a daughter of William Ralston, who was
a native of Ireland, and an early resident of
Iowa, was born in Washington, Iowa, removing
later to Lenox, Iowa. This union has been
blessed with one daughter, Annis, aged 11
years. In politics, Mr. Elliott is a stalwart Republican. Fraternally, he is a 32d degree Mason, a member of El Kahir Temple, Nobles
of the Mystic Shrine, of Cedar Rapids; the
Knights of Pythias and the Modem Woodmen
of America. He and his wife are members of
the Order of the Eastern Star. Religiously,
they are members of the Presbyterian Church
of Waterloo.

m

ON. JOHN H. LEA VITT, president
of The Leavitt & Johnson National
Bank of Waterloo, Iowa, whose portrait accompanies this sketch, has
been engaged in the banking business in Black
Hawk County for almost a half century and
still continues actively as a banker.
Mr. Leavitt was born in Massachusetts and
passed the days of his youth in that State. He
came West to Iowa as early as 1854, locating
in Black Hawk County. He has since been a
resident of Waterloo and has always been one
of the most enterprising men of the city, aiding
materially in its development from a small
town into a city of goodly size. The banking
and real estate businesses have always claimed
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his attention and in 1856 he established a private bank, out of which has grown the institution of which he is now president. He
continued alone until January 1, 1865, when
A. T. Lusch was admitted as a partner, the
firm name becoming Leavitt & Lusch. They
continued with uninterrupted success until
1870, when Emmons Johnson became identified with them in the business, the firm name
being changed to Leavitt, Johnson & Lusch.
Six years later, Mr. Lusch retired from the
business to engage in the lumber business with
the Neely-Bryant Lumber Company,-at the
present time he resides at Dubuque. After his
retirement, the banking business was conducted
under the name of Leavitt & Johnson from
1876 to 1898, in which year it was organized
as the Leavitt & Johnson National Bank, with
a capital stock of $100,000. Its officers were
originally: John H. Leavitt, president; Emmons Johnson, vice-president; Ira Rodamar,
cashier; and Ira J. Hoover, assistant cashier.
These officials served until January I, 1901.
Mr. Johnson was succeeded as vice-president
by the present incumbent, James R. Vaughan.
The bank is one of the best managed and
safest institutions of the kind in this section
of the State, and has the unlimited confidence
of the people. The bank is located on Commercial street at the head of Fourth. The
capital stock has been increased to $200,000,
and the surplus is now $50,000.
Mr. Leavitt is a stanch Republican in politics, and in the fall of 1871 was elected to the
State Senate of Iowa, where he served one
term. He resides with his family on the West

Side in Waterloo. He has five children-two
sons and three daughters-as follows: Roger,
who is cashier of the Cedar Falls National
Bank; Joseph, who resides in Illinois; Mary
L., wife of Robert A. Davison; Lucy 0. , who
lives at home; and Grace, who is the wife of
Thomas Cascaden, Jr. Mr. Leavitt was a
charter member of the First Congregational
Church of Waterloo, when it was organized
in 18 56, and has been a faithful member and
supporter of it to the present day. He is a
representative of the highest type of manhood,
and his sterling qualities have gained for him
a place high in the esteem of his fellow men.
1

ROMAS U. McMANUS, M. D., coroner of Black Hawk County, Iowa,
and a physician of vVaterloo, was
born in this county, August 7, 1872,
and is a son of Thomas P. and Sarah (Rupp)
McManus.
The parents of Dr. McManus are highly
respect,ed residents of Hudson, Iowa, and are
old residents of Black Hawk County. The
father was born in America, of English and
Irish ancestry. The mother was born in Pennsylvania and is of Dutch descent. They had a
family of four children, all of whom are living.
Dr. McManus attended the schools of Lincoln township, Black Hawk County, until he
reached the age of 16 years, and then entered
the Iowa State Normal School at Cedar Falls,
and graduated in the class of 1893. In 1895
he took the degree of B. A. at the Des Moines
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College. He subsequently attended the College
of Physicians and Surgeons, in Chicago--the
medical department of the Illinois State University-and graduated with his medical degree
in the class of 1898.
The young physician entered upon the practice of his profession at Dunkerton, Iowa,
where he continued until the fall of 1899, when
he removed to Waterloo, and opened an office
on the West Side.
In January, 1901, he
moved to the East Side, and entered into partnership with Dr. J. E. O'Keefe, under the firm
style of Drs. McManus & O'Keefe.
This
partnership was dissolved in the spring of 1903,
and Dr. McManus went to New York to take
a post-graduate course in the New York PostGraduate M,edical School. Upon his return,
he resumed his practice. His skill has been
acquired through close study, and he keeps
thoroughly abreast of the times in his profession
through his membership in the American Medical Association, the Iowa State Medical
Society, and the Black Hawk County and the
Waterloo medical societies.
In November,
1901, he was elected coroner of Black Hawk
County on the Republican ticket, and still fills
the duties of the office.
Dr. McManus was married August 23,
1898, to Mary B. Loonan, who was born in
Black Hawk County, Iowa, and is a daughter
of Thomas Loonan, a pioneer of this county,
now residing at Hudson. One son has been
born to Dr. and Mrs. McManus,-Torn
Loonan.
Fraternally Dr. McManus belongs to a
number of organizations, including the Modern
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Woodmen of America and the Mystic Toilers;
he is also medical examiner for a number of
the old-line insurance companies. He and his
wife are members of the Baptist Church. The
family home is locat,ed at No. 105 Independence
avenue.

m

HARLES L. BAST, a prominent
farmer of Black Hawk County, resides on his well improved farm of
160 acres, situated in sections 31 and
32, Black Hawk township. His birth took
place, January 27, 1864, in Germany, and he is
a son of Carl and Emilie (Schmidt) Bast.
Carl Bast came to America in 1881, bringing with him his wife and six children, and settling in Black Hawk township, Black Hawk
County, Iowa. Mr. Bast and his sons worked
on farms by the month and saved sufficient
money to rent land, which they cultivated until
they had obtained enough to purchase a farm.
Mr. Bast purchased a farm of 102 acres, which
he cultivated in connection with his rented land
for some time. Later he sold his farm and
removed to Hudson, where he purchased a
home and lived until his death, in 1903. Mrs.
Bast died when Charles L. was IO years of age.
Mr. Bast was twice united in marriage. By
his first wife, he _had three children, namely:
· Richard, Charles L. and Gustav. After the
death of his first wife Mr. Bast was married to
Caroline Kratzke, by whom he had five children, namely: Frank, Freel, William, Anna and
John. Mr. Bast was a member of the German
Lutheran Church, and a Democrat in politics.
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Charles L. Bast attended school in Germany,
and also in Biack Hawk County, Iowa. He
afterward turned his attention to farming, and
has always followed that occupation. In 1890
he purchased his present farm. This property
was formerly owned by the Thompson estate,
but all the buildings were erected by Mr. Bast.
He takes great interest in his farm, whose
improYements he has planned and executed
with remarkable ability. He has erected a substantial stock and grain barn, measuring 52
by 48 feet, and also other out-buildings. Mr.
Bast raises mainly corn, oats and hay, although
he devotes considerable time to the raising of
cattle and Poland-China hogs. Mr. Bast is a
member of the Democratic party, and is at
present school director of his district.
In 1888, the subject of this sketch was married to Anna Gutknecht, a daughter of Fred
Gutknecht. They are the parents of six children, namely: Louis, Carl, Walter, Henry, Bertha and Clara. In religious belief, Mr. and
Mrs. Bast are Lutherans.

m

US TIN W. LEVERSEE, one of the
extensive farmers of Mount Vernon
township, Black Hawk County, and
the owner of a well improved farm of
440 acres, was born April 22, 1840, in Fulton
County, New York. He is a son of Dow and
Katherine (Knapp) Leversee, extended mention of whom will be found elsewhere in this
volume, in the sketches of Solomon G. anct
Charles D. Leversee.

Mr. Leversee grew up on his father's farm
and attended the local schools. In May, 1861,
he enlisted in Company K, Third Reg., Iowa
Vol. Inf., under Capt. J.B. Smith, and Colonel
\rVilliams. The regiment went first to Dubuque, later to Keokuk, then to Hannibal, Missouri, and saw its first service guarding the
Hannibal & St. Joeseph Raliroad. About the
first of October, 1861, the command was sent
to Quincy, Illinois, for four weeks, then to
Benton Barracks, St. Louis, for six weeks, and
was used in scouting and guarding railroads
until March, 1862. It was then hurried forward and participated in the battle of Shiloh
and the siege of Corinth. Later, it was at
Holly Springs and Memphis, and wintered at
Moscow. It went down the Mississippi River
to Vicksburg, and later took part in the siege
and capture· of that city. On the clay following
the surrender of Vicksburg, the regiment went
to Jackson, Mississippi, and took part in the
engagement there on July 12, 1863, when the
Third Iowa ,yent into the battle with 2 IO men
and came out with only 90. After that dreadful slaughter of heroes, the regiment returned
to Vicksburg and was engaged in skirmishing along the various railroad lines. It
then returned to Black River, Mississippi, and
after being three clays in camp was sent to assist General Banks. This notable regiment
went all through the Red River campaign,
everywhere exhibiting the same noble prowess.
After the return to Vicksburg, Mr. Leversee
remained through his term of service with the
regiment in that vicinity, and finally was honorably discharged at Davenport, Iowa, July 12,
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1864. During this long and arduous loyal
service, Mr. Leversee did not escape the clangers of war. At Jackson, Mississippi, he was
wounded in the head, and suffered from an attack of measles and from fever.
After his army service was concluclecl, he
returned home and, with his brother Solomon
G., worked the home farm on shares for one
season. In March, 1865, he married Mary
Craven, who is a daughter of Gershom and
Mary (Swarthout) Craven, of Tompkins
County, New York, the former of whom served
in the Seventh Regiment, Iowa Vol. Cav. The
Cravens moved to Butler County, Iowa, in
1858, and came to Black Hawk County in 1860.
Later, Mr. Craven went to Virginia where he
died, his widow becoming a resident of Plainfield, Iowa. The six children of our subject's
union were as follows : Dow; Delmer, G. ;
Mabel, deceased; Clarence; Mary K. ; and
Blanche. All these children have been pupils
in the home schools and in the Iowa State
Normal School at Cedar Falls.
After his marriage, Mr. Leversee built a
small house and stables, a11d began to break
the prairie. His present handsome home he
built in 1888. In 1884 he erected the great
barn, 11 5 by 44 feet, in dimensions. He has
improved his property in the most substantial
way, has fine apple, cherry, plum and pear orchards, all kinds of small fruits, and surroundings of the most attractive kind. He raises large
crops of corn, oats and hay, feeding the most
of it; breeds high-grade Durham cattle and
good horses; averages from 150 to 200 PolandChina hogs, and from 150 to 17 5 head of
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Shropshire sheep, and does much feeding and
shipping.
Mr. Leversee is one of the prominent Democrats of the township and has served as clerk
and assessor and otherwise. He is held in very
high esteem throughout Mount Vernon township.

m

ICHARD PLACE, who for many
years was one of the leading manufacturers of Waterloo, Iowa, and a
very highly esteemed citizen, died at
his home in this city in" 1886. Mr. Place was
born in the State of New York in 1822.
The family was an agricultural one, and
Richard grew up on his father's farm, taking a
particular interest in the dairy, which was then
as now, a very important feature on the large
This knowledge
farms in the Empire State.
he put to good use, after he commenced to work
for himself, by establishing a cheese factory and
carrying it on successfully for several years in
his native locality. In 1874, Mr. Place came to
Waterloo and worked for a time in a cheese
factory which had been operating near the river,
on Seventh street. He saw that the business
could be very profitably conducted if taken in
hana by an expert, and he soon afterward
bought the plant, put in new machinery, fol,Iowecl modern methods and continued the
manufacture of cheese until his death. His
product was in demand on account of its excellent qualities, and brought an ample fortune
to its manufacturer.
In 1848, in New York, Mr. Place was mar-
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ried to Sarah Talbot, who is the only survivor
of three children born to her parents, John and
Almira (Adams) Talbot. John Talbot was
born in Massachusetts and his wife in New
York. Both died in the latter State, the father,
aged 45 years, and the mother, aged 68 years.
Mr. and Mrs. Place had a family of six children, namely: Alice C., who died, unmarried,
in 1868, aged 21 years; Harris D., who died,
unmarried, in 1903, aged 45 y,ears; George A.,
who married Nora Raymond, and has one
daughter,-Edna D. (Mrs. D. F. Whitney);
Dora A., who married J. J. ·w hite, and has one
daughter,-Alice E.; Talbot F., who is at home
with his mother; and Fayette R., who married
Emma Hoover and has one son,-Harold.
Mr. Place was a very highly respected man
and one of great industry. He was honest and
upright in all his dealings and is r,ecalled with
feelings of esteem by all who knew him. His
widow continues to reside in the pleasant family home at No. 1014 Wellington street, Waterloo, and has a very wide circle of friends.

[jj]
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ARX ISRAEL. The late Marx
Israel, whose death took place
March 30, 1903, at his beautiful
home in Cedar Falls, Iowa, was one
of the city's leading business men for many
y,ears. Mr. Israel was born March 17, 1841,
in France, and thus had r,o unded out but 62
years.
The parents of Mr. Israel lived m
France, and reared a family of 13 children.

The father was a large and successful stock
dealer in that country, and was able to give his
son good educational advantages.
From youth Mr. Israel displayed business
ability and it was to find a wider scope for, his
talents that he came to the United States, landing October 2, 1869. He settled first at Waverly, Iowa, whence he removed to Osage, Iowa,
and in 1872 established himself permanently in
the clothing business at Cedar Falls. One of
the early merchants of the city, he became one
His trade enlarged
of the most successful.
with the growth of the place until 1900, when
failing health caused him to retire from active
participation in business. In search of health,
he then made an extended trip through Europe,
but the improvement was but temporary, and
the close of what had been a busy and useful
life came soon after.
On May 23, 1875, Mr. Israd was married
to Josephine Netter, who was a daughter of
Abraham Netter. Mrs. Israel still survives,
with three children, viz: Harry N., one of the
successful young merchants of Cedar Falls;
Blanche (Mrs. Edward Fernberg), of Aurora,
Illinois; and Grace, who resides with her mother
in the stately home at No. 7 l 3 Main street,
Cedar Falls.
Although never an active politician, Mr.
Israel took a citizen's interest in public matters,
voting with the Republican party. His fraternal associations were with the Masons, Order
of the Eastern Star, Independent Order of Odd
Fellows, Anci.ent Order of United ·w orkmen
and Legion of Honor. In all these organizations he was held in the highest esteem. Mr.
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Israel was a leader in Jewish cir.cl es, a promoter
of many of the leading Jewish charities, and
was notably liberal in supporting benevolent
enterprises of every kind.

ml

ARREN BROWN, president, secretary and manager of the Waterloo Lumber Company, with offices
and yards at No. 318 East Fourth
street, Waterloo, Iowa, has been engaged in the
lumber business for more than 30 years. He
was born at Cornwall, Litchfield County, Connecticut, in 1851, and is a son of Stephen
Brown.
Stephen Brown brought his family from
the Eastern home to Black Hawk County, Iowa
in 1867, and located on a farm in East \,Vaterloo township, where he was engaged in farming
until his death in 1887. He was also in the
livery business and' conducted a feed store at
various times, and withal was a very prosperous man. His wife survived him about l 1
years, dying in 1898. They were the parents
of the following children: Allen, who resided
in Mount Vernon township, Black Hawk County, Iowa, until his death in 1890; Hiram, who is
in the employ of the Waterloo Lumber Company; Luther, who is in the milling business at
Sharon, Connecticut; Myra (Janes) who died
in vVaterloo, in 1889; and Sarah (Merwin),
who died in vVaterloo in 1895.
\Varren Brown attended the common
schools and also received private instructions
for some years. He worked upon the farm for
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a time, and then began his connection with the
lumber business, which has been a remunerative field for him. The business conducted
under the name of the Waterloo Lumber Company was established by E. Miller & Company
and was later purchased by M. H. Moore &
Company, and conducted under that name until
1883, when it ,vas succeeded by the firm of Miller & Jackson. This in turn was succeeded by
the firm of Jackson & Brown, Warren Brown,
who had been connected with the yard for some
years, becoming junior partner in 1885. The
Waterloo Lumber Company was incorporated
March 31, 1888, and the yards established on
Fifth street, with the offices at their present
location. Mr.. Brown is president, secretary
and manager; Vv. \V. Miller is vice-president
and treasurer, and the capital stock, which was
originally $11,000, is now $18,000; the company has a surplus of $17,000. It has been
established in business longer than any other
similar company in the city, and has possibly
the largest business of any in its line, giving
employment to from eight to ten men. Mr.
Brown is a man of the strictest integrity, dealing fairly with all men.
Mr. Brown was joined in marriage with
Martha Derrick, a daughter of Namon Derrick,
who brought his family from the vicinity of
Montreal, Canada, to Black Hawk County,
Iowa, in 1868. Mr. Derrick died in 1893, at
an advanced age. This union resulted in the
following offspring: Bertha Ann, who married
Floyd Thompson, and has one child: Ned J.,
who is enployed by the \Vaterloo Lumber Company; Stephen D. ; Lewi s A. and Heber. The
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three last named are in school. Politically, Mr.
Brown is a Republican, and for 17 years past
has been a member of the Board of Education
of the Independent School District of East
Waterloo. Fraternally, he is a member of the
Independent Order of Odd Fellows; Ancient
Order of United Workmen; and Red' Cross.
Mrs. Brown is a member of the Presbyterian
Church.

ALTER J. McNALLY. With the
death of the late Walter J. McNally, on December 19, 1903, at
his beautiful home in Cedar Falls,
Iowa, the city lost one of its honored and
Mr. McNally was born in
valued citizens.
Castlebar, Ireland, July 28, 1838, and was a
son of Owen and Anna ( McN ally) McN ally.
His parents, who were native residents of Ireland, reared a family of four children. The
father died in his native land, and the mother
and' children came to America in 1851.
The subject of this sketch was 14 years of
age, when he accompanied his mother to the
United States. For some years he lived at
Jersey City, New Jersey, but in 1855 he removed to Cedar Falls, Iowa. He was one of
the brave soldiers who won distinction in the
21st Regiment Iowa Vol. Inf. during the Civil
War, in which he faithfully served from i862
to 1865. He participated in many dangerous
campaigns, but returned to Cedar Falls without
serious injury, at the close of the war.
In I 866, Mr. McN ally embarked in the
grocery business in Cedar Falls, in partnership

with his brother, which firm was continued until
the latter part of 1867, when he purchased his
brother's interest. He carried on this enterprise until failing health warned him to take a
This
respite from active business pursuits.
warning he heeded in I 889, but never regained
his old time strength and vigor.
In 1866 Mr. McNally was united in marriage with Emma Farnsworth, who is a member
of an old and highly respected family of Cedar
Falls. Mrs. McN ally still survives, with four
children, viz: Byrde ( Mrs. Frank Roby), of
Springfield, Missouri; Jessie M. ( Mrs. Dr. H.
H. Amos), of Charles City, Iowa; and Mary J.
( Mrs. Ralph Vv. Christie), of Cedar Falls; and
Walter H., both of whom still reside with their
mother in their beautiful home, on the corner of
Ninth and Main streets. The family belong to
the Methodist Episcopal Church.
Politically, Mr. McN ally was identified
with the Republican party, and held' several
positions of trust and responsibility in connection with public affairs, but he never sought
any political honors. He took a very deep interest in matters pertaining to the Grand Army
of the Republic, and was an honored member of
the local post.
He belonged also to the
Masonic bodies, to the Ancient Order of United
Workmen and to other organizations, all of
whom miss not only his kindly presence, but
feel the loss of his influence and advice.
Mr. McN ally was a man of the highest
integrity, and his whole business life was
marked with the actions of an upright, honest
and public spirited citizen. His family is not
only in possession of ample means provided' by

,
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MARTIN V. SUNDERLIN
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his thrift and industry, but bears a name upon
which no deed of his ever cast a cloud. He
was kind, generous and charitable, and left
many besides his family to mourn his loss.

HARLES P. RUGG, one of the highly
respected residents of Waterloo,
Iowa, and for many years an extensive farmer in Grundy County, was
born at Heath, Massachusetts, September 14,
1844, and is a son of James and Anna Maria
(Reed) Rugg.
The parents of Mr. Rugg were natives of
Massachusetts and Vermont, respectively.
They resided' for some years in Massachusetts
and about 1857 came to the West, living in
Waterloo township, Black Hawk County, until
1865, when they moved to Grundy County.
There Mr. Rugg bought a large body of prairie
This he
land, comprising some 560 acres.
improved and added to until he owned 960
acres. He carried on large farming operations
and raised many fine cattle and horses. His
tvvo sons, Charles P. and his brother, John B.,
were associated with him; they purchased the
farm just previous to their father's death.
James Rugg died at the age of 68 years, and
was survived by his widow until she was 76
years old. They had eight children, of whom
four still live namely: Charles P.; Marshall A.,
of Cedar Falls; John B., of ·w aterloo; and
George H., of Chicago, Illinois.
Charles P. Rugg and his brother, John B.,
operated the home farm in partnership until
1899, when they separated their interests. the
28
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former taking 320 acres of the joint estate, and
his brother retaining the other 640 acres. Mr.
Rugg remained on his farm until 1899, when
he rented it and removed to Waterloo, purchasing a handsome residence on Wellington street,
where he has lived retired ever since.
On August 3, 1871, Mr. Rugg married
Emma French, who was born at Clinton, New
York, and is a daughter of John and Elizabeth
(Wenham) French. She was one of five children as follows : Ephraim, James, Emma ( Mrs.
Rugg), Charles and Susan. Her mother died
in New York, at the early age of 34 years. Her
father came to Iowa and died in Sioux County,
at the age of 71 years. He was a farmer there
for a long period. Mr. and Mrs. Rugg have
three children, viz.: Roger F., born in Black
Hawk County; Alice E., born 111 Grundy
County, and Harold' E., born in Grundy
County.
In politics, Mr. Rugg is a Republican. He
and his family belong to the Congregational
Church. He has always taken an intelligent
interest in the affairs of his town, county and
State, but has declined all political honors.

DD

ARTIN V. SUNDERLIN, one of
the prominent and influential
farmers of Black Hawk County,
and a veteran of the War of the
Rebellion, whose portrait accompanies this
sketch, owns and operates a fine farm of 120
acres, situated in sections 8 and 9, Mount
Vernon township. He was born in Auburn,
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New York, May 1, 1841, and is a son of vVilliam and Elizabeth ( Rundles) Sunderlin, both
natives of Cortland County, New York.
William Sunderlin, our subject's father,
was a merchant in Auburn, New York, for
many years and traveled over New York State
for 20 years with a wholesale wagon, selling
Yankee notions. He was also connected ,Yith a
wholesale house in New York City and became
prominent among the business men of his
locality. At one time he was warden of the
Auburn State Prison. He owned farming
property in Cayuga County, New York, consisting of several acres; this he traded, in 1856,
for 200 acres of farming property in Black
Ha\\·k and Bremer counties, Iowa, 40 acres being in the latter county. He located his home on
section 5, Mount Vernon township, Black Hawk
County, and here continued to reside, engaged
in the cultivation of his estate until his death,
which occurred in 1877. J\fr. Sunderlin was
buried in Mount Vernon township, B1a~1,
Hawk County, and his wife, who died in 1856,
was buried at Auburn, New York. Politically,
Mr. Sunderlin was at first a Democrat but
later a Republican and took much interest in
political affairs. Mr. and Mrs. Sunderlin were
the parents of seven children, namely : James
\V., Elizabeth L. and Myron G., deceased;
Martin V., our subject; and Mary Jane, Augusta M. and Emma L., deceased, our subject being the only one living. Mrs. Sunderlin
was a member of the Methodist Episcopal
Church.
Martin V. Sunderlin received the greater
part of his education in the public schools of

New York State, although he attended school
for a while in this county of which he became
a resident in the spring of 1856. Mr. Sunderlin remained on the homestead until shortly
after the breaking out of the Civil War. On
October 21, 1861, he enlisted in Company E,
12th Rieg., Iowa Vol. Inf., under Capt. E.
Haddock and Colonel Wood. The company
was instructed in military life and prepared for
service in Camp Union at Dubuque and then
went to St. Louis in the late fall of that year.
In February, 1862, the 12th Iowa left St. Louis
for Fort Henry and then proceeded to Fort
Donelson, where it was engaged in the fighting.
The next engagement was that of Shiloh, April
6, 1862, where Mr. Sunderlin was taken prisoner. The prisoners were sent to Montgomery,
Alabama. The understanding was that commissioned officers were to be held and privates
were to be paroled. Mr. Sunderlin was a
corporal, having been appointed February 28,
1862, but he exchanged clothes with Lieut.
John Elwell of Waterloo, who was in ill
health, thus gaining for the latter his liberty.
Mr. Sunderlin was held at Montgomery about
two months, was then transferred to Macon,
Georgia, where he was held four months, and
then was sent to Richmond, where he was
paroled October 22, 1862. During his imprisonment he was known as Lieut. John
Elwell. After being paroled, he went to Anaplois, Maryland, for treatment in the hospital,
having become badly reduced through his imprisonment in rebel prisons. Finally, after he
regained his strength sufficiently to travel, he
was sent to St. Louis where he was honorably
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discharged February 11, 1863. In his service
he never received a wound.
After the war Mr. Sunderlin returned to
the homestead place where he remained until
1872, when he removed to Bremer County and
purchased 120 acres, which he later traded for
the tract of 120 acres where he now resides.
The property at that time was not improved
and the only buildings were a small house and
stable. Mr. Sunderlin built his present home
in 1883 and in 1900 erected a large and modern
barn. Mr. Sunderlin still owns the old homestead and has all his land under cultivation.
He has been successful in his farming operations and raises some fine cattle and horses
and a great number of hogs. Mr. Sunderlin is
a member of the R'epublican party and has
served as tmvnship trustee for nine consecutive
years, as a school director for nine years and
also in several minor offices. In fraternal
circles, he is a member of Equity Lodge, No.
131, A. F. & A. M., of Janesville, Iowa.
In 1871, Mr. Sunderlin was married to
Sarah E. Brown, who was born in Onondaga
County, New York and is a daughter of Joseph
and Eliza (Ware) Brown. She came to Iowa
with her parents in the spring of 1855. Mr.
and Mrs. Sunderlin are the parents of four
children, namely: Frank R., engaged in farming in Mount Vernon township, who married
Lois Cassaday and has one daughter,-Vivian
A.; George, who is working the home place;
Grace, who is a teacher and resides with her
parents, and Madge, who also resides with her
parents. Mrs. Sunderlin is an old member of
the Methodist Episcopal Church.

OHN B. RUGG, ,,·ho has been a valued
citizen of Waterloo, Iowa, since 1904,
when he erected his handsome residence 111 the city at No. 236
Leland avenue, has been a resident of
the State since he was nine years old,
and belongs to a family which has long been
conspicuous for its extensive agricultural operations. Mr. Rugg was born at Heath, Massachusetts, January 9, 1848, and is a son of James
and Anna Maria (Reed) Rugg.
James Rugg and wife were born in Massachusetts and Vermont, respectively, and were
married in Massachusetts. They located in
that State, and in 1857 came to Iowa, settling
first in Waterloo township, Black Hawk County, on the west side of the Cedar RiYer, and
farming rented land. In the spring of 1865,
Mr. Rugg removed to Grundy County, where
he purchased a tract of 560 acres of prairie lane!,
He was a
2 5 of which only had been broken.
man of good· judgment, practical ideas and
persevering industry, and at the close of his
life owned 960 acres of land, stocked with great
herds of fine cattle and horses of good strains.
In all of his operations he had been constantly
assisted by his children. Mr. Rugg died at the
age of 68 years. His wife survived him until
she was 76 years old, when she died in Waterloo. They had eight children, of whom four
survive, namely: Charles P., of Vv aterloo;
Marshall A., of Cedar Falls; John B., and
George H., of Chicago, Illinois.
Just before the death of the father, the subject of this sketch and his brother, Charles P.,
purchased the farm and operated it together
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until 1899, when they dissolved partnership,
John B. retaining 640 acres, and Charles P.,
the remaining 320 acres. The former continued
on his farm until 1904, when he removed to
Waterloo, as previously stated, placing his
farm with tenants.
Mr. Rugg has been thrice married. His
first marriage was with Hattie Walker, who
died May 20, 1879, having had two children,
Walter J., who was born October 23, 1876,
and died December 20, 1878; and Clarence J.,
who was born September 7, 1878. Mr. Rugg's
second wife was Clara Walker, a sister of his
first wife; she died without issue, December 7,
1885. On June 9, 1900, Mr. Rugg married
Bertha Archer, who was born in the State of
New York, and is a daughter of Orin and Sabra
(Bly) Archer. They have one son, Edwin
Archer, who was born November 18, 1902.
Mr. Rugg has always been identified with
the Republican party, and during his residence
in Grant township, Grundy County, served as
assessor, and was one of the prominent men
of the township. The family occupies a prominent social position, and their home is one of
the most attractive residences in their part of
the city.

m

EORGE W. LYNCH, deceased, was
one of the prominent farmers, as well
as one of the highly respected and
substantial citizens of Mount Vernon township, Black H:iwk County, Iowa. His
fine farm of 200 acres situated in section 32
gives proof of his success as an agriculturist,

while the testimony of friends and neighbors
goes to show the universal esteem in which
he was held. Mr. Lynch was born in Lake
County, Ohio, August 24, 1829. He was a
son of Robert and Margaret (Duncan) Lynch.
The parents of the late George W. Lynch
were born in Ireland and came to America in
early married life, settling first in Pennsylvania,
but later removing to Lake County, Ohio.
There Mr. Lynch engaged in farming, and also
bought an interest in a blast furnaoe. He continued to reside there until the death of his
wife. Then he removed with his nine children
to Jo Daviess County, Illinois. The only survivor of this large family, since the death of
George W. Lynch on December 13, 1903, is
Mathew Lynch, who still resides in Jo Daviess
County, Illinois.
Until he was 27 years of age, the late Mr.
Lynch remained a resident of Lake County,
Ohio, completing his mental training in the
schools of Painesville. He then went into the
drover business, buying and selling cattle
through the South, and often covering long
distances. Following his marriage in 1856, he
settled in Jo Daviess County, Illinois, where he
remained until June, 1862, when he reached
vVaterloo, Iowa, with the intention of making
the Hawkeye _S tate his permanent home. While
looking about for a first class location, the family spent one year at Denver, Iowa, and then
settled on the present home farm in sections
32 and 33, Mount Vernon township. The only
improv,ements were a stable and a primitive
log hoi;se. Mr. and Mrs. Lynch realized that
they must face many hardships, but they cheer-
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fully confronted them, immediately began to
make improvements, and soon brought about a
very different condition. Mr. Lynch was a
practical farmer and a very industrious man.
He farmed extensively, his land proving fertile and well adapted' to the production of grains
of all kinds. He also entered into stock raising, and finally became a large shipper of cattle.
He set out orchards and groves of shade trees
and in 1900 erected a fine new residence, followed in 1898, by the building of a commodious barn. These improvements covered a
number of yea.rs, and for a long time Mr.
Lynch devoted himself closely to his farming
inter,ests. About IO years prior to his decease, however, his son-in-law, Thomas E.
Tiller, became the activ-e manager, and Mr.
Lynch was thus enabled to enjoy more ease.
On June 18, 1856. Mr. Lynch married Eveline Sarah Dopking, who was born at Buffalo,
New York, in 1834, and is a daughter of
Nathan and Nancy (Wheaton) Dopking. Mr.
Dopking brought his family from New York
to Jo Daviess County, Illinois, where he engaged in draying and farming. He now resides
at Allison, Iowa, aged 97 years. His wife
died in 1900, aged 87 years. They had four
children: George M., a survivor of the Civil
\i\Tar, living at Allison, Iowa; Eveline (Mrs.
George \V. Lynch); Adeline (Mrs. Anci'rew
Hewitt), who died in Waterloo. July 8, 1876;
and Charles. Mr. and Mrs. Lynch had five
children. namely: Clara. who married Elmer
H. Chapin. of 1\fount Vernon township, and
has two children,-Claude and Avis; John. a
farmer of Calhoun County, Iowa. who married
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Carrie Lane; Burr, farming in Mount Vernon
township, who married Martha Michaels, and
has two children,-Reuben and Vi; Mary, who
married Thomas E. Tiller, born near Charleston, Virginia, and' has two children,-Nora F.
and Marion L.; and Lena, who married Charles
Snow, a farmer living near Manson, Calhoun
County, Iowa, and has six children,-George,
Maude, Bur.r, Claire, Iver and Laura.
Mr. Lynch as an intelligent citizen took
quite an active interest in politics, and supported the Democratic party. He never sought
political office, although a man of such responsible character and excellent judgment that he
would have been eminently qualified. His death
was a loss not only to his family but also to the
community in which so many useful years had
been spent.
The subject of this sketch was a devoted
member of the Protestant Episcopal Church,
sincere in his convictions, a regular attendant
on the services of the church, and' a liberal contributor to the support of its charities.

[I

DGAR A. EV ANS, who has been
prominently identified with the
fire insurance business in Waterloo, Iowa, since 1893, is probably one of the best informed insurance
men in this part of the State. He was born at
Honesdale, \i\Tayne County, Pennsylvania, July
28, 1853, and is a son of Robert and Isabella
(Livingston) Evans.
The father of Mr. Evans was born in Dublin, Ireland, but was reared and educated in
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Liverpool. He learned the tailoring trade there
and was 20 years old when he crossed the
ocean to America. After some years he settled at West Union, Iowa, where he and his
wife still reside. He married Isabella Liv. ingston, who was born in New York City, and
they had 10 children, of whom six survive as
follows: Edgar A.; George; Louis; Frank, of
Fort Dodge, Im~a, for the past I 5 years an
engineer on the Illinois Central Railroad; Carl,
a clothing merchant of West Union; and
Henry, who is associated with his brother in
the insurance business.
Mr. Evans was four years old when his
parents removed to West Union, Iowa. He obtained his preliminary education in West Union
and Clermont preparatory to entering Upper
Iowa University at Fayette. After completing
his education, he engaged in teaching for 12
terms and then embarked in a fire insurance
business at Clermont, which, in 1893, he transferred to Waterloo. Mr. Evans represents all
the old-line, reliable ·companies, and handles
great risks. He is thoroughly posted concerning insurance matters, and was one of the organizers of the Machinery Mutual Company,
of Waterloo, of which he was the first president. He wa_s also one of the organizers of
the Property Mutual Company, of Waterloo,
of which he has been secretary every since its
incorporation.
On December 25, 1895, Mr. Evans married Mrs. Isabella (Bunnell) Horton, who is
a daughter of A. C. Bunnell, a prominent citizen, and at one time county treasurer of Black
Hawk County.

Mr. Evans is not at present actively engaged in politics. During his residence in
Clermont, he served for some time as city recorder. Fraternally, he is a Mason, at present
being junior warden of the Blue Lodge at
Waterloo, and is past noble grand of the Odd
Fellows.

FRANCIS RILEY, M. D., one of
the successful young professional
men of Waterloo, Iowa, has been in
active practice in the city for the past
six years. He was born January 25, 1865, in
New York City, and was two years of age
when his parents removed to Jasper County,
Iowa.
Dr. Riley attended the local schools, and at
the age of I 7 years entered Hazel Dell
Academy, at Newton, where he was creditably
graduated, going thence to Knox College, at
Galesburg, Illinois, where he remained two
years. He then went to Des Moines and entered the medical department of Drake University, where he was graduated with his degree, in 1890. He practiced in that city until
1898, and then removed to Waterloo, establishing well appointed offices in Russell-Lamson
Block, and immediately attracting favorable attention through his medical ability and surgical skill. Dr. Riley is a permanent citizen,
having built a beautiful modern home here in
the midst of charming surroundings, and both
he and his wife have become valued factors in
the city's social circles.
In July, I 894, Dr. Riley married Carrie L.

AND REPRES ENTATI VE CITIZEN S.
Palmer, who was born at Milan, Illinois, and
is a lady well fitted to preside over the new
home on Leland avenue.
Although Dr. Riley had many discouragements to contend with in his youth, a lack of
means being paramoun t, he struggled successfully and now occupies a very prominen t position in the medical fraternity in this part of
Iowa. He is a valued member of the American Medical Association, and the Iowa State
and county medical societies. Fraternall y, he
is a Mason. Politically, Dr. Riley is a Democrat, and while in Des Moines was county physician and also city physician. Religiously, the
Doctor is not a member of any church, but he
and his wife attend the Christian Church, of

SII

built up the largest business in his line in the
city. It included general blacksmit hing and th:!
manufactu re of buggies, cutters and harness,
and is now conducted by Charles B. harris
& Company.
Mr. Harris married Sappho E. Bingham,
who, with one son, Charles B. Harris, sunives
him. The latter was born March 1, 1869, in
Cedar Falls, where he was very thoroughl y educated, and then associated himself with his
father in the latter's carriage business. This
he has very successfully conducted, and is
recognized as one of the enterprisi ng business
men of the city.
In 1902 Charles B. Harris married Mrs.
Flora E. Platt. Two children were born to her
previous marriage, Julia C. and John C.,-and
which she is a member.
one to her second,-M ary Crosby.
Politically, Charles B. Harris is identified
IMON W. HARRIS , deceased, was one with the Republican party. Fraternall y, he is a
of the prominen t business men of Mason. Like his late father, he is a man of
Cedar Falls, Iowa, for many years, sterling character, and command s the respect
developing an extensive industry from of all who know him.
small beginnings, and passing away as one of
the city's representative men. He was born in
1829, in New York, and died at his home in
EVI F. FOULK, one of the prominen t
Ce<lar Falls, September 14, 1902.
business men of Waterloo, Iowa, carMr. Harris was reared to habits of indusries on an extensive real estate and in- .
try and in early youth prepared for future insurance business at No. 228¼ \Vest
dependence by learning a good trade. He sehe
Fourth street, on the comer of Jefferson street.
lected that of carriage-m aking, to which
added general blacksmithing. He perfected him- He was born in Perry County, Pennsylva nia,
self in both by years of work at Chicago, and at Novembe r 16, 1849, and is a son of Peter and
Winona, Minnesota , prior to coming to Cedar Susan (Showalte r) Foulk.
Peter Foulk was a son of Dr. John Foulk;
Falls, in 1867. Here he established himself
permanen tly, and through thrift and industry, he was born in Perry County, Pennsylva nia,

rJ
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January 25, 1803, and died in August, 1889.
He married Susan Showalter, who was of
English descent, and was born December 9,
1805. They were the parents of 11 children,
IO of whom lived to maturity and five of whom
still survive. In 1852, Peter Foulk moved to
Stephenson County, Illinois; in 1855, removed
to De Kalb County; and in 1865, to Black
Hawk County, Iowa. He settled on a partly
improved farm in Cedar township, and by
October of that year, had broken 35 acres of
his land. He continued to reside there until a
few years before his death, when he moved
to Waterloo. He died at the home of his son,
William H., while on a visit. His wife died
eight months later in Waterloo.
Levi F. Foulk, the immediate subject of
this review, was reared on his father's farm in
section 31, Cedar township, where he remained
until 1892. · He obtained his education in the
public schools of Waterloo, and at Cornell
College at Mount Vernon, which he entered in
the fall of 1872. After this he taught school
for one term. While on the farm, he served
for a number of years as justice of the peace,
as school treasurer, and as trustee of Cedar
township. In 1892 he moved to Waterloo
where he has since been engaged in the insurance and real estate business. Mr. Foulk is
agent for the Continental Insurance Company
of New York, which has its Western department located in the Rialto Building, in Chicago.
This great company conducts its business under the restrictions of the New York Safety
Fund law, and was incorporated under the laws
of the State of New York. It covers all kinds

of insurance and issues safety-fund policies. It
carries, as reserve for insurance in force,
$5,646,414.36; for losses and all claims, $682,334.74; for contingencies, $300,000; capital
paid in cash, $1,000,000; net surplus, $6.563,428.53; total gross assets, $14,192,177.63.
On December 25, 1872, Mr. Foulk was
married in Black Hawk County, Iowa, to Susan
M. Myers, who is a daughter of John Myers,
of Troy Grove, LaSalle County, Illinois. She
is the youngest of a family of IO children, and
lost her mother in infancy. She is a lady of
superior attainments, was educated at Hillsdale College, Michigan, and later became a
successful educator. It is her pleasure to assist
in the clerical work of the office at times, her
capacity being such as to make her assistance
very valuable. A strong advocate of temperance, she has long been actively identified with
the W. C. T. U., and is also prominent in
literary circles. Two children were born to
Mr. and Mrs. Foulk,-Clara M. and Dr. Frank
Erastus. The former is the wife of John Budd,
city engineer of Des Moines, Iowa, and they are
the parents of one daughter, Clara Helen, born
July 4, 1902. Mrs. Budd, like her mother, is a
lady of literary and artistic tastes, and of many
social graces and accomplishments. With her
brother, she graduated from the Waterloo
High School in the class of 1897, and then
graduated in art and from the Iowa State Normal School at Cedar Falls, her talent in both
lines being unusual. After completing a very
thorough course in all branches of study, and
making a specialty of Latin, Mrs. Budd taught
school for a short time in Cedar township. Her
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marriage and removal to Des Moines took Waterloo, where Mrs. Foulk has been a Sunfrom Waterloo one of its most charming and day-school teacher for the past 15 years. Poliaccomplished social favorites. Mr. Foulk and tically, Mr. Foulk is a Prohibitionist, and has
his wife had no less reason to take pride in their frequently been honored by that party.
only son. He graduated from the Waterloo
High School in the class of 1897. While in the
High School he was a member of the football
ENRY B. WHITE, secretary of the
team, and later was chosen for the InterWaterloo & Cedar Falls Gas and
State team, his wonderfully developed physique
Electric Company, whose portrait acand manly strength making him a noted athlete.
companies
this sketch, is one of the
After graduating from the Waterloo High
School, he entered Des Moines College, and prominent business men of Waterloo and is
was graduated there in 1901. He then com- widely known throughout Black Hawk County,
pleted the literary course at the State Univer- Iowa. He was born in what is now Cleveland,
sity of Iowa. At that time his brilliant intel- Ohio, but has been a resident of Iowa conlect was a subject of interest to his tinuously since he was six years of age, having
instructors, and predictions of his future located in Clayton County in the fall of 1855,
success were made, all of which have with his parents.
William Wallace White, his father, was a
been realized. Taking up the study of
medicine he succeeded in completing the stair-builder by trade, and, in Iowa, was enfour-year course in three years, and was most gaged in contracting and carpentering, doing
creditably graduated at the University, on June much of the early building at McGregor. He
15, 1904, with his degree. After considerable died in Clayton County in 1858. He was a
clinical work in the Chicago hospitals, he took man of high character, and greatly respected
the degree of B. S. at Des Moines College. and, by his fellow citizens. His widow now resides
including one from the State University of in the State of Washington, and is enjoying
Iowa and one from the State Board of Medi- life at the advanced age of 77 years. They
cine, he possesses seven diplomas. Thus he had four sons: Henry B.; F. S., deceased;
goes well prepared to his first field of work, A. M. and C. G., the two last named being entaking up the practice of Dr. Evans, an old gaged in the printing business in the State of
Washington.
practitioner at Jesup, Iowa.
Henry B. White was reared in Clayton
Mr. and Mrs. Foulk reside in one of the
County,
Iowa, and in 1864 removed to Delamost beautiful and picturesque modern homes
of Waterloo, which they erected at No. 844 ware County, Iowa. From 1868 to 1872, he
West Fourth street. Both are deeply interested attended Upper Iowa University at Fayette.
in the work of the First Baptist Church of On December 18, 1873, he was married to
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Matlida Luckenbill of Delaware, Iowa.
He
moved soon after to the town of Earlville,
which was his residence until June, 1903.
From there l:ie moved to Waterloo, Black
Hawk County, having received at that time the
appointment of grand recorder of the Grand
Lodge of the A. 0. U. W. of Iowa. To this
office he has been continuously reelected since
that period. He has been secretary of the
Waterloo & Cedar Falls Gas and Electric Company since its organization, on January 1, 1900.
This company supplies both cities with light
and power. George McLean, of Dubuque, is
its president; John H. Leavitt, vice-president;
and W. W. Miller, treasurer. The directorate
includes George McLean and F. B. Harriman,
of Dubuque; C. P. Bratnober, of Minneapolis;
John · H. Leavitt, George E. Lichty, C. E.
Pickett and George W. Dawson, of Waterloo;
and C. A. Wise and M. G. Egloff, of Cedar
Falls. Mr. White is also agent for the Penn
Mutual Life Insurance Company, the Fidelity
& Deposit Company of Maryland, and the London Guarantee & Accident Company, Limited,
of London, England. He is secretary of the
School Board of the East Waterloo Independent District, and is president of the Iowa
& New Mexico Mining Company, incorporated under the laws of New Mexico. He is
also a director of the Waterloo Electric Supi:,-,y
Company, and of the Board of Trade, of
Waterloo, of which he was secretary for some
time.
Mr. White and his wife are the parents of
the following children: Mrs. Dr. \V. H.
Thrower, of Vlaterloo; a son, C. A .. deceased;

Mrs. H. D. Mitchell, of Waterloo; and Harry
B., who lives at home. Politically, Mr. White
was a stanch Democrat until the financial issue
arose in 1896, since which time he has been
independent. He has been a prominent lodge
man for more than 25 years, belonging to the
Blue Lodge A. F. & A. M., and Chapter, R.
A. M., of Waterloo; Modern Woodmen of
America; the Iowa Workmen; the Independent Order Odd Fellows, and the Brotherhood
of American Yeomen. He is a man of prominence throughout the community, has a wide
circle of friends, and is everywhere held in the
highest esteem. He resides with his family at
No. 911 Mulberry street.

D

REDERIC W. JACOB. There are
few better qualified to represent the
agricultural interests of Mount Vernon township than the gentleman
whose name appears above. Mr. Jacob is
prominent in business, social and political
circles, and is held in the highest esteem by all
who are acquainted with him. He was born in
Buffalo, New York, and is a son of Frederic
and Mary Ann (Swift) Jacob, both natives of
County Kent, England.
Frederic Jacob came to America in 1851,
and located at Buffalo, New York. In 1859,
he came to Black Hawk County, Iowa, and located in Mount Vernon township, where he
undertook farming operations which he has
continued up to the present time. Mr. and Mrs.
Jacob still reside on the home farm, and are
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among the most prominent and energetic residents of their township. Mr. Jacob is a veteran
of the War of 1861. Mr. and Mrs. Jacob are
the parents oJ five children, namely: Thomas,
who is engaged in fruit growing in Tulare
County, California; Frederic W.; John F., who
is engaged in farming in Mount Vernon township; Susanna J., deceased in December, 1893,
who was the wife of Fred J. Gibbs, of Waterloo, Iowa; and Morphew, who is a fruit grower
with his brother in Tulare County, California.
Frederic W. Jacob attended the common
schools of Black Hawk County, and remained
with his parents until he was 26 years of age.
In early life, Mr. Jacob worked out a great
deal, and located upon his present farm of 80
acres in section II, Mount Vernon township,
in 1880. In that year he was married to Delia
J. Farrington, of Bremer County, Iowa, who is
a daughter of Matthew and Ann L. (Willis)
Farrington, the former, of Dutchess County,
New York, and the latter, of Lebanon, New
Hampshire. For many years, Mr. Farrington, was a school teacher and taught for over
50 terms. In 1852, he removed to Bremer
County, Iowa, and settled in what was then
Jefferson, but is now known as Denver, Iowa.
Here Mr. Farrington was engaged in farming,
and taught school. He was prominently identified with many business enterprises of his locality, and was president and secretary of the
Bremer County Mutual Fire Insurance Company for IO years. He was also president of
the State association of mutual insurance compames. Politically, he was in favor of the
greenback system, and was very active in politi-

cal affairs. Mr. and Mrs. Farrington were the
parents of four children, namely: Delia J.;
Edward L., who is engaged in farming in
Bremer County, Iowa; Byron L., who died at
the age of three months; and Ianthe, who is the
wife of George Besh, of Mount Vernon township. Mrs. Jacob taught nine terms of school
in Bremer County, Iowa. Mr. Jacob has made
all the improvements on his farm, and prides
himself on the results. He is assistant secretary of the Bremer County Mutual Fire Insurance Company, a position he has held for the
past six years, and is also agent for the Western
Mutual, of Waterloo, and
cyclone insurance
companies of Des Moines, Iowa. This work
occupies a great deal of Mr. Jacob's time, although he is interested in various other enterprises of his county. Politically, he is a Populist, and is at present serving as secretary of
the School Board. Mr. and Mrs. Jacob are the
parents of three children, namely: Cyrus R.,
who is at home; Ina .D., who is a teacher; and
Mary A., who resides with her parents.

for

11

OHN S. TUTHILL, one of the well
known members of the Black Ha,Yk
County bar, a prornment lawyer, politician and business man of Waterloo,
Iowa, was born in 1867 at Tipton, Iowa, and is
a son of John S. and Elizabeth (Lett) Tuthill,
and a grandson of James and Emma (Townsend) Tuthill.
The late John S. Tuthill, Sr., was born in
the State of New York and died at Tipton,
Iowa, in 1882. aged 67 years. His widow who
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still survives, was born in Ohio and is a resident of Iowa City. They had four children,
the two survivors being: Carrie, who is the
widow of B. W. Hill, and has one chilcl,Charles Freel; and John S., of this sketch. In
his early life the late Mr. Tuthill was a carpenter and cabinet maker. Later he engaged
in the fire insurance business and served as
justice of the peace during the remaining years
of his life.
Our subject, John S. Tuthill, Jr., was educated in the Tipton schools and graduated from
the Tipton High School in the class of 1884.
He then engaged in teaching for a year and' a
half, subsequently attending the State Agricultural College at Ames, for one term. He
then entered the collegiate department of the
State University of Iowa at Iowa City, where
he continued for thre_e years and graduated
from the law department in 1891. In July of
the same year he settled at Waterloo, forming
a partnership with S. B. Reed, under the firm
name of Reed & Tuthill, which has continued
ever since and is one of the leading law firms
of the city. Mr. Tuthill's talent and legal ability Inv" been recognized and he has been prominent in many important legal controversies of
\Vaterloo and' vicinity.
In 1891 Mr. Tuthill wa$ married to Addie
I. Dickey, who was born in Iowa City, and they
have one child, Jessie, who was born in
\Vaterloo.
Mr. Tuthill is a director of the Commercial National Bank of Waterloo, and is interested in other enterprises. Politically, he is active in the ranks of the Republican party, is

chairman of the Republican County Central
Fraternally he is a Mason, an
Committee.
Odd Fellow and a Knight of Pythias. Mr.
Tuthill is thoroughly equipped by nature, education and surroundings, for continued' success
both in his profession and in public life.

l]

OHN A. SCHMIDT, a well-to-do and
highly respected farmer, and trustee
of Bennington township, Black Hawk
County, lives on his handsome farm of
160 acres in section 16. He was born in Rensselaer County, New York, August 3, 1863, and
is a son of Frederick and Christiana F. (Weingartner) Schmidt. The father was a native of
Berun, and the mother, of \tVittenberg, Germany.
Frederick Schmidt and the lady who became his wife came to the United States in
1857, and landed at New York City. Mrs.
Schmidt went to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,
where she remained for 18 months, and then
went to Rensselaer County, New York. Mr.
and Mrs. Schmidt were married in Rensselaer
County, and there engaged in farming in 1862,
continuing thus until 1867, when they came to
Black Hawk County, Iowa.
Here Mr.
Schmidt first purchased 80 acres in section 16,
Bennington township, which is a part of John
A. Schmidt's present property, and built a
small dwelling house, measuring 14 by 20 feet,
and costing $500. This house was but rudely
built, and was unfinished inside, but afforded
shelter for many years. He then devoted him-
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self to the cultivation of the land, which at that
time was wild prairie. In 1873, Mr. Schmidt
purchased 80 acres adjoining his farm. In
1882, Mr. Schmidt purchased another farm of
16o acres in section 9, Bennington township,
which was partly improved, anci' built a barn.
In 1888 he erected a homelike dwelJing which
is still the residence of John A. Schmidt.
In 1891, Mr. Schmidt and his son, the subject of this sketch, set up valuable water, works
costing $800, and since then they have spent
much time and money in improving that property. In October, 1901, Mr. and Mrs. Schmidt
removed to Waterloo to spend their declining
years in ease and comfort, where he has since
lived in retirement. John A. is their only child.
Politically, Mr. Schmidt is a Democrat; he is
a member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church.
John A. Schmidt was three years old" when
his parents came to Black Hawk County, and
he received his education in the public schools
of this county. He has always resided on the
old homestead, and he and his father have always transacted their business together. He
carries on general farming and stock raising,
and also does a dairy business. He always
keeps on hand several fine draft horses, and
raises large numbers of Chester-Wh ite hogs
and Plymouth Rock chickens. Frederick
Schmidt still owns the old homestead place, and
John A. also owns 160 acres of valuable land.
In politics the latter is a Democrat, and was
road supervisor for six years, township clerk
for four years, and school treasurer for five
years; he is at present serving as trustee. Mr.
Schmidt is interested in various other business

enterprises and is a stockholder in the First National Bank of Dunkerton, Iowa. Fraternally ,
he is a member of Black Hawk Lodge, No. 72 ,
I. 0. 0. F., of Waterloo, Iowa, and Camp No.
2059, of Modern Woodmen of America of
'
West Waterloo.
On June 17, 1888, Mr. Schmidt was married to Elizabeth Burk, who was born March
18, 1863, in Mount Vernon township, and is a
daughter of Henry Burk, a pioneer of this
county. Mr. and Mrs. Schmidt are the parents
of six children. namely: Christiana J., Albert
F., Ernest C., Clara A., John F., and Harry C.

l]

OHN C. GA TES, one of the leading at~orneys of Black Hawk County, Iowa,
is a member of the firm of Gates &
Liffring and has been located in
\Vaterloo since September, 1864.
Mr. Gates was born in Hopewell, Ontario
County, New Yark, and was there reared and
schooled. He was graduated from Genesee
\Vesleyan Seminary at Lima, New York, after
which he taught school Yery successfully for a
few years. He was married in 1864 to Adelia
St. John, of Wayne County, New York, one of
his college classmates, and shortly afterward
they came West to vVaterloo. Here Mr. Gates
entered the office of the prominent early firm of
Bagg & Allen, composed of Sylvester Bagg and
Henry B. Allen, and read law with them for
some time. In the fall of 186 5 he was elected
superintend ent of schools of Black Hawk
County, but resigned after serving one year, to
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accept the office of deputy clerk of the District
Court under Col. G. A. Eberhart. He continued in that and in the office of auditor until
January 1, 1873. In the fall of 1872, he was
elected clerk of the District Court, and was
three times reelected, serving in all a period of
eight years. In 1877, he was admitted to the
bar, and in 1881 formed a law partnership with
Lore Alford, with offices in the First National
Bank Building; this partnership continued until
the latter's death in March, 1900. Mr. Alford
was formerly Speaker of the lowa House of
Representatives and was widely known
throughout the State. Mr. Gates later became
senior member of the firm of Gates, Hanson &
Liffring which continued until the removal of
Mr. Hanson to California, in June, 1902; since
then the firm has been Gates & Liffring. The
subject of this sketch has made a specialty of
the management of estates and probate work,
and has had charge of one estate since 1878.
He is a man in whom the people have the greatest confidence, and the success he has attained
is well merited. In 1874 he was elected to
membership on the Board of Education, and
held' the office continuously for a period of 15
years, during the last nine years of which he
was president of the board for East Waterloo.
Mrs. Gates died in February, 1874, and Mr.
Gates formed a second marital union on May
17, 1877, wedding Sarah F. Rumsey, of
Rochester, New York. Mr. Gates is the father
of five children, two of whoi:n have grown to
maturity, namely: John Howard Gates, a prosperous lawyer of Sioux Falls, South Dakota;
and Fanny Cook Gates, now professor of

physics in the Woman's College of Baltimore,
Maryland. Mr. Gates has been a member of
the Methodist Episcopal Church of Waterloo
since coming to the city, and for a period of 33
years served faithfully as its recording secretary.

[B

EV. JOHN 0. STEVENSON, D. D.,
a retired minister of the Congregational Church, secretary and treasurer of the General Congregational
Association of lo\,·a, and' a much esteemed citizen of :VVaterloo, ,ns born in 1841 in Scotland.
He is a son of Alexander and Margaret ( Ogilvie) Stevenson, both of whom spent their whole
lives in Scotland.
Dr. Stevenson learned the trade of a tanner and currier in his own country, and at the
same time was a pupil in Glasgow University,
where he was advanced far enough to enter
college. In 1863, at the age of 22 years, he
came to America and taught school for. some
years in Texas, being one of the earliest educators in the Southwest. He remained there
about seven years, and served as school superintendent. Upon his return North, he entered
Yale University, and was graduated in the
class of 1875, with the degree of B. D. He also
graduated in the classical course, at Oberlin
College, Ohio, with the degree of B. A. In
1892 he was honored by Tabor College, with
the degree of D. D.
In 1876, Dr. Stevenson was pastor of the
Congregational Church at Ellsworth, Litchfield County, Connecticut, where he continued
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until 1880, when he went to Shenandoah, Iowa,
and carried on his ministerial work there until
1886. In the fall of that year, he entered upon
his pastorate at Waterloo, and ministered to
this congregation until 1899, when a loss of
Yoice compelled a cessation of his pastoral duHe then became the editor of the
ties.
TVoman's Standard, of \Vaterloo, an equalsuffrage journal. He still fills this position and
does much additional literary work for the
press. As a preacher, Dr. Stevenson was highly
regarded, his scholastic acquirements making
his sermons clear and convincing. He has been
equally successful as an editor. As a Christian
teacher he is highly valued. In 1903, he was
elected secretary and treasurer of the General
Congregational Association of lo,va. He is
also secretary of the Iowa Yale Association.
Dr. Stevenson was married first in 1875 to
Anna Keen of Edgerton, \IVisconsin, who was
the mother of his four children,-John 0., Jr.,
Margaret, Abram and Irene. She died in 1888.
Dr. Stevenson married, secondly, Ella McDonald, of Ohio.

II

.

EWIS W. F. SMITH, a retired farmer
and stock raiser of Black Hawk
County, is one of the most prominent
and influential citizens of Dunkerton,
Iowa. Mr. Smith was, until 1894, engaged in
farming in section 29, Lester township, on his
well cultivated farm of 200 acres. He was born
in Hesse, Germany, March 27, 1832, and is a
son of John and Christiana Smith.
John Smith was born in Germany and came
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to America in 1855, locating at Racine, Wisconsin, where he resided with his son for some
time. He later removed to Illinois, but again
returned to Racine, vVisconsin, where he and
his wife died. Mr. and Mrs. Smith were the
parents of IO children, but three of whom survive, namely: John, who is living in Council
Bluffs, Iowa; Lewis W. F.; and Lena, who
married first, Lewis Engel, and second, John
Coleman, and is now living in Racine, Wisconsm.
Lewis W. F. Smith was educated in Germany and was about 17 years old when he came
to America. Upon corning to America he located at Racine, Wisconsin, where he learned
the shoemaker's trade. Mr. Smith remained
in Racine for five years, and then removed to
Freeport, Illinois. Later he moved to Independence, Iowa, _where he remained for seven
years. In 1862, Mr. Smith came to Black
Hawk County, Iowa, and located in section 32,
Lester township, where he built a log house, and
began the cultivation of the land', which was
then wild prairie. Mr. Smith proved successful in his farming operations, and soon took to
farming on a larger scale, purchasing property
adjoining his first farm until he had in all, 200
a:cres. Here he was engaged in general farming and stock raising until 1894, when he retired and moved to Dunkerton, Iowa, where he
has since resided. Politically, he is a Republican.
Mr. Smith was married in Independence,
Iowa, to Catherine Brunn, a native of Baden,
Germany, and 12 children were born to them,
IO of whom are living, namely: Charles VY.,
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of Bennington township, born January 16,
1860; Lewis F., born July 13, 1861; Daniel
D., born January 28, 1863, who resides on a
farm in Barclay township; Albert A., born May
22, 1865, a mason and plasterer, residing in
Dunkerton, Iowa; Frank W., of Waterloo,
Iowa, born August 14, 1867; Edward E., born
September 3, 1869, who lives in Poyner township; Kate C., born June 1, 1872, who is the
wife of Caspar Beener, of Barclay township;
Amelia M., born January 5, 1875, who is single
and resides with her parents; and Henry R.,
born August 24, 1877, and Arthur, born March
22, 1880, who reside 011 the old homestead
farm. Mr. Smith has rented the farm to his
two sons, and they have successfully operated
it. The subject of this sketch and his wife are
members of the German Evangelical Church of
Dunkerton, Iowa.
0

m

ON. 0. B. COURTRIGHT, who represents the 38th Senatorial District of
Iowa in the State Senate, is one of
the most prominent lawyers of Waterloo; he is a member of the firm of Courtright
& Arbuckle.
Mr. Courtright was born on a farm in DeKalb County, Illinois, in 1849, and is a son of
C. G. Courtright, who has always been engaged in farming, and since 1859 has followed
that vocation in the State of Iowa. In that
year C. G. Courtright located in Grundy County, Iowa, and lived there until 1878, when he
moved to his present home in Clay County,

Iowa. He is enjoying life at the advanced age
of 78 years, in companionship with his estimable wife. Of their children, Guy is engaged in
farming in Clay County; J. H. is a farmer,
living in Colorado; and Mrs. Taylor, a daughter, lives in Indiana.
Hon. 0. B. Courtright was primarily educated in the public schools of Grundy County,
Iowa, after which he attended Rockford
Academy, at Rockford, Illinois, from 1868 to
1870. He then followed farming for two years,
after which· he embarked in the newspaper
business at Ackley, Iowa. He purchased the
Achley Enterprise, and was its proprietor and
editor for two years. In the meantime he
prosecuted the study of the law during his
spare moments, and upon his admission to the
bar, in 1877, disposed of his newspaper interests.
After practicing alone, at Parkersburg, Iowa, for several years, he became associated with M. F. Edwards, who was formerly
State Representative from Butler County,
Iowa.
In 1890, the subject of this sketch formed
a partnership with J. W. Arbuckle, with whom
he has since continued. The firm maintains fine
offices in the Lafayette Building in Waterloo,
and commands a large and remunerative general practice, numbering among its clients many
of the prominent concerns and citizens of
Waterloo.
Mr. Courtright was united in marriage with
Clara \1/hiting, who was born in Marquette,
Wisconsin, and reared in Lee County, Illinois.
They have one son, Harry, who, for the past
four years. has been in the United States Signal

ELAM HILL

MRS. MARIETTA W. HILL
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Service, in the Philippines, on the Island of
Cebu. He has been in the service since April,
1898, having served one year in Cuba before
going to the far East. He received his educational training in the Parkersburg High School,
and then learned the trade of a telegraph operator, attaining a high degree of skill.
Hon. 0. B. Courtright has served two
years in the State Senate of Iowa, representing a district which compri~es the counties of
Grundy and Black Hawk. Fraternally, he is
a Mason and a member of the Knights of
Pythias of Waterloo. Religiously, he and his
family belong to the Methodist Episcopal
Church.

[I

LAM HILL, deceased, who was one of
the pioneer settlers of Waterloo township, Black Hawk County, where he
entered land in 1853, was born June
1, 1817, in New York, and was a son of Moses
J. and Betsey (Winslow) Bili.
The father of the late Elam Hill was born
in New York in 1783, and the mother, in the
same year, in the Dominion of Canada. They
had seven children, namely: Newell, Marvin,
Elam, Hiram, Laura and Lucy and Eliza
(twins). In religious faith they were Baptists.
While Elam Hill was still young, his parents moved to Michigan and he attended subscription schools there. Later he went to Ohio
and Indiana, and still later to Illin?is, but when
he wanted a permanent home, he settled, in
1853, in Iowa, having selected a large _tract of
well located land in Waterloo town ship. He
29

was one of the hardy pioneers, to whom the
later generation is much indebted, for, while
he cultivated and improved his own property,
he took a deep interest in all the enterprises
tending tm,v ard the promotion of civilization,
and the betterment of the fortunes of all. W h<m
roads were made, his help was given; when
schools and churches became necessities, he
contributed time and money; and many a discouraged settler can recall his words of ~beer
and often his substantial assistance. He was
a good farmer and a highly esteemed citizen.
H is death took place June 15, 1896.
Mr. Hill was twice married, first, to
Amanda Jane Dewey, who bore him five children, namely: Mark, Elizabeth, Paulina, James
and Josephine. His second marriage was to
Marietta Williams, who . was born July 29,
1831, in Erie County, New York, and they
had three children, viz: Charles W., Ada C.
and Elam Eddie.
In religious belief, Mr. Hill was a Methodist. Mrs. Hill is a consistent member of the
same religious denomination. She resides in
a pleasant, comfortable home at No. 22 I East
Mullan avenue, and is a lady who is very highly
esteemed in Waterloo. Portraits of Mr. and
Mrs. Hill accompany this sketch.·

m

H. BEZOLD, one of the best known
lawyers of the city of Waterloo, Iowa,
is engaged in the general practice of
his profession and maintains offices at
No. 533,½ Commercial street.
Mr. Bezold was born in Philadelphia, Penn-
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sylvania, at the family home on Chestnut street, ville became acquainted with a priest who took
September 14, 1852. His father was one of a kindly interest in him, and assisted him in his
four brothers, three of whom removed to Phila- search for knowledge. He next moved to Indelphia, Pennsylvania, from their native land, dependence, Buchanan County, where he
France. The father of H. H. Bezold was born formed a friendship with Father John, a Cathat Lyons on the River Rhone, and a castle olic priest, who also assisted him greatly. Bestill stands there bearing the family name. The ing still in poor health, he went upon a farm
father was a merchant tailor by trade, and where he lived simply in the then new country.
died in Philadelphia in 1856, his wife dying He soon grew rapidly, and gained strength
one year later. His brothers, Frederick and from his work on the farm. He became acJohn, both died in this· country, and the third quainted with Tobiatha Richardson, a Yale
brother, August, still lives in France. The graduate, who lived on a farm, but was an atmother of Mr. Bezold was from Saxony. Ger- torney by profession, and with him he resided
many; but little is known of her ancestry by until he entered the Upper Iowa University at
her son. The latter now possesses a chain of Fayette. He next went to the State Universgarnet beads, which is an heirloom in his fam- ity of Iowa, preparing himself for the profesily. He had three sisters, as follo,Ys: Mrs. sion of civil engineering. He went with a party
Emma Hieple, who resides in Philadelphia; to Southern Central America on a scientific inMargaret, who is deceased, as are her husband vestigation; after a most interesting trip he
and child; and Barbara, who was taken to returned to Independence, Iowa, where he read
France after the death of her parents, and has law in the office of James Jamison a short time.
He became acquainted with a Colonel Preston,
not since been heard from.
After the death of his parents, H. H. Bez- who knew his father to be a fellow Mason and
old remained in the home of an uncle for one Odd Fellow, and through this gentleman's efyear. and then lived with a friend of his mother. forts got a place in the law office of J. H. PresHis health became impaired and at the age of ton at Waterloo, where he read law for a time.
IO years he was taken to Cleveland, Ohio, to
He attracted the attention of Henry B. Allen,
friends and relatives of his mother, and lived through his proficiency in foreign tongues, and
with a family named Montgomery. Up to the soon afterward began reading in the ·office of
age of nine years, he was unable to speak En- Boies & Allen, with whom he remained one
glish. but understood and spoke the French year. He next traveled extensively with a
and German languages. He remained two medicine wagon for a year and a half, and upon
years with the family mentioned, and then came ,his return to Waterloo again became identified
further \,Vest, to Dubuque County, Iowa, where with the firm of Boies, Allen & Couch, where
he li"ed with the family of George Perhamus. he received valuable legal training; the three
He \\·as given private instructions and in Dyers- members of this firm attained wide reputations
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poltically and in the profession. Horace Boies
became Governor of the State of Iowa, Judge
Couch served on the District bench, and Mr. Allen became a noted promoter, financier and man
of affairs. The subject of this sketch served as
city attorney from 1889 to 1897, and proved an
efficient officer.
Mr. Bezold married Miss Beck, a daughter of George P. Beck, Sr., of Waterloo, and
to them were born two children: . Cleon, who
died December 1 1, 1894; and Ceva, aged l 9
years, who lives at Leon, Iowa. Fraternally,
Mr. Bezold is a member of the Knights of Pythias, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and
Improved Order of Red Men lodges.

-11 ~rNRY
BUTTKE, prnp,;etoc of the
"Oak Grove Stock Farm," the largest farm in Spring Creek township,
Black Hawk County, Iowa, consisting of 600 acres in sections IO, 14 and 15, is
one of the prominent, influential and highly respected citizens of this section. He was born
in Sheboygan County, Wisconsin, October 31,
1850, and is a son of William and Dora (Luloff) Buttke.
\Villiam Buttke was born in Prussia, Germany, December 3, 1812, and was the only son
of William Buttke, who died in his own land
when his child was yonng. The latter received
a good German education, and after coming to
America learned English sufficiently well to
read and write the language. He landed in the
city of New York, at sunrise on July 4, l 848,

and probably was much puzzled by the patriotic
celebration of the clay. His destination was
Sheboygan County, Wisconsin, where he lived
until 1866, when he moved to the old-homestead
part of Henry Buttke's present farm, where he
died Morch 19, 1881. His whole life was devoted to farming, and he left bis family well
provided for, although his fortune had been acquired entirely through his own industry. Prior
to 1860, he supported the Democratic party,
but then changed his views, and voted the Republican ticket during the rest of his life. He
married Dora Luloff, who was born in 1820 in
Prussia, and died on the farm in Spring Creek
township, September 13, 1893. Their nine
children were as follows : Julius, a member of
Company H, 95th Reg., Illinois Vol. Inf., \\'ho
lost his life in the Civil War; Frederick, of
Milwaukee, Wisconsin; Henry; Elbert, of
South Dakota; Mrs. Ernestine Dage, who died
in Oklahoma; Mrs. Emma Shroeder \i\Tiddel,
of Spring Creek township; Herman, of South
Dakota; Mrs. Bertha Bonorden, of Fox township; and Frank, of Waterloo.
Henry Buttke was 16 years old when his
father settled on the farm that he, himself,
now owns. He gave his father assistance until
he was 26 years old when the latter purchased
for him a farm of 80 acres in Fox township.
This farm Henry worked for six years, when
his father decided to divide his farm of 300
acres. In the general rearrangement, Henry
took the homeste~d, cared for his parents the
remainder of their lives and gave the 80 acres
to his brother. After some time he rented his
farm, went to Beuna Vista County and built
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a creamery; but sold out after operating it one
year. He also bought a grocery store, and conducted it in Waterloo for one year, and then
operated a farm of 120 acres, which he bought
in Fox township. This property he also sold,
and then settled permanently on his present
farm-300 acres of which was his father's and
the rest was self-acquired.
The "Oak Grove Stock Farm" is well known
all over Black Hawk County, both for its
great productiveness and extent, and also for
the fine grade of cattle and stock produced. Mr.
Buttke owns 300 head of cattle, mo head of
horses, 200 head of hogs, and has raised 12,000
bushels of corn in one season, 7,000 bushels
being his average crop. It requires careful
management to conduct successsfully such
large operations, but Mr. Buttke is credited with
being a practical farmer in all the various
branches of agriculture, and invariably meets
with success.
On January 24, 1878, Mr. Buttke married
Christina Huck, who was born in Fox township,
March 29, 1858, and is a daughter of Fred and
Philippine (Herbing) Huck, natives of Germany. Mrs. Huck is deceased, but Mr. Huck
still resides on his farm in Fox township. Mr.
and Mrs. Buttke have the following children:
Elizabeth, wife of Fred Fraclzke, of Buchanan
County, Iowa; and Ida, Freel, Otto, Irvin, Alma, Hilda, Herbert, Eva and Melinda. Freel
and Otto are now taking a trip in the far \Vest.
Mr. Buttke has lately completed a fine modern home, which is filled with the comforts and
conveniences which the residents of the rural
regions are now as able to enjoy as the dwellers

in the towns. ·w ith rural free delivery of mail,
with telephone connections, and with interurban electric roads within a few miles, the fortunate farmers can enjoy the advantages of both
town and country life, and give his children
the educational advantages of the former and
the fresh air and exercise of the latter. Mr.
Buttke's large and intelligent family are growing up under most favorable conditions.
In politics, Mr. Buttke is identified with
the Republican party; he has served the township as trustee, and in other capacities. He is
a leading member and liberal supporter of the
German Lutheran Church.

11

AMES DUNKERTON, one of the pioneers of Black Hawk County, Iowa,
and a prominent retired farmer of
Lester township, was born in England, July 18, 1826, and is a son of Richard
and Elizabeth (Haines) Dunkerton.
The parents of the subject of this sketch
were natives of England, and were agriculturists there prior to their coming to the United
States, about 1829 or 1830. They located in
Trumbull County, where they passed the remainder of their lives, following farming, in
the midst of numerous friends whom they had
made through their many estimable qualities.
They had six sons and six daughters, viz :
John, deceased; James; Mary, deceased; Richard, of Los Angeles, California: Samuel,
of Fort Scott, Kansas; Eleanor, deceased; Sarah, of Colorado; George, deceased; \Villiam,
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0£ Fort Scott, Kansas; and Sarah, Mercy and
Jane, deceased. The parents of this family
were worthy members of the Methodist Episcopal Church. The father was first a Whig,
and later a Republican.
James Dunkerton was educated in Ohio,
and was about 27 years old when he left that
State. In the fall of 1854 he came West, and
was so well satisfied with the advantages offered in Black Hawk County that he settled in
section 28, Lester township, being one of the
first settlers in the locality. His log house was
built in the widerness, and served for a home
until a better one was constructed. Mr. Dunkerton vividly recalls those early times, with
their hardships, the memory of which is softened by the lapse of years, but a long period
passed before he improved his present fine farm
of 200 acres. He was not only one of the earliest settlers here, but was also one of the most
prominent, and when enough neighbors had
come to form a village, the site of which was
on his land, they honored him by giving it the
name of Dunkerton. He followed farming
extensively, conditions each year becoming
easier. and remained on his land in section 29
until 1899 when he retired to a home in the
village.
In 1854, in Champion, Ohio, Mr. Dunkerton married Christiana Hodges, who was born
in England. She continued as his faithful,
beloYed companion until she passed away,
February 18, 1903. They had five children,
as follows: Thomas R., a farmer, living at
Dunkerton; Charles H., a merchant, and president of the First National Bank of Dunkerton;

531

Fred 0., who is farming on the old homestead;
and two sons, who died in infancy.
Mr. Dunkerton is known all over Black
Hawk County, and was long considered one of
the leading farmers and stock raisers. He has
always supported the Democratic party.
Ill
religious faith, he is a Baptist. In spite of advanced years, he is active in mind and body, and
with retentive memory can recall in a most
interesting manner not only the hardships but
the pleasures as well of the early days in Iowa,
and words and deeds of the noble men and
brave women whose industry, courage and
thrift made possible the civilization of to-clay.

m

EORGE C. DA VIS, one of the representative farmers of Orange township, Black Hawk County, who owns
,a well improved farm of 80 acres,
situated in section 11, was born in Fayette
County, Pennsylvania, September 5, 1865, and
is a son of Samuel M. and Susan (Kauffman)
Davis.
Samuel M. Davis was born in Fayette
County, and his wife in Westmoreland County,
Pennsylvania. The former was a spinner by
trade, and operated a \Yoolen mill of his own,
selling the products of his looms, himself. He
was the father of 12 children, the nine survivors being as follows: Amanda, John, Harvey, Jesse, Levi, Mary, Anna, Eva and George
C. Mr. and Mrs. Davis were members of a
religious body known as the Albright Methodists, which developed into the Evangelical As-
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sociation. Mr. Davis affiliated with the Democratic party.
George C. Davis left his native State in
1884, and removed to Waterloo, Iowa. He
worked on a farm by the month in this locality,
until he rented land in Orange township which
he operated until 1897, when he bought his
present farm of 80 acres. This land Mr. Davis
devotes to general farming and stock raising;
he has made it one of the best small farms in
the township. He has made many improvements; has a fine, modern residence with commodious outbuildings, groves and orchards,
ancl in fact every feature required for an ideal
country home.
In 1895 Mr. Davis was married to Anna
Horn, a daughter of Elias Horn, who settled
in Iowa in 1870. Elias Horn was born at
Sinking Spring, Berks County, Pennsylvania,
February 23, 1829, and is a son of Peter and
1\Iaria (Lumbert) Horn. Peter Horn. was a
shoemaker and also owned a small tract of
land, and for his day and locality was a man in
easy circumstances, rearing his family in comfort. His children were: Mary, Ellen, Elias,
Charles, Jeremiah, Amelia, Amanda, Melinda
and John. He and his wife belong to the German Reformed Church. Elias Horn married
Mary Ann Menich, and they had three children,-Sarah, Frank and Anna. In 1870 he
moved to Iowa, and settled on the farm in
Orange township now owned by his son-in-law,
Mr. Davis. After a successful agricultural life
he retired from active labor. Mr. Horn 1s a
Democrat.
Mr. and Mrs. Davis have an interesting

family of five children, as follows: Maude I.,
Leo S., Goldie M., Jay D. and Lucile E. Mrs.
Davis is a most estimable lady and is a consistent member of the Progressive Brethren
Church. In political action Mr. Dav_is is a
Republican. He is one of the industrious,
honorable and reliable men of his section,
domestic in his tastes, popular in his neighborhood, and a first class citizen in every particular.

m

LFRED LONGLEY, junior member
of the well known law firm of Edwards & Longley, of Vv aterloo, Iowa,
was born at Tipton, Cedar County,
Iowa, September 14, 1868, and is a son of C.
L. and Helen E. (Phillips) Longley.
C. L. Longley was born at Hawley, Franklin County, Massachusetts, in 1843. He served three years during the Civil War, as a member of Company C., 24th Reg., Iowa Vol. Inf.,
and at the close of the fighting went into the
newspaper business at Tipton, Iowa, where, in
1868, he was one of the proprietors of the
Tipton Advertiser. His home is at present
at Vicksburg, Mississippi.
After completing the public and high
school courses at Tipton, and partially finishing his collegiate course, Mr. Longley began
the study of the law, in the office of Mullan &
Pickett, at Waterloo, and was admitted to the
bar in 1896. Two years later, he entered into
partnership with A. J. Edwards. They are
engaged in the general practice of the law and
are noted for their careful and judicious man-
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agement of all busines~, whether it comes from
a humble individual or a mighty corporation.
They have fine offices in the Century Building,
over the post office, a handsome structure
erected in 1901.
In 1896, Mr. Longley married Ellen Billings, who was horn at Rockford, ! owa, and is
a daughter of Edward Billings, who was formerly a farmer and banker at Rockford, and
is now a resident of Chicago, Illinois. Mr. and
Mrs. Longley have one daughter-Helen Elizabeth.
Politically, Mr. Longley is a Republican,
and fraternally, he is a Mason and an Elk. He
is a young man who shows every indication
being able to take his part in the future development of Waterloo, as a director of its activities and a molder of public opinion.

of

ANIEL G. LICHTY, a prosperous
farmer and much respected citizen
of Eagle township, Black Hawk
County, owns a well improved farm
of r6o acres, 80 of which are in section 9. and
80 in section ro. He was born in Somerset
County, Pennsylvania, three miles north of the
village of Somerset, November 3, 1866. He is
a son of George C. and Sarah (Casebeer)
Lichty.
George C. Lichty, who is a farmer by occupation, was born November 17, 1831, and
still lives in Pennsylvania. He married Sarah
Casebeer, who was born April 15, r838, and
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they had nine children, as follows: Mary E.;
Ross W., deceased, Jacob C., Daniel G., Henry
W., deceased; Allen G.; Emma C. and Guy O.,'
deceased; and Lillian M. The famil y was
reared in accordance with the teachings of the
Lutheran Church. In political action, Mr.
Lichty is a Republican.
Daniel G. Lichty was reared in his native
county, where he attended the public schools.
He was afterward a pupil in the Normal School,
where he was prepared for teaching. This profession he followed for four terms in his native State, and for three terms in Eagle township. Black Hawk County, after making his
home in Iowa. Before purchasing his present
excellent farm, he worked at farming by the
month. in Eagle and Orange townships. In
1895, he bought his land from Orson Eighmey,
and has made substantial improvements and
successfully carried on general farming, stock
raising and dairying. He has rz milch cows,
and the dairy product is disposed of to the
Eagle Cooperative Creamery Company. of
which he is secretary.
In 1892 Mr. Lichty was united in marriage to Mirniie Lichty. They have an interesting family of three children: Olin J.,
Sarah E. and George C. Mr. Lichty and wife
belong to the Progressive Brethren Church.
Politically, the subject of this sketch is a
Republican. He has served his township most
efficiently for four years as assessor, four years
as clerk and for nine years as secretary of the
School Board. Mr. Lichty is justly numbered
with the leading and representative citizens of
, Eagle township.

534

HISTORY OF BLACK HAWK COUNTY

[I

E. DUNKELBERG, M. D., one of the Lafayette Building. With his family, the
the leading members of the medical Doctor attends the Methodist Church.
profession, and junior partner in the
Dr. Dunkelberg is president of the Black
firm of Drs. R. A. and E. E. Dunkel- Hawk County Medical Society and is a memberg, of Waterloo, Iowa, was born in 1861 at ber of the city, State and national medical soLockport, New York, and is a son of the late cieties. Fraternally, he is associated with the
Masons, Knights of Pythias, Modern WoodSolomon Dunkelberg.
The parents of Dr. Dunkelberg came from men of America, and various other organizathe Empire State to Iowa, settling in Water- .tions of like character. His life is too busy to
loo in 1877, and were engaged in farming for admit of great activity in politics, and he votes
a number of years. The father died July 23, independently, having at all times the best inter1903, having passed his 81st year. The mother ests of his city and country at heart.
of Dr. Dunkelberg, died about eight years ago.
After completing his literary education, Dr.
Dunkelberg taught school about three years in
W. KRAPFEL, for many years
Black Ha,yk County, Iowa, during which perprominent in the banking circles of
iod he prepared himself to enter the medical
Waterloo, Iowa, is now engaged in
department of the State University of Iowa,
the real estate and loan business, with
where he was graduated in the spring of 1886.
He located at Tripoli, in Bremer County, where offices in the Lafayette Block. He is a man
he practiced until he removed to Waterloo in of great energy and enterprise, has attained a
the fall of _1899, and formed his present part- high degree of success, and stands among the
nership. This firm is engaged in general prac- foremost of the substantial men of Black Hawk
tice, and is well known throughout the city County.
Mr. Krapfel was born in Bavaria, March
and its environs. Both physicians are men of
high standing in the profession and are well 30, 1842, and was five years of age when
equipped in social accomplishments. Dr. Dun- brought to this country by his parents, being
kelberg availed himself of the advantages of the youngest of six children. His father,
a postgraduate course in Germany, in 1896, Jacob Krapf el. who had followed the milling
returning better qualified to deal with the great trade in Bavaria, died enroute to this country,
at the age of 50 years. His widow, with her
responsibilities of his profession.
Dr. Dunkelberg married a lady of Bremer five sons and one daughter, came vVest to DuCounty, and has two sons-Ralph and Elmer- buque, Iowa, and located on a farm in Dubuque
both high school students. The pleasant home County in 1846. Mrs. Krapfel died at Dyersof the family is located at No. 824 West Second ville, in that county in 1883, at the age of 78
street, while his well appointed offices are in years. Of the six children in this family,
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there remams besides J. W. Krapfel, only a
daughter, Mrs. Frederick Freiburg, of Dyersville, Iowa.
J. W. Krapfel was reared in Dubuque,
where he attended the public schools, after
which he pursued a course of study in the commercial college there. On June 12, 1861 , he
enlisted as a private in Company G, First Reg.,
Io\\'a Vol. Cav., and served until mustered out
in September, 1864, being on detached duty
on two different occasions. After his discharge
he returned to Dubuque, and clerked in a dry
goods store until September 19, 1867, and was
there, for more than 30 years, identified with
the banking business. In 1867 he became connected with the German Savings Bank of Dubuque as general bookkeeper. On May 15,
1871, he resigned this position to con1e to
\i\Taterloo and accept a position with the
National Savings Bank, later the Union Savings Bank. He served as teller, and
afterward as assistant cashier, until 1875, when
he was elected cashier of the First National
Bank of Vv aterloo. In that capacity he re'mained until July 1, 1890, when he resigned,
to become cashier of the German-American
Bank of St. Paul, Minnesota. During the following three years, his residence continued to
be St. Paul, but in August, 1893, he again
located in Waterloo, accepting a position with
the First National Bank on October 1st of that
year. On January I, 1894, Mr. Krapfel was
elected vice-president of this institution, and
served as such until January 1, 1899, when he
resigned. He has since been engaged in the
real estate and loan business, his operations in
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city and country property being extensive. He
is also a director in the Commercial National
Bank of Waterloo.
Mr. Krapfel served some years in the City
Council, but resigned in 1899, to become a
candidate for the office of mayor of Waterloo,
which he filled in a most satisfactory manner
'during 1899 and 1900. He also served as
supervisor of the United States Census for the
Third District of Iowa, in 1900.
The subject of this sketch was united in
marriage, in Dubuque, on June 28, 1871, to
Emma F. Hoag, of that city, and they reside
in a comfortable home at No. 415 East Park
street, Waterloo. Fraternally, Mr. Krapfel is
a member of the Blue Lodge, A. F. & A. M. In
religious views he adheres to the Protestant
Episcopal faith.

m

BRAHAM WILID, president and general manager of the Cedar Falls
Lumber Company, and a prominent
citizen deserving of unlimited praise
as one of the builders of Cedar Falls, was one
of the first Germans to locate in this city. Mr.
Wild was born in Germany, March 12, 1842,
and is one of a family of six children born to
Adam and Margaret M. (Bertram) Wild.
Adam Wild early in life engaged in farming, but in later years followed contracting on
a large scale. Mr. Wild was a German by
birth, and died in his native country.
Abraham Wild was raised and schooled in
Germany, and when a young man served in the
Franco-Prussian War. In the year 1872 he
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came to the United States and on September
6 of that year landed in New York and immediately proceeded to Cedar Falls. Upon his
arrival in Cedar Falls, Mr. Wild engaged in
the manufacture of brick and continued in that
business for three years. He then engaged in
his present business under the firm name of
Wild & Company; in 1896 the business was incorporated as the Cedar Falls Lumber Company and Mr. Wild was made president ancl
general manager. Mr. \Vile!, fraternally, is a
member of the I. 0. 0. F. Politically, he is a
member of the Republican party.
The subject of this sketch was married to
Catherine Wild, a daughter of Abraham Wild
( not a relative), and they are the parents of
four children, namely: Matilda A. ; Anna
Rose; Fred. Richard Howard; and Harry
Bernhard. Mr. Wild's portrait accompanies
this sketch.

IMOTHY CRANNY, a successful
farmer of Black Hawk County, Iowa,
who owns 200 acres of choice farming land in section 27, Lincoln township, was born in County Queens, Ireland,
May 8, 1845. He is a son of Patrick and
Bridget (Lawler) Cranny.
Patrick Cranny was born in 1814, came to
America in 1849, and settled in Kentucky,
about 20 miles from the city of Lexington.
There he continued to follow his trade as stonemason until he removed to Clinton County,
Iowa, where he purchased a farm.
This he
successfully operated until his cle1th in 1894.

He was a man of great industry and thus was
able to leave his large family well provided
for.
His children were,-J ohn, Timothy,
Daniel, Eliza, Patrick and Joseph M. The
family were very devoted Catholics, the subject hereof having two aunts who have dedicated their lives to the work of Sisters of
Mercy.
Timothy Cranny obtained a common-school
education. He has always been interested in
farming, and thoroughly understands eYery
detail of the work. In 1872 he settled on his
present. farm, then a tract of 80 acres, to which
he has continued to acid until he now owns 200
acres of as good land as can be found in Black
Hawk County. It is well watered, and is
adapted to both general farming and stock
raising. All kinds of grains do well on it, ancl
cattle and stock find ideal conditions of growth.
Mr. Cranny is a very practical man and makes
good use of all his Janel; this fact partly explains his prosperity.
In 1872 Mr. Cranny married Ellen Cleary,
who was born in Canada and is a daughter of
John and Elizabeth Cleary. They have the
following children: Joseph P.; Mary, wife of
P. H. Kelly, of Lake Benton, Minnesota; John
F.; . Agnes, wife of J. 0. Alexander, of
Pipestone, M innesota; Margaret; Julia and
Tibertius. The family belong to the Catholic
Church.
Politically, Mr. Cranny is identified with
the Democratic party and he has faithfully
served the township in a number of import1nt
offices. ha,·ing been trustee, school director ancl
road supen·isor. He is very highly esteemecl
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by his fellow citizens, bearing a character above
reproach. His word is always as good as his
bond, and his advice is asked and his judgment
consulted in relation to all important public
movements in his vicinity. He is one of the
representative citizens.

1B

EV. Sl\IITH KNICKERBOCKER.
The late Rev. Smith Knickerbocker,
whose lamented death took place at
his home in Cedar Falls, Iowa, January ro, 1903, was one of the prominent members
of the Upper Iowa Conference of the Methodist
Episcopal Church. He was born July 8, 1833,
near Rochester, New York, coming of an old
family in that State. A brother, Hon. Frank
Knicl.:erbocker, of Savannah, Missouri, and a
sister, who lives in Michigan, survive him, besides his widow and his children named below.
At the age of 17 years, in 1850, the subject
of this sketch settled in Delaware County, Iowa,
where he continued to reside until he was received into the membership of the Upper Iowa
Conference, which occurred in 1858 under
Bishop Morris. From 1853, Mr. Knickerbocker
had been impressed with the reality of Christian
truth, and the necessity of endeavoring to lead
others to see it also, and having been licensed
as a local preacher, he served in that relation
most acceptably for three years. When he
willingly entered upon this work as an itinerant,
the conference territory included half the State
-from the Mississippi to the Missouri and
Sioux rivers. Those were clays which tested
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the faith and tried the souls of earnest men.
Rev. Mr. Knickerbocker served charges in the
following succession: Iowa Falls, Maysville,
Crawford, Independence, Strawberry Point,
Clermont, Yankee Point, Hopkinton, Cascade,
Center Grove, Earlville, the Manchester circuit,
Shell Rock, the Manchester circuit, Epworth,
Janesville, Field's Chapel, the Dubuque mission,
Epworth, and the Cedar Falls circuit. After
a period of 44 years of active labor, he took a
superannuated relation, and spent the last se,·en
years of his life without ministerial charge,
but not without religious work. It was a matter of justifiable pride with him, that he had.
not missed a roll call of his conference during
his whole 44 years of membership.
In 1852, Rev. Mr. Knickerbocker was married to Anna Vera Tubbs, at Delhi, Iowa. She
died in 1864, leaving three children, namely:
George E., Chauncey W. and Jennie. In 1865,
Mr. Knickerbocker "·as married to Susanna
Everson, who died February 19, 1893,
leaving five children, namely: Frank and
William, of Chicago; Mrs. Florence Mattison,
of Beloit, ·w isconsin; Mrs. Edith Kellogg. of
Charles City, Iowa; and Garfield, of Kansas
City. On June 21, 1894, the subject of this
sketch married Eliza Helen Bancroft, who still
survives.
For the 17 years preceding his decease, Rev.
Mr. Knickerbocker resided at Cedar Falls.
where he was noted for his interest in the social and business affairs of the city, and for
his helpfulness in the advancement of moral
movements of all kinds. His record is that of
a faithful and conscientious preacher of the
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Gospel. Not ornate in speech, nor deeply
versed in the ecclesiastical study of the Scriptures, his simple teachings of great religious
truths met with a gracious reception and his
sympathetic, touching telling of the old, old
story brought the realization of sin to those
who would not have listened to many of the
present-day critical expounders. His pastoral
·work brought him into close touch with hundreds of people, all of whom can recall his
wise advice, his word of sympathy, or his helpful act.
The funeral services held over the earthly
remains of this good man were remarkable on
account of the high tributes paid to him by
such friends as Rev. A. M. Billingsley, Rev.
W. S. Darwin, Rev. D. Sheffer, Rev. F. X.
Miller, Dr. J. C. Magee and Dr. J. Bowman.
The pall-bearers were Revs. Bissell and Skinner, of ·waterloo, Cobb, of Vintori, and Darwin, Sheffer and F. Miller, of Cedar Falls. His
death was that of a pious man, zealous in good
works and faithful to every tru.,t, and his memory will long be kept green.

m

EORGE P. BECK, a retired business
man of \I\Taterloo, Iowa, was at the
head of the Beck, Nauman & vVatts
Company, which was engaged in the
manufacture of bank, store and drug fixtures,
ancl conducted a furniture and lumber business.
Mr. Beck was born in Bavaria, Germany, January 20, 1833, and is a son of Michael and
Maria (Smith) Beck, both natives of Bavaria.

Michael Beck came to the United States in
rffa2, and for some time worked on the canal
on the James River, and later built the reservoir
at Celina, Ohio, which feeds the canal at that
point. Although in early years he followed the
trade of a cooper in this country, he was engaged in public contracting. He returned to
his native country in 1831, and remained there
until a few months after the birth of George P.
Beck in 1833, when he returned to Virginia,
accompanied by his family. He completed the
canal on the James River, and then removed to
Ohio to complete the resvoir at Celina. Subsequently, he located on a farm in Auglaize
County, Ohio, and lived there until his death,
in 1843, at the age of 49 years. His widow
moved to Dayton, Ohio, where George P. was
reared and r,eceived such educational training
as he has obtained from schools.
George P. Beck was married in 1853, and
during the three years following was in business in Wapakoneta, Ohio. In June, 1856,
he removed to Black Hawk County, Iowa, locating at Waterloo when it was a town of from
roo to 200 people, with, perhaps, 35 houses.
He worked for the sawmill firm of Horsford
& Miller: until 1859, and then conducted a boot
and shoe store on the West Side until l 864.
Buying out the Horsford-Miller Company in
1864, he started the first sash and door factory
in Black Hawk County, located on what is now
the site of the extensive plant of The Nauman
Company. In 1884 the business was incorporated as the Beck-Nauman & Watts Company, with Mr. Nauman, since deceased, as
Mr. Beck managed the business
president.
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until 1897, when he disposed' of his interests.
The concern is now known as The Nauman
Company, and is one of the largest west of the
Mississippi River. Mr. Beck owns the Beck
Building on Bridge street, occupied by a furniture and undertaking business and Elk's
Hall, the dimensions of the building being 66
by 80 feet. He has been engaged in various
lines of business at different times, including
ventures in the wool and paper mill lines, and
although he has been burned out six times, his
success has been great. He is a man of pleasing
personality, well liked by every one. During
the 37 years of his active career, he never had
the slightest trouble with his employes.
In 1853, Mr. Beck was united in marriage
with Albertina Schuler, who was born in Wurtemberg, Germany, and came to America at
the age of IO years. The following children
were born to bless this union: George P., Jr.;
Frank W.; John P.; Albertina; Mrs.
Mose Frank; Mrs. S. E. Bentley; Mrs.
M. M. Bezold and Emma. George P.
Jr., formerly engaged 111 the furniture
and undertaking business 111 Waterloo,
Frank W., formerly the owner and operator of
a grist mill at Norfolk, Nebraska, and John
P., formerly a machinist of Waterloo, are now
engaged' as stockholders and operators of the
F ort Dodge Manufacturing Company, ·which
company manufactures bank, store and drug
fixtures, and all the brothers now reside in
Fort Dodge, Iowa. Albertina is the wife of
A. T . Becker, of Evansville, Indiana. Mrs.
Mose Frank, Mrs. S. E. Bentley and Mrs. M.
M. Bezokl live in Waterloo. Emma lives at
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home. Politically, the subject of this sketch
was formerly a Democrat, but has supported
the Republican party since 1896. He has
served some two or three terms as a member
of the School Board, and was chief of the Fire
Department for, a period of 13 years. Fraternally, he was formerly a Mason for many years.
He is a member of the A. 0. U. Vv. and of the
Knights of Honor, of which he has been treasurer for 20 years. Religiously, he is a member
of St. Joseph's Catholic Church of Waterloo,
and is liberal in its support.

m

USTIN WHITNEY, one of the leading agriculturists of Black Hawk
County, Iowa, resides on' his fine
farm of 260 acres, situated in section
23, Bennington township. Mr. Whitney is a
man who possesses the respect and esteem of
the entire community. He was born in N e,Yburg, Maine, Apr.il 15, 1855, and is a son of
Albert and Mary E. (Libby) .W hitney.
Albert Whitney was born May 30, 1826. in
Penobscot County, Maine, and his wife ,vas
born December 25, 1829, in Waldo County,
Maine. Mr. and Mrs. vVhitney were married
April 19, 1853, and five children were born
to them, namely: Hattie M., Austin, Isaac L.,
Mary A. and Dora E . Hattie M., who is the
wife of R. P. Kelley, an attorney of Gr,eenwood
County, Kansas, taught school for I 5 years.
Isaac L., who followed farming for many
years and is now living at Waterloo, Iowa,
was married March 19, 1890, to Hannah J.
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Allen, and has two diildren,-Marjorie and
Miriam.
Mary A., who died in February,
1904, and was the wife of David Walker, of
Kansas City, Missouri. Dora E. is the widow
of John R. Griffin, of Waterloo.
Mr. Whitney came to this county, February
27, 1870, and purchased 120 acres of land in
section 23, Bennington township; and later
brought his family to this farm. It was then
but partly improved, and was known as the old'
Fmder farm.
Mr. Whitney continued his
farming operations until 1891, when he retired
and moved to Waterloo. Mrs. ·W hitney died
August 29, 1892. Mr. Whitney is well known
and highly respected in the county, and is a
friend of every one acquainted with him.
Politically, he has been a Republican; he
held the office of assessor and served as a memAt one time he
ber of the School Board.
owned, in all, 670 acr,es of valuable land, all
accumulated through his own efforts. Fraternally, Mr. Whitney has been a Mason for 50
years.
Austin Whitney attended the common
schools of his native State, and always lived
with his parents. He always assisted his parents in farming, and is at present engaged in
farming operations on a part of the old homestead. Mr. Whitney devotes the land to the
raising of oats, corn and hay, and also raises
horses, hogs and cattle. He takes much pr.ide
in his work and' has spent much time and money
in improving his farm, which attracts the admiration of everyone. Politically, Mr. \i\Thitney is a Republican, and has been a member of
the School Board.

On November 25, 1884, Mr. Whitney was
married to Edith L. Owen, who is a daughter
of Eli and Maria (Cook) Owen, the former of
whom is deceased. Mrs. \tVhitney was a r,esident of Lester township, this county. Mr.
and Mrs. Whitney are the parents of five children, namely: Carrie M., who is att"ending the
Iowa State Normal School; Stella F.; Albert
E. ; Alice M. ; and Jennie E.
0

[I

DW ARD W. MAGEE, SR., who owns
one of the best and most highly improved farms of Lester township,
Black Hawk County, Iowa, consistmg of 480 acres in section 5, was born in
Franklin County, Pennsylnnia, October 22,
1837, and is a son of James and Elizabeth
(McVitty) Magee.
Both of our subject's par,ents were born
and reared in Franklin County and there
James Magee followed farming until 1844,
when he moved with his family to Illinois, and
located in A lgonquin township, McHenry
County, where he secured 160 acres of land
which was almost unimproved. Mr. Magee
was a practical farmer. and a very industrious
man, and he immediately set about the erection
of good buildings, the making of many substantial improvements in every direction, and'
entered extensively into farming and stock
ra1smg. There he continued until 1882, when
he came to Black Hawk County, where he
bought a small farm in Lester township. There
his wife died in 1886, and his death occurr,ed

AND REPRESENTATIVE CITIZENS.

1889. Politically a Republican, he did a
citizen's duty, but never desired political office.
He and his wife were prominent in the Presbyterian Church. They had eight children, six
of whom reached maturity, as follows: Mary
A., who married S. Charles Jyne,-both are
deceased; Edward W.; David P., a lumber
dealer of Dunker.ton, Iowa; Martha, widow of
Joseph Klinck, of Elgin, Illinois; James, a mine
owner of California; and Loretta D., wife of
Sidney Stickle, of Portland, Oregon.
The subject of this sketch made use of the
educational opportunities of the district school
and grew up on his father's farm, where he
remained until he reached the age of 24 years.
Then he married and established a home of
his O\\'n in McHenry County, Illinois, where he
continued until November, 6, 1860. At that
elate he came to Lester township, Black Hawk
County. Here he secured 200 acres of wild
land in section 5, and hastily erected a small
home 14 by 18 feet in dimensions, in which the
family lived and throve for five years. Then
Mr. Magee erected his present residence, which
is one of the very best residences in the township
and is fitted up with everything to make life
pleasant and comfortable. In 1892 he built the
best barn in the township, a substantial structure 40 by 1 IO feet in dimensions, with 24-foot
posts, which will stable 20 head of horses and
75 head of cattle, and will hold 4,000 bushels of
This building
grain and 200 loads of hay.
cost Mr. Magee in the neighborhood of $3,000.
All the other improvements are on a similar
scale, Mr. Magee taking a just pride in his
possessions, which he has secured entirely
111
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through his own industry and good management. He devotes the 480 acres which he now
owns to the raising of oats, corn and hay, and
to the producing of many fine Norman horses,
Poland China hogs and first-class cattle, keeping 30 head, exclusive of the 50 milch cow~
used for dairy purposes.
On July 4, 1860, Mr. Magee was married
to Sarah Jane Davis, a daughter of Martin
and Mary Ann (Neff) Davis, who were early
settlers of McHenry County, Illinois, where
the father died in 1855, and the mother, in 1896.
The children of Mr. and Mrs. Davis were as
follows: Sarah Jane, Hannah M., Malissa,
Katherine, Amy, Elizabeth, Henry and James.
The children born to Mr. and Mrs. Magee were
as follows: Edward vV.; James Mar.tin, a farmer and horse dealer and breeder, of Dunkerton, Iowa; Cora, deceased, who was the wife of
Ezra D. Lamb, of Lester township; Frank
\i\Tallace, a farmer of Lester township, who
married Maria Axtell; Charles H., a farmer on
the old homestead; Adelle, wife of Charles H.
Dunkerton, a merchant and banker of Dunkerton; William G., a student at the Northwestern
University Medical School, class of 1905; Carrie, wife of Thomas Fisher, of Lester township; Alice, wife of J. Y. Campbell, of Barclay
township; Arthur, a farmer of Lester township, who married Bertha Baker; and Emery,
who will graduate from the Iowa State Normal
School at Cedar Falls in the class of 1905.
In politics, Mr. Magee is a staunch Republican, but devotes his time and attention so
closely to his farm and family and to matters of
local interest, that he finds no time to admit of
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holding office. He is one of the capitalists of
the county, and a director in the bank at Dunkerton, Iowa. The family is held in the highest esteem in Lester township.

m

USTIN BURT, general manager of
the W ater,loo & Cedar Falls Gas and
Electric Company, came to Waterloo, Iowa on July 1, 1902, to accept
his present office. This company, which furnishes power, light and fuel for Waterloo and
Cedar Falls, began operation under its present
name January 1,. 1901. The capacity of the
electric plant is about 900 horsepower, and of
the gas plant, 1 I0,000,000 cubic feet per year.
There is entirely new and up-to-date machiner,y
in both plants, which are located at the foot of
Union street, near Sycamore, and the company
employs from 30 to 60 men the year around.
The officers are George McLean, of Dubuque,
Iowa, president; John H. Leavitt, vice-president; Henry B. White, secretary; W. W. Miller, treasur,e r; and Austin Burt, general manager.
Mr. Burt was born and reared in Detroit,
Michigan, where he received his preliminary
education. For a period of five years he was
in the employ of the Allis-Chalmer s Company
at Milwaukee, that being the largest stationequipment manufacturing firm in the world.
After leaving their employ he entered Cornell
University at Ithaca, New York, and completed a most thorough electrical course, receiving the honorary degree of Signa Xi from the

Scientific Honor Society for excellence in a class
numbering 600. He was graduated in 1900,
and on January 1, 1901, came \Vest to Cedar.
Falls, IO\Ya, to accept the position of manager
of the local electric plant. He served as such
most efficiently, and upon the organization of
the \i\Taterloo & Cedar Falls Gas and Electric
Company he ,yas made general manager.
Mr. Burt was married at Cedar Falls to
Mary E. Bartlett, a daughter of Prof. M. W.
Bartlett of the Iowa State Normal School, and
they have one daughter. Mrs. Burt is a graduate of the Iowa State Normal School and of
Iowa College at Grinnell. She is a member of
the Ladies' Literary Society of Waterloo, the
oldest ladies' society in the city. Fraternally,
the subject of this sketch is a member of the
Knights of Pythias ai:id the Phi Gamma Delta,
a college fraternity. He is vice-president of
the Iowa State Electrical Association and president of the Cornell University ~lub, of Iowa.
Mr. and Mrs. Burt are members of the Congregational Church.

(i

HEODORE L. BENEDICT, a highly
esteemed retired farmer living in
vVaterloo, Iowa, was born in Bethel,
Connecticut, April 30, 1830, and is
a son of John D. and Angeline (Lacey) Benedict, and a grandson of Zera and Lucinda (Barnum) Benedict.
The Benedict family originated in England,
and the founder of the American branch was
prominent in the Massachusetts Bay Colony.
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It has had distinguished representatives in pro- with his father in Wisconsin, where the latter
fessional life, although, in the main, it has been owned a farm of 300 acres. When Mr. Benean agricultural family or one skilled in the dict came to Iowa i1_1 1883, he bought a farm1
trades. Zera Benedict was a tailor and did a in Cedar township, Black Hawk County, which
large and remunerative business for his time. he operated until 1903. He then disposed of it
His wife was a cousin of the late Phineas T. and removed to Waterloo, where he lives reBarnum, who for, so many years was a prom- tired in a beautiful home at No. 727 Mullan
inent figure in the United States, and whose a venue, in one of the city's finest residence disname is still used in advertising "the greatest tricts.
In 1856, Mr. Benedict married Charity
show on earth."
who died in 1891, leaving three children,
Ham,
tailor's
John D. Benedict also followed the
trade for a number of years in Connecticut. In viz: Elia! F., John D. and Cyrus F. Later,
Mr. Benedict married Ann Ham, a sister of his
I 839 he moved to Wisconsin, having been enMrs. Benedict is a worthy and
gaged for the two previous years in farming at first wife.
Penn Yan, New York. His life in Wisconsin valued member of the Christian Church. Since
was an entirely agricultural one, and he died · 1861, Mr. Benedict has been identified' with
there in 1890, aged 82 years, IO months and 11 tl1e Masonic fraternity, and has always lived
days. His wife died in 1886, aged 76 years, up to its teachings and obligations.
seYen months and 21 days. They had the following children: Dr. John D., Thomas, Daniel,
Virginia and Theodore L. In early life they
J. EDWARDS, member of the \\'elf
were attached to the Protestant Episcopal
known law firm of Edwards & LongChurch, but later they became members of the
ley, and also secretary of The Leavitt
sect known as Christadelphians.
Johnson Trust Company, of Wat&
Theodore L. Benedict very vividly recalls
the rude log school-house where he gained a erloo, Iowa, is one of the best known profesportion of his education, the oppor.tunities for sional men of Black Hawk County. He has
learning being very meager. Later, under im- been a resident of this county since 1857, and
proved conditions, he was able to take an acad- has often been called upon to serve the public
emic course. Being a relative of the late P. T. in an official capacity.
Mr. Edwards was born in Walworth County,
Barnum, he enjoyed two years of travel with
the circus, gaining information and receiving Wisconsin, January 22, 1847, and accompanied
impressions which many books could not have his uncle, Charles Marsh, to Black Hawk
supplied. However, he went to school during County, Iowa, when IO years of age. Mr.
the winters of these two years, and later taught Marsh was for a number of years a farmer in
school for a time. Until r883, he remained this county, but later moved South. The sub30
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ject of this sketch was reared on his uncle's
£arm until he was 20 years of age, and has
since resided in Waterloo. In 1870 he was appointed deputy sheriff, and in 1873 served a:,
deputy clerk of the District Court. In 1880
he was elected clerk of the District Court, and
efficiently served as such from January 1, 1881,
to May 1, 1892, when he resigned. In the meantime he improved his opportunity to study law,
and gained valuable experience through the
medium of his office, being admitted to the bar
in 1888. Since 1892, he has devoted his time
to the practice of the law, being a partner of
A lfred Longley during the last few years.
They command a very large general pactice,
and number among their clients some of the
foremo st men and business houses of the county. Mr. Edwards is attorney and secretary for
The Leavitt & Johnson Trust Company, and
maintains fine offices in the Post Office Building.
In 1873, Mr. Edwards was united in marriage with Amanda F. Hall, of Black Ha,Yk
County, a daughter of Samuel Hall, an early
settler and a farmer by occupation, who died
in the "eighties." This union was productive
of the following issue:
Mrs. James R.
Vaughan, of Waterloo; Mrs. L. H. Minkel,
wife of the superintendent of schools of La
Porte City; Alice M., an accomplished teacher
of Latin and German; Ethel A., a student in
the Iowa State Normal School at Cedar Falls;
Blanche H., aged 12 years; and Albert Justin,
aged seven years. In religious views, Mr. Ed\Yarcls is a Baptist. He is an officer of the
First Baptist Church of Waterloo. The sub-

ject of this sketch is secretary of the Early Settlers' Associatioii, and for many years has been
a member of the board of directors of the Independent School District of East Waterloo.
His portrait is shown on a preceding page.

OLOMON M. BENTLEY, clerk of the
District Court of Black Hawk County,
Iowa, has been a r~sident of Waterloo,
since the fall of 1884. He was born
at St. Clairsville, Ohio, June 22, 1854, and is
a son of Solomon and Ellen (Thompson)
Bentley.
Solomon Bentley was born in Ohio, while
his wife was a native of Pennsylvania. They
had a family of 11 children, nine of whom survive; four are residents of Iowa, and three live
in ·w aterloo. Mr. Bentley died in 1901, and
his widow passed away in the following year.
Solomon M. Bentley completed the common
and high school courses at St. Clairsville, and
then entered Franklin College at New Athens,
Ohio, where he graduated in June, 1878. His
entrance into active life was as a merchant, at
New Athens, and he carried on a very successful mercantile business there for six years.
Then the opportunities offered by the West
attracted him to Iowa, and in November, 1884,
he opened up a mercantile concern at \Vaterloo,
in which he continued for five years. Then he
accepted a position as teller in the First National Bank, and retained it for two and a half
years.
Ever since his coming to Black Ha\\"k
County, Mr. Bentley has been a prominent fig-
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ure m political circles. He has always been
an ardent vYorker for the success of the Republican party. On June 1, 1892, he accepted a
position as deputy clerk of the District Court,
unLier H. D. vVilliams, and was elected to succeed Mr. Williams, in November, 1903. During his incumbency, he has endeavored to raise
the standard of service, and his efforts have
met with the hearty cooperation of all concerned.
At New Athens, Ohio, December 24, 1878,
Mr. Bentley was mar:ried to Ida J. Stewart,
,Yho was born in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, and
is a daughter of James and Martha (McCullough) Stewart. Two daughters were born
to this marriage, Leila F. and Arta M. Miss
Leila F. Bentley married Claude D. Cass, who
is general passenger agent for the \Vaterloo,
Cedar. Falls & Northern Railway Company, and
they have one son,-Robert Bentley.
!\1iss
"\rta M. Bentley like her sister is a very accomplished lady, a graduate of the Waterloo
High School and a former pupil of the Oberlin
Conservatory of Music. The family home, one
of unusual elegance, is situated at No. 514 East
Fourth street, and is the scene of many social
functions.

m

H. SIMMERLING, who is now serving as city marshal of Waterloo, was
born April 22, 1868, at Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, and is a son of Henry and
Pauline ( Schorse) Simmerling, both natives
of Germany, and now residents of Milwaukee,
\Visconsin.
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0. H. Simmerling attended the public
schools of Milwaukee, and also attended the
German schools of that city. After completing his education, he became an apprentice to
the lithographer's trade; in four years he had
learned his trade, and was then a journeyman
for four more years. Mr. Simmerling was then
appointed agent for the Gettelman Brewing
Company, of Milwaukee, in charge of that
company's branch office at Waterloo. Later
he was given a position as traveling agent, and
traveled through Iowa and Minnesota, being
thus engaged for eight years. In 1901, Mr.
Simmerling was appointed city marshal under
Philo J. Martin, and has since filled that position. In fraternal circles, Mr. Simmerling is a
member of the Elks; he is also a member of the
German Aid Society, and the Waterloo TrunVerein.
In 1882, Mr. Simmerling was married to
Marie Salentine, of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and
they are the parents of two children-Gretchen
and Marie. Mr. Simmerling is a Lutheran.

m

•••

ENRY JOHNSON, senior member of
the large grocery and crockery firm
of Johnson, Snider §l Berry, of Cedar
Falls, Iowa, vice-president of the Cedar Ealls National Bank and interested in other
business enterprises, was born November 27,
1837, in Denmark, and is a son of Joseph J.
and Margaret ( Rafm) Johnson, the former of
whom was a school teacher.
Mr. Johnson enjoyed excellent educational
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advantages in his native land. At the age of
15 years he became an apprentice in a department store, where he remained until 1862,
when he came to the United States by way of
Quebec, Canada. From Quebec he proceeded to
Chicago. In that great maelstrom of Western
energy he remained one year. In the meantime,
his acquaintances were enlisting for service in
the Civil War, and in 1863 he joined them, entering Company D, 21st Reg., Illinois Vol. Inf.,
in which he faithfully served until the close of
hostilities, when he was honorably discharged.
Returning to Chicago after the conclusion
of his life" as a soldier, Mr. Johnson engaged in
the grocery business there until 1870, when he
removed to Cedar Falls, Iowa, where he conducted a grocery business for one year and then
began to farm. After six years engaged in
agricultural pursuits, h~ returned to Cedar
Falls and opened up a drug and grocery business, in which he continued to be interested for
the next 16 years. He then sold this business
and entered the hardware trade in which he
continued until the spring of 1903, when he
again became the head of a grocery business.
In September, 1903, the prospects were so encouraging that the business was incorporated,
the members of the firm all being leading citizens and capitalists. The stock, valued at $5 ,000, is carefully selected and includes everything to suit both the ordinary purchaser and
the epicure. Mr. Johnson is also one of the
leading financiers of his section and since 1897
has been vice-president of the Cedar Falls Nat ional Bank.
In. December, 1868, Mr. J ohnson married

Louisa Frandson and eight children were born
to them, five of whom still survive. The family belong to the Episcopal Church.
Fraternally, Mr. Johnson is a Mason and
Knight Templar and a member of the Order of
the Eastern Star. He is also well and favorably known in these organizations, of which
he is a member: Ancient Order of United
Workmen, Danish Brotherhood, and Brownwell Post, No. 63, G. A. R. Politically, he is
independent.
Mr. Johnson is a man with many private
interests, but he has always found time to perform a citizen's duty and has been one of the
very useful members of the School Board, on
which he served 13 years, during eight of
these being its president, and for some years was
a member of the Public Library Board. He is
a man of marked liberality as well as public
spirited and commands the confidence and esteem of his fellow citizens.

I]

AMES EGBERT RUNDLES, one of
the prominent and substantial farmers
of Black Hawk County, the owner
and operator of an estate of 186 acres
111 section 4, Mount Vernon township, known
as the "Three Pines," was born in Black Hawk
County, Iowa, on the old homestead in Mount
Vernon township, May 15, 1859. He is a son
of Norman and Jane (Cuddeback) Rundles.
The father was born at Cortland, New
York, and the mother in Onondaga. County in
that State. Mr. Rundles married there and set-
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tled down to farming near Skaneateles, where
he lived until he had a family of five children,
when he came to Black Hawk County, Iowa.
The long journey was made with three teams,
all the household goods being brought, the
good mother wisely farseeing the need there
would be for them in the new country. At Dubuque they crossed the Mississippi River on the
ice, as there was no bridge there at that early
day, and landed in Black Hawk County in the
spring of 1856. Mr. Rundles had bought 186
acres of wild land, which had been improved
with a log house and some sheds. All the rest
of the improvements which later made it a home
of comfort and safety were planned and executed by Mr. Rundles. Here he died in 1870,
survived by his widow until January 31, 1900.
Politically, he was a Republican. They had IO
children, as follows: Helen, wife of J. W.
Griffin of Shell Rock, Iowa; Ella, widow of
Nathaniel Simpson of Mount Vernon township;
l\Iary, wife of Alexander Rohrabacher of Janesville, Iowa; James Egbert, of this sketch; Ida,
wife of J. F. Jacob, a farmer of Mount Vernon township; William Lincoln, a farmer of
Bremer County, Iowa; and Norman, Eva, Sarah and l\lartha, who died young.
James E. Rundles has always engaged in
farming on the homestead, his work beginning
at the age of 11 years, when he lost his father.
He was educated in the best schools the locality
afforded at the time and is an intelligent, well
informed man. His fine farm is all improved
land and is located in sections 3 and 4, Mount
Vernon to,,·nship. He grows corn, oats and
hay, and raises good horses, Poland-China hogs
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and some steers. He has met with good success, being a thoroughly practical man. His
father built, in 1866, the great barn which at
that time was the largest in this section, being
100 by 36 feet, with basement. As early as
1864 the father went to Black River, Wisconsin, and got out the lumber for this structure,
rafted it to Dubuque and then shipped it to Waterloo and Janesville.
On March 21, 1889, Mr. Rundles was married to Ella Rich of Janesville, who is a daughter of William Henry and Mary (Gibbs) Rich,
the latter of whom ' was born in England and
the former in Onondaga County, New York.
In 1855 Mr. and Mrs. Rich moved to Janesville, Iowa, where Mr. Rich became a merchant
and held the position of postmaster. His death
occurred in June, 1901, his wife having died
in February, 1886. Their three children were:
Arthur W., a teacher in the Iowa State Normal School at Cedar Falls, who married Louisa
Jennings; Edward H., a farmer of Jackson
township, Bremer County; and Ella ( Mrs.
Rundles). Mr. and Mrs. Rundles have one
daughter-Mary J., born September 23, 19or.

AMUEL WEY AND, a retired farmer
and well-to-do citizen of \Vest \Vater.loo, Black Hawk County, is passing
the sunset of life in retirement in his
homelike residence at No. 933 \Vest F ourth
street. Mr. \Veyand was born in Somerset
County, Pennsylvania, November 7, 1826, and
is a son of Michael and Mary (Ream) Weyand,
both natives of Pennsylvania.
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Michael Weyand followed the occupation
of farming the greater part of his life. He and
his wife were the parents of nine children, eight
of whom gr.e w to maturity and raised families .
One daughter died at the age of 19 years.
Samuel is the only survi vor of the entire
family.
T he subject of this sketch was raised on a
farm and attended the district schools of Somerset County. Upon reaching maturity, Mr. Weyand set out in the world for himself and was
engaged in farming pursuits in Pennsylvania
until 1883. In that year he removed to Black
Hawk County, Iowa, and purchased an improved farm in Orange township, where he
successfully carried on general farming and
stock raising for 1 7 years. He then removed
to vVaterloo, sold his farm, and has since lived
a retired life.
Mr. Weyand was married in Pennsylvania
to Caroline Umberger, who was also a native
of Somerset County, Pennsylvania, and to
this union four daughters were born. namely:
Hattie, who is the wife of Simon Shaulis: Ellen,
who married Henry Myers, and r.esides in
Black Hawk County; Mattie, who resides with
her parents, and Mary M., deceased, who was
the wife of David Shaulis, and the mother of
two children whom Mr. Weyand reared. The
subject of this sketch has 12 grandchildren and
two great-grandchildren, and takes great interest in his family. Mrs. Caroline . Weyand
died May 1, 1895, aged 72 years, 5 months and
19 clays . On December 21, 1899, Mr. Weyand
was married at Somerset, Pennsylvania, to
Eli zabeth Heiple.

m

ONRAD D. WANGLER, president of
the Wangler Drug Company, of Waterloo, one of the prominent business
houses of this section of Iowa, was
born in Baden, Germany, January 8, 1851 , ancl
is a son of Konrad \;\Tangler, whose whole li fe
was passed in Germany.
Prior to coming to America, Conrad D.
Wangler had been educated in the primary
branches. He reached Cedar Falls, Iowa, in
1866, and attended the schools of Cedar Falls
and \;\Taterloo, where he rapidly became proficient in the English language. He then entered the Cincinnati College of Pharmacy, and
was graduated with the class of 1875. In 1878
he returned to Waterloo, where he had previously clerked while studying, and engaged in
the drug business, succeeding the firm of Carpender & Smith, his partner being his brother,
R. C. vVangler, who is also a graduate of the
Cincinnati College of Pharmacy. The firm of
Wangler Brothers was subsequently changed
to Wangler Brothers & Todd. Mr. Todd also
owns an interest in the Todd Drug Company,
having purchased the Fifth Street Pharmacy,
on the East Side. The concern is the oldest retail drug house continuously operated in Waterloo. The Wangler Drug Company was organized in 1900, to do an exclusive wholesale business. The officers of the company are: Conrad
D. vVangler, president and manager; Philo J.
Martin, vice-president; and N. 0. Munger,
treasurer. C. P. Kinyon is secretary and manager of the department of traveling salesmen,
five of whom are required on the road, and one
in the city. The company was incorporated un-
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der the laws of Iowa, with capital of $100,000,
and by purchase came into possession of the
wholesale business, which up to that time had
been carried on in connection with the retail
drug business of Wangler Brothers.
In 1900, Joseph A. Todd, who had been a
valued employee of Wangler Brothers, was admitted to partnership in the retail store, and the
firm became Wangler Brothers & Todd. The
Wangler Drug Company occupies a large brick
building, 48 by 140 feet in dimensions, with
five floors and basement, besides a large warehouse on the Illinois Central Railroad. The
store is modern in every particular, and is the
first exclusively wholesale drug house in and
about Waterloo. The trade extends all through
the northern half of Iowa, and the southern
part of Minnesota, and is continually on the
mcrease. The partners are all experienced
druggists.
At Cedar Falls, the subject of this sketch
married Katherine Landgraf, who was born in
Cleveland, Ohio; they have three children,
namely: Clara L., Agatha M. and Gertrude J.
Mr. Wangler is one of the leading Democrats of Vv aterloo; he has frequently been a
member of important Democratic committees,
and a delegate to State and congressional conventions. Both he and his brother belong to the
Knights of Columbus, Conrad D. vVangler being its grand knight, and both are prominent
members of St. Joseph's Catholic Church of
Waterloo. The subject of this sketch served as
chairman of the building committee ,Yhich has
recently completed the beautiful ancl i:11posing
new church edifice. Both brothers are highly

reg31rded in business and social circles-Conrad D. Wangler being a popular member of the
Elks. They conduct the business of their retail
store at Nos. 227 and 229 East Fourth street,
which, like the wholesale house, is complete
in every particular. They are men who are
not only highly regarded for their personal
merits, but are admired for their business progressiveness.

D

OHN J. OWENS, one of the extensive
farmers, large stock raisers and prominent citizens of East Waterloo township, Black Hawk County, and the
owner of a magnificent farm of 630 acres situated in sections 6, 32 and 33, has been a resident of this township since 1865 . Mr. Owens
was born September 29, 1845, in Armstrong
County, Pennsylvania, and is a son of Samuel
and Elizabeth (Townsend) Owens.
Samuel Owens and his wife were born in
Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania, and after
their marriage removed to Apollo, Armstrong
County. Mr. Owens was a man of versatile
talent, and taught school, practiced law, conducted a store and also served as clerk of the
county, removing, when elected to this office, to
Kittanning, the county seat, where he resided
until 1865.
As early as 1841 Mr. Owens first came to
Black Hawk County, Iowa. This was but four
years later than the arri val of the accredited
earliest pioneers, G. Paul Sornaneaux and Mr.
Chambers. In company with James Guthrie,
Mr. Owens walked from the Mississippi River,
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looked through a number of counties for a desirable place of settlement, coming finally to
the fertile Cedar Valley, where he entered 2,000
acres on Elk Run, three miles east of the present city of Waterloo. At that early date there
·were no neighbors, \Villiam Chambers not
coming until 1844, and William Sturgis and
Erasmus Adams not arriving until 1845. Mr.
Owens can certainly claim precedence as a pioneer, as he erected a log cabin on his land,
18 by 20 feet in dimensions, although he did
not remove his family here until 1865.
Mr. Owens was just such a citizen as the
new settlement required, educated, intelligent
and capable; he served as a member of the first
Board of Supervisors and was supervisor for
a number of years. He did much of the township surveying, and took an active part in developing every local interest. In 1891, he removed to Whittier, California, where he died
November 13, 1898, aged 84 years. His widow
survived him until May 25, 1903. He was attached to the Baptist Church and she was equally devoted to the Lutheran faith. His political connection was with the Republican party.
The children of Samuel Owens and wife were :
J ohn J.; Mary Martha , who died young; Madison T., an attorney of \Vhittier, California, who
\\'as formerly county attorney of Black Ha \\'k
County, Iowa, and served three terms on the
bench, at Los Angeles, Cali fo rnia; K ate C., wife
o f Hervey Lindley, a lumber man of \Vhittier,
California; Levi, formerly a stock dealer of
Montana, who died, aged 24 years; and Minnie,· wife of George Lombard, of Whittier, California.

John J. Owens completed the district school
course, attendee! Iron City Commercial College
af Pittsburg, and later graduated at the Western University, Pittsburg, Pennsylvania. For
a time he .entertained the idea of becoming a
lawyer, and gave some years to the study of the
law, but after coming West changed his mind,
and has devoted himself to farming and stock
raising. He owns 630 acres in East vVaterloo
township, and has about 400 acres under cultivation. Formerly he raised both wheat and
corn, but at present devotes his land almost entirely to corn. He has given much attention
to cattle and stock, at one time growing many
sheep, and still raises high-grade cattle and
horses and many mules. His imported stallion,
a Percheron, "Damien, No. 13,896," is a very
valuable animal, and cost a small fortune. Mr.
Owens is also a large producer of honey and
ships this commodity to Chicago, at one time
sending in a carload. All of his operations are
carried on on a large scale, and his industries
are among the leading ones in the county.
In 1875, Mr. Owens was married to Caroline Helton, of Black Hawk County, and they
have eight children, as follows: Frank C., a
bookkeeper, living in Whittier, California, and
Guy H., Jay W., Blanche E., Hervey L., Edith,
Earl S. and Ethel M., who live at home. The
family belong to the Methodist Episcopal
Church.
For many years Mr. Owens has been prominent in the ranks of the Republican party, and
has served his fellow citizens in a number of
the local offices; for the past IO years he has
been township trustee. He represents a fam-
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THOMAS WHEELOCK PLACE
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ily that is highly respected, and one which has
been identified with this section for something
like 60 years.

HOMAS WHEELOCK PLACE, a
most highly esteemed resident of
Waterloo, Iowa, where he now lives a
retired life, enjoying the fruits of
years of industry and frugality, is one of the
best known railroad men in this part of the
State. Mr. Place was born at Acworth, Sullivan County, New Hampshire, January 2, 1833,
and is a son of Ebenezer and Polly (Dickey)
Place.
Ebenezer Place was born at Hanover, New
Hampshire, November 14, 1800, and died at
Acworth, New Hampshire, January 17, 1836.
His wife \Yas born at Acworth, June 26, 1803,
and died at Waterloo, Iowa, September 11,
1874. They had three children: James D.;
Thomas W.; and Mary P., who died in infancy.
James D. resides with his brother, Thomas W.
Thomas W. Place attended the district
schools of Sullivan County, and remained on
a farm until he was about 17 years of age, but
he was too much of a natural mechanic to be
satisfied with the monotony of an agricultural
life. In March, 1850, he found his first opportunity for another career, and entered the employ of Parks & Woolson, of Springfield, Vermont, manufacturers of machinery for finish ing
woolen goods. There he continued until 1852,
when he was employed as machinist
the Boston Locomotive \Vorks, at
111
It was 111 the
Boston, Massachusetts.
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following year that he really entered
upon his first railroad trammg, becoming a locomotive fireman on the Northern Railway of New Hampshire, which is now a partof the Boston & Maine system. In January,
1854, Mr. Place came West, stopping at Chicago, as a railroad center, and there entered
the service of the Chicago & Aurora Railway,
which is now a part of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railway, as a machinist. In the
following April he became a locomotive engineer on the Illinois Central Railroad, Chicago
Division. This position he filled until November 13, 1856, when he removed to Dubuque,
Iowa, and entered the employ of the Dubuque
& Pacific Railway Company, as locomotive engineer, under Col. R. B. Mason, who was then
engaged in building the Dubuque & Pacific
Rla.ilway from Dubuque to Dyersville. He continued in the employ of this company until
August, 1859. On May 11, 1857, with J. S.
Northrup as conductor, Engineer Place ran the
first passenger locomotive west of Dubuque.
His brother, James D. Place, also a machinist
and engineer, ran the first passenger engine
from Freeport, Illinois, to Dunleith, now East
Dubuque, Illinois.
In 1859, Mr. Place was appointed foreman
of the engine repair shop of the last named
company, at Dubuque, and in May, 186o, he
accepted a like position with the Chicago &
Alton Railway Company, with office at Joliet,
Illinois. On September 1, 1861, he became
master mechanic of the Dubuque & Sioux City
Railway, which was the successor of the Dubuque & Pacific Railway, the change in title
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having been made August 1, 1860. The shops have four sons, viz: Augustus Mason, James
were then located at Dubuque. This line was William, Frederick Ebenezer, and Dorrance
merged into the Illinois Central system in the Myers. Augustus Mason, who was born at Dufall of 1867, although the shops were not re- buque, Iowa, is foreman of the engine house
moved to Waterloo, Iowa, until November, at the Waterloo machine shops of the Illinois
1870. Until November 1, 1901, Mr. Place re- Central Railroad. He married Mrs. Midge
tained his position as master mechanic at these ( Siberling) Manson, widow of Robert Manshops, resigning at that date, to retire to the son. James \Villiam, who was born at Duenjoyment of private life. His long connec- buque, Io,Ya, is a traveling salesman for a St.
tion with railroad affairs, during the years Louis firm. He married Theresa Wilkinson,
\\·hen he safely and swiftly drove his fleet steed of St. Louis, Missouri, and they have three
through hitherto untraveled sections, and dur- children, R. Merideth, Honore W., and
ing the other years when his capacity, ability Helen M. Frederick Ebenezer, who was born
and fidelity insured the safety of thousands of at Dubuque, Iowa, is superintendent of the
his fellow citizens who went to and fro over Buda Foundry & Manufacturing Company, at
the country by rail, won for him a large meas- Harvey, Illinois. He married Lillie Wagoner,
ure of confidence and personal esteem, which of St. Louis, Missouri. Dorrance Myers, who
continues and follows him into the privacy of was born at \i\Taterloo, Iowa, is unmarried, ancl
retired life. He has seen many improvements works as a clerk for a Chicago brokerage and
in railroading in all its branches, and has more commission house.
Mr. Place has taken an active part in civic
than once signified his approval or disapproval
of various more or less useful devices. In this affairs ever since he made Waterloo his home.
connection we recall the prediction made in He was a member of the School Board of East
1825, by a no less august authority than the Waterloo from 1876 to 1885, and served in the
English Quarterly Revieiv, that the time would Waterloo City Council in 1872, 1877, 1878,
never come when locomotives would be per- 1879 and 1880, advocating during all these
mitted, or be able, to go faster than the then years needed reforms and a careful and ecoprevalent stage coach. The writer had no pre- nomical city government.
Mr. Place's fraternal associations include
vision of the future when men like Mr. Place
could safely drive a locomotive across the membership in \Vaterloo Lodge, No. 105, A.
country in the time now made by the fast F. & A. M., of \Vaterloo, but he was made a
Mason in Metropolitan Lodge, No. 49, A. F.
"flyers."
On July 24, 1860, at Julien, Dubuque & A. 1\1., of Dubuque. He formerly belonged
County, Iowa, Mr. Place was married to Mary to Harmony Lodge, No. 2, and Halcyon EnJosephine l\1yers, ,Yho is a daughter of Wil- campment, No. 1, I. 0. 0. F., of Dubuque, in
li"m and Susan L. (Shannon) Myers. They both of "·h=ch organizations he has filled all of
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the chairs. His portrait, executed from a photograph taken in the summer of 1904, accompanies this sketc'h, being shown on a preceding
page.

ILLIAM SEVERIN. In recalling
the late \i\Tilliam Severin, the citizens of Cedar Falls, Iowa, will remember one who for many years
was a prominent and honorable business man
of the city, and a pioneer in the grocery line.
Mr. Severin was born in Germany, November
17, 1834, and died at Cedar Falls, Iowa, May
3 1, 189 I. His parents were Frederick and
Fredericka (Hansen) Severin, who were born
in Germany, and became residents of the United
States in 1852. They had seven children. The
father was a shoemaker by trade, but after locating in Illinois devoted himself mainly to
farming.
William Severin learned the shoemaking
trade with his father, and followed it during his
youth. His mental training was obtained in the
public schools. As he was a bright, intelligent
pupil, he easily fitted himself for a business
life. In 1864 he located in Cedar Falls, and
founded what is now the leading grocery house
of the city. The business is conducted under
the firm name of Severin Brothers by his sons,
I
'
who have an establishment on Main street,
where is carried a stock of first class goods of
every kind. This concern Mr. Severin managed with increasing success for many years,
and only retired and resigned the reins to
younger hands, when pressed by the weight of
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years. From 1889 until his death in 1891, Mr.
Severin enjoyed the •ease of retired life.
On June 21, 1863, Mr. Severin was married to Anna Adelheid, who is a daughter of the
late Herman Hartbecke, a well-to-do farmer,
who died in 1864. Mrs. Severin was born in
~ermany and came, with her parents, to the
United States, in 1861. She still survives Mr.
Severin with eight children, as follows : Louisa
( Mrs. F. vV. Klein), of Minnesota; \Villiam
A., of Cedar Falls, Celia ( Mrs. L. Hemme!),
of Minnesota; Emma F. ( Mrs. M. Durst) , of
Iowa; and Berdena, Clarence, Anna L. and A lfred C., who are at home.
Mr. Severin was a consistent member and
liberal supporter of the German Lutheran
Church. Politically, he was identified with the
Democratic party. He was a useful citizen and
an honorable man. He reared an admirable
family, and left them a large estate and the
memory of a father who was always careful
of their welfare.

ILLIAM H. LIFE, one of the partially retired capitalists of vVaterloo, Iowa, who has been extensi vely engaged in farming and stock
ra1s111g for many years, and who owns a fine
farm of 423 acres in Geneseo township, Tama
County, Iowa, was born in Highland County.
Virginia, March 18, 1850. He is a son of J ohn
and Elizabeth (Colaw) Life.
The family is probably of Swiss extraction,
but its founder in America came with the Pil-

HISTORY OF BLACK HAWK COUNTY

gnms from England. Samuel Life, our subject's grandfather, was born in Pennsylvania,
but later removed to Virginia, where he became
a prominent man and died, aged 83 years, leaving the following children: \Villiam, a graduate· of Princeton University and a noted Presbyterian minister; John, the father of vVilliam
H. ; Samuel, deceased, who was a farmer and
machinist and owned a sawmill and 500 acres
of land in Virginia; Abram, who lives on the
old homestead in Virginia; George, who owns
and farms a section of land in Kansas; Annie,
a highly educated lady, of Highland County,
Virgina; and Dr. Henry, deceased, who was a
graduate of the University of Virginia.
John Life was born April 6, 1820, in Highland County, Virginia, and died February 1,
1903, in Tama County, Iowa. Like the other
members of the family , he was of a refined
nature, courteous manner and bright intellect.
He followed the family occupation of farming
on the home estate until he was 22 years of age,
in the meantime learning the carpenter's trade,
which he followed until his removal to Iowa.
He removed in 1867 to Tama County, Iowa,
where he purchased land in Geneseo township.
This property, now owned by his son, is known
as the "Life Stock Farm," and is located two
miles west of Governor Sherman's place. The
mother of William H. Life was born in Highland County, Virginia, and liYed to the age of
79 years. She was the mother of five chi!dren, namely: Sarah; V/illiam H.; Henry;
Mary; and George P. Sarah is the widow of
Rev. John Taylor, late pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of Kansas City, Missouri.

Henry died in Tama County at the age of I 5
years. Mary is the wife of H. B. Griffin, of
Tama County. George P. died in Tama County, at the age of 12 years. The father was an
elder in the Presbyterian Church for many
years. He was a Republican in politics.
William H. Life was 17 years of age when
the family settled in Tama County. He contitmed with his .father until he was 22 years of
age, and then started out for himself, having
little means of his own at his disposal. He had
attended the common schools, and pursued a
course at Bailey's Business College at Dubuque,
where he was graduated. Mr. Life became, like
his father, an extensive raiser and feeder of
stock and cattle, in which he has been very
successful. He has always been known as a
man of high character, and while he has accumulated a fortune, all of it has been made in the
legitimate lines of trade. He has always been
a student and enjoys the fine library in his beautiful home at No. 1200 Washington street, Waterloo, where he has lived since November,
1902, although he still oversees his farm with
the eyes of a careful, educated agriculturist.
Mr. Life is thoroughly practical, but he makes
use of modern methods and modern machinery
,Yith the best of success.
Mr. Life was first married to Barbara S.
Rohrbaugh, a daughter of Solomon and Mary
(Jack) Rohrbaugh. She was born in Highland County, Virginia, August 27, 1858, and
died April 29, 1902, survived by two sons,Charles C., a farmer of Tama County, and John
who is at home. Mr. Life married for his second wife, Anna C. Krecklow, who was born
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in Germany, February 3, 1852, and came to
America with her parents, Frederick W. and
Matilda Krecklow, in 1856. They have an
adopted daughter, a niece, Ruby Long. Mr.
Life is a leading member of the Dinted Presbyterian Church, of ·which he is one of the trustees. He is also a very prominent member of
(he Republican party, and was a member of
the Tama County Republican Central Committee. He holds fraternal relationship with
the Knights of Pythias.
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where the United States Express Company is
located. Here he built warehouses in the rear
and carried on an extensive wholesale fruit
business until 1900, having fine accommodations, his floor space being 40 by 100 feet, and
his warehouse having four floors, 40 by 40
feet, in dimensions. The business he established, which he sold in 1900, is now known as
the Waterloo Fruit & Commissior Company
of which S. L. Vale is vice-president and general manager. Mr. Holzer has made frequent
trips to California and to Europe, in the interests of the business which he conducted with
so much success for so many years. He is a
LBERT HOLZER, a retired merchant member of the Board of Trade, and is interested
and most highly regarded citizen of 111 the Waterloo Packing House.
Waterloo, Iowa, was born in AusOn June 13, 1870, Mr. Holzer was married
tria, October 11, 1845, and is a son at Andre,~-, Jackson County, Iowa, to Mary
of Martin and Elizabeth (Riif) Holzer.
Schmidt, a daughter of Paul and Louisa ( CopThe parents of Mr. Holzer passed their enhafer) Schmidt, who were natives of \Vurwhole lives in Austria, and reared three sons: temberg, Germany, and early settlers of JackAnton, a resident of Independence, Iowa; Cas- son County. Four children were born to this
per, who lives in Germany; and Albert, of Wa- marriage, namely: August, of San Francisco;
terloo, Iowa. The last named came to Amer- Louisa, who married Charles Herman. of
ica in his 20th year, just at the close of the Sioux City, Iowa, in September, 1903; FerCivil War. Landing at New York, he pro- dinand, a clerk in a coffee house in vVaterloo;
ceeded at once as far west as Dubuque, Iowa, and Julia. All are well educated young people.
where he secured a clerkship in a grocery store being graduates of the East Waterloo High
and remained five years. In 1870, he located School. The handsome family residence is loat Waterloo, opening up a grocery and crock- cated at No. 228 Lafayette street, on the corery store and continued at that stand, in East ner of Second street, East Side.
\i\Taterloo, until 1881, when he embarked in
Mr. Holzer is one of the city's public spirited
the wholesale fruit business, on the present site men, and has been identified with the developof the Commercial Bank. Later he crossed the ment and growth of its commercial importance.
street and occupied a store in the Raffa Block He is a member of the German Lutheran Evanfor a few years, and in 1885 he boughttheblock gelical Church, of \i\Test \i\Taterloo. His per-
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sonal character has always been one to command respect, and he is numbered ,Yith the
most honorable and upright business men of
Waterloo.

Iowa, March 28, 1899, and the officers were:
P. Sherman, pr~sident; S. L. Vale, treasurer;
and S. L. Clark, secretary. When they withcl rew, the present officers were elected : L. A.
Knittle, president; S. L. Vale, vice-president
and general manager; H. B. Hoxie, treasurer;
L. VALE, vice-president and general and A. A. Sohner, secretary. The three direcmanager of the vVaterloo Fruit & tors in adition to the officers named, are: Vi/.
Commission Company, with head- F. Parrott; C. G. Stearns and R. J. Hoxie.
quarters at No. 20 East Fifth street, From the organization of the business, Mr.
vVaterloo, Iowa, was born September 26, 1857, Vale has been its prime mover and at present is
in Kenosha County, Wisconsin. He 1s a son manager of both its inside and outside affairs.
of Samuel and Elizabeth Vale.
The fine modern brick building, was erected
The parents of S. L. Vale were born in in 1902, under his supervision. A two-storyEngland. The father, who was a man of busi- ancl-basement structure, with floor space of 75
ness enterprise, located on October 14, 1867, by 125 feet, it is perfectly adapted to the uses
at Clarksville, Butler County, Iowa, where he to which it is put. The basement is equipped
died in 1872. His widow survived until 1892. with banana compartments and all modern
They reared a large family, the subject of this ventilating improvements, while the main floor
sketch being the youngest member.
is fitted with cold storage capacity for six carFrom the graded school, Mr. Vale passed loads. The company's shipping facilities are of
into the Clarksville High School, where he the best, a railway track being so arranged that
graduated; he subsequently graduated at the goods can be handled direct from the cars to
Bryant & Stratton's Business College, in the main floor, and all the driveways are covChicago. He then e1!gaged m the re- ered. This is one of the most complete comtail grocery busines with which he was more mission houses in the State.
or less connected until 1886, when he accepted
The company handles its commodities
a position with the United States Express Com- through brokers, who import from Mexico,
pany. In 1893, he came to Waterloo and re- Central America, Spain and Italy. This firm
'mained with the United States Express Com- also does a large business in oysters during
pany until 1898.
the season, having four traveling salesmen to
The Waterloo Fruit & Commission Com- represent it on the road, and one in the city.
pany, wholesale handlers of fruit and vege- It is one of the largest business concerns in
tables, grew out of a concern organized by Waterloo, and its great prosperity is clue to the
Albert Holzer in 1885. The present organi- good management of Mr. Vale, who possesses
zation was chartered under the State laws of a cool, careful business head, and has the judg·
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ment which is an absolute requisite in a busi1,css of this kind.
In 1880, Mr. Vale was married, at Clarksville, Iowa, to Jennie Peet, who was born,
reared and educated there. She is a daughter
of George R. Peet, an old citizen of Butler
County. They have two children: S. Luther,
Jr., who is associated with the house, of which
his father is vice-president and general manager; and Hazel, who is a student in the Water loci High School. The family home is beautifully situated at No. 909 Walnut street.
Mr. Vale has always been actively interested in both national and local affairs and has
frequently held office, serving at different
times in Butler County; at present he is a
member of the City Council. He belongs to
the Knights of Pythias and other orders.

ilill
'

OHN T. MULDOON, one of the prnm-

inent young business men of vVaterloo,
Iowa, who is extensively engaged in
the real estate line, was born in Bjack
Hawk County on September 22, 1874, and is
a son of John and Anna (Prior) Muldoon.
The parents of Mr. Muldoon were born in
County Cavan, Ireland, the father on June
24, 1836. In 1853, John Muldoon came to
America in a sailing vessel, landing at New
York after a voyage of six weeks. He remained there and in New Jersey for three years,
working at brick-making. In 1856, he came as
far West as Rockford, Illinois, where he
worked as a farm hand until 1869, when he
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came to Iowa, purchasing, first. a farm in Tama
County, which he sold in the follo\\·ing year.
He then purchased a farm of 160 acres northeast of -w aterloo, settling on it permanently in
1874. There he successfully engaged in farming and stock raisi11g until 1894, when he moved into 'vVaterloo. He purchased considerable
property in the city, including the handsome
residence at No. 321 Oak avenue, where he
lived in retirement until his death, October 6,
1903. On February 9, 1874, at Rockford,
Illinois, he married Anna Prior, who was a
daughter of Thomas and Mary (Cassidy)
Prior. She came to America about the time of
the close of the Civil vVar, accompanied by
her mother, who passed her last clays with a
daughter, Mrs. Kelly, of Waterloo. Mr. and
Mrs. Muldoon had but two children, John T.
and his sister Mary, who died in 1885, aged
eight years. In religious faith John T. Muldoon's parents were Catholics, and were
worthy members and generous supporters of
St. Joseph's Catholic Church of \Vaterloo.
John T. Muldoon first attended the common schools and later the Vv aterloo Commercial College. Since 1900 he has been actively
engaged in the buying and selling of real estate,
his holdings including city property and farm
lands in Iowa and South Dakota. He is a
very large dealer, and has successfully managed
some extensive enterprises. He owns a large
amount of city property, including his handsome home and the business block on East
Fourth street, in which his office is located.
Fraternally, Mr. Muldoon belongs to the
Eagles and the Knights of Columbus. He is
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one of the enterprising and progressive young
men of the West, whose energy and ability
have brought personal success and credit to
the city.

m

EORGE 'vV. BARNES, of \iVaterloo, Iowa, who has been identified
with the interests of this city since
1868, was born September 23, 1846,
m Chemung County, New York, and is a son
·of Jesse and Rachel (Swartwood) Barnes.
Both grandfathers of George W. Barnes
were born near Great Bend, New York. They
reared large families and were noted for longevity. The paternal grandmother reached
the unusual age of I IO years. Jesse Barnes,
the father, died in New York; the mother survived him and died in Cedar Falls, Iowa. They
had 13 children and all grew to maturity except
one, who died from the results of an accident
at the age of four years. Six are still living, of
whom the subject hereof is the youngest.
In the school in which Mr. Barnes was a
pupil at one time were 60 children, of whom 59
were his cousins. He knows of I IO cousins and
has met them all, the family being one closely
united by their kinship. In 1858 he located
in De Kalb County, Illinois, where he worked
on a farm until 1860, when he entered into the
handling of machinery, a line of business which
his natural mechanical skill peculiarly fitted
him for. He soon became associated with the
McCormick Harvester Company and operated
the first self reaper this great house ever issued.
In 1864 he establi shed himself in the imple-

ment business at Cedar Falls. He located in
Waterloo in 1868 and in 1869 started into the
implement business, in which he continued until 1882. Sin~e then he has been selling machinery on the road, for some I 6 years handling earth-moving machinery.
He dealt in
harvesting machines manufactured at Sandwich, Illinois. For five years he was with the
McCormick Harvester Company, and set up
the first binder ever brought into Black Hawk
County. He has traveled through eight different States and always met with great success,
having the advantage of being a natural machinist and so understanding every portion of
a machine, that he could not only sell it, but set
it up, or if necessary repair it. He is well posted
on all branches of the business. Mr. Barnes
is now engaged in contract work, grading the
road-bed between Waterloo and Cedar Falls,
having managed during the summer of 1903,
the grading of Westfield, in which he used 30
teams. He started the first furrow in the
ground at Vv estfield.
Mr. Barnes recalls the fact that he paid
$1 in March, 1865, to cross the Cedar River,
and he p~id IO cents in 1868 to reach Fourth
street, in Waterloo, the whole town being under
water. When he commenced business on this
street there were but two business houses
where is now Lathrop's corner, and he built
the first sidewalk on Fourth street, ever since
which period his efforts have been of a public
spirited character. He voted for the first mayor
of the town, served six years in the City Council and for many years was foreman of the
fire company on the 'vVest Side.
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In the spring of 1868, in Cedar Falls, Mr.
Barnes was married to Miss A. E. Ray, who
was born in 1849, in Ohio, and who accompanied her parents _to Cedar Falls at an early
day. Her death took place July 25, 1891. She
is survived by the following children : Bertie,
who lives in Chicago; Ruth, wife of Thomas
H. Heller, who lives at her father's home, with
one daughter, Ione; Gilbert, who is a resident
of Lyon County, Iowa; and Amy, who married William Pollick, has one child, Juanita,
and resides with her father. The family home
is an elegant residence on Leland avenue, erected in 1902. Politically a Democrat, Mr.
Barnes has served many times as a de!E:gate
to county, State and congressional conventions.

m
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EV. JACOB R. ALLEN, M.A., B. D.,
whose portrait accompanies this
sketch, is one of the most highly esteemed citizens of Waterloo, and one
of the most valued and effective evangelists of
the Methodist Episcopal Church in Iowa. Mr.
Allen was born at LaPorte, Indiana, April 5,
1838, and is a son of Hon. William Allen.
Hon. William Allen was born in Richmond
(now Union) County, Indiana, April 1, 1807,
before Indiana became a State. After a life of
usefulness and distinction, he died in Mason
City, Illinois, in 1886, aged 79 years. His
wife was ·born at Rahway, New Jersey, and
died at Mason City, in 1898, aged 86 years.
The four survivors of their five children are:
Jacob R., our subject; William S., who is in the
31

United States railway mail service; Kate S.;
and Henry S., a capitalist of Kansas City,
Missouri.
The Allen family, of which the subject of
this sketch is a member, was represented in the
first party of colonists who came to Maryland
with Lord Delaware, prior to the landing of
the Pilgrims at Plymouth Rock. The late William Allen became a very prominent man both
in Indiana and in Illinois. He served in the
Indiana Legislature, was three times sheriff of
LaPorte County, Indiana, and was a successful man of business. In Illinois he became
closely associated with Abraham Lincoln, with
whom he served in the Black Hawk \Yar. He
was Lincoln's friend, and attended the convention which nominated the latter for the presidency in 186o. In early life he was a strong
Henry Clay Whig, and became a zealous member of the Republican party upon its organization. Mr. Allen was also one of the active
early workers for the propagation of the doctrines of the Methodist Episcopal Church and
was closely connected, in religious work and
educational enterprises, with such men as
Bishop Simpson and Henry Ward Beecher, the
latter one of his early associates.
Rev. Jacob RI. Allen was thus fortunate in
1his home training and early environments, and
his life has shown their value in many ways.
His education was prosecuted in the public
schools of LaPorte County until he was 16
years old, \\·hen he accompanied his parents to
Mason County, Illinois. In 1855 he was graduated from D. V. Bell's Commercial College
at Chicago, and later attended the Illinois Pres-
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byterian College at Macomb, Illinois. In 1862,
he entered Northwestern University at l!.,vanston, Illinois, where he took a full course of six
years-both preparatory and collegiate-and
graduated there in 1869, with the degree of M.
A., receiving in the following year the degree
of B. D. from the theological seminary,-Garrett Biblical Institute, of Northwestern University. In 1873 he received the degree of M.
A. from the Northwestern University.
In 1868 Rev. Mr. Allen was ordained to
preach, although prior to this he had frequently filled pulpits in the suburbs of Chicago,
Illinois. In 1870 he entered the Wisconsin
Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
and two years later was transferred to the Rock
River (Illinois) Conference, of which body he
has been a valued member ever since. Until
I 887 Rev. Mr. Allen continued in active church
relationship, having had charges in Kankakee,
Chicago, La Salle and other places. In that
year, on account of advanced age he was placed
on the superannuated list according to the custom of the church. The change only meant
for this earnest Christian clergyman work under other conditions. He entered into the evangelistic field, and for the past l 5 years has accomplished most wonderful results. As an
evangelist he has traveled over Illinois, Wisconsin and Iowa, during which period he has
in all probability brought personally moo new
members into the church. He is widely known
for his scholarly attainments and his Christian
virtues, and in the evangelistic field has few
equals in the church.
R'ev. Mr. Allen has also prospered mate-

rially, mainly on account of his foresight in
purchasing a large body of land in Black Hawk
County, when he first settled in Iowa. He
came to Waterloo in 1892, from Freeport, Illinois, and bought a section of land then on the
outskirts of Waterloo. This was subsequently
included in the city limits, and it has been almost entirely reserved, on account of its favorable location, for the sites of industrial plants,
the Artificial Stone Company's factory being
already established in that section. In 1897,
Rev. Mr. Allen erected his handsome residence
on the corner of \!\!ashington and 10th streets,
one of the many attractive locations in which
the clean, bright and prospering city of \i\Taterloo abounds.
In 1870 Rev. Mr. Allen was married to
Jennie S. \i\Tallace, who was born in Downer's
Grove, Illinois, and died April 29, 1884, aged
34 years. She was a lady of beautiful character, who had been brought to see religious
truth under his first pastorate. Four children
survived her, namely: Lela, who was born at
Waterman, Illinois, March 20, 1873, and died
January 14, 1904, unmarried, at Downer's
Grove; Floy Jennie, born at Lemont, Illinois,
November 13, 1875'; Ray Wallace, born at
La Salle, Illinois, February 25, 1879; and
Bessie, born at Channahon, Illinois, September
13, 1881. Miss Lela Allen was graduated at the
West Side High School, Waterloo, Iowa, in
1893. She attended the Upper Iowa University at Fayette, Iowa, where she prepared herself for a teacher's work. Her reputation as
an experienced teacher of public schools in
Black Hawk County was quite pronounced.
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l\Iany children and parents honor her memory.
Her disposition was always cheerful, and helpful to the young. In church work she was able
and most earnestly Christian. Many friends in
the city and county mourned her early death.
It was occasioned by ophthalmic goitre,-an
incurable disease.
On April 21, 1887, at Ashland, Illinois, Rev.
Mr. Allen married, for his second wife, Hannah M. Corson. She was born December 29,
1859. The three children of this marriage are:
Ralph R., born December 22, 188-7, at Freeport, ,Illinois; Glenn C., born April 1, 1892, at
the same place; and Sarah Frances, born at
vVaterloo, Iowa, November 21, 1897.
The influence wielded by Rev. Mr. Allen
during his many years in ministerial work, not
only by his pulpit and pastoral efforts but by
his stimulating Christian example, can scarcely
be estimated. It is by no means confined to the
church, but extends to all religious, educational and philanthropic enterprises which have
come within his scope. Few men are more
favorably or widely known through this section
than is this able, earnest and tender hearted
expounder of Christian doctrine.

11

OSIAH K. JODER, who is prominently identified with the drug business
at \Vaterloo, Iowa, is one of the city's
prominent and substantial citizens.
He was born in Somerset County, Pennsylvania, March 21, 1855, and is a son of Benjamin J. Joder.
In the early life of Josiah K. Joder, his par-

ents removed from Pennsylvania, to Ohio,
where his education was pursued. Coming to
\Vaterloo in 1871, it was here completed. His
whole business life has been connected with
the drug line. In 1878, after he left school,
he became a clerk in the drug store of Vv. V.f.
Forry, at Waterloo, and continued there for
l 1 years, embarking in business for himself in
1886. Since 1891, Mr. Joder had been very
conveniently located on the corner of Jefferson
and West Fourth streets, where he carries not
only a complete line of pure drugs and medicaments of all kinds, but also all the articles
now found in every modern, up-to-date pharmacy. He has a wide acquaintance, and commands the full confidence of the pnblic.
Mr. Joder was united in marriage with Eliza
Bickley, who is a native of Somerset County,
Pennsylvania, and they have two childrenAlice G. _and Earl B. The latter is associated
with his father · in the drug business. After
completing a common school course, Earl B.
Joder attended the Iowa State Normal School
at Cedar Falls, the State University of Iowa
for one year, and pursued a course in the
Northwestern University School of Pharmacy,
where he was graduated on April 19, 1904.
Mr. Joder owns his own store building, the
brick block in which it is located having been
erected by Joder, Berkley, Bickley & Bennett.
He is a valued and useful member of the City
Council, and has served on the Board of Education for three terms. In fact, he is a citizen
who can be depended upon to take an interest
in the furtherance of all movements for the
l~e', terment of the city.
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Fraternally, the subject of this sketch belongs to the Knights of Pythias, the Elks, the
Royal Arcanum, and the National Reserve.

ID

On April 17, 1879, Mr. Taylor was united
111 marriage with Mary M. Yarnell, who is a
daughter of Philip Yarnell. They have a family of six daughters and three sons. Politically,
Mr. Taylor is a Democrat.

ENRY A. TAYLOR, a well known
optical specialist of Cedar Falls,
Iowa, was born in Buchanan County,
ENRY FEE, V. S., deceased was om:
Iowa, December 2, 1858, and is one
of the esteemed and popul~r profesof a family of three children born to S. A. and
sional men of Waterloo, Iowa, for a
Nancy (Ward) Taylor.
number of years, and was probably
The parents of Mr. Taylor were born in the best equipped veterinary surgeon in this secPennsylvania, but prior to 1858 removed to tion of the State. Dr. Fee was of Irish exIowa, where they reared their children on a traction, and was born at Kemptville, Ontario,
farm. The father was a man of ample means, Canada, September 19, 1864, and died at Waand was able to give his children good educa- terloo, Iowa, in 1900. He was a son of Thomtional advantages.
as Fee, a Canadian farmer, and one of a famThe subject of this sketch was engaged in ily of six children, four of whom are living.
agricultural pursuits in his native county until
The late Dr. Fee completed his common
1887, when he removed to Kansas, where he school education and then entered the veterioperated a general store until 1893, and then nary college at Toronto, Onbrio, going from
returned to Iowa. He next went into the fruit there to Edinburg, Scotland, for post-graduate
and gardening business, and it was not until work. He practiced one year in Canada before
1898 that he gave serious thought to making settling at Waterloo, Iowa, in 1889, and was
a life work of his present profession. Soon recognized as a leader in his branch of medical
afterward he entered the Optical Institute, at practice, in Black Hawk County, when his acSouth Bend, Indiana, and was graduated there tivities were terminated by death.
in 19or.
In April, 1902, he settled at Cedar
Dr. Fee was married in Cedar Rapids,
Falls, securing an excellent location for his of- Iowa, to Kate McLaren, who was born, reared
fice, over the post office, and he has gained the and educated near Toronto, Canada, and is a
confidence of the public to a marked degree. daughter of Archibald and Annabella (McNab)
He is skilled in diagnosing the various ailments McLaren. Mrs. Fee is one of seven children,
of the eye, and thoroughly understands the ad- the other two survivors being Alexander, and
justment of glasses of all kinds. Mr. Taylor Mrs. Keys, both residents of Bruce County,
easily stands at the head of his profession in Ontario. Her father was born in Scotland and
died in Canada in 1888, aged 72 years. Her
bis part of the county.

m

AND REPRESENTAT IVE CITIZENS.
mother was also born in Scotland and is a
daughter of Alexander and. Kate (McDougal)
McNab, who migrated to Canada in 1815, the
father dying at the age of 85 years, and the
mother at the age of 60 years. They had four
sons and three daughters, the eldest being Mrs.
McLaren, now 81 years of age. She has a
brother, Archibald, of Glengarry County, Canada, aged 79 years. Mrs. McLaren has resided
in \Vaterloo since 1902, making her home with
her daughter, Mrs. Fee, who owns a most attractive and comfortable home· at No. 1015
Sycamore street. Mrs. Fee owns, in addition,
other city property, including a dwelling on the
north side of her home and a building and
barn on the corner of Sixth and Sycamore
streets, where her late husband had his office
and quarters for the care of his patients. Dr.
Fee left but one son, Harry, who resides with
his mother. A second son, Carl, died at the
age of two years.
Fraternally, the late Dr. Fee was a Mason,
being a member of the Blue Lodge. Personally
he was a man of pleasing personality, and had
a ,Yide circle of friends, by whom his death
was sincerely lamented. He entertained the
most cordial relations with other medical practitioners, and was generally conceded to be a
master in his line of practice.

m

ENRY J. HARRISON, one of the best
known citizens of Waterloo, Iowa,
who for years has been closely-.. identified with public affairs, belongs to
one of the pioneer families of Black Hawk
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County. He was born in Ohio, and is a son of
the late highly esteemed Rev. James and Fidelia
(Buckingham) Harrison.
Rev. James Harrison was one of the prominent clergymen of the Presbyterian Church in
Iowa, and a man of scholarly attainments and
deep Christian character. He ·was born at
Orange, New Jersey, October 29, 1802, and
died at Waterloo, May 26, 1877. A graduate
of Williams College, Massachusetts, and of
Princeton Theological Secinary, he brought to
his work, first in Virginia, then in Ohio, and
later in Iowa, the training of a thorough theologian and the efficiency of an earnest minister of
the Gospel. On December 8, 1831, at Newark,
Ohio, he married Fidelia Buckingham, who
was born in that city on August 12, 1812, and
died at Waterloo, in April, 1903, the mother
of four children, namely: George, Henry J.,
May and Elias.
Henry J. Harrison was educated at Halcyon Academy, Hartford, Ohio, and at Duff's
Commercial College, at Burling.bn, Iowa. He
had removed to the latter city with his parents
in 1857, and accompanied them to vVaterloo,
in 1858, where his father became pastor of the
Presbyterian Church. Until 1861, Mr. Harrison taught in the district schools of Black
Hawk County, and wrote in the office of the
clerk of the District Court. In August of that
year, he enlisted in Company E, 12th Reg.,
Iowa Vol. Inf., a company raised in \i\Taterloo
under Capt. W. H. Haddock and Lieut. John
Elwell. His regiment was sent at once to the
front and participated in the campaign which
began with the capture of Fort Henry and Fort
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Donelson, and ended with Shiloh. Mr. Harrison was then discharged on account of disability incurred in the service, and returned to
Waterloo in the spring of 1862.
When the provost marshal's office was established at F ort Dodge, Mr. Harrison was appointed clerk and remained in that service
until the close of the war. He then served as
clerk in the office of the county treasurer during the term of office of John Elwell and a part
of the first term of R. A. ·W hitaker. After
le:wing this office, he was appointed collector
of taxes of Waterloo township and also librarian of the Public Library, and was elected township clerk, which office he held for three years.
For two years, Mr. Harrison also held the office of deputy collector of internal revenue for
Black Hawk County.
In 1871, Mr. Harrison was appointed a
clerk in class 1, in the General Land Office,
Department of the Interior, at Washington,
D. C., and remained in that office for a period
of 11 years. He was promoted through all the
grades up to assistant chief of the Division of
Accounts. In the spring of 1883 he was transferred to a special agency of the General Land
Office, and served in that capacity in Louisiana,
Alabama and Montana. In May, 1885, he resigned and went to New York City as secretary
and treasurer of the \!Vest Coast Telephone
Company, of which Theodore N. Vail, a former
resident of \i\Taterloo, was president. The climate of New York aggravating seriously a throat
trouble ·with which he had been afflicted for
many years, Mr. Harrison returned to Waterloo after a year's residence in the East.

When the vVaterloo Post Office was removed to East vVaterloo in 1891, and Station
A was established in \Vest \Vaterloo, Mr. H arrison was placed in charge of th~ latter office,
which position he still occupies. He has been
identified with the growth of Waterloo, from a
mere hamlet, in 1858, to its present proportions.
He can reca 1'/ cne time when long lines of prairie
fires lighted up the evening horizon, and the
prairie chicken cooed the denizens of \Vaterloo
to sleep.
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AMES G. McALVIN, M. D., junior
member of the well-known medical
firm of Hearst & McAlvin, physicians
and surgeons at · Cedar Falls, lo\Ya,
was born in McGregor, Iowa, October 16,
1867, and is a son of the late Dr. James Mc-·
Alvin.
Dr. James McAlvin was born in New
Hampshire, and became an eminent physician.
At a later date, he settled in Ohio, and followed his profession until the close of his life.
His family numbered four children.
The subject of this sketch obtained his education at Cedar Falls, Iowa, where he was
graduated from the Iowa State Normal School
in 1892. He is also a graduate of the Collegiate department .of the State University of
Iowa, class of 1895. His medical reading was
done first under Dr. Tilford, and later under
the late Dr. Dallis M. Wick, of Cedar Falls,
a sketch of \Yhom will be found in this volume.
In 1897, Dr. McAlvin was graduated in medicine from the State University of Iowa. This
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he supplemented by post-graduate courses in
Philadelphia and New York, and by a year
spent in scientific study at Edinburgh, Scotland.
For the succeeding seven . years, Dr. McAlvin
practiced his profession in Grundy Counity,
Iowa, meeting with much success and also operating a private hospital during this period.
In r904, Dr. McAlvin located in Cedar
Falls and entered into a medical partnership
with Dr. Hearst, a sketch of whom will be
found in this work.
Dr. McAlvin married Clara G. Hearst, who
is a daughter of James Hearst, of Black Hawk
County, Iowa, and they have two childrenHelen M. and James H. The family belong
to the Congregational Church of Cedar Falls.
Dr. McAlvin has become widely known for
his professional ability, and finds his time too
fully taken up to permit of many social functions or political interests. In caring for a
large practice and in attending to the matters
coming before the various medical asociations
with which he is connected, he passes a busy
life. He is a member of the Iowa State Medical Society, the American Association for the
Advancement of Science of vVashington, D.
C., of the Grundy County Medical Association,
and of the Austin Flint Cedar Valley Medical
Society. While devoting his closest attention
to his patients, he belongs also to the younger
medical school which takes an enthusiastic interest in the study of the scientific secrets of
the profession, and welcomes every new discovery, irrespective of personal honor or reward.
The firm of Hearst & McAlvin have finely
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equipped offices, located at the corner of Third
and Main streets, Cedar Falls, in the Dayton
Building.
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ILLIAM E. STEIMEL. Among the
prominent and energetic farmers
of Eagle township, Black Hawk
County, Iowa, none is more deserving of honorable mention than the gentleman whose name heads this sketch. Mr. Steimel lives on a fine farm of r40 acres in section
r5. He was born in Eagle township, Black
Hawk County, Iowa, November 23, 1865, and
is a son of \:V. H. and Elizabeth (Penny) Steimel, both natives of Germany.
\V. H. Steimel came to America at an early
elate and immediately located in Iowa, where
he purchased land in Black Hawk County, and
engaged in farming. He continued his farming operations until r899, when he moved to
Texas, where he now lives. His wife died in
r898. Mr. and Mrs. Steimel had r3 children,
nine of whom are still living, namely: Adelaide, Mary, Emma, \Villiam E., Clara, Edgar,
Albert, Mabel and Ernest. Those deceased are
-Ferdinand, John A., Esther and Celia. Politically, Mr. Steimel is a Democrat. In religious belief, he is a member of the Catholic
Church, as was his wife.
·W illiam E. Steimel obtained his mental
training in the common schools of Eagle township, and has always followed the occupation
of farming. At first he rented land, but in
r892 he purchased his present property which
was then owned by his uncle, William Penne.
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He has been very successful in his chosen call- vania. The doctor's mother came to the Uniing, and has a farm of fine appearance. He ted States at the age of four years, and was
carries on general farming and stock raising, reared at Lawrencebu rg, Indiana, where she
has IO milch cows, and usually has on hand was eventually married. The three sons and
about 75 head of hogs. He also raises some one daughter of this union all survive and all
horses for his own use. Mr. Steimel is promi- are well established in life. The father died
nently identified with various business enter- in February, 1903. He was a skilled mechanic,
prises in his county, and is secretary and treas- and the doctor regards with pride a bookcase,
urer of a mutual fire insurance company. He which his honored father constructed during
. is also a stockholder in the Eagle Co-operative his son's early medical days.
It has often been the subject of remark
Creamery Company, and is prominent among
Politi- that most of the successful men in both profesthe business men of the county.
cally, he is a Democrat, and is serving as sec- sional and business life have grown up on
retary of the School Board; he has held the farms, and such was the case with Dr. Brinkman. With no idea, however, of confining his
office of justice of the peace.
In 1893, Mr. Steimel was married to Mar- attention to agricultural pursuits, he worked
garet Beck, a daughter of Nicholas Beck, and on farms, sometimes hiring by the month, someeight children have been born to them, namely: times for longer seasons, all through his boyEsther, Carl, Ferdinand and Paul (twins), hood and early manhood, earning in this way
Frank and Leo (twins), William and Oscar. the means to enable him to secure a collegiate
Mr. Steimel is a member of the Catholic and medical education. From the public schools
he passed into the Normal School at Decorah,
Church.
Iowa, but he left this institution before graduation, as he had no intention of becoming a
OHN E. BRINKMA N, M. D., one of teacher. He immediately began the study of
the prominent physicians and sur- medicine, under Dr. J. Q. Mabry, of Elma,
geons of \i\Taterloo, Iowa, and one who Howard County, and pursued his technical
has reached this position through studies as his means permitted, being finally
manly endeavor and a most strenuous life, is · able to enter the Illinois Medical College, in
a citizen in whom \ Vaterloo takes pride. Dr. Chicago. Here he was ' one of the most brilBrinkman was born in Clayton County, Iowa, liant students, but severe illness caused him to
and is a son of \i\Tilliam and Barbara ( Chris- leave in his junior year. After assisting his
tian) Brinkman, both of whom were born in ·preceptor, Dr. Mabry, for some time, he reGermany. William Brinkman was six months . turned, completed his course, and was graduold when his parents came to America, and he ated with the highest honors of the class of
was reared to maturity in Pittsburg, Pennsyl- 1898, incidentally securing the coveted prize

IJ

r

I

l

HON. JOHN MIL TON OVERMAN

r.

MRS. PHOEBE C. OVERMAN

/

-

AND REPRESENTAT IVE CITIZENS.

✓

of a set of medical books, valued at $50, offered by Dr. Langdon, of New York, to the
·student with the best examination marks.
Thus encouraged, the ambitious young physician locafed in the growing city of Waterloo,
opening a very modest office over a grocery
store on the present site of the Iowa State Bank.
Probably no one but himself can appreciate the
hard discipline of those early years of professional struggle. A stranger, surrounded by a
competent body of already established physicians, it required all the pluck, perseverance
and ability for which his ancestry is noted, to
overcome the obstacles in his professional path.
However, that is now an old story. With acquaintance, his ability became recognized; cordi al good fellowship was established with
brother practitioners, and a lucrative practice
was built up, which has continued to expand.
Dr. Brinkman was married June 19, 1901 ,
t o Elizabeth Sarvay, the only surviving child
of Lotos and Sarah Sarvay, prominent farming people of Black Hawk County. Mrs.
Brinki:nan is a lady of talent and education, and
one of Waterloo's gifted vocalists. She is a
graduate of the \i\Test Waterloo High School,
of Cornell College, Mount Vernon, class of
1900, and is a musician of a high order of ability. Both she and her husband are very prominent members of the First Methodist Episcopal
Church of West Waterloo, in which he is one
of the stewards and a member of the male quartet. Dr. Brinkman owns a handsome residence
at No. 202 Randolph street, adjoining that
of his father-in-law, and has a finely equipped
office in the Lamson Block. He is a valued
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member of the Austin Flint Cedar Valley Medical Society, the American Medical Association,
the Iowa State Medical Society and the Waterloo City Medical Society, and he has been examiner for a number of the leading insurance
and beneficial organizations. Fraternally, he
is connected with a number of the secret orders.
An enthusiast in his profession and one
whose ability is now recognized very generally
through this section, Dr. Brinkman is also a
good citizen and takes an active interest in all
that promotes the welfare of Waterloo. He
is a man of strong convictions, and persists in
the course he believes to be right, with the
same tenacity which has brought about his
prominence in his profession.

m

ON. JOHN MILTON OVERMAN,
one of the early pioneer settlers of
Black Hawk County, Iowa, and the
first mayor of Cedar Falls, of which
city he is the oldest living resident, is honored
and most highly regarded in the city to whose
advancement he has contributed so materially.
Mr. Overman was born November 10, 1817,
in Highland County, Ohio, and is a son of
Elias and Sarah (Cowgill) Overman.
Mr. Overman's boyhood and early youth,
up to the age of 19 years, were spent on his
father's farm and in attendance upon the local
schools. After teaching school for one term,
he decided to fortify himself for the future by
learning a trade, and under his father took instruction and did business in the manufacture
and selling of saddle-trees.

-

580

HISTORY OF BLACK HA WK COUNTY

In 1842 Mr. Overman located in Muscatine
County, Iowa, where he built and conducted a
hotel on the Cedar River, called Overman's
Ferry, and also engaged in farming. In I848,
with his brother Dempsey C., now deceased,
he came to Cedar Falls, then known as Sturgis
Falls, and remained at the Falls for some six
months. He then returned to Muscatine
County where he operated a sawmill until 1850,
after which he made a trip to California. He
did not take the overland trip but went by way
of the Mississippi River to its mouth, then
across the Gulf of Mexico, then through the
Republic of Mexico to Mazatlan on the Pacific
Coast, after which he proceeded by boat up the
coast to San Francisco. After remaining some
eight months in the gold mining districts, he
came back to Iowa by way of the Isthmus of
Panama and New Orleans, arriving in January,
1851, in Cedar Falls, where he has ever since
remained.
There probably was no more picturesque
nor prettier bit of scenery along the course of
the Cedar River, which abounded in the early
days with the beauties of Nature, than that
where Cedar Falls now stands. It is a pretty
place still, situated as it is upon the rolling
banks of the always enchanting stream, but
the virgin beauties as they were provided by
the hand of Nature alone were more impressive.
,vhen G. Paul Sornaneaux, a French trapper
and hunter, and A. J. Taylor, a surveyor, visited this section of Iowa in the summer of 1837,
thereby establishing a claim for them as the first
pioneers of Black Hawk County, though not

the first settlers ( for they did not locate here
permanently), they were much impressed w1tn
the beauty and possible utility of the Cedar
River where the city of Cedar Falls was afterward built, and called it simply "The Falls."
The reason for the name was that in the early
days, before the white settlers came, there was
a shelf of rock here which produced natural
falls. When William Sturgis settled here in
1845 with his wife and a man named Adams,
the place came naturally to be known as Sturgis Falls. and was so designated for a number of years. However, Mr. Overman and his
brother Dempsey C., decided to change the
name of the village from Sturgis Falls to Cedar
Falls, because of the heavy grove of graceful
cedars that grew on the island and lined the
north bank of the stream. The present OYerman home, which has been the location of the
family for more than half a century, is situated
in a pine grove on an eminence at the head of
Sixth street, and from this height in the early
clays the river, skirted by heavy groves of oak,
ash, elm, hickory and the softer varieties of
wood such as cedar, pine, etc., presented an enchanting picture.
Dempsey C. Overman, who came to this
county with our subject in 1848, has the honor
of being the first postmaster of Cedar Falls,
in 1849, at a time when the town was so small
and the quantity of mail received so scant that
he had no regular 6ffice but carried the letters
in the crown of his hat, distributing them to
those for whom they were intended, as l~e
went about the streets of the embryonic city.
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Mr. Overman' s rem1111scences of the early
days are very interesting. He relates that the
first minister to come to the settlement was a
gentleman of Methodist faith and fiery brain,
who created considerable enthusiasm among
the small coterie of people who gathered to hear
him, sometimes in the blacksmith shop, sometimes in the little log cabin which was used as
a school house, and sometimes around the glow
and cheer of Mr. Overman's own fireside.
This man was a typical circuit rider, and ,ns
possessed of a type of piety that inspired confidence. Later other preachers came along this
way and performed their part in keeping the
spiritual condition of the pioneers at a fervent
heat. One of these was Dr. Keeler, an Episcopal clergyman, and another was a Mr. Inglnm,
a Methodist. It is a noteworthy fact that nearly
all the pioneers were religious people, men and
women of courage and conviction who chafed
at the confining limits of their station in life
in the East and set out for the boundless \Vest
in search of fame and fortune. The Overmans
in the early days were generous people, active
in all that pertained to the upbuilding of the religious and moral fabric of the town, generous
to all and commanding the love and respect of
all. Many of the early circuit riders found a
haven of rest and pfa.ce of cheer in the Overman home, with grain for their horses and food
and lodging for themselves.
John Milton Overman became a very prominent business man of Cedar Falls, and engaged
extensively in the milling and lumber business,
and also dealt in real estate. The milling in-

terests of Cedar Falls, now controllled by the
Waterloo & Cedar Falls Union Mill Company,
were organized by him in those early days.
He has always been liberal and public spirited
and has been one of the most useful as well as
one of the most enterprising men of this section. He bas seen the leading enterprises of
Cedar Falls grow from their infancy and has
promoted and fostered them. One of a family
of IO children, reared in the simple faith of the
Society of Friends, he has not been the least
distinguished of this remarkably conspicuous
family.
1\lr. OYerman was married in 1840, m
Highland County, Ohio, to Phcebe J. Cooper,
daughter of Amos Cooper, and to them were
born nine children, eight of whom are now
living. The record is as follows: Sarah J .,
who maried Joseph Chase; Lydia E., deceased
September 3, 1901, who was the wife of Dr.
S. \Vaterbury; Florence, who is the devoted
and tender attendant upon her venerable father:
Martha E., who married G. C. Howland;
Henry C., \Yho married Cora Sanborn; Eel win
E., who married May Cotton, now deceased;
Alfred; Milton C., who married Mrs ..l\Iary
Aikmen; and Fannie E., whose first marriage
was \Yith Edward Williams and her second
,Yith \V. T. M. Aitken.
There is a strange affection existing bet\yeen the Overman and Cooper families, both
families having been of the Quaker faith for
the last four generations and four brothers of
the former family having married four sisters
of the latter. The first marriage was that of
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our subject, John Milton Overman, to Phcebe
Jane Cooper, in Highland County, Ohio, in
1840. Dempsey C. Overman and Leah Cooper
were married in that county one year later. In
1842 John Milton and Dempsey C. Overman
with their wives removed to Muscatine County,
Iowa, accompanied by other brothers of their
parents' family. In 1850 Amos Cooper and
his family came to Iowa and later further alliances were contracted between the younger
members of the two families, William P. Overman marrying Harriet Cooper in 1850 and
Henry C. Overman marrying Dorinda Cooper
in 1852.
\,Vhile never a politician in the sense in
which the word is used at the present day, Mr.
Overman has been an active member of the Republican party and exerted a large measure of
influence. His sole fraternal connection has
been with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. The evening of life has found his head
covered with honor. He is tenderly and lovingly cared for by his daughter Florence and
son Alfred, who attend to his every wish with
that filial devotion which has ever been held
sacred. His sense of hearing has become affected and his voice no longer is strong and resonant, but the mind is still quite strong and
bright and in memory's chambers there are
many precious pictures of the early days. He
shares with others the honorable distinction of
bl azing the path of civilization through the
beautiful Cedar Valley. Portraits of Mr. and
Mrs. Overman, the latter of whom is now deceaseJ, accompany this sketch.

m

ICHOLAS FEDERSPIEL, presdent
of the Waterloo Ice & Fuel Company,
is one of the prominent business men
of Waterloo, Iowa, controlling a large
storage and transfer establishment in addition
to the above mentioned enterprise. Mr. Federspiel was born in the Grand Duchy of Luxemburg, Europe, June 4, 1858, and is a son of
Peter Federspiel, who is a farmer of Fox town-'
ship, Black Hawk County.
Before he had reached his 14th birthday,
Mr. Federspiel had acquired a very fair knowledge of both German and French, and was considered one of the brightest students in the local
•
school, receiving the highest honors of h'is·
class. His father was an agriculturist but the
lad was ambitious to see the world, and was not
willing to settle down to the life of a small
farmer. Ignoring the wishes of the youth to
make an individual start on a career in Paris,
his judicious father consented that he should
accept an uncle's invitation to come to him
in Jackson County, Iowa, and paid his passage
money. Young Nicholas reached his destination safely, with a capital of $1.30 and a French
gold coin. The latter he kept for a long time,
but later sold it for $20-probably several times
its real value.
The subject of this sketch had the advantage of coming to friends in the new country,
with whom he could converse in his own language, but he soon realized that to succeed, as
he intended to do, he must conquer the perplexities of the English language. After a
short time on his uncle's farm, he entered the
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employ of a physician, where he met a young the position of bookkeeper for the Northey
girl who became interested in assisting hin1. Manufacturing Company of vVest Waterloo.
Later he engaged a tutor and attended a pri- Frank is a student in, the \Vaterloo Commervate school, and with determination acquired cial College. The family belong to the Cathoa correct pronunciation and knowledge of the lic Church, and the subject of this sketch is
treasurer of the building committee of St. JoE1iglish language.
Mr. Federspiel then came to Black Ha,Yk seph's Catholic Church. Politically, he is a
County and worked on a farm near Gilberts- stanch Democrat, and was a delegate to the
ville for about three years, and subsequently State Democratic Convention in 1904. Fraclerked in a retail grocery store in Waterloo ternally, he belongs to the Royal Arcanum and
for four years. He afterward accepted a po- the Elks.
sition with the Philadelphia Clothing House,
where he remained 15 years, accumulating both
ILLIAM STEW ARD, who is sucexperience and capital, which proved of value
cessfully engaged in the tilling of
in the establishing of a small grocery business
the soil in Black Hawk County,
for himself. With increased capital he enlarged
Iowa, lives upon his handsome farm
his business, and conducted the grocery house
of Federspiel & Company for five years. About of 390 acres, known as "Forest Farm," situ1900 he built his transfer and storage ware- ated in sections 13, 14 and 23, Spring Creek
house on Lafayette street, which does an ex- township. He was born in Illinois, near Chicellent business. In 1901 and 1902, he carried cago, November 7, 1855, and is a son of John
on an implement store on Sycamore street. and Bendena (Nason) Steward, the former a
vVhen the \Vaterloo Ice & Fuel Company was native of Indiana County, Pennsylvania, and
organized, he was elected president, as a man of the latter a native of Spelle, Germany.
John Steward died when William ,vas a
capital and marked executive ability, and this
position he still holds. He is a director in small boy, and the latter was raised by his
the Waterloo Building & Loan Association and grandparents. Mrs. Steward came to America
owns property in the city, including a comfort- when 14 years old, and is now living at Hudson, Iowa, at the age of 70 years. She is the
able home in East Waterloo.
In 1882, Mr. Federspiel married Katie mother of two boys, vVilliam, and Benjamin,
Kaseht, who was born at Lemont, Illinois. They who resides at Greensboro, Maryland.
\Villiam Steward was taken to Cedar Counhave two sons-Henry and Frank. Henry attended the Waterloo schools, and at the age of ty, Iowa, when a small child, and given into the
care of his grandparents, who raised him until
l 5 years was a pupil in the Waterloo Commercial College, and later, in St. Joseph's College he was 1 1 years old. He then went to Johnsat Dubuque. At the age of 19 years, he holds town, Pennsylvania, with his mother and step-
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father, and worked for 18 years at farming and
iron work. On March 12, 1885, Mr. Steward
c1me to this county and began the cultivation
of his present farm, which is now equal to any
in the county. Mr. Steward carries on general
fa rming and stock raising with successful results, and has reached a high position among
the successful business men of the county. Politically, Mr. Steward is a Republican, and is
at present serving as township trustee and as
a school officer.
On January 5, 1882, the subject of this
sketch was married to Sarah J. Duncan, who
,,·as born in Indiana County, Pennsylvania,
A ugust 22, 1853, and is a daughter of J ames
J. Duncan. They are the parents of seven
children, namely: Sanford; Carrie; Laura;
H arrison; Roy; \iVilliam K. and Florence L.
::-Ir. Steward and his family are members of
the Progressive Brethren Church.

D

OHN P. BILLER, who is engaged in
general farming, stock raising and
dairying in Black Hawk County, is a
prominent and highly esteemed resident of Bennington township, where he resides
on a well-cultivated farm of 120 acres in Sections 8 and 17. He was born on his present
farm March 17, 1874, and is a son of Anthony
J. and Anna M. (Zuraff) Biller, the former a
native of Wittenberg, Germany, and the latter,
born in the vicinity of Berlin, Germany.
Anthony J. Biller and Anna M. Zuraff
came to America when young people, and were

married at Independence, Iowa. In 1869, they
came to Black Hawk County, where Mr. Biller
purchased l 20 acres in Bennington township
which is now occupied by John P. Biller. At
the time Mr. Biller settled on this land it was
all wild prairie, and he immediately built a
small frame house and began the cultivation
of the tract. This he continued until his death,
on December 1, 1898. The death of his wife
took place August 9, 1903. Mr. Biller was a.
veteran of the War of the Rebellion, and served
four years and three months. He was engaged
in many battles and skirmishes, and was shot
in the ankle at the battle of Shiloh, the wound
almost making him a cripple for life. Mr. Bil!er was well known in this county, and
deserving of mt1ch credit for his work in promoting its development. He took an active
part in all movements which tended to the advancement of his county, and assisted in locating many families within its limits. Politically,
he was a Democrat, although he never aspired
to any office. Mr. and Mrs. Biller were the
parents of four children, namely: Frank, who
died at the age of 16 years; John P.; Mary C.,
who is the wife of Herman Bongartz of Bennington township; and Maggie, who is the wife
of \Villiam Leonard, of the same township.
Mr. and Mrs. Biller were members of St. Jo;;eph's Catholic Church of Waterloo.
John P. Biller obtained his mental training in the common schools of Black Hawk
County, and has always resided on the old
homestead farm, and carried on general farming, stock raising and dairying. He purchased
the old homestead of 120 acres in 1902, and
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srnce has taken much interest in its improvement. He raises oats, corn and hay and breeds
Shorthorn cattle and Poland-China hogs. Politically, he is a Democrat.
On October 9, 1900, Mr. Biller was married
to Estella Penne, of Eagle township, a daughter of Peter and Mary (Taggart) Penne, the
former a native of Germany, and the latter of
Dubuque, Iowa. Mrs. Penne died in December,
1901. Mr. and Mrs. Biller are the parents of
brn children, namely: Margaret G., and an
infant son, Francis Luverne. Both parents are
members of St. Joseph's Catholic Church, of
\Vaterloo, Iowa.

ILLIAM RUDEL, whose excellent
farm of 160 acres is situated in section 24, Poyner township, Black
Hawk County, is a well known and
highly respected citizen of the county. He was
born in Wittenberg, Germany, March 16, 1851,
and is a son of Christian and Rachel ( Barenger) Rudel.
Christian Rudel and his wife were also born
in Wittenberg, where the former carried on
a small farm and follO\Yed the trade of shoemaking. With the idea of improving his condition and providing a better future for his
children, he decided to migrate to America.
In 1852, with his family, he took passage on
a sailing vessel, and after a voyage of 40 days
landed at Castle Garden, New York, whence
he came immediately to the 'v\T est, joining
friends at Freeport, Illinois. He soon secured

a farm of 90 acres in Stephenson County, where
he lived until the close of his life; he died in
1898, his wife having passed away in 1887.
Both were worthy members of the German
Methodist Church. They had 12 children, of
whom six survive, as follows: Katherine,
wife of Louis W ernerke, of Illinois; Louisa,
wife of Jacob Fye, of Illinois; John, of Minneapolis, Minnesota; William; Christian, of Kansas; and Rachel, wife of John H. Baker, of
East Waterloo township.
William Rudel was an infant when his
parents came to America. He attended the
schools of Stephenson County, Illinois, and remained in that State until 30 years old. There
he was married, and in 1882, came to Black
Hawk County and bought his present farm in
Poyner township. The small house on the place
became a comfortable dwelling after he had remodeled it, and ere long suitable buitdings of
all kinds were erected, and up to the present
time improvements ~re still going on. A general line of farming is carried on, oats, corn
and hay are grown, and he raises some very
good horses and other stock. Mr. Rudel believes more in quality than in quantity. He
also does some dairying; in fact, his farm is
i11ade to pay in every particular. He is thoroughly practical and understands his business,
and hence meets with success. He began with
limited means, but his persevering industry has
had its reward.
In 1881, Mr. Rudel was married to Margaret Banger, of Stephenson County, Illinois,
and they have four intelligent children, as fol10\YS: Della M., Floyd E., Edith E., and Sa-
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die K. The family belong to the Methodist
Episcopal Church.
Politically, Mr. Rudel is identified with the
Republican party. He is a school director, and
has found time to fill other local offices. He
is well known as one of the honest, upright
and useful citizens of Poyner township.

was necessarily of the most primitive character,
and this was fortunate, as upon her fell not only
the rearing of the large family, but the entire
manufacture of their clothing, from the spinning of the thread from flax grown from seed,
which her 0\\·n busy hands had sown. Mr. Berry
can recall when all the grain had to be hauled
120 miles to Chicago, and sold for from 33 to
50 cents a bushel, and the price of a bolt of
AMUEL BERRY, a highly esteemed cloth was a load of corn. The traveling shoeresident of Waterloo, Iowa, was for maker made an annual visit, when each pair
many years a successful agricultur- of feet was shod for the year, but fashions were
ist of Black Hawk'County, of which no disturbing elements in those days. If a
he is now one of the leading capitalists. Mr. man posessed any article of clothing which
Berry's career is one of exceeding interest as satisfied himself, he was at liberty to wear ithe came to this locality with the early settlers even a straw hat through the winter storms,
and, through his own efforts, has shared in the if it so pleased him-for which he was more
general prosperity of the country. Mr. Berry commended than criticised. These tales of the
was born in Shefford, Province of Quebec, Can- indomitable energy and wonderful courage and
ada, February 27, 1825, and is a son of John perseverance, which have resulted in the development of the gigantic resources of the great
and Rebecca (Bunker) Berry.
John Berry and his wife were natives of \Vest, 111:ust always possess interest for the
New Hampshire, and were people of energy younger generations. And what children have
and thrift. They have a family of IO children gone out from these pioneers homes! Their
eight of whom reached maturity, but the ven- rearing was directed with frugality and induserable subject of this biography is the only try as the fundamental principles of living, and
survivor. Until he reached the age of 21 years, they were also schooled in unselfishness and
he remained in his native place and then ac- taught the tenets of some religious faith.
Under such conditions was Mr. Berry
companied his parents in their removal to Stephenson County, Illinois, where the father and reared and from such a home he removed to
mother died. The year 1847 found that por- Illinois, and later to Iowa. His whole capital
tion of Illinois still under pioneer conditions, was $100 when he went to Illinois. In its inand, in looking back across the years to those vestment he displayed the excellent judgment
days, Mr. Berry is disposed to wonder at the for ,Yhich he has always been noted, bnyi ng
courage and capacity shown by his resourceful slightly improved land in section 24, Eagle
New England moth er. Their housekeeping township, and in section 19, Big Creek town-
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ship, Black Hawk County, paying from $8 to
$15 and $30 per acre. He bought large bodies
of land in this way, disposing of them with
better improvements and continually adding t~
his acreage. He has expended thousands of
dollars in improvements in various sections,
and now owns some 1,500 acres of well improved land in Black :f!awk County. At one
time he also owned a large tract in Tama
County. His time is occupied in looking after
these interests. Time has touched him so
gently that, in spite of his 79 years, he is quite
capable, both mentally and physically, to attend to his own material affairs.
On May 11, 1850, Mr. Berry was united
in marriage with Charlotte Allard, a most estimable lady, who was born in Canada, and
is a daughter of Henry and Christina (Mock)
Allard. The former was born in New Hampshire, and the latter in Canada. Mr. and Mrs.
Berry have two daughters-Sophia and Anzelletta. The fornier is the wife of Martin L.
Newton, who is chief engineer of the Waterloo,
Cedar Falls & Northern Railway Company.
The latter is the wife of Ezra S. Newton, who
operates the home farm in section 24, Eagle
township; they have three sons-Samuel, Albert C. and Ralph Allard. The death of Albert, the only son of Mr. and Mrs. Berry, in
1880, at the age of 23 years, was a blow from
which his parents have scarcely recovered.
While prudently looking after his own interests, Mr. Henry has always been liberal
minded and public spirited. One notable enterprise was the makmg of the road two miles
ea st of Blue House road. ·w hen Mr. Berry
32

purchased this property it contained a slough
of half a mile. In the clearing out, draining
and ditching, he spent a large amount of money,
and the excellent roadway he constructed is
now used as a public highway. This is but one
instance of the devotion of his money, time
and labor to the public welfare. He pays heavy
taxes and contributes liberally to educational
and charitable organizations. The growing of
sorghum on his farm has proved very profitable in recent years, and during the season of
1885 3,200 gallons of a high grade of syrup
were manufactur~d, and 2,000 pounds of a
superior quality of sugar. Mr. Berry grew the
Amber cane, which under the conditions found
on his farm proved wonderfully productive.
He has modern machinery and fine equipments
for caring for the cane and its products, and
carried on the business with his two sons-inlaw, the Newton brothers, until the plant was
burned, about 1897.
In April, 1876, Mr. and Mrs. Berry came
first to Black Hawk County, and have been
continuous residents ever since. In 1902, Mr.
Berry purchased the Allen residence at No.
302 High street, Waterloo, which is one of
the most modern and elegant homes of the c.ity.
It continues to be a very hospitable one, both
Mr. and Mrs. Berry having a very wide circle
of attached friends. By her gentle disposition
and amiable attributes, Mrs. Berry has particularly endeared herself to those who have beer,
admitted to intimacy. In the kindness of their
hearts, they reared and educated r6 hoys, who
had been thrown upon the world and all became
worthy members of society.
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In his early voting days, Mr. Berry was a
Horatio G. Sage was born September 3,
stanch old-line Whig; since the formation of r822, near Syracuse, New York, and was a
the Republican party, he has been closely iden- son of Giles and Freelove ( P~tter) Sage, and
tified with it. He has never consented to accept a descendant of one of the Puritans who came
political preferment, but has never failed to over in the "Mayflower." The father of Horaperform the citizen's duty of casting his vote. tio G. Sage was of Welsh and Connecticut anHe has lived a long and useful life, has done cestry, while the mother was of real old Purimuch toward developing this section, has gained 'tan stock, born in Rhode Island. They lived
far more than a competency, and enjoys in an in New York where they reared the following
unusual measure the esteem and friendship of children: Horatio G. ; George (deceased), of
those with whom he has been so long associated. Black Hawk County; Amanda (deceased), who
Mr. and Mrs. Berry have a fund of anec- was the wife of Joseph Orvis, of Los Angeles,
dotes and interesting reminiscences of pioneer California; and Caroline (deceased), who was
clays. Their excellent memories make the tell- the wife of Edward Belding, of Buffalo, N cw
ing of these most entertaining. They have been York. Horatio G. Sage was reared in the State
personally acquainted with many of those whose of New York, attended the local schools, and
services to the State have made their names learned the trade of a carpenter and wagonnotable in history, and have entertained not a maker. In 1852 he moved to Boone County,
few of them in their home. A whole volume Illinois, where he was engaged in farming and
could be produced from their personal recol- working at his trade until the spring of 1866.
lections-many of them based on their own Then he came to Black Hawk County Iowa,
experiences-and these would satisfy a long- and purchased 80 acres of well situated land
felt desire for really interesting as well as re- in Bennington township, which had only been
liable books of pioneer history. It remains for improved by the erection of a small house ancl
one of tl1eir intelligent young descendants to stable. To this acreage Mr. Sage added until
preserve their reminiscences in lasting form.
he owned 320 acres, in the improvement of
which he continued as long as physical vigor
permitted. His death occurred October 27,
RNEST E. SAGE, one of the leading 1879, at the age of 58 years. His widow now
farmers and prominent and represen- resides with her son, Ernest E. Sage. Mr.
tative citizens of Bennington townSage built many of the school houses in Black
ship, Black Hawk County, who owns Hawk County and many other structures; he
a finely improved farm of 280 acres in section worked also as a wagon-maker and operated
18, was born in Boone County, Illinois, Decem- the first sorghum mill in Bennington township.
ber 18, 1859, and is a son of Horatio G. and He was a Republican in politics, and served
P zirthena (Smith) Sage.
many years as a justice of the peace. In his
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native state he belonged to the Masonic fraternity, but never established active relations
in Iowa. Mr. Sage was a well known man,
and one who was very highly respected for his
many sterling traits of character.
On January 15, 1855, Horatio G. Sage and
Parthena Smith were united in marriage. She
was born in March, 1824, in Onondaga County,
New York, and is a daughter of Samuel and
Fannie (Chaffee) Smith, the latter of whom
was born in Connecticut. Mr. Smith began
life with no capital except his ax , with which
he went to work in the \YOods and literally
hewed his way to fortune, becoming the owner
of gristmills, sawmills and cider mills. The
parents of Mrs. Horatio G. Sage died in ImYa.
in old age. The two survivors of their 13
children are: Parthena, and Samuel, of \Vaterloo. To Horatio G. Sage and his wife were
born five children, as follovvs: Almeda T.,
widow of Dwight Gookins, of Los Angeles,
California; Harriet, wife of John F. Gibbs,
of New Castle, Nebraska; Giles W., a mail
carrier, formerly engaged in teaching; Ernest
E.; and Fred C., a physician of Waterloo, who
graduated at the College of Physicians and
Surgeons at Chicago and married Katherine
Schenk.
The subject of this sketch attended the home
schools, those at Waterloo, and the Iowa State
N onnal School at Cedar Falls. For about l 5
years he spent his summers engaged in farming
and his winters in teaching, making many
friends and adding to his means.
On April 9, 1890, Ernest E . Sage was married to Elizabeth Schenk, who was born Janu-
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ary 9, 1869, in Black Hawk County, and is a
daughter of Joseph and Maria (Geiser) Schenk,
natives of Wurtemberg, Germany. Mr. and
Mrs. Schenk came to America in 1864, and
reared a family of nine children, as foll ows:
Joseph, who is in the nursery business in Iowa;
John M., of the Waterloo Novelty \Vorks;
Elizabeth; Erwin, a physician at Des Moines,
ImYa; Katherine, wife of Dr. Fred C. Sage;
Lena, wife of Clifford Gibbs, of New Castle,
Nebraska; Casper, a graduate of the State University of Iowa, now in his second year at
Harvard; \Villiam, a farmer at Anoka, Minnesota; and Ernest E., a student at the low'\
State Normal School.
Mr. and Mrs. Sage have a family of seven
children, namely: Russell H., born l\Iarch 22,
1891; Frances J., born September 20, 1892;
Ernest E., born March 20, 1894; \Villiam C.,
born January 17, 1896; Joseph G., born October 26, 1897; Evan V., born August 20, 1899;
and Elizabeth P., born December 14, 1901.
In 1899, Mr. Sage erected his beautiful
residence and in the following year he built one
of the substantial barns which testify to the
abundant crops produced on the great fertile
farms of Iowa. Mr. Sage raises oats, corn
and hogs, feeding all his grain. He pays close
attention to the raising of hogs, producing
those which come to the consumer in the form
of the choicest bacon. His cattle are Polled
Angus, and his horses are bred mainly for draft
purposes. In · addition, he carries on a fine
dairy, the products of which find ready sale
at \Yaterloo.
Politically, Mr. Sage is a Democrat, and he
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has been very prominently associated with
township affairs. For six years he served as
township clerk; one term as assessor; two terms
as treasurer and a long period on the School
Board, and as justice of the peace. His fraternal connection is with the Modern Woodmen
of America, Camp No. 2059, of Waterloo. He
and his wife are well known throughout the
county, having many pleasant social ties and
enjoying the esteem of every one. They belong to the Methodist Episcopal Church.

m

NSON THEODORE HUKILL, superintendent of the public schools of
West Waterloo, Iowa, is an educator
whose scholarly attainments are
known all over the State. Professor Hukill
was born October 4, 1858, in Ohio, and is a
son of Joseph C. and Mary Jane (Hall) Hukill, and a grandson of Joseph Hukill, who was
of German descent.
The parents of Professor Hukill were born
in Virginia. The mother was a daughter of
John Wesley and Eliza Ann (Williams) Hall,
these families being long established in the
Old Dominion. The father has spent the greater
part of his life in Iowa, and is now a resident
of Cedar Rapids. They had a family of five
children, of whom four survive, namely: Anson Theodore; Aaron L., who is on the old
homestead in Iowa County, and has two children-Mabel and Stanley; Eddie, who married
Samuel C. Berry, lives on the old homestead,
and has one child-Lena; and Rolla C., the

assistant superintendent of the State Industrial
School in Golden, Colorado, who married Dora
Laughlin.
The subject of this sketch was three years
old when his parents settled in Iowa County,
Iowa, and he obtained his early mental training
in the public schools of Keota, Keokuk County.
The limited circumstances of his father at that
time, and .the illness of a younger brother, necessitated Anson's attention to the home farm
far beyond the time of his inclination in that
direction. He was ambitious and was determined, in spite of drawbacks, to acquire an
education which would fit him for professional
life. Thus, while his summers were devotee!
to farming, both on his father's land and on that
of the neighbors, his winters were given over
to school. He secured educational advantages
at the Iowa City Academy, and later at the
State University of Iowa, and was most creditably graduated at the latter institution in 1887.
Professor Hukill then went to Westbranch,
Cedar County, where he was retained as principal of the High School, for five years. For
seven years he was principal of the Williamsburg High School. He came to West Waterloo in 1899, since which time he has most efficiently filled the arduous position of superintendent of its public schools. His administration has been marked with very noticeable progress in educational methods, and has stimulated an encouraging demand for higher scholastic attainments. The satisfactory results of
his superintendency show his qualifications both
as educator and executive.
On July 28, 1887, the subject of this sketch
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was married to Josephine V. Van Metre, a
daughter of Jacob and Susan ( Moore) Van
Metre, who was born at Rock Island, Illinois.
They have one son, Olin, who was born in
Westbranch, Iowa, in 1890. The pleasant family home is situated at No. 820 West Fourth
street, where Professor Hukill finds many
hours of enjoyment in a well selected library.
Politically, the Professor is a Republican.
· Fraternally he is a Mason, having entered the
organization at Williamsburg, and he now affiliates with Lodge No. 105, A. F. & A. M., of
Waterloo. He belongs also to Lodge No. 51,
I. 0. 0. F., of Waterloo, and takes an active
interest in both orders. Professor Hukill and
his wife are prominent members of the Methodist Episcopal Church.

m

EV. JAMES P. TAKEN, pastor of
St. Mary's of Mount Carmel Catholic Church, of Eagle township, Black
Hawk County, Iowa, has had this im·
portant parish in his charge since 1898. Father;
Taken was born January 4, 1865, at Dubuque,
Iowa, and is a son of Bernard and Alice ( Savage) Taken.
Both parents of Father Taken were born in
County Down, Ireland, and came to America
in 1851. Landing in New York, they came
across the continent as far as Dubuque, Iowa.
Mr. Taken soon found remunerative employment, as he was a skilled mechanic, and succeeded in almost everything he undertook. Until 1876, he followed contracting, and then set-
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tied on a farm. Before that, bowever, in 1864,
he had visited the gold fields of Idaho, where
he was engaged in mining about two years
with good success. He was able to dispose of
his claims there to advantage, when he wished
to return to Iowa. He continued to operate
his farm until 1904, and then retired to Dubuque, where he is now living among his children, enjoying ease and comfort, and respected
by all who know him. He and his wife had nine
children, as follows: Margaret; Laurence;
Sarah ( now Sister Clare, of the convent of the
Sisters of Mercy, at Dubuque) ; James P.;
Thomas; Alice ( now Sister Sebastian, of the
Dominican convent, at Racine, Wisconsin) ;
Bernard ; Agnes and Gertrude. The beloved
mother of this family died June 5, 1904, aged
68 years. She had lived to see all of her children grown and holding honorable and useful
positions in the world, and all, like herself, consistent members of the Catholic Church.
Father Taken received his preliminary education in the parochial schools of Dubuque.
where he was prepared for St. Joseph's Colle~e. There he took the classical and philosophical courses, and then went to Grande
Seminary at Montreal for his training in theology. After three years of instruction he was
ordained March 19, 1892, by Archbishop Hennessey, of Dubuque. His first charge was at
Forest City, ·W innebago County, Iowa. From
there he attended to the congregations at Lake
Mills, Thompson, Buffalo Center, Northwood,
Swea City and Armstrong. This covered more
than mo square miles of territory all we11
populated; during his six and a half years of
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service at these points, he built several churches
and parochial residences.
Since 1898, Father Taken has been stationed in Eagle township, where he ministers
to about 400 souls. The church of St. Mary's
of Mount Carmel is built on a beautiful eminence, a mile and a half east of Eagle Center,
eight miles from La Porte City on the west,
and ro miles south of \!Vaterloo. Many substarntial improvements have been made here
since Father Taken took charge, and many additions have been made to the parish.
The subject of this sketch is a genial, social gentleman, combining with his learning
the high-bred courtesy of his calling. He is
justly respected and beloved throughout the
county, regardless of religious creed. Politically he is disposed to lean toward the Democratic party, but takes no active part in public
matters beyond casting his influence in the
direction of morality, and endeavoring to inculcate the principles of good citizenship.

operated by his son, \!Villiam S. He made all
the excellent improvements here, and was considered one of the township's best farmers. His
death took place in 1902. He and his wife had
seven children, six of whom still survive,
namely: Margaret (Mrs. J. W. Klinefelter),
of Waterloo; Elizabeth ( Mrs. Webb Shank),
of Hudson; Jennie (Mrs. Rant High), of
Jesup; Lillie (Mrs. William Cummings), of
Hudson; Dora (Mrs. J. W. Brees), of Reinbeck; and William S.
In politics, Samuel Gibson was always identified with the Republican party, and at various times he was selected for local offices, having been road supervisor, school director and
assessor. Mrs. Gibson still survives and re-

sides in Hudson.
William S. Gibson obtained his mental
training in the district schools of his neighborhood and remained at home until he was 23
years of age. He then began farming for
himself, renting land until the spring of 1903,
at which time he purchased 80 acres of his
1 present farm. Mr. Gibson carries on general
ILLIAM S. GIBSON, who operates farming raising corn, barley, oats and hay in
a fine farm of 160 acres, located great abundance. He breeds cattle, horses and
in sections S and 8, Lincoln town- hogs, and maintains a dairy with 13 cows, disship, Black Hawk County, having posing of his milk in Hudson, to the co-opera80 acres in each section, was born October 31, tive creamery.
In 1891 Mr. Gibson married Nina Hoag,
1871, on his father's farm in this township.
who is a daughter of Henry Hoag. She was
He is a son of Samuel and Ma1:y (Whaylen)
born in Illinois, and came here with her parGibson.
in infancy. Mr. Gibson and his wife have
ents
Samuel Gibson was born in Ireland and his
wife in the State of New York. In 1851 the eight children, namely: Floyd S:, Pearl H.,
former came to America, and a little later to Clarence C., Harry \IV., James L., Mary, Gerlowa, settling on the farm now owned and trude G. and Hazel, all bright, interesting chil-
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dren, who are surrounded with every influence
to make them grow into intelligent, useful
members of society.
In politics, Mr. Gibson is a Republican,
and is serving as a member of the local School
Board. He is one of the solid, substantial,
representative citizen of his locality.
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only felt as a severe blow to a most devoted
family, but as a loss to the community. In
politics he identified himself with the Republican party, and capably and honestly served
in minor offices. He was one of the principal
promoters of the telephone company, and was
its president. He was always interested in matters pertaining to the general welfare. Notably kind and charitable, he had warm friends
on every side. Although a member of no re0. SMITH, a prominent farmer and ligious body, his life spoke for itself, filled as
highly respected citizen of Lincoln it was with acts of real Christianity.
In 1863, in La Salle County, Illinois, Mr.
township, Black Hawk County, the
occupant of a fine, fertile farm of 240 Smith married Elizabeth Pitcher, who was
acres, situated in section 8, was born on this born in Dutchess County, New York, December
farm, September 25, 1865. He is a son of 27, 1839. The four children resulting from
this union were-Ernest 0., Rhoda J. and John
Simon L. and Elizabeth (Pitcher) Smith.
Simon L. Smith was born April 21, 1836, Alfred (twins), deceased, and Minnie, wif e of
in Franklin County, New York, and was a Robert E. Smith.
Ernest 0. Smith was schooled in Lincoln
son of Thomas and Abigail Smith, who settled
in Illinois in 1853. From La Salle County, township, and remained on the home farm
Illinois, Simon L. Smith enlisted August 13, until he reached the age of 18 years, when he
1861, as a member of Company F, 36th Reg. made a trip to California, where he remained
Illinois Vol. Inf., and served through the cam- one year. After he came back to Iowa, he spent
paign which ended for him at Stone River. two years in working by the month, and then
There he was wounded in the head and a little rented the home farm, and has remained on this
'
later an exploding shell dislocated his shoulder property ever since. Mr. Smith has proved himand broke his arm. This incapacitated him for self a capable, practical agriculturist. Besides
a long period. In the spring of 1863, he ac- cultivating the large home property, he rents
companied his parents to Black Hawk County, So additional acres for pasturage, and does an
Iowa, and resided upon the same farm continu- extensive business in raising stock. He carously until March 29, 1904, when he retired ries on general farming, making specialties of
corn, oats and barley, and succeeds in making
to Hudson, where his death took place, on May
3rd following. He had long been one of the every part of his farm give a good account of
most enterprising farmers and best citizens of · itself.
Bbck Hawk County, and his death was not
In 1891, Mr. Smith married Della A. Mor-

[I
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row, who is a daughter of Richard Morrow,
of Waterloo, Iowa. She presides capably over
their pleasant home, and assists in showing
hospitality to their many friends.
Politically, a Republican, Mr. Smith takes
an active interest in local affairs, and has served
the township as road supervisor, giving excellent satisfaction.

[I

SIMPSON, assistant cashier of the
Union State Bank of La Porte City,
Iowa, an ex-member of the City Council and a prominent and useful citizen, was born October 28, 1858, at Port Byron,
Rock Island County, Illinois, and is a son of
Thomas and Eliza (Fisher) Simpson.
The subject of this sketch is of English
descent on the paternal side, and of German
descent on tlie maternal. Some of the earlier
Simpsons took part in the War of 1812.
Thomas Simpson was born November 3, 18u,
in 'vVestmoreland County, Pennsylvania. He
moved to Illinois in 1854, and died on his
farm in that State on February 24, 1873. At
his funeral, although in the depth of winter,
the general esteem in which he was held was
shown by the attendance of so many friends
and neighbors, that the funeral cortege was
fully a half mile long. He was always an active
and useful member of the Republican party, and
had been honored with office upon many occas;ons, having served acceptably as assessor and
township supervisor, and as recruiting officer
d11rin~ the Civil War. He married Eliza Fisher,

who was born January 27, 1818, in Pennsylvania, and died in Illinois, January 1, 1900.
The seven children of this marriage were as
follows : Mrs. Sarah Reynolds, deceased;
James, of Cordova, Illino1s; Eliza J., widow of
Dr. Wilson Fleming, of Port Byron, Illinois;
John F., of Pueblo, Colorado; Jesse, of Port
Byron; Wesley; and the subject of this sketch.
E. Simpson was reared on a farm and completed his studies in the public schools in l 878.
In the following year, he taught one term of
school, and then went to Moline, Illinois, where
he was employed as bill clerk by the American
Express Company, and there began to learn
telegraphing. In April, 1880, he returned to
Port Byron as a telegraph operator for the
Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway Com.pany, with which he remained three years. He
then served as agent of the B. C. R. & N.
Railway Company at Washburn and La Porte
City from 1884 until 1901, a period of 17
years. Since October, 1900, he has filled his
present position.
During his residence in La Porte City, Mr.
Simpson has been prominently identified with
the city's business interests, and has been closely
associated with its civic affairs. He has been
city recorder, and is a member of the City
Council, and for the past four years has been
treasurer of the School Board.
On July 24, 1884, Mr. Simpson was married to Libbie Howard, who was born July 4,
1860, near Canandaigua, New York, and died
at La Porte City, Iowa, July 27, 1895, leaving
one child, Howard G. On March 7, 1899, Mr.
Simpson was married to Eva L. Dawson, of

.

JOHN T . COOLIDGE
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\!V'aterloo, who is a daughter of David Dawson,
of Bushnell, Illinois. One child has been born
to this union. Mr. and Mrs. Simpson are members of the Presbyterian Church.
Fraternally, Mr. Simpson is a very prominent member of the K. 0. T. M., being one of
the charter members of Crystal Lake Tent, No.
33, having been its commander for two years.
He belongs also to Sycamore camp, No. 34,
M odern Woodmen of America, of Port Byron,
Illinois, and to Narcissus Lodge, No. 192, K.
of P., of La Porte City, Iowa.

.

I]

OHN T. COOLIDGE, president of the
Security Savings Bank which is located at No. 301 East Fourth street,
Waterloo, Iowa, ranks among the
foremost of Waterloo's successful business
men. He has identified himself largely with
the interests of the city, aiding in its development by his connection with various enterprises. The Security Savings Bank was the
first financial institution in the city to pay particular attention to the savings feature, which
is attributable to the foresight and business
sagacity of Mr. Coolidge. The extensive and
rapidly increasing business of the institution
indicates a general appreciation of the facilities thus provided for earning and accumulating. The bank was organized September I,
1900, with a capital stock of $50,000, paid in
full. The statement of April 30, 1904, shows
the total resources to be $249,042.98, and deposits, $189,602.12. The surplus and the un-
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divided profits as shown by the statement
amount to $8,404.40. The officers are: J. T.
Coolidge, president; W. F.. Curtiss, vice-president; and E. Coolidge, cashier. The directorate includes, besides the above named officials, the following gentlemen: George P.
Beck, Sr., 0. J. Fullerton, Frank J. Fowler, J.
W. Arbuckle, Ed Mullany and W. M. Law.
Mr. Coolidge was born in Watertown, New
York, in 1827, and until he was 19 years of
age was reared on a farm, receiving a commonschool education. He was then engaged in
clerking at Watertown until 1853, and afterward spent that and the two succeeding years
in California, where he was engaged in mining
and merchandising. Returning to New York,
he was engaged in the dry goods business at
Watertown, for a period of eight years. .Ln
1863 he removed to Evansville, Indiana, where
he continued until 1874, and then located in
New York City. In 1877, he came West to
Waterloo, Iowa, establishing the dry goods
house of J. T. Coolidge & Company, which is
remembered as the first dry goods store of any
importance on the East Side. The company's
place of business was at Nos. 202-204 East
Fourth street, the present location of Welch
Brothers. It was for years the largest store of
its kind in Waterloo.
John T. Coolidge has been thrice married.
He and his present wife reside in one of the
finest homes in the city, located on the corner
of Third and Mulberry streets. His only son
died in 1874, at the age of 14 years. His two
daughters died at the age of 24 years, one at
\Vaterloo, Iowa, and the other, at Santa Bar-
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hara, California. The subject of this sketch
joined the Odd Fellows in California in 1853,
but is not now a member of any order. He is
a member of the Piresbyterian Church, and recently donated $5,000 to the Synodical Presbyterian Hospital at Waterloo. He has ever been
willing to contribute to the support of worthy
enterprises, and is charitably inclined. His
portrait accompanies this sketch.

II

EWIS CLARK, a highly respected and
esteemed citizen of Black Hawk
County, Iowa, owns and operates a
fine farm of 320 acres in section 24,
Spring Creek township. Mr. Clark has ably
performed his share of the work of making
this one of the best agricultural counties in
the State of Iowa. He was born in Bedford
County, Pennsylvania, February 7, 1844, and
is a son of John and Barbara (Markel) Clark.
John Clark brought his family to this county
in 1850, driving all the way. Upon his arrival
he entered land which is now a part of Lewis
Clark's present farm, and built a log cabin
about 18 by 20 feet in siz.e, in which he and his
family lived for about ro years. Mr. Clark
divided his farm consisting of 160 acres between two of his sons, giving each 80 acres.
Mr. Clark was born in Bedford County, Pennsylvania, and died here when 75 years of age.
He was one of the first settlers of this region.
His wife was also born in Bedford County,
Pennsylvania, and died here at the age of 80
years. They were the parents of eight chi!-

dren, one of whom died in Missouri and six
of whom remained in this county. Mr. Clark's
father was a Revolutionary soldier. Politically, he was a Democrat.
Lewis Clark was six years of age when his
parents came to this region; there was but one
log house between them and Waterloo, and
Cedar Rapids was the nearest market. Mr.
Clark has a well cultivated farm, and has built
a large and handsome dwelling.
In April, 1864, Mr. Clark was married to
Hester Ann Howell, who was born in Indiana,
in 1845, and is a daughter of Stephen Howell,
one of the first pioneers to enter this region.
His son, James Howell, now a resident of
Colorado, is said to have been the first white
child born in this county. The subject of this
sketch and his wife are the parents of five children, three of whom died young. The two
other children are Lewis and Will.

r
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IUIHED

WEISRARD, senior membn of
the well known firm of F. W eisbard
& Sons, propr.ietors of the Novelty
'vVorks, at Cedar Falls, Iowa, is an
enterprising and successful business man. Mr.
Weisbard was born in Germany, August 24,
1832, and is one of a family of four children
born to Christian and Sophia ( Schul ts bis)
Weisbarcl, both of wbom wer,e natives of Germany.
Mr. 'vVeisbard was I 8 years of age when he
came to America, in 1850. He had attnn :led
tbe public school s of his own country and, as
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his father was a mechanic, had also learned the
trade of carpenter before starting out to seek
his own fortune. After landing in this country,
he found work at his trade, first in New York
and then in Pennsylvan ia and removed to
Cedar Falls, Iowa, in 1858. His skill and inci·ustry kept him employed for a number of
years under master carpenters, but by 1889 be
had accunmlated enough capital and possessed
sufficient experience to embark in business for
himself. He therefore bought his present site,
and erected the great planing mill which has
been in operation e,·er since. In this :,..rr. \Veisbard has installed the most modern machinery
known in the business, and is prepared to turn
out window and door frames, window and door
screens, all kinds of interior. finish, sash and
doors, and all kinds of water tanks, storm \\·indows, turning and scroll work; he makes a
specialty of store fixtures. In addition, he has
at his command special workmen who have the
skill to construct any kind of complicated and
ornamental work. The works have cost ::\Ir.
\Yeisbard a large amount of money, but heJ
does a large business, and gins employmen t to
eight or ten men. \Vhile Mr. \Veisbard is the
head of the firm and its leading spirit, his two
sons, \Villiam F . and' Charles C., are well qualified as the other members of the firm. The
concern has prospered from the start, and is
now accounted one of the important industries
of Cedar Falls. The plant is valued at $12,000
and covers a space of 44 by 132 feet; the
machinery installed therein caused an outlay of
$5,000.

On July 3, 1853. i\Ir. \Veisbanl married
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Sophia Sharmm, who died in June, 1901, leaving three sons and three daughters, as follows :
\Villiam F.; Henry L., of Nora Springs, Iowa;
Charles C.; Louisa, widow of David Wolzmuth; Car'r,ie, wife of August Greeley, of
Cedar Falls; and Esther, wife of Rev. D. S.
Staebler, of La Porte City, Iowa. Mrs. \Veisbard was a lady of many virtues and her death
brought sorrow to her family and many friends.
In politics, l\Ir. \Veisbard is a Republican,
but he is not a politician. giving his attention
closely to business in preference to seeking
He is very highly repolitical preferment.
garded in the business circles of Cedar Falls,
for his commercial integrity.

11

OSEPH PHELPS WHITE, who has
been a resident of Waterloo since
1893, is one of the prominent retired
farmers of Black Hawk County. He
was born at Heath, Massachuse tts November
'
2, 1821, and is a son of Joseph and Huldah
(Taylor) \Vhite, both of whom were born in
Massachuse tts. His paternal grandfather ,
Capt. Benjamin \Vhite, was born at Leominster, Massachuse tts, and married Abigail \Vilder. The original ancestors were John and Joan
White, who came from England in 1638, and
settled in Massachuse tts Bay Colony. The
maternal grandparen ts of our subject were
Jonathan and Nancy (Phelps) Taylor.
Joseph P. \Vhite was schooled in his native
place, and at Prattsburg, Steuben County, New
York. His father, who \Yas a house carpenter,
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could have instructed him in this trade, but the
youth preferred farming. This vocation he
followed and, in the meanwhile, also taught
two terms of school in North Adams, Massachusetts. He came to Iowa in 1856 and settled
in West Waterloo, buying a quarter section of
fine Orange township land, which he improved
and also bought 80 acres in Hudson township.
He had made a prospecting visit to Iowa in
1855, when he had entered 240 acres in Grundy
County. He bought and sold many tracts of
land, each transaction proving a source of profit,
and for two years he was also engaged in
broom-making. Mr. White passed through the
pioneer days of this section of Black Hawk
County, doing his part in its development. He
now owns a fine farm of 160 acres, which he
rents, and a very comfortable home at No. 222
Leland avenue, Waterloo.
Mr. \i\Thite was married first, in 1846, to
Cynthia Reed, who died in 1871, aged 48 years.
She was a daughter of Jason and Katherine
( Eames) Reed. To them were born three children, the one survivor being Joseph Jason, who
married Dora Place, a daughter of Richard
Place, of Waterloo-they have one child, Alice.
The other children of Mr. White were: Edward P., who died in infancy; and Eliza An'l.,
\\.·ho married James Alton Ashley, and died in
1891, leaving two children-Joseph and Myrtle C. In 1876 Mr. White consummated a second marriage, Mrs. Martha J. (Hinman) Reed
becoming his wife. She is a daughter of N elson and Nancy (Wooster) Hinman, natives of
Connecticut. Of the children of Mrs. White's
first marriage, two are living: Herbert M.

Reed, who married Clara Weatherwax, of
\i\Taterloo, and has two children-Ruth Clara
and Charles C.; and Carrie Reed, who married
Albert L. Johnson, of Waterloo, and has two
children-Eleanor R. and Carolyn. One son,
Charles C. Reed, married Florence Peck and
at death left one daughter, Katherine.
Mr. and Mrs. White are very prominent
members of the Congregational Church, in
which he has been a deacon for a number of
years. This church was established in 1856
and on January 1, 1857, was incorporated by
the late A. P. Hosford, L. B. Worcester, L. C.
Sanborn, J. P. White, and John H. Leavitt,
another prominent citizen of Waterloo.
In politics Mr. White has always been a
Democrat, but has never accepted any town
office in Iowa. At Heath, Massachusetts, he
served as one of the selectmen and overseers
of the poor for several years. He is one of the
most highly esteemed citizens of Waterloo.

D

REEMAN H. BLOODGOOD, superintendent of the public schools of
East \Vaterloo, Iowa, is one of the
State's most thoroughly qualified
He was born in Linn County,
educators.
Iowa, in 1867, and is a son of Abram S. and
Mar.y (Sterling) Bloodgood.
vVilliam Bloodgood, grandfather of Freeman H., was born in Pennsylvania, but establi shed a permanent home in the State of :-,J" ew
York. Both parents ,n.re born near the Catskill Mountains in that State, where the father
follo,Yed an agricultural life for a number of
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years. For the past two years he has lived in
the genial climate of California, having reached
the age of 83 years. Professor Bloodgood is
one of a family of IO children, of whom the
eight survivors are: Lewis, Lucina, Lavancha, Loren, Estella, Carlotta, Fred and Freeman H.
Our subject obtained his primary education
in the public schools of Fayette township, Linn
County, Iowa, and those of Huron, South Dakota. Later he entered Upper Iowa University, at Fayette, where he was graduated in
1890, subsequently entering Harvard College,
at Cambridge, Massachusetts, and being there
graduated in the class of 1894. Upon his return to Iowa, he became superintendent of
the schools of Fayette County, acceptably filling
this position for the succeeding six years, having been nominated by acclamation three succeeding terms. He resigned this position to
accept the city superintendency of the schools of
Vinton, Iowa. After one year at Vinton, he
came to Waterloo, in 1900, and accepted the
position of city superintendent of the schools of
East Waterloo. He has been associated with
educational work during his whole career. Previous to entering Harvard, he taught two years,
serving as principal of the Fayette public
schools, and from the first has shown his eminent fitness for professional work in this line.
His energetic, faithful efforts to place the public
schools on the highest possible basis have been
recognized by the citizens of East Waterloo,
and he has met with that sympathy and encouragement which ever tend to conserve successful
work. Thoroughly qualified, he has broadened
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the public conception of what may be accomplished in the public schools, and his record reflects the greatest credit upon his work.
In December, 1893, Professor Bloodgood
was married to Ethel Hulbert, who is a daughter of Chauncy and Emeline (Alexander,) Hulbert, old residents of Fayette, Iowa, where they
have been prominent for 40 years. Mrs. Bloodgood' s maternal grandfather, Robert Alexander, was the founder of Upper Iowa University, which bears his honored name on its capstone.
Politically, Pr,o fessor Bloodgood is a Republican. He has at various times been
officially connected with a number of educational organizations and has been president of
the Iowa State Teachers' Association. His fraternal connections include the leading orders.
He belongs to Lodge No. 105, A. F. & A. M.,
of Waterloo; Ascalon Commandery, K. T., of
Waterloo; the West Union (Iowa) Lodge of
Odd Fellows; Helmet Lodge, Knights of
Pythias, of Waterloo; the Tribe of Ben Hur
and the Woodmen of the World. Both Professor and Mrs. Bloodgood attend the Methodist Church.

m

ON. WILLIAM E. HAUGER, A. M.,
whose honorable career as a statesman, lawyer and business man, has
made him one of the prominent citizens of Black Hawk County, Iowa, has been a
resident of La Porte City since 1881. He was
born in Washington, Tazewell County, Illinois,
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March 9, 1866, and is a son of Rev. John S. and
Harriet (Lint) Hauger.
The subject of this sketch comes of Revolutionary stock that originated in Germany. His
father, Rev. John S. Hauger, a minister: in the
Evangelical Church, was born December 25,
1814, in Somerset County, Pennsylvania, and
removed with his family to Illinois, in 1866.
In the summer of 1866, he moved to Iowa, and
died at La Porte City, January 17, 1902,
crowned with the accumulated good works of
88 useful years. His life was mainly an agricultural one, apart from his ministerial duties.
He commenced his ministry in his native State
and after coming to Iowa held four charges.
His first vote was cast for William Henry Harrison, and he took pleasure in having the opportunity of assisting in the election, also, of the
1.,te President Benjamin Harrison. Harriet
(Lint) Hauger was born in 1825 in Pennsylvania and became the mother of 12 children,
three of whom died in Pennsylvania. Eight
of them came to Iowa, and seven still survive,
six being residents of Black Hawk County.
·William E . Hauger, the youngest of his
parents' family, was only six weeks old when
he was brought to the State of Iowa. The
farnily resided at Waterloo for two years, and
then settled on a farm near La Porte City. Mr.
Hauger's education was secured in the schools
of this city, and he was graduated from the
High School in 1883, when 17 years of age,
being one of the youngest members of his class.
After one year spent in teaching a country
school, he went to Cornell College, at Mount
Vernon, Iowa, where he graduated in 1888,

with the degree of A. B., and in 1891 was accorded the degree of A. M. For two years he
filled the responisble position of super,intenclent
of the L a Porte City schools and for two years
was superintendent of the Waterloo Commercial College.
In the meantime Mr. Hauger had been paying some attention to the study of law and had
been active in politics. He had served as chairman of the Republican County Central Committee and in other responsible positions, prior
to his selection by the Republican party as a
candidate for the Iowa House of Representatives.
He was elected in 1896, and served
most acceptably through two consecutive terms,
making so favorable an impression on that
body, that he was made temporary Speaker of
the Lower House of the 27th General Assembly. After completing his term of public office,
with an admirable record as to ability, usefulness and devotion to the best interests of his
constituents, he returned to La Porte City, and
was admitted to the bar in October, 1899. His
unqualified success in his pr,ofession has but
added to his previous prominence.
In 1902, Mr. Hauger was married to Jennie E. Geier, who is a daughter of the late Martin and Katherine (Cotton) Geier, the former
of whom served in a cavalry regiment during
the Civil ·W ar. Mrs. Hauger was a pupil of her
husband and was graduated under his tuition.
She later became a teacher, and followed the
profession for IO years prior to her marriage.
Mr. Hauger is \Yell known in the lecture
field, and has also clipped' into authorship; his
book "Signal Thoughts," was issued in 1894.
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llis t,,·o most popular, lectures, "To and Fro,
Across the Soul" and "The Greatest Thing On
Earth, or The \Vay to Look at Things," have
been heard all OYer the country. Fraternally,
he is a Knight of Pythias. He is an active
member of the Methodist Church.

ILLIAM GROVES, deceased·, was
many years one of the leading business men of vVaterloo, Iowa, as
he was one of its earliest residents.
Ile \Yas born in 1825 in the State of New York,
and died at his home in Waterloo in 1896, after
a long, eventful and useful life.
Mr. Groves grew to manhood in his native
State, and was engaged in farming. When
he was a youth, he accompanied his parents to
Illinois, and in 1849 succumbed to the gold
fever which affected a large number of people
all over the settled country. He crossed the
plains to California and even sought fortune
in still more distant fields, even visiting South
America. After a number of years of travel,
hardship and adventure, he returned to his
native land and afterwards engaged in railroad
bridge construction in Indiana. He subsequently located at Des Moines, Iowa, where
he engaged in the live stock business. _ In 1854,
he settled in Waterloo, engaged in the buying
and shipping of horses, and started a livery
and sale stable. Later, he disposed of this in
order to give his whole attention to his stock
business, \Yhich he made yery profitable. At
one time l\lr. GroYes ,yas the principal owner
)

of the old Fair Grounds, his partners being
Henry B. Allen and L. B. Welker. Subsequently he bought the whole tract, and later
sold it to a syndicate for residence purposes.
Mr. Groves continued to deal in live stock for
many years, and was long one of the largest
shippers in this section, and one of the best
authorities in stock matters.
Mr. Groves was twice married, first in Indiana, to Jeanette Andrews. She bore him
two children who grew to maturity,-May and
Ai. His second marriage was to Sarah J.
Smith, a daughter of the late Myron and Elizabeth (Park) Smith, '" ho had the following
children: George H.; Emma (Mrs. 0. E.
Hardy); Nettie (Mrs. Edward Catlett); Sarah
J. (Mrs. William Groves) ; Josephine ( Keefer), deceased; and Frank R.
Myron Smith came from New York to
Iowa in 1854, and settled in Waterloo township, Black Hawk County, where he took up a
tract of land and followed farming. For some
years he was a deputy sheriff. Although never
officially appointed postmaster, he acted as such
by the will of the community for several
months, giving up one room in his house to be
used in handling the mails. He also donated
a room in his house for the use of one of the
first schools in the township, and in every way
proved himself considerate of the welfare of
his neighbors. He is still recalled with feelings
of respect and esteem.
Mr. and Mrs. Groves had three chidlren,
all of whom have homes and families of their
own, namely: Eclgar J., ,,·ho married Edith
Grant and has one son,-Grant Vv.; Freel l\1.,

.,.
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who married Viola Kennerson and has two
sons,-Earl and Roy; and Hubert W., who
married Cynthia Dage and has four children,Edith, Eugene, Clarence and Gladys.
Mrs. Groves still survives and resides at
No. 827 Lafayette street. She is one of the
most highly esteemed ladies in Waterloo. Mr.
Groves was widely known through his numerHe was distinous business associations.
guished for his energy, integrity and public
spmt. He lived to see his early faith in the
prosperity of Waterloo and all this section fully
justified. He was a man of more than the
usual amount of good, common sense. He
possessed also the genial humor which made
him companionable, and the sound business
judgment that brought success whether exercised in his own behalf, or in the interest of
the community.

ACOB J. LELLIG, one of the leading
agriculturists and stock raisers of
Eagle township, Black Hawk County,
Iowa, resides on his well tilled· farm
of 160 acres situated in section 17. He was
born in Wisconsin, August 17, 1866, and is a
son of Jacob and Margaret (Gintz) Lellig,
both natives of Germany.
Jacob 'Lellig came to Amercia at an early
date ancl settled in Wisconsin, where he purchased a small tract of land which he cultivated for some time, and then sold it and removed to Black Hawk County. Mr. Lellig
located at first in \Vaterloo, where he resided
for six months. He next removed to Eagle

township, where he farmed' until his retirement
in 1893, when he removed to Gilbertsville,
Iowa. Mr. Lellig is a Democrat. He and
his wife are the parents of four children, namely: Lena, who married Tom Conley, and resides in Waterloo; Mathias, a blacksmith of
Black Hawk County; Jacob J.; and Mar,y, who
is the wife of William Apperling. Mr. and
Mrs. Lellig are members of the Catholic
Church.
Jacob Lellig attended the common schools
of Black Hawk County and worked upon his
father's farm until 1900, when he entered upon
the cultivation of his present property, which
was given him by his father. Mr. Lellig has
taken much pride in his farm, and has spent
much time and money in improving the pr.operty. He carries on general farming operations and raises, on an average, 30 or 40 head of
cattle each season. Mr. Lellig is widely known
in his township. Politically, he is a Democrat.
In 1896, Mr. Lellig was married to Susanah
Schaffer, a daughter of Peter Schaffer, and
four children have been born to them, namely:
Lawrence; Angeline; Lena and Harold. Mr.
and Mrs. Lellig are members of the Catholic

Church.

l]

ACOB HEINZ, deceased, who for many
years was numbered among the most
prominent and energetic farmers of
Black Hawk County, was the owner of
a 240-acre farm in Eagle township, where his
widow now resides. Mr. Heinz was born in
Germany, December 11, 1843, and was a son of

605

AND REPRESENTATIVE CITIZENS.

John and Elizabeth (Bollinger) Heinz, both
natives of Germany.
John Heinz never came to this country, and
died in his native land. After his death, his
wife r.emoved to the United States, settling in
La Salle County, Illinois. They were blessed
\\'1th nine children, namely: Matthew, Jacob,
Peter, John, Nicholas, George, Elizabeth, \VillMr. and Mrs. Heinz were
iam and Fred.
members of the Catholic Church.
Jacob Heinz came to Iowa in 1871, and
Tented property in Eagle township, Black Hawk
,County, which he cultivated for some time.
Later he moved upon the farming property in
Eagle township now occupied by his widow,
·whicli he purchased in 1887, and which property consists of 80 acres in section 27 and 160
acres in section 28. Mr. Heinz was a man of
more than ordinary ability, and during his
active years accnmulated a comfortable com·petency, sufficient to enable him to pass the sun:set days of his life in retirement. Mr. Heinz
was an extensive hog raiser. but devoted the
·greater part of his time to general farming.
In politics, he was a Democrat.
Mr. Heinz was twice married, his first marriage being in 1865 to Catherine Rostob, by
whom he hacl three children. namely: Mary,
Kate ancl Elizabeth. His first wife died, ancl
he was again married, his seconcl wife being
Mary C. Schumish, a daughter of John Schurnish. ancl a native of Germany. As a result
of this marriage ro children were born, namely :
Bar]y1ra. Maggie. John, \Villiam, Anna, Jane.
George, Jacob. Freel ( deceased') ancl Florence.
In religious belief. l\fr. Heinz was a Catholic.

ILLIAM H. HARTl\IA:-J, "·hose
portrait is herewith sho\\'n, the
founcler and former eclitor and
proprietor of the W atcrloo C ouricr,
and one of the ablest
and most influential
newspaper n1en of
Iowa, was born at Allentown, Pennsylvania, August 27, 1838,
ancl died at \Vaterloo,
10\\'a, July 1, 1895.
When he was t,,·o
years of age. his parents removed to Tiffin, Ohio, where his education was pursued until he reached the age of
14 years, when, in 1850, he accompanied his
parents in a second removal, locating at Anamosa, Jones County, Iowa. Shortly after their
arrival, the Anamosa News, the first paper ever
published in Jones County, was established, ancl
one of its first and humblest employees w:is
·William H. Hartman, who rolled the first
He remained in that
edition. of that paper.
office until he completed his apprenticeship,
and then started out as a journeyman. working
in Delhi, Dubuque and other points in Iowa,
and at Tiffin, Ohio, and arrived in \Vaterloo.
in March, 1858. After working several months
on the Iowa State Register and the TVatcrloo
H crald, he ,yent to Cedar Falls, where he endeavored to resuscitate the Ba11ncr, but not
,Yith such success as to encourage him to continne there. Later. in association with George
D. Ingersoll. he purchased the office. removed
it to \Yaterloo. ancl on January r8. 1859. issued

j

f
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the first number of the /;Vaterloo Courier. DurOHN C. HARTl\IAN, president of the
ing the early years of its existence, the paper
\V. H. Hartman Company, publishers,
encountered many vicissitudes, but showed its
general manager and editor of the
strength by successfully overcoming difficulties,
Waterloo Courier, semi-weekly and
developing, under the able management of l\Ir. daily, is one of the active and enterprising
Hartman, into one of the best paying news- newspaper men who have clone so much to
papers in the interior of Iowa. In 1890, with bring about the prominence of \Vaterloo and
the assistance of his son, John C. Hartman, this section, a prominence that has resulted in
also an able journalist, and now president of . the city's wonderful growth and development.
the \V. H. Hartman Company, publishers, Mr. Hartman was born in vVaterloo, June 21,
general manager and editor of the Courier, he ' 1861, and is a son of the late ·W illiam H . and
established the Daily Courier. Both papers are . Dorinda Z. (Clark) Hartman.
in a prosperous condition, and stand as monuThe subject of this sketch was educated in
ments to the energy, enterprise and intellectual the \Vest Side public schools ot Waterloo,
strength of their founder.
learning during his boyhood to set type in his
In 1860 Mr. Hartman was united in mar- father's printing office. Inheriting his father's
riage with Dorinda Z. Clark, of the State of tastes and much of his ability, the young man
New York, and they had three children, viz: early became interested in the newspaper busi\Villiam D., who was born in vVaterloo, Feb- ness, and when he left school, in 1878, entered
ruary 16, 1863, and died October 4, 1902; John the office of the ~Vatcrloo Courier, which his
C., the editor of the Courier; and Genevieve, father had founded in 1859, and has continued
born in \Vaterloo, July 6, 1867, who is Mrs. J. his connection with this journal ever since. The
P. Von Lackum.
death of his father in 1895, brought him forMr. Hartman was always one of the stand- ward as the head of the \V. H. Hartman Comard bearers of the Republican party, zealously pany, the responsibilities of which he has hanadvocating its principles with voice and trench- dled in an exceptional manner. In 1890, with
ant pen. In March, 1873, he was appointed his late father, he started the daily Courier, and
postmaster at vVaterloo and held the commis- as conditions were ripe for such an enterprise
sion until 1885, when a change in the national and sufficient pluck. perseverance and ability
administration caused his retirement.
His were behind it, it has not only been a creditable
place in the building up of vVaterloo was one of success for its founders, but has reflected honor
111<.1jor importance, for his columns were always upon the city.
open to the discussion of questions of civic
In 1898, after the death of W. H. Hartman,
moment, and his influence was ever given to the the weekly Courier was changed into a semimolding of public opinion in the direction of weekly, and issued on Tuesdays and Fridays.
what is highest and best.
In point of continuous publication. it ic; the
!.
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oldest paper in the county. Improvements have
been frequent and of a substantial character.
In 1897, the office installed its first Mergenthaler typesetting machine, and since that
year two more have been added. In 1901
a perfecting newspaper press, the only
one in the county, was installed. In 1903
a new and commodious .building was erected
especially for the occupancy of the plant, at
Nos. 209, 2rr, 213 West Park avenue, and in
September of the same year the equipment and
offices were moved into the new quarters. The
plant occupies the basement, and first and second floors of the building, having a floor space
of 9,000 square feet. All this has been accomplished only by a large expenditure of money,
and the untiring energy of its able head, who
feels recompensed by the support given him by
the citizens of Waterloo and vicinity in his efforts to advance the best interests of the community. For some years the present proprietor
was assis'ted in the management by his brother,
the late William D. Hartman, whose death
occurred in the fall of 1902.
On November 8, 1886, Mr. Hartman was
married to Ida M. Hummel, who was born in
Snyder County, Pennsylvania, May 23, 1860.
Social life has never had any attractions
for Mr. Hartman, but like the rest of the world
he has a few favorite recreations, and is never
happier, except when penning a telling editorial, than when he is able to throw aside business
cares, and with a few intimate friends steal off
for a season with gun or rod. A lover of good
literature and a keen critic, Mr. Hartman allows
little of the intellectual advancement of the age
33
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to pass him unnoticed. His handling of political
questions has made his journal of note in public:
affairs, while locally it has been
.,. his endeavor
to kindle sympathy and enthusiasm for all that
can in any way promote the welfare of
Waterloo.

11

OHN CALL, a prosperous farmer and
representative citizen of Waterloo
township, Black Hawk County, lives
upon a well improved farm of 95 acres
111 section 20, and owns another equally well
cultivated farm of 60 acres in section 29. He
was born in Keeseville, Essex County, New
York, April 8, 1844, and is a son of Andrew
and Hannah (Worden) Call.
Andrew Call was born in New York and
was a son of Joseph Call, who was noted
through all Northern New York as a man of
mighty strength and physical endurance.
Andrew Call was a colliery worker d'uring the
periodi when bloom irpn was manufactured.
He died in 1854, aged 6o years. All of his
Henry, Harrison~
seven sons-Alanson,
George, Ransler, John and Oscar-enlisted in
the service of their country between 1861 and
1865, a display of family patriotism which deserves to be recorded. His five daughters were
named : Eliza, Clarinda, Mary, Elizabeth and
J ernima. The mother of this estimable family
dieci' in 1886, aged 80 years. She and her
husband were most worthy members of the
Methodist Episcopal Church.
The subject of this sketch attended school
in his native place throughout his boyhood. In
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October, 1861, he enlisted in Company C, 22nd
Regiment, New York Vol. Inf., and his first
term of service ended in June, 1862. He reenlisted, in September, 1862, and continued in
the army until the close of the war released him
from his honorable career as a soldier. In one
engagement, he received seven buckshot in his
right sid•e; he was also taken prisoner, and probably the six long months, during which he was
incarcerated in Libby Prison, seemed longer
than all the other months of service combined.
After the war, he returned to New York,
and in 1867 moved to Minnesota, where he continued until 1869, when he moved to Linn
County, Iowa. There he entered the employ
of A. Spaulding of Cedar Rapids, under whom
he was engaged on bridge work for three years.
The next three years he worked for the Chicago,
Burlington & Quincy Railroad Company, and
the three subsequent year,s he spent in Cedar
Falls. In 1877 he hired out to E. W. Babcock,
and remained with him for 12 years. At the
close of this period, he was appointed superintendent of the Black Hawk County Poor
Farm. This office he held from 1890 to 1894,
when he moved to his present farm, and started
upon its improvement. Here he resided until
1898, when he was again called to take charge
of the Poor Farm, and continued there for two
years. He then returned to his own property,
where he carries on extensive farming and
stock raising operations and, with 25 cows,
maintains an excellent dairy, the product of
which is sold in Cedar Falls.
In 1874 the subject of this sketch married
Martha E. Baker,, who was born in Illinois, and

is a daughter of John Baker, a resident of Cedar
Falls. Their son, George C., who assists his
father at home, married Araminta McKinley,
of Pennsylvania, in 1898, and they have one
child, Anna McKinley.
In politics, Mr. Call has always been a Republican. He has served in a number of the
local offices, including th_ose of school trustee
and treasurer. Fraternally, he belongs to the
Ancient Order of United Workmen and' to
James Brownell Post, No. 222, G. A. R., of
Cedar Falls.

DD

RS. LUCY A. HUMPHREYS,
widow of the late George \i\Tashington Humphreys, whose death occurred in 1882, on the home farm
of 121 acres, in section 17, Lincoln township,
Black Hawk County, is one of the pioneer, settlers of Iowa.
Mrs. Humphreys was born
December 3, 1832, in Tioga County, Pennsylvania, and is a daughter of Moses and Lucy G.
(Howe) Kenney.
The parents of Mrs. Humphreys were born
in New Hampshire. The father was a farmer
and shoemaker, engaging in the former occupation during the summer and the latter during
the winter. Both he and his wife were worthy
members of the Free Will Baptist Church.
They reared four children,-Marietta , Lucy A.,
Rowena, and Isaac Alphonso.
Mrs. Humphreys was reared according to
the old' methods which fitted the daughters to
vie with their mothers in housewifely accomplishments. Her marriage took place at Chi-
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cago, Illinois, in 1859, George \V. Humphreys,
a native of Virginia, becoming her husband.
The young couple came immediately to Iowa
and settled first in Muscatine County, wher,e
Mr. Humphreys was in business as a merchant.
Later, he purchased 40 acres of land, which he
cultivated, with the assistance of his capable
wife. Mr. Humphreys remained so engaged
until 1864, when he sold his interests in Muscatine County, and in 1865 removed to Black
Hawk County, where he had purchased 121
acres situated in section I 7, Lincoln township.
Here he carried on mixed farming until his
death at the age of 71 years. Many improvements were made during his life and this farm
compares favorably with any in the township.
l\Iuch credit must be given to Mrs. Humphreys for the prosperity which rewarded the
efforts of herself and husband. Lincoln township, at the time they took up their residence,
was but sparsely settled, labor was hard to secure and at times the assistance of a single hand
meant the saving of a crop. Mr. Humphreys
owned one of the first harvesters in the township, and it was Mrs. Humphreys' habit not
only to drive the harvester for her, husband, but
also for the neighboring farmers, handling the
horses with as much skill as she did her domesAt times, when it seemed
tic implements.
necessary, she also guided the plow and took
part in spreading the hay and planting the corn.
In addition to all this and to the careful management of the work of a farm household, including its dairy, Mrs. Humphreys became the
mother of three children, all of whom grew to
maturity: Georgianna, deceased, the wife of

Thomas F. Ingamells; Lutie, the wife of James
Ingamells; and Eugenia, widow of Burton
Board.
In religious belief, Mrs. Humphreys is a
Baptist. Mr. Humphreys was liberal in his
religious views; he carried Christian precepts
through all his dealings with others. He provided well for the family which survived him,
was a good neighbor and fine citizen. Mrs.
Humphreys is well known and very highly
esteemed. She has seen wonderful changes in
Lincoln township, and is a most entertaining
narrator of tales of its early days and famil ies
and of the pioneer hardships and hospitable
sociability. In spite of many early hardships,
she bears the weight of years well, is active in
body, and has a wonderfully retentive memory.

ILLIAM FEGLES, who for many
years was engaged in agricultural
pur,suits in Big Creek township,
Black Hawk County, has lived in
retirement since 1898 in La Porte City, where
he is enjoying the peace and quiet of home life
after a long term spent in fruitful labor. He
is a son of George W. and Hannah (Edwards)
Fegles, and was born in Lycoming County,
Pennsylvania, July 27, 1853.
George W. Fegles was born in New York
State, August 12, 1820, and as a boy, moved
to Pennsylvania in company with his parents.
At an early age he followed the trades of blacksmithing and brickmaking. Later in life he took
up farming pursuits, and became successful in
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that occupation, being actively engaged until IO
years ago. Mr. Fegles adheres to the Democratic
party, although he takes but a citizen's interest
in political affairs. Mrs. George W. Fegles
was born in Lycoming County, Pennsylvania,
in 1830, and died here at the age of 63 years.
Mr. Fegles has always been a church member;
he belongs to the Methodist Episcopal Church.
He lives in retir,ement at the home of his son,
William. Besides the latter, three other children ,yere bor.n to Mr. and Mrs. George W.
Fegles, namely: Carrie C., the wife of A. J.
Kennicott, of Kansas; Phoebe, the wife of
Erastus Dolph, residing near La Porte City and
Wesley, who is farming near La Porte City.
William Fegles was 15 years old when the
family removed from Pennsylvania to Black
Hawk County, Iowa. Until his retirement
from active labor in 1898, when he r,emoved to
La Porte City and built his present home, he
was engaged in farming on his estate of 280
acres, situated in Big Creek township; he also
ran a threshing machine for 18 years. In politics he is a member of the Democratic party,
and has always been a prominent worker in the
interest of that par,ty. Mr. Fegles was first
elected supervisor in 1897, and served one term
of three years. In the next campaign, he was
renominated, but was defeated by seven votes,
16 votes being thrown out. He was again
elected supervisor in the fall of 1903 and' is at
present serving his second term in a most efficient manner. Mr: Fegles has also acted as
chairman of conventions and various other,
political gatherings. Fraternally, he is a member of the Knights of Pythias and the Elks.

On March 1, 1873, the subject of this
sketch was married to Mary A. Hummel, who
was born in Snyder County, Pennsylvania,
September 8, 1853, and is a daughter of
Charles and Hester (Smith) Hummel, both
Mrs. Fegles came
natives of Pennsylvania.
to Iowa in 1870. Four, children have been
born to this couple, namely: May, who is the
wife of Luther Monigold, of La Porte City;
Gertrude, wife of Edward McKevilt, of Oelwein, Iowa; Alice, wife of Michael Fox, of
La Porte City, and the mother of three children,
-Everett, Glenn and an infant; and Jessie,
who is 16 years of age and resides with her
parents.

m

I

LBERT VITTUM, for many years
one of the most highly respected citizens and prominent farmers of Lincoln township, Black Hawk County,
is now living at Reinbeck, Iowa. He is still
, the owner, however, of 520 acres of well improved land in sections 30 and 3 I, Lincoln
township.
Mr. Vittum ~as born in Sandwich, Carroll
County, New Hampshire, September 23, 183 I.
He is a son of Ephraim and Hannah (Eaton)
Vittum, and grandson of William Vittum.
William V ittum was born in France and
accompanied a brother to America in the early
part of the 19th century; as far as known, the
descendants of these brothers are the only ones
of the name in this country. Ephraim and
Hannah Vittum were born in New Hampshire,
where the family is prominent in agriculture.
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They were the parents of the following chil~
dren: James M., Asil C., William H., Albert,
Eleanor F., Ephraim E., Susan and John. The
Vittum children were all reared in the faith
of the Free Will Baptist Church. Mr. Vittum
supported the Democratic party.
Albert Vittum left home after completing
his schooling and spent 12 years in Boston,
Massachusetts, with the Earl Express Company. In 1856 he came to Iowa, reaching
\Vaterloo in April of that year, and entered
his farm from the government; he probably
enjoys the distinction of being the only survivor, of those who entered land' in Lincoln
township. His was the first house built in the
township, and he spent four years in making
Then he rented his land, and
improvements
returned to Boston, where he followed the business until 1863, when he came back to Iowa
and took possession of his property. All the
commodious buildings, including everything
needed to complete a farm, were erected by him,
and he can remember when he set out every tree
which now bears its burden of luscious fruit,
or offers its grateful shade. He grew, from
the seed, some noble specimens of trees, which
now measure two feet in diameter. For many
years he made a specialty of raising wheat, bttt
subsequently devoted his attention to mixed
farming and stock raising. The land is well
adapted for both branches of agriculture. In
May, 1904, Mr. Vittum retired from his farm
to Reinbeck, Iowa, where he resides on a property which he has owned for several years,
enjoying the fruits of a long period of industrious exertion.

6n

Mr. Vittum married Martha N. Baker, who
was a resident of Black Hawk County, Iowa,
to which she came, with her, parents, from Lee
County, Iowa, at the age of IO years. Mr. Vittum and his wife have six children, namely:
Arthur D.; Ernest E.; Henrietta, wife of C.
H. Bean; Alena, wife of H. C. Northway;
Clarence A. ; and Garfield G. Ernest E. has
succeeded' his father on the farm, which he
leased May 24, 1904. He married Susie M.
Shepard, a daughter of Maurice M. and Mary
J. (Newell) Shepard. Ernest E. Vittum is a
Republican in politics, and is serving as townHe and his wife attend the
ship trustee.
Methodist Episcopal Church.
Mr. Vittum has always been affiliated with
the Republican party, and he has held a number
of local offices of trust and responsibility. For 12
years he has been a justice of the peace; he
served many years as a member of the Board of
Supervisors and has been assessor and member
of the School Board'. He and his wife are
valued members of the Methodist Episcopal
Church.

ml

ILLIAM HICKS, one of the prominent, self-made men of Black
Hawk County, Iowa, and one of
the largest land owners in Lincoln
township, possessing tracts aggregating 1.015
acres, was born in Devonshire, England, May
5, 1833, and is a son of \Villiam and Grace
(Palmer) Hicks.
William Hicks, the father, was al~o born in
Devonshire, in 1806, and died in \Vaterloo,
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Iowa, at the age of 89 years. He was always a
farmer and succeeded well, but met with some
disasters after coming to Iowa. By one unfortunate investment he lost 480 acres of land.
Later he purchased 160 acr,es near Hudson. He
was a Republican in his political views, and was
a member of the Baptist Church. He married
Grace Palmer, who was born in 1810 in Devonshire, and died in Iowa at the age of 82 years.
They had IO children, two of whom died in
England. Their offspring were named as follows: Mrs. Elizabeth Phillips, of Waterloo;
William; John, of North Dakota; Harriet, accidentally killed by a horse at the age of five
years; Ezekiel, of Nebraska; Mrs. Mary A.
Taylor, of vVaterloo; Stephen, a large farmer
of Redwood County, Minnesota; Thomas, a retired coal dealer of Chicago, Illinois; Julia, who
died in England; and Mrs. Clara King, of this
county.
William Hicks, our immediate subject, his
father's namesake, passed his 24th birthday
on the Atlantic Ocean, while en route to America.
With his parents he came directly to
Waterloo, Iowa, and has been a resident of
Black Hawk County ever since.
He was a
young man dependant upon his own industry
and he soon secured work in a sawmill at
Mount Vernon, where he was employed four
years. After his marriage he went to farming
in Lincoln township, and continued to follow
agricultural pursuits until 1898, when he retired, locating at Waterloo, where he has a
comfortable home at No. 1115 vVashington
street. Mr. Hicks has been a large investor in
land. In 1886 he visited Arkansas and Cal-

ifornia for a few months, and bought land in
both States-about 2,200 acres in Arkansas,
which he improved and sold at a later elate.
His orange groves in California did not gi\·e
him satisfactory returns. He owned 70 acres
there. He and his wife have made the most
of their property and now own four farms in
Lincoln township: one of 480 acres; one of
320 acres which he occupied, and one of 120
acres and another of 95 acres. Nearly all this
land was wild, unbroken prairie when l\Ir.
Hicks acquired it, and he and his wife lived in
a small house and in a provident way while
they were providing for the comfort which attends their old age. In the early clays fowls
and game were plentiful, but wolves were \'ery
troublesome, and on one occasion Mr. Hicks
lost 30 sheep by them. He and his wife worked
hard during the time for, work, and their present comfort teaches the lesson that industry
and frugality bring their own reward.
On July 20, 1862, Mr. Hicks was married
to Mary Galloway, who was born in Ireland,
August 6, 1842, and is a daughter of Edward
and Margaret Galloway, who came to the
United States in 1858, and settled in Lincoln
township, Black Hawk County, where Mr. Galloway died at the age of 63 years, and his wife
passed away at the age of 47 years.
Mr. and Mrs. Hicks have had six children,
namely: William, Elizabeth, Nellie, Stephen,
William, named for
Grace E., and Mabel.
his father, is a farmer of Lincoln township and
has a son and claughter,-William and Wanda.
Elizabeth, the wife of ~elson Brayton, died in
1895, le::tYing three children, Ralph, Stephen
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and Ruth. Nellie, wife of Harry Johnson, of
\i\T aterloo, has three daughters,-Ch arlotte,
Helena and Harriet. Stephen is a farmer of
Lincoln township, and has four children,Charles, Elizabeth, John and Gladys. Grace E.
is the wife of Morr.is Hoag, of Lincoln township, and has one child, Alma; Mabel resides at home. Mr. Hicks has always been
identified with the Democratic party. He is
a leading member of the Methodist Episcopal
Church.

ILLIS NATHAN BIRDSALL, a
prominent member of the Black
Hawk County bar, residing in
\;Vaterloo, was born in this city,
June 20, 1871, and is a son of George B. and
Anna (McCaffrey) Birdsall. His great-grandfather., Na than Birdsall, was a soldier in the
Revolutionary War from Dutchess County,
New York. Nathan's brother, Benjamin, was
colonel of the same regiment. Our subject's
first ancestors in this country were Quakers,
and were driven from Massachusetts by early
persecutions, going first to Rhode Island with
Roger Williams, and later to Long Island,
afterward removing to Dutchess County, New
York, in I 704. George B. Birdsall was named
after George Soule, one of the passengers on
the "Mayflower," and a direct ancestor.
George B. Birdsall, now living in retirement in Waterloo, is one of the pioneer settlers
of this section. He was born September 21,
1835, near Utica, New York, and came to
\i'/;i.terloo as early as 1856, having previously
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lived, for two years, in the v1c1111ty of Rockford, Illinois. During those early years and
up to the opening of the Civil War, he was engaged in teaming,-carr ying freight from Dubuque, with ox teams. Later he taught a ctistrict school several terms. In 1865, he enlisted
at Springfield, Illinois, in Company H, 15th
Reg., Illinois Vol. Inf., in General Sherman's
army. He was sent to Fort Leavenworth, and
served until the fall of 1865. He was in poor
health for some time after his return from the
army, but finally r.egained his health, and until
1901 operated the farm two miles northeast
of Waterloo, which he had bought in 1864.
Politically, he has always been a Republican,
and for 14 years served in township offices.
His wife, formerly Anna McCaffrey, was born
near Sherbrooks, Canada, January 12, 1840,
and died at Waterloo, May 4, 1901. She came
to this locality in 1868, a refined, educated
lady, and was a successful teacher until her
marriage. Three children survive her, namely:
Willis Na than, of this sketch; Mary Louise,
born November 16, 1877, who married J. M.
Chappeli, and lives in Independence, Iowa; and
Alice M., born July 27, 1880, now of Whittier,
California, a stenographer for Judge M. T.
Owens, formerly of Black Hawk County.
During the last session of the California Legislature Miss Birdsall was appointed a committee
clerk.
Willis Na than Birdsall completed a common-school course at Waterloo, and was 18
years old when he entered the employ of the
Illinois Central Railroad Company, with which
he remained until 1892. He then began the
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study of law in the office of Tuthill & Reed, of
Waterloo, was graduated from the State University of Iowa, and was admitted to practice
in 1895. He practiced for four years at Reinbeck and then returned to Waterloo. He is the
attorney for the Western Mutual Fire Insur,ance Association, and has a large private
practice.
On November 2, 1895, Mr. Birdsall was
married to Edna M. Thompson, who was born
at Reinbeck, Iowa, February 22, 1875, and is
a daughter of Prentiss M. and Harriet A.
Thompson, early settlers of Grundy County.
Mr. and Mrs. Birdsall have two children, Roger
Prentiss, born August 5, 1896; and Jean Caryl,
born October 19, 1898.
From early youth Mr. Birdsall has been
interested in public affairs, and was formerly a
Republican in politics. The issues of 1896,
however, caused him to change his views, and
since that date he has been a Democrat. In
1900, he was chosen as the Democratic nominee for Congress in this district. Fraternally,
he is a Mason, an Elk and a Knight of Pythias.

D

RED W. SMITH, one of the most enterprising and influential farmers of
Orange township, Black Hawk CounJ
ty, resides on his well cultivated farm
of 13 1 acres in sections 18 and l 9. He was
born in Germany, December 1, 1855, and is a
son of Christopher and Frederica (Ederbard)
Smith.
Christopher Smith came to America in

1868, in company with his family, and located
in New York State, near Amsterdam. There
the family remained about one year and then
r,emoved to Illinois, and lived until 1872 in
different parts of that State. They subsequently moved' to Chicago and there remained until
1881, when they returned to Winnebago
County, Illinois. In 1901 they went to Elkhorn, Wisconsin, where the parents still reside.
Mr. and Mrs. Smith are the parents of six children, namely: Mary, deceased; Freel W.; John;
William; and Cqarles and Christ (twins). Mr.
and Mrs. Smith celebrated their golden wedding on May 12, 1904. In religious belief, Mr.
and Mrs. Smith are .German Lutherans.
Fred W. Smith received his mental training
principally in Chicago, Illinois, where he
worked about three years. Since that time he
has been engaged in farming. He came to
Iowa in 1892 and' until 189'7 rented a farm
property, which belonged to C. M. Newton.
Mr. Smith later purchased this property, and
at present carries on general farming and stock
ra1smg-. Politically, Mr. Smith is a member of
the Republican party, and has ser.vecl as a school
director and road commissioner for several
years. Fraternally, he is a member of Hudson
Lodge No. 526, I. 0. 0. F., Cedar Falls Lodge,
No. 72, A. F. and A. M., the Modern Woodmen of America, and' the Modern Brotherhood
of America.
In 1879 Mr. Smith was married to Emily
Clarke, who was born in Kent, England, and
was a daughter of John Clarke. She came to
America with her peopl~ in 1866 and located
with them in Illinois wher.e she met and married

MR. AND MRS. JAMES H. DOUG LASS AND F AMIL-Y
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the subject of this sketch. Five children were
born to them, namely: Minnie A., wife of
George Fogel; Albert L.; Katherine E.; Fred
C.; and Willie B. Mrs. Smith died December
17, 1898. In June, 1902, Mr. Smith took as
his second wife Minnie Wakemann, of Black
Hawk County, Iowa. He is a member of the
United Brethren Church.

11

AMES H. DOUGLASS) a highly esteemed citizen and substantial farmer
of Black Hawk County, Iowa, who
owns a well cultivated farm of 135
acres in East Waterloo township, and one of
27 acres in Poyner township, was born in
Richland County, Ohio, November 22, 1846.
He is a son of Robert and Matilda (Pratt)
Douglass.
Robert Douglass was born in Richland
County and his wife, in Logan County,
They were farming people and
Ohio.
lived m Richland County until 1854,
when the moved to Ogle County, lllinois, going from there, in 1868, to Raymond, Black Hawk County, Iowa. Mr. Douglass had no opportunity to show what success
he could reach as a farmer in this county, as
his health failed and be died one year after
coming here, at the age of 53 years. His
widow was left with a family of six children.
She survived until 1892. In politics, Mr.
Dougless took only a citizen's interest, voting
with the Republican party. He and his wife
were worthy members of the Presbyterian
Church. Their children were: Amanda E.,
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wife of 0. G. Young, of Fox township;
James H. ; Scott C., a carpenter of Seattle,
Washingon; Ella L., wife of John Hobson, of
Raymond, Iowa; Alonzo P., a grocer of Beloit,
Wisconsin; and Frank L., formerly principal
of the Lincoln school, who is now teaching
near Des Moines, Iowa.
James H. Douglass was reared to habits
of industry and enjoyed all the advantages of
a good home and kind parents. He assisted
his father until the family came to Iowa; after
his father's death, he joined his mother and
helped her keep the family together. He has
always been engaged in agricultural pursuits,
buying and selling stock, following general
farming and dairying, and raising cattle, horses,
sheep and hogs. He runs a small creamery,
keeping 1 5 milch cows, and sells his product
in Waterloo. Corn, oats and hay do well on
his land, and his farm is so carefully cultivated
that each portion brings in an adequate return.
Mr. Douglass was married December 23,
1874, to Mary L. Taylor, who was born in
Linn County, Iowa, and is a daughter of Albert
and Martha Taylor) of Hancock County, Ohio,
who cam_e to Iowa at an early day and entered
land in Linn and Black Hawk counties, both of
them dying in the latter county. Mr. and Mrs.
Douglass have four sons, namely: Oliver E.,
a graduate of the Waterloo High School, who
married Keturah Marble, and is a farmer of
East Waterloo township; Elra T ., a graduate
of the Waterloo High School and a student at
Cornell College, Mount Vernon, Iowa; Earl
R., a farmer, who cultivates the home farm;
and \i\Talter A.
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A lifelong Republican, Mr. Douglass has years engaged in agricultural pursuits. His
served his township in a number of the local death occurred in April, 1849, and that of his
offices, and has been assessor of East Waterloo wife, December 28, 1855. He was an old-line
township for the past three years. He is a Whig, and a man of settled convictions. He
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church.
and his \Yife were active members of the MethvVhile in material things, Mr. Douglass, odist Episcopal Church. Four children resulted
through his own efforts, has prospered continu- from his first marriage, namely: Warren, Eliza,
ally since coming to Iowa, he has also met Marshall, and Henry. Jacob, William and
with misfortune, the chief event being the dis- Catherine were the offspring of his second wife,
tressing accident by which he lost his left arm, Mary Hazen.
while operating a corn shredder, in 1899. In
William \iVaterfield is the only surviving
this calamity he met with universal sympathy, member of the above named family. Until he
and received many testimonials of the esteem reached the age of 18 years he assisted his
in which he was held. His hospitable home is father, and then went to Newark, New Jersey,
one of the social centers of his locality. He has where he remained three years, learning the
educated his family and provided for their wel- blacksmith's trade. From there he went to
fare, and stands as one of the honest, upright his home county, where he spent a year. There
and useful men of the community. A picture he and his brother Jacob bought a timber tract.
of Mr. and Mrs. Douglass and their four sons After cutting off the timber and selling it, they
accompanie s this sketch.
also sold the land; and then bought a farm of
80 acres, which they oper~ted jointly for six
years. William \iV aterfield then sold his share,
and with his newly married wife started for the
ILLIAM WATERFI ELD, a well West, having in view the selection of a desirknowr. citizen of Raymond, Black able tract of land on which to establish a perHawk County, Iowa, where he manent home. The early part of the trip fr om
lives in the enjoyment of ample Chicago, through Cook, Henry and Stark
means, is one of the very first settlers of Poyner counties, Illinois, was made comfortable by
township. He was born May 4, 1828, in Morris rail, but Mr. Waterfield found many difficulties
County, New Jersey, and is a son of Henry dfter he left his wife in Stark County and
and Mary (Hazen) \iV aterfield.
pushed on into what was then almost an unHenry Waterfield was born in Leicester- broken wilderness. A river and stage journey
shire, England, and his wife in Morris County, brought him to \;Vest Union, Fayette County,
New Jersey. He came to America and located Iowa, after many stoppages on account of bad
in New Jersey in 1796. He carried on a mill- roads. After sleeping one night in the st,ge,
ing business for 40 years, but spent his last he started on foot across the prairie, depend-
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mg upon a compass for his guidance. He
struggled over the unbroken prairie, which had
been made almost impassable on account of
heavy rains, and traveled miles and miles without finding any trace of a settlement. He
finally reached the home of Edson Gaylord, a
former friend. After r,e maining about a week
there, he concluci'ed to look further. On May
4, 1856, he reached Waterloo, then a village
of about a dozen houses. The surroundings
l!:ere pleased him, and he soon bought a farm of
80 acres in section 3, Poyner township, being
one of the very first settlers.
After consummating this purchase, Mr.
·waterfield went back to Stark County, Illinois, where Mrs. Waterfield awaited h im.
There he bought two yoke of oxen and paid
$mo for a wagon. It had no box, but this Mr.
vVaterfield soon remedied by making one for
himself. With this equipment and two cows,
Mr. Waterfield and his wife started for their,
new home. They crossed the Mississippi river
at Burlington, and finally reached their destination after traveling IO clays over sand and
through a country which only an ox team could
have covered. During the first summer,, Mr.
Waterfield and his wife lived in the wagon,
which he covered over with canvas, but before
the storms of winter came he had erected a
small frame house, 12 by 16 feet in dimensions,
a little home, which they occupied until 1867,
when they moved into Raymond, where Mr.
Waterfield built his handsome stone house, the
only one of its kind in the county, which is
situated in the midst of three acres of land.
\i\Tith such a setting, this unique residence at-

tracts universal admiration. It is built in
octagonal form, and thus catches the sunshine,
and commands views of the landscape, in every
direction. Each of the eight sides is 16 feet in
width. Mr. Waterfield still owns his 80 acres,
but this he has rented for some years. His
wife also owns a tract of 80 acres, in section 3,
Poyner township. Mr. W aterfielcl carried on
general farming, but now his land is mainly
devoted to dairying and the raising of hogs.
For about IO years Mr. vVaterfield kept a hotel
at Raymond, and did much to promote the
growth and development of the town and sursouncling country. His recollections of the early
clays in Black Hawk County are of the most interesting character, and through them the present generation can see when this great, teeming, cultivated and occupied stretch of prairie
was nothing but a wild tract given over to the
forces of Nature.
Mr. Waterfield has been thrice marr.ied. In
1851 he married Mercy Van Sickle, of \i\Tarren County, New Jersey, who accompanied him
to the \;Vest. She died in 1860, and in September of the same year he married Nancy
Hughes, of North Carolina, who died in 1880.
His third union was with Mrs. Celia Johnson,
wii:low of William Johnson and daughter of
Ira Nichols, a pioneer of Iowa from Ohio.
Two children were born to the first marriage,
namely: Henry, who died aged 21 years, and
an infant. The two children of the second
marriage were: George C., a farmer of Poyner.
township; and Mary E., wife of David vVaterhouse of Charter Oak, Iowa. One daughter-.
Maude, was born to the third marriage; she i,:.
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a teacher and resides at home. Mr. Water.field educated his children to be teachers, and
all taught school except George C.
In politics, Mr. Waterfield' has always been
a stanch Republican and has filled the local
offices of road supervisor and school director
( the latter for 20 years) , and was a justice of
the peace for more than that period. He has
long been one of the most liberal supporters of
the Methodist Episcopal Church at Raymond,
and is one of its trustees.

DD

mercantile business. At the same date he was
appointed postmaster at Vv ashburn, an office he
has continued to fill with satisfaction to all concerned.
In October, 1892, Mr. Delagardelle married
Anna Weber, who was born in Black Hawk
County, Iowa, November r, 1869, and is a
daughter of Theodore and Lena Weber, natives of Germany. They have three interesting
children,-Joseph, Loretta and Genevieve.
_In politics, Mr. Delagardelle is a stanch
Republican, and he has served in a number of
the local offices; he has been treasurer of the
School Board, and for the past two years has
been clerk of Cedar township. Mr. Delagardelle and his wife belong to the Catholic
Church. As residents of \\T ashburn they have
many friends, and are held in general esteem.

DELAGARDELL E, postmaster
of Washburn, Black Hawk County, and one of the leading citizens
of this section, was born in DuPage
County, Illinois, June 15, 1867, and is a son
of Matthew and Susan (Paysen) Delagardelle
Matthew Delagardelle was born in Allenstein, Germany. He was reared according to
EORGE \V. STRAYER, deceased,
the laws of the land, serving his three years in
was for many years a very prominent
the German Army. In 1863 he came to the
farmer of Black Hawk township,
United States, and settled in Illinois, but now
Black Hawk County. He was born
lives in retirement at Gilbertsville, Iowa. He July 12, 1840, in Johnstown, Pennsylvania, and
married Susan Peyson, who was born in the was a son of Joseph and Susannah (Knable)
Grand Duchy of Luxemburg. They have a fam- Strayer.
ily of six children, namely: M.; John, of PoyThe parents of the late George W. Strayer
ner township; Peter, of \\Taterloo; Lena, wife came to Iowa from Pennsylvania in 1870, and
of \Villiam \,V eber of Poyner township; Nicho- settled upon a farm of 400 acres in Black Hawk
las, of Waterloo; and Mary, who is at home. township, Black Ha,Yk County, which was
Mr. Delagardelle remained in Illinois until formerly owned by George \Vard. This land is
he was 17 years old. Then he accompanied his situated in section 28, and is now owned by a
parents to Iowa ~nd worked on the farm until son-in-law, Samuel \Vatters. Here Joseph
March, 1898, when he embarked in the general Strayer lived through the remainder of his life,

m
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and died in 1876, aged 55 years. His widow
survived him until January 5, 1904, when she
passed away at the ~ge of 82 years. In religious belief they were Dunkards, or German
Baptists. In politics, Joseph Strayer was a
Democrat, but he would accept no office except
membership on the School Board. The children of Joseph Strayer and his wife were:
Kate, deceased; George vV., deceased; John;
Levi ; Sarah Ann and Mary Ann (twins), both
deceased; Elizabeth; Susannah; Jacob, deceased; William; and Lavina and Martha, both
deceased.
The late George vV. Strayer attended the
common schools of his native place after which
he assisted on the farm and then learned the
carpenter's trade, at which he worked until
1869, when he came to Iowa. He settled in
Black Hawk township, Black Hawk County,
where he purchased a farm of 160 acres, situated in section 22. Here he engaged in general
farming and worked at his trade. Alternating
between the two occupations and combining
the work of both, he became one of the county's
substantial men. He invested in more land,
and became possessed of 500 acres, 400 acres
of which are now the property of his children.
In 1862, Mr. Strayer married Barbara
Cain, who is a daughter of Samuel Cain, who
was one of the early residents of Black Hawk
township. The following children were born
to them: Malvina, deceased; Elmira E., who
married William Crownover, and has two children,-\i\Tilma and Elsie; William J., who married Hattie Glenney, and has one child,-Edna
Re; Lucinda, who married Charles Y ockstick,
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and has one child-Iva; Rebecca, who married Milton Whitehead and died five months
later; Charles L., who married Eva Metz, and
has one child,-Neva; and Robert S., who remains with his mother. The death of Mr.
Strayer took place March 6, 1897, and it was
not only an irreparable loss to his family, but
to the community, for he was a noble Christian
character, a devoted husband and affectionate
father, and one of that class of substantial and
useful citizens who can hardly be spared from
any community. He was a faithful member
of the Dunkard Church, and lived up to its
teachings in his daily life.
Mrs. Strayer is one of the most highly
esteemed residents of Black Hawk township.
She is well known and is beloved by her family
and a wide circle of friends. She is a member
of the Progressive Brethren Church.

m

ANS KROG. Among the self-made
. men of Black Hawk County, farmers
by vocation, men who have succeeded
through their own energy and perseverance, and are proprietors of fine and productive farms, men who are able to spend the
sunset of life in the enjoyment of a competency,
obtained through years of economy and honest
toil, is the gentleman whose name appears
above. Mr. Krog was born in Denmark in
1850, and is a son of Otto and Ellen Krog.
Otto Krog came to America in 1872, and is
still living. His wife is deceased. They had
three other children besides Hans.
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Hans Krog came to America in 1870, and
LINTON R. RANDALL, president
settled in Jackson County, Iowa, where he
and treasurer of the Waterloo Matworked as a carpenter. He went to St. Louis
tress & Furniture Company, was
in 1871, and then returned to Jackson County,
born in 1837, in Allegheny County,
where he remained until 1874. He then pur- New York, and is a son of Ralph C. and Vachased 80 acres of land in Grundy County, delia Etta Van Buran (Pratt) Randall.
Iowa, and later added 160 acres, and again 80
Ralph C. Randall was born in 1812 in the
acres, adjoining his first purchase, all of which State of New York, and died at Knoxville,
he now owns. Mr. Krog remained in Grundy Illinois, in 1896. He married Vaclelia Etta Van
County about 12 years, when he moved to Buren Pratt, who was born in 1820, in New
Cedar Falls, and in 1893 purchased 160 acres York, and was a daughter of Dr. Seth H. Pratt,
of the Field farm, in section 26, Cedar Falls and his wife Abigail Balcolm, Dr. Pratt was
township. He later added another quarter of an eminent physician, legislator and man of afa section to this farm, and at the present time fairs in New York. Mrs. Randall, one of a
owns 400 acres, besides hi s other land in Grundy family of seven children, died at Knoxville,
County. Mr. Krog moved on this farm in Illinois, in 1897. In early life, Mr. Randall
1894, and has made it his home ever since. learned the wagon and carriage-making trade,
Mr. Krog is also a carpenter by trade, having and followed it all his life. In 1855 he refollowed that occupation in the early years of moved to Knoxville, Illinois, where he spent
his life. He came to America a poor young the rest of his clays. He was a son of Col. Denman, and through hard work and economy has nison Randall, who commanded a regiment in
gained what he has to-day. In political action, the War of 1812. The family is probably of
Mr. Krog is a Democrat, and has served as Welsh descent, and has always been one of
school director in Grundy County, and also, substance and reliability.
for the past three terms, as a director of his
Clinton R. Randall was 18 years of age
district in Black Hawk County. Mr. Krog was when he accompanied his parents to Illinois,
one of twins, and also has another brother and where he completed his schooling and then
a sister. His twin brother, August Krog, re- learned the trade of wagon and carriage buildsides in Buena Vista County, Iowa. Christ ing with his father. The latter was not an easy
Krog resides in Grundy County. His sister taskmaster, insisting that his son should thorAnna, wife of Nes Bek, lives in South Dakota. oughly understand every detail. When fully
The subject of this sketch was married to equipped for the trade, he went out from home
Anna M. Lindberg, and seven children were as a commercial traveler, representing heavy
born to them, all of whom are living, namely: hardware houses, including leading firms of
Ellen, Mary, Otto, Hans, Eva, Bernard and Peoria, for six years; of Davenport, for seven
Martha.
years; of Dubuque, for one year, and later, of
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Burlington, Iowa, covering, 111 all, about 20
years. He then engaged in business for himself at Knoxville, Illinois, establishing a carriage and wagon business there, in which he
continued 20 years. Selling out, he removed
to Waterloo, Iowa, in 1895, and traveled again
on the road until 1899. Then he began the
manufacture of all kinds of mattresses, having
organized a corporation for that purpose under
the name of the Waterloo Mattress & Furniture Company. Its first president and treasurer was Henry Winzell, the vice-president
was D. S. Winzell and the secretary was Clinton R. Randall. Under these officers the business was conducted for two years, when D.
S. \Vinzell became president and treasurer,
with Clinton R. Randall, secretary. One year
later, Clinton R. Randall became president and
treasurer, and George P. Beck, Jr., secretary.
At the annual meeting of the company in 1904,
Clinton R. Randall was elected president and
treasurer, and his son, A. G. Randall, secretary. This business has met with success from
its beginning, and the products of the plant are
sold all over the country. In 1904, Mr. Randall bought the lot and plant of the old corncob pipe factory, on the east side of the Illinois
Central Railroad shops. He has remodeled and
improved the buildings, which he has leased to
the mattress company and it will soon have
here a fully equipped additional plant for its
constantly increasing business. Much of the
company's success must be attributed to the
business ability of Mr. Randall, to his judicious
management, and to the thorough knowledge
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of detail work which he learned in his father·s
shop.
In 1859 Mr. Randall married Jane Hogg,
who was born in New York, of Scotch descent.
Five children were born to this union, namely:
Winfield R., born at Knoxville, Illinois, who
married Mattie Eads, and has three children,Harry, Winnifred and Florence; Florence,
born at Knoxville, Illinois, who married Leroy
Everley, and has one child,-Leslie; Della,
born at Knoxville, Illinois, who married F. L.
Jenkins, and has three children,-Beatrice,
Gladys and Helen; Alexander G., born
at Knoxville, Illinois, who married Kate Morgan, and is secretary of the above mentioned
company; and Hortense, born at Peoria, Illinois, who married Earl J oder, a son of J. K.
Joder, of Waterloo.
Mr. Randall and his family belong to the
Congregational Church. In political action, he
is a Republican. He is one of the old, fully
paid up , members of the Ancient Order of
United Workmen, having joined the organization many years ago in Dubuque.

ORATIO B. LIZER, editor and publisher, of the Progress-Review, at
La Porte City, Iowa, and one of the
prominent educators of the State,
was born February 19, 1864, in Buchanan
County, Iowa, and is a son of John H. and
Emma (Allen) Lizer.
The Lizer family remoYed from Pennsyl-
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vania to Ohio, prior to the birth of John H.
Lizer. It is of Pennsylvania Dutch extraction,
and has been mainly an agricultural one. John
H. Lizer was born in Wayne County, Ohio,
April 13, 1841, and in 1852 he moved with his
family to Buchanan County, Iowa, passing
through Waterloo when it was but a hamlet of
three dwellings. He still owns a farm in that
locality but has retired from the farm, and is
living in Vinton, Iowa. In politics he is a
Democrat, and fraternally he is an Odd Fellow. In 1863, he married Emma Allen, whose
ancestry is traced to the gallant Ethan Allen,
of Green Mountain fame. She was born April
19, 1845, at Ticonderoga, New York, and died
in Iowa -in 1896. Their children were as follows: Horatio B. ; Myrtie, wife of W. D. Wilkinson, of Shady Grove, Iowa; Jay D.", of Cleghorn, Iowa, where he is engaged in mercantile
pursuits with his younger brother,; Lee 0., engaged in business with his brother Jay D., and
Maude, who died, aged 19 years.
Horatio B. Lizer was reared on a farm and
prepared for entrance at the Iowa State Normal School in 1883 by study in the public
schools. He was graduated in 1891, after a
four,-years course of study, with the degree of
Master of Didactics, in the meantime having
taught school for a considerable period. Subsequently he became principal of the Winthrop
schools for two years, and the Quasqueton
schools for one year, and for a like period was
principal of the Hubbard schools. In the fall
of 1892 he came to La Porte City as the principal of the public schools here, and his long association with the public school system here,

cover:ing a period of nine years, was brought
to a close by his resignation, which was reluctantly accepted. In 1901 he purchased his
present plant and since that time has devoted
his time and ability to the development of the
Progress-Review, of La Porte City, and the
News, of Mount Auburn, Benton County,
Iowa.
In 1903 Mr. Lizer was the Republican candidate for county superintendent of schools, but
has not been a public office-holder, although
deeply interested in the furthering of all progressive movements relative to the city's welfare, wielding a facile pen in the cause.
On June 23, 1898, Mr. Lizer was united in
marriage with Mary Fenner, who was born
August 17, 1870, at Montezuma, Iowa, and
is a daughter of Charles W. and Mary Fenner,
natives of Ohio. Mr. and Mrs. Lizer . are
members of the Presbyterian Church. Fraternally he is a Mason, a member of Trowel
Lodge, No. 216; a member of the Order of the
Eastern Star; K. 0. T. M., and of the K. of P .
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ATRICK E. McGARVEY, a well
known farmer of Eagle township,
Black Hawk County, who resides
upon his farm in sections 14, 15 and
22, was born March 4, 1851, in Wilmington,
Delaware, and is a son of William and Ann
(McCullon) McGarvey.
William McGarvey and his wife were born
in County Tyrone, Ireland, and both came to
America unmarried. The father worked for

GEORGE WALTER
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some years m Philadelphia, and then went to
Wilmington, Delaware, where he worked on
public improvements. There he married and
shortly afterward engaged in farming in that locality on rented land. In the spring of 1855
he came to Black Hawk County, Iowa, and
settled at Cedar Falls, where he was engaged
in brick-making and lime burning until 1865.
He then removed to Eagle township and settled
down to farming, purchasing 80 acres of land,
which is now a part of the property owned by
J. J. McGarvey. He was a very hard-working
man, and continued to accumulate until he
owned 480 acres, which he divided among his
children; the family now owns 2,000 acres
in Black Hawk County. Mr. McGarvey left
an honorable name behind him, for he was notably honest and upright. When William McGarvey passed his word, it was just as binding as any legal paper could have made it. His
family consisted of seven children, as follows:
Catherine, deceased; Patrick E.; Mary A.;
William C. ; Maggie; John J. ; and Lawrence
F. Mr. McGarvey died in February, 1904, aged
91 years, his wife having passed away in DeBoth were
cember, 1902, aged 80 years.
worthy members of the Catholic Church.
The subject of this sketch was a pupil in the
schools of Black Hawk County. He came to
the farm with his father in 1865, since
which time he has never been out of Eagle
township. In 1879 he bought his farm, which
he has continued to improve ever since, and has
made it a very valuable piece of property. He
has erected a fine modern residence, large barns
and necessary farm buildings , is in th e enj oy34

ment of ample means, and enJoys the esteem
of his family and friends.
In 1878 Mr. McGarvey was married to
Mary Mullen, a daughter of Patrick Mullen.
They have a fine family of sons and daughters,
namely: William F., Catherine, Alice, Edward, Lewis, Helen, Gertrude and Agnes. Mr.
McGarvey is a consistent Catholic, and has
carefully reared his children in that faith. In
politics he is a Democrat. He has served as
a school official for the past 21 years, and has
also been township clerk.

EORGE WALTER, a prominent
farmer of Black Hawk township,
Black Hawk County, Iowa, who
owns and operates a fine farm of 338
acres situated in sections 31 and 32, was born
September 24, 1839, in Saxe-Coburg, Germany. He is a son of Henry and Anna Margaret (Faber) Walter. The father died in
Germany, but the mother came to America and
passed away in Illinois, in 1874.
George Walter was 16 years of age when
he accompanied his mother to America. He
lived at Mendota, La Salle County, Illinois,
until I 884. There he purchased a farm of 160
acres, which he operated successfully until he
came to his present location. Mr. Walter has
been engaged in general farming and stock
raising, making a specialty of oats and corn,
and each year disposing of many first class
horses, cattle and hogs. Well located and carefully cultivated, his farm ranks well with the
best in Black Hawk County. Mr. Walter be-
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lieves in modern methods and improved machinery, and makes use of both with admirable
results. He has spent a small fortune in improvements, and his fine residence, barns and
outbuildings give evidence of thrift and good
management.
In 1865 Mr. Walter was united in marriage
with Maggie Billhorn, who was also born in
Germany. They have a family of IO children,
namely: Katie, Elizabeth, Maggie, Henry,
Laura, Hattie, John, Lawrence, Edwin and
Ellen. The family belong to the Lutheran
Church. In politics, Mr. Walter is identified
with the Republican party.
Mr. Walter is a veteran of the Civil War,
in which he served faithfully for almost four
years. In 1861, he enlisted in Company I, 55th
Reg., Illinois Vol. Inf., and with his gallant
:regiment participated in all the various campaigns of the Army of the Tennessee. He was
o ne of that brave army which marched to the
ea, under command of General Sherman, part1.king of the hardships of army life and enjoying its honors at the grand review which took
place in Washington in 1865. A portrait of
J\1r. ·w aiter accompanies this sketch.

man, who was a native of Vermont. Levi
Eastman was a very early settler in Wisconsin, and owned large tracts of land there, which
he cleared, and cultivated until his death, at the
age of 72 years. For his day he was regarded
as a large capitalist. Joel Eastman spent his
early life in logging in the forests of Canada,
and later moved to Dubuque, Iowa. · About
1858, he moved to Hazel Green, Wisconsin,
where he engaged in the harness business. During this time, he had extensive business relations
with the firm of Grant & Perkins, of Galena,
Illinois, of which U. S. Grant was the principal
member, selling them hides and buying leather
from them. He died, aged 76 years, having
lived in retirement for some time. Mrs. Julia
(Beeman) Eastman still survives and resides
in Grant County, Wisconsin. Besides the subject of this sketch, she has a daughter, and another son, namely: Melissa, wife of Charles
Ditrick, who has two children-Russell and
Cleora; and Leroy D., who married Olive Hunter, and has two children-Vera and Jenniece.
E. Willard Eastman was schooled in his native county, and in youth assisted his father in
his logging operations. Brought up in the lumber regions, he became thoroughly acquainted
with the businesss, and carried on large transWILLARD EASTMAN, president actions while still a very young man. In 1901
of the Eastman Lumber Company of he came to Waterloo, and was one of the orvVaterloo, Iowa, is one of the large ganizers and incorporators of the Willard-Millumber operators of this section. He ler Lumber Company, of \Vaterloo, which ob·was born January 19, 1859, in Wisconsin, and tained its articles of incorporation July 16,
is a son of Joel F. and Julia (Beeman) East- 1901. Philip Miller was its first president, and
m an.
E. \i\Tillard Eastman, its secretary and treasurer.
J oel F. Eastman was a son of Levi East- . Three months later, Mr. Eastman assumed the

AND REPRESENTATIVE CITIZENS.
presidency, and they built a finely equipped
plant on East Fourth street. In 1904 the business name was changed to the Eastman Lumber Company, with E. W. Eastman president
and treasurer, and W. W. Hollman, secretary.
The offices are located in the Lafayette Block.
A large business is·clone in all kinds of manu•
factured lumber. The company has extensive yards in many localities of Iowa and Wisconsm.
In 1892, Mr. Eastman married Bertha
Hanske, who was born in Bellevue, Iowa, and
they have two children, 0. Marie and Willard H.
Politically, Mr. Eastman is identified with
the Republican party. He is one of the progressive and enterprising young business men
of \Vaterloo well fitted to manage his present
large concern, and its constant expansion and
growing importance testify to his effective
methods.

m

EONARD PINT, one of the successful
farmers and large land owners of
Black Hawk County, Iowa, whose
well cultivated farm of 315 acres is
situated in section 26, Poyner township, is a
native of Germany, where he was born October
6, 1838. He is a son of Jacob and Katherine
(Debolt) Pint.
Both parents of Leonard Pint were born
in Prussia, Germany, and they came to America in 1854. The father was a shoemaker by
trade. He spent his last years with his children,
and died in 1889 in Cook County, Illinois, aged

85 years. The mother died at Independence,
Iowa, in 1882, aged 65 years. They had seven
children, namely: Mathew, of Minnesota;
Mary, of Lemont, Cook County, Illinois; Philip, \\Tho died in Colorado; Kate, who died of
cholera, at Albany, New York; Leonard; J acob, of Independence, Iowa; and Mrs. Katherine Weber, of Jesup, Iowa.
Leonard Pint was 16 years of age when he
accompanied his parents to America. The family set sail from Antwerp and, as the weather
was fine, the voyage of 28 days was thoroughly
enjoyed. From New York they moved West
to Cook County, Illinois, and lived four years at
Lockport. Mr. Pint was living at this point
when the Western gold fever reached its height
and he joined six others in an overland journey,
with ox teams, to California. They spent
three weeks in Colorado, and then went on to
California. Mr. Pint was engaged in gold mining in California, Colorado and Idaho for many
years, with more or less success, and then returned as far East as Iowa. About 41 years
ago he located in Black Hawk County, settling
first on a tract of 80 acres in Fox township,
where he later accumulated 200 acres. He
made many improvements of his property there,
and sold it very advantageously. His present
fine farm of 315 acres in Poyner township heoperated until three years ago, and since then
has lived in retirement. Mr. Pint has been a
very successful man in a material sense. He
has worked hard, has been careful and provident. and is now able to enjoy the fruits of his
past labor. His honest and upright character
has been appreciated by his neighbors, and for-
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many years he was chosen to fill school offices
in his locaity.
In November, 1863, Mr. Pint married Mary
Jilley, who was born November 29, 1838, in
Belgium. She is a daughter of George and
Mary Jilley, and came to Iowa with her parents, when she was five years of age. Mr. and
Mrs. Pint have reared a fine family, nearly all
of whom are rparried, well settled in life and
highly respected members of society. The children were as follows : George, of Poyner
township; Mrs. Kate Cash, of Waterloo; Jacob, of Poyner township; Philip, of Sumner
County; Thomas, of Oklahoma; Mrs. Matilda
Gales, of Poyner township; William, a blacksmith, located at Washburn; Joseph, who died,
aged 14 years; and Mathew, who remains with
his father.
Mr. Pint has always been identified with the
Democratic party. He is a worthy member of
the Catholic Church. The period of 41 years
is a long one and Mr. Pint has seen many wonderful changes take place in that time in Iowa.
H is faith in the future of this section of the
State in point of agricultural development has
been amply justified. The subject of this sketch
is well known in his township, and enjoys the
esteem of his fellow citizens.

RED H. MILLER may be classed
among the most prominent and enterprising young
farmers of Black
Hawk County, where he owns and
operates a well cultivated farm of 117 acres,
situated in section 7, Union township. He was

born in Grundy County, Iowa, in 1879, and is
a son of Charles Freel and V ronia (Grab)
Miller, both natives of Germany.
Charles Fred Miller came to America when
17 years of age, and immediately secured work
in Iowa. From this state he moved to Galena,
Illinois, where he worked as a brewer for
some time. When he returned to Iowa, he located in Grundy County, and purchased 400
acres of land which he cultivated up to 1886,
when he sold the property. He then removed
to Black Hawk County and purchased 117
acres in Union township, which his son, Fred
H., now cultivates, and where the father resided
until his death. Mr. Miller was a Republican unpolitics. He was married to V ronia Grab, and
four children were born to them, namely:
Minnie C., who married Andrew Hook, and
has three children-Vronia, Nettie and an infant; Freel H.; Rose S., who married Freel
Becker, and has two children-Hazel and Gertrude; and Emma, wife of Louis H. Illian, residing in Black Hawk County, Iowa. Mr. Miller died January 6, 1901, at the age of 51 years,
and the death of his wife followed, November
7, 1901, she having reached the age of 45
years.
Fred H. Miller is prominent in the business
and social circles of his county, and takes great
interest in all enterprises which promote the
public weal. The subject of this sketch was
married to Olga Illian, who was born at Plymouth, Iowa, and is also of German parentage. He and his wife are the parents of one
child, Violet G. Mr. Miller is a member of the
Modern W ooclmen of America.

,
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EORGE W. WILSON, a leading citizen of Lincoln township, Black
Hawk County, and one of its most
prominent farmers, resides upon his
well improved farm of 200 acres in section 32.
He was born in Franklin, Johnson County, Indiana, and is a son of James and Nancy E.
(Hayden) Wilson.
James Wilson was born in Indiana, and his
wife in Kentucky. The grandfather, John
Wilson, was born in Pennsylvania, and was a
son of John Wilson, who came to America with
the English Army in Revolutionary days, and
finally settled in Pennsylvania, where he died.
His son John married Jane Bramwell, of English parentage, and they had the following
children: Nathaniel, James, Joseph, John,
Jordan, Richard, Mary, Isabel, Susan and
Sarah.
James \Vilson was a carpenter by trade,
which he followed in Indiana until he was 45
years old, when he moved to Iowa, and in 1851
purchased a quarter section in \Vaterloo township. This he sold in 1855 and realized enot1gh
by its sale to buy a section, the price having advanced from $1.25 to $5 per acre. With this
capital, Mr. \i\Tilson investee! judiciously and
became a man of large means. His death occurred in 1876, at the age of 60 years, two years
after he settled permanently in the county. He
was a Universalist in his religious belief. James
Wilson was twice married, six children being
born to his first union. His second marriage
was to Nancy E. Hayden, and they had the
Florence, Nathaniel,
following children:
Kate, Hampton T., George \V., Grace G., Car-

/

rie, W. Walter, Richard L. and Maude. Mr.
Wilson joined the Masonic fraternity at Franklin, Indiana, and was always an active member
of the organization.
George W. Wilson came to Iowa in 1874,
and his mental training was obtained in the
public schools of Indiana and Iowa. He remained upon the home property throughout his
youth and then decided to purchase it and it
has been his home all his life, with the exception
of one year. Mr. Wilson has one of the most
productive farms in Black Hawk County, which
is attributable to his excellent management.
He has made the substantial improvements upon it, and carries on extensive operations, not
only producing great crops but much excellent
stock.
On December 24, 1885, Mr. ·W ilson was
married to Lillie W. Hoag, who is a daughter
of Henry and Margaret (Riddle) Hoag, the
former of whom was born m Illinois,
and the latter in Pennsylvania. Mr. and
Mrs. Wilson have four children, namely:
H. Leland, Hazel P., J. Lyman and
The family are consistCharles E. H.
ent members of the Methodist Episcopal
Church. Politically, the father is a Republican;
fraternally, he is a member of Coin Lodge, No.
394, A. F. & A. M., of Reinbeck, Iowa. Mrs.
Wilson is a meinber of the Order of the Eastern
Star.
The father of Mrs. \i\Tilson, Henry Hoag,
was born May 7, 1839, in Stephenson County,
Illinois, and was a son of John and Margaret
Hoag. As far back as the family records go,
the Hoags were farmers and Methodists. Henry
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Mrs. McDowell was born in Pennsylvania
and is a daughter of Warren and Lucy (Woodward) Baldwin, natives of Vermont. In 18 54
they came to Black Hawk County, Iowa; they
made the trip from Pennsylvania in a covered
emigrant wagon, and after five weeks of journeying settled on a farm two miles from where
Hudson now stands. During the first winter
16 relatives lived together in one log house.
Mr. and Mrs. Bacllwin reared eight children
to maturity, and all married and had children
of their o,vn. All survive except one. l\Irs.
McDowell's ancestors came to America in very
early clays, the "Mayflower" bringing one of
them. Her maternal grandfather, with his six
AMES McDOWELL, a well known brothers, took part in the Revolutionary \Var.
and highly r.espected retired farmer of . She was l 5 years old when she came to Black
Black Hawk County, who has been a Hawk County, and can well recall the hardresident of Waterloo smce April 2, ships and pleasures of pioneer life. Her father
1882, was born in the North of Ireland, within hauled his lumber and supplies all the way
seven miles of Londonderry, on January 17, from Dubuque, that being then the nearest trad1832, and is a son of John McDowell.
ing point.
The subject of this sketch had one sister and
Mr. and Mrs. McDowell have reared a famfour brothers, and four of the family lived to ily of four children, all of whom were given exold age. He has one brother, Thomas, who cellent educational advantages. After graduresides in Osceola County, Iowa. In 1856, ating from the ·waterloo High School, they
James McDowell came to America, landing at attended institutions of a still higher grade.
Jew York. He traveled to Rockford, Illinois, They are as follows: Effie E., who married
by rail, and remained there until 1863. In the George Marshall, of Waterloo, Iowa, and has
fall of 1864, he settled on his farm in Orange one daughter, Elizabeth E.; John Warren, beartownship, Black Hawk County, Iowa, purchas- ing his grandfather's name, who married Lucy
ing his land for $5.25 and $6.25 per acre. He Livingston, lives in Osceola County, and has
erected a small frame house in which he lived, two sons,-James Leroy and Glenn Vv.; Elizaboarding around with his neighbors, until his beth E., a graduate of Waterloo High School,
marriage on May 2, 1867, to Lavinie E. Bald- the Iowa State Normal School, at Cedar Falls,
wm.
and a student at Cornell College, Mount VerHoag died in 1901. He came to Iowa in 1870,
and successfully followed farming in Lincoln
township, Black Hawk Couty, thereafter. He
married Margaret Riddle, who was born in
1842, in Center County, Pennsylvania, and is
a daughter of Matthew and Eliza Riddle, both
Pennsylvanians. The children of Mr. and Mrs.
Hoag were as follows: Lillie W., Charles S.,
Morris W., Nina S., Edward H., Olive E.,
Lotis J., Grace G., and Willis D. In religious
belief, Mrs. Hoag is a Presbyterian.
Both the Hoag and Wilson families are
prominent in Black Hawk County.
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non, Iowa, who married Charles E. Buckley,
superintendent of the Anamosa schools, and
has two children,-James Everett and Helen
Elizabeth; and William 0., who attended the
State University of Iowa, graduated in medicine at the College of Physicians and Surgeons,
in Chicago, married Alma Sessions, and is eng aged in practice at Grundy Center, Iowa.
For many years Mr. and Mrs. McDowell
resided on the farm, which has increased to a
half section. It was wild prairie land when
Mr. McDowell secured it, but is now weli cultivated and improved. In 1882, he rented the
farm, removed to Waterloo, and now occupies
one of his two comfortable residence on Allen
street, West Side. He and his wife belong to
the First Presbyterian Church.

m

ARNEY SMITH, deceased, was for
many years a prominent farmer of
Black Hawk County, Iowa. He was
born in Dublin, Ireland, in 1837, and
was a son of Bernard and Mary Ann Smith,
who were also natives of Ireland. They immigrated to America and settled at Utica, Oneida
County, New York, where the father engaged
in farming. They reared the following children: James, Thomas, Michael, Barney, Patrick and Ann. They were devoted members of
the Catholic Church.
The late Barney Smith journeyed from
New York to Illinois, where he was engaged in
farming for some years. When gold was first
discovered in the Black Hills, he joined the

fortune seekers and spent about two years in
gold mining. He was much more successful
than many others. He obtained quite a large
amount of the precious metal, and had he continued to work his claim he would doubtless
have amassed wealth. A fit of homesickness
seizing him, however, he sold out his interests
and returned to Illinois. In 1865 he came to
Iowa and engaged in breaking prairie land,
assisting in the first turning up of the virgin
soil, in and around La Porte City. · At a later
date, he purchased a farm south of La Porte
City, on which he remained two years and then
disposed of it. In 1877, he removed to the
property which is still owned by his widow and
heirs, this being, at that time, 80 acres in section 36. To his original purchase he added until, at the time of his death, he had accumulated
520 acres, all of which was situated in Eagle
township. This large body of land is cultivated by his sons. Mr. Smith was a hardworking, honorable man, who commanded the
respect of all who knew him. He was a good
neighbor and a devoted husband and father,
and reared a large family to become useful
members of society.
On January r, 1872, Mr. Smith was married to Catherine O'Connor, a daughter of
Michael and Catherine O'Connor, both of
whom were born in County Kerry, Ireland, as
was their daughter, Catherine. Mr. Smith is
survived by his estimable widow, who had nine
children, namely: John M ., James M., Catherine A., Bernard T., William P. (deceased),
Mary A., Joseph E ., Isadore ( deceased) and
Margaret E.
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In politics, Mr. Smith was a lifelong Democrat, and always took a good citizen's interest
in public affairs. In religious belief, he was a
Catholic.
John M. Smith, the eldest son of the late
Barney Smith, is the manager of the home
prope1 ty, and is a very reliable, capable young
man. He attended the common schools of
Eagle township and was a pupil at Vinton
Academy. Like his father, he has the reputation of being honorable and upright in all his
dealings, and has many friends. He belongs
to the Catholic Church, and is also a member
of the Catholic order of Knights of Columbus.

H. FITCH, a member of one of the
old and honorable pioneer families
Black Hawk County, who now lives
in retirement in Waterloo, was born
m October, 1836, in Michigan, and is a son
of Thomas H. and Aurelia (Harwood) Fitch.
The late Thomas H. Fitch was born in
Salisbury, Litchfield County, Connecticut, July
12, 1804, and was one of a family of 12 children. He died in Waterloo, February 16, 1892,
at the family home, No. 613 Franklin street,
which has been in the possession of the family
since 1862. Of the nine of his children who
survive, four were able to be present on this sad
occasion, C. H., Mrs. VI. C. Sloan and Mrs.
W. A. Marquis of Waterloo; and Mrs. Daniel
Brown, of Bloomfield.
When Thomas H. Fitch was two years old,
his parents moved to Ohio, and, in 1826, to St.
Joseph County, Michigan. There, in 1836,

he married Aurelia Harwood. In 1855 he
brought his family to Black Hawk County,
Iowa, settling as one of the very fit st pioneers
in Mount Vernon township. He secured 190
acres, paying $5 per acre, and spent the
greater portion of his remaining life in cultivating and improving this property. A man
of energy, enterprise and reliability, he was
speedily chosen to fill the position of justice of
the peace, and held other local offices, including
that of postmaster, during a period of more
than 20 years. Although almost 88 years of
age at the time of his decease, his faculties were
unimpaired and he took pleasure in recalling
the events and incidents of a long and most
worthy life.
His venerable widow still survives, and is
the center of affection for a large family, including 18 grandchildren and 16 great-grandchildren. Despite her 86 years, she still possesses a clearness of mind most remarkable,
and bodily vigor quite unusual. She has seen
Waterloo grow from the first overturning of
the soil to its present busy life of traffic, and the
surrounding country, from a wild prairie, the
home of wolves and other untamed creatures,
to the smiling, cultivated farming lands, capable of producing the choicest crops of the
State, and of supporting an immense population. Mrs. Thomas H. Fitch is of New England birth and parentage. She was born September 15, 1818, in Bennington, Vermont, and
is the eldest of the three daughters born to her
parents, Nathan and Nancy (Dorence) Harwood. Her two surviving sisters are: Mrs.
Louisa Spees, of Spokane, Washington; and
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Mrs. M. A. Morton, of San Diego, California;
the latter of whom is at present ministering
to the wants of her aged sister. Among the
many interesting recollections of this venerable
lady, are those pertaining to the early days of
her pioneer life in Iowa. The long journey
to the West was necessarily made overland,
both horse and ox teams being used, and the
first home was an old log house standing on
the property. It required all the courage and
inventive genius of this brave wife and mother
to turn this into the semblance of a comfortable home, but, under her capable management,
sons and daughters were reared here who have
gone out in the world and have made names
for themselves. Here her family was fed by
the food she cooked in the old fireplace, by the
light of which the children studied their few
books, when the candles she had molded gave
out. Seldom during the long winter evenings
was the spinning wheel silent, and the subject
of this sketch can recall the figure of his mother
walking to and fro as the flax passed through
her trained fingers. From this she wove the
cloth and fashioned the family garments. Upon
occasion, when the "men folks" were too much
occupied with farm work, she and her husband
have been known to undertake the nine days'
trip to Dubuque to trade, fording the bridgeless
streams and driving across miles of country
which was covered with sloughs of unknown
depth, camping out over night, and constantly
in clanger from Indian wanderers and ravenous
wild beasts. She can still recall her motherly
concern when it was necessary, as was frequently the case, to sweep the snow from the

covers of her children's beds, and she remembers times when the lack of articles now considered essential-fur coats and good shoesimperiled their health and entailed suffering.
In spite of her manifold cares and necessary duties, she performed her household tasks,
fashioned neat carpets for her floors, and still
can show, with a pardonable pride, the coverlets
"pieced" in her "resting" moments. Her children cherish these relics, and it would take a
very large amount to induce Mr. Fitch to part
with any of them. He preserves the old spinning wheel on which she worked through so
many weary hours, and the old hackle and carding machine, so useless now. Other possessions are books and almanacs, all of which have
a value, not only for the family, but for the
local historian. In addition to caring for her
own large family, she was never known to refuse comfort or help to a neighbor, and has
journeyed miles to relieve a sufferer when it
was impossible to secure a physician. In every
way Mrs. Fitch fulfills the ideal of a pioneer
wife and mother, a class deserving the highest
meed of praise, and the lasting gratitude of
younger generations.
Since 1882, C. H. Fitch has been a valued
resident of Waterloo. His early life was devoted to farming, and his educational advantages were somewhat limited, on account of the
paucity of schools in the early-settled regions.
He remained on the farm with his father until
1866, having married in 1864. His wife, Mary
McGinley, was a native of Pennsylvania. She
died in 1882, without issue.
In 1866 Mr. Fitch decided to visit the \i\T est,
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but when he left home he probably little imagined the many adventures he would meet with
before his return. Taking part in the Indian
war in 1866, he was wounded by the arrow of
an Indian, and still bears the scar. He visited
Montana and then pushed on into California,
where he was engaged in mining for some time,
and then went to San Francisco. There he accepted a position as engineer on a Pacific Ocean
vessel, and followed a seafaring life for the
succeeding IO years. During this period, he
visited almost all the large cities and places of
interest along the Pacific Coast in South America, seeing many strange phases of life and
many different types of character. This liberal
education compensated for all he lost in youth,
and Mr. Fitch has many interesting recollections to draw upon. After his return to Iowa,
he settled in Waterloo and followed the carpenter's trade for some time, but for several
years has lived retired from active business
affairs.
Politically Mr. Fitch has been a stanch
Republican ever since he cast his first presidential vote for Abraham Lincoln. He is
widely known, and worthily represents one of
the county's oldest and most honored families.

m

UGUSTUS E. BORGER, a prominent
farmer, who 0\\'ns a fine farm of
240 acres of well improved land in
section 8, Black Hawk township,
Black Hawk County, has been a resident of
Iowa during his entire life. He was born

April 5, 1878, and is a son of Rudolph and
Anna (Lochhouse) Borger.
Rudolph Borger and his wife were born in
Germany, and came to America about 1857,
settling first in Louisville, Kentucky, where Mr.
Borger was in the grocery business with his
brother-in-law, who had been engaged in that
business at Louisville for several years. Later,
he moved to Wisconsin, where he remained but
two years, when he moved to Louisville. Mr.
Borger came to Iowa about 1869, and settled
in Black Hawk township, Black Hawk County,
where he purchased 200 acres of farming land,
and followed the occupation of farming and
stock raising until 1894, when he moved to
Cedar Falls. At the time Mr. Borger retired,
he had accumulated over 500 acres of land.
:n political action, Mr. Borger is independent
of party. Mr. and Mrs. Borger have had eight
children, namely: William, deceased; Lulu;
Emma and Edward, deceased; Augustus E. ;
Edith; Minnie, deceased; and one who died
in infancy. Mr. and Mrs. Borger are mempers of the German Evangelical Church.
Augustus E. Borger obtained his mental
training in the common schools of Black Hawk
County and the city schools of Cedar Falls.
He has always followed farming and at present cultivates the home farm of 240 acres. devoting the land to general farming and stock
ra1smg. The principal products are corn. oats
and hay. Mr. Borger also keeps a dairy. and
sells the milk. Politically, Mr. Borger is a
member of the, Democratic party.
In 1903, the subject of this sketch \\''.lS married to Christina Schoemann, who is a mtiYe
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of Germany, and came to America with her
brother in 1894. In religious belief, Mrs.
Borger is a Lutheran.

II

OREN B. DOXEY, M. D., who is one
of the leading physicians of Black
Hawk County, Iowa, and operates a
fine farm of 160 acres 111 sections 2 l
and 29, Cedar township, was born October 20,
1858, in Cedar township, and is a son of
Thomas B. and Margaret (Henry) Doxey.
The late Thomas B. Doxey was a well
known citizen of Cedar township, a highly respected man, and an honored veteran of the
Civil War. He was born at Baltimore, Maryland, August 17, 1820. When eight years of
age he was placed with an excellent Quaker
family in Ohio, his widowed mother, with the
rest of the children, going to Indiana, where
he subsequently joined them, and engaged in
farming in the vicinity of Richmond, in that
State. In 1854 he came to Black Hawk County,
entered land in Eagle township and purchased
more in Cedar township, where, with the exception of the years spent in the army, he passed
tlie rest of his life, dying May 13, 1903. Mr.
Doxey served his country, for three years during the Civil VVar. He enlisted from Waterloo,
Iowa, in Company C, 32nd Reg., Iowa Vol.
Inf., under Colonel Eberhart. He participated
in the Reel River campaign in pursuit of General Price's army; was at Moblie and New
Orleans; took part in nine battles, each one of

6.37

which lasted three days, and was engaged in 52
skirmishes. During a part of the time he
served in the cavalry, and did not escape inJury. At Paris, Tennessee, his horse fell and
he received a cut on the knee, which gave him
trouble throughout his subsequent life. He was
a valued member of Robert Anderson Post G.
A. R., at Waterloo, and was a pensioner. In
politics he always supported the Republican
party. He married Margaret Henry, who was
born at Lowville, New York, December 27,
1825, and is a daughter of Alexander Henry.
She still survives, and resides witli her son,
Loren B. The children of Thomas Doxey and
his wife were: Mrs. Ella Boyd, of Ames, Iowa;
Mrs. May Breckenridge, of Kooskia, Idaho;
Mrs. J. P. Geist, of Waterloo; Loren B.; vVilliam, of Waterloo; and Mrs. Della Close, of
Mountain View, California.
Dr. Doxey was engaged in farming until
he was 27 years of age, having completed his
high school course in 1889, and taught school
for several terms, in the meantime reading medicine. In 1894 he graduated from Rush Medical College, at Chicago, and went into practice
at Joy, Illinois, where he continued for eight
and a half years. Then Dr. Doxey removed
to Cedar township, Black Hawk County, to
care for his aged parents and to look after the
property. The latter he has clone effectively,
and he has also built up a large and lucrative
practive in Washburn and the adjacent territory. He belongs to the county and State medical societies, and keeps fully abreast of the
times in his profession.
On October 19, 1897, Dr. Doxey was mar-
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ried to Mary Bridgford, who was born at
Millersburg, Illinois, June 20, 1873, and died
in Illinois, May 2, 1898. She was a lady of
charming personality, highly educated-a
graduate of the New Boston (Illinois) High
School, and the Illinois State Normal School,
and for some years had been a successful
teacher.
Politically Dr. Doxey is an active Republican, has taken much interest in township matters, served one term as assessor in his youth,
but in later life has not accepted any office. He
is a leading member of the Presbyterian
Church, and, under protest, is superintendent
of the Sunday-school, his personal popularity
making his selection unanimous.

m

EORGE VI. DAWSON, one of the
well known members of the Black
Hawk County bar, and a valued citizen of Waterloo, Iowa, was born in
Albion township, Butler County, Iowa, March
17, 1863. He is a son of Edward and Catherine Dawson. His mother is deceased, but his
father lives in comfortable retirement at Cedar
Falls, having reached the age of 84 years.
The Dawson family came to Iowa from
Ohio about 1842, making the whole journey
in emigrant fashion, no railroads reaching to
their destination at that period. Mr. Dawson
settled on a raw prairie farm in Butler County,
which he developed into a fine property and
occupied until 1900, when the weight of years
made him seek the ease of city life. The five

surviving children are: E. A., a member of the
railroad commission firm of Gibson & Dawson;
William, a farmer and stockman, and supervisor of Butler County; George W. ; Margaret,
the devoted nurse of her aged father at Cedar
Falls; and Fletcher, who is at home. Three
children died in infancy.
The boyhood of George vV. Dawson was
spent on his father's Butler County farm, and
his mental training was obtained in the district schools. After teaching school several
terms, he entered the State University of Iowa,
at Iowa City, spent two years in the collegiate
course and two in the law department, graduating from the latter most creditably with the
class of 1887. Mr. Dawson then opened an
office in vVaterloo for practice, entering into
partnership with S. M. Edwards, under the
style of Dawson & Edwards. This association
continued one year, since which time Mr. Da,Yson has practiced alone. He has been very successful, and has been a prominent figure in many
of the legal controversies of Waterloo and this
section. In 1890 he was elected county attorney, and continued in that office for four
years.
In 1895, Mr. Dawson married Ellen S.
Swan, who was born in Butler County, and is
a daughter of the late L. M. Swan. They have
one son, Dale Edward, born in March, 1901.
Mr. and Mrs. Dawson have a very pleasant
home at No. 524 East Fourth street.
During most of the time that Mr. Dawson
has lived in Waterloo, he has been actively interested in political questions, and he is a leading member of the Republican party here. He
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is connected with a number of fraternal orders,
is a Royal Arch Mason, an Elk and a Knight
of Pythias.

m

EORGE SHIRLEY, a successful
farmer of Black Hawk County,
Iowa, who formerly owned a well
cultivated farm of 500 acres in East
Waterloo township, may be called one of the
pioneers in this section, to which he came in
1858. Mr. Shirley was born in Morgan County, Ohio, December 22, 1821, and is the only
survivor of the children born to his parents,
Joseph and Elizabeth (Keith) Shirley.
Both parents of George Shirley were natives of Pennsylvania, from which State they
moved to Morgan County, Ohio, and there followed farming for a number of years. They
then removed to Richland County, Ohio, then
to La Porte County, Indiana, and still later,
to Winnebago County, Illinois. In 1859 they
came to Black Hawk County, Iowa, where
they passed the rest of their days. They were
worthy members of the Methodist Episcopal
Church. Their children were-Peter, Nancy,
Lewis, George, Ruhama and Julia.
George Shirley attended the district school
during his boyhood, and assisted his father in
farming until he attained the age of 25 years,
continuing to farm in Illinois for three years
after his first marriage. In 1858, he decided
that he could better his condition by settling
on the rich lands to which Iowa was inviting
desirable citizens, the vicinity of Vv aterloo
particularly attracting him. In additi on to his

wagons loaded with household effects, he drove
l 1 cows and four horses, and made the journey
without serious inconvenience, although the
country was still full of Indians. Mr. Shirley
bought 300 acres of virgin land, to which he
added 200 additional acres, and had one of the
really fine farms of this section, well improved
,viith substantial buildings and fencing, and
orchard and shade trees. This result was
brought about by the industry and providence
of himself and wife, both of whom, now in the
evening of life, enjoy the health of body and
mind which permits their enjoyment of the
fruits of their labor. Mr. Shirley has carried
on general farming, and has also raised some
cattle and stock, meeting with excellent success in all he undertook.
In 1842, Mr. Shirley married Louisa Clogston, who died in Illinois, leaving one son,
George, who is a resident of Oregon. On May
21, 1857, Mr. Shirley married Hannah S.
Pierce, who was born in Delaware County,
New York, and reared in Pennsylvania. Moses
Pierce, her father, was a farmer; his wife was
Sarah Blackman, of Philadelphia. The children of Mr. Shirley's second marriage were
as follows : Elizabeth A. ; Joseph; Bird B. ;
Alvin A. ; Abbie; Della and Dora (twins) and
Charles. Elizabeth A. married Elra Walsh,
and at death left four children Joseph, a farmer
of East Waterloo township, married first, Della
Howry, and second, Edith Prangley, having,
by the first marriage, a son, and by the second,
two daughters. Bird B. is engaged in teaming
at Waterloo, but owns a good farm. Alvin A .,
a farmer of Barclay township, married Estelle
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Lasure, and has one son. Abbie is the widow
of Charles Kimble, of Knox County, Nebraska,
and has six children. Della is the wife of William Prangley of Hancock, South Dakota, and
has four children. Dora is the wife of Edward
Engle, of Sioux Falls, South Dakota, and has
one daughter. Charles is a private in the United
States Army, belonging to the 32nd Regiment
Coast Artillery, stationed at Fort Baker, California.
Mr. Shirley has been a lifelong Republican,
but has never taken any active part in politics.
Both he and his good wife are consistent members of the Methodist Church.

HARLES E. KLINGAMAN, a wellknown prosperous farmer and stock
raiser of Black Hawk County, resides on a valuable, well improved
farm of 216 acres, situated in section 33, Black
Hawk township. Mr. Klingaman was born in
this county, July 27, 1870, and is a son of Silas
L. and Mattie (Cain) Klingaman.
Silas L. Klingaman and wife are both natives of Pennsylvania, the former of Somerset
County, and the latter, of Cambria County.
The father came to Iowa in 1865, and engaged
in the occupation of farming, which he had
previously followed in Pennsylvania.
Mr.
Klingaman continued his farming operations
in Pennsylvania until after the Civil War broke
out. In 1863 he enlisted in Company K, 54th
Pennsylvania Heavy Artillery. After the war
he removed to Black Hawk County, Iowa,

where his parents had previously settled, and
assisted his father for several years. Mr.
Klingaman then rented a farm and became so
successful at this occupation that he purchased
one; but desiring a different locality he sold
his property, and purchased a farming tract in
Eagle township which he also sold. He then
purchased his present farm situated in Orange
township, Black Hawk County, which he successfully cultivated up to the time of his removal to Waterloo, in 1902. In political belief, Mr. Klingaman is a Republican, and has
held the office of township trustee as the choice
of that party. Mr. and Mrs. Klingaman are
the parents of five children, namely: Charles
E. , whose name heads this brief notice; Alice,
who is the wife of George Johnson; Frank;
William and Arthur. Mr. and Mrs. Klingaman are members of the Progressive Brethren
Church.
Charles E. Klingaman obtained his mental
training in the common schools of Black Hawk
County, and the Waterloo Commercial College,
and then turned his attention to farming and
stock raising. He purchased his present farm
in 1899, and has since been actively engaged in
its cultivation. Mr. Klingaman devotes his
land to general farming and stock raising, and
also bestows much time and labor on dairy products, which he sells to the Hudson Creamery.
He is prominent in business and social circles,
and has served on the township board of road
comm1ss1oners. Fraternally, he is a member of
the I. 0. 0. F. and the Modern Woodmen of
America.
Mr. Klingaman was married in 1893 to
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Hattie Brandhorst, a daughter of Fred Brandhorst. They are the parents of one childHelen-who attends the public schools. In religious belief, Mrs. Klingaman is a member of
the Progressive Brethren Church. In politics
l\fr. Klingaman is a Republican.

m

EORGE W. FISHER, M. D., a prominent physician of La Porte City,
Iowa, was born at Three Rivers, St.
Joseph County, Michigan, October
2r, 1853. He is a son of Jonas and Mary
(Fisher) Fisher.
Jonas Fisher was born at Danville, Pennsylvania, March r6, 1784 and was a pioneer
settler in Michigan. He settled on rich tracts
near a lake that bears his name. His life was
that of a farmer and stock raiser. He belonged
to a family which was noted for its longevity.
His brother, Christopher, lived to the age of
ror years, and his brother, William, was ro3
years old at the time of his death, in Pennsylva111a. Mr. Fisher had reached the age of 96
years when he died, in r88o, from sunstroke,
never having been sick a day in his life. He
was a man of commanding appearance, weighing 240 pounds, and attributed his excellent
health to abstemious habits, early rising, and
hard work. His religious faith made him a
willing and consciencious supporter of the
church, a kind friend and helpful neighbor.
He acumulated a large property, which was
left to the surviving members of his family of
13 children.
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The mother of Dr. Fisher was born at
Williamsport, Pennsylvania, May 25, r811, and
died at White Pigeon, Michigan, in 1895, at
the age of 84 years. The four survivors of the
family are: William, of Pentwater, Michigan;
Oliver, of Big Rapids, Michigan; Jonas W., a
successful speculator of Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, formerly a physician; and Dr. George
W. Jonas Fisher and his wife were consistent
members of the Methodist Church.
Dr. Fisher resided in his native county until
he completed his high school course at Three
Rivers in 1870, and then spent two years at
Albion College, Michigan. From childhood
he had displayed remarkable musical gifts and
through boyhood and young manhood he cultivated this great talent. Previous to beginning
the study of medicine in 1875, he spent a year
and a half in the study of vocal and instrumental music at Dana's Musical Institute at
Warren, Ohio. In 1877, Dr. Fisher was graduated at the Chicago Homeopathic College,
and remained in Michigan until 1879, when he
came first to La Porte City. · After two years,
he moved to Mendon, Michigan, where he
practiced until 1891, when he returned to La
Porte City, and has been very firmly established
here ever since.
In 1878, Dr. Fisher was married at Mendon, Michigan, to Belle Des Voignes; at her
death, she left one son, who died in infancy.
In 1892, Dr. Fisher was married to Lida
Sweeney, of Larchwood, Iowa. Until his practice prevented, Dr. Fisher devoted much time
to music, taking great enj oyment in directing
choirs, and in leading bands and orchestras.
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He possesses a fine tenor voice which he has
used on many occasions, to add to the pleasure
and profit of charitable entertainments.
Like his father, Dr. Fisher has always supported the Republican party, and during his
residence in Michigan held a number of township offices. For several years he served as
health officer in La Porte City, but latterly the
demands of his practice have made it necessary
to decline all such honors. The Doctor belongs
to the Knights of Pythias and the Brotherhood
of American Yeomen.

IMON SHAULIS, a leading farmer of
Orange township, Black Hawk County, resides on one of the best improved farms in this part of the State,
located in sections 20, 21 and 28. He was born
in Somerset County, Pennsylvania, July 31,
1844, and is a son of Emanuel and Julia
(Harsh) Shaulis.
Emanuel Shaulis was a son of Adam
Shaulis, who was born in Pennsylvania and
spent his life there, engaged in agricultural
pursuits. His children were: Emanuel, Josiah,
Alexander, Noah, Abraham, Eliza, Katherine,
Lydia and Hettie. Adam Shaulis and his wife
belonged to the German Lutheran Reformed
Church. Emanuel Shaulis was also a farmer
all his life. In 1867 he came to Iowa and settled upon the fine farm which is now the property of Simon Shaulis. In 1901 he and his
venerable wife retired to Waterloo where she is
passing her last years in ease and comfort, her

husband having died May 29, 1904. They had
12 children, of whom the following still survive: Elizabeth, Simon, Carrie, Noah, Emanuel,
Lottie, Amanda and Kooser J. The parents of
these children were members of the United
Brethren Church.
Simon Shaulis was engaged in farming in
his native State, until July 31, 1862, when he
enlisted in Company C, 142nd Reg., Pennsylvania Vol. Inf., and served in the Army of the
Potomac until the close of the war. He was
one of the brave defenders of his country who
was called upon to endure a more than usual
amount of suffering. He was wounded upon
three occasions; first, on December 13, 1862,
at Fredericksburg. Later he received gunshot
wounds in both legs, and at Gettysburg he was
wounded by a bayonet. He participated in all
the battles in which his regiment took part,
unless he was in the hospital, and at the close
of his term of enlistment was honorably discharged at Camp Curtin, through general
orders, in June, 1865.
In 1874 Mr. Shaulis came to Iowa, and settled on the farm he now occupies. He has made
all of its many substantial improvements, and
has gained the reputation of being one of the
best farmers in the locality. He devotes his
attention to such grain as corn, oats and barley,
and raises also many hogs and some fine cattle.
His land is well situated, and is adapted to the
growth of almost any of the products of this
section and climate. He has a very comfortable home, in which a most creditable family
has grown up about him, all of whom have
been given educational opportunities, and have
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been fitted to take prominent places in business
and society.
In 1865, Mr. Shaulis married Louisa
Brandt, of Berlin, Pennsylvania. She died
in 1877, leaving four children,-Monroe, Ella,
Henry and Clara. He afterward married Hattie Weyand. The four children of this marriage are,-Ira, Frank, Ada and Annie. Mr.
Shaulis and his family belong to the Progressive Brethren Crurch.
Politically, the subject of this sketch is a
Republican, and his party has frequently shown
its high regard by electing him to a number
of the local offices. He has served three times
as township trustee, eight years as school director, and eight years as road supervisor. For
two years previous to coming to Iowa, he served
as constable. He has always been regarded as
a first class citizen in every particular.

l]

OHN H. LUNEMANN, cashier of the
First National Bank of La Porte City,
Iowa, whose portrait accompanies this
sketch, was born September 4, 1870,
at Waterloo, Iowa, and is a son of Herman and
Jantie (Plumer) Lunemann.
Herman Lunemann was born in Hanover,
Germany, December 19, 1824, and has been a
resident of La Porte City since 1870. He came
to America in 1864 and settled at Cedar Falls,
Iowa, where he followed the trade of a blacksmith for three years. He lived at Waterloo
for the same period, and then in 1870 located
permanently in La Porte City, where for the
35

past five years he has led a retired life. In
1854, he married Jantie Plumer, who was born
in Hanover, Germany, February 23, 1836, and
died in La Porte City, November 18, 1898.
Their children were as follows: Elzina Kober,
who died in La Porte City in June, 1895, aged.
36 years; Angeline, who died in 1876, ageci 15
years; John H . ; and two children who died in
infancy. Herman Lunemann and his wife were
for years consistent members of the German
Evangelical Church, of which the former is.
still a constant attendant and liberal supporter.
Politically, he is a Republican.
John H. Lunemann was brought to La
Porte City by his parents at the age of three
months, and here he was reared, graduating
from the High School at the age of 15 years.
He then accepted a clerkship in the clothing
store of W. D. Wagoner. Five years afterward he bought an interest in the business,
which was then conducted for six years under
the firm style of W. D. Wagoner & Company.
When this partnership was dissolved, Mr.
Lunemann embarked in the clothing business
for himself, in which he continued for three
years. With abundant capital for investment,
he then went to Dysart, Iowa, where he remained six months, during this time organizing
the First National Bank there, of which he was
cashier, and is still a director.
Upon his return to La Porte City, Mr.
Lunemann became associated with a number of
leading business organizations. He is secretary and treasurer of the Wettstein Loan &
Trust Company, which was organized in 1902,
with a capital of $50,000; he is connected with
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the La Porte City Canadian Development Company, a corporation operating large wheat areas
in Assiniboia District, Northwest Territory; he
is connected as a shareholder with the Southern
Plantation Development Company of Alabama; he holds land interests in South Dakota,
Kansas, Nebraska and Colorado; he is treasurer of the La Porte City Public Utility Company, which owns and operates the electric light,
water-works and telephone plants of this city,
and is connected with several telephone comJ)anies in other parts of the State.
Since March, 1902, Mr. Lunemann has
been cashier of the First National Bank of La
Porte City, Iowa. This financial institution
was founded as a national bank in 1889, with
James F. Camp as president and F. E. Wettstein, as cashier. It has enjoyed great prosperity and now has a capital and surplus of
$90,000. Its officers are: R. A. Perkins, presdent; \V. D. \Vagoner, vice-president; F. E.
\ Vettstein, 2nd vice-president; J. H. Lunemann,
cashier ; and G. E. Stebbins, assistant cashier.
The board of directors includes these well
known capitalists: R. A. Perkins, F. E. vVettstein, \V. D. \Vagoner, Robert \i\Tagner, \V. T.
McQuilkin, A. E. Kline, H. B. Lizer, A. B.
Elmer, C. E. Ashley and J. H. Lunemann.
The condensed statement of the condition of
o f the bank at the close of business on March
28, 1904, shows its resources to be: $342,012.59. This healthy condition is largely the
result of the high standing of the officers of
the instituti on, their personal reliability and
known integrity.
In December, 1896, Mr. Lunemann was

married to Augusta Miller, who was born
March 23, 1872, at Mendon, Michigan, and is
a daughter of Rev. M. J. and Sabina Miller.
One son has been born to this union, namely:
John Miller Lunemann. Mrs. Lunemann is a
lady of much culture, and a prominent figure
She
in the social life of LaPorte City.
was educated at the Iowa State Normal School
at Cedar Falls, and was a successful teacher
in the public schools for about seven years.
Mr. Lunemann affiiliates with the Republican party, but takes only a citizen's interest in
politics. He has long been a very active member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, being
treasurer and trustee, superintendent of the
Sunday-school and a member of the choir.
Fraternally, he is a Master Mason and a member of the Knights of the Maccabees and
Modern Vv oodmen of America.

ILLIAM vV. HAMILTON, a retired farmer of Black Hawk County, Iowa, resides in La Porte City,
where he is prominent in business
and political circles. He was born in Decatur
County, Indiana, August 24, 1835, and is a son
of Samuel and Elizabeth G. (McKee) Hamilton.
Samuel Hamilton was born in Nicholas
County, Kentucky, in 1796, and died in Greensburg, Indiana. in 1844. Mr. Hamilton always
followed farming and met with the best results. He was a quiet, honest man, well liked
by all who knew him. He hacl a brother, Col.
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William Hamilton, who served in the \Var
of 1812. Mr. Hamilton was one of a family of
six children, namely: William; Isabella (Antrobus) ; Samuel; Robert; Mary (Ewing) and
a boy, who died in childhood. Mrs. Elizabeth
(McKee) Hamilton was born in Nicholas
County, Kentucky, July 2, 1807, and died at
Vinton, Iowa, at the age of 76 years. Her
father and mother had the following children :
Elizabeth; Archibald; Margaret; David, a
Presbyterian minister; Martha; Nancy; Vv allace and Cynthia. Samuel Hamilton and his
wife were blessed with six children, namely:
Chanty J., who is the wife of F. J. Sefton, of
Mount Auburn, Iowa; Diorus, who died at
Vinton, Iowa; \Villiam \V., our subject; David
A.; Mary E. (Eckenberger) who cliecl at Portland, Oregon, April 13, 1901, and Samuel., who
died at Vinton, Iowa. Mr. Hamilton was a
member of the Presbyterian Church.
vVilliam \V. Hamilton lived for 20 years
on the farm on \\"hich he was born. In the fall
of 1855, he removed to Benton County, Iowa,
\\·here he remained until 1876. In that year
he located on his Black Hawk County farm.
In 1886, he remoyed to La Porte City ancl built
a home. l\Ir. Hamilton's farms consist of 4-1-0
acres, and although he does no farm work, he
o\·ersees it. Mr. Hamilton has been retirecl
for the past 25 years ancl during this period he
became prominent in political circles. He is a
Republican, and seryecl as a member of the
Board of County Supen·isors of Benton County for hrn years. as justice of the peace for t,rn
years, as township trustee in Black Ha,\·k County for 14 years, ancl as mayor for one term.

Mr. Hamilton was also a membtT of the City
Council for 12 years, and a member of the
School Board for six years. In religious views,
Mr. Hamilton is liberal.
On February 23, 1860, he was married to
Margaret Buchan, a native of Scotland, who
came to Ohio as a child, in company with her
parents. She died near Mount Auburn, Iowa,
at the age of 37 years. To this couple two
children \\'ere born, namely: Ida V., the wife
of M. L. Cummin, and Clara E., the wife of
E. E. Triem, who is a jeweler of La Porte City.
In 1876 he was a second time married, taking
as his wife Lucinda McIntyre, who was born in
\i\Tayne County, Ohio, July 2, 1844, and is a
daughter of Smith and Juliet E. (Anderson)
McIntyre.

D

WESLEY CHAl\IBERLIN, who has
ben a resident of Cedar Falls, Iowa,
since the spring of 1883, was born in
Litchfield township, Medina County,
Ohio, October 9, 1844-the clay that James K.
Polk of Tennessee was elected President of the
United States. He is a son of Merrick G. and
Lucretia Jane (Landon) Chamberlin, and
grandson of Moses Chamberlin.
About 1812 Moses Chamberlin removed
\\·ith his family from Berkshire County, Massaclmsetts, to Monroe County, New York, and
liYecl on his farm near Sweden, in that county,
until his death. Aften\"ard his wido,Y removed
to Summit County, Ohio, settling near Akron,
where her death occurred. Nine children were
born to Moses Chamherlin and wife, as fol-

'
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lows: Merrick G., Nelson, Patty, Alvira, Newman, John, Lyman, Stephen and Moses. Nelson Chamberlin resides at Sweden, Monroe
County, New York. Patty, ·11arried Alfred
Adair, and resided near Akron, Ohio, until her
decease; their son, Dr. Lyman Adair, who died
at Anamosa, Iowa, in February, 1903, had been
for 20 years surgeon of the State Penitentiary
there.
Alvira married James Gardner, a
wealthy contractor of Akron; both are de- .
ceased. John Chamberlin removed to Iowa in
the early "fifties," and died in Crawford County. Stephen Chamberlin, who resided until his
death at Akron, Ohio, was a successful stock
dealer. Moses Chamberlin, who was living
in Minnesota at the outbreak of the Civil Vvar,
enlisted for service in the army and was captured and incarcerated at Andersonville and
later at Libby Prison. He barely survived his
terrible prison hardships to return home, and
died before the close of the war.
Merrick G. Chamberlin, the father of our
subject, was born August 1, 1809, in Dalton,
Berkshire County, Massachusetts, and was three
years of age when his father removed to Mon•
roe County, New York. Mr. Chamberlin was
married at Sweden, Monroe County, New
York, to Lucretia Jane Landon, a daughter
of James Landon, a native of Connecticut. Mrs.
Chamberlin was born in New York State in
1812, and died in Jackson County, Iowa, in
September, 1869. She had three brothers and
two sisters-Erastus, Major, Lyman, Sallie
and Wealthy-all of whom are deceased. Merrick G. Chamberlin and wife removed to Ohio
soon after their marriage, locating on a farm

in Medina County. They resided in Ohio until
1850, when they drove overland to Iowa, securing an extensive farm in Jackson County,.
which continued to be the family home until
1873 when Mr. Chamberlin removed to Polk
County, Nebraska, and purchased 800 acres of
land. He erected a substantial home, but did
not have long to enjoy it, dying there in June,
1874.
To our subject's parents six children were
born, as follows:
Nelson S.; Lumon C.;
Charles, who died in infancy; J. Wesley, the
subject of this sketch; Ara villa; and Charles
C. Nelson S. Chamberlin died in Jackson
County, Iowa, in 1882, aged 47 years, leavinga widow, who was formerly Ellen S. Wetherby
and who now resides in Caldwell County, Missouri: Of their three children,-M. Lillian
( McQueen), Leslie L. and Stella L. ( \V oosley) ,-but one, the last mentioned, is now living,-Mrs. Woosley, who resides in Caldwell
County, Missouri, is a musician of considerable
ability, being an instructor and composer. Lumon C. ChamberLn served in the Civil War
as a member of Company M, 2nd Reg., Iowa
Vol. Cav., and died within two years of his discharge. His widow is now the wife of Attorney Thomas Ellwood, of Maquoketa, Iowa.
Aravilla maried H. H. Hutchins of Maquc~keta, Iowa, and they have six children : Ann
Eliza, principal of the South Omaha city
schools; H. Herbert, Arthur L., Nelson B.,
Itasca (Tremain) and Bertha Joan. Charles
C. Chamberlin, a resident of Washington,
Pennsylvania, has been active in the oil business since the early "sixties," and is now in--
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terested in manufacturing enterprises at Park,e rsburg ( VI est Virginia), Marion (Indiana),
and elsewhere. He is a thoroqghly practical
and successful oil man. He has four children:
Ada, a graduate of Vassar College; Leo; Cecil;
and Olin. Merrick G. Chamberlin's second
wife was Mrs. John Knowles, who is now deceased.
J. VI/esley Chaniberlin was reared in Jackson County, Iowa, educated in the common
schools and also attended Epworth (Iowa)
Seminary and Mount Carroll (Illinois) Semmary. Subsequently he taught school some
years. He resided in Jackson County, Iowa,
until 1883, when he removed to his present
home in Cedar Falls.
On January I, 1872, J. Wesley Chamberlin was married to Nannie E. Patterson, who
was born at Slippery Rock, Butler County,
Pennsylvania, April 9, 1847, and is a daughtter of Jarnes B. and Jane (Carson) Patterson,
who settled in Jackson County, Iowa, in 1851.
James B. Patterson was born in Adams
County, Pennsylvania, in 1800, followed the
carpenter's trade and later engaged in farm1ng, and died in Iowa in the fall of 1866. His
parents, Thomas and Nancy (Blakeley) Patterson, were natives of Eastern Pennsylvania.
Thomas Patterson was a soldier in the Revolutionary \Var; it is quite an interesting fact to
note that at one time in the Civil vVar 27 of
his descendants were in the Union Army.
Thomas Patterson was twice married, and had
20 children, his son James B. being one of the
first family of IO children. James B. Patterson
·was married in Pennsylvania to Jane Carson,

who was one of eight children born to James
and Agnes (Dick) Carson; she was born near
Turtle Creek, Allegheny County, Pennsylvania,
in 1804, and died January 24, 1857, in Iowa.
James B. and Jane (Carson) Patterson were
the parents of six children: Nathan, J. Carson, Mark, Margaret J., David B. and Nancy
Elizabeth, the wife of the subject of this sketch.
Nathan Patterson, who served in Company M,
2nd Reg., Iowa Vol. Cav., died at Collierville,
Tennessee, in 1863; his son, Nathan E ... resides at Colfax, Iowa. J. Carson, who served
in the 31st Regiment, Iowa Vol. Inf., had his
health impaired in the service. He is living
at the age of 69 years. He married Mary Jane
W9lverton of Sharon, Pennsylvania, who died
in 1897, leaving _two children: Mrs. Anna E.
Irwin of Sac County, Iowa; and James B., of
Minnesota. Margaret J. is the widow of William 0. Reed, who was a soldier in Company
I, 31st Regiment, Iowa Vol. Inf., and died October, 1902, aged 73 years; to them were born
10 children. David B. Patterson served in
Company A, 9th Reg., Iowa Vol. Inf., and was
killed at Pea Ridge, Arkansas, in 1862, aged
18 years. In addition to the six children named
James B. Patterson had two children by a
former n1arriage and one daughter,-Josephine,
-by his third wife, who was Mrs. Nancy
(Kerr) Dupuy.
Mr. and Mrs. J. \Vesley Chamberli.n have
been the parents of two children: E. Clifford,
born at La Motte, Iowa, September 27, 1875,
who is a traveling man, now residing in Chicago; and Jessie Lynne, who was born Angust
I I, 1878, and died February 22, '1879.
Mr.
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Chamberlin has always supported the principles
of the Republican party, and has served in
some minor offices. He and Mrs. Chamberlin
are members of the Presbyterian Church, 111
which he has for years been a ruling elder.

IB

OBERT WAGNER, for many years a
prominent farmer of Black Hawk
County, Io,Ya, to which he came as
a pioneer 111 1856, is now a substantial and highly esteemed resident of LaPorte City. He was born January 26, 1834,
in Snyder County, Pennsylvania, and is a son
of George D. and Sophia (Goss) ·w agner.
Robert Wagner's parents reared a family
of seven children, of whom Robert was next to
the youngest. Agriculture was the life occupation of George D. vVagner, who died on his
own farm in Pennsylvania, aged 67 years. His
wife passed away at the age of 40 years.
Robert Wagner was reared as a farmer, and
in young manhood went to Freeport, Illinois,
and thence, in 1856, to Black Hawk County,
Iowa. vVhen he entered the county, his team
was one of a caravan of l 5, all containing settlers who, like himself, had been attracted to
this region by the reports of the fertility of the
land along the Reel Cedar River. Many of these
settlers remained, as did Mr. Wagner, becoming in time the solid, substantial, forceful men,
who have been the making of this part of the
State of Iowa. To their industry, courage, enterprise ancl judgment, must be attributed the
present conditions of life on these beautiful
prairies which when they came hacl not been

long redeemed from the Indians. They waited,
but they worked while waiting, and the results
of this work are seen in the towns and cities,
the great transportation lines, the churches and
schools and the broad cultivated farms and
comfortable homes.
During the first year, Mr. vVagner worked
around vVaterloo, and then he rented and operated a farm for seven years, eventually purchasing mo acres for himself. This farm he
conducted until 1903, when he erected his present beautiful residence in La Porte City, where
he has lived in comfortable retirement ever
since. He is one of the city's capitalists, a
director in the First National Bank, and a citizen of large influence.
In 1857 Mr. Wagner married Flora Turner,
who was born in Pennsylvania, and died in
1896, at La Porte City, aged 62 years. The
fact that no children were born to them did not
prevent Mr. and Mrs. Wagner from having
young life about them, several children having
been reared under their parental care, and given
a fair start in ii fe.
Mr. Wagner has been a life long Republican, but has never consented to hold any but
school offices. In church relations, he is a consistent Methodist.

I]

OHN B. MA YES, a substantial and
representative citizen of Black Hawk
County, Iowa, and the largest retail
manufacturer of harness, has been a
resident of La Porte City since 1895. He belongs to one of the pioneer families of the
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county, and has been a resident of the State
since he was eight years old. Mr. Mayes
was born October 14, 1848, in Logan County,
Ohio, and is a son of Thomas L. and Rebecca
(Armstrong) Mayes.
Thomas L. Mayes was born in Lancaster
County, Pennsylvania, in 1809, and died in
Black Hawk County, in 1875. In his native
county, he learned the tanning business, but later
moved to Logan County, Ohio, to engage in
farming. There he married and as his children
grew around him he began to think of their
future welfare. This led to the migration of
the family to Iowa, Mr. Mayes finding it possible to exchange his Ohio property for uncultivated land along the beautiful Cedar River, in
Black Hawk County. The trip up the river
was made by boat, no railroads having yet penetrated this region. Mr. Mayes secured a quarter section in Big Creek township and Janel in
adjoining counties, aggregating some 400 acres.
Here Mr. Mayes encountered pioneer conditions, for not so many years had elapsed since
this land had been the favorite hunting grounds
of the Sacs and Foxes. Only ox teams were
strong enough to break the prairie, although
the soil was loamy and proved fertile. The nearest market was Cedar Rapids, 40 miles distant,
and the nearest church was at Waterloo, r S
miles away. A small log house of two rooms
sufficed for a time as a dwelling, bu t later a
comfortable frame residence took its place.
Mr. Mayes was an admirable type of the
sturdy pioner. He combined courage and determination with judgment, a good education
and business sense, and was far seeing enough

to realize that this beautiful section would one
day be one of the most populous and prosperous portions of the State. Much of his life
work was for the benefit of those to come after.
He was a leader in the organization of schools
and churches, and was one of the early founders and generous supporters of the Presbyterian Church at Ld Porte City, in which he served
as an elder for many years. Although stern
and strict with his family, and demanding justice from all those with whom he came in
contact, he was kind and generous at heart and
was regarded as an honorable and upright
citizen.
· The mother of John B. Mayes is very dimly
recalled by him, for she left him motherless
when a child of four years. The family consisted of eight children, viz: James, who died
in the army, at Raleigh, North Carolina, during the Civil 'vVar; Anna, deceased, who was
the wife of Thomas Cascaclen; vVilliam R., who
is a retiree! resident of La Porte City; Rebecca,
deceased, who was the wife of G. A. Knowles,
of Grand Junction, Colorado; John B.; Mathew, who lives on the old homestead; Mary,
who is the wife of David Nutt, and lives near
the old homestead; and Katherine, who died,
aged three years.
John B. Mayes was eight years old when
his father settled on the farm in Big Creek
township, Black Hawk County, and he can
vividly recall many of the prevailing conditions.
At that time the winters in this valley were so
severe that many settlers suffered from the
cold, even to the point of freezing, having to
make such long trip~ to secure necessary sup-

•
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plies, and over most execrable roads. Mr.
Mayes was fortunate in having a father who
believed in educating his children, and thus
was able to spend several years in Iowa College, completing the literary and scientific
courses, and three years at the State University
of Iowa. He then put his education to account, by teaching school for the succeeding 15
years, and continuing to operate the farm until
1895. Then he removed to La Porte City, and
started his present enterprise. He owns a farm
of So acres in Benton County, but has given his
personal attention to his manufacturing busiHis
ness since the elate above mentioned.
establishment is well equipped with modern
machinery for the manufacture of all kinds of
harness, and he employs three skilled workmen,
the capacity of the concern being about 8,000
sets per annum, and its sales being made to the
retail trade. His business is the largest of its
kind in Black Hawk County, and is the direct
result of his energy and business ability.
In 1880, Mr. Mayes was married to Jennie
M. Marietta, who was oorn in 1858, at Ashland, Ohio, and ,yas a daughter of John W. and
Mary A. Marietta. Mrs. Mayes was brought
to Benton County, Iowa, by her parents in infancy. Her death occurred October 8, 1896,
leaving no issue. Mr. Mayes is one of the
leading members of the Presbyterian Church
at La Porte City. where his late father is recalled with so much respect. He is one of the
trustees, and a yery liberal supporter of all
its enterprises. His fraternal associations are
with the Masons and the Knights of the Mac-

cabees. Politically, Mr. Mayes, like his late
father, is a Republican. He has served the
township as supervisor and as assessor.

m

G. MOSELEY, a substantial farmer
and a prominent citizen of Black
Hawk County, resides on his well
cultivated farm of 160 acres, situated
in section 29, Black Hawk township._ He was
born June 29, 1869, and is a son of Hillery E.
and Elizabeth (Graham) Moseley, the former
a native of Illinois, and the latter, of Ohio.
Hillery E. Moseley came to Iowa in 1882,
and farmed here for 11 years. He then moved
to Missouri, locating near Kansas City, where
he resumed the occupation of farming, and
where he now owns a valuable farm of So
acres. Mr. and Mrs. Moseley are the parents
of seven children. namely: Lillie; Mary, who
married J. A. Hellinger, and is now residing in
Vineland, Idaho; 0. G.; May, who married A.
C. Whistler, and died in Idaho; Carrie, the
wife of M. 0. McBride, and a resident of
Liberty, Missouri; Gaius 0., who lives in Black
Hawk County; and Nellie, wife of Jesse Barton, who is a resident of Shelby County, Missouri. Politicaly, Mr. Moseley is a strong upholder of the principles advocated by the Greenback party. In religious belief, Mr. and Mrs.
Moseley are members of the Christian Church.
0. G. Moseley came to Iowa in September,
1900, and rented farming property, which he
cultivated for some time. Later he purchased

JOHN CARNCROSS
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his present farm of 160 acres, and has since resided on the propert y. Mr. Moseley carries on
general farming and stock raising, among his
specialties being Poland- China hogs and short
horn cattle; he has at present a register ed bull.
In political circles, Mr. Moseley is independent.
In 1894, the subject of this sketch was marTied to Iola M. Hollis, a daughte r of Frank R.
Hollis of Black Hawk tO\rnship. They are
the parents of three children, namely : Etta
M., Nellie B. and Hollis Edward . In religious
belief, Mr. and Mrs. Moseley are members of
the Progres sive Brethre n Church .

log cabin on his land, and bravely started in to
make a home in the wilderness. His nearest
trading place was Independence, Iowa, and for
a long period his trips to that point were
fraught with clangers and many hardships. Mr.
Carncro ss was ably assisted by his estimable
wife, and by 1861 they were able to erect the
present comfort able residence. Throug h his industry, his lands soon began to yield crops of
corn, oats and hay; his herds increased, and
by the time the infirmities of age crept upon
him he had become one of the townsh ip's capitalists and promin ent farmers . Mr. Carncro ss

llll

died on January 13. 1904.
In August , 1852, in Madiso n County , New
York, Mr. Carncro ss married Lucy M. Child.
who was born there on Februa ry 26, 1833, and
v.-ho still survive s and resides on the old farm
in Lester township, with her daughte r, Ida.
They had four children, namely : Clara E.,
deceased, \\'ho \\·as the. wife of Arthur
Clubine, of Lester townsh ip; Ida F.,
who is a _g raduate of the \,Yaterloo Commercial
College, and a refined and educated young lady,
with many social connect ions; Ella M., who is
the wife of ·W illiam L. Magee, of Lester township; and Dana G., who is a farmer and stock
grower , of Oklaho ma Territo ry.
Politica lly, Mr. Carncro ss was a Republican, but he was never willing to assume the responsibilities of office, althoug h he was well
qualified for official position. He lived a long,
useful and upright life, and is remembered with
respect and esteem, as _one of the represe ntative
pioneers of Lester township. His portrait is

OHN CARN CROSS , deceased, a pio-

neer settler of Lester townsh ip, Black
Hawk County, where he owned a farm
of 520 acres in section 8, was a very
highly esteemed residen t of the county. Mr.
Carncro ss was born Decemb er 22, 1824. in
Chenan go County, New York.
The subject of this sketch was a pupil in the
schools of Sullivan County , New York, to
\\·hich county his parents remove d in his youth,
and he "·as there reared to habits of industr y,
learned the hoop-m aking trade, and followed
it until his marriage, in 1852. With his bride
he started for the \Vest; they stopped first in
McHen ry County, Illinois, but in 1854 they
-came to Black Hawk County, Iowa, attracte d
by the richness of the soil and other conditions
favorab le to an agricul tural life. While his
means were limited, he was able to secure 520
acres of wild land in what was then but a bare
stretch of uninhab ited prairie. He put up a

shown with this sketch.
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EORGE W. ARTHUR, a well known
and esteemed citizen of Raymond,
Black Hawk County, and the owner
of a fine farm of 93 acres in section
3, Poyner township, was born in Knox County,
Tennessee, October 4, 1828, and is a son of
\V-illiam and Lydia (Houser) Arthur.
William Arthur was born in Virginia and
his wife in Eastern Tennessee, where they were
married. In 1835 they removed to Vigo County,
Indiana, where Mr. Arthur cleared up a farm
and ended his clays. His wife died in Illinois,
spending her last years with her children.
Their offspring was as follows: George W.;
David, a resident of \!Vest Terre Haute, Indiana; Hannah, deceased; Lucinda, widow of
John Grissell, of Illinois; Joseph, a miner, who
was killed by an explosion; Nancy, deceased;
Mary, wife of David Coble, of Clay County,
In religious
Illinois; and John, deceased.
faith, they were Methodists. Politically, Mr.
Arthur was a Democrat.
The subject of this sketch had but few educational advantages after his 13th year and has
made his own way in the world, succeeding
because of his continued industry and frugality.
In 1851 he was married, at Muscatine, Iowa,
and in September, 1852, moved to Black Hawk
County, bringing a few cattle with him. Until
the spring of 1853, he assisted his father-inlaw and the family lived together. Then he
built a log cabin in Poyner township, where
he had taken up a claim. This he sold in 1854.
He then hired a team and went to Richland
County, Wisconsin. Having raised a crop
there, which he later traded for a wagon, some

cash and a yoke of oxen, he returned to Black
Hawk County, and took up a claim of 80 acres
in Fox township. Later he entered 40 acres
more, built a log cabin and improved the place
until 1883, when he sold to advantage and
bought his present farm of 93 acres in section
3, Poyner township. It was partly improved
and, by careful cultivation, setting out trees
and orchards and making further improvements, he developed the property into a fine
farm. For the past IO years he has had it
under rental. He carried on general farming
and fruit growing, did some dairying and had
many hogs.
On August 21, 1851, Mr. Arthur married
Nancy A. Peery, who was born October 27,
1831, in Clark County, Illinois, and is a daughter of John and Nancy (Long) Peery, both of
whom were born in Eastern Tennessee. During the War of 1812, Mr. Peery's father and
his family moved to Vincennes, Indiana, where
they lived for a time in the old fort. Seven
years later, they moved to Clark County, Illinois, where the elder Peery lived the rest of his
life. John Peery married Nancy Long, and
lived in Clark County, Illinois, for a time, going
from there to Jackson County, Illinois, and in
the spring of 1859 to Muscatine, Iowa. In
1855 he secured land in Poyner township,
Black Hawk County, lO\va. He and his wife
died at Ringgold, Iowa.
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur have seven children,
as follows: John, a grocer of Webster City,
Iowa; William Albert, a merchant of Lynnville,
Iowa; David, who is at home, farming; James
Edward, a farmer of Spring Creek township;
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George E., who is cultivating his father's farm
in Poyner township; Mary E., wife of ·William
Baker, of Clay County, South Dakota; and
Sylvester, a dentist of Nevada, Story County,
Iowa. The whole family is doing well.
Mr. Arthur is a Republican in politics. and
has served in a number of local offices. In Fox
township, he was road supervisor, and is always interested in township improvements. He
and his wife are members of the Methodist
Episcopal Church. They reside in great comfort in the pleasant little village of Raymond.

I]

ACOB P. LICHTY, one of the most
highly esteemed residents of Orange
township, Black Ha,Yk County, was
born in Somerset County, Pennsylvania, April 25, 1824, and is a son of Peter and
Elizabeth (Miller) Lichty, and a grandson of
Joseph and Frances (Forney) Lichty.
The Lichty family is a large one and is
prominent among the farmers of Pennsylvania.
Joseph ancl Frances Lichty spent their whole
lives in that State. They were the parents of
the following children: Abram, Barbara, Peter, Catherine, Jacob and Annie (twins),
l\1ary, John Daniel, Frances, Christopher,
Samuel, Lydia and Elizabeth. Joseph Lichty
died in 1845, aged 88 years, and his wife, in
18-to, aged 70 years. Mrs. Elizabeth (Miller)
Lichty's father was the first sheriff of Somerset County, and was the first official in that
county to superintend an execution.
The parents of the subject of this sketch

spent their whole lives in Pennsylvania, following the family occupation of farming.
The father died in 1848, aged 50 years, and the
mother passed away in 1887, aged 86 years.
She had married again, her second husband
being Peter F riedline. After his death, she·
married Ludwig Kimmel, and her fourth husband was Solomon S. Horner, who is deceased ..
The children of her marriage to Mr. Lichty
were: Mary, Jacob P., Elizabeth, Joseph, Eliza,
Peter, Lydia and Simon. In religious belief
Peter and Elizabeth (Miller) Lichty were German Baptists. In politics, the father was a
strong Whig.
Jacob P. L ichty was a pupil in the subscription schools of Pennsylvania, which were held
in little log buildings. At that time only the
most necessary branches were taught and, as:
the neighborhood was largely German, the·
greater part of the instruction was in the German language. Mr. Lichty lived in Somerset
County until 1877, when he moved to Iowa,.
and since that time has made his home in Orange township, with the exception of six years·
spent in vVaterloo.
The children born to Mr. and Mrs. Lichty
were: Elizabeth, Peter, Mary, Ella M., Jeremiah, Susannah, Norman and John M. Thefour last named have passed away. The
mother of these children died June 27,
1900, agecl 75 years, one nionth and
seven clays. Mr. Lichty has been a member of the Progressive Brethren Church
for a long period, as was his wife. In
his early voting clays, Mr. Lichty was a Whig,
but since the formation of the Republican party

,
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he has always supported its candidates and upheld its principles. His first presidential vote
was cast for \iVilliam Henry Harrison.

Vv.

COOPER, a prominent farmer
of Black Hawk Coimty, cultivates
a fine farm of 240 acres situated in
sections 34 and 35, Big Creek
township. Mr. Cooper belongs to one of the
very early pioneer families of this county. He
was born December 27, 1849, in \iVill County,
Illinois, and is a son of Seth P., and Lucy (Bon11ell) Cooper.
Seth P. Cooper was born in Connecticut;
when he was a small boy, his parents moved to
Cleveland, Ohio, where he remained for several
years. \\Then about 20 years of age. he moved
to Illinois, traveling by means of two wagons,
three yoke of oxen and a span of horses. He
later entered a farm of 160 acres in Black Hawk
County, Iowa, which is now a part of \V. V./.
Cooper's farm, and bought 80 acres of a very
early pioneer, moving into a log cabin 16 by
16 feet in size, \\'hich ,yas a part of the purchase.
The cabin was rudely built, and contained two
windows and one door, a fire place and plank
flooring. The family lived in the cabin about
six years, when Mr. Cooper's present frame
residence was built. Mr. Cooper broke all of
the prairie with an ox team, and by hard and
·constant "·ork succeeded in making a fine farm.
Politically, Mr. Cooper ,Yas a Republican. He
died on his son's present place in 1892, having
wached the age of 76 years. His wife was born

near Cleveland, Ohio, and died at La Porte
City, Iowa, in March, 1900, having reached
the age of 74 years. Mr. and Mrs. Cooper were
the parents of three children, namely: Clement
E., who, during the Civil \;\Tar, ·was a member
of Company D, 31st Reg., Iowa Vol. Inf. under
Capt. R. R. McQuilkin, and died while in service at Memphis, Tennessee; \iV. \i\T.; and
\i\T ard, who died in Big Creek township.
W. W. Cooper ,yas married in April, 1877,
to Effie Moon, who was born in Illinois, in
1854, and is a daughter of C. B. and Margaret
Moon, natives of Vermont. Mr. Cooper and
wife are the parents of three children, namely:
Roy D., who is a civil engineer, at present attending the State Agricultural College at
Ames; Beulah, ,Yho attends the La Porte City
High School; and Paul, ,Yho is in school at
home.

HARLES BRITZMANN, JR., a
prominent farmer of Poyner township. Black Hawk County. Iowa,
was born in Germany, May 3, 1868,
and is a son of Charles and Charlotte (Lange)
Britzmann.
The father and mother ,yere also born in
Germany. They were \YOrthy, inclustrions
people who came to America in 1883. to better
their fortunes. They located in Poyner township, Black Hawk County, Iowa. " ·here the
father first rented land, ,Yhich he cultivated for
10 years, and then bought a tract of rGo acres.
Later he sold that and bought 208 acres 111
Poyner township, situated 111 sections I

'
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This land was all wild, and Church, to which Mr. Britzmann gives liberal.
and 2.
Mr. Britzmann support.
had no improvements.
In politics, the subject of this sketch is a
remained on that place nine years, during
placed
Republican, but has never aspired to office, al-which he erected excellent buildings, and
the land in good condition. Then he bought though he has been a school director for the~
of Charles Campbell 80 acres in section 2, Ray- past three years. He is one of the solid, remond village, where he also made numerous sponsible men of Poyner township, and is es-improvements; he now rents the 208 acres. In teemed by all who know him.
1901, he bought a comfortable house, and a lot
on Sycamore street, Waterloo, which he rents.
His two children are: Charles, Jr., and Louisa,
LEXANDER E. GLENNY, a promiwife of Charles H. Weltzien, who farms 200
nent farmer of Black Hawk County,.
acres, and has five children.
a breeder 0£ Aberdeen-Angus
and
school
attended
sketch
this
of
The subject
cattle, resides on his well cultivated
in Germany up to the age of 14 years, and was
farm of 160 acres situated in section 10, OrI 5 years old when he crossed the Atlantic Ocean
with his parents and came to Iowa. vVhen the ange township. He was born near Ottawa,
family landed, its capital was $40 and although Ontaria, Canada, March 19, 1859, and is a
not much more than 20 years have elapsed, it son of Alexander Glenny. He received his
is now one of the most substantial in its section mental training in the Canadian schools and the·
of the county. Both father and son have al- public schools of Rockford, Winnebago Counways been very industrious, temperate and fru- ty, Illinois. In 1881, he came to Iowa, and.
gal, and have given personal attention to all the purchased his present property in 1892, devarious details of farming. Mr. Britzmann voting it at that time exclusively to general
raises great crops of corn, oats and hay on the farming. In 1900 he began the breeding of
land to which he came in his boyhood, when Aberdeen-Angus cattle for the market. All
nothing grew here but prairie grass. It has his cattle are registered, and are found in many
required much labor and excellent manage- · of the leading herds of several States. Mr ..
ment to bring about such good results, for ::\1r. Glenny has been very successful in his operBritzmann owns now one of the most valuable ations, and at present owns considerable land.
He owns jointly with his brother, Thomas .
farms of Poyner township.
On October 14, 1897, Mr. Britzmann mar- Glenny, 345 acres of Janel in Black Hawk
ried Lena Lampy, who was born in Germany, township and also owns, individually, 80 acres
and they have two sons-Herbert and Leonard. in section 13 of that township. Mr. Glenny is.
The family belong to the German Lutheran also interested in several other business enter-

m
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pnses, and was the first president of the Orange Township Mutual Telephone Association,
\\·hich operates in Orange township and is connected with outside lines. He is also a stockholder in the Black Hawk National Bank, and
in The Leavitt & Johnson National Bank, both
•of ·waterloo, Iowa. Politically, Mr. Glenny is
a Republican.
On February 23, 1886, the subject of this
sketch was married to Ella M. Lichty, who is
a daughter of Jacob P. Lichty, and they are the
parents of two children, namely: B. Lucile
and Ruth I.

[I

DWARD G. LEFFLER, 11. D., a
prominent member of the medical
fraternity at La Porte City, Iowa, and
a citizen whose intelligent interest
keeps him in touch with ci \·ic affairs, was born
at Hamilton, Illinois, March 14, 1859, and is a
son of John C. and Susan (Gilbert) Leffler.
The Leffler family originated in Germany,
where Dr. Leffler's great-great-grandfather at
one time owned lands and vineyards. For political reasons, this property was all confiscated.
and its owner \Yas obliged to flee for his life.
He became the founder of the family in the
Gnited States, settling in Pennsylvania, where
he was engaged in agricultural pursuits until
the close of his life. His son. the great-grandfather of Dr. Leffler, \\·as born in Germany,
l\Tarch 26, 1750. and \Yas but a lacl ,rhen he
accomp:miecl his father to .'\merica. At the beginning of the ReYolutio1nry \Var. he enlisted
and \Yas made an ensign, ancl carried the fl a~

of the patriot army through the whole of the
subsequent struggle. After his discharge he
married and had one son born in Pennsylvania, where his wife died. After a second
marriage he moved to Ohio, and bought a
farm on the Ohio River, at North Bend, 16
miles below Cincinnati, adjoining the homestead of President \,Villiam Henry Harrison.
On this farm a family of 16 children were born.
Joseph Leffler, the grandfather of Dr. Leffler, was born May 19, 1807, at Hamilton,
Ohio, and died at Topeka, Kansas, aged 86
years. By trade he \Yas a brick-maker and operated several plants in Cincinnati, and manufactured many of the bricks used in the older
buildings in that city. On November 8, 1827,
at Cincinnati, he married Caroline Parks, who
\Yas born in that city, December 26, 1813. In
April, 1856, the Leffler family left Cincinnati
and moved 'to Keokuk, Iowa, and the grandfather removed to Kansas in 1870.
John C. Leffler, father of Dr. Leffler, was
born July 15, 1831, near Hamilton, Ohio, and
on December 28, 1851, married Susan E. Gilbert, \Yho was born l\fay 15, 1833. In the
spring of 1856 the family moved to Keokuk,
lo\\·a. ,rhere it remained 16 months and then
moYecl across the ri \'er to Hamilton. Illinois.
In August, 1873, ::\1:r. Leffler 1110\·ecl his famil y
to J)es Moines, lo\\·a. In September, r872,
he \\·as appointed superintendent of mason
\York on the Iowa Capitol Building, and after
completing that contract \\"as appointed superintendent of mason \York on the Asylum for the
Ins'lne, at Clarinda, Io,Ya. in April, 1885. Mr.
Leffler moved to Clarinda in ,\pril, 1886, and
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has resided there ever since, being actively en_gaged as a contractor. The four children born
to Mr. and Mrs. Leffler were: George 'vV.,
who conducts a music store at Butte, Montana;
Harry C., of Des Moines, who has been a travding salesman for 27 years; Edward G.; and
\Villiam Arthur, who died in 1881, aged 16
years.
John C. Leffler is identified with the Republican party. In religious belief, Mr. and Mrs.
Leffler are Baptists. Fraternally, the former
is a Mason.
Edward G. Leffler was 14 years of age when
his parents moved to Des Moines, Iowa, and he
was educated there, graduating in 1878 from
the High School. He then entered the Ohio
Medical College, at Cincinnati, but later returned to Des Moines and was graduated in 1886
from the medical department of Drake University. He spent the eight succeeding years in active practice in Dubuque County, but in 1896
located at La Porte City, where he has not only
built up a large practice, but has also taken a
public spirited interest in all that concerns the
city·s welfare. He has served six years as a
member of the Board of Education. He is a
member of the Black Hawk County Medical
Society, the lo,Ya State Medical Society, and
the American Medical Association.
On February 22, 1885, at Harbine, Nebraska. Dr. Leffler \Yas married to Ella Allison,
who was born October 8. 1866. at Franklin.
Pennsyh·ania, and is a daughter of James Allison. They haYe one daughter, Ruth Edna,
,Yho ,ns born October 8, 1891.
Politically, Dr. Leffier is affiliated ,Yith the
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Republican party. He is one of the leading
members of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
in which he serves as trustee. Fraternally,
he is associated with a number of organizations including the Masons and the Knights of
Pythias.

D

RANK A. BUTTKE, who owns a fine
farm of 220 acres in section l 5,
Spring Creek township, Black Hawk
County, is also one of Waterloo's
leading and successful business men. He was
born October 20, 1864, in Sheboygan County,
\i\Tisconsin, and is a son of \i\Tilliam and Dorotha (Lulloff) Buttke.
\i\Tilliam Buttke was born in Germany and
died in Spring Creek township, March 19,
1888, aged 73 years and 16 days. \i\Then he
came to America, he brought his wife and four
children and settled first in 'vVisconsin. He assisted his children in getting established and
left a farm of 233 acres in Spring Creek to,Ynship. In politics he was a Republican, in religion, a Lutheran. He married Dorotha Lulloff, who was born in Germany and died in Fox
township, September 22, 1892, aged 72 years
and 16 clays. Of their 1 I children. nine lived
to maturity, and the oldest son, Julius, was
killed in battle during the Civil \Var.
The subject of this sketch came to Black
Hawk County \Yith his parents, on August 5.
1867. ancl with the exception of one year passed
in MihYaukee, \Visconsin. he was resided here
ever since. Until he \Yas 22 \Years of age, he
\Yorkecl on yarious farms by the month and
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then purchased his first land, a tract of 50
acres in Spring Creek township. There he
worked one year before and one year after
his marriage. Then he rented his brother Henry's farm of 233 acres, which he worked with
his own for three years. At the end of this
period, he sold his land to Henry Buttke, who
was already a large land owner. The subject
of this sketch then bought a farm of 120 acres
in Fox township, paying $40 per acre. This he
operated for four years, and then sold it at an
advance of $15 per acre, and purchased his
present farm in Spring Creek township.
After working this farm for five years, Mr.
Buttke removed to \i\Taterloo and engaged in his
present business with R. E. Smith, under the
firm name of Smith & Buttke, which was
changed one year later to Muldoon & Buttke.
December 1, 1903, Mr. Buttke purchased a
store at Vilmar, Butler County, which was operated six months under the firm style of Buttke
& Freye, when Mr. Buttke transferred his interests to Waterloo.
During the past year Mr. Buttke has clone
considerable traveling, having made three trips
to New Orleans, combining business with
pleasure. He has visited Memphis, Vicksburg,
Clarksville, Natchez, New Orleans, Yazoo City,
Hammond, Jackson and Starkville, and has
viewed many of the battle-fields of the Civil
War.
On December 22, 1888, Mr. Buttke was
married to Nettie B. Standish, who was born
October 17, 1867, in Johnsonburg, Wyoming
County, New York, and is a daughter of vVesley and Belinda (Sharp) Standish, also of New

York. Two children have been born to themBessie Grace and vVarren A.
In politics, Mr. Buttke is a stanch Democrat, and takes a deep and intelligent interest
in the great questions agitating the country.
Fraternally, he belongs to the Knights of the.
Maccabees. He and his wife are attendant&
at the Methodist Episcopal Church.

m

T. ]ODER, one of the leading business men of Hudson, Iowa, is the proprietor of a drug store. He was born.
July 13, 1865, at Marshfield, Athens,
County, Ohio, and is a son of Benjamin J. and
Catherine (Lint) Joder.
Benjamin J. Joder was born in Somerset
County, Pennsylvania, where he married the
daughter of a neighbor, Jacob Lint, who was.
a farmer of that county. About 1865, Mr.
Joder moved to Athens County, Ohio, where
the family lived until 1870, when they removed
to Black Hawk County, and located at \i\Taterloo. Mr. Joder's business was boring wells.
He died in February, 1899, in his 87th year, his ,
wife having passed away in 1895, aged 67
years. Of their five children, the subject of
this sketch is the youngest.
A. T. ]oder was a pupil in the public schools.
at vVaterloo, and began his business life in
1884, as clerk in a drug store, with W. W.
Forry, of Waterloo. He continued in Waterloo until 1896 when he opened up a drug and
stationery concern, purchasing the stock and·
good will of J. M. Slusher, an old business mane
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of Hudson. Mr. Joder has been located at the
same place for the past eight years, and does a
very thriving business. His establishment is
stocked with all kinds of standard drugs and
patent preparations, and he carries also all the
seasonable novelties usually found in stores in
his line.
At Waterloo, in 1888, Mr. Joder was united
in marriage with Ella Saylor, who is a daughter of Jeremiah Saylor, a prominent farmer of
Orange township, and a pioneer of that locality. Two children have been born to them:
Glenn S., born September 1, 1895, and Robert
A., born September 18, 1900.
Politically, Mr. J oder affiliates with the Republican party. Fraternally, he is an Odd Fellow, has passed through the chairs and is a
member of the Encampment, I. 0. 0. F. He is
also a member of the Modern Woodmen of
America and Waterloo Lodge, No. 290, B. P.
0. E.

m

LBERT T. SMITH, proprietor of the
"Cedar Mound Stock Farm." a fine
stretch of 112 acres of some of the
best land in Big Creek township,
Black Hawk County, situated in section 34,
was born November IO, 1858, near Horicon,
Dodge County, Wisconsin, and is a son of William and Elizabeth ( Fleagel) Smith.
William Smith was born in Hessen, Germany, February 22, 1821, and died in Iowa on
June 5, 1900. In 1848, he came to America,
prior to his marriage, landing at Castle Gard~n, New York, and then proceeded as far West
36

as Milwaukee. In 1861 he settled in Bbck
Hawk County, and became one of its good
farmers and resepected citizens. He married
Elizabeth Fleagel, who was born in Berun,
Germany, February 25, 1827, and they had
four children, as follows: William L., of Waterloo; Albert T.; Mary, wife of William Sindlinger, of Orange township; and Rose, wife of
C. A. Hayzlett, of La Porte City. In politics,
William Smith became identified with the Republican party, and on account of his reliability
and high characater was elected to a number
of the local offices. He was a consistent member of the German Evangelical Church.
The subject of his sketch was four years
of age when his parents settled on the farm in
Big Creek township, having spent the previous
year in Benton County, Iowa. With the exception of four years spent in Texas, Mr. Smith
has resided on this farm ever since. From
1886 to 1890 he was on a ranch in Southwestern Texas, and was engaged in shipping ponies.
Since taking charge here of his present property
in Big Creek township, Mr. Smith has made it
a first class stock farm, raising thoroughbred
cattle and stock. He keeps about 50 head of
cattle, raises a number of Percheron colts,
Shropshire sheep and Chester-White hogs.
The name of the "Cedar Mound Stock Farm"
carries with it an assurance of first class stock.
Mr. Smith is also extensively engaged in general farming.
The subject of this sketch is unmarried, and
resides with his widowed mother, who owns a
farm of 60 acres in section 27, which is managed by her son. Politically, he is a Democrat,
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and takes an active interest in local affairs. The
public esteem in which he is held has been
.s hown by his election to the majority of the
local offices. For a number of years he has
,been assessor, and superintend ent of roads, and
is the present very efficient secretary of the
.School Board.

SCHMITZ . This gentleman,
·1111 OSEPH
who is well and favorably known in
his section of the county as a first
class agriculturis t and stock raiser
resides on his well tilled farm of 240 acres situated in section 19, Cedar township, Black
Hawk County, Iowa. Mr. Schmitz was born
-in Prussia, Germany, August 19, 1872, and is
a son of Peter Joseph and Katherine (Kline)
Schmitz, both natives of Prussia, Germany.
Peter Schmitz was born March 7, 1837, and
has been living in retirement for the past five
years at Gilbertsville, Iowa. He was married
to Katherine Kline, who was born November
Mr. and Mrs.
22, 1842, and is also living.
Schmitz are the parents of IO children, namely:
,,Villiam, of Eagle township: Kate (Kline)
,of Orange township; John, who died in r887,
at the age of 17 years; Joseph; Tony (Kline),
·of Eagle township; Henry, of Waterloo, Iowa;
Louisa, who married Clemp Schmidt, of Fayette County, Iowa; Lizzie (\i\Tebber). of Fox
township; Mary. of \i\Taterloo. Iowa; and Annie. who is at home.
Joseph Schmitz was seven years old when
his parents came to the United States and settled in La Salle County, Illinois. He resided

in that county until three years ago, when he
purchased his present property. He devotes
his land to grain and stock raising, having roo
acres in corn and 60 acres in oats. Mr. Schmitz
raises high grade stock and usually has on hand
about 50 head of Red Polled and Durham cattle, and 50 head of hogs. He also takes much
interest in the raising of Norman and Belgian
horses, and has met with success in that line.
Politically, Mr. Schmitz is a Democrat.
In 1895 the subject of this sketch was married to Annie Funfsinn, ,Yho was born in La
Salle County, Illinois, in November, 1873, and
is a daughter of August and Mary (Schneider)
Funfsinn. Mr. and Mrs. Schmitz are the parents of five children; namely: Joseph, Kate,
Mary, Pauline and Emma. Mr. Schmitz 1s
a member of the Catholic Church.

ml

ILLIAM LA WREN CE. Among
the enterprising business men of
Black Hawk County, is the above
named gentleman, who is engaged
in the farming implement business in Cedar
Falls, and carries a stock worth $ro,ooo. He
was born in England, July 8, 1845, and is a
son of Henry and Caroline (Bayliss) Lawrence.
Henry Lawrence was born and raised in
England and upon reaching the years of manhood engaged in farming. In 1855 he came to
the United States in company with his family
and settled in Cedar Falls, Iowa, where he resumed his farming operation s.
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William Lawrence was but IO years of age
when he was brought to the United States and
became a pupil in the schools in Cedar Falls
township. \Vhen his school clays were over he
engaged in farming; and thus continued until
he moved to Cedar Falls where he was in the
employ of F. 0. Howland, an implement dealer, for two years. In 1896, Mr. Lawrence engaged in business for himself, and is at present
one of the largest implement dealers in Cedar
Falls. In politics, he is a member of the Republican party, and in fraternal connection, he is a
member of the A. 0. U. W.
Mr. Lawrence was married to Sarah Berry,
a daughter of Henry Berry, who is an old pioneer of Black Hawk County. They are the
parents of one daughter, Jessie, ,Yho is the wife
of Henry Drohman, of Cedar Falls, Mrs.
Lawrence is a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church.

[I

ARL C. BARRETT, a farmer of Lincoln township, a son of J. E. and
Pauline (Thompson) Barrett, was
born March 26, 1876, in Black Hawk
County, Iowa, and for many years past has
been one of the leading citizens of his county.
Mr. Barrett is engaged in farming, and resides
on his well improved farm of 120 acres in section 22.
J.E. Barrett is a native of New York State,
and his wife is a native of the State of Maine.
Mr. Barrett followed farming for niany years
in his native State, and upon coming to Iowa
engaged in the same pursuit. He is now liv-
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ing a retired life in W a:terloo, Iowa, but at one
timed owned 200 acres in Lincoln township,
which he eventually sold. Politically, Mr. Barrett is a Republican, and has held the office of
assessor. He was married three times, the
children of the last marriage being Earl C. and
M. Charlotte. Mr. Barrett's first wife gave
birth to one child-Merritt J., and his second
wife, also, to one child-Charles J. In religious belief, Mr. Barrett is liberal. Mrs. Barrett is a Methodist. Mr. Barret was a soldier in
the Civil War and served four years as a private in the Fourth Reg., Wisconsin Vol. Inf.;
he is a member of the Legion of Honor.
Earl C. Barrett obtained his mental training in the common schools of Black Hawk
County, and also attended the Mount Vernon
Methodist Episcopal Institute for nearly one
year, when he returned to his home. He then
engaged in farming as a helper; when he was
21 years of age, he rented a farm, \-vhich he
continued to cultivate for four years. Mr. Barrett then engaged with the Northern Grain
Company at Voorhies, having charge of the elevator. In 1901, he purchased his present property, and since then has been actively engaged
in general farming and stock raising. In politics, Mr. Barrett is a Republican.
In r902 the subject of this sketch was married to Mae Trainor, a daughter of Michael N.
Trainor. Mr. Trainor located in Lincoln township in 1870, coming from Manitowoc, Wisconsin, and purchased 80 acres of land. Later,
he added to this until he owned 240 acres. In
1892 he retired from agricultural pursuits to
\Vaterloo. where he is now engaged in the real
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estate business. He was born in 1842, in County Clare, Ireland, and came to America, with
his parents, at an early age. In 1867, Michael
N. Trainor married Mary Dunn, a daughter
of James and Sarah (l\1orrison) Dunn. They
have had the following children: Edwin E.,
Clarence P., Mae, Bernadette S., P,nna E. ( deceased), Charles B., Theresa C. and Warren F .
(deceased). Both parents are members of the
Catholic Church. In politics, Mr. Trainor is
a Democrat.
Mr. and Mrs. Barrett are the parents of one
child-A. Lura. In religious belief, Mrs. Barrett is a Catholic.

m

EV. JOHN N. NEMMERS, priest in
charge of the Catholic Church at Gilbertsville, was born near Dubuque,
in Jackson County, Iowa, October 16,
1847, and is one of a family of 12 children born
to Nicholas and Mary (Freiman) Nemmers.
The parents of Father Nemmers were natives of the Grand Duchy of Luxemberg, who
came to the United States in 1847, and s~ttlecl
in Jackson County, Iowa. The mother died
there in 1866, aged 49 years. The father, in
1882, moved to Le Mars, Iowa, where he spent
a few years a_nd then joined his son at Gilbertsville. Here his death took place, December 22,
1885. Seven of his children still surviYe.
Until he was 17 years of age, Father Nemmers remained on his father's farm. He was
then given educational opportunities, and in ·
1867 entered St. Francis' Seminary, at Milwau-

kee, \ Visconsin. He completed the required
course in 1875, and was ordained by Archbishop
Hennessey, on December 19 of that year, at
Dubuque. He was then sent by the good bishop to take charge of the neglected little mission~
\\'hich included Gilbertsville and Barclay, and
arrived on the field December 22d. The outlook
was discouraging. He found a little frame
church building with no parsonage, no school,.
ancl a scattering congregation of 50 families.
\Vith the energy which has characterized him
in all his work, he began reorganizing, changing and building, and little time Incl elapsed before his superiors recogniz-ed that the zealous
young priest was accomplishing wonders. Today a handsome brick edifice, of Gothic architecture, has taken the place of the utterly inadequate frame building, of unsightly appearance,
and a comfortable and appropriate parsonage
flanks it, while a brick school building and a
brick dwelling for the Sisters also testify to the
executive ability which has accomplished all
these changes within a period of 13 years. For
19 years, Father Nemmers continued to officiate
also at Barclay, but has not clone so since 1894,
in fact, with the increase of his parish to 200
families, he has had to have an a;,sistant.
The present church building is most beauti fully fitt-ecl up. In 1880, there were erected
on the church property 14 little stone chapels,
known as "The \i\Tay of the Cross," and representing events in the Passion of our blessed
Lord. There are, also, three brick altars used
in the celebration of "Corpus Christi" and a
grotto of "Our Lady of Lourdes." The school
contains 163 children, under the care/ of four
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highly educated Sisters, and not only is the
,church prepared for all ceremonials but it
exerts its educating and elevating influence
through the whole parish, The fine grove,
which acids to the comfort and beauty of these
grounds, was set out by Father Nemmers, him-

self.
Father N emmers has many warm friends
both inside and outside his own religious body.
He is a scholar, having probably one of the
finest libraries in this section, and since r 894
has frequently added to his culture by visits to
the famous spots of Europe. His work here
,commands the admiration of the citizens at
large, while his exemplary Christian life makes
him a valued member of the community.

l]

ESSE M. HELFER, a substantial and
representative farmer of \tVashington
township, Black Hawk County, where
he owns over 397 acres of fine land.
was born in ,\ Vhite County, Indiana, October
8, r 8 50, and is a son of Jacob and Sa rah
(Graves) Helfer.
Jacob Helfer was born in Rowan County.
North Carolina, June 6. 1813, and his wife was
born in Coshocton County, Ohio, November 3.
1820. The former was reared from his sixth
to his 21st year in Shelby County, Indiana, and
then went to Tippecanoe County, in the same
State. There he married, his wife's family
ha Ying located there when she was r 5 years
old. They had three children,-\Vil liam Henry,
,\"ho was born in 1838, and died in 1841; Jacob
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M., \\"ho was born in 1848, and died in 1852;
and Jesse. About nine years after their marriage, Jacob Helfer and his wife moved to
\tVhite County, Indiana, locating on a timbered
tract. This property Mr. Helfer cleared and
they lived upon it about r 2 years. In July,
1855, they came to Black Hawk County,
Io,,·a, locating on the farm now owned by
the subject of this sketch and his venerable
mother, now in her 84th year. Here the father
died September r, 1880.
\i\Then the family first located here, only 30
acres had been cleared, and a small, two room
house had to suffice as a dwelling until something better could be provided. The handsome residence and commodious and substantial barns and buildings, along with the other
improvements which make this one of the most
attractive homes in the township, were placed
here at a later date by Mr. Helfer. The homestead farm contains 160 acres, and Mr. Helfer owns 237 acres more, all of ,Yhich is situated in \i\Tashington township and is fine, arable
land: it has been carefully and successfully
managed.
On November 17, 1867, Mr. Helfer was
married to Hannah A. Crawford, who was
born May 13, 1851, in Sullivan County, New
York, and is a daughter of \Villiam H. and
Lettie J. (Hendricks) Crawford, who moved
to Elkhart, Indiana. \\"hen she \\"as three years
of age. Her father was also a native of New
York. In March, 1866, he came to Black
children,
Hawk County \\·ith his wife and five
✓
Mrs. Helfer being the third member of the
family. Mr. Crawford died in this county
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June 27, 1866. Mr. and Mrs. Helfer have
four children, namely: Jacob M. born in 1869,
who married Lizzie Ford, and has six children,
-Forest, William, Homer, Ethel, Jesse and
Jacob; Harrison C., born in 1871, who married Lettie Lamb, and has three children,Maude, Bertie and Florence; Mary Frances,
born in 1878, who married Joseph Tiller, and
has one child,-Claren ce; and Luella M., born
in 1882, who married Amos Leversee.
In politics, Mr. Helfer is a stanch Republican. In 1882, he was elected township trustee, and served in that capacity for two years;
he has also been road supervisor. Fraternally,
he is connect,ed with the Ancient Order of United Workmen at Cedar Falls and the National
Union and Mystic Toilers, of the same city.
He is one of the leading members of the Christian Church. Personally, Mr. Helfer is a pleasant man to meet, one who shows his attachment to his home and takes pride in his family,
and who is equally interested in the development of his township and county along progressive lines. He is thoroughly respected, and
enjoys the hearty friendship of his fellow citizens.

m

LA YTON C. SMITH, postmaster and
merchant at Raymond, Iowa, is a
well known citizen of the eastern
section of Black Hawk County. He
is a native of Onondaga County, New York,
and a son of Cyrus and Catherine (Rohrabacher) Smith.
Cyrus Smith was a native of Cortland

County, New York, where he followed farming until the spring of 1854, when he removed
to Linn County, Iowa. Two years later, he
moved to Black Hawk County, and located
on the northeast quarter of section 8, Barclay
township, being one of its pioneers. Here he
obtained 160 acres from the government, all
of which was yet virgin soil. The work of
making the first improvement was no easy task
then. Nor is it now, except where modern
machinery is used. Mr. Smith worked industriously on the farm until 1869, when he moved
to Waterloo and spent five years in the city in
order to educate his children. He then returned
to the farm where he remained settled until
his death, in November, 1873, his wife having
died in the preceding September. Mr. Smith
spent his whole life in agricultural pursuits;
he was a quiet, worthy man in every situation
of life, and died respected by all. His family
consisted of 10 children, namely: Eleanor,
widow of R. L. Smith, of Cortland County;
New York,-she lives in Arkansas City, Kansas; Nancy L., who married Devol Weaver
of New York State; Elizabeth, who is the
widow of A. W. Smith, of Los Angeles, California; Letitia, who is the widow of Jacob
Wolf, of Harveyville, Kansas; Abram C., who
is a physician at Springdale, Arkansas; Henrietta, who is the widow of T. I. Smith, of
Raymond, Iowa ; Austin, who farms the old
homestead in Barclay township; Clayton C.,
our subject; John H., now deceased, who was
a merchant at vVaterloo for 20 years,-his wife
was Martha Jacobs; and Addison G., deceased.
Clayton C. Smith attended school in Water-
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loo, and remained under the home roof until
he was married, in 1876, to Sarah J. Snyder,
who was born near Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.
One son was born to this marriage-Lynnwho is his father's capable assistant in the store.
After his marriage, Mr. Smith began farming in section 17, Barclay township, where he
continued for five years, and then moved to
section 31, in the same township. Here Mr.
Smith operated a farm of 16o acres for 19
years, and disposed of it in 1901, purchasing
at the same time his present business at Raymond. His stock is a general one, also including all kinds of farm implements, wagons, buggies, harness and binding twine, and his trade
is constantly on the increase.
Politically, Mr. Smith is a Republican and
a strong supporter of the present administration. He has held a number of the minor offices and has shown his interest in educational
matters by consenting to serve as school director. He and his family belong to the Methodist Episcopal Church.

m

ICHOLAS FROST, one of the large
farmers and successful stock raisers
of Cedar township, Black Hawk
County, who lives on a fine farm of
500 acres in sections 4, 5 and 13, · was born
in Prussia, Germany, June 17, 1837, and is a
son of Nicholas and Anna Frost.
Nicholas Frost, the father, was born in
Prussia, Germany, and spent the greater part
of his life on his lands there. As he was an

only son, he was exempted from military service and succeeded to his father's estates, taking
care of his two sisters. He made a visit to
America, but died in his own land at the age
of 87 years; his wife died there, aged So years.
Nine of IO children came to America.
The subject of this sketch sailed from Antwerp for New York in 1850, his destination
being Southport, Wisconsin. In 1855 he spent
six months in Iowa, but returned to Wisconsin,
where he remained until 1860. Then he went
to Grand Haven, Michigan, where he spent
six years. During all this time he had been
engaged in farming. After removing to Cedar
township, he purchased a large amount of land,
and applied himself to the raising of fine stock.
For some years he has made this a specialty.
At the present writing Mr. Frost owns 150
head of Black Polled cattle, and has raised
Shorthorns for a long time. He does a large
business also in feeding and shipping cattle
and hogs. He has ·had, at one time, as manY,
as 400 head of fine cattle on his far,m, of such
excellent condition and breed, that he has had
no trouble in satisfactorily disposing of them.
When he first came to the county, he bought
40 acres in Cedar township, which had been
improved with a small house. For this he paid
$300. He kept adding to his land, workinghard all the time, and acquired 700 acres, 200
of which he has given to his sons. He has made
many substantial improvements on his farms,
.
erecting two dwellings and three barns. \Vhen
he first settled here, pioneer conditions still
prevailed, and life was very different from what
it now is. Mr. Frost's success in life may be

.
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attributed to his industry and good management.
In 1859 the subject of this sketch married
Katherine Michal, who was born in Prussn.
Germany, August 12, 1837, and is a daughter
of Jacob and Margaret Michal. Mr. and Mrs.
Frost have had a family of IO children, as follows: Anna, wife of Nicholas Kemp, of Cedar township; Peter, of Cedar township; Mrs.
Kate Brushen, of Cedar township; Mrs. Rose
Jaeger, of Orange township; Mrs. Margaret
Holbeck, of Cedar township; Mary, who is
at home; William, who farms the 200 acres;
and Nicholas, Lena and Elizabeth, all at home.
In, politics, Mr. Frost is a Democrat, but
he has never taken much interest in public matters, being more concerned with his private
affairs and with looking after the welfare of
his family. He is a consistent member of the
Catholic Church.

the father was engaged in farming. He served
in the war of 1812, and then removed to Ohio,
but previous to his death, in 1845, returned
to Virginia. The mother died in 1857. They
They were worthy members of the Baptist
Church-plain, unassuming, kind and helpful
people. They had IO children, as follows:
Abraham, Henry, Levi, Tena, Mary, Eliza-

beth, Ann, Sarah, Nathan and Jeremiah, who
Ii ves in Sioux County, Iowa. The last named
and Ann, Sarah and Na than are the only members 0£ the family living.
In tJ-ie locality in which young Na than Hess
was reared, there were then no schools, and the
long distance he had to traverse to reach the
nearest one, made it impossible for him to
spend much time in the school room. When
he was but 15 years of age, his father died, and
he took his mother and the children, in 1851,
to Champaign County, Ohio.
In the fall of 1854, Mr. Hess married Harriet Gaines, of Canada, and three children were
A THAN HESS, one of the highly es- born to them: Della, who married William
teemed citizens of Black Hawk Coun- Smith, an attorney, of Lawson, Oklahoma, and
ty, Iowa, who now lives in retirement has four daughters-Mabel, Bertha, Edith and
after a long life of agricultural ac- Dorothy; Charles, a farmer of East vVa terloo
tivity, owns a fine farm of 40 acres in section · township, who married Kate Gerald, and has
18, Barclay township, two miles east of Dewar. three chilclren,-Ray, Reva and Mona: and EdHe was born in Rockingham County Virginia, ward, a farmer of Barclay township, who marApril 4, 1830, and is a son of John and Cathe- ried Alma Lasure. and has t\\"O children.-Glen
rine (Rinker) Hess.
and Gladys. It is a source of satisfaction to
John Hess and his wife were born in Ger- Mr. and Mrs. Hess that their children are all
many, and came to America prior to their mar- so well established in life.
riage, accompanying their parents. Later, they
Mr. and Mrs. Hess lived for two years in
removed from Pennsylvania to Virginia, where Wyandot County, Ohio, and then removed to
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La Salle County, Illinois, where Mr. Hess
bought a farm. This he operated until 1862,
when he sold it and located in Poyner township,
Black Hawk County, where he bought 80 acres
in section 35. At that time the land was all
wild and there were no improvements. He
rented a shanty until he could build a house,
in which the family lived for 18 years. During
this period, Mr. Hess added to his land until
he had 160 acres in all. Disposing of this, he
moved to Barclay township, where he bought
1 IO acres of improved land in section 31, which
he sold 12 years later, and spent a year in the
village of Raymond. Then he purchased 160
acres north of Dewar, which he sold in 1900,
and moved to the village, where he has a pieasan t home and an acre of surrounding land,enough to give him exercise in its care. He
still owns 40 acres in section 18, Barclay township. Politically, he is a Republican, but he
has never aspired to office, being absorbed in
domestic duties.
Mr. Hess started out in life with little capital. He has succeeded well, and has been able
to lay aside a competency, and to give his family many advantages.

.
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MARTIN, who ;, secv;ng
his second term as mayor of the city
of Waterloo, is one of the most populuar chief executives the city has
•e ver had ancl is keenly alive to public interests.
He is prominent in business circles ancl in fra-

ternal work, having been senior grand warden
of the Masonic Grand Lodge of Iowa in 1903.
He is identified with numerous commercial
enterprises in the city, and deals extensively
in real estate.
Mr. Martin was born on a farm in Hardin
County, Iowa, Novemberr 5, 1860, and is of
Quaker parentage, inheriting the staiid qualities of that sect. He had a limited public
school education, but improved his opportunities in business pursuits. At the age of 21
years, he entered the employ of the Chicago &
Northwesterrn Railway Company as telegraph operator and station agent, and continued as such for a period of 12 years. Since
1894, he has been successfully engaged in the
real estate business. He is vice-president of
the Wangler Drug Company, wholesale dealers in drugs; a director in the Commercial
National Bank; and president of the Property Mutual Insurance Association.
Mr. Martin has a fine record as a member
and officer of the Masonic fraternity. He
was initiated in June, 1885, in Montague Lodge
No. II7, A. F. & A. M., at Eldora, Iowa;
later initiated in Evergreen Chapter, R. A. M.,
of Eldora, and took chivalric degrees in St.
Elmo Commandery, No. 48, K. T., at Iowa
Falls. In 1895, he served as master of Home
Lodge, No. 192, A. F. & A. M., of Iowa
Falls, and later was transferred to VI aterloo,
where he was elected worshipful master of
Lodge No. 105 in 1901, in which capacity he
is serving at the present time. He enters into
all work with enthusiasm, and has the happy
faculty of stirring others to activity. Mr.
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Martin was an early member of the Board of
Trade of ·w aterloo. He was first elected mayor
of Waterloo in 1901 by a small majority
and was reelected in 1903 by a large majority. He is a married man, his wife being
a native of Illinois, though reared in Hardin
County, Iowa. She is a member of the Universal1st Church. A portrait of Mr. Martin
accompanies this sketch.

D. EASTON, president of the Iowa
State Bank, and treasurer of the Board
of Education, is a prominent and successful business man of Waterloo. Mr.
Easton was born in Aberdeen, Scotland, in
1851, and came to America in 1871.
Landing in New York, a youth of 20 years,
Mr. Easton soon became associated with business enterprises, and 17 years wer,e spent by
him in the great metropolis, during which time
he was engaged in the wholesale and jobbing
dry goods business. In 1889 he established
himself in Waterloo, and for the past 1 I years
has been engaged in the banking business.
The Iowa State Bank, of which Mr. Easton
is president, is one of the leading financial institutions of this locality. The other officers
are: Emmons Johnson, vice-president, and
George N. Garrettson, cashier. The ·board of
directors includes these prominent and repreEmmons Johnson, Claus
sentative men:
Junge, H. J. Lichty, E. E. Manhard, A. C.
Bollinger, Walter E. Johnson and J. D. Easton.
Mr. Easton is actively interested in all

local enterprises and is a prominent factor in
many of them. He owns a pleasant home in
Waterloo and has an interesting family. He
is a member of the Congregational Church. He
belongs to the Masonic fraternity, being a member of Ascalon Commandery, K. T., and is also
connected with the Elks and Knights of Pythias, all of Waterloo. The explanation of the
city's wonderful prosperity is found in the fact
that here may be found a number of capitalists
and public spirited men like Mr. Easton.
J. D. Easton was married in December,
1902, to Marion Louise Johnson, eldest daughter of Emmons Johnson, of vVaterloo. Mr.
Easton has one son, James Gordon Easton,
born October 31, 1903.
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OHN H. RUGG, a well known and
highly respected farmer of Black
Hawk township, Black Hawk County,
who is operating a farm of 10 acres
111 section 16, was born March 5, 1875, in
Grundy County, Iowa. He is a son of Frank
and Mary (McCarthy) Rugg.
Frank Rugg was born in Iowa, was engaged in agricultural pursuits all his life, ownHis early
ing a farm in Grundy County.
death left a family of three unprotected children, who were adopted by relatives. The children, aside from the subject of this sketch,
were: Minnie, who was adopted by Thomas
Wenham and lives in California; and Edith,
now Mrs. Sweitzer, who was adopted by C. P.
Rugg, and resides in Black Hawk County.
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John H. Rugg was adopted by C. P. Rugg,
and remained with him until he was 25 years
of age. His mental training was obtained in
the common schools of Black Hawk County,
and was supplemented by two terms at the
Waterloo Commercial College. He has always
devoted his attentions to farming and has the
reputation of being one of the leading agriculturists of this section. For five years, he has
operated his present property, which belongs to
his father-in-law, John Asquith, of Waterloo,
and its excellent state of cultivation and great
productiveness speak well for his management.
In addition to raising corn, oats and hay, he
has met with success in stock raising, and the
products of this farm would compare well with
any placed on exhibition at the local fairs.
In 1899, Mr. Rugg was married to Anna
Asquith, who is a daughter of John Asquith.
The only child born to them was taken away by
death, at its birth. Mrs. Rugg is a consistent
member of the Progressive Brethren Church.
Politically, Mr. Rugg is a Republican, but he
takes no very active part in public affairs. He
is very much respected, and is noted for his
industry as well as for other sterling traits.

(I

IMOTHY SHEA, a prosperous farmer
of Eagle township, Black Hawk
County, Iowa, owns a finely cultivated and well impruved farm o± 320
acres m section 34. He was born in La Salle
County. Illinois, March 4, I852, and is a son
of Timothy and Margaret (McDermot) Shea.

The father of Mr. Shea was born in County
Cork, and the mother in County Kildare, Ireland. They immigrated to America in 1840,
and the father assisted in the building of the
Illinois & Michigan Canal from La Salle to
Chicago, and later the Illinois Central Railroad. He finally invested his earnings in a farm
in La Salle County, paying $4.50 an acre for
the uncleared land. By hard work and close
economy, he cleared his property and placed
it under cultivation, splitting the rails to make
his fencing, and building a log house for a
dwelling. This farm is now owned by his son
Daniel, who is supervisor of La Salle County.
The father died there, April 8, 1874, at the age
of 64 years, his disease being cancer of the lower
jaw. His widow survived until 1900, and
died at he age of 98 years. They had the following children: Dennis, who died aged four
years; John, who lives at Cripple Creek, Colorado; Mary, who married James Delaney, of
•
Davenport, Iowa; Michael, who lives in Illinois; Catherine, deceased; Margaret, who lives
in Benton County, Iowa; Timothy, the subject
of this sketch; and Daniel. The parents reared
their children in the Catholic Church, of which
they were worthy members.
Timothy Shea was 34 years old when he
left Illinois and removed to Benton County,
Iowa, where he purchased a far~1 of 200 acres.
This he cultivated until 1901, when he sold it
and bought his present farm, which belonged to·
the Wegar heirs, of La Porte City. Mr. Shea
carries on general farming, raising corn, oats,
barley and hay, and, as he has a very fine water
supply, is able to grow excellent cattle advan-
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tageously. His home, which is one of the
best in the township, is situated one mile from
the school house, two and thr~e quarters miles
from the church, and seven from the railroad.
Thus convenient location and transportation
facilities combine to make his property a very
valuable one. His cream from 27 milch cows,
11e sells to the Eagle Co-operative Creamery
Company. He raises about 1 50 head of cattle
annually, and has shipped as high as five carloads in one season. He raises, also, from 200
to 300 head of hogs.
On February 24, 1876, Mr. Shea was married to Johanna Flaherty, who was born in
Buffalo, New York, and is a daughter of Daniel
and Mary Flaherty, both of whom were born
in County Kerry, Ireland. Twelve children
were born to Mr. and Mrs. Shea, of whom but
one, Timothy, Jr., is deceased. The others
-are as follows: Margaret, Mary, Elizabeth.
Josephine, Daniel, John, Michael, James, Catherine, Bernard and Cecilia A. Tli'ese children
11ave proved a great comfort to their parents.
growing up surrounded with good influences,
and early learning religious truth in the Catholic Church, to \Yhich both Mr. and Mrs. Shea
belong.
:Politically, Mr. Shea has ahvays been a supporter of the Republican party, and on a number of occasions, he has been elected to town-ship offices. He is one of the stockholders of
the Farmers' Mutual Fire Insurance Company
of Black Hawk County. He is a man thoroughly informed on all matters pertaining to
public affairs in his section, and is noted for
his honesty, intelligence and industry. He is

well known and much respected, and is regarded
as one of the representative men of his neighborhood.

m

EORGE H. HILTON, one of the leading agriculturists of Cedar Falls
township, Black Hawk County,
Iowa, owns and operates a quarter
of section 8. He was born April 13, 1859, in
Grant County, Wisconsin. He is a son of
William and Ann (Booth) Hilton.
William Hilton was born in England, in
1827, and came to America with an older sister, at the age of 14 years. They settled in
Grant County, Wisconsin, where Mr. Hilton
later ran a smelting furnace in the district of
the lead mines. Subsequently, he removed to
Buchanan County, Iowa, engaged in farming,
and died in 1887, leaving an estate of 330
acres. His first \Yife, Ann Booth, died in 1864,
aged 37 years, having had eight children. His
second union \\'as with Margaret Brunskill, of
Dubuque, IO\Ya, who became the mother of
eight children. The survivors of the first marriage are as follows: Jane, Francis, Mary,
George H., Rose, Sarah and Ellen. Jane
is the wife of George Fox, of Wisconsin. and has three sons and three daughters-Elizabeth. \Villiam, Freeling, Jennie,
Rose arid Frank. Francis married Emma Byers, of \,Vaterloo, Io,,·a, and has
se,·en children.-Myrtle, \Yife of Henry
Clark; Harry; \,Vesley: Ellis; Lee; John and
George. Mary is the wife of Charles King, of
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lndependence, Iowa, and has three daughters,
-Zora, wife of j. Eddy, Effie and Dessie.
Rose is the wife of Henry Lichtenberg, of Alta,
Iowa, and has six children. Sarah is the wife
of Clem Hemmer, of Alta, Iowa, and has five
children. Ellen is the wife of Lincoln Peacock, of \ Visconsin, and has three children. The
survivors among the children of the second
marriage are as follows: William, who married Mary Mount, of Buchanan County, Iowa,
and has one child,-Osa; and Elizabeth; Judie;
James; and \Vesley.
The late William Hilton was a much esteemed citizen, and a highly respected, hard
working, honest man; he made his home happy
and cheerful, and vYas noted for his many acts
of charity. He reared a family of 16 children,
and educated all who survived infancy. He
adopted two orphan children, educating them
with his own, and treating them wih the same
justice and kindness. In politics, Mr. Hilton was identified with the Republican party.
The subject of this sketch had the advantage in his youth of being one of a large household, a happy, united family. He attended
the common schools, and remained with his
father in vVisconsin until 1871, and then accompanied his parents to Buchanan County,
Iowa, where his father bought a large farm in
Jefferson township. After the death of his
father, Mr. Hilton removed to Fox townsb;p,
Black Hawk County, and rented a farm of
mo acres for two years, later buying it and
operating it for four years longer. In 1893
he bought the quarter section in Cedar Falls

township, which he now operates, and has has built up a reputation of being one of the
best farmers in this township. He carries on
a general line of farming, raising much corn
and many hogs, and is also interested in dairymg. He is one of the most substantial and
highly regarded citizens of Cedar Falls township.
On February 6, 1889, Mr. Hilton was united in marriage with Anna Blakemon, of Black
Hawk County, and they have two sons and twodaughters-Milfred , George, Leta and Neva.
Politically, Mr. Hilton is a Republican, and
fraternally he is associated with the Knights
of the Maccabees.

E. STEVENS, one of the leading far-mers of Lincoln township, Black
Hawk County, who owns a fine farm
of 160 acres in section 33, was born
May 17, 1866. He is a son of William H_
and Charlotte (Barrett) Stevens.
\,\Tilliam H. Stevens was born in Wisconsin, and his wife in New York. In 1866 hecame to Iowa, and bought a farm of 120 acres
in Lincoln township, Black Hawk County, .
which is now owned by William Albright. Mr.
Stevens resided on that farm until 1900, when
he sold it and moved to Waterloo, Iowa. In
December, 1903, he moved to the vicinity of
Appleton, Minnesota, where he still resides.
Mrs. Stevens died in 1874; she was the mother
of two children,-$. E. and Lena, of whom
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the latter died in infancy. Mr. Stevens then
married Olive Hoag, who is a daughter of the
late Henry and Margaret Hoag, and five children were born to their union, namely : Alma
and Margaret, deceased; Harry, Floyd and
Carl. Mrs. Stevens is a consistent member of
the Methodist Episcopal Church. Mr. Stevens
is fraternally connected with the Masons and
the Odd Fellows.
S. E. Stevens was schooled in Black Hawk
County, which, with the exception of five
years spent in Minneapolis, Minnesota, has always been his home. Formerly, he was an
engineer on the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul
Railway, but has been engaged in farming ever
since he returned to Lincoln township. He
purchased his present farm in 1890 of 0. R.
Ingols, but has made all the fine improvements
himself. These include a handsome modern
resiuence of eight rooms, and substantial and
spacious buildings for farm produce and stock.
The subject of this sketch carries on large
operations in general farming and stock raising, and assists in keeping up the reputation
of Black Hawk County as a great agricultural center.
In 1893, Mr. Stevens married Clara A.
Mastain, who is a daughter of Nathan J. and
Mary J. (Gilmore) Mastain. Three children
have been born to them, namely: Fred W.,
born January 30, 1895; Charlotte L. born November II, 1898, and Mildred M., born May
20, 1904.
Politically, Mr. Stevens is a Republican.
He is secretary of the Red Bird Creamery Com-

pany, of Voorhies, Iowa. Since 1900, he has
belonged to the Masonic fraterniy, and is a
member of Coin Lodge, No. 374, A. F. & A.
M., of Reinbeck, Iowa. One of the reliable
and honorable men of this section, Mi. Stevens
commands the respect and enjoys the esteem
of all who know him.

ILLIAM D. WA GONER, a leading
citizen and prominent business
man of La Porte City, Iowa, is
proprietor of a large mercantile
house, vice-president of the First National Bank,
president of the Public Utility Company, an cl
one of the directors of the Central Iowa Telephone Company, which operates at Iowa Falls,
Hampton and Eagle Grove. He was born
June 17, 1846, in Jefferson County, New Y ork,
and is a son of the late Jacob and Anna M argaret (Jenkins) \i\T aggoner.
The Wagoner family is of German ex traction, and through the life-time of Jacob vVaggoner, the name was spelled "\i\T aggoner. " The
earliest record at hand tells of one George
vVaggoner, a prosperous farmer on the Upper
Rhine, near Vv eilbach, Baden, Germany, who
was the father of John Englehardt Waggoner,
who was born in 1732. On acount of religions
and military persecution, the latter left his
fatherland , in young manhood, and came to
America, founding the family near Canajc,harie. Montgomery County, New York. whei'e
he entered land and followed the trade of black-
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smith. He was succeeded by his son Jacob,
the grandfather of William D., who was born
in Herkimer County, New York, and followed
an agricultural life there, dying at the age o·f
75 years. He took part in the War of 1812.
Jacob Waggoner (2), father of W_illiam D.,
was born in Herkimer County, New York, in
1819, and died in Jefferson County, New York,
August 15, 1888. Prior to coming to Iowa,
he was engaged in farming, but embarked here
in the mercantile business, in connection with
money loaning, and continued for about 15
years. His life, like the careers of the majority
of prosperous men, was successful on account
of ability and industry. Although he was not
an active politician, he always took an intelligent citizen's interest in public matters, voting
with the old \i\Thig party in early days, and
later supporting the principles of the Republican party.
In 1847 Jacob Waggoner married Mrs.
Anna Margaret Jenkins, widow of Daniel
\i\Talts, who was a native of Herkimer County,
New York. She died in 1888, in Jefferson
County, aged 79 years. By a former marriage
Mr. Waggoner had two daughters; two son:!!
were born to his second union, viz. : Charles,
who is a retired farmer at Evans Mills, J efferson County, New York; and William D.
William D. Wagoner was reared in Jefferson County, New York, and remained on the
home farm until he was 26 years of age. He
came in the fall of 1873 to La Porte City, Iowa,
accompanied by his wife and one child. After
derking for his father for three years, he em-

i:.a....

barked for himself in the mercantile business,
which he still conducts. His large store at La
Porte City is a distributing center for dry
goods, cloaks, carpets and shoes. An enterprising and progressive man, he is connected
with many other prospering business concerns.
From its organization, he has been vice-president of the First National Bank; he was one
of the promoters of the electric light and water
company, started eight years ago, and now
known as the Public Utility Company, of which
he is president; he is also, as mentioned above,
a director 111 a leading telephone company of
this State.
On June 8, 1868, Mr. Wagoner married
Mary C. Wagner, probably a distant relative,
who was born in Herkimer County, New York,
March 1, 1851, and they have one daughter,
Lena Maude, who is the wife of F. E. Wettstein, of Cleveland, Ohio.
Politically, Mr. Wagoner is a Republican,
and has been a member of the City Council.
He has been a trustee of the Presbyterian
Church, and is one of its most liberal supporters. Fraternally, he is a Master Mason,
affiliating with Trowel Lodge, No. 216, A. F.
&A. M.

[I

DWIN WALLACE KENDALL, a
prominent farmer of Waterloo township, Black Hawk County, and the
owner of a fine farm of 170 acres in
section 34, was born June 23, 1837, in Caledonia County, Vermont, and is a son of J erub
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and Hannah M. (Little) Kendall, both of whom
were natives of Vermont.
When the subject of this sketch was about
18 months old, the family removed to Lamoille, Bureau County, Illinois, where the
father died shortly afterward, leaving but one
child. Mrs. Kendall later married Martin
Hopps, and three children were born to her,
the two survivors being-Irving W. and Arthur D. The mother died in 1869.
Edwin Wallace Kendall attended Morrisville Academy, at Morrisville, Vermont, for
more than two years, and then joined the family in Illinois, where he purchased a farm of
80 acres and operated it for one year. This
farm he sold advantageously, and bought another, which he also sold. He then bought a
farm of 255 acres, which he disposed of for
$10,000 cash and 320 acres of land in Iowa.
He subsequently sold the 320-acre tract, and
purchased three quarters of a section in Marshall County, which he sold in 1890, and purchased his present property. During the administration of President Pierce, the Government opened a tract of land near Fort Dodge,
and Mr. Kendall journeyed on horseback to
Iowa from Lamoille and entered a half section
at $r.25 an acre. Of this land, he still owns
160 acres. After coming to Black Hawk
County, Mr. Kendall devoted himself to general farming and dairying and, on account of
his good management, he has been successful
in all his enterprises. He is one of the township's substantial citizens.
On November 2, 1864, Mr. Kendall was

married to Della Warren, who was born at
Enfield, Massachusetts. They had six chitdren, viz.: E liza W., born December 15, 1865,
who married Stephen Sibley, and died in August, 1893, leaving one child-Dorothy; Hattie L., born September 2, 1867, who married
C. L. Tutt, and has the following children,Clara L., Annetta M., Florence R., Harvey
L., and Charlotte L.; Lucy, who married L. V.
Chamberlain, and has two children,-Joseph
D. and Earl; Clarissa, who married E. E ..
Stokes and has three children,-\Vallace 'vV.,
Russell T., and Ralph K.; Herman; and Charlotte. Mrs. Kendall died August 31, 1890.
Mr. Kendall, like his parents, is a memberof the Baptist Church. Politically, he is a Republican.

[i

HO MAS A. GILLAN, owner and proprietor of the "Main Street Livery,"
at La Porte City, Iowa, was born
June 29, 1850, on a farm in Pleasant
Prairie township, Kenosha County, Wisconsin,
and is a son of Patrick and Alice (Traynor}

Gillan.
Patrick Gillan was born in 1814 in Liverpool, England, and came to America with the
family of Thomas and Mary Traynor, whose·
daughter, Alice, he married at a later date.
The latter died in Lake County, Illinois, in
1868, aged 44 years. She was a native of the
North of Ireland. Patrick Gillan and his wife
had seven children, namely : Mrs. Rose Cosgrove, of Chicago ;Mrs. Mary Murray, who died'
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in Chicago; Thomas A. ; Bernard; Patrick, deceased; Sarah, who died in Chicago, aged 18
years; and Alice, who died, aged three years.
Patrick Gillan was a carpenter by trade, and
this was his main occupation, although he
owned a farm of 160 acres in the vicinity of
New Hampton,Chickasaw County,Iowa, which
land, however, he never occupied. From New
York he moved to Wisconsin, and later to Lake
County, I.llinois, where he died in 1858, aged
44 years.
Thomas A. Gillan was a babe but a few
months old when his parents moved to the farm
in Lake County, Illinois, where he remair.ed
until he was 25 years of age. During the next
decade, Mr. Gillan traveled extensively and,
at various points, had different occupatiom.
In 1875 he worked on a farm in the vicinity
of LaPorte City, Iowa, and then went to North
Platte, Lincoln County, Nebraska, where he
lived the exciting life of a cow boy for three
years. The next two years were spent in farming in Minnesota, after which he came to Cedar
township, Black Hawk County, and followed
the stock business for three years. Mr . Gillan
then left country life and went into the Illinois
Central Railroad freight house at Waterloo,
where he continued five years. He then returned to agricultural pursuits, working on
ex-Governor Boies' Grundy County farm for
one year.
New discoveries and attractions in the far
West led Mr. Gillan on a prospecting trip to
the Pacific Coast, but he returned to Black
Hawk County in about a year, and worked for
37
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three years for Joseph Husman, in the stock
business. During this time he was elected
city marshal, an office he has held for the past
11 years. On July 15, 1903, he purchased
what is known as the "Main Street Livery,"
which he is still conducting on much improved
lines.
In 1880, Mr. Gillan married Louise McNaughton, who was born February 26, 1853,
near Montreal, Canada, and is a daughter of
Alexander and Jennie McNaughton, the
former of whom was born in Scotland, and the
latter in Canada. Mr. and Mrs. Gillan have
two daughters: Neva Alice, who married
Charles Burgess, of LaPorte City, and has one
child, Margaret Louise; and Effie Pearl, who
is at home.
Prior to the first election of President McKinley, Mr. Gillan was a Democrat, but he
has been identified with the Republican party
smce. Fraternally, he belongs to the K.
0. T. M., of which he is State chaplain, having
previously served as State sergeant. He is
a member of the Presbyterian Church. Mr.
Gillan is a well known citizen and has taken
an active and useful part in matters pertaining
to the development of the interests of LaPorte
City.

m

EORGE C. MORGAN, who owns and
operates a large body of land in section 6, Cedar Falls township, Black
Hawk County, Iowa, was born on
the old homestead in this township, in 1853,

•
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and is a son of Jesse and Lucinda (Bozarth)
Morgan.
Mr. Morgan is of Welsh extraction. His
father, tlie fate Jesse Morgan, was born on
Staten Island, New York, September 1, 18rr,
and died in 1892, being at that time one of the
oldest pioneer residents of Cedar Falls township. He was a son of Joseph and Fannie
Morgan. His paternal great-grandfaher, with
two brothers, natives of Wales, came to America prior to the Revolutionary War, and served
in the patriot army. At the age of 13 years,
Jesse Morgan accompanied his parents to Sullivan County, New York, but shortly after became a sailor and followed a life on the water
for several years. In 1849 he went to California, where he was engaged in gold mining until
1851; he met with fair success, and then moved
to Cedar Falls, Iowa. For several years he
worked at the carpenter's trade, and built the
first house in the city that made any pretension
to modern architecture. Later he bought 400
acres of unimproved land, a good part of which
was timbered. Upon this he felled the trees
and put 140 acres of it under a good state of
cultivation. He was a pioneer of this section,
of the best class, and through his energy and
perseverance became a very successful fa.r mer.
On Dceember 7, 1851 , he married Lucinda Bozarth, who was born February 27. 1832, and
is a daughter of Valentine and Rebecca (Hall)
Bozarth, of Parkersburg. West Virginia. where
Mrs. Morgan was born. They removed in
1837 from Virginia to Muscatine County, Iowa,
where they spent the rest of their lives. Val-

entine Bozarth came of French and Dutch ancestry. Mrs. Morgan still survives and resides with her children in Cedar Falls. These
were eight in number, the six survivors being,
George C., Henry, Fannie, Nellie, Mary and
William.
Henry, who married Lucy D. Batcheller,
lives near Benson, Iowa, and has one child '
Glenn Beatrice. Fannie, who married 0. V.
Cunning, has five children,-Jessie, Harold,
Stanley, Max and Joseph. Nellie, who married
William Cunning, has one child-Bessie.
Mary, who married John Du Mond, has two
children,-Rhea and Ethel. William, who married Glenn Smith, has one daughter, Beatrice.
Jesse Morgan was a lifelong Republican,
but would accept no office with the exception
of that of school director, being always deeply
interested in educational matters. For many
years he was an active member of both the
Masonic and Odd Fellow fraternities.
After the death of his father, our subject,
with his brothers, operated the home farm on
shares for some time. Later a just division
was made and at the present time George C.
owns the larger part of the old homestead.
He has bought additional tracts and is now
largely interested in the growing of sorghum,
in connection with general farming and stock
ra1s111g. Politically, he is an active Republican
and is serving as school treasurer of his township. Fraternally, he is a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fello,Ys.
The settlement of Black Hawk County and
its various townships is a story of struggle with
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natural and incidental difficulties. That it toclay is one of the garden spots of the great
State of Iowa. is because of the industry and
enterprise of its earlier settlers. A noble and
notable represe,,tative was the late Jesse Morgan, and among those who blazed the way in
Cedar Falls township, he shbuld occupy a high
place.

m

ENJAMIN S. HARRISON, president
of the Elyria Wood Plaster Company
of vVaterloo, Iowa, and associated
with J. S. Hildebrand in an extensive
land, loan and insurance business, is one of
the enterprising business men of the city. Mr.
Harrison is not a native of Iowa, his birth having taken place in Cambria County, Pennsylvania, on April 13, 1865. He is a son of David
and Elizabeth (Strayer) Harrison.
David Harrison was also born in Cambria
County, Pennsylvania, and he and his wife now
live in retirement. Their six surviving children are, as follows: Mrs. Martha Dietz, of
Waterloo; Mrs. Ida Johnson, of Buffalo Center, Iowa; Jennie, a teacher, living at home;
Sarah, a teacher in the schools of Buffalo Center, Iowa; Elizabeth, a stenbgrapher for the
Iowa Dairy Separator Company; and Benjamin S. Their son John died at the age of 14
years.
Benjamin S. Harrison was the third child
in order of birth. He was one year old when
his parents came to Black Hawk County, and
he remained on the home farm until 1885, when
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he entered the employ of Sheriff W. F. Brown,
and had charge of that gentleman's creamery,
for one year. Two years were spent by him on
a stock farm in Poyner township, and then he
accepted a position with Harris & Company as
butter worker. After working six months at
Jesup, he went into the cr,e amery business at
Lincoln, Grundy County, Iowa, where he continued for two years. After selling his interest
here he bought the Hubbard and Lawn Hill
creameries in Hardin County, which he operated five years during which time he conducted
a general store in connection with the Lawn
Hill Creamery. He then went to Webster City,
Iowa, where he bought a hardware store, which
he conducted one year; he subsequently sold
this, and located at Lake City. There he was
engaged for two years in the real estate and
loan business, and then came to vVaterloo
where he was associated with Philo J. Martin,
in the preparation of a set of abstract books.
The results of his work he later sold to the:
Lichty & Hallaway Abstract Company. Mr.
Harrison was associated with Philo J. Martin
for three and a half years, since which he has
been in partnership with J. S. Hildebrand, in
a land, loan and insuranoe business. Mr. Harrison is also identified with the Property Mutual Fire Insurance Company, of which he is
a director.
In 1885, Mr. Harrison was united in marriage with Ella N. Hildebrand, a native of
Cambria County, Pennsylvania, and a daughter of J. S. and Christiana Hildebrand. They
have four children, namely:
Reuben A.,
Luella May, Edna Gertrude and Neva Maud.
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The family belong to the United Brethren
Church.
Politically, Mr. Harrison is one of the county's stanch Republican, and has frequently been
selected as that party's candidate for responsible offices. For seven years, he served as a
member of the Hubbard City Council, and for
four years he was a member of the School
Board. While in Lincoln, Iowa, he served as
postmaster under President Cleveland. He has
always been a public spirited citizen, and has
faithfully worked for civic improvements. His
fraternal connections include the Masons,
Knights of Pythias and the Woodmen.

m

ETER KNIPP, one of the best known
citizens of vVashburn, Cedar township, Black Hawk County, who has
proved himself a successful farmer
and a popular auctioneer, was born April 26,
1872, in Prussia, Germany, and is a son of
Henry and Maggie (Hirchenbock) Knipp.
. Henry and Maggie Knipp sailed from the
port of Bremen, in 1887, and landed at Baltimore, Maryland. They came immediately to
Black Hawk County, Iowa. The father was
born in June, 1845, in Prussia, and took part
in the two German wars of 1866 and 1870-71,
having previously served three years in the
army. During much of the desperate fighting
in these wars, Henry Knipp held a very dangerous position, being in charge of the magazmes. He survived all his army hardships,
came to America, prospered, and for the past

five years has lived in retirement at Gilbertsville.
He married a lady of his own age in his native
place, and they had eight children, the five surviving ones being: Peter; Mrs. Katie Frost, of
North Dakota; Henry, a cigar manufacturer
of Gilbertsville; Lena, wife of J. S. Roth, of.
Fox township; and Diana, who is at home.
The subject of this sketch was 15 years of
age when the family located at Washburn, and
he has made his home in the county ever since.
He remained on the home farm until the fall
of 1903, when he sold it and went to Oklahoma,
where he bought a quarter section of fine land,
on which he remained a few months. After
his return he went into the restaurant business,
and also became an auctioneer. He has become:
very popular in the latter capacity, and can
scarcely attend all the sales where his services
are in demand. Equipped with a fine voice,.
Mr. Knipp also has much humor, and never
has any difficulty in collecting an appreciative
crowd to listen to his great fund of amusing·
stories. It has been said of him that if anything is saleable, he can not only make the,
sale but get a fine price. These sales are attended by large crowds, farmers coming for·
miles, and at these meetings much neighborhood business is transacted. It is Mr. Knipp's
happy faculty to keep everyone in a go0d'
humor, and to dispose of the property in a satisfactory manner.
On November 6, 1895, Mr. Knipp was married to Anna M. Roth, who was born January
28, 1872, in Buchanan County, Iowa, and is.
a daughter of Joseph and Maggi-e Roth, who
were born in Germany, but have been residents:
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of Buchanan County for the past 40 years.
Mr. and Mrs. Knipp have two children,-Edward H. and Joseph P. The family home is
one of the handsomest in the county, a fine
three-story brick, with many improvements.
The barn is a commodious structure, 50 by mo
feet in dimensions. Mr. Knipp and his wife
are both very highly respected residents of
Cedar township.

D

RANK F. KNAPP, one of the popular
county officials of Black Hawk County, who is serving his second term as
recorder, was born July 12, 1858, in
Mount Vernon township, Black Hawk County,
Iowa. He is a son of Solomon and Jane 0.
{Milks) Knapp, and a grandson of Rev. Solomon Knapp, an early minister of the Baptist
Church, at Cedar Falls.
Both parents of Frank F. Knapp were born
-in New York, about 1827. They removed to
Mount Vernon 'township, Black Hawk County,
Iowa, in 1854, making the trip by wagon from
Joliet, Illinois. For many years they ,wre
prominent farmers of the township, where the
father held an important position in his neighborhood, and filled the local offices. He now
resides with a daughter in \Vaterloo township,
his wife having died in 1900, aged 70 years.
Their children numbered four-Mrs. J. E.
Wescott, of \,Vest \Vaterloo; John F., with the
United States Steel Corporation, at Chicago;
Mrs. Bruce Cox, of Waterloo township. and
Frank F., the subject of this sketch.
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Frank F. Knapp was reared in Vv aterloo
township, and attendee! the country and city
schools. At the age of 19 years, he began
teaching which he continued for 17 terms, in
various parts of the county. He then went to
farming and remained a farmer in Union township for about five years. Then he entered the
employ of the Buckeye Machine Company, at
Cedar Falls, where he has resided for the past
10 years.
Mr. Knapp was married in Union township to Alice M. Janes, who is a native also
of Black Hawk County, and a daughter of
E. L. Janes, a native of \Vill County, Illinois.
They have seven children living,-Frank E.,
who is learning the jewelry business at Waterloo; Myrtle, Pearl, Mamie, Bessie, Forrest and
Maude. One child is deceased.
Mr. Knapp and his family attend the Baptist Church. Fraternally, he is associated with
the Modern Woodmen of America, Knights of
Pythias and Knights of the Maccabees, at
Cedar Falls.

IJ

OSEPH SARTORI, vice-president of
the State Bank of Cedar Falls, Iowa,
and one of the city's leading capitalists, was born in Germany, February
25, 1831. He is one of t\rn children born to
his parents, Joseph and Catherine (Feist) Sartori. The former was a large contractor m
Germany, where he died in 1837.
Joseph Sartori, the son, was educated 111
Germany, completing the common-school course
at the age of 15 years. He learned the affiliated
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trades of stone-cutter, mason, bricklayer and
plasterer. Thus equipped, he came to America in 1853. For a short time he followed
his trades in New York and then removed to
Dubuque, Iowa, where he worked two years
as a brick-layer. In 1857 he decided to cast
in his lot with the builders at Cedar Falls.
Reaching Waterloo by stage, he found it would
be necessary to ford the river in order to reach
his destination. Work was plentiful in the
prospering little lumber town and in a short
rime he made use of his capital of $600 in the
erection of a brick building. In the course of
five years he disposed of this for $1,000, purchasing at this time 90 acres of land from the
late Henry Miller for $1,400. This property
Mr. Sartori improved, and again profited by
his investment, selling it at a later date for
$2,400.
Mr. Sartori erected the first brick block in
Cedar Falls, a structure 22 by 60 feet in dimensions, and two stories in height, and two years
later, in 1865, he built two stores. In 1867
his business sense for once played him false,
for he refused a half section of land at $3 per
acre, which three years later he bought, paying
$14 per acre, the prosperity of this section making it then a most desirable investment. Mr.
Sartori then built a house on his property, two
stories high, and 24 by 28 feet in dimensions.
All the mason and brick work he was able to do
himself. He continued to work continuously
for others, and by 1870 had so established his
reputation as a skilled and reliable builder, that
much important work was placed in his charge.

In this year he built the Burr Hotel, after a
bridal trip of four months in Europe.
In 1875 Mr. Sartori settled down to farming on his fine property adjoining Cedar Falls,
this being the year of the unprecedented snow.
He continued here one year, employing three
men, and keeping six horses and 12 cows. In
1876 after equipping his farm with all kinds of
machinery, making improvements in every direction, adding to his substantial buildings and
setting out orchards, he sold the property to
John Menner, and returned to Cedar Falls.
Here he was again engaged in extensive building and contracting, and many of the most imposing structures in the business and residence
portions of Cedar Falls are examples of his
ability. He also invested largely in timber
lands, which have proved very profitable. In
1890 he was elected vice-president of the State
Bank of Cedar Falls, and is also one of the
directors. It is probable that Mr. Sartori has
put up more bui ldings here than any other individual. The Methodist E}:liscopal Church,
which he completed in 1892, a view of which
is shown elsewhere in this book, is one of the
handsomest church edifices in this part of the
State.
Mr. Sartori married Theresa Wangler, who
was born in 1833 in Schweighausen, ElsassLothringen, Germany, and was a daughter of
Conrad Wangler. Her death occurred December 24, 1901. She is survived by one son,
J. T. Sartori, who is a very prominent lawyer
and business man. He is president of the
Security Savings Bank of Los Angeles, Cali-
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fornia, the largest bank in that city. This son
graduated with high honors at Cornell College,
Mount Vernon, Iowa, and at Ann Arbor,
Michigan, and then attended Freiberg University, for two and a half years. After his return,
he entered into a law partnership with Judge
Cotton, of Clinton, Iowa, for one year, and
then went to Dennison, where he formed a law
partnership with ex-Governor Shaw. Later he
was in partnership for four years with ex-Sen,1tor Strubel, Strubel, Reishall & Sartori being
the firm name, the location being Le Mars.
Mr. Sartori then went into the banking business
and was the chief mover in establishing the
First National Bank of Monrovia, California,
of which he first served as president, and is now
vice-president. In 1890, he located at Los
Angeles, and founded the Security Savings
Bank, of which he is president, and in which
he owns a controlling interest. This bank has
deposits of $7,000,000.
The subject of this sketch has taken a very
active part in public matters at Cedar Falls.
He has held many positions of trust, and has
had, probably, as many business transactions
as any other citizen. He takes pride in the
fact that he has never been either plaintiff or
defendant in any litigation.
His political affiliation has always been with
the Republicap party, and he served two terms
in the City Council and was superintendent of
the Water Works. Although not actively engaged in business, as in former days, he still
serves as treasurer of the Cedar Falls Lumber
Company, and retains his connection with
financial institutions.

In 1865, Mr. Sartori became a member of
the Knights of Honor, and for 20 years he has
been a member of the Ancient Order of United
Workmen and the Knights of Pythias. For
the same length of time he has been a member
of the German Evangelical Church, and served
as its Sunday-school superintendent for 28
years. He is a thoroughly respected citizen of
Cedar Falls, and the city owes much to his
liberality and public spirit.

m

OYAL A. PERKINS, president of the
First National Bank of La Porte City,
Iowa, a position he has held for the
past IO years, is one of the leading
capitalists of Black Hawk County. He was
born in Noble County, Ohio, September 11,
1840, and is a son of Edward and Cynthia
( Picksley) Perkins.
Edward Perkins was born September 3,
1789, near Lancaster, Pennsylvania, his parents
being natives of New Jersey, who went as
pioneers to Ohio in 1806, when Edward was
17 years of age. There he led a quiet, agricultural life, becoming one of the substantial
farmers of Noble County. Probably his most
important adventure was the killing, in young
manhood, alone and unaided, of a bear, which
overtook him, when obeying the summons of
a draft into the army for service in the War
of 1812. On account of sickness, he took no
active part in the military events of that period.
Two years prior to his decease, he joined his
son in Benton County, Iowa, where he died
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June 26, 1868, aged 79 years. Early in life B. Lizer; A. B. Elmer; C. E. Ashley and J. H.
a strong Whig, he afterward affiliated with the Lunemann.
Republican party. For many years, he was
On Feburary 25, 1875, Mr. Perkins was
one of the pillars of the Methodist Episcopal married to Katherine Gingrich, who was born
Church. His wife was Cynthia Picksley, who in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, June 1,
was born May IO, 1800, in Hampshire County, 1840, and is a daughter of Daniel and KatheMassachusetts , ,and died September IO, 1875, rine (Hoffer) Gingrich, of that State. Mrs.
in Benton County, Iowa. Of the 11 children Perkins is one of a family of eight children.
born to Mr. and Mrs. Perkins, nine reached Both she and her husband are active members
maturity, but the only survivors are Columbus, of the Presbyterian Church. They have a beaua resident of Washington County, Ohio, and tiful home in LaPorte City, which Mr. PerRoyal A., who was the youngest.
kins built some years since, and which is made
Royal A. Perkins was reared to agricultural attractive by many handsome articles gathered
pursuits in Noble and Washington counties, by Mr. Perkins in his frequent travels over the
Ohio, and after settling in Benton County, United States.
Iowa, in 1866, he continued to farm until he
Mr. Perkins has always been identified with
removed to La Porte City, in 1892; since that the Republican party, and has held a number
year he has been interested in financial enter- of township officers. He has long been a memprises. For a long period he was a leading agri- ber of the Masonic fraternity, and is a Master
culturist of Benton County, and the beautiful Mason in Lodge No. 216, A. F. & A. M., and
farm which he developed from the prairie has a member of the Order of the Eastern Star.
scarcely an equal in cultivation or productive- Although he has had varied and important
ness, in that section of the State.
business interests for many years, this financier
In 1893 Mr. Perkins became president of is at heart, an agriculturist, and still recalls
the First National Bank of La Porte City, with pleasure the years of labor spent on his
one of the leading financial institutions of Benton County farm.
Black Hawk County, which has a capital and
surplus of $75,000. He directs the policy of
the bank, with these able coadjutors: W. D.
Wagoner, vice-president; F. E. Wettstein, 2nd
LIAL F. BENEDICT, a prominent
vice-president; J. H. Lunemann, cashier; and
farmer of Waterloo township, Black
G. E. Stebbins, assistant cashier. The board
Hawk County, resides upon his well
of directors is made up of solid, substantial,
improved farm of 120 acres, which
representative men, as follows: Royal A. Per- 1s situated as follows: 40 acres in the southkins; F. E. Wettstein, W. D. \i\Tagoner; Robert east quarter of section 29, 40 acres in the south\i\T agner; W. T. McQuilkin; A. E. Kline; H. west quarter of section 28, and 40 acres in the
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DALLIS M. WICK, M. D.
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northwest quarter of section 23. Mr. Benedict was born in Kenosha County, Wisconsin,
July 3, 1859, and is a son of Theodore and
Charity (Ham) Benedict.
Theodore Benedict was born in Connecticut, and his wife in England. In 1882 they
came to Black Hawk County, Iowa, and settled ·
in Cedar township, where Mr. Benedict farmed
until 1903, when he sold his 240 acres, retired
from active work, and now lives at ease in ,
\,Vaterloo. He and wife reared three children, 1
-J. D., Cyrus and Elial F. Mr. Benedict is
a Democrat, in politics; fraternally, he is a
Mason.
Elial F. Benedict has always followed an
agricultural life, since his school clays in \,Vis-consin. He has been the owner of his present
farm, which he purchased from the Brown
heirs, of Waterloo, since 1900. He is a man
of very practical ideas, and successfully carries
on all branches of farming, including the raising of cattle and hogs, and extensive dairying.
He manufactures a fine grade of butter, which
-commands the highest price in the market. All
that energy and industry, combined with excellent judgment, can accomplish, has been clone
by Mr. Benedict, with gratifying results, and
he now owns one of the best farms in the township.
In 1881 the subject of this sketch married
Elizabeth Rowbottom, who was born at Union
Grove, Racine County, \i\Tisconsin, and they
have two chilclren,-George and Clarence, both
capable assistants to their father.
Mr. Benedict was brought up a Democrat,
but he is inclined to use his own judgment,

politically, and frequently votes for the candidates whom he deems best fitted for the office.
In religious views he is liberal, but is a strict
supporter of all moral movements, and is interested in the progress and development of his
section. His sterling character has gained him
the respect and esteem of all who know him.

m

ALLIS M. WICK, M. D. Among
the eminent professional men whom
Cedar Falls, Iowa, has been called
upon to mourn m the current year,
was the late Dr. Dallis M. \,Vick, whose death
occurred at his home in this city, March 1,
1904. Possessed of all the qualities which go
to make a useful life, Dr. Wick added the
graces of culture and' professional attainment
which brought to him personal affection and
public esteem.
Dr. Wick was born November 12, 1848,
in \,Vhitesicle County, Illinois, and was a son
of Azariah and Amanda (Hugh es) \,Vicks.
He attended the district schools through boyhood, subsequently spending three years at
Mount Morris Seminary, Illinois, and two
years at Cornell College, Mount Vernon,
Iowa, After one year in medical study at
the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor,
and two years at the Chicago Medical College,
he was graduated at the latter institution in
1874. Until the spring of 1875 he spent his
time in city and hospital practice in Chicago,
and then located at New Hartford, Butler
County, Iowa, where he built up a large prac-
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tice. Considering the field wider and local
opportunities better., he settled at Cedar Falls
in 1891, and soon entered upon a useful career
and lucrative practice. He had one of the
finest equipped offices in the State of Iowa.
Dr. Wick was an enthusiastic student of
medical science and it was while perfecting
his medical knowledge in the great scientific
schools of Vienna, where he graduated July
25, 1903, that he contracted a cold which
hastened his return to Cedar Falls, and ultimately caused his death. What was at first
judged to be rheumatism was later diagnosed
as Bright's disease, which pursued its fatal
course for months, during which family and
friends saw the beloved life gradually ebbing
away.
On October 14, 1875, Dr. Wick was united'
in marriage with Ella Thayer, a daughter of
Henr;y Thayer, a . farmer of Michigan, and
his wife, Catherine Winslow. Mrs. Wrick still
survives, with two sons,-Merton, of Waterloo, Iowa, and Ruell.
Dr. vVick's professional affiliations were
with the Butler County Medical Society, the
Iowa State Medical Society, the Black Hawk
County Medical Society and American Medical
Association.
The funeral obsequies of the late Dr. Wick
were of a very impressive character, the attendance was large and the floral offerings were
choice and touching. Prior to the regular
services of the Methodist ritual, the Knights
of Pythias, of which he was an honored member, conducted a brief service. From the surrounding towns as well as from Cedar Falls,

brother physicians were in atendance, showing
their respect in every possible way. The pallbearers, personal friends, were leading citizens of Cedar Falls. These were :-W. A.
Dugane, Jacob Pfeiffer, D. S. Wright, A. C.
Page, A. Grundy, and G. W. Sampson. The
local and medical press vied with each other
in appropriate comments.
The death of Dr. Wick was not only a loss
to Cedar Falls, but a blow to the medical fraternity throughout this section of the State.
His ideals were high, and he lived up to them;
his example was worthy and his influence
beneficent. A portrait of Dr. Wick accompanies this sketch.

m

ENRY H. MILLER, the owner of a
fine farm of 180 acres, situated in
sections 18 and 19, Black Hawk
township, was born on this farm
February 17, 1874, and is a son of Karl
and Sophia (Andorf) Miller, both of whom
were born in Prussia Germany.
Karl Miller came to America in 1867, landing in New York City. He went from there
to Illinois, where he remained one year and then
moved to Iowa, where he was engaged in farm
work for four years. Mr. Miller then purchased a farm of So acres in section 19, Black
Hawk township, which he cultivated with much
success, and in 1901 owned 180 acres, the additional 100 acres being situated in section 18.
Mr. Miller subsequently sold his farm to his
son, Henry H., with ·whom he now resides.
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Karl Miller was married, in 1872, to Sophia
Andorf, by whom he had three children who
lived to maturity, namely: Mary, who is the
wife of August Mendel and has three children,
Dalay, Elmer and an infant daughter; Henry
H.; and Emma, who married George Henning,
and has one child,-Viola. In religious belief,
Mr. Miller is a Lutheran; politically, he is a
member of the Democratic party, and at present, serves as a school director.
Henry H. Miller attended the common
schools of Black Hawk County, and afterward
made farming his life work. Since he came
into possession of his present farm he has been
very successful. Its chief products are corn,
oats, hay and potatoes. Mr. Miller's property
is well located, being within three-quarters of
a mile of a schoolhouse, within half a mile of
the church, and five and a half miles from Hudson. Politically, Mr. Miller is independent of
party.
In 1901, the subject of this sketch was married to Anna Behrens, of Grundy County,
Iowa, and they are the parents of two children,
Alvena L. and Earle. Mr. Miller and his
family are members of the Lutheran Church.

m

EUBEN FORD, a representative
farmer of Washington township,
Black Hawk County, and the owner
of a large and well cultivated farm
of 565 acres, was born in Wyandot County,
Ohio, in February, 1852, and is a son of David
and Catherine (Van Gundy) Ford.
David Ford was born near Chillicothe,

Ohio, April 7, 1807, and died in Iowa in 1895.
He was a son of David and Sarah (McCabe)
Ford, both of whom were natives of New
Jersey, and died in Wyandot County, Ohio.
The family located in Wyandot County in
1827, when Reuben Ford's father settled on a
farm of 80 acres of heavily timbered land.
On this he built a log house, 16 by 25 feet
in dimensions, in which he resided with his.
family until he removed to Washington township, Black Hawk County, Iowa, in 1854.
Here he purchased 400 acres of land, a part of
which was timbered; about 30 acres were
broken, and a small log cabin remained from
the former settler. Thus he was one of the
pioneer settlers. Among the early agriculturists he became prominent, his advice and assistance being sought in the framing of the
township statutes, and in adjusting the affairs
of hi s locality.
On July 24, 1833, David Ford was married to Catherine Van Gundy, who was born
in Ross County, Ohio, June 25, 1812, and died
in Iowa, February II, 1879. They had a fam-·
ily of IO children, viz: Matilda, who married
Jacob Leper and has five children,-Clemens,
Edward, Jane, Kate and Charles; Sarah A.,.
who married James P. Coy, of Ohio, and has
two children; Mary, who married \\Tarren
Sherman, of Oregon, and has four children,Hannah, David, Frank and Ni rum; Ellen, who
married William Deeming and has five children,-N ancy, Josiah, William, Kate and
Louisa; Curlis, who married Julia M. Streeter,.
of Cedar Falls, and has two children,-James
and Gaylord; Nirum, deceased, a well known
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stock buyer and farmer, who at his death in
1891, at the age of 48 years, left his widow,
formerly Harriet Cochonour, and four chil,dren,-Lucy, Ida, Rosa, deceased, and Charles;
Eliza, who married Abram Sprague, of Butler
·County, Iowa, and has two children,-Clarence
and John; Lydia, who is the widow of George
·Cochonour and has three children,-N ettie
Ezra and Blanche; Nancy, who died unmarried, and Reuben.
Reuben Ford was 18 months old when his
parents came to Black Hawk County. He attended the district schools in Washington
township, and grew up a practical farmer un·der his father's supervision. With his two
brothers, Nirum and Curlis, he remained on
the home farm, all working together, until the
sons had accumulated 240 acres of their own.
This they divided, each taking So acres. In
1871, , Reuben Ford was able to add So acres
more, and has continued to purchase other desirable tracts until he now owns a very large
body of land, aggregating 565 acres. He has
very successfully operated a portion of it but
has the greater part under rental.
On January 7, 1872, Mr. Ford was united
in marriage with Helen I. Carroll, who was
born June 24, 1851, in Lake County, Ohio, and
is a daughter of John and Charlotte (Collister)
Carroll. The father died on January 26, 1876,
and the mother died July 25, 1893. Mr. and
Mrs. Carroll had nine children, namely: Helen
I.. Frank, Emma, Harmon, Mary, Kate, Myra
-and Martin (twins) and Fred.
In politics, Mr. Ford, like his father, is
-identified \Yith the Republican party. The lat-

ter cast his first presidential vote for President
Andrew Jackson, but afterward stanchly supported the Republican party. For some time
Mr. Ford was one of the township truste~s.
He belongs to the order of Mystic Toilers, of
Cedar Falls.

J.

HALL, secretary and manager of
the Waterloo Saddlery Company and
a resident of the city for the past 20
years, was born, and reared until he
reached his majority, in the northern part of
Ireland, where the name is not an unfamiliar
one today.
Mr. Hall came to the United States and
almost immediately proceeded to · Waterloo,
Iowa, where he first engaged in the dry goods
business, and also became associated \Yith various commercial enterprises.
In the year
1895, with L. G. Adams and C. 0. Balliett,
he organized the Waterloo Saddlery Company,
of which the officers are: C. 0. Balliett, president; L. _G. Adams, vice-president; J. 0.
Knox, treasurer; and S. J. Hall, secretary and
manager. The able board of directors includes
these officials and F. C. Platt, J. B. Shananise,
C. H. McWilliarns and H. M. Reid. The
company was organized for the manufacture
of all kinds of harness, and the jobbing of all
kinds of supplies in this line, and has been very
successful from the start.
Employment in
given to about 50 people, and five representatives are kept securing trade through Northern Iowa, Minnesota and the Dakotas. It has
become a large and important industry of \Va-
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terloo, and is located on Third and Sycamore
streets. Its quarters are a brick building, 40
by 125 feet in dimensions, with four stories
and basement, the collar factory occupying a
building 50 by 20 feet, in size, with two stories.
Mr. Hall resides on Ninth street in the
Fourth ward. In religious views he is liberal,
but his wife is a member of the Presbyterian
Church. In politics, he is identified with the
Republican party. Fraternally, he belongs to
all the leading organizations and is connected
with the city clubs. He is admired for his
progressive methods and his business integrity, and may be justly considered a represenative citizen of Waterloo. His commercial
capacity has been shown in the success he has
attained in pushing his products so well to the
front, in these days of active competition.

(i

HE FOWLER COMPANY, one of
the oldest, if not the first incorporated
wholesale grocery house in Iowa,
and now one of the most widely
known business corporations of the Middle
West, with trade connections reaching all over
the Union, may be said to have been founded
at Waterloo as early as the summer of 1869,
when the senior member of the firm, Cort1andt
Field Fowler, sold 12 barrels of New York
cider vinegar to the local merchants, which was
retailed at 60 cents per gallon. This was a
satisfactory transaction and was repeated and
and in l 870 a car-load of New York apples,
and the first shipment of dried fruits, was
received, which shipments are believed to have

been the first of their kind to reach vVaterloo. No provision having yet been made for
the storing of the fruit, a part of it had to be ·
placed in Mr. Fowler's cellar, from which it
was disposed of during the winter and spring, .
at satisfactory prices, two barrels selling on
July 4, 1871, at $12 to $15 per barrel. The
business was transacted under firm name or
C. F. Fowler & Company, George V. Fowler
being the company.
During the winter of 1871 the first car-load
of dried fruits was received and nearly onehalf of it was on hand at the time of the great
Chicago fire, which caused a rise in the marketsof from one to two cents a pound, which this
firm was thus able to take advantage of. By
the spring of 1872 it became evident that a
warehouse must be secured as shipments had
so increased, the principal goods handled up to ,
this date being vinegar and green and dried
fruits. This year the firm name was changed
to Fowler Brothers. The firm built its first
warehouse in this year, and in 1876 the Fowler Brothers vinegar house was constructed
on its present site on Lane street, which was .
also used in handling dried fruits. Two years .
later the business had so increased that they
found it necessary to secure more accommodations and they rented the Daniel Nauman
Company mill, removing to that location and
adding a cider mill to their other equipments.
In the fall of that year, F. J. Fowler, who
had been attending to business interests in theEast came to Waterloo and entered the firm
as one of its active members, and in March,
1879, the firm of Fowler Brothers was sue- -
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ceeded by the incorporated company with
which we are concerned. At that time the capital stock was $25,000 which has been increased
at different times since and for several years
back the capital employed has not been less
than from $250,000 to $300,000. Its officers
are: Cortlandt F. Fowler, president; Frank J.
Fowler, vice-president; George V. Fowler,
treasurer; and C. A. Pugsley, secretary. T~is
was probably the first incorporated mercantile
company in Iowa.
With increased capital a.nd facilities and
with enc;uraging patronage, the company
started out in the fall of 1879 with the handling
of a very large green apple business in Southern Illinois fruit. Although the unusual heat
of October of that year caused a loss of thousands of dollars, yet a reasonable profit was
made. During the summer of 1880 the firm
began the handling of oranges and lemons as
well as other commodities and thus larger
quarters were again required and removal was
made to the Union Block.
In the spring of 1884 the company purchased the corner on East Fourth and Lafayette streets, and built there a structure which
for many years ,yas the finest building in the
city. At the time it seemed as if the building
was larger than the business required and a
portion of the second floor was set off for offices, but by 1894 the company was again
cramped for quarters, which resulted in the
building of their structure on Lafayette street.
Nine years later an addition was made to this
ancl their floor space approximates 55,000

square feet,

with an

investment of about

$300,000.

It is interesting to thus note the gradual
growth of a large enterprise and it is easy to
feel enthusiasm for the master minds who have
had not only the ability to plan, but also to
execute so great an undertaking. To the president . of this business house, Courtlandt
Field Fowler, must be attributed much of its
success. Into it he put youthful energy and
persevering activity ,vhich, combined with rare
administrative skill and thorough konwledge,
made a firm basis on which to build. The mutual confidence and esteem which has always
existed among the partners, has had its influence, and all are men of the highest business
integrity as well as commercial perception.
The success of the Fowler Company has without a doubt made it possible for Waterloo to
succeed as a jobbing and manufacturing center,
and in none of her industrial children does she
take a more honest pride.

DD

RS. CERELDA LANSING, who
resides upon one of the fine farms
of Waterloo township, Black Hawk
County, which consists of 141 ¼
acres in sections 21 and 28, was born in Hamilton County, Ohio, and is a daughter of John
and Martha Ludlam.
In 1864, at Minneapolis, Minnesota, the
subject of this sketch was united in marriage
with E. D. Lansing, and they have seven chi!-
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<lren, namely: Cornelia, Carlos, Grace, Harry,
Adelaide, Lydia and John.
Mr. and Mrs. Lansing and their family
-came back to Black Hawk County in 1875, and
,e ngaged in farming on rented land. In 1884,
Mrs. Lansing purchased the present property,
which formerly belonged to her father, and
here a fine home has been made. Mrs. Lan.sing is a very capable lady, and has very pracHer son
tical ideas concerning farming.
Harry, who operates the farm on shares, con.d ucts extensive farming and dairying. They
milk about 50 cows, operate a large milk route,
and the good quality and cleanliness of their
product secures a large patronage. The sell
mainly in Waterloo. Mrs. Lansing is well
known and much respected; she has a fine family and many friends.

DD

ILO J. MASTAIN, an enterprising
and successful farmer engaged in
tilling the soil in Black Hawk
County, Iowa, resides on his well
improved farm of 160 acres, situated in the
southwestern quarter of section 14, Lincoln
township. He was born in \,Vinnebago County, Illinois, September 3, 1867, and is a son
of Na than J. and Mary J. (Gilmore) Mastain,
and a grandson of Joseph Mastain, who was
-of Scotch descent.
Na than J. Mastain and his wife were born
in Orange County, Vermont. The birth of
the former occurred January 16, 1832. Mr.
Mastain came to Illinois in 1856, and located
·upon land in Winnebago County, where he

lived until 1877, when he sold that property.
Mr. and Mrs. Mastain were blessed with seven
children, namely: George L.; Arthur H.;
Lewis D., deceased; Milo J.; Clara A., wife
of S. E. Stevens; John M.; and Jesse D. Politically, Mr. Mastain is independent, and in
religious belief he is liberal.
Milo J. Mastain was IO years of age when
his parents came to Iowa, and he obtained the
greater part of his mental training in Black
Hawk County. Since completing his schooling, he has always worked at farming. Mr.
Mastain's present farm was a part of his brother's estate until 1890; our subject has, however, built nearly all of the improvements. He
is a breeder of registered Shorthorn cattle, and
has met with much success in all his unclertakmgs. He owns at present about 30 head of
Shorthorn cattle and, besides, has a herd of
fine hogs. Politically, Mr. Mastain i~ a Republican, and fraternally, he is a member of the
Modern Woodmen of America. He has held
the office of tO\rnship clerk.
In 1893, the subject of this sketch was
married to Georgiana Anna Ingols, a daughter of George Ingols, and four children have
been born to them, namely: M. Verne; Glenn
E.; Lynne F., deceased; and Cleo L.

II

OSEPH McMANUS, a prominent and
prosperous farmer of Eagle township,
Black Hawk County, who owns the
west half of section 29, was born on
his present farm on April 25, 1862, and is a
son of Owen and Mary ( Gileshan) McManus.
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Owen McManus was born in County Cavan
and his wife in County Longford, Ireland,
The father passed the first few years, after
coming to the Dinted States, in New Yark
City and Albany, New York, working at the
plastering trade. Later, he worked on the old
Black Hawk Court House in Waterloo, and on
many other buildings in the city and vicinity.
He was an expert worker in cornice plastering, using plaster of paris and was justly regarded an artist in that line of work. After
coming to Iowa, he settled on what is now
the north portion of Joseph McManus' farm,
where he lived the remainder of his life. Here
he reared five children as follows : Francis, of
Clarion, Iowa; M. P., of Marshalltown; Joseph; Elizabeth, wife of John Finnegan, of
Cerro Gordo County; and Theresa, who is at
home. Mr. McManus and his family belonged
to the Catholic Church. In politics, he was a
Democrat, and was frequently elected to township offices in the early days. He was one of
the enterprising and reliable men of the community. Mr. McManus was well educated and
well read and was noted for his mathematical
ability. His death took place July 2, 1883, at
the age of 76 years. His widow survived until August 13, 1889, when she passed away,
aged 68 years.
Joseph McManus was _reared in Eagle
township, and attended the district schools.
He has devoted his whole life to farming, and
has met with much success. He now owns
320 acres of valuable land, including the old
McManus homestead. This he devotes to general farming and stock raising, corn, oats and

hay being his leading products. He makes a
specialty of the raising of very fine horses,
cattle and stock. His Percheron draft horses
are reputed the finest in the county, and he receives $250 for three-year-olds. He has other
business interests, being connected with the
Voorhies Farmers' Cooperative TelephoneCompany, and is a stockholder in the Farmers'
Mutual Insurance Company of Black Hawk
County. In politics, he chooses to vote independently. He is one of the most highly esteemed citizens of Eagle township, being, like
his father, a man of integrity, intelligence and
public spirit.

II

ENS CHRIS NIELSON. Among the·
progressive farmers of Black Hawk
County, Iowa, is the gentleman named
above, who resides on his beautiful
farm of 240 acres in Cedar Falls township.
He was born in Denmark in 1853, and is a
son of Niels and Len~ (Christianson) Jenson.
Niels Jenson came to America shortly after·
the arrival of his son, Jens, and applied himself
to farming in Iowa. He remained here but
a short time when he returned to his native·
country. Later Mr. Jenson again set out forAmerica, and upon his arrival in New York
City was taken sick and removed to a hospital,
where he died at the age of 56 years. His wife·
died in Denmark in 1869, at the age of 30
years. They were the parents of four children, three of whom are now living, Jen ·
Chris; a brother, living in Minnesota, and a
sister, living in Colorado.

THOMAS DOBSON
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Jens Chris Nielson came to America in
1884, at the age of 21 years, and settled in
Cedar Falls, Iowa, where he worked as a farm
hand until 1886. Mr. Nielson saved his earnings and in 1886 purchased his present property; he first bought 160 acres, and later added
80 more. Mr. Nielson has carried on general
farming with the best results, and has equipped
his farm with all modern improvements. Before coming to America, Mr. Nielson followed
the sea for five years, but thinking that America afforded better chances, he set out for this
country at an early age. Politically Mr. Nielson is a Democrat.
In 1887, the subject of this sketch was
married to Charlotte Rolff, who was born in
Denmark. They were the parents of nine children, namely: Edward, James, Leonard, Annie, Soren, Laura, Walter, Dora and Frederick, all of whom were born on the homestead
now occupied by Mr. Nielson. Mrs. Nielson
died in March, 1903, at the age of 39 years.

(i

HO MAS DOBSON, whose portrait
accompanies this sketch, has been a
successful farmer in Black Hawk
County, Iowa, for, many years, and
is one of its experienced raisers of fine cattle
and stock. He owns a fine farm of 300 acres
situated' in sections 4 and 9, East Waterloo
township. He was born 111 Clinton County,
New York, June 28, 1835, and is a son of
John B. and Ann (Webster) Dobson.
John B. Dobson was born January IO,
1810, in County Armagh, Ireland, and came
1
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with his wife to America in 1834. They made
the voyage on a sailing vessel, which made the
good record for that time, of seven weeks on
the water. Mr,. Dobson remained four months
at Montreal, Canada, and then moved to Cin•
ton County, New York, where he lived until
1839, following his trade of weaver. His desire, however, was to get to the West and
secure some of the virgin lands in the fertile
regions, where he could rear his children to
agricultural pursuits. Gradually he made his
way westward, going from New York State
to Fairfield County, Ohio, where he worked
at his trade in the winter and farmed in the
summer until 1851, when he proceeded to
Montgomery County, Indiana.
After three
years in the Hoosier State, he again traveled
to the West and in the spring of 1854, reached
Black Hawk County, Iowa. The household
goods were transported in two wagons from
Warren, Illinois, to East Waterloo township.
Here he bought the east half of the northeast
quarter of section 9. This was then little
but a wilderness, no roads having been yet
surveyed'. He quickly put up a log cabin, the
family cherfully accepted the pioneer conditions, his childr;en assisted to the best of their
ability and Mr. Dobson prospered accocrdingly. The log cabin served for several years
as a home, but then gave way to a better structure. He finally acquired a whole half section of
land and carried on general farming. Four
children were born to our subject's parents
namely: Thomas; Elizabeth, wife of Edward Streeter, of Cedar Falls; William, of
Waterloo; and Jane, who died at the age of
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18 months. The mother of this family died
April 1, 1843, and Mr. Dobson married for his
second wife, Emily Good, who was born in
Nashville, Tennessee, and died in October,
1900. The following named children were
born to the second union: Amos, deceased;
Alice, wife of \Villiam Thompson, of Polk
County, Missouri; Wesley, of Charlton, Iowa;
Abraham, deceased; Frank, a shoemaker of
Gibson City, Illin01is; and Eunice, who died
young. Mr. and Mrs. Dobson were Methodists.
Thomas Dobson attended school in Ohio,
and remained at home until he reached the age
of 28 years. After his marriage, he secured
80 acres of land in section 4, East Waterloo
township, which he rented for four years, and
then bought the home farm, where he built
a handsome, comJortable residence. For the
past eight years he has rented the property,
but formerly farmed extensively, and raised
high grade horses, cattle and' hogs. His success was that which is attendant upon carefully directed effort, assisted by good judgment, industry and practical ideas.
In November, 1863, Mr. Dobson married
Lucinda C. Streeter, who was born in Will
County, Illinois, and was a daughter of Hon.
Zimri and Lucinda (Dean) Streeter, the former of whom ·was born February 7, 1801, in
Granville, Washington County, New York,
and the latter September 24, 1801, in Lancaster, New York. They came, in 1852, to
Black Hawk County. Mrs. Dobson passed
away March 4, 1902, leaving one daughter,Jessie C.

Like his father, Mr. Dobson has always
been in sympathy with the Republican party.
While not takiing any active interest in politics, he has always been ready to further public spirited movements, and feels proud of the
development and growth of East Waterloo
township, rememberin g when he assisted in
the building of its first house. He is one of
its most respected citizens.

11

OHN F. GLEASON . Among the representative and substantial men of
Black Hawk County, the above
named gentleman is a leading figure.
He lives on his well improved farm of 180
acres ·in section 28, Lincoln township. Mr.
Gleason was born in Lincoln County, Missouri,
December 12, 1858, and is a son of Martin
and Sarah (Maloney) Gleason, both natives
of Ireland.
Martin Gleason, upon coming to America
in 1840, settled first in Illinois, but later went
to Missouri, where he purchased a farm which
he cultivated until 1866. He then sold his
farm and removed to Clinton County, Iowa,
where he remained until 1875, when he settled
in Black Hawk County. He purchased land
which is still owned by his sons, and is regarded as some of the best land in the county.
Mr. Gleason died in 1888, when about 66 years
old. The death of his wife followed in 1899,
she having reached the age of 75 years. Three
children who reached maturity, were born to·
this couple, namely: Michael T., Patrick M.
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acres, south of Dubuque County. He married
Mary Saddler, of his native place, who died in
Dubuque County, February 13, 1899, at the
age of 78 years. They were consistent members of the Catholic Church. Their children
were: Anthony, of Dubuque County; Nicholas; Peter, of Cedar township; John, also
of Cedar township; and Mrs. Barbara Phillips, of Fox township.
Nicholas Kemp landed in the city of New
York, in October, 1867. He remained with
his parents in Dubuque County, Iowa, for IO
years, and then came to Black Hawk County,
and 11 years ago, took up his residence on his
present fine farm. This he has improved with
a handsome residence, large barns, fencing,
groves and orchards; in fact, he has done everything to make it one of the model farms of
the township. He has improved other property, having previously made a fine home in
traveler
Fox township, which he sold advantageously.
No
KEMP.
ICHOLAS
through Cedar township, Black He makes dairying a feature of his farming,
Hawk County, could fail to notice and has a creamery and a large ice house.
On February 6, 1878, Mr. Kemp was marthtt many fine farms and comfortable
homes of this portion of one of the most pros- ried to Lena Gassmann, who was born in Duperous States of the Union. One of these be- buque County, Iowa, and died January 1, 1884,
longs to Nicholas Kemp, who secured it aged 2 5 years. She was the mother of four
through his own industry. Mr. Kemp owns children, viz: Frank, who died aged six years;
215 well improved acres in section 20 of this John, of Cedar township; Nicholas, of Fox
township. He was born in the Grand Duchy township; and Joseph, who is at home.
Mr. Kemp was married a second time on
of Luxemburg, July 28, 1848, and is a son of
August 28, 1886. His second wife, Anna
Peter and Mary (Saddler) Kemp.
1818,
12,
Frost, was born in 1859, in Michigan, and is
October
born
was
Peter Kemp
in Luxemburg, cames to the Uinted States in a daughter of Nicholas Frost. They have
1867, and died in Iowa, February 13, 1903. seven children, as follows: Peter, Henry, WillAt that time he owned a good farm of 160 iam, Katie, Leo, Albert and Hubbert. Mr.

and John F. Mr. Gleason was a Democrat in
politics, and the family are members of the
Catholic Church.
John F. Gleason · attended school in Iowa,
and since then has always followed farming.
After his father's death he •purchased his present farm, which is a part of his father's property. In 1901, Mr. Gleason bought 120 acres
from his brother. Mr. Gleason carries on gen,eral farming and raises cattle and hogs.
In 1891 the subject of this sketch was married to Mary Cahill, a daughter of Thomas
Cahill. They have five children living, namely:
Mabel S., Lillian T., Francis, Agnes and Josephine. Mr. Gleason and his family are members of the Catholic Church. In politics he is
a Democrat, and has served as road commiss10ner.

m
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Kemp and his family belong to the Catholic
Church.
Politically Mr. Kemp is identified with the
Democratic party. He has frequently been
elected to school offices, and served two years
as township trustee, to the entire satisfaction
of all concerned. He has made his own way in
the world, and has had his share of misfortune
and trouble. In one year he was called upon
to part with his wife, a child and a large
amount of property. Although cast clown, he
was not discouraged, for he soon accumulated
more property, and later formed new ties, and
is now one of the most prosperous farmers in
his locality. He is thoroughly respected, and
his children are growing up around him with
every promise of becoming useful and honorable members of society.

(jj)

RS. SUSAN WEBER, widow of
the late John Weber, owns one of
the finest farms in Black Hawk
County, Iowa,-a beautiful tract of
340 acres, situated in Fox and Poyner townships. Mrs. Weber was born August ro, 1842,
in the Grand Duchy of Luxemburg, and is a
daughter of Henry and Katherine (Miller)
Wines.
Mrs. Weber's parents were also natives of
Luxemburg and when she was about five years
of age her mother died there, leaving four
daughters. She accompanied her father to
America in 1850, and was a resident of Joliet,
Illinois, at the time of her marriage. The

father died in Minnesota, in June, 1898, aged
86 years. His trade was that of wagon-making.
The late John Weber, who is remembered
as one of the honest, upright citizens and excellent farmers of the southwestern section of
Black Hawk County, and as an honored veteran
of the Civil War, was born in Germany in
1838, and died at his home in Fox township,.
Black Hawk County, Iowa, March 27, 1888,
aged 50 years. He came to the United States.
when a youth of 18 years. When the Civil War
broke out, he volunteered in defense of his
adopted countrty, enlisting in an infantry regiment at Lockport, Illinois. Mr. Weber was
wounded in the first battle and latter was injured by the limb of a tree falling on him .
Before his wound was healed, he caught cold
in it by wading through a river. This necessitated his removal to a hospital, where he was.
kept three months and was then discharged.
Mr. Weber's whole term of service was uncle:·
the command of General Rosecrans, and covered a period of nine months. He later becamea very successful farmer, and at the time of
death left his family well provided for. Mrs.
Weber owns the home farm, and with the help
of her sons, carries on extensive agricultural
operations.
The late Mr. Weber was a very well informed man, "a.nd he f.elt an interest in the
progress and development of his section. He
was much devoted to his home, and took pleasure and pride in his large and estimable family.
His nine children all survive and all reflect
credit upon their parents and their careful home
training. They are as follows : Mary, of Water-
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loo; Theodore, of Poyner township; Mrs. Lena
Miller, of \Vaterloo; Margaret, of \i\Taterloo;
Henry, who is on the old homestead in Fox
township; Nicholas, a dentist practicing in
Chicago; Frank, of Poyner township; Susan,
a high school graduate, who is a teacher in
Waterloo; and Josephine, also a teacher and
_graduate of the \i\Taterloo High School. Mrs.
\i\T eber now resides in Gilbertsville, where the
family have probably the most attractive and
•comfortable home in the village.
The late Mr. Weber was a most worthy
member of the Catholic Church. Politically,
be was a Democrat, but he was never willing to
accept office. He had many personal attributes
which made him beloved by his family, esteemed as a neighbor and valued as a citizen.

m

IELS HOFFMAN, a prominent and
successful farmer of Cedar Falls
tO\rnship, Black Hawk County, cultivates a fine, well improved farm of
200 acres, which he has been operating since
1900. Mr. Hoffman was born in Denmark in
1863, and is a son of Hans Peter and Mattie
(Christiana) Hoffman, both natives of Denmark.
Hans Peter Hoffman came to America, but
remained here only one year, when he returned
to his native country, and has been farming
ever since. His wife died at the age of 52
years. Four children were born to them, Niels
:being the only one living.
Niels Hoffman came to America in 1879,

at the age of 16 years, and settled in Cedar Falls
township, Black Ha·wk County, Iowa. Upon
locating in the township, he engaged as a farm
hand by the month, and continued this work
there for IO years. He then removed to Clay
County, Iowa, where he remained for about
eight years. Then he returned to Cedar Falls,
and in 1900 rented 200 acres of the Hans Boyson farm, where he has been successfully engaged up to the present time. Mr. Hoffman is
looked upon by his neighbors as an honest and '
upright man, and one deserving of praise for
his work in the upbuilding of this county. Mr.
Hoffman's farm is well located and set out in
a skillful manner, having about half under cultitivation, while the other half is used as grass
land. Politically, Mr. Hoffman is a member
of the Republican party.
In 1890, Mr. Hoffman was married to
Stena Sendergard, who was born in that part
of Denmark where he lived. Mrs. Hoffman
came to America alone, at the age of 17 years.
Mr. and Mrs. Hoffman have no children, but
have an adopted daughter, Mattie Hoffman.

ORTLANDT FIELD FOWLER,
president of The Fowler Company
of Waterloo, Iowa, and its alert, directing. spirit, has been a resident oi
this city since 1869, but was born at East Henrietta, Monroe County, New York, on June 9,
1845, a son of Vincent and Rebecca Fowler.
From a weakling babe, Mr. Fowler developed
into a sturdy lad who was able to hold his own
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at work, study or play. His schooling ,vas
received first at Hinkleyville and other points
where the family lived for a time, and later
at Parma, in the vicinity of which his father
sold his milling business and bought a farm,
in 1857, and here he received academic training during the winters, his summers being
spent at farm work. While still a youth of 16
he became interested in business outside the
practical working of the land, his father permitting him to ship some fruit to Boston, and
later down the Hudson River. His success
may have had its influence in the later shaping
of his business career. In 1868, when 23 years
of age, he came to the attractive little town of
Waterloo and, as he was about to marry, purchased property here and an interest in the
nursery business of A. T. Lane, under the
firm name of Lane & Fowler. He remained
at Waterloo until August and then returned
to Parma, New York, where, in April, 1869,
he was married 1:o Delphine M. Amadon, and
with his bride, returned to Waterloo.
In this same year Mr. Fowler laid the
foundation of what has become one of the
largest and most substantial business enterprises of this section-The Fowler Companyof which he is now president. From the selling
of a few barrels of vinegar from his old home,
which he could confidently recommend, because
he knew all about it, has arisen a business of
large magnitude with buildings and investments which represent fully $300,000. The
spring of 1870 brought Mr. Fowler much encouragement in his business, but domestic affliction which visited him in the death of his

infant son, Martin Vincent, at the age of six
months, brought about a mental depression,
which was brought to a climax by the death of
his wife on April 15, 1872. His brother,
George V. Fowler, came and took charge of
his business interests and our subject returned
to his old home until the following fall,. when
he again assumed his business responsibilities
and has continued at the head of this great
wholesale house ever since.
On February 26, 1880, Mr. Fowler was
married to Julia Clark, who was the daughter,
of a prominent farmer of Brockport, New
York. After 19 years of mutual happiness,
Mrs. Fowler died, from the results of an operation, at St. Luke's Hospital, in Chicago,
March 13, 1899. In August, 1903, Mr. Fowler
was married to Mrs. Laura P. Couch, of 'vVaterloo.
Besides his interest in The Fowler Company, Mr. Fowler is a large real estate owner
and is identified with many other successful
enterprises. He is very public spirited and
can always be counted on to promote healthy
movements which promise real benefit, but he
has never consented to accept any public office
with the exception of that of park commissioner. Among his leading characteristics may
be noted his love of domestic life and the social
environment created by many friends. Possessing a genial, pleasant personality, he is konwn
to his intimate friends as "Court," and they
know full well that while his courtesy and
friendliness adorn the character of a thorough
business man, they also add attractiveness to
one whose charity is generous and his bene-
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factions bestowed where they are most needed.
He is one of the most popular as well as one
of the most valued citizens of vVaterloo.

ILLIAM BEATY, a prominent and
representative citizen of Black
Hawk County, is an extensive
sorghum grower and a successful
farmer and miller. He was born in Pike township, Clearfield County, Pennsylvania, August
30, 1832, and is a son of George and Mary
(Way) Beaty.
George Beaty was born in 1808 and still
survives, aged 96 years. He married Mary
Way, who died in 1869, on her 53rd birthday.
She was a daughter of Joshua Way, who was
born in Philadelphia, and served for seven
years, during the Revolutionary War, as a
common sailor on a man-of-war, under Captain Winslow. The children of this marriage
were as follows: William; Elizabeth, who married John Nace, and had three children,George P., Mary and Margaret; and Mary
Jane, who married J. C. Harner, and had five
sons, George, John, James, William and Abraham R.
George Beaty followed during his active
period the trade of an ironmaster in Pennsylvania and was also a large dealer in lumber.
The subject of this sketch frequently assisted
in sending great rafts of logs down the Susquehanna River, and helped to clear about 400
acres of timber land, his father buying at one
time 440 acres, but 43 acres of which was
cleared.

William Beaty was about 22 years old when
the family removed to Dane County, Wisconsin,
and shortly after his marriage his father bought
for him a farm of 164 acres in Black Earth
township. This property he occupied from
1862 until 1879, when he sold it and bought
50 acres,-with the water power and the gristmills,-at the village of Finchford, Union township, Black Hawk County, Iowa. Mr. Beaty
began raising sorghum cane extensively. He
planted about 40 acres, and erected a steam
sorghum mill. He does a large business in
sorghum, his mill producing every season from
15,000 to 20,000 gallons of the refined syrup.
This finds ready sale, on account of its superior
quality and healthful properties. In many
sections it is taking the place of the syrups produced from sugar cane. Mr. Beaty has been
interested in other enterprises, some of these
being of the greatest benefit to the neighuoring
farmers. A cheese factory built by him was
later purchased by the farmers of the locality,
who have built a creamery in connection with
it. It is run on the co-operative plan, and is
as well equipped as any in the county. Mr.
Beaty's public spirit is appreciated by his neighbors and he is held by them in the highest
esteem.
In 1862, Mr. Beaty was married, in Vermont township, Dane County, Wisconsin, to
Cordelia Smith who was born in Rock County,
Wisconsin. They have had a fimly of five
sons and one daughter, of whom three sons
survive, namely: David G., a miller by trade,
and interested in a large mill in Madison, Lake
County, South Dakota, who married Mary Yo-
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cum, and has two children,-John and George;
Frederick G., a farmer of Union township, who
married Lillie Sharp, and has one daughter,Viola; William S., a farmer of Union township, who married Ellen Williams and has one
son,-Roscoe. William S. is also the leader
of the Finchford Band, an organization of 20
instruments, which contributes to the pleasure of the public by holding two concerts a
week during the summer months.
Mr. and Mrs. Beaty are prominently identified wih he Chrisian Church, and Mrs. Beaty
belongs to the Aid Society of the church, which
is an admirable organization, founded upon the
principles of true Christian charity. Its officers are: Mrs. Nellie Moon, president; Mrs.
Lillie Beaty, vice-president; and Mrs. C. A.
George, secretary. These ladies have seen
many results from their philanthropic work,
and have the support of the whole community.
In politics, Mr. Beaty is identfied with the
Republican party, and during his residence in
\i\Tisconsin was assessor of Black Earth township, Dane County, for a number of years. He
is a man who keeps fully abreast of the times,
and is so influential in his neighborhood that
few enterprises are begun without consulting
his judgment. Personaliy, genial and friendly,
he and his excellent wife have hosts of friends.

m

EV. MARK COONEY, pastor of St.
Joseph's Catholic Church of Waterloo, Iowa, was born in 1858, in County Longford, Ireland, and received
his preparatory education for the priesthood

at St. Mary's Seminary, at Dromod, in that
county. His education was completed at Carlow College, County Carlow, which is one of
the oldest educational institutions in Ireland,
founded one year before the National Seminary of Maynooth.
Father Cooney was ordained to the priesthood under Bishop Lynch, who was coadjutor
of Kildare and Leighlin. The young priest
was then sent to Dubuque, Iowa, and was assigned to the pastorate of St. Joseph's Catholic
Church at Farley, Dubuque County, for one
year. Tl}e succeeding IO years he spent as
a member of the faculty of St. Joseph's College and successively filled the chairs of profesFather
sor, vice-president and president.
Cooney then had charge of the church at Nevada, Story County, Iowa, for one year, his
pastoral duties including ministration at Cole
and Ames. From Nevada, Father Cooney came
to St. Joseph's Catholic Church, Waterloo, in
November, 1895, and it gives us pleasure to
record, in the history of this parish, hereto
attached, some of the remarkable successes
which have marked his pastorate.
In April, 1902, he was elevated to the deanery and now has supervision of all the affairs
pertaining to the Catholic parishes of Butler,
Bremer, Grundy and Black Hawk Counties.
He holds membership with the Catholic Order
of Foresters and the Knights of Columbus.
Aside from being one of the most scholarly members of the Catholic clergy, Father
Cooney enjoys a reputation for great ability
outside his own religious body. He has always taken an intelligent interest in the gen-
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eral welfare of Waterloo, has proven himself
a friend of education, culture and temperance,
and has exerted an influence of wide extent.
St. Joseph's Catholic Church includes in its
membership many of the leading citizens of
Black Hawk County. Its history is interesting, its mission has been blessed, and its influence has been most beneficent.
On October 16, 1861, John H. Leavitt and
James L. Cooley, administrators for he estate
of the late Benjamin E. Cooley, sold to Bartholomew Kelly, Nicholas G. Flood and John
Fogarty, lo_ts 1 and 4, block 31, on the east
side of Cedar River, in Waterloo, said prop•e rty to be held in trust by the purchasers for
the Catholic congregation of \i\T aterloo.
In
1863 a frame church building, 20 by 40 feet
rin dimensions, was erected on the property
acquired in r86r, as the congregation did not
feel strong enough to do more at that time, or
to support a regular pastor. Then came Father
Shields, to minister to them. He was one of
Iowa's pioneer Catholic priests, who then resided at Waverly, and his faithful service was
not without rich return. He was succeeded,
in 1866, by Rev. Maurice F lavin, as pastor at
Waterloo and \i\Taverly. His pastorate was of
brief duration, as he was not robust enough
for such hard work.
The church found a good and faithful pastor next in Father Murphy, but, after a brief
pastorate, he met death in a railroad accident
at Vincennes, Indiana. It was during his pastorate that the church was enlarged to double
its former seating capacity. As his suecessor, m 1869, came Father Scallon,

who was Waterloo's first resident priest.
He was a zealous worker, and two years
after his arrival, steps were taken to
erect a parochial school for the many young
people of the parish, where they could be instructed both secularly and religiously. It was
under Father Scallon that Our Lady of Victory
Academy was erected, and the frame of St.
Joseph's Church was commenced in 1880. In
this edifice, mass was said for the last time
on October 5, 1901, this being on the morning
before the congregation took possession of the
magnificent new church edifice, which was solemnly dedicated on October 6th.
From its capacity, equipments and substantial character, it may be expected that the_present St. Joseph's Church will meet the requirements of pious Catholic worshippers for succeeding generations. Father Scallon's memory
will long be held in reverence in \i\T aterloo, nut
only among his own people, but by those outside
of his congregation. He was a man of such
courteous bearing, stirring eloquence and Christian charity, that his passing could not but
awaken sorrow in the hearts even of those with
whom he had but a casual personal acquaintance. For several years after taking up his
abode in \i\Taterloo, he ministered to the Catholics at \i\Taverly, Hagarty settlement (now a
part of the parish of Greene), Nashua, Barclay,
Gilbertsville, Eagle Center and Blessing.
It may thus be seen that St. Joseph's Parish
at Waterloo, is now the mother of a sturdy and
numerous Catholic progeny. Her latest offspring, St. Mary's German Catholic Church,
at \i\Taterloo, although young in years has a
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promising outlook. This congregation was organized in the summer of 1894 and 1895, and
the basement of the present church was commenced and completed in the fall of 1897. The
superstructure was erected, and Father Hemesath took charge as pastor in January, 1898.
Father Scallon remained with St. Joseph's
until December, 1883, and then left to endeavor to regain his health in a milder climate;
he lived eight years longer, his death taking
place at Salt Lake City, Utah. His remains
now rest with those of his friends, the Trappist monks, in the cemetery of New Melleray Abbey, in Dubuque County, Iowa. He
was succeeded in Waterloo by Rev. Michael
Nicholls, who as temporary pastor remained
one year. Rev. G. T. Nagle assumed charge
October 1, 1884, and continued as pastor until
October, 1893, when he was succeeded by Rev.
P. J. Burke, who remained until 1895.
It was then that a new church began to
be mentioned, as the old church was found
inadequate to meet the wants of the large congreation, many of the newcomers being unab!e
to speak or understand the English language.
With the consent of Archbishop Hennessey,
plans were then made for the present St. Mary's
German Catholic Church.
One of the first matters to which Father
Cooney called the attention of his parishioners
when he first met his congregation, on N ovember IO, 1895, was the need of a larger and
more appropriate house of worship. He congratulated them that the parish was out of debt,
and ready to enter upon the new enterprise.
The meeting he called shortly afterward was

largely attended, his zeal inspired his people
with a like desire, and a resolution was adopted
in favor of building a new church. A subscription list being started, the sum of $4,000 was
promised and Father Cooney was authorized
to name his building committee. He named
C. D. Wangler, J. T. Sullivan and Nicholas
Federspiel as his associates to look after the
erection of the new building, while T. A. Gathbois, H. J. Dunwald and M. J. O'Keefe were
appointed, at the same time, a soliciting cornmittee. On March 24th, Father Cooney purchased for the congregation, from Robert Robson, lot 5, in the same block, for the sum of
$1,850, the ground already in the posses3ion
of the congregation being inadequate for the
contemplated building. At a subsequent meeting of the building committee, a motion was
put and carried, to enter into correspondence
with noted architects, and later designs were
considered from Dubuque, Marshalltown, Chicago and Waterloo, those of the firm of Murphy & Ralston being finally accepted. On May
4th the architects were instructed by the building committee to draw plans; on June 29, 1900,
the contract was awarded to C. E. Atkinson, of
Webster City, Iowa, the lowest of six competing bidders ; ground was broken for the new
church July 9, 1900, on the feast of the Prodigies of the Blessed Virgin Mary; and the corner-stone was laid on Sunday afternoon, September 9, 1900, on the feast of the Most Holy
Name of Mary, with ceremonies of the most
august character.
The church is situated at the corner of
East Third and Mulberry streets, and is con-
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structed of solid brick and stone. The blessing of the corner-stone was pronounced by Rt.
Rev. Mgr. Ryan, of Dubuque. Upon this great
occasion, an eloquent address was given by
Rev. John Carroll, D. D., of Dubuque, taking
for a text the I 1th Chapter of Ephesians, 19th
and 20th verses.
The corner-stone also has a history. Its
dimensions are two feet two inches, by one foot
five inches, by one foot nine inches. Its composition is white Georgia marble, and it was
taken from a slab being used in the State Capitol
building, of Minnesota, and was donated to
Father Cooney by his dear friend, Father Cosgrove of St. Paul. This church, a view of
which is shown in the historical portion of this
volume, is one of the finest in the State, and its
erection cost about $35,000. Its interior is
decorated with works of art, beautiful and appropriate.
Father Cooney has every reason to feel satisfied with the great work he has been permitted to accomplish. He has also built a fo:e
modern home for the Sisters of the school,
which also reflects credit upon this progressive
and liberal parish.

m

OUIS GOLINV AUX, a well-to-do and
prosperous farmer of Black Hawk
County, Iowa, resides on his beautiful farm of 370 acres in section 2 I,
Cedar township. He was born in New Orleans, Louisiana, May 8, 1855, and is a son
of August and Mary B. (Thiry) Golinvaux,
both natives of Belgium.

August Golinvaux sailed from Belgium in
1855, and landed in New Orleans, where he
remained for some time and then set out with
a horse and wagon for Iowa. After reaching
Iowa he purchased a tract of land consisting
of about 230 acres, and engaged in the pursuits
of agriculture. Mr. Golinvaux was one of the
early settlers of Iowa, and lived in a log house
for many years. Politically, he was a Democrat. He was married . to Mary B. Thiry, and
12 children were born to them, namely: Joseeph, who was killed by a train July 2, 1902;
Ameil, who is a carpenter at Waterloo; August,
of Dubuque, Iowa; Gustavus, a farmer of Cedar
township; Julius, who resides in Pocahontas,
Iowa; James, of Waterloo, Iowa; Louis;
Leona ( Mrs. Kiefer), of vVaterloo; Iowa;
Mary ( Mrs. Pierce), of Cedar township; and
three who died in infancy. Mr. Golinvaux died
August 21, 1871, having reached the age of 49
years. His death was caused by an accident
while driving a horse. Mrs. Golinvaux is still
living and resides in Waterloo, at the age of
80 years. Mr. Golinvaux was a member of
the Catholic Church.
Louis Golinvaux was but three years old
when his parents removed to Dubuque, in 1858.
In I 868, he came to the homestead farm where
he has since remained, and has met with much
success. Mr. Golinvaux's property is beautifully located, and presents a grand scene, the
farm bordering on the Cedar River. He has
spent much time in improving the property and
has erected several large and modern buildings
about the place. In politics, Mr. Golinvaux is.
a Democrat.
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On January 19, 1881, the subject of this
sketch was married to Elizabeth Gales, who was
born in Gilbertsville, Black Hawk County,
Iowa, June 4, 1858, and is a daughter of Nicholas and Ellen (Murry) Gales, the former a
native of Germany, and the latter of Ireland.
Mr. and Mrs. Golinvaux had seven children,
name! y : John ; Clara ; Angeline; Verona ; Roy,
who died at the age of two years; August; and
Della. In religious belief, Mr. Golinvaux is a
·Catholic.

r l HARLES BECKER, a successful far-

1

~

mer and self-made man of Bhck
Hawk County, where he owns a fine
farm of 166 acres in section 3, 'Nashington township, was born in Bavaria, Germany, June 21, 1848, and is a son of Adam and
Maria ( Brunon) Becker.
Adam Becker and his wife were natives of
·Germany, and passed their whole lives there.
By a strange fate, both parents died as tl1e
result of accidents, the father at the age of 36
years, and the mother at the age of 48 ye:irs.
They had six children, of whom but two still
·survive, namely: Charles; and Mary, who
married Ehrhart Stinger, of Bay City, Michigan, and is the mother of three sons. A brother
·of our subject, Nicholas E., accompanied him
to this country. He married Lucy Lambert,
-of Waterloo, Iowa, where he lived several
years, following his trade as shoemaker.
Charles Becker, with his brother, Nicholas
E., reached New York City on Good Friday,
1867, and left the great metropolis soon after

Easter. He· endeavored to secure work at
Cleveland, Ohio, but soon came Vv est as far
as Ackley, Iowa. Finding himself hampered
by inability to speak the English language, he
proceeded to Vv aterloo, where more of his nationality lived. Mr. Becker soon acquired
enough of the English tongue to enable him to
do business, and he secured a position with the
Illinois Central Railroad Company, for which
he worked as night engine-despatcher for eight
years. Then he operated a hotel at the \i\Taterloo depot for one year, and afterward worked
as a machinist for the railroad company, for
about three months. On December 11, 1882,
he bought his present farm. The original purchase was 120 acres, to which he has continued
to add until he now' owns 166 acres. At the
time of purchase, 25 acres had been cleared
but the most of the clearing had been clone by
Mr. Becker, himself. For more than 20 years
he has devoted himself to the development and
improvement of this property, and no,,· owns
one of the most valuable farms in \Vashington township.
On October 31, 1870, ·Mr. Becker \Yas married to Laura Zimmerman, of \Vaterloo, and
they have five children. namely: Tillie, who
married John Pryor, of Bay City, Michigan,
and has three children,-Charles, Walter and
Helen; Fred C., who married Rose Miller, and
has two chilclren,-Hazel and Gertrude; Lizzie, who married George Giesler, of Butler
County, Iowa; \Villiam August; and Julian
Grant Edward. The family attend the Presbyterian Church.
In politics, Mr. Becker has been identified
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for many years with the Republican party. Fraternally, a Mason and an Odd Fellow, he belongs to the Janesville lodges,-in the latter
organization to Lodge No. 585, and to Brewer
Encampment, No. 194. He has always bee;1
an industrious, temperate and frugal man, aml
has a fine property to show for his years oi
hard work. He is very highly respected, and
enjoys the friendship and good will of his whole
neighborhood.

H. STEVENS, city clerk of Waterloo,
Iowa, and a well known newspaper
man of the State, was born January
29, 1872, in Hamilton County, Iowa.
He is one of a family of five children born to
Rickard K. and Mary E. ( Murphy) Stevens,
the father being a native of Ontario, Canada,
and the mother having been born near Frankfort, Kentucky.
Mr. Stevens attended the public schools,
and entered into the newspaper business when
a boy. He thoroughly learned the printing
trade, and then became a reporter. For nine
years he was connected with the editorial department of the Mason City Times-Herald and
Globe-Gazette, and the Waterloo Coitrier. He
was for five years city editor of the last named
paper, and was eight months with the Free
Press at Mount Pleasant, in its editorial department.
Mr. Stevens located in Waterloo in 1899
and became the first incumbent of the city
clerk's office, after it was made a regular department of the municipal government. Later

he was unanimously elected to this office by the
City Council. A new set of municipal books
was opened. His systematic methods have
brought order out of chaos, and henceforth
there will be no difficulty in tracing business,
through the city clerk's office. He has not,
however, relinquished his newspaper connections, continuing as correspondent for a number of the leading papers.
In April, 1903, Mr. Stevens married Arny
Traphagan, ·who was reared in Black Hawk
County, and is a daughter of F. M. and Mary
(Jeffries) Traphagan, the former of whom
is agent for the White Sewing Machine and
Automobile Company. Mr. and Mrs. Stevens .
have a pleasant home at No. 228 Barclay street, .
Waterloo.

IJ

RANK J. FOWLER, vice-president of
The Fowler Company, wholesale grocers of Waterloo, Iowa, and a substantial citizen and prominent politician of Black Hawk County, was born May
17, 1854, in New York. He is a son of Vincent and Rebecca Fowler, both of whom, now
over So years of age, are venerated residentsof Spencerport, New Yark.
Frank J. Fowler was reared on a farm and
attended the public schools of his native county
and the State Normal School. In 1878 he made
a trip to Waterloo, where he remained but a
short time, but long enough to see the business.
possibilities of this section, and to assist in the
establishment of what is now The Fowler Company, and also to invest largely in land. Un--
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til 1878, he represented' the firm of Fowler
Brothers on the road, and then returned to
Waterloo, and has been actively identified with
the business until the present time.
The beginning of this large business was
in 1869, and in 1879 The Fowler Company,
successors to Fowler Brothers, was organized
and incorporated, being it is thought the first
wholesalehouse of its kind incorporated in Iowa.
It has had many successors and imitators, but
holds the record as a pioneer. The capital
stock of the new company was $25,000, which
was soon increased to $37,500, later to $50,000,
and in a comparatively short time to $125,000.
In some recent years the capital employed has
ranged from $250,000 to $275,000, the house
being considered one of the stanchest concerns
in the State. The officers of the company at
present are: Cortlandt F. Fowler, president;
Frank J. Fowler, vice-president; George V.
Fowler, treasurer; and C. A. Pugsley, secretary. The company's buildings are imposing
four-story-and-basement structures, with 45,200 square feet of floor space. The firm employs 35 men and nine traveling salesmen. The
Fowlers are among the heaviest owners of real
estate in Waterloo, including both vacant and
improved property, and they are interested in
three of the city's finest business blocks.
Aside from his interest in the above business, :frank J. Fowelr is a stockholder in the
Vv aterloo & Cedar Falls Gas and Electric Company. He is one of the promoters and organizers of the Waterloo Canning Company, of
which he is president; vice-president and a
director of the Rath Packing Company; vice-

president of the First National Bank; vice-president of the Cedar River Park Association; and
a director in and treasurer of the Lafayette
Building Company, which built the finest business block in Waterloo. Mr. Fowler is also
president and half owner in the Century Building Company, and jointly, with C. P. Bratnober, erected the fine block in which is situated
the Post Office, fine office suites and the Columbia Club rooms. Mr. Fowler is a director of
the Board of Trade.
On March 4, 1887, Mr. Fowelr was married to Maie E. Hillman, who was born in New
York, and is a sister of Benjamin S. Hillman,
the prominent wholesale grocer of Waterloo.
They have three children,-Marguerite, Frank
J., Jr., and Jessie.
J\1r. Fowler is one of the leading Democrats
of "'Naterfoo, and is highly valued in the councils of his party. He was a district delegate
to the great convention which was held at St.
Louis July 6, 1904, and which nominated Alton
B. Parker for the presidency. At home and
abroad, Mr. Fowler is considered one of the
representative men of Waterloo.

6

HO MAS C. TITUS, a well known and
highly respected resident, and very
successful farmer and stock raiser,
of Black Hawk County, Iowa, owns
a well cultivated farm of 120 acres in East
Waterloo township. He was born April 11,
1829, in the Province of New Brunswick, Canada, and is a son of John and Elizabeth (Marshall) Titus.
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Mr. Titus is of German extraction on the eral farming and the raising of horses, cattle
paternal side, and of Scotch, on the maternal, and hogs, on 120 acres. While he has seen
and both of his parents were born in New the usual amount of hardship, he has successBrunswick. About 1829 they removed to Ox- fully battled against it and now, in the evenford County, Ontario, Canada, where John . ing of life, has much to reward him.
Titus followed farming until the close of
Mr. Titus has been married three times, his
his life. He had formerly been a sailor. Both first wife being Mary Anne Cole, a native of
parents were consistent members of the Metho- England, who died in Lester township, leaving
dist Episcopal Church. They reared nine chil- three children, as follows: Nettie, wife of
dren, as follows: Margaret Ann, Deborah Clarence Edwards, a mail carrier living at DunJane, Roxalana and John, all deceased; Henry, kerton, Iowa; Charles P., a fisherman of WisAlbert, a farmer of Canada; Jonathan and consin; and Orley E., a farmer living near
David, both deceased; Thomas C.; and Mary Bloomfield, Oklahoma. The second wife was
Augusta Newton, who was born in HubbardsJane, deceased.
Thomas C. Titus had but limited educa- town, Massachusetts, and died in Lester towntional opportunities, the age of 15 years finding ship, leaving one son, Edward, who is engaged
him earning his own way in the world by work- in teaming at Vancouver, British Columbia.
ing at the harness-maker's trade. He after- The third wife of Mr. Titus was Caroline Newward went to the woods and worked at getting ton, a sister of his second wife, who died in
out logs and in sawmills. In 1854, with his East Waterloo township, leaving three children,
brother-in-law, Andrew McIntosh, he jour- -Fred J., a carpenter, living in Minnesota;
neyed to Black Hawk County, Iowa. He set- Ida M., widow of Eugene Brown, of Normal
tled in Lester township, where he secured a Hill, Iowa; and Elsie M., wife of Arthur
tract of 160 acres, which he cultivated for eight Campbell of Lester township.
years, and then sold advantageously. He next
Mr. Titus votes with the Democratic party,
removed to East Waterloo township, and although he cast his first ballot for Abraham
bought So acres of George Ordway. It was all Lincoln, for president. He has never sought
wild land, covered with brush and native weeds, office, but has always performed the duties of
and it required hard work and much patience a good citizen, assisting in the making of roads,
to clear it, and eliminate the early growths. The the building of bridges and the erection of
fertility of the soil made this still more of a school houses and churches. He is a leading
hardship, but Mr. Titus accomplished the task member of the Baptist Church of Waterloo,
in time, and bought another So acres, put it and has done his part in contributing to its
under cultivation, and erected the present sub- support. Mr. Titus is very well known, and
stantial and comfortable buildings. He has enjoys the friendship of the greater number of
sold some of his land. but still carries on gen- his fellow citizens. His stories of the days
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Hundred, and was wounded in the left foot
at Petersburg, which .sent him to the hospital
at Philadelphia. There he served as ward master until he was transferred to the Veteran
Reserve Corps at Easton, Pennsylvania. Subsequently, he was sent to Chicago, where he·
secured his honorable discharge, July 21, 1865.
farmer
After the close of his military career, Mr.
prominent
P. COLBURN, a
and highly respected citizen of Lin- Colburn returned to Jefferson County, New
coln township, B1ack Hawk County, York, where he operated a sawmill for four
owns 320 acres of land, situated in years. In the fall of 1868, he went to Michisection 23. He was born in Lewis County, gan and thence came to Iowa. He settled upon
New York, October 19, 1838, and is a son of his present property, which then consisted of
Orlin and El_iza (Gates) Colburn, who were 160 acres of land. Additions have increased
natives of New York. The father, who was a it to 320 acres, which include some of the finest
farmer, removed, when his son was three years farming land of this section. All the substanold, to Jefferson County, New York, where he tial improvements, which now mark this place·
lived until his death, in 1884, at the age of 76 as the home of thrift and comfort, have been
years. His wife was born December 30, 1807, made by Mr. Colburn. His handsome resiand died in 1871. They were members of the dence of 14 rooms, fitted up with all modern
Methodist Episcopal Church. Their children conveniences, was built in 1894. In 1885, his
were as follows: William R.; Elizabeth; Amos · great grain and stock barn, 64 by 80 feet, in
P.; Laura; Orlin S., deceased; Cornelia and dimensions, with 14-foot posts, was built, and
shows the accommodations necessary for his.
Sarah J.
A. P. Colburn was reared and schooled in large agricultural yields. Mr. Colburn makes.
his native State and prior to enlisting in the ser- a specialty of raising Polled Angus cattle, and
vice of his country, he was engaged in farming owns the registered bull, "Monk," an animal
with his father. From August, 1862, to July of great value and much prestige. He feeds .
1, 1865, he served in the Civil War, ·as a mem- many head of Poland-China hogs yearly.
On January 1, 1861, Mr. Colburn was mar-ber of Company D, 10th New York Heavy
Artillery. He served under General Grant, in ried to Altzera Sarvay, who died August 8,
the Army of the Potomac, and was promoted 1899, aged 59 years, leaving five children, as .
from the ranks successively, to be corporal, follows: Charles S., Orlin L., William L.,
sergeant, and orderly sergeant. He took part Perley A., and Len P., wife of W. J. Henin the engagements in which his company par- ning, of Waterloo. Perley A. married Dora
ticipated, was at Cold Harbor and Bermuda Turner, of Bremer County, Iowa, and is the:
of his early settlement here, when only pioneer
conditions existed, are very interesting, and of
themselves would make a readable history of
East Waterloo township.
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manager of his father's farm; he is a young
man with good prospects and of fine character.
Mr. Colburn is a consistent memoer of the
Methodist Episcopal Church, as was his wife,
and in that faith they reared their excellent
family. He has always been a zealous Republican, and cast his first presidential vote for
Abraham Lincoln. As one of the substantial
citizens and representative men of his township, he has frequently been elected to office,
and has served as supervisor, and as township
trustee for six years; he has been township
treasurer for the past 12 years. He had also
served as. secretary of the School Board, and
has been a delagate to both county and State
Republican conventions. He is a valued member of Thompson Post, Grand Army of the
Republic, of Reinbeck, Iowa.
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DWARD PEIRCE PHILLIPS, a
well known and highly respected
citizen of Waterloo, Iowa, was born
in Monmouthshir e, England, May
I 8, 1837, and is a son of Edmund and' Elizabeth (Peirce) Phillips.
Both parents of Mr. Phillips were born in
the same locality, and there the father died at
the age of 30 years, leaving his widow with
four children: Elizabeth, who is a resident
of California; Edward P.; Eqmund J., who
resides in Charles City, Iowa; and Mary Ann,

who died in Nebraska.
Edward P. Phillips came to America with
his widowed mother in 1854, and they located
39
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first on a farm in the vicinity of Williamsburg,
New York. At a later elate he removed to a
farm in the town of Rhinebeck, Dutchess
County, on the Hudson River, and later followed farming in many places, living at various times at Elizabeth, New Jersey; Washington, D. C.; Vernon County, Wisconsin; Lan•
sing, Iowa; St. Louis Missouri; and Memphis,
Tennessee. He remained in the last named
city from 1858 until 1863, when he returned
to St. Louis, and drove a horse car until he enlisted in a volunteer company organized in
St. Louis, and served for two years in the CiV1il
War as a teamster. His previous active outdoor life had somewhat prepared him for the
hardships he endured while filling this position, which included the dniving of a six-mule
team from Leavenworth, Kansas, to Fort
Wingate, Arizona, during the rigors of the
winter of 1863.
After his discharge, Mr. Phillips went to
Denver,, Colorado, where he drove a government team for three months, and then went
to Wisconsin and' bought an So-acre farm.
During the succeeding three years he followed farming there, and then sold out and
went to Floyd County, Iowa, where he farmed
until 1871, when he came to Black Hawk
County, Iowa. In many ways this must be
considered the turning point in his life, for he
thus made the acquaintance of the estimable
lady, who, years later, became his wife and
who is still spar:ed to be his cheerful, loving
companion. He entered into the employ of
the late William H. Palmer, of Mount Vernon township, where he remained for one year
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and then went to Lincoln, Nebraska, and took
up a homestead claim of 160 acres in Gage
County ci'uring his residence of six years in
that State. Mr. Phillips also took up a tract
of timber land in Pratt County, Kansas, and
later, located at Aberdeen, where he lived for
12 years. Mr. Phillips was unusually successful in all his land transactions, but when he
decided to settle down permanently, he returned to Iowa, staying for a short time at
Charles City and locating in Waterloo in 1894.
On October 4, 1894, Mr. Phillips was united in marriage with Mrs. Elizabeth (Hicks)
Palmer, and since then they have occupied a
beautiful home in Waterloo, which is one of
the most hospitable centers in the city. In
1896 they enjoyed a leisurely visit of seven
months in Southern California, returning to
"\1/aterloo much benefitted.
Mrs. Elizabeth Phillips was born November 16, 1830, in Devonshire, England, and is
the eldest daughter of William and Grace
(Palmer) Hicks, who located in Mount Vernon township, Iowa, among the early settlers.
In the spring of 1853, she married William H.
Palmer,, who was born in Devonshire, England, June ro, 1829, and died in Mount Vernon township, Iowa, November 27, 1886. He
was a son of John and Joanna (Hicks) Palmer, both natives of England. In 1854 William H. Palmer and wife came to America and
lived one year in Chicago, removing then to
Waterloo, Iowa, where he began farming in a
small way, settling in Mount Vernon township
on May 9, 1861. To Mr. and Mrs. Palmer

was born one child, John H., who lived but
18 months.
The late Mr. Palmer became a man of
much influence and lar,ge means, but his beginning was in a small way, as noted, and his
success was the result of his own industry and
frugality. He was ever ready to attribute
much of his prosperity to the assistance rendered him by his most estimable wife, who on
all occasions ably seconded his endeavors.
Both Mr. and Mrs. Palmer were devoted members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and'
it was due to their effor,ts and financial aid that
the Mount Hope Methodist Episcopal Church
was built in Bennington township. He was
ever ready with a helping hand in all religious
work and showed deep interest in all charitable, agricultural and educational enterprises
in this section. He was an excellent farmer and
a very successful stock raiser, giving much attention to this branch of farming. Politically
he was a stanch Democrat, and filled many of
the township offices of trust and responsibility.
He refused many more, but was ever "·illing
to perform all the duties of a good' citizen.
Mrs. Phillips is a lady of superior intellect
and has seen much more of the world than
She has enjoyed
three-fourths of her sex.
traveling and, during the many trips taken
both with Mr. Palmer and with Mr. Phillips,
has stored her mind with much knowledge and
many interesting reminiscences and has gathered many mementoes. In 1864-65 she and
Mr. Palmer visited England and again in
1875-76, in this year also visiting Canada and
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different parts of the United States. She atended the Centennial Exposition at Philadelphia, and saw the government buildings and
places of interest in Washington, D. C. In
1884, two years before the death of Mr.
Palmer, they together visited the Cotton Exposition at New Orleans. Thus Mrs. Phillips
has a great store of memories to call upon, in
her declining years, both for her own entertainment and that of her many friends. Both
she and Mr. Phillips are very highly esteemed
in Waterloo.
On preceding pages in connection with this
sketch, are shown portraits of Mrs. Phillips
and the late \Villiam H. Palmer.
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MOS VAN V ALKENBURG, cashier
of the Union State Bank of La Porte
City, Iowa, secretary and treasurer
,
of the La Porte Improvement Company, and also of the La Porte telephone system, one of the promoters and organizers of
many of the leading business enterprises of
this city, is both well and favorably known
through this section of the State, in educational
as well as business and political circles. He was
born in the village of Sharon, Schoharie County, New York, on August 3, 1848, and is a son
of John and Elizabeth Maria (Brown) Van
Valkenburg.
John Van Valkenburg was born at Sharon,
April 26, 1804, and spent his whole life in
Schoharie County, engaged in farming, dying
at the age of 52 years. His grandfather ( the

great-grandfather of Amos), John J., was a
Revolutionary soldier, and served in the patriot
army from the fall of 1775 until the close of
the war. The founders of the family, Lambert and Annatie Van Valkenburg, were living
in what is now New York City ( then Manhattan) as early as 1643, and came from Holland.
The early church records show the baptism
of their children in Manhattan, or New Amsterdam, as the town was then called.
Mrs. Elizabeth Maria (Brown) Van Valkenburg was born November 14, 1811, at_
Sharon, Schoharie County, New York. She
came of old and distinguished ancestry, and was
a descendant of Judge Brown, a soldier of the
' Revolutionary War. He was a man of parts,
and a true historian of Schoharie County, where
he was a pioneer. He was the second judge
elected in Schoharie County, and his records
of the progress and development of the county
formed the basis upon which later historians
were able to build.
Amos Van Valkenburg remained in the
State of New York until he reached his 23rd
year, and then made a tour of the West. For
eight years he followed the profession of teaching, in New York, Missouri, Minnesota and
Iowa. He came to La Porte City, April 2,
1878, where, after teaching the country schools
for one year, he accepted the position of bookkeeper and assistant cashier in the City Exchange Bank, July 1, 1879, and was connected
with that institution for five years, until it
was closed in May, 1884. In June, 1884, he
was one of the organizers of the Union State
Bank, which opened for business July I, 1884,
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and for the first nine months was its assistant
cashier, and was then elected cashier, a position he has most capably filled ever since, so
that on July 1, 1904, he had completed 25
years' of actual banking experience in La Porte
City.
Among the many successful business organizations with which Mr. Van Valkenburg is or
has been closely identified, may be mentioned:
The La Porte Building Association, of which
he was secretary for 1 5 years, and then resigned; the La Porte Improvement Company,
of which he is secretary and treasurer, and
which, in 1891, erected a brick block of four
buildings ; and the La Porte Electric Light &
Water Company, of which he was secretary
for three years. All of these concerns he took
an active part in organizing, and has also been
a stockholder in the La Porte Canning Company and the La Porte District Fair Association. His excellent business qualifications, his
quick insight into human nature, and his high
personal standing, have all made his association
with business combinations a matter of congratulation to those interested.
In 1876 Mr. Van Valkenburg was united
in marriage, at Empire City, Minnesota, with
Georgiana Ricker, a daughter of Albra and
Elizabeth (Noble) Ricker, who moved to that
State from Berwick, Maine, where Mrs. Van
Valkenburg was born, and where her parents
were also born. Mr. and Mrs. Van Valkenburg have but one child, their daughter, Irene.
In political attitude, Mr. Van Valkenburg
has always been a Republican, and has taken
a very active part in the various campaigns in

city, county and State. It is a matter of pride
with him that he was the first to introduce Congressman David B. Henderson, a favorite son
of this State, to the people of La Porte City
and vicinity, wh.en he was campaigning for
his first election to Congress. Mr. Van Valkenburg has served as city recorder for several
terms, and was president of the School Board
for ni,ne years. In addition to his other numerous interests, he has been agent for four
fire insurance companies for 23 years, and for
two steamship lines. Fraternally a Mason,
he belongs to Trowel Lodge, No. 216, A. F.
'& A. M., and has served as senior deacon of
the lodge nearly 15 years. He has always
taken a prominent part in all benevolent and
charitable enterprises.

m

EORGE W. ORTH, a substantial agriculturist of Black Hawk County,
who owns a fine farm of 400 acres
located in sections 22, 26 and 34,
Fox township, was born January 23, 1851, in
Stark County, Ohio, and is a son of Frederick.
and Maggie ( Ossen) Orth.
Frederick Orth and his wife were born in
Germany. The former was reared in a family
of wealth, but misfortunes carried their means.
away, and to recuperate he came with his wife
to America. He followed milling in Pennsylvania and Ohio, and was an honest upright
man. His first wife died, and he married Maggie Ossen. His death took place three months.
before the birth of his son, George W. Mrs~
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Orth married again, Ernst Koob, of Germany~
becoming her husband, and she came with him
from Indiana to Iowa. She had one other child,
a daughter, Mrs. Elizabeth Hauser, now a
widow living in Missouri. The mother died
at the age of 68 years and is survived by two
sons of her second marriage,-Henry G. and
\i\Tilliam G. Koob, of Fox township.
The subject of this sketch was yet an infant when he moved to Indiana with his mother
and step-father, who lived in the vicinity of
Fort Wayne until he was five years old, when
they moved to Fayette County, Iowa. Mr.
Orth was 16 years old when he came to Black
Hawk County, and has passed the rest of his
1ife here, with the exception of five years spent
in Buchanan County. He has been a very suc,cessful farmer and dairyman, and owns one
,o f the best properties in the township, acquired
through his O\Yn industry. For 11 years he
Tan a creamery in connection with his farming.
In 1873 Mr. Orth married Mary Charlotte
Loeb, who was born January 31, 1850, at Sheboygan, Wisconsin, and is a daughter of Philip
V. and Catherine B. (Sins) Loeb, both natives
of Germany. Mr. and Mrs. Orth have a fine,
intelligent family of nine children, as follows:
\i\Tilliam, of \i\Taverly; Theresa, \\'ife of H. C.
Luloff, also of \Vaverly; and Freel, Emma,
Lavina, Bertha, Louis, Rudolph and Gustave,
all of whom are at home. Mr. Orth's son Fred
is secretary of the Jubilee Cooperative Creamery Company, and is clerk of Fox township.
Mr. Orth has been a lifelong Democrat.
He has sened for three years as township
trustee, and is a man in whom his fellow citi-

zens place the utmost confidence. For many
years he has been a leading member of the
German Lutheran Church.

rl

AL L. KINGSLEY, proprietor of the
Irving House, an excellent hostelry
of Waterloo, Iowa, is one of the
most substantial and prominent business citizens of the place. He was born March
1, 1862, at Toledo, Ohio, and came with his
parents to Waterloo in 1875.
Mr. Kingsley graduated from the High
School in Waterloo, and subsequently took a
course of two years at Bryant & Stratton's
Business College, Chicago. For a short time
afterward he was employed by the Union Mutual Aid Association. He then went into the
employ of the Orient Fire Insurance Company, of Hartford, Connecticut, with which
he remained 12 years as agent and adjuster
in several States, being on the road from 1888
to 1900.
At this time he was recalled to vVaterloo
to take charge of the Irving House, his father,
the former proprietor, wishing to retire from
business. Since taking charge, Mr. Kingsley
has made many improvements, and his place
has become one of the leading hotels of the
city. He has taken an active interest in all
public improvements, and does his part in developing all the city's resources. He is president of the Home Park Land & Investment
Company and is interested in many other enterprises in \,V aterloo.
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In October, 1886, Mr. Kingsley was married to Mary Hubbard, who was born in New
York, and is a daughter of Horatio and Laura
Hubbard. He is one of the leading members
of St. Mark's Protestant Episcopal Church,
and is serving his second year as its senior
warden.
Mr. Kingsley is also prominent as a Republican politician. He is a zealous worker for
his party, but not an office-seeker, having always declined any political preferment, beyond
that of being delegate to congressional, State
and county conventions. For many years he
has been prominent in Masonry. He is a
Knight Templar, a Shriner, and has taken the
Scottish Rite degree up to and including the
32nd degree. He is equally well known in
the order of Elks in which he has held the office
of exalted ruler. Personally, Mr. Kingsley
is of that pleasant, genial temperamen t which
is sure to win warm friends and admirers.

D

REDERIC K M. HEMMER LING, a
prominent retired farmer and substantial and respected citizen of Cedar
Falls, Iowa, was born in Germany
July 21, 1838, and is a son of Martin and Mary
J. (Kegel) Hemmerlin g.
Martin Hemmerlin g learned the trade of
a stonemason and also was skilled in gardenmg. The mother was a woman of good education and a fine manager. The father died
in Germany, of cholera, in 1855, aged 44 years.
His wido,Y married in 1857, and in 1858 the

family came to the United States, locating in
Stephenson County, Illinois. The mother 'died
in 1861. These children constituted the family: Christian J., Frederick M., .Wilhelmina ,
George C. H., Marie Dora, Augusta, William
G., Johanna Maria and August J. Of these
three survive,-J ohanna Maria ( wife of E. A.
Wright), August J. and Frederick M.
The subject of this sketch came to America
in 1858 and settled in Rockford, Illinois, where
he began life for himself, working as a farm
hand and as a stonemason. At the outbreak of
the Civil War he was one of the first to off er
his services in behalf of his adopted country~
enlisting September 6, 1861, in Company D.,
39th Reg., Illinois Vol. Inf., in which he served
for three years, reenlisting in January, 1864, for
a second term. During this long period he participated in many of the hardest fought battles
of the war, and suffered from injuries and imprisonment. He was present with his regiment at the battles of Bath; \Vinchester ; Strasburg; ·w oodstock; Morris Island; Fort Wagner; Fort Gregg; Richmond and Drewry's
Bluff. It was in the last named battle that Mr.
Hemmerlin g was taken prisoner and was sent
first to Petersburg, and on June 22, 1864, wasincarcerated in the dreadful prison-pen at Andersonville. Here he was confined until the
13th of he folio-wing September, when he and
many comrades in misery were loaded on a
badly constructed train, to be conveyed to the
Union lines for exchange. The train ran off
the track and precipitated the half-starved soldiers into a ditch. Mr. Hemmerlin g was one
of the unfortunate s severely injured, two ribs
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being broken, his arm crushed, his hip broken
and his ear cut. With the other badly hurt
boys in tattered blue, he was returned to Andersonville, where he was patched up. In December, 1864, he was exchanged and struggled
back to his regiment where he insisted On taking part in the siege of Petersburg, Fort Gregg
and Appomattox. His bravery and devotion
to duty were noticed, and rewarded, first by
promotion to the rank of corporal and, on
March 1, 1865, to that of sergeant. He was
mustered out December 6, 1865, at Norfolk,
Virginia.
Mr. Hemmerling returned to Illinois and
endeavored to resume work at his trade, but
the injuries he had received made this almost
impossible. In 1866 he came to Iowa and in
the following year purchased a farm in Grundy
County on which he resided until 1894, when
he removed to Cedar Falls. For the past IO
years he has enjoyed the ease of retired life
which he earned through many years of industry. He owns three farms consisting of 650
acres of choice land. His good business instincts have led him to make many investments
which 'have been very successful.
On March 30, 1868, Mr. Hemmerling was
married to Mrs. Margaret J. Rosebrough, the
widow of J. M. Rosebrough, and a daughter
of James M. and Caroline M. (Davison) Col,..
lier.. Mr. Collier was born in England, of
Scotch parents, and Mrs. Collier was a native
of New Brunswick. Mrs. Hemmerling was
born and reared on an Illinois farm. After
coming to Iowa she taught school for four
terms and is a capable, intelligent and wise

wife and mother, much beloved by and attached
to her family of six children, named as follows :
Eddie G., Nellie J., Willis F., Rosa G., Harrison J. and Frederick C. The family home
at 1221 Iowa street is one of comfort and attractiveness. By her marraige with Mr. Rosebrough, Mrs. Hemmerling had one daughter,
Laura May, wife of Adam P. Dilger, of Butler County, Iowa.
In politics, Mr. Hemmerling is a stanch
Republican, and has always proved himself
ready and willing to perform all the duties of
a good citizen. While residing in Grundy
County, he served many years as a justice of
the peace and as school director. He is a valued
member of Robert Olmstead Post, No. 243,
G. A. R., of New Hartford, and is also connected with the Legion of Honor. Mr. Hemmerling was reared in the Lutheran Church,
but now attends, with his family, the Methodist
Episcopal Church in Cedar Falls. He belongs
to the Cedar Falls Business Men's Association,
and is well known and highly respected throughout Grundy and Black Hawk Counties.
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ATHIAS FLAHERTY, deceased,
was one of the good farmers and
substantial citizens of Cedar township, Black Hawk County, for
many years. Beginning a poor boy, entirely
dependent upon his own industry, he lived an
industrious, useful life, and at the time of his
death left a large estate of 700 acres in Cedar
and Eagle townships. He was born in County
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Kerry, Ireland, No\·ember 15, 1825, and died
in September, 1899, in Iowa, where he lived
52 years. He was a son of Mathias and Ellen ·
Flaherty.
The late Mr. Flaherty had three brothers
and two sisters, and two brothers and one sister
came to Iowa. He was 18 years of age when
he crossed the ocean alone, and made his own
way in the great city of New York. He was
soon engaged to work on the Erie Canal, and
remained several years in the State of New
York. He came to \Vaterloo, still a poor man,
and soon after began to invest in land, continuing thus until he became one of the large
owners of real estate in Black Hawk County.
His first purchase was 40 acres and it was
succeeded by others until he owned 700 acres
in sections 7, 8, 17 and 18, Cedar township,
and 80 acres in Eagle township. He made the
best of improvements, having three dwellings
and four barns on his property. In addition
to extensive farming, he raised many cattle,
having 200 head at one time, and made something of a specialty of raising draft horses.
Mr. Flaherty was twice married; his first
wife was Katherine Hanvy who died, leaving
four daughters, namely: Mrs. Nellie Keagan,
of La Porte City; Julia Ann, of Omaha; Mrs.
Mary Frost, of Cedar township; and Mrs.
Katherine Hussie, of Omaha. Mr. Flaherty,
married, secondly, Johanna Kennedy, whc
was born in Ireland, May 12, 1857,
and came alo_ne to America when a girl
of 16 years, to make her own way.
She has shown her capacity 111 many
ways. She became a devoted wife and careful

mother, and is now, with the help of a son,
operating this large farm successfully. She
is a lady much esteemed by all who know her.
Her children are: William, of Des Moines;
Mrs. Alice M. Gill, of Big Creek township;
Mathias D., who operates the farm; Lewis J.,
,Yho died in 1899, aged 18 years; Mrs. Anna
Stacy Marshall, of Cedar township; Mrs.
Jo~ephine Dean, of Pocahontas Center, Iowa;
Lenora, a graduate of St. Joseph's School at
Dubuque; and Edward Michael, Thomas, Genevieve and Maurice G., who are at home.
In politics, the late Mr. Flaherty was a
Democrat. In religion, he was a Catholic. He
was a fine man in every walk of life, honest
and upright in all his dealings, and had many
friends among all classes. He is survived by
a family that can not be excelled for intelligence and sterling traits of character. They
show the training they have received in a good
home, surrounded by the best of influences, and
are a credit to their parents and to the community.

m

0. DOUGLASS, deputy county auditor of Black Hawk County, Iowa,
and one of the most highly esteemed
citizens of the city of Waterloo, was
born in Wayne County, Iowa, December 13,
1868, and is a son of Nathan and Caroline
(Mills) Douglass.
Nathan Douglass is a native of New York
State, and has almost continuously followed
farming during his life. He is at present living in Boise Valley, Idaho. His wife, Caro-
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line Mills, was born in Ohio, and died in Wayne of Washington County, Iowa. Mrs. Douglass
County, Iowa, August 20, 1880. As the re- is a graduate of the Central University of Iowa,
.sult of their union nine children were born, at Pella, and completed the philosophical
course with a degree of B. Ph. The subject
four of whom are living.
H. 0. Douglass received his preliminary of this sketch and his wife are the parents of
•educational training in the public schools of one child,-Howard 0., Jr. Mr. and Mrs.
Wayne County, Iowa. He took a business Douglass are members of the First Baptist
·course at the Gate City Business College, of Church of Waterloo, in which the former
Keokuk, Iowa, and later entered the Central serves as deacon and secretary of the SunclayUniversity of Iowa at Pella. He then became school.
a teacher and taught for over 12 years, prin•cipally in business colleges. Mr. Douglass also
AMES R. VAUGHAN, vice-president
taught at the College of Idaho at Caldwell.
of The Leavitt & Johnson National
His experience covers classes whose enrollment
Bank of Waterloo, Iowa, whose porranged from ro to 250 pupils. Mr. Douglass
trait is shown on the opposite page, is
was at one time in charge of the commercial
department of the Central University of Iowa identified with many of the important business
at Pella. He has many times displayed his enterprises of the city, in the growth and develpenmanship, engrossing diplomas and winning opment of which he has played a prominent
many prizes for skill in that art. Mr. Douglass part. He comes of a family well known to
was compelled to give up good positions as the citizens of Black Hawk County, and his
teacher three different times on account of fail- individual efforts have added largely to the
prestige of the family name.
ing health.
In 1891, Mr. Douglass removed to the city
James R. Vaughan was born near Carman,
of Waterloo and entered into a copartnership . Henderson County, Illinois, in 1858, and is a
in a business college, but soon withdrew and son of James Vaughan, a record of whose life
left the city. In 1900 he returned and erected appears elsewhere in this volume. His father
a home at 408 E street, where he located per- was a pioneer of Black Hawk County, and the
manently. In 1903, he was appointed deputy farm of 820 acres in Eagle and Lincoln towncounty auditor, and has since filled that posi- ships that he secured is still owned by the
tion with remarkable efficiency. Mr. Douglass estate.
James R. Vaughan came with his parents
is a member of the Republican party.
Mr. Douglass was married to Nettie Bry- to Black Hawk County when but ten years of
son, a native of Keota, Iowa, and a daughter age, and received his educational training in
of J. K. and Harriet (Bunner) Bryson, both the country schools and at the Iowa State Nornatives of Pennsylvania and pioneer settlers mal School at Cedar Falls. While attending
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Normal School in 1885, he accepted an opportunity to enter the implement business at Waterloo and for five years, in association with
Richard Holmes, conducted the business under
the firm name of Holmes & Vaughan. He then
purchased the interest of his partner and carried on the business alone until he was elected
vice-president of the Waterloo National Bank,
in which capacity he has since served with
marked ability. He devoted his attention exclusively to that bank for a time, then engaged
in the manufacturing business in the suburb of
Westfield, which he purchased in partnership
with Thomas Cascaden, Jr., the plat covering
130 acres. It was while on a trip together
in California that the Westfield enterprise was
planned by these gentlemen, and with startling
rapidity their plans have been carried out,
seven important manufacturing establishments
being now located there. This is a silent
tribute to their foresight and business sagacity.
When The Leavitt & Johnson National Bank
was reorganized, Mr. Vaughan was chosen
vice-president and assisted in the reorganization, and has since given all of his time to the
affairs of this strong and successful financial
institution. Mr. Vaughan was chosen president of the Waterloo Motor Works; and is
treasurer of the J. S. Kemp Manufacturing
Company, of the Waterloo Threshing Machine
Company, and of the Waterloo Artificial Stone
Company.
James R. Vaughan was first united in marriage, June 20, 1888, with Winnie Fish, since
deceased, who was a daughter of D. H. Fish,
a prominent retired farmer who now resides

between Waterloo and Cedar Falls. He formed
a second union, October 20, 1897, with
Bertha J. Edwards, a daughter of A.
J. Edwards, a prominent attorney and
banker of Waterloo, and they have two sons:
James Gordon, aged five years; and Herbert
Edwards, aged four years. Our subject is a
member of the First Baptist Church, is superintendent of the Sunday-school, and for 18
years has been a member of the church choir.
He is State president of the Baptist Young
People's Union and a member of the board of
managers of the B. Y. P. U. A. He is a member of the board of trustees of Des Moines College. He also was one of the founders and is
president of the local Young Men's Christian
Association. Politically, Mr. Vaughan has always been a stanch supporter of the Republican
party and is an active party worker, although
he has steadfastly refused to accept political
preferment because of the pressure of business
duties. Fraternally, he is a Mason of the
rank of Knight Templar, and is also a member
of the Knights of Pythias. He has a very comfortable home at No. 629 West Park avenue.

mJ

G. AND A. K. POPP, constituting
the firm of Popp Brothers, are representative farmers and stock
raisers of Black Hawk County,
Iowa. They are the owners of a fine farm situated in section 30, Black Hawk township, and
are sons of John G. and Catherine (Fielwebber) Popp.
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Conrad Popp, the grandfather of the Popp
brothers, came to Iowa in the early days of its
settlement, and secured 200 acres of land in
section 30, Black Hawk township, Black Hawk
County. He was a fine carpenter and builder,
and erected many of the subsantial buildings
of his day throughout this section. Some years
previous to his death, he deeded his farm to his
son, John G. Popp. His other children were:
Frederick, and Mrs. Boldt, of Waterloo, Iowa.
J 0!111 G. Popp was born and schooled in
Illinois, and then learned the carpenter's trade
with his father. Some years later, he bought
a farm of 160 acres, and improved it with some
of the finest buildings in the county. His life
was mainly devoted to farming, in which he
continued until his death in September, 1903.
In addition to his first purchase of land, he
bought a tract of 40 acres which adjoined it
in section 29, and a tract of l 60 acres in Grundy
County, which is now the property of his
daughter, Mrs. Rathman. The children of John
G. Popp and his ·wife were: Louisa (Mrs.
Rathman); vV. G. and A. K., subjects of this
sketch; and Clarence R. The mother of this
family died in 1902. She was a most worthy
Christian woman, and a devoted member of
the German Lutheran Church. Mr. Popp was
a moral man, but was liberal in his religious
views. In politics, he was a Democrat.
Both \V. G. and A. K. Popp were born in
Black Hawk County and were pupils in the
common schools. They grew up practical farmers and at the death of their father tookcharge
of the farm and have been associated in its
management ever since. They carry on a gen-
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era! line of farming-growing corn, oats and
other farm products-and have been very successful raisers of fine stock, paying attention
only to first class breeds.
Not only are the business affairs of W. G.
and A. K. Popp identical, but the brothers are
one in political and religious views, both being
adherents of the Democratic party, and neither
being a church member. They are highly esteemed in their section as honest and industrious
men, and are considered admirable citizens in
every particular.

l]

ACOB JACOBSON, a well known and
prosperous farmer and large stock
raiser of Black Hawk County, Iowa,
owns a finely improved farm of I 57,½
acres in section 19, Lincoln township. He was
born in Denmark, June I, 1844.
Mr. Jacobson came to America in 1870, and
first settled in Lincoln township, Black Hawk
County, Iowa, where he worked by the month
for William Hicks for four years. He then
removed to his present farm, which he rented
for several years from Mr. Hicks. Mr. Hicks,
who was one of the substantial and well-to-do
residents of Lincoln township, promised that,
in his will, he would bequeath property to Mr.
Jacobson, which he did. Mr. Jacobson had
long and faithfully labored for Mr. Hicks, and
was well deserving of his reward. Since he
became possessed of this property he has built
a modern, 10-room house, as well as a large
barn, and has put up several other substantial
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buildings. Mr. Jacobson devotes his farm to
general farming, and to the raising of cattle,
hogs and horses. Politically, Mr. Jacobson is
a Democrat.
In 1874, the subject of this sketch was married to Sophia Fredericksmith , also a native of
Denmark. One child of this union has lived
to maturity,-Wi lliam. Mr. Jacobson was
reared in the faith of the Danish Lutheran
Church.

1(111
~

A. STOY, who as a leading builder

and contractor of Waterloo, Iowa,
has been closely identified with the
material growth of the city, is also
one of its substantial and representative men.
He was born in 1845, in Allegheny County,
Pennsylvania, and is a son of Conrad Stoy.
The father of Mr. Stoy was born in Germany in 1823, and came to the United States
at the age of 18 years. He was engaged in
farming in Pennsylvania, where he died in
1900. His widow, a native of Pennsylvania,
still survives, aged 77 years. They had IO
children, the surviving members of the family
being as follows: C. J., who located on a farm
in Black Hawk township in 1862, and is now
living in retirement at Waterloo; John and Austin, who are farmers in Somerset County,
Pennsylvania; and Carrie (Rhoades), Sarah
(Glessner), and Ellen (Sorber), who also reside in Somerset County.
Until he reached his majority, C. A. Stoy
assisted on the farm, obtaining his mental
training in the local schools. He then learned
_

the carpenter's trade, and in March, 1881, removed to \i\Taterloo, ·where he has been actively
engaged ever since, doing a great amount of
contracting during the past 14 years. Many
of the most substantial residences and imposing business blocks in vVaterloo have been
erected by him. An example of his taste and
skill may be found in his own handsome residence at No. 720 South street, which he built
three years ago.
Mr. Stoy married a Sarah Jane Flick, of
Somerset County, Pennsylvania, and their only
surviving child is Edna Blanch (Mrs. Mathew
C. Vaughan), of \Vaterloo. The family are
members and liberal supporters of the Baptist
Church of \Vaterloo. Politically, Mr. Stoy
is identified with the Democratic party. Fraternally, he is a member of the Knights of
Pythias and of the Royal Arcai.mm.

[I

APT. THOMAS A. JACKSON, a
pro[Ilinent retired farmer and veteran
of the Civil War, now a resident of
Waterloo township, Black Hawk
County, Iowa, was born in Fayette County,
Pennsylvania, March 2, 1829, and is a son of
Elijah and Mary A. (Kemp) Jackson.
Elijah Jackson was born in 1805 at Hagersto,Yn, Maryland, and his wife was born in
1807, in Fayette County, Pennsylvania. Mr.
Jackson's trade was that of stone-mason, and
was his main occupation through life. He and
his wife died in Nebraska. They were the
parents of l l children, namely: Thomas A.,
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Charles H., Catherine, Susan, William C.,
Mary A., Sylvester, Alexander, Charlotte,
Elizabeth and Alice. In religious belief, they
were Methodists. A Whig in early life, Mr.
Jackson became a Republican after the formation of this party in 1854.
The subject of this sketch attended the
schools of Fayette County, where he remained
until 1855, teaching school and working by
the month on farms. In 1856, he moved to
Wisconsin. There Captain Jackson lived until
the outbreak of the Civil War aroused the patriotism of the loyal North, when, on October
16, 1861, he, with his brother Charles, enlisted
in Company B, 18th Reg., Wisconsin Vol. Inf.
He was soon promoted to the rank of 1st lieutenant, and one year later, for gallantry, was
made captain of the company. This position
he held until he was mustered out in April,
1865. He participated in many of the severe
engagements of the war, and suffered the hardships of imprisonment. He was captured at
Pittsburg Landing while in General Prentiss'
division, and was held seven months before
he was paroled. Just in time to take part in
the Vicksburg campaign, he was exchanged.
With the exception of these months in prison,
he accompanied his regiment through all the
dangers and exposure from which it emerged
with honor and glory.
After his return from the army, Captain
Jackson was engaged in farming in Wisconsin until 1888. In the meantime he became
interested in various enterprises, and was prominently identified with the Republican party.
He was elected sheriff of Green County, Wis-
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consm, and served one term. He was twiceelected to the Wisconsin Legislature, in 1869
and 1870. His record as a legislator was one
of integrity and capacity, and his reputation
as a true and loyal citizen was high. In October, 1897, he came to Black Hawk County, .
Iowa.
In 1854, Captain Jackson was married to,
Mary Morris, who is a daughter of Hervey
Morris, a native of Fayette County, Pennsyl-vama. Nine children were born to them, viz. :
Laura, Marshall, Charles W., Emma ( deceased), Walter E., Fred M., Minnie, Clara
and Jessie Belle, deceased.
Fraternally, Mr. Jackson is a member of
Bicknell Lodge, A. F. & A. M. He belongs, .
also, to Robert Anderson Post, G. A. R., at
Waterloo.

TONEWALL J. HENDERSON, well
known in the fire insurance and real
estate line, at Waterloo, Iowa, was
born May 14, 1863, in Parkersburg,
\Vest Virginia, and is a son of Richard H. and
Anna Maria (Shanklin) Henderson.
Richard H. Henderson, who is now a retired and honored resident of Waterloo, was
born April 8, 1828, 111 Parkersburg,
Virginia ( now West Virginia), and is
a son of James and Agnes (Haliday)
Henderson, both of Virginia birth.
For
a number of years, Richard H. Henderson commanded a number of boats on the Ohio River,
one of which, the "Dick Henderson," was .
named in his honor. During the Civil War-
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he frequently carried large bodies of troops
up and down the river, sometimes as many as
700 at once. In 1885, he came to Iowa and engaged in farming near Oskaloosa, and in the
fall of 1892, removed to Waterloo, where he
and his estimable wife have since resided. On
September 5, 1848, at Parkersburg, Virginia
(now West Virginia), he was married
to Anna Maria Shanklin, who was born
m Virginia, April 14, 1828, and 1s a
daughter of Josiah and Eliza (Fant)
Shanklin, the former of whom was born
in Virginia, and the latter, in Flemingsburg, Kentucky. They reared a family of IO
children, viz.: Roberta, wife of Dr. J. C. Barringer, of Oskaloosa, Iowa; Robert, a physician,
of Urbana, Ohio, and has two children,Richard and Helen; Josiah S., a physician,
who is married, and resides at Buckston, Iowa;
James L., who resides in \i\Taterloo; Charles B.,
who is a druggist at Athens, Ohio; May, who
married Henry Graff, Jr., of Waterloo, and has
a daughter,-Robert a; George H., who is a
member of the Henderson Drug Company, of
Waterloo; Harry H., of the same company;
Stonewall J. and Ione, who married J. \V.
\Vray, of Waterloo, and has one son,-Freclerick H. Mr. and Mrs. Henderson enjoyed the
celebration of their golden wedding, on September 5, 1898, when all the children and grandchildren gathered at the pleasant home at No.
315 Randolph street. \i\Taterloo, vieing with
each other in showing respect and affection for
the venerable heads of the family. Mr. and
Mrs. Henderson are consistent members of the
Congregational Church. Mr. Henderson has

been a lifelong Democrat, having cast his first
presidential vote for James K. Polk.
Stonewall J. Henderson attended the public
schools of Black Hawk County, and then became a traveling representative of the firm of
John Dwight & Company, soda manufacturers,
with whom he remained 16 years. Prior to
this he had some business experience as clerk
on a passenger steamer between Pittsburg and
Cincinnati, and in a wholesale grocery house at
Sioux City, Iowa. In 1901, associated with
J. E. Bragdon, he engaged in the real estate
business. He is also engaged in the fire insurance business alone, and is now agent for
the following leading companies : Aetna Insurance Company, Hartford Fire Insurance Company, Phoenix Insurance Company, and National Fire Insurance Company,
all of Hartford, Connecticut; Firemen's Fund
Insurance Company of Williamsburg; Franklin Insurance Company; London Assurance Corporation; Liverpool & London
& Globe Insurance Company; Phoenix Assurance Company of London; Royal Insurance
Company of Liverpool; British America Insurance Company, Home Insurance Company
and New Yark underwriters, all of New York;
Phenix Insurance Company of Brooklyn; Insurance Company of North America and Pennsylvania Fire Insurance Company, of Philadelphia; Springfield Fire & Marine Insurance
Company; and Lloyd's Plate Glass Insurance
Company of New York. The total assets represented are over $200,000,000. This is considered by far the strongest fire insurance agency in the State of Iowa.
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In 1884, Mr. Henderson married Belle Carruthers, who was born in Bloomfield, Iowa,
and is a daughter of Judge S. S. Carruthers.
They have one son, Samuel Carruthers, a youth
of r r years. Mr. and Mrs. Henderson have one
of the handsome, modern homes of Waterloo,
located at No. 732 West Park A venue.
Fraternally, Mr. Henderson is a Mason,
and belongs to the higher societies of the order.
He is one of the leading business men of Waterloo and enjoyes a full measure of public esteem.

[I

ZRA S. NEWTON, a skillful, clearsighted and well-informed farmer, is
one of the largest land owners in
Black Hawk County, Iowa. Mr.
Newton resides on a beautiful farm of 740
acres, 640 of which are situated in sections 24
and 25, Eagle township. He was born in
Stephenson County, Illinois, January 9, 1855,
and is a son of Seth and Anna M. (Berry)
Newton, both natives of Canada.
Seth Newton moved in 1848 from Canada
to Stephenson County, Illinois, where he purchased land, which he cultivaed until 1876. In
that year he sold his property and moved to
,Marshall County, Iowa, where he purchased
another farm which he owned until 1895. Then
he sold that property and removed to Lincoln,
Nebraska, where he now resides. Mr. and
Mrs. Newton are the parents of five children,
namely: Martin L., chief engineer of the
Waterloo, Cedar Falls & Northern Railway
Company, whose sketch and portrait appear
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elsewhere in this work; Ezra S.; Martha C.,
who is the wife of William E. Torig, and lives
at Algona, Iowa; M. W.; and Will C. Mr.
Newton, politically, is a Republican. In religious belief, Mr. and Mrs. Newton are Seventh Day Adventists.
Ezra S. Newton attended the public schools
of Illinois, and removed to Marshall County,
Iowa, in company with his parents. There
Mr. Newton was engaged in farming until
1880, when he married and removed to Black
Hawk County. He has devoted his entire life
to farming, and has been very successful in
his operations. Mr. Newton has, at present,
about 500 acres under cultivation, the remainder
of his farm being grazing and meadow land.
Mr. Newton raises about 300 head of cattle annually, and 200 sheep, although in 1903 he had
600 head of sheep. He also raises fine horses,
of which he has at present over mo head. In
former years he kept on hand 50 milch cows.
In politics, Mr. Newton is a Republican.
In 1880, the subject of this sketch was married to Anzelletta Berry, a daughter of Samuel
Berry, and three children have been born to
them, namely: Samuel G., Albert A. and
Ralph.

m

AUL STRAYER, superintendent of
the Black Hawk County Poor Farm,
was born in Cambria County, Pennsylvania, November 15, 1845, and is
a son of Capt. John and Martha (Benshoff)
Strayer, natives of Pennsylvania.
Capt. John Strayer was a farmer all his
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life, and died in 1884, aged 72 years; his wid. ow, our subject's mother, resides in Waterloo.
They were the parents of 13 children, the survivors being as follows: William; Elizabeth,
who married David Harrison; Lucinda, who
married Benjamin Stutsman; Paul; Solomon;
Susan, who married John A. Wertz; Lewis;
John E. ; Jacob B. and George B. In religious
belief, they were reared as Dunkards, but when
the division arose in this organization, they
adopted the faith of the United Brethren
Church.
After completing the common-school course
in his native place, Paul Strayer came to Iowa,
where he attended the Waterloo High School,
and enjoyed one term at the Iowa State Normal
School at Cedar Falls. After teaching for several terms, he settled down to farming, continuing thus until 1889. Until the spring of 1904,
when he was selected by the board of supervisors as superintendent of the Black Hawk
County Poor Farm, he was variously engaged,
-as merchant, hotel keeper, and with Pinkerton & Brown, in the grocery line.
The Black Hawk County Poor Farm is located within two miles of Waterloo, and consists of over 7 5 acres of land in Orange township. The buildings have a capacity for 30
inmates. Since Mr. Strayer has taken charge,
many improvements to house and grounds have
been brought about, although he has been very
careful not to add unnecessary expense to the
tax payers. While he is a man of sympathetic
nature, inclined to look with pity upon the failings and misfortunes of humanity, he also possesses the necessary firmness to be a good ex-

ecutive. Black Hawk County has made no
mistake in placing its wards in his hands.
In 1875, Mr. Strayer was married to Elizabeth Shaffer, who is a daughter of Levi Shaffer. She was born in Pennsylvania and was
brought to Iowa in childhood, when this portion.
of the State was still a wilderness. Seven children were born to them, namely: Floy A.;
Catherine G., deceased; John W.; Lewis G.;
U. W. Miller; Guinn, deceased; and Dwight L.
Mr. Strayer does not take an active inter-est in either political party. He is an advocate of the cause of Prohibition and votes according to the dictates of his judgment. He belongs to the Modern Brotherhood of America, _
a fraternal insurance order.

Ill)

EADE L. BOYD, editor, publisher and proprietor of the Hudson Record, of Hudson, Iowa, an ably edited newspaper which has a large ·
and increasing circulation through this and .
other counties, was born August 24, 1875, at
Sandusky, Ohio, and is a son of E. C. and .
Mary (Loomis) Boyd, of whom the former ·
was also a native of Ohio.
The subject of this sketch attended the ,
schools of his native place, and when the time
came for him to choose a profession, he decided to learn the printing business. This he ,
accomplished a:t Fostoria, Ohio, and then, in
partnership with W . H. Richard, published '
the Derrick, at Bloomdale, Wood County, Ohio,.
for two years.

EDWARD AMES BOGGS
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At the openmg of the Spanish-American
War, he was engaged as one of the war correspondents on the staff of the Cincinnati Enquirer, a position he very efficiently filled for a
period of IO months. Soon after, he 1ocated at
Hudson, Iowa, where he purchased :llhe Record, a newspaper that was established in 1889,
by L. A. Burton. Under Mr. Boyd's capable
management, the circulation has increased to
something like 500 copies, with a proportionate
increase in office work. Although a stanch Republican, Mr. Boyd runs his paper independently, aiming to make it a newsy., ,reliable, indispensable home paper, devoted to local matters, and to a general discussion of public affairs. In this he has admirably s11.eceeded.
In 1901 Mr. Boyd married KatieJ. Pettitt,
of Clarion, Iowa. He is a member of .the Presbyterian Church. Fraternally, he .is a Mason.

[I

DW ARD AMES BOGGS, auditor and
treasurer of the Watedoo, Cedar
Falls & Northern Railway Company,
with offices in the Lafayette Block,
Waterloo, Iowa, was born February 2, 1868,
at Boone, Iowa, and is a son of Wi:Iliam Foster
and Zilpha J. (Capps) Boggs.
William Foster Boggs, was born in Clarion
County, Pennsylvania, and his m@-fher, a daughter of Smith and Sarah (Wilson) Capps, at
Greencastle, Indiana. The fa:tiber followed
cabinet-making for a number of years, and later
became a farmer. During tbe Civil War, he
served in several regiments.. H<e was a lieu40
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tenant in the IIth Regiment, Illinois Vol. Inf.,
later, he was one of the mo-day men in the 44th
Regiment Iowa Vol. Inf., and was wounded at
Fort Donelson. By reason of this wound he
was discharged' for disability. Mr. Boggs resided for many years at Boone, Iowa, where he·
was known as one of the strong supporters of
the temperance movement. In 1901, he removed to Los Angeles, California, where he
now resides. The subject of this sketch has
one sister, Genevra E., who is a teacher at Long
Beach, California.
Edward A. Boggs completed the public-school course at Boone, and then studied in·
Cornell College, Mount Vernon, Iowa, for two•
years, and afterward went to Albion Seminary,
where he was graduated in the class of 1891..
Subsequently he attended the Cedar Rapids ;
Business College, and then accepted a position'
at Boone, Iowa, as an expert accountant. He
was also a teacher of commercial work, and
later became an instructor in mathematics and
penmanship at the Waterloo High School, West
Side, and at the Waterloo Commerciaf College ..
He continued in this kind of work until 1899,
when he was made auditor of the Waterloo &
Cedar Falls Rapid Transit Company, now the·
Waterloo, Cedar Falls & Northern Railway
Company.
In 1902 he was made treasurer
and now most efficiently fills both pooitions.
For the past seven years, Mr. Boggs has.
prepared the diplomas for the graduating class
of the West Sid'e High School and for the past
three years has done the same work for the East
Side institution, also, He is often called on to
do this class of work.
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In I 892 Mr. Boggs was married to Estelle
Devine, of Albion, Iowa, who was born at
Union, Iowa, and is a daughter of Capt. John
.and Laura (Hall) Devine, the former of whom
was in the Mexican War. They have one child,
Howard Llewellyn, who was born in 1893, at
Albion, Iowa.
M~. and Mrs. Boggs are members of the
West Side Methodist Episcopal Church. Mr.
Boggs has been president of the Epworth
League for two years; he has been active as a
Sunday-school teacher. He is also a musician,
:and has played' the cornet at church services for
a number of years. In politics, he is a Republican. The family home is located at No. 231
Leland avenue. A portrait of Mr. Boggs accompanies this sketch.

HITING M. WETHERELL, a
prominent farmer and leading citizen of Washington township,
Black Hawk County, Iowa, was
born in 1836 in Connecticut, and is a son of
Rowel and Abigail (Rockwell) Wetherell, the
former born at Roxbury, Massachusetts, in
1796, and deceased in 1874, and the latter born
at Canaan, Connecticut, in 1800, and deceased
in 1867.
Rowel Wetherell was a blacksmith by
trade, and followed that occupation until 1856.
He was a hard-working, honest and highly respected citizen. He and his wife had six sons
and two daughters, of whom Whiting M.
Wetherell is the only survivor. In 1855, when

the subject of this sketch was 19 years of age,
Mr. Wetherell came West and settled in Lisbon, Linn County, Iowa.
Whiting M. Wetherell was educated in the
East, and accompanied his parents to Iowa. He
was engaged in clerking for a time, and at the
outbreak of the Civil War he was prepared to
enter into satisfactory relations with a large
business concern. But those were days of patriotic enthusiasm, and Mr. Wetherell was one
who put personal advancement behind him, and
stepped forward to offer his life and services
in defense of his country. On August 4, 1862,
he enlisted as a private in Company H, 35th
Reg., Iowa Vol Inf., and after a service of
three years and six days was mustered out on
August 9, 1865, with the rank of 1st lieutenant.
During this long period he participated in the
battle at Jackson, Mississippi, in May, 1863;
the siege of Vicksburg, 1863; the second battle
at Jackson in the same year; the battle at Tupelo, Mississippi, July 14 and 15, 1864; at
Hatchie's Run, in September, I 864; and at
Nashville, Tennessee, December 15 and 16,
1864. Here Mr. Wetherell met with an accident, the bursting of a shell causing a permanent injury to his left ear, which resulted in total deafness in it and entitles him to a pension.
He took part also in the fight at Spanish Fort,
in 1865, after which he was taken sick, at Selma, Alabama. He recovered only in time to
join his regiment, and be mustered out with it,
after an arduous service, during which his gallantry was rewarded by promotion.
After the close of the war, Lieutenant Wetherell, with his father, purchased land in Lisbon,
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Iowa, and erected a comfortable home. After
seeing his parents made comfortable, he began
the life of a commercial traveler, and represented dry goods and notion houses for 21 years.
Mr. Wetherell bought his first land in 1860,
111 vVarren and Tama counties, Iowa.
On
April 1, 1882, he bought the land where he now
lives, in vVashington township, Black Hawk
County. His first purchase here was of 97
acres, which he has increased to 106 acres, and
he has the greater part of it under a fine state
of cultivation, having proved himself as good a
farmer as soldier or business man.
On November 6, 1859, Mr. Wetherell was
married to Anna E. Snyder, who was born in
Lancaster, Pennsylvania, and eight children
have been born to this union, of whom seven
are living, all of whom have been reared, and
some of whom have comfortable homes of their
own, with still another generation growing up
around them. The seven surv1v111g are as
follows: Kate, Frank S., Homer S., Olive,
Abigail M., Howard E. and Anna L. Kate
married Frank H. Gardner, of Reeheights,
South Dakota, and has three chilclren,Charles, Hugh and Margaret. Frank S. married Lottie St. John, of Janesville, Iowa, resides
in Chicago, and has two children-Mildred
and Cleora. Homer S. married Amarantha
Fountaine, and resides in Chicago. Olive
married Alva B. Coddington, of Waverly,
Bremer County, Iowa, and has two children,Herbert and Olive. Abigail M. is a trained
nurse, employed at the Baptist Hospital, Chicago. Howard E. is station agent of the
Chicago & Northwestern Railway Company, at
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Cavour, South Dakota. Anna L. is visiting in
California.
Mr. Wetherell has long been one of the
leading citizens of his township, a prime mover
in its agricultural, educational and social improvement. For some time he served as school
director and trustee, and is now the township
assessor. His political affiliation is with the
Republican party. Fraternally, he belongs to
Post No. 172, G. A. R., of Janesville, in Jackson township, Bremer County, which is near his
home, as his farm lies on the line between Bremer and Black Hawk counties. At present he
is adjutant of the post, and has been commander. He belongs to Lodge No. 585, I. 0.
0. F., of Janesville, and has passed all the
chairs, also in the Bremer Encampment, No.
194, I. 0. 0. F., of Janesville. Mr. Wetherell
thus stands as a representative citizen, loyal to
his country in its time of peril, honorable
throughout years of connection with commercial affairs, and progressive and public-spirited
in his community. He commands, as he deserves, the esteem of all who know him.

ILLIAM H. THOMAS, a leading
agriculturist of Black Hawk Couuty, who owns and occupies a fine
farm of 58 acres, the northeast
corner 111 section 6, of Cedar Falls township,
in section 6, township 89 north, range 13 west,
was born in Ohio, and is a son of Henry C.
and Eliza (Phillips) Thomas, being their only
child.
\i\Then a young man \i\Tilliam H. Thomas
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he took charge of a drug store at Hampton,
Iowa, where he continued for a similar period.
He next formed a partnership with his uncle
and under the firm name of C. 0. Lamson &
Company conducted a drug store at Anamosa
until 1896. After his marriage in the spring
of 1897, he came to Waterloo, where he has
since been engaged in business. With keen
foresight and good judgment he recognized
the opportunities presented for building on the
West Side in Waterloo, and immediately began
the construction of a number of new buildings.
The new Russell-Lamson Building, completed
in 1899, is the best equipped and one of the
largest office buildings in the city, and was
the very first to provide its tenants with pasLYDE ORRIN LAMSON, one of senger elevator service. He has identified himWaterloo's most progressive and self with numerous enterprises which have
public spirited business men, has aided materially in the upbuilding of the city,
always lived in the Hawkeye State, among them the electric light plant, which he
where he was born, at vVaverly, Iowa, in 1873. owns and operates. He is a director of The
He is a son of James Hiram and Cornelia Leavitt & Johnson National Bank and a stock(Davis) Lamson. His father, who is a resi- holder of the Black Hawk National Bank. He
dent of the city of Anamosa, was formerly en- is also a director of the Waterloo Motor Vv orks.
gaged in the harness business at that place, but Mr. Lamson is president of the J. S. Kemp
is now leading a retired life.
Manufacturing Company, which manufactures
While in his early youth, Clyde 0. Lam- fertilizing distributors, known as the "20.th
son accompanied his parents when they re- Century Distributors," and has the largest
moved from Waverly to Anamosa, and in the factory in the world of its kind. The Eastern
latter place received his education in the public factory is located at Newark Valley, New York,
and high schools. He then entered the State but is controlled by Waterloo citizens. Mr.
University of Iowa, at Iowa City, where he Lamson is secretary of the Waterloo Chamber
completed a course in pharmacy in 1894, and of Commerce and is an extensive land owner,
then accepted a position as prescription clerk both in the city and in the county. Although
with the Henderson Drug Company at Water- a man comparatively young in years, his operloo. After serving as such for about one year ations in the field of business have been exten-

moved to Cedar Rapids, Iowa, where he was
engaged in farming for some time, and then
moved to Cedar Falls by stage, and purchased
the land on which he now lives. Mr. Thomas
has a well cultivated farm, and takes great interest in keeping it equipped with modern improvements. Politically, he is a member of the
Republican party. Fraternally, he is a member
of the Knights of Pythias, the A. 0. U. W.,
. the K. 0. T. M., and the National Union.
Mr. Thomas was married to Rosa vVedlock
and five children were born to them, namely:
Henry, Silas, Harry, Jerry and Antoinette.
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-sive, and there are few who stand so high in
the public esteem.
Clyde 0. Lamson was married, in the spring
,of 1897, to Lillian Russell, a daughter of the
late Rensselaer and Caroline M. (Richards)
Russell. They reside in the old family home
built by Mr. Russell more than 40 years ago.
To this union have been born two children,Russell Orrin Lamson and Maxine Russell
Lamson. Politically, our subject is an un:swerving Republican, and has served two terms
:as alderman from the First Ward. Fraternally,
11e is a 32nd degree Mason, belonging tc, the
Waterloo Lodge, A. F. & A. M.; the Consistory of Des Moines; and El Kahir Temple of
the Mystic Shrine at Cedar Rapids. He also
belongs to the Waterloo Knights of Pythias
Lodge. He is a member and a most active supporter of St. Mark's Protestant Episcopal
Church of Waterloo, of which he is one of the
wardens.

m
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ORA CE G. ADAMS, editor and proprietor of the La Porte City Press,
was born in Freeport, Illinois, February 4, 1852, and is a son of Capt.
James C. and Mary (Currari) Adams.
Capt. James C. Adams was born at Newport, Orleans County, Vermont, and died at
La Porte City, Iowa, April 12, 1899, aged 69
years. He married Mary Curran, who was
born in New York, July 29, 1833, and now resides with her only child, Horace G., at La
Porte City. Captain Adams moved to Freeport, Illinois, in 1848, and later to Horicon,
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Wisconsin, where, in 1861, he enlisted in answer to the President's first call. After the expiration of the first three months' term, he reenlisted and became captain of Company C,
roth Reg. , ·wisconsin Vol. Inf. \¥ith his command, he participated in many of the most severe battles of the Civil War, including Chickamauga, Lookout Mountain and Perryville. After the war, he returned to Illinois and followed
farming until 1874, when he located in La
Porte City and engaged in business. He was a
stanch Republican in politics, and a member of
the G. A. R. Post of the city. For a considerable period, he was a member of the La Porte
City Improvement Company.
The subject of this sketch lived in Freeport, Illinois, until he reached the age of 20
years. He attended school and assisted on the
farm, and then took a position as brakeman on
the Chicago & Northwestern Railway. He
continued in railroad work for many years,
serving with several systems and in a number _
of States. He was on the Burlington, Cedar
Rapids & Northern road for 20 years, in Iowa,
Minnesota and South Dakota, in the station
service, his last seven years being _spent at Armstrong, Iowa; he resigned in 1899. He was
next engaged in the drug business at La Porte
City, and then purchased the La Porte City
Press, which he has since ably edited as an independent sheet.
Mr. Adams was first married to Cora A.
Berry, a native of Freeport, Illinois. His second marriage was to Edith Smith, on October
21, 1884. She was born at West Franklin,
Pennsylvania, September 1, 1862, and is a
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daughter of Charles W. and Susan (Allen)
Smith, both natives of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Adams is prominent in Masonry, being
a Knight Ternplar and Shriner. He is a Republican but believes in the free coinage of silver, and it is on these lines that his paper is
conducted.

[9

ENSSELAER RUSSELL, whose
death occurred November I I, 1896,
was one of the pioneer business men
and highly respected i;:itizens of Waterloo, Iowa, whither he came from his home in
the East as early as 1857. He was born in
Otsego County, New York, Jmie 18, 1828, and
was one of a family of IO children. He was
a son of William Russell, a grandson of John
Russell and John Garrett, and a great-grandson of John Johnson.
Among the passengers who came to this
country from England on board the ship with
Mr. Tunnicliff in 1758 were John Russell and
George Johnson, who were at that time young
men. John Russell was a carpenter by trade,
and was employed at once by Mr. Tunnicliff at
the "Oaks." A building was erected previous
to the building of the sawmill, and the lumber
for the house was all sawed by Mr. Russell with
a whip saw. He continued in the service of
Mr. Tunnicliff three years, and received · one
acre of land for each day's work. The land
thus purchased is located in the extreme western part of the town of Otsego, Otsego County,
New York, on the Otego Creek, and originally embraced 900 acres. There John Rus-
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sell continued to reside until his death in 1832.
He left eight children, and two of his sons,
William and Thomas, occupied the original land
purchased by their father until their decease,
the former dying March 16, · 1859, aged 72
years, three months and 10 days, ana the latter
dying December 5, 1857, aged 58 years. vVilliam Russell's wife was a daughter of John Garrett, who was a passenger on the vessel with
John Tunnicliff in I 758. John Garrett purchased a tract of land in the valley of the
Butternut Creek, and was the founder of Garrettsville, Otsego County. John Garrett and his
wife were taken prisoners by the Indians during the Revolution and were absent from their
Garrettsville home seven years, being prisoners
at Montreal. At the time of their capture, as
they saw the Indians approach the cabin, Mrs.
Garrett seized her clock and silverware, fled
out the back door and concealed the silver under an inverted pig trough, while the clock was
thrown hastily under the garden fence, where
they were found on their return from captivity.
A gill of corn a day were the rations given them
by the Indians, and of this they managed to
save much for their three children. On their
return, they had to rebuy their farm from the
government.
In the fall of 1857 Mr. Russell came West
to Waterloo, Iowa, with his wife and daughter,
Genevieve, from Oneida County, New York.
They first occupied a house on Jefferson street
near the present crossing of the Chicago Great
vVestern Railway. The house in which he died
and which is still standing was built in 1861.
In 1857 and for two years following Mr. Rus-
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sell was associated with Martin H. Moore in
the banking business. When the First National Bank of Waterloo was opened, Mr. Russell transferred his banking interests to that
organization and engaged in the real estate business very extensively. He was subsequently
engaged in the wholesale and retail grocery
business for a time, finally closing it out in
1876. He acquired a great deal of property in
and about Waterloo, and much of his time during the later years of his life was consumed in
looking after his extensive real estate interests
in Waterloo. The building well known as the
Russell Building was erected by. him in 1860,
and for a great many years the large room on
the third floor was the only hall of sufficient
siz;e and suitability for large public gatherings
in the city. He was a man of enterprise and
public spirit, and labored zealously to advance
the interests of the community.
Mr. Russell was united in marriage in 1853
with Caroline M. Richrads, and to them were
born two daughters: Genevieve, who died in
1862 at the age of six years; and Lillian, who
after the death of her mother in 1887 continued
to be the companion of her father until he was
called to his final rest. In the spring of 1897,
Lillian Russell became the wife of Clyde Orrin
Lamson, one of the respected citizens of Waterloo, a record of whose life appears elsewhere
in thi5 work. Mr. Russell became a member of
the vestry of St. Mark's Protestant Episcopal
Church on May 4, 1858, and at the time of his
death was serving in the capacity of senior
warden. His death brought deep regret to his
fellow citizens and lifelong associates. He was
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held in the highest esteem by all with whom he
was associated. He was a man of sterling
qualities, perfectly honorable and upright in his
dealing with all people. He was of a genial
disposition and it was always a pleasure to
him to meet and converse with the old settlers
of Waterloo.

H. BICKLEY, M. D., secretary of
the Black Hawk County Medical
Society, is engaged in the general
practice of his profession at Waterloo and is meeting with success.
Dr. Bickley was born in Waterloo in 1876,
and is a son of E. G. and Arabella (Schrock)
Bickley, and a grandson of E. K. Bickley. The
grandfather was born at Meyersdale, Somerset
County, Pennsylvania, and in 1859 came West
to Black Hawk County, Iowa, locating in Orange township. Two years later, he brought
his family to this county and here he followed
farming and stock raising the remainder of his
life, dying in 1893, at the age of 81 years.
E. G. Bickley was also born in Somerset
County, Pennsylvania, and came West with his
father in 1861. He, too, followed farming in
Orange township, and now resides in \i\Taterloo with his son. In religious faith he is a Dun'.kard, his father having been a leader in the old
Dunkard Church. Mrs. Arabella (Schrock)
Bickley was born at Lexington, Pennsylvania,
and died in this county in 1900, aged 46 years.
Her father was a business man of Chicago, Illi1:_ois; although burned out in the great fire of
1871 , he continued in business there for some
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A. DUGANE, president and manyears afterward. One son and one daughter
ager of the Waterloo & C~dar Falls
were born to E. G. Bickley and his wife, nameUnion Mill Company, and a promly: W. H. and Alice, who is now living at
inent citizen of Cedar Falls, Iowa,
borne.
Dr. W. H. Bickley received his early educa- was born .February 22, 1846, in Albany, New
tion in the public and high schools of Waterloo, York, and is a son of Andrew and Eliza (Davgraduating from the latter with the class of is) Dugane, who reared a family of six chil1894. Deciding on a professional career he dren.
The subject of this sketch was reared and
~ntered the medical department of the State
University of Iowa, where he studied two educated in his native place. He became in_years; he then attended the Missouri Homeo- terested in the milling busines in 1866 and has
pathic College, at St. Louis, graduating in been a resident of Cedar Falls and engaged in
1899. He pursued a post graduate course in the milling business since 1884. The Waterloo
the New York Homeopathic College and Hos- & Cedar Falls Union Mill Company was organpital, and received a degree in 1900. He spent ized in April, 1900, and has a capital stock of
two years in New York City, and in the fall of $500,000. Its out-put is high grade flour, mill
1901 again returned to his home in Waterloo, feed, corn meal, pearl barley and breakfast food,
where he has built up a fine practice, maintain- and it deals in grain and rolled oats. It owns
ing offices in the Crippen-McSt ay Building on six mills, and controls the water power in both
Jefferson street. He is one of the 45 charter Waterloo and Cedar Falls. The capacity of
members of the Black Hawk County Medical the mills is 1,200 barrels a day, and 40 emSociety, of which he efficiently fills the posi- ployees are required.
The present officers of the Waterloo & Cetion of secretary.
Dr. Bickley was united in marriage with dar Falls Union Mill Company are: W. A.
Beulah B. Bickley, of St. Louis, Missouri, who Dugane, president; Perry Lane, vice-president;
although bearing the same name, is not a rela- and Vv. L. Illingworth, secretary. The board
tive. She comes of a prominent Southern fam- of directors includes, in addition to the officers
ily, the city of Vicksburg, Mississippi, having just named, these well known capitalists: J.
been named after her maternal ancestor, Mer- W. Richards, C. 0. Balliett, W. W. Miller,
ritt Vick, who was a large land owner in the Charles McElhinney, John H. Leavitt, C. A.
vicinity of Vicksburg. Fraternally, Dr. Bick- Wise and F. D. Pierce.
The subject of this sketch is a veteran of
ley is a member of the medical college fraternity,-Phi Alpha Gamma. Religiously, he the Civil War. He enlisted in August, 1862,
and his family are members of the Progressive in the 1 rnth Regiment, New York Vol. Inf...
Brethren Church. The family home is at No. which was raised in Oswego, New York. and
was commanded by Col. D. C. Littlej hn. It
927 West Fourth street.

JAMES H. CARPENTER
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was in the Third Brigade, under General Emery, of the 19th Army Corps, under General
Banks. Mr. Dugane served three years and
one month, and was mustered out as orderly
sergeant of Company F.
In 1876 Mr. Dugane was united in marriage
with Anna M. Barstow and they have one son,
William Barstow. Mr. and Mrs. Dugane reside in one of the most beautiful homes in Cedar Falls, and take part in much of the pleasant
social life of the city. They belong to the
Presbyterian Church.
Politically, Mr. Dugane is a Republican.
Fraternally, he is a Knight Templar and an
Elk. Besides being one of the prominent and
representative business men of Cedar Falls, he
is also a public spirited, progressive and highly
esteemed citizen.

11

AMES H. CARPENTER, deceased,
whose portrait accompanies this
sketch, was a pioneer settler, and was
long numbered among the good farmers and highly respected citizens of Black Hawk
Countv, Iowa. Mr. Carpenter was born September 15, r8r5, and was a son of Peter and
Catherine (Patterson) Carpenter.
Under his maternal grandfather, James
Patterson, the subject of this sketch learned
the turner's trade, at which he worked until he
moved to Iowa, in 1854,after which his life was
mainly devoted to agriculture. From the age
of 10 years he supported' himself. He learned
his trade when he was about r6 years old, followed it in Pennsylvania and Ohio and became
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a first class mechanic. He turned many fuses
which were later used in the Mexican War, his
skill bringing him constant employment and excellent wages for those days. His widow still
possesses a sample of his handiwork, a wonderfully perfect piece of mechanism considering the
imperfect tools at command at that time. In
December, 1854, he moved to Dubuque, Iowa,
where he resided until 1865, when he settled
in section 25, Orange township, Black Hawk
County, and purchased three So-acre tracts to
which he subsequently added So acres more;
it is now owned by his widow and sons. This
land he cultivated until two years before his
death, which took place February 8, 1894.
On October 22, 1840, Mr. Carpenter was
married to Ann Scroggy, who was born July
6, 1815, in Burlington County, New Jersey, and
is a daughter of Job R. and Elizabeth (Dalton)
Scroggy. Her grandfather was a soldier in
the Revolutionary War, and her father paid a
substitute for service in the War of 1812. The
Scroggy and Dalton families originated' in Ireland and were early settlers in New Jersey. Mr.
and Mrs. Carpenter had eight children, as follows: William L., a veteran of the Civil War;
James Samson, who died in 1861; Catherine,
deceased; Elizabeth, wife of A. A. Allen; David
Hawkins; Esther L., deceased, wife of E. A.
Lutes ; and Abram and Israel (twins), the former of whom died at the age of three months
and three clays.
Mr. Carpenter and' his family were always
worthy members of the Methodist Church. In
politics, the father was a Republican. He was
a man of great industry, and of exemplary life
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and character. He was very highly respected
by all who knew him, and had many friends
throughout Orange township. His venerable
widow still survives, and is one of the most intelligent and well informed ladies of her neighborhood, still intent on performing kind actions
for those around her, and insisting on taking
part in the household duties. She is in possession of all her faculties and' it is a treat to hear
her stories of the early days of pioneer life on
the plains, in the early settlement of Black
Hawk County.

m

ARL MEIER, a respected citizen and
excellent farmer of Barclay township,
Black Hawk County, who is the owner of 222 acres of cultivated land,
was born May 10, 1845, in Prussia, Germany,
and is a son of Joseph and Elizabeth (Kohn)
Meier.
Joseph Meier and his wife were natives of
Germany, where they passed their lives as
farmers; the father died in 1867, and the mother, in 1872. They had a large family, as follows: John; Theresa; Nora and Mary, deceased; Joseph, a farmer of Barclay township;
Karl; Theodore; August; Fred and Elizabeth,
deceased; and Frank, who is a farmer of Poyner township. Those not mentioned as living
in Black Hawk County are in Germany.
Karl Meier attended the schools of his native land and, although not able to read in English, is a fair German scholar, reading and
writing the German language fluently and cor-

rectly. In 1869, he left his home for America,
and located in Freeport, Stephenson County, Illinois, where he worked for two
Then he went to
months on a farm.
There he secured
Des Moines, Iowa.
work on railroad construction, but later
came to Black Hawk County and, with his
brother, purchased a tract of 160 acres, which,
although it was but wild land, was so well situated that they paid $25 an acre for it. Mr.
Meier now has a fine home, and one of the
best cultivated farms in the township, and has
made a great many substantial improvements.
He does a very large dairy business, and raises
oats, corn, hay, fine cattle and horses and many
hogs.
On June I, 1875, Mr. Meier married Kate
Muehlenhoff, who was born in Prussia, Germany, and is a daughter of Joseph and Elizabeth Muehlenhoff, who lived and died in their
native land. Seven children have been born to
Mr. and Mrs. Meier, namely: Joseph J., a
farmer of Barclay township, who married Kate
Muehlenhoff, and has one child,-Laura; Frank
T.; August W.; Lizzie M.; Henry William;
Annie T.; and Kate M. All of them have been
well schooled, and reflect credit upon their parents and upon the community. The family belong to St. Francis' Catholic Church.
Politically, Mr. Meier is a Democrat. He has
always been a very hard-working man, and is
coming now to the time when he can begin to
rest, and enjoy the fruits of his years of industry. His reputation is that of a good citizen, a kind neighbor and an honest man.

m
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A VID T. WILLIAMS, one of the
representative farmers of Orange
township, Black Hawk County, who
resides on a fine farm of 320 acres in
the south half of section 17, was born in Clinton County, Iowa, March 31, 1854, and is a
son of ~obert and Lettis (Thompson) Williams.
The father of our subject was born in New
York and the mother in Indiana. They came
to Iowa in the spring of 1846, the year in which
it became a State. Mr. ·Williams purchased
160 acres of wild land in Clinton County, and
80 acres of timber land in Jackson County. He
improved his property and lived upon it for 16
years, when he sold it advantageousl y and
moved to De Witt. Four years later he removed to Henry County, near Mount Pleasant and
later to Waterloo, where he now lives a retired
life. Mr. and Mrs. Williams passed through
pioneer hardships but have survived them all
and are permitted to enjoy the evening of life
in the midst of plenty, with their descendants
about them. Their four children were: Jane,
wife of John White, of Garden Grove, California; Mary; David T., our subject, and Ella.
They are most worthy members of the Baptist
Church. In political sympathy Mr. Williams
is a Republican and still takes much interest in
public affairs.
David T. ·Williams was educated in the pubof Clinton County and the graded
schools
lic
schools at De Witt and Mount Pleasant. He
then spent three years breaking prairie in the
western part of the State, after which he came
to Black Hawk County, and rented land of his
father for three years. Then he went to Grundy
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County and purchased a farm there which he
operated for 19 years. Returning to Black
Hawk County, he bought his present fine farm
of W. A. Breaniger. Mr. Williams engages
in general farming and stock raising and
keeps 12 milch cows, whose product he sells
to the Orange Creamery. He is a practical,
well informed farmer, who uses the best of
modern machinery and modern methods and
enjoys a large measure of prosperity.
In 1880, Mr. Williams married Jane Rupp,
who is a daughter of Gideon and Elizabeth
(Robison) Rupp, the former born in Ohio, and
the latter, in Indiana. They have four children:
Elmer R., May, Amy and Alta. They are
Dunkards, while the mother is a member of the
Church of God, all worthy Christian people.
Mr. Williams is a stanch Republican. He
takes much interest in educational matters and
has served as school director. His reputation
in his neighborhood is that of a man of sterling integrity and a farmer of excellent agricultural ability.

[I

T. COWIN, one of the best known of
Waterloo's public spirited citizens, is
a lawyer by profession, but in recent
years has devoted his attention prinhis private interests. He is a large
to
cipally
real estate owner, and is identified with many
quasi-public enterprises.
Mr. Cowin was born near Cleveland, Ohio,
and was reared on a farm in Cuyahoga County,
obtaining his early mental training in the common schools. He later attended Cornell Col-
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lege at Mount Vernon, Iowa, and the University of Michigan at Ann Harbor. At the age
of 16 years he enlisted in Company A, 177th
Reg., Ohio Vol. Inf., attached to the 22nd
Army Corps, which was first under the command of General Schofield, and later under
the command of General Cox. He served in
the army one year. He was admitted to the
bar at Cleveland, Ohio, and soon after on June
28, 1870, removed to Waterloo, Black Hawk
County, Iowa, where he opened a law office.
His success in the practice of his profession was
good, and he soon numbered among his clients
many of the prominent business men and companies of the city. As his practice increased, he
made safe investments in property and commercial enterprises, to such an extent that of
late years he has given his attention almost
wholly to his own interests. He is president of
the Cedar River Park Association, under whose
auspices the Chautauqua is yearly held. He is
secretary of the Waterloo Improvement Company, of which Judge Platt is president, C. 0.
Balliett, vice-president, and J. W. Krapfel
treasurer. Mr. Cowin has been interested in
this company since its inception in 1885, and
it now owns and conducts the Logan House,
the oldest hotel of importance in the city. He
is secretary and treasurer of the Lafayette
Building Company, which commenced the construction of the Lafayette Building in April,
1902, and completed it in August, 1903. This
is the largest and best equipped office building
in the city, and is owned by Martha E. Smith,
E. T. Cowin, A. W. Raffa and Frank J. Fow1er. Mr. Cowin is a member and director of

the Board of Trade of Waterloo, of which he
was secretary for many years, and is a director of the \Vaterloo Building & Loan Association, with which he has been identified since
its organization, serving for some years as vicepresident. This was the first institution of the
kind in the county. The subject of this sketch
has devoted much attention to the beautifying
and improvement of Waterloo, and was the first
advocate of the parking system for the streets
of the city. After the passage of the ordinance
by the City Council, he was the first to put in
curbing, and was laughed at by many who could
not forsee the benefit it has since been to the
city. With Lewis Lichty, he induced the Council to regulate the planting of trees along the
streets and properties, which resulted in great
improvement.
Mr. Cowin and his family reside in a beautiful home on the West Side in Waterloo. His
wife is a native of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, and
a woman of estimable character, loved by all
who know her. They have one son, Rhey N.,
who is attending Cornell College, and also have
an adopted child. Fraternally, Mr. Cowin is a
Mason and a member of the Knights of Pythias, and Grand Army of the Republic.

EORGE F. JOHNSON, a member of
the Board of County Supervisors of
BlackHawk County,and a prominent
farmer of Lincoln township, is the
owner of a fine farm of 240 acres, situated in
section 1 I. He also owns 80 acres more in
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section 36, Black Hawk township. He was
born in Grundy County, Iowa, February 7,
1872, and is a son of Peter N. and Martha
(Holmes) Johnson.
Peter N. Johnson was born in Denmark,
followed farming all his life, and died when
his son George was about 18 months old. Little is known of his ancestry. His wife was
born in England.
George F. Johnson was his parents' only
child. Be obtained his mental training in the
public schools of Black Hawk County and
Waterloo, and attended the Waterloo Commercial College. He also had some educational
experience in Nebraska, and then went to England in 1881. Upon his return, he settled again
in Black Hawk County, where he has since resided. Mr. Johnson carries on mixed farming
and makes a specialty of stock feeding, having
large herds of Polled Angus cattle and fine
Shire horses. In 1894, Mr. Johnson built his
present fine residence of 13 rooms and a barn
56 by 60 feet, in size, with 16 foot posts.
Mr. Johnson was married January 17, 1895,
to Alice E. Klingaman, who is a daughter of
S. L. Klingaman, of Orange township. They
have two children,-Ralph V. and Ovacla M.
Mrs. Johnson is a consistent member of the
Brethren Church, while Mr. Johnson favors the
Baptist denomination in which he was reared.
In politics, Mr. Johnson is a Democrat. He
has been frequently called upon to serve his
township and county in responsible offices, has
served as school director and since the fall of
1903 has been a member of the Board of County Supervisors. He is connected with a number
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of the business enterprises of this section, being vice-president of the Waterloo Live Stock
Commission Company, and of the Hudson
Lumber Company. Mr. Johnson is very well
known and is highly regarded as an honorable
man and first class citizen. Fraternally, he is
affiliated with Hudson Lodge, No. 526, I. 0.
0. F., and is a member of Waterloo Lodge of
Elks, No. 290.

•

(i

ROMAS F. CONRY, a well known
farmer of Eagle township, Black
Hawk County, who owns a fine farm
of 160 acres in section 19, belongs to
a prominent pioneer family of this locality. He
was born August 7, 1855, near Buffalo, New
York, and is a son of James and Catherine·
(Mahar) Conry.
James Conry was born in County Longford,.
Ireland, May 6, 1831, and is a son of Daniel
and Eliza (Kelley) Conry, who were farming
people in their native land, renting property
from English landlords. · Daniel and Eliza
Conry had five children,-John, James, Bridget, Thomas and Patrick. They and their descendants all belonged to the Catholic Church.
James Conry came to America in 1848, and
settled at first in Westchester County, New
York, where he remained one season, working
on a farm for $6 per month, and then returned
to New York and from there went to Montrose,
Pennsylvania. There he worked for four years
in a tannery, but having secured a position on a
railway line running between Buffalo and Corn-
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ing, he removed to Livingston County, New
York. He worked as track foreman on this
part of the Erie Railroad until he removed to
Dubuque, Iowa, where he continued in railroad work, and also engaged in farming. Before he settled down permanently in Iowa, he
spent a short time in Illinois, and was then located in Dubuque for about eight years, coming to Black Hawk County in 1869. He purchased a farm in Eagle township, to which he
added until he owned almost 1,000 acres of
land in Eagle and Lincoln townships. Previous
to retiring to Waterloo, he divided the larger
part of his property with his children. Since
1898, he has not been actively engaged.
In 1852, James Conry married Catherine
Mahar, who ·was born in Susquehanna County,
Pennsylvania, and is a daughter of Thomas and
Winnifred (Ryan) Mahar. The children of
this marriage were, as follows: James E., who
is represented in this work; Thomas F.; Elizabeth ; John L. ; Ellen ; Mary ; Daniel P., also
represented in this volume; Anna; ·William and
Frank. Politically, Mr. Conry has always
been a Democrat, but he is in no way prejudiced, and has, on occasion, cast a vote for a
Republican candidate when he felt assured that
the man was bigger than his party.
Thomas F. Conry accompanied his father
to Black Hawk County, and remained at home
until he was 26years of age, having farmed for
himself for about three years. About 1881 he
purchased his present farrn,-a part of it from
a Mr. Cranney,- and has devoted his attention to general farming and the raising of fine
stock. He has made many improvements here,

including the building of a handsome residence,
and a substantial barn, 48 by 64 feet in dimensions, and has set out orchards and groves.
In 1885, Mr. Conry married Mary F.
Sweeney, a sister of his brother's wife. They
have a family of five children, namely: Walter F., Clarence L., Amy A., Ethel M. and
Earl J.
Mr. Conry, like the other members of his
family, is a consistent member of the Catholic
Church. Politically, he is a Democrat, and is
serving as school treasurer. In addition to being one of the excellent agriculturists of his
section, he is identified with several successful
business enterprises, being a stockholder in the
Farmers' Metual Fire Insurance Company of
Black Hawk County, and also in the Voorhies Cooperative Telephone Association.

llII

ATHEW MAYES, a substantial citizen and extensive farmer of Black
Hawk County, Iowa, owns a fine
farm of 320 acres in section 29,
Big Creek township. He was born in Logan
county, Ohio, November 28, 1852, and is a
son of Thomas L. and Deborah (Patterson)
Mayes.
Thomas L. Mayes was born in Perry County, Pennsylvania, on January 9, 1818, and died
on the farm of his son, Mathew, September 6,
1886, aged 68 years. In young manhood, he
went to Logan County, Ohio, where he engaged
in farming, and was married. In 1859 he
traded off his farm in Ohio for the Iowa place,
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paying at the rate of $r.25 an acre. The land
at present would bring $100 per acre. Since
his father's death, Mathew Mayes bought the
160 acres adjoining the original farm, for which
he was obliged to pay at the rate of $50 per
acre. The Mayes family came by cars as far
as Cedar Rapids, and thence by boat to La
Porte City, shipping the uprights for their new
home from Cedar Rapids. After leav_ing Pennsylvania, where he was a tanner, Thomas L.
Mayes followed farming exclusively. He supported the Republican party and was chosen to
fill various local offices. He was one of the
founders of the Presbyterian Church at La
Porte City, hired the first preacher, and served
many years as an elder. He was thrice married. One of the three children of his first union
still survives. One of the offspring of his
third marriage, Mrs. Mary Nutt, of Big Creek
township, also survives. The children resulting
from his union with Deborah Patterson, who
was born in Pennsylvania, and died in Ohio,
were as follows: William, of La Porte City;
Mrs. Rebecca Knowles, who died at Grand
Junction, Colorado; John, and Mathew.
The subject of this sketch was a babe of
three weeks when his mother passed away, and
a lad of seven years, when the family moved to
the farm in Big Creek township. He recalls
without difficulty the conditions which then existed, and is justly proud of the great changes
which have been effected on this property
through the industry and good management of
his father and himself. He carries on general
farming and stock raising, and feeds a great
-amount of stock, averaging 40 head of cattle,
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150 head of hogs of the Duroc-J ersey breed, .
and turns off a number of first class work
horses, of the Percheron Norman blood. He
makes something of a specialty of corn, hay
and oats, having So acres in corn, 60 acres in
oats and the rest in hay. His excellent methods
have resulted in success, his farm probably
bringing in as much return as any other in the
township. He is surrounded with all the comforts of life, and is a respected and valued citizen.
In 1891, Mr. Mayes was married to Gertrude McBride, who was born August 18, 1866,
in Iowa County, Iowa. She is a daughter of
Thomas H. and Mary (Cliff) McBride, the
former of whom was born in Missouri, and the
latter, in Ohio. One son, Thomas 0., has
been born to them.

AMUEL WATTERS, one of the prosperous and substantial farmers of
Black Hawk County, Iowa, owns a
fine farm of 280 acres in sections 27
and 28, Black Hawk township. Mr. Watters
was born near Cedar Rapids, Linn County,
Iowa, June 16, 1857, and is a son of Daniel
and Mary (Snyder) Watters.
Daniel Watters and his wife were born in
Pennsylvania, and came to Iowa in 1855. Leaving Pittsburg, after 16 days and 17 nights of
travel by boat, they reached Muscatine, Iowa.
The father purchased about 70 acres of land
in Linn County, which he farmed until 1868,
when he removed to Black Hawk County.
Here he bought a tract of 107¼ acres, situ-
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ated in sections 27 and 34, Black Hawk township, and this he successfully operated until
1888, when he retired from active work. Mr.
Watters has been a leading citizen of his locality and enjoys the esteem of his fellow citizens. For many years he has been a prominent
member of the German Baptist Church. His
wife died in 1883, aged 52 years. The second
marriage of Daniel Watters was to Sarah McCarthy, widow of the late John McCarthy.
Daniel Watters was the father of 13 children,
namely: Lucy, Anna, Samuel, Henry R., Jacob S., Christian (deceased), William, John
, David J., Charles, Wesley, Mary Jane and
Sarah C.
Samuel Watters attended the schools of
Linn County during the family's residence
there, and completed his schooling in Black
Hawk County. His business has always been
of an agricultural character. After gaining
sufficient practical experience with his father,
he purchased, in 1889, a farm of 175 acres in
section 28, and has added 1:o his first purchase
until he now owns 280 acres, a part of which is
located in section 27. Mr. Watters is an agriculturist with modern methods and progressive
ideas. He makes a specialy of graded stock,
and owns registered animals of great value,
several of these being well known to stockmen
as "McClintock, 192,752," and "Gable Hopeful," the latter being one of the finest English
stallions ever brought into Iowa. He raises
numbers of Poland-China hogs and Cotswold
sheep. His leading crops are corn and oats,
with some hay. His land is well watered and
fertile, and is adapted to both general farming

and grazmg.
Mr. Watters has not spared
money in making fine improvements on the
place, erecting a handsome residence in 1902,
at a cost of $3,000 and a commodious grain and
stock barn, 48 by 64 feet in dimensions. The
other buildings are entirely adequate and his
surroundings indicate the highest degree of
thrift and solid comfort.
In l 879, Mr. Watters married Susannah
Strayer, who is a daughter of Joseph Strayer,.
one of the early settlers of Black Hawk township. They have had seven children, as follows: Daniel A., who died in infancy, while·
his parents were visiting in Cambria County,
Pennsylvania; Emma E.; Charles R.; Leroy;
Iola V.; Earl S. and David R. Mrs. Waters is
a member of the Progressive Brethren Church.
In politics, Mr. Watters is a stanch Republican. He has most satisfactorily filled such
township offices as school director and road
supervisor for three years, but beyond that has
aspired to no political honors. As a first class
citizen, he has cast his influence in the direction
of those movements which, in his opinion, have
been for the best interests of the township and
is considered one of its representative men.

m

ON. LOUIS 0. ROBINSON, exmayor of Cedar Falls, and owner of ·
the largest dry goods establishment in the city, was born in Cedar Falls,
Iowa, November 30, 1865, and is a son of
Peter S. and Sarah J. ( Young) Robinson.
The parents of Mr. Robinson reared a £am- -

EARLL BARBER
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ily of four children, of whom one is deceased.
The father was a carpenter and builder who had
charge of a large portion of the construction
work done in Cedar Falls for many years.
Louis 0. Robinson completed his education
in Cedar Falls, finishing from the High School.
His whole business life has been of a mercantile character, his beginning being in the capacity of clerk in a local dry goods store, where
he remained for several years, becoming thoroughly acquainted in this way with all the details of the trade, before embarking in it for
himself. In 1892 he opened up his present extensive line of dry goods, carpets, cloaks, fine
fabrics and notions, at No. 301 Main street,
his stock being valued at $25,000. It is not
only the largest but the most complete and carefully selected stock in the city and includes
goods to suit every taste and purse. He employs IO salespeople and has equipped his establishment with all the conveniences the modern shopper requires.
On the 26th of June, 1890, Mr. Robinson
was united in marriage with Julia Robinson
and they have two sons,-Stoddard M. and
Richard A. The family belong to the Methodist Episcopal Church of Cedar Falls.
In politics, Mr. Robinson is an ardent Republican, and in 1891 was elected on that party's
ticket to the honorable position of mayor of
Cedar Falls. During his administration in
1891-2, many reforms took place in municipal
affairs and he demonstrated fully that he was a
man of determined and persistent purpose.
Fraternally, Mr. Robinson is connected with
the leading organizations, is a Mason, Knight
41

Templar and Shriner; is also a Knight of Pythias, an Elk, a Woodman and a member of the·
Ancient Order of United Workmen. In 1904
he was elected president of the Business and
Traveling Men's Association.

[I

ARLL BARBER, whose busy, usefur
life closed at his home in Waterloo,.
Iowa, on September 13, 1896, had
been a prominent citizen for a number of years, actively engaged in the drug,
business.
Mr. Barber, whose portrait accompanies,
this sketch, was born at Boston, Erie County,
New York, in 1852, and was the youngest son
of Dr. Philo J . and Fidelia (Chamberlain)i
Barber.
Dr. Philo J. Barber, was born near Utica,.
Oneida County, New York, December 25, 1806,
the sixth member of a family of 11 children resulting from the union of Zacheus and Anna
(Toby) Barber, who were natives of Canada.
and early settlers in the Empire State. Philo
was reared on his father's farm, attended the·
local schools and later enjoyed academic advantages at Hamilton, New York. He then·
taught school for several terms before beginning the study of medicine under the tutelage
of Dr. Rakin,-of Stockbridge, New York. In
due course of time he graduated from Fairfield
Medical College, and entered upon the practice
of his profession at Stockbridge, where he remained three years and then removed to Erie
County, New York. Dr. Barber continued irr
practice there until 1858, when he came to,
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Waterloo, Iowa, just five years after the location of the first physician in the hamlet. Thus
Dr. Barber was one of the pioneers of the medical profession in Waterloo and became its Nestor, continuing in practice until the age of 76
years. After a few years of retirement, he died
in February, 1887. In 1833 he had married
Fidelia Chamberlain, who was born in 1805, in
Madison County, New York, and was a daughter of James F. Chamberlain, a well known
manufacturer of cotton and woolen goods. Her
death occurred also in 1887, in her 81st year.
She had enjoyed with her venerable husband
the celebration of their golden wedding, in
1883. They had four children, viz: Versalia,
wife of ex-Governor Horace Boies, of Iowa;
Leveret, of Kossuth County, Iowa; Leroy, deceased; and Earll.
The late Earll Barber was six years old
when the family reached Waterloo, having made
the journey by rail to Independence, and the
remaining distance by stage. As a boy he attended the Waterloo schools and was then
noted as a close, painstaking and thorough
student. For two years he applied himself to
the study of medicine in his father's office, and
then entered the drug store of Griffin & Logan
as clerk. He remained with this firm for some
time and then went to Vinton, where he remained a year in the drug store of Dr. Griffin.
Then a business transaction was consummated
whereby Harvey Shutts and Mr. Barber became owners of the drug stock of Griffin &
Logan, in 1872-73. In 1878 they moved into
a store on Bridge street, Waterloo, and continued together in business until 1888, when Mr.

Barber bought his partner's interest and conducted the business alone until the time of his
decease. In 1891 he removed from Bridge to
Commercial street, where his business was located until the close of his life.
Earll Barber was a man of earnest,
thoughtful character, seemingly equipped by
Nature with abilities which might have led
him to positive success in many diverging lines.
He was appar,ently thoroughly posted on alomst
every subject, discovery, biography, travel, public matters, in fact all things, but giving the
most of his attention to scientific discoveries.
He studied closely and experimented, and thus
obtained a practical knowledge of many subjects which the general student only knows
He was an expert electrician,
theoretically.
had arranged a telephone contime
one
at
and
nection with his home with attachments which
would have attracted the attention of the trade
if they had been brought to its notice. He also
made a study of sanitary plumbing, and probably no one in Waterloo was better posted in
this branch of building. It was his habit to
make, every year, a thorough research on some
special subject, and in this way new discoveries
in science opened up for him continual wells of
delight. · This careful habit of mind was carried into every branch of his business, making
him one of the most reliable pharmacists of
this city. A season spent in California in 1888
yielded him much enjoyment and gave him
needed rest, but Mr. Barber may be said to
have died at his post, as he was attending to his
business on Friday and passed away on the
succeeding Sunday.
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In June, 1878, Mr. Barber was united in
marriage with Florence Harkness, the accomplished daughter of Joseph and Herma (Johnson) Harkness, and one of their three surviving
children. To this marriage was born one daughter, Clara, an intellectual and lovely girl, a
graduate of the Waterloo High School, and a
favorite in every circle. Her lamented death
took place on March 15, 1904. In this connection we quote the following words from Dr.
J. 0. Stevenson: "She was a combination of
aspiration, spiritually, and weakness, physically.
Her struggle for life could not be appreciated
by those who are strong and well. She dreamed
her dreams and' cherished her hopes, as all do
who are young,-how much no one can tell.
She saw those dreams vanish, those hopes fade,
and at times she chafed against life's limitations. No one but one situated somewhat as
she was can comprehend the effort made, or the
weariness of soul that accompanies the pain of
body."
The death of Mr. Barber removed from
Waterloo one of those citizens whose place can
scarcely be filled. He was a valued member of
the Board of Trade, and had always been an
active worker for the advancement of \i\Taterloo's prosperity. Known alike to rich and poor,
he was esteemed' by all, and many and touching
were the expressions relative to the general loss.
Many prominent families were represented at
his funeral obsequies, among these being those
of Hon. Horace Boies, a relative, and ~mmons
Johnson.
Mrs. Barber,' thus doubly bereaved, still
survives and resides in a beautiful home at

No. 520 West Fourth street. Waterloo is
justly noted for its charming and intellectual
women, and Mrs. Barber is a worthy representative of this element. She is a charter member
of the Ladies' Literary Society, which was organized in April, 1878; she belongs also to the
Fortnightly Club, a noted and exclusive organization of Waterloo. She is a leading member also of the Congregational Church.

(J

AMES VAUGHAN, deceased, who
was one of the pioneers of Black Ha wk
County, Iowa, was an extensive land
owner and business man and recognized throughout the county as one of its most
influential men. He was a man of great means
at the time of his demise, all of it having been
earned through his own individual efforts.
Mr. Vaughan was born in Monmouthshire,
Wales, November 6, 1831, and was the seventh
of IO children born to James and Catherine
Vaughan. He left his native country for America at the age of 16 years, and first located in
Philadelphia. Thence he removed to Hamilton
County, Ohio, where for a period of three years
he was employed as a farm laborer. In 1850
his parents also came to this country with their
children, the father dying of cholera two weeks
after his arrival in Hamilton County, Ohio.
The mother survived her husband until 1871,
when she died in Henderson County, Illinois.
Of their children, Mary, the eldest, died in
Wales; Rachel died in infancy; Catherine resides in Wales; Rachel, named after her deceased sister, resides in Indiana; George died in
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Waterloo in 1883; Mathew, Charles and Rhoda
reside in Henderson Co1tnty, Illinois.
James Vaughan removed from Ohio to
Henderson County, Illinois, where he resided
on a farm until March, 1869, and then settled
in Black Hawk County, Iowa. vVith some
small capital which he had acquired through
industry and frugality, he bought a tract of
prairie land. He set about its cultivation with
a will and in a short time had it on an earning
basis. From time to time he added to his
holdings and at the time of his death was the
owner of 820 acres of valuable farm land, 180
acres being located in section 7, Eagle township,
and the remainder in sections 12 and 13, Lincoln township. This farm remains intact at
the present time and in the possession of the
Vaughan family.
James Vaughan was married in Henderson
County, Illinois, April 19, 1855, to Emily P.
Redman, who was born in that county May 23,
1836, and in a daughter of Col. Reason and
Nancy P. Redman. Her father served in the
War of 1812, having command of a regiment
under General William Henry Harrison. He
was one of the pioneers of Burlington, Iowa,
and was the first postmaster of that place. He
built the first frame house in the then village of
Burlington. He also established a steam ferry
across the Mississippi River there at an early
day. His death occurred at Burlington, June
15, 1837, and his wife died in Henderson
County, Illinois, December 15, 1861. James
Vaughan and his wife became parents of
the following children: Mary M., wife of
Richard Holmes, a capitalist, of Waterloo;

James R., a banker of Waterloo, a sketch of
whose life appears elsewhere in this work;
Jennie C., wife of Clinton A. Petrie, an extensive farmer of Lincoln and Eagle townships;
Ellsworth vV., who died in infancy; Lizzie, wife
of James Loonan, a large farmer of Orange
township; Nora M., wife of George H. Sayer, Superintendent of the Osage schools; and
Mathew C., Arthur C and William G., manufacturers of Waterloo. Mr. Vaughan died at
his home in this county on June 18, 1899. His
widow now resides on Park avenue in the city
of Vv aterloo. In politics, James Vaughan was
ever a strong Republican and cast his first
presidential vote for Gen. John C. Fremont.
He was a man represntative of the highest type
of citizenship and will long be remembered by
his many acquaintances throughout the county
for his true worth and his many good deeds
and acts of kindness.

l]

OHN McQUILKIN is a resident of
La Porte City, Iowa, who needs no
introduction to the citizens of Black
Hawk County, his business success,
official position and social prominence having
long made him familiar to all. Mr. McQuilkin
was born in Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania, September 7, 1843, and is a son of James
and Rebecca (Riddle) McQuilkin.
James McQuilkin was born in Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania, October 28, 1809,
and died in Iowa, in 1873. He was a son of
Robert McQuilkin, who was of Scotch extrac-
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tion, although born in Pennsylvania. James
was reared on his father's farm until he left
it to learn the shoemaker's trade. His education was the best that the district schools afforded at the time, and all through his life
he was noted for his intelligence and grasp of
business. He followed his trade and also owned
.a farm which his sons assisted him to operate.
In 1865 he removed his family to Black Hawk
County. He married Rebecca Riddle, who was
born in February, 1811, in Westmoreland
County, Pennsylvania, and died in Black Hawk
County, Iowa, in 1867. These most worthy
people became the parents of seven sons, two
-of whom died in infancy, but five survived to
:splendid manhood, and one gave his life for
his country, while three of his brothers were,
at the same time,jeopardizing theirs in the same
-cause. Capt. Robert J. McQuilkin, now of La
I
Porte City, served in the Civil War as a member of Company D, 3 I st Reg., Iowa Vol. Inf.,
·enlisting on the same day as did his brother-,
•our subject. William R. McQuilkin died in
1863, aged 28 years. James R. McQuilkin was
killed at the battle of the Wilderness on May
9, 1864. Samuel S. McQuilkin, now a resident
of Pennsylvania, was a member of the Home
Guards.
The father of this family had reared his
children in the faith of the Presbyterian Church
in which he was an elder for 30 years, and with
scarcely less care, in the principles of the Republican party, which' he believed were the
ones to make the country the great nation it
is to-day.
Our subject was reared on the home farm

and attended the common schools until 17 years
old, when he went to learn harness-making and
tanning. He was but a beardless youth at this
time and was probably considered by his family and friends yet too young to take any .very
serious stand in life, but when the Civil War
became a settled issue he proved himself not
to young to go to the defense of his country and
we find him passing his 19th birthday on the
bloody field of Bull Run. He enlisted on August 14, 1862, at Freeport, Pennsylvania, in
Company C, 139th Reg., Pennsylvania Vol.
Inf., under Capt. John G. Parr, in the 6th Army
Corps, Army of the Potomac, which was then
under the command of General McClellan.
The long list of battles in which he fought until he was taken ill and sent to a hospital, includes Bull Run, where he assisted in the burial
of the fallen heroes; South Mountain; Antietam
and the first battle of Fredericksburg. Mr.
McQuilkin was then prostrated with typhoid
fever and was sent to the Carver Hospital at
\i\Tashington, D. C. After a slow convalescence of six months, he was finally discharged
and permitted to return home. A whole year
passed before he regained his normal health;
he then resumed farming on the old place and
continued until 1865, when he accompanied his
parents to Black Hawk County, Iowa.
Mr. McQuilkin engaged in farming until
1875 when he removed to La Porte City and
entered into the stock business, as buyer and
shipper. For five years he kept two Clydesdale registered horses, and has followed stock
dealing almost ever since.
From the second candidacy of Abraham
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Lincoln, Mr. McQuilkin has voted with the
Republican party and has long been a political leader in Black Hawk County. In 1889
President Harrison appointed him postmaster
of La Porte City and he served most acceptably for almost five years. Prior to this he had
served as a member of the Board of County
Supervisors, elected from the district made up
of Big Creek, Spring Creek and Cedar townships, resigning to accept the position of postmaster after almost 13 years continuous service,
having been elected five times. For the past
10 years he has been assessor of La Porte City
and has two years yet to serve on his last election. For three years he was a valued member
of the City Council.
On December 5, 1867, Mr. McQuilkin was
married to Emma A. McLaughlin, who was
born in Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania,
March 13, 1849, and is a daughter of Samuel
and Mary McLaughlin, of that State. Mr.
and Mrs. McQuilkin have these children:
Mary Mildred, who married J. A. Giffen, of
Burlington, Iowa, and has one son,-James R.;
William R. who is in a grocery business at
Rock Valley, Iowa; Jennie M., who married
J. J. Large, of Rock Valley, Iowa, and has two
children,-Alice L., and an infant; Rebecca
Grace, who married J. S. Mahon, of Le Mars,
Iowa, and has one child,-Helen M.; Sarah
K., who married C. F. Fuller, of Waterloo, and
has one child,-Graden T.; Vera G., who is a
teacher in the Rock Valley Hi"gh School; and
Exie, who is at home.
Mr. McQuilkin has been very active in the
Presbyterian Church for many years. For

a quarter of a century he has been choirmaster,
and possesses a fine tenor voice. Formerly he
was associated with the Independent Order of
Odd Fellows, and has been a member of the
Knights of the Maccabees and the Modern
Woodmen of America for 15 years.

H. HOLLIS, a retired farmer, who
is now one of the prominent and substantial residents of Hudson, Iowa,
still owns a fine farm of mo acres
in section 27, Black Hawk township, which he
operated until 1899. Mr. Hollis was born Feb.J
ruary 29, 1844, in Rensselaer County, New
York, and is a son of Harlan S. and Jane
(Coons) Hollis.
Harlan S. Hollis was born in Massaclmsetts, and his wife in New York. The former
engaged in farming and merchandising. He
traveled through the country during a
part of the year, and sold goods from
a wagon.
He remained 111 Rensselaer
County until 1884, and then sold his
property there and joined his sons in Black
Hawk County, Iowa, where he died about 1887
aged 66 years. His widow died in 1902, aged 83
years. They had these children: Caroline A.,
wife of Albert Saxby; Frank R.; G. H.; Stephen H.; and Lavantia, wife of Isaac Waite, of
Longmont, Colorado. Politically, Harlan S.
Hollis was affiliated with the Republican party.
In religious belief, he and his wife were Free
Will Baptists.
G. H. Hollis attended the schools of his
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native place and grew up on his father's farm.
In 1877 he came to Black Hawk County, Iowa,
and bought a farm of 180 acres in sections 20
and 21, Black Hawk township. Later he disposed of 80 acres, but operated the 100 ( which
he still retains) until he moved into Hudson,
where he is enjoying a life of ease and comfort.
In 1878, Mr. Hollis married Emily A.
Baughman, who is a daughter of David and
Elizabeth (Neal) Baughman, the former of
whom was born in Pennsylvania and the latter,
in Ohio. Mrs. Hollis, by a former marriage
had two children, Carrie, and Austin Buck,
the former of whom married Charles A. Ho1lis. Mr. and Mrs. Hollis have had two children,-Inez E. and an. infant, deceased.
Mr. Hollis is identified with the Republican
party, and has served as secretary of the School
Board and as constable. He is a member of
the Progressive Brethren Church. The members of the family are held in high esteem by
all who know them.

m

'

OBERT MANSON KNOX, secretary
and treasurer of the Wes tern Harness
& Supply Company, of \Vaterloo,
Iowa, was born in this city April 23,
1878, and is a son of DL Otho S. and Agnes
(Manson) Knox.
The late Dr. Otho S. Knox was born in
Bedford, Pennsylvania, May 23, 1845, and died
at Waterloo, April 9, 1885, leaving two sons,our subject and John Otho, the latter of whom

married Florence Louise Clay, and is treasurer
of the vVateloo Saddlery Company. The mother
of our subject is a daughter of the late Robert
Manson, one of ·the early founders and benefactors of vVaterloo. He came here from New
York with the pioneers, was one of the promoters and organizers of many of the successful
enterprises of Waterloo, one of these being the
First National Bank, of which he was president
at the time fo his death.
The death of Dr. Knox removed from Waterloo a highly esteemed citizen and a prominent physician. He was a graduate of J efferson JVIedical College, Philadelphia, and of
Johns Hopkins Medical College, Baltimore,
Maryland. He began practicing at Forreston,
Illinois, but later removed to vVaterloo, where
he was established at the time of his death. He
served in the Civil War.
Robert Manson Knox received his early
education at vVaterloo, and then spent five years
at Kemper Hall, Davenport, Iowa, going from
there to the justly celebrated Shattuck's Military School, at Faribault, Minnesota, for two
years. Upon his return to vVaterloo, he entered the Waterloo State Bank, in the capacity
of bookkeeper, a position he filled for five years,
when he was appointed assistant cashier, and
filled this position for the five following years.
In 1900 this bank was changed to a national
bank and was named the Waterloo National
Bank, which in 1904 was merged with the Black
Hawk National Bank. In 1903, Mr. Knox
resigned his position with the bank in order to
become secretary and treasurer of the vVestern
Harness & Supply Company of Wateroo. His
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long financial experience and reliable personal
,character make his connection with the company a valuable one. Mr. Knox is a thorough
business man, one who has made rapid strides
in the business world and ranks with the most
prominent citizens of the place.
In politics, Mr. Knox is an independent Republican. Fraternally, he belongs to the Masons and the Elks. Mr. Knox has never married.

11

AMES CAESAR, an enterprising, energetic and prosperous farmer of
Black' Hawk County, Iowa, is successfully engaged in the pursuits of
agriculture on his fine farm of 80 acres, situated in section 26, Orange township. He was
born in Canada, December 28, 1848, and is
a son of Henry and Clarissa (Stevens) Caesar,
the former a native of Ireland, and the latter
of Canada.
Henry Caesar came to Iowa in 1869, settling in Orange township, Black Hawk County,
and farmed until 1894, when he retired and
moved to Waterloo. Mr. and Mrs. Cae~ar
were blessed with 12 children, IO of whom
lived to maturity, namely: John, deceased;
George; James; Elizabeth. wife of Frederick
Nixon, of Mono Road, Canada; William; Elijah, deceased; Porter; Mary, wife of William
B. Allen, of Iowa; Maria A., wife of Jene
Tardy, of Oklahoma; and Henry. Politically,
Mr. Caesar is a Republican. Mr. and Mrs.
Caesar are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church.

James Caesar attended the public schools
of Canada and the United States and then
applied himself to farming, which occupation
he has followed to the present time with the best
results. Mr. Caesar remained with his parents until he was 26 years of age, when he commenced life for himself. He located on his
present farm in 1897, and in 1903 built his
present fine home. Mr. Caesar carries on general farming and dairying with very satisfactory results.
In l 896, Mr. Caesar was married to Margaret McDowell, a daughter of Thomas McDowell; they have no children. Our subject
and wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church. He is a Republican.

[B

EV. JAMES HARRISON, deceased,
was one of the pioneer divines of the
Presbyterian Church at Waterloo,
Iowa, and probably ·was one of the
most learned clergymen of that religious body
in the whole State. Rev. Mr. Harrison was
born in Orange, New Jersey, October 29, 1802,
and died at Waterloo, May 26, 1877, rounding
out a useful life of almost 75 years.
Careful education is his earlier years prepared him for entrance to Williams College,
Massachusetts, where he was graduated and
then pursued the course at Princeton Theological Seminary. The certificate pertaining to his
entrance and stay at Princeton was always
highly prized by him and is carefully preserved
by his descendants. It reads as follows:
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"We do certify that Mr. James Harrison
entered the Theological Seminary at Princeton
on the 6th of November, 1828, and he has
ever since been a regular student in the said
Seminary, and that he is now leaving the same
in good standing. Given under our hands, at
Princeton, this 7th day of January, 1831."
This document bears the signatures of three
of the most distinguished scholars and clergymen of the Presbyterian Church in the United
States, namely: A. Alexander, professor of
<livinity and theology; Samuel Miller, professor of ecclesiastical history and church government; and Charles Hodge, professor of
oriental and biblical literature.
After his graduation, Rev. Mr. Harrison
spent a year in teaching the classics at Alexandria, Virginia, and then went to Newark,
Ohio, where he married. He had charge, first,
,of a church in Cincinnati and later of churches
at Troy, Dresden and other points, and labored
IO years in that State. When opportunity offered, he willingly accepted the hardships
necessarily connected with the life of a pioneer
minister, and in 1854 removed to Burlington,
Iowa. In 1855, with his son, Henry J., he
drove across the country to Waterloo in a onehorse buggy, and decided to make this then
rapidly growing city his future home. In 1856
he became the pastor of the First Presbyterian
Church of \t\Taterloo, which had been organized two years previously. During his active
life he organized the Presbyterian churches at
Janesville, Miller's Creek, Hudson, La Porte
City and Washburn, and is held in reverent
remembrance by all these charges. He always

took a deep interest in Waterloo's development,
and continually worked for its progress along
higher lines.
On December 8, 1831, at Newark, Ohio,
Rev. Mr. Harrison married Fidelia Buckingham, who was born there August 12, 1812,
and died at Waterloo, Iowa, in April, 1903,
at the age of 91 years. At that time she was
the oldest continuous resident of Waterloo, and
was widely known and universally esteemed.
The four children born to this marriage were.
George B.; Henry J.; May and Elias.
The late George B. Harrison, who died in
Bloomington, Illinois, January 27, 1901, was
one of the distinguished scientists of the Middle West. He was born at Hanover, Ohio,
attended Halcyon Academy, in Columbus,
Ohio, and then learned the jewelry business.
In 1860 he came to Waterloo and opened up a
book and music store, and here met the late
Orestes St. John, who was even then interested
in geology and later became a recognized
paleontologist, and an authority on fishes. In
him Mr. Harrison found a kindred spirit, and
encouraged by him made vast collections, from
which, in after years, Mr. St. John described 20
new species. The descriptions mentioned are to
be read in the 7th volume of the Illinois Geological Survey Reports, and one of these species
bears Mr. Harrison's name,-Clnaeanthus
H arrisoni. Mr .. Harrison continued his study
of minerals and fossils, and as he studied his
interest grew and deepened and it became a
burning desire to travel and give himself an
opportunity to study the products of other sections. In 1868, therefore, he gave up his store
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at Waterloo, and became a traveling salesman
for Graham Brotllers, of Chicago, devoting
all his leisure time and vacation periods to the
study of a subject which had for him so absorbing an interest. He became a practical
geologist and a noted authority, and for years
he was one of the most valued members of the
American Association for the Advancement of
Science. He was one of the original members
of the Bloomington (Illinois) Historical Society, and one of those who issued a call for
its organization. He was also a member of the
Unity Club of Bloomington, a society organized
for the discussion of scientific and literary subjects. To this body he contributed many articles of the greatest interest. His loss was
deeply felt by this organization. He is survived by two sons., both of whom are well established in life. Mr. Harrison gathered during his travels a large and valuable cabinet
of fossils, which he presented to the Wesleyan
University, of Bloomington, Illinois.

m

EORGE TUTHILL, who is one of
the honored survivors of the great
Civil War, is also one of the most
prominent citizens of Washington
township, Black Hawk County, Iowa, where he
owns a highly cultivated farm of 200 acres, situated in section 36. He was born in Luzerne
County, Pennsylvania, August 9, 1833, and is
a son of Nathaniel and Fanny (Smith) Tuthill.
The parents of Mr. Tuthill were both born

in Middleton, Orange County, New York, and
both died at Northville, in that State, the
father at the age of 75 years, and the mother at
the age of 70 years. The survivors of their
eight children are: George, Nathaniel, Elizabeth, Ruth and Fanny. In his early married
life, Nathaniel Tuthill moved to Pennsylvania,
where he purchased farming land which later
was found to be underlaid with anthracite coal.
After some years of farming, he sold his lands
very advantageously. He also carried on a
tanning and currying business. Later he returned to New York, purchasing a small farm
at Northville, where the remainder of his life
was passed.
Our subject grew to manhood in Pennsylvania and learned farming, tanning and the
details of the currier's trade, from his father.
In 18.53 he left home for a prospecting trip in
the vVest and came to Iowa. He visited at Decorah, McGregor and Lansing, and then returned to Pennsylvania. About a year after his
return to Pennsylvania, he embarked with a
partner in a nursery and propagating business
at Waukegan, Illinois, but the winds of Lake
Michigan made experiments of this kind uncertain, and in the spring of 1856, they removed
their stock of 150,000 cherry and apple trees,
mainly the latter, to Washington township,
Blctck Hawk County, Iowa, and established
what promised to be a very successful business.
He purchased 160 acres of his present farm,
and much progress was made prior to the opening of the Civil War.
Among those who went forward in the early
days of 1861, offering life and servce in de-
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fense of country, was Mr. Tuthill, and his patriotism was of the kind that asked nothing but
a musket and a place in the ranks. He enlisted
in June of that year in Company K, Third Reg.,
Iowa Vol. Inf., in which he served with faithfulness for three long years. During this period he had many varied experiences and with
his command participated in the Missouri campaign under General Banks and was with GenA
eral Grant's army at Pittsburg Landing.
memento of the battle of Shiloh was a bullet
through his hand, which wound has left one
finger a little drawn, but did not otherwise disable him.
After the close of his army service, he hastened back to his family, which had remained on
the farm and had vainly endeavored to take his
place in caring for the nursery stock. The
tender trees had, however, missed the skilled
touch of the master, many had died and none
had fulfilled expectations. Hence, after clue
deliberation, Mr. Tuthill continued to confine
his later efforts to tilling the soil, which he has
industriously and successfully continued to do
ever since. He has added to his original purchase until he now owns 200 acres of land, all
of which is in good condition. He erected
.a fine set of buildings, which is in the midst of
a beautiful grove, and has surrounded himself
and family with all the features which make
rural Ii fe healthful and agreeable.
In 1857 Mr. Tuthill married Christeena
Anderson, who was born in Canada and is a
daughter of Basiel and Margaret (Stevens)
Anderson, natives of Scotland, who moved
from C3nada to \Vill County, Illinois, where the
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father died. The mother died in Black Ha,vk
County, Iowa. Mr. and Mrs. Tuthill's three
children were all born in \i\Tashington township
and are as follows: George, Jr., who married
Lucy Ford, a daughter of Marion Ford, and
has two children,-Ralph and Margaret, and
one cleceased,-Robert; Edgar; and Fred, who
married Addie Smith, a daughter of John
Smith, and has two children,-Ruth and Roger.
Mr. Tuthill deservedly enjoys the esteem
of his fellow citizens, who have upon several
occasions selected him to fill responsible offices,
and he has served as school director, road master and for two years was a very efficient county
supervisor. The duties of all these offices have
been performed with a fidelity which has but
increased the respect in which he is universally
held. In politics he chooses to vote independently, not being in exact accord with either
party. He belongs to Robert Brownell Post,
No. 222 , G. A. R., of Cedar Falls.

m

ANIEL P. CONRY, who is engaged in
farming in Eagle township, Black
Hawk County, resides on the old
homestead farm of 344 acres, situated
in section 19, the joint property of himself and
his brother, Frank. Mr. Conry was born in
Dubuque, Iowa,January 7, 1869, and is a son of
James and Catherine (Mahar) Conry, extended mention of whom will be found elsewhere in
this volume.
The subject of this sketch attended the local
schools, and can scarcely remember when he
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was not interested in agricultural pursuits. He
_has always lived on this farm, to which his
father came shortly after his son's birth, and
has done his part in its development into the
valuable property it now is. The two brothers
,devote their attention to general farming, the
fertility of the land enabling them to make a
•choice of products; but they raise, chiefly, corn,
oats and hay. Mr. Conry is one of the prominent stock raisers of the township, his hogs being of the Poland-China variety. He has a
fine herd of Jersey and Red Polled cattle, and
the county fairs seldom have finer cattle on exhibit than he has produced on his farm. His
surroundings are all comfortable, and of a substantial character.
In 1900, Mr. Conry married Catherine A.
Smith, who is a daughter of the late Barney and
Catherine Smith. They have two interesting
little children,-Haro1d D. and Amer E.
Politically, Mr. Conry is a Democrat. He
and his wife are members of the Catholic
Church.

m

EORGE C. SERGEANT, a prosperous farmer of Black Hawk County,
Iowa, who owns a fine farm of 160
acres, situated in section 2 5, Black
Hawk township, was born in this township,
February 23, 1862, and is a son of Byron and
Maria (Crane) Sergeant.
Byron Sergeant was born December 25,
1829, in Crawford County, Pennsylvania, and
-is a son of Charles and Polly (Woodard) Ser-

geant, and a grandson of Phineas and Mary
(Kingsbury) Sergeant.
Phineas Sergeant and his wife were born
in Massachusetts, of Scotch extraction, and
reared a family of six children: Charles, Nancy, Anson, Polly, Alfred and Betsey. In religious belief they were Universalists.
The children of Charles Sergeant and his
wife were as follows : V oadie, Sally, Albert,
Russell, Edwin, Lucy, George, Mary, Byron,
Asaph, Morrison, Nancy, Lucius and one deceased. in infancy. Charles Sergeant continued in the religious faith in which he had been
reared. His wife was reared a Baptist, but
later became a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Charles Sergeant came to Iowa
in 1854, but did not locate his family here until
1885. He resided in Black Hawk township
until his death, which took place in 1864.
Byron Serge,mt was the pioneer of the family in Iowa, coming from Pennsylvania in 1853.
He settled on the farm he still occupies, consisting of 280 acres in section 23, Black Hawk
township, and operated it until 1884. He then
rented it and for 12 years was engaged in grain
buying, becoming the proprietor of an elevator.
He and his wife have four children, namely:
Eva, wife of George Mastain; Marilla, who is
at home; George C. and Alma, wife of L. D.
Fearer.
George C. Sergeant obtained his mental
training in the common schools of Black Hawk
township, and grew to manhood a capable, practical farmer. In 1899 he purchased his present
farm-a tract of 80 acres-and in the succeed-
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ing fall he bought a second 80 acres in the same
.section. The many substantial improvements,
including a fine modern residence, completed in
1902, make this one of the very attractive and
valuable properties of the locality. Mr. Sergeant devotes his attention to general farming
and keeps 14 milch cows, selling the product to
the Hudson Cooperative Creamery.
In 1888, the subject of this sketch married
Della V. Petrie, a daughter of David and Mary
C. (Bovey) Petrie; she was born in Illinois,
January 5, 1866. They have four children: Ray
E., Floyd M., and Charles P. and George ·L.
(twins). The mother of this interesting family is a consistent member of the United Brethren Church, and a lady noted for her neighborly
kindness. Politically, Mr. Sergeant, like his
father, is a Republican and he has been called
upon, on numerous occasions, to serve in township offices. He has been school director for
some years, and township treasurer. Fraternally, he is a member of M. W. of A. and the
I. 0. 0. F. Mr. Sergeant belongs .t o that class
which is denominated the "back-bone" of a
county, being one of the competent, self-reliant,
responsible and representative citizens, upon
whom rest the reputation and prosperity of a
section.

[B

EV. JOHN BOWMAN, A. M., D. D.
The death of the late Dr. Bowman,
whose portrait accompanies this
sketch, removed from Cedar Falls a
prominent and honored citizen, and from the
clergy of the Methodist Episcopal Church a
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man who for many years had been preeminent
in its councils, and an untiring worker in its
cause. The birth of Dr. Bowman took place
at Kingston, Luzerne County, Pennsylvania,.
May 24, 1816, and his death occurred at his
home in Cedar Falls, Iowa, on January 26,
1903.
Dr. Bowman came of Revolutionary stock,
his grandfather having served in the Continental Army. His father, Godfrey Bowman, was
a soldier of the War of 1812. Godfrey Bowman was wounded in Commodore Perry's
famous engagement on Lake Erie, and also
took part in the battle of the Thames under
General Harrison, at the time of the defeat and
death of T~cumseh. After the war, he received
a medal from Congress for bravery in the naval
action on Lake Erie. That a military spirit
also entered into the composition of our subject is indicated by his holding two commissions in the State troops of Pennsylvania before ·
he was 20 years old, and years later, when as
a defender of the faith he attacked' error and
fought polemically the enemies of the Bible.
In 1835, John Bowman became a convert to
religious truth, and united with the Methodist
Episcopal Church in the latter part of that year.
He was licensed to preach, July 22, 1837. During 1839-40 he was a diligent student in the·
Genesee Wesleyan Seminary, at Lima, New
York, and in September of the latter year he·
was received into the Genesee Con£erence.
In the charges which he filled with all the ardor
of his nature, large accessions were made to the
church and he is still recalled by pious people·
in Coudersport, Addison, Pike, Gowanda, Ton--
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a wand'a, Aurora, Williamsville, Youngstown, General Conference, which met in Brooklyn,
New York. In 1868, Upper Iowa University
Medina, Lyndonville and Pekin.
That one so ardent in the cause of right and recognized his scholarship by making him Masso impressed with the necessity of following ter of Arts, and in 1888 both Cornell and Simpwhere duty seemed to call, should have become son colleges conferred upon him the title of
the companion of soldiers when the great Civil D. D.
As a clergyman, Dr. Bowman stood for
War was inaugurated, should cause no surprise.
In September, 1861, he entered the army as many years in the fore-front of his religious
chaplain of the 49th Regiment, New York Vol. denomination. He was intensely a Methodist,
Inf., which ser.ved in the Army of the Potomac. believing thoroughly in the doctrine of MethodIn the following April, during the siege of ism and the teachings of Wesley; but he was no
Yorktown, Virginia, while assisting in carry- bigot, and was ever ready to lend a hand in
ing a wounded officer from the field, he reoeived advancing the good work of any other Christian
an injury which proved' permanent, and occa- body. The tenets of his own faith he could
He then removed, not give up, but on all questions of public moralsioned his resignation.
with his family, to Cedar Falls, Iowa, his wife ity, he gladly met his brothers of the clergy.
having located here in 1861. In 1862, he was As long as strength and health permitted, he
transferred to the Upper Iowa Conference. Dr. served his church actively and when superanBowman immediately began active work and nuated did not relinquish his exertions, but resuccessively had the following charges: Cedar sponded' on many occasions as officiator at wedFalls, Waterloo, Iowa City, the Fayette district, dings and funerals. Until the close of his life,
and the Cedar Falls district. After two terms he took an interest in local affairs, and enjoyed
as presiding elder, he served as pastor at the privilege of hospitably entertaining the
Lyons and at Anamosa. For a brief portion hosts of friends who loved him personally.
On May 1, 1836, Dr. Bowman was united
of 1878 he held a supernumerary relation with
,the conference, and served' as pastoral supply at in marriage with Almira M. Lewis, of TroupsCharles City. He then returned ,to an active burg, New York. Mrs. Bowman still survives,
relation, spending six years as pastor of Field's with two daughters, six grandchildren and two
The daughters are,Chapel. In 1885 he was again made a super- great-grandchildren.
numerary, and in 1887, was regularly placed on Mar.ietta, wife of Lieut. F. E. Olmstead, who
this list, wher,e he continued until the close of resides in Cedar Falls, Iowa; and Susan A.,
wi£e of M. A. Hoyt, an attorney, of Carroll
his life.
Many honors were shown Dr. Bowman by City, Iowa. The d'eath of a son, Truman L.,
One that at Jamaica Plain, Boston, Massachusetts, a few
the Methodist Eipscopal Church.
gave him particular pleasure, was his appoint- years since, was a sad blow to his parents and
ment in 1872 as delegate to the Quadrennial family.

m
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ENRY C. UNGER, a prominent retired farmer of Black Hawk County,
Iowa, and a highly esteemed resident
of La Porte City, was born February
5, 1854, at Broad Brook, Connecticut. He is
a son of Charles and Mary (Meyer) Unger.
Charles Unger was born in Austria-Hungary, and died in Benton County, Iowa, in
March, 1895, aged 70 years. When 21 years
of age, he came to America and worked in
woolen mills until he removed to Iowa, after
which he spent his life in agricultural pursuits. Like many others who in later life became capitalists, he entered the State with
limited means, and walked the distance from
Bruce Grove to Dubuque, in order to enter his
first tract of 80 acres. This tract he sold at a
later date, but at the time of his death owned
400 acres. He was a man of intelligence and
information, and in religious belief he was a
Lutheran. In politics, he became identified with
the Republican party and held various township offices.
Mrs. Mary (Meyer) Unger was born in
Bavaria, Germany, and died in 1900, aged
70 years. She was the mother of five sons,
namely: Charles J., of Franklin County; Louis
K., who was drowned July 9, 1900, in Benton
County ; Henry C., of this sketch ; Andrew
W.; and one who died in infancy.
Henry C. Unger was only one year old
when his parents came to Iowa and settled in
Benton County. In boyhood he made the best
use of the opportunities · for schooling, but in
order to do so, he at one time for several
terms, had to go two and a half miles to school ;
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at other times, they had school in an old farm
house, with old chairs and tables for seats and
desks. His father was the first settler in Clark
township, Tama .County, Iowa, and captured
many prairie wolves there. His son often
heard them howl. Under such conditions he
was mentally trained and reared to manhood,
becoming a large stock raiser and exHis fine farm of 400
tensive farmer,
acres in Bruce township, Benton County,
known widely as the "Rock Creek Valley Stock Farm," he operated until nine
years ago, when he erected his handsome
residence in La Porte City, where he bas lived
ever since. Mr. Unger bought 320 acres of his
father's land and 80 acres from the estate of
David See, and made his farm one of
the best improved in the county. In 1900 the
buildings were burned, but they were immediately rebuilt 111 a more substantial style,
and the farm 1s now worked by tenants on
shares.
On March 1, 1882, Mr. Unger was married to Lina See, who was born March 23, 1864,
near Logansport, Indiana, and is a daughter of
David and Mary (Lenon) See. David See
was born in Virginia. He removed to Indiana
at an early day, and spent five years in California, but died in Benton County, Iowa. His
widow resides in Iowa, the mother of six sons
and six daughters. Mr. and Mrs. Unger have
four children,-Edgar, Clifford, Maria and
Harold. The family belong to the Presbyterian
Church.
Politically, Mr. Unger is a stanch Republican, and at various times he has capably and
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satisfactorily served in township offices. He is
a Mason and a member of the Knights of the
Maccabees, and has been connected with these
fraternities for a long period. He is one of the
substantial men of the county, and has done
much to promote the agricultural development
of this section.

HARLES H. NAUMAN, president of
The Nauman Company, of Waterloo, Iowa, which is one of the largest manufacturing concerns in the
city, was born in Waterloo, December 14,
1862, and is a son of Henry and Rosina (Hiller) Nauman.
Both parents of Charles H. Nauman were
born in Germany, the father in Mickelsburg in
1827, and the mother in 1837. Both came to
America about 1853 and became acquainted in
the State of New York, but were married in
Waterloo. Henry Nauman worked as a farm
hand in New York and later in the same capacity in Iowa, being employed by the late well
known Charles Mullan, the pioneer settler and
business man of Waterloo, after which he obtained employment in the lumber yard of Henry
Goodhue of Waterloo, where he soon inspired
confidence by his industry and sterling traits
of character. In December, 1864, he associated himself with his brother, John Nauman,
and George P. Beck, Sr., and together they
purchased the mill business of M. H. Moore,
and in 1865 bought the lumber business of
Henry Goodhue, the firm name being Beck,
Nauman & Brother. For 40 years the name

of Nauman has been honorably connected with
this business and no name is better known in
Black Hawk County.
The business was commenced on a modest
scale but has healthily expanded from the first,
undergoing many misfortunes as well, and has.
been known under these names : The Daniel
Nauman Company,succeeding Beck, Nauman &
Brother, then came Beck, Nauman & Watts on
March 4, 1883. It was incorporated under its
present name of The Nauman Company in.
1899. Henry Nauman died in 1899, survived
by his widow, who resides in Waterloo. Their
children were all born in this city and are the
following: Anna L.; Charles H. ; Frank L.,
who married Nina Mark, and has two sons,-Robert and Henry; George W.; who married
Wilda Holman; and William B., who married·
Grace McNaughton, and has one child,Graydon.
Charles H. Nauman was educated in the·
common schools of Waterloo and took a commercial course in Dubuque. He was only a
lad when he entered his father's factory, withi
which he has ever since been connected, climbing from the bottom of the ladder to the top,
having been its president since 1899. Much of
Mr. Nauman's competency may justly be attributed to his thorough knowledge of the business in every detail. The other members of
The Nauman Company are: H. M. Reed,
vice-president; W. B. Nauman, secretary; and '
G. W. Nauman, treasurer. The business has
been capitalized at $105,000 and the factory
is the oldest one in Waterloo. The plant covers
a block of ground at the river side between-
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Park and Third avenues on the West Side, and
gives employment to 70 skilled workmen, the
business being the manufacture of all kinds of
bank, office and store fixtures, sash and doors
and interior finishing, and the conducting of a
retail trade in lumber and building materials.
Once, local demand only had to be considered,
but now the trade extends to the Pacific Coast,
the long distance orders being mainly bank, office and store fixtures. The out-put during
1903 was valued at about $275,000.
The plant consists of the factory property,
great warehouses and lumber sheds, all under
cover. The factory alone covers an area, 100
by 170 feet, in dimensions, with two stories, and
is a hive of in<lnstry. Probably no other company in Waterloo has suffered so disastrously
from fires as has this one, three times having
had its property destroyed, the factory having
been twice destroyed and once seriousiy damaged. The loss to The Nauman Company
through fires has been estimated at over $100,000. In spite of these discouragements, the
business has each time arisen, Phoenix-like,
greater and better equipped. Scarcely had the
heat left the burning fragments, ere workmen
were on hand clearing the debris away and
In
plans were making for another building.
consequence of its many losses by fire, the company has its own trained and fully equipped
fire department and a disaster similar to those
of the past is not likely to occur again.
In 1889, Mr. Neuman was married to Katherine Veith, who is a daughter of Adam and
Elizabeth Veith. They have one daughter,Marie Elizabeth,-who was born in Water42
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loo. The home of Mr. and Mrs. Nauman is
one of Waterloo's elegant residences and is situated at No. 227 Washington street.

ESLEY S. STOKES, a member of
the Board of County Supervisors
of Black Hawk County, Iowa,
elected from the third supervisor
district, is one of the most pr,ominent and in-fluential citizens of the city of Waterloo. He·
was born in Putnam County, Indiana, April 8,.
1844, and is a son of Robert F. and Sarah A ..
(Wilson) Stokes, both of w horn are deceased.
Robert F. Stokes, who was a farmer, settlecf
in McDonough County, Illinois, in 1848, when
the work of agricultural improv,ement there haa
scarcely begun. Mr. Stokes and his wife were
the parents of seven ch"' r,en, five of whom
served in the Civil War, and two of whom died
while fighting for their country. Four of the
seven children still survive, namely: :VVesley S.,
Melville K., living in Anderson County, Kansas; Russell T., living in Kansas City, Kansas;
and Milton J., a resident of Terre Haute,
Illinois. Mr. Stokes died in Kansas, and the
death of his wife took place in McDonough
County, Illinois.
Wesley S. Stokes received his mental training in the common schools of McDonough
County, Illinois, and in an academy at La
Harpe, Hancock County, in the same State.
He afterward engaged in farming. When the
Civil War broke out, he enlisted' as a private in
Company I, 124th Reg., Illinois Vol. Inf., in
which he was promoted to be a corporal and
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later to the position of sergeant. Mr. Stokes
served three years under Col. T. J. Sloan, of
Chicago, and later served under Col. John H.
Howe, of Kewaunee, Illinois, and Capt. Benjamin A. Griffith. Mr. Stokes par,ticipated in
the fighting of Vicksburg, Mississippi, and Mobile, Alabama. He was wounded at the battle
of Clinton, Mississippi, and twice in the engagement at Mobile. He received his dicharge at
Chicago, Illinois, August 15, 1865, and returned to his father's farm in McDonough
County, Illinois. In the spring of 1868, he
came to Black Hawk County, Iowa, settling in
Orange township, where he still owns 200 acres
of the finest land' in that region. Mr. Stokes
cultivated that farm until 1897, when he and
his family moved to the city of Waterloo, where
they now reside in a beautiful residence at No.
rn27 West Fourth street. Mr. Stokes is a
member of the Republican party, and served
his township as trustee and as school director
for a number of years. In the fall of 1903 he
was elected from the third supervisor district
as a member, of the Board of County Supervisors of Black Hawk County. Mr. Stokes is
a member of Robert Anderson Post, No. 68,
G. A. R. Maj. Robert Anderson for whom the
post was named, was the commander of Fort
Sumter, and ranked as major-general before
the close of the Civil War.
,
Mr. Stokes was married m Henderson
County, Illinois, February 12, 1868, to Mary
C. Grigsby, who was born in Ohio, a daughter
of John W. and Mary C. Grigsby. Four
children were born to this union, namely:
Edward E., engaged in farming the home-

stead m Orange township, who married
Clara Kendall and has three sons,-"\¥ allace W., Russell and Ralph; Ella E., a twin
sister of Edward E., who resides with her
parents; Ida M., who married Lewis Miller,
engaged in farming near Washburn, Iowa, and'
has four children,-Grace, Clyde, Glenn and
Max; Clara, formerly a school teacher, who
married C. J. Miller, a druggist of Waterloo,
and has three daughters,-Esto, Viola and
Alice. Mrs. Stokes died June 1, 1883. Mr.
Stokes chose for his second wife Rebecca Miller,
to whom he was married February 22, 1885.
She is a native of Somerset County, Pennsylvania, and came, in 1875, to Black Hawk
County, Iowa, where she has since lived. Mr.
Stokes and his family are members of the
Methodist Episcopal Church, of which church
Mr. Stokes has served' as trustee for the past
25 years. A portrait of Mr. Stokes accompanies this sketch.

m

HARLES "\¥. SPIKER, a prominent
farmer of Waterloo township, Black
/
Hawk County, living on a well improved farm in section 33, was born
111 Hancock County, Illinois, December 29,
1866, and is a son of Henry and Samantha
(Jones) Spiker.
Henry Spiker has been a farmer and merchant all his life and now resides with his wife
in Waterloo, where both are held in high esteem. To them were born four children :
Charles W. , Elmer M., Cora B. and Milton
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Ray, deceased. Politically, Mr. Spiker is a
Democrat. In religious belief he and his wife
are Methodists.
Charles W. Spiker was educated in the public schools of Illinois, came to Black Hawk
County in 1889, and settled on his present property in 1903. Prior to this he had followed
carpenter work and cabinet-making in Water-loo, where he was considered a first class mechanic. Since settling on the farm, he has suc,cessfully devoted himself to farming and stock
raising.
In 1890, Mr. Spiker was married to Lila
Hanneke, who is a daughter of Julius H. and
Melinda (Minnich) Hanneke, who were born
:in Pennsylvania, of German descent. Mrs.
Hanneke died in 1874. Mr. Hanneke died in
1890, aged 50 years, leaving a second wife, formerly Catherine A. Saylor. Mrs. Spiker is
the only child of the first marriage and there
was no issue to the second. Mr. and Mrs.
Spiker have two children, Ira J. and Claude C.
Mrs. Spiker belongs to the Methodist Episcopal
Church. Their hospitable home is known to
many friends and they take part in the pleasant
social life of the community.

ILLIAM B. BRANDHORST, an active and progressive agriculturist of
Black Hawk County, Iowa, resides
on his well tilled farm of 160 acres
situated in section 28, Black Hawk township.
Mr. Brandhorst was born in Lincoln township,
Black Hawk County, Iowa, December 12, 1872,

and is a son of C. Henry and Elizabeth ( Strayer) Brandhorst, the former a native of Germany, and the latter of Cambria County,
Pennsylvania.
C. Henry Brandhorst came to America in
1863, and settled in Wisconsin, when he was
14 years old. He tried to enlist during the
Civil War, but was rejected on account of his
youth. Mr. Brandhorst found employment,
and did farm work by the month for several
years. Later he removed from Wisconsin to
Iowa, and soon had sufficient money to purchase a farm, which is now owned by his son,
William B. Mr. Brandhorst continued his
farming operations until 1898, when he retired
and sold his farm to the subject of this sketch.
Mr. and Mrs. Brandhorst have three children,
namely: William B. ; Susan, who is the widow
of Mark Alexander; and Frank 0., who is on
the farm with his brother. Politically, Mr.
Brandhorst is a Democrat. In religious belief,
he is a Lutheran.
William B. Brandhorst has resided on his
present farm since he was three years of age
and received his education in the common
schools of Black Hawk County and in the \l',fa,
terloo Commercial College, where he spent two
terms. Mr. Brandhorst has always been interested in farm work, and in 1902 purchased
his farm of his father. He has a well tilled
farm, 20 milch cows and makes a specialty of
Poland-China hogs, raising as high as a $5,000
shipment in two seasons. Politically, Mr.
Brandhorst is a Democrat, and is at present a
school director.
In 1898, Mr. Brandhorst was married to
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Eunice I. De Witt, a native of Black Hawk
County, and a daughter of Henry C. De ·w itt,
no,v of Black Hawk township. Mr. De Witt
was born in Ohio. He married Melissa Hubbard, a native of Missouri. They are members
of the United Brethren Church. Our subject
and wife have two children, namely: Linnie
and Mark. They are members of the Progressive Brethren Church.

ml

ATHEW C. VAUGHAN, one of
\i\T aterloo's most enterprising citizens, was possibly the most extensive dealer in agricultural implements, wagons and buggies in Northern Iowa,
until January 1, 1903, when he began the manufacture of threshing machinery and agricultural implements. Hi:3 entire active business
career has been spent in Waterloo, and he is
widely known throughout Black Hawk County
and the State of Iowa.
Mr. Vaughan was born October ~6, 1868, in
Henderson County, Illinois, and was but a few
months old when in the spring of 1869 he was
brought by his parents to Black Hawk County,
Iowa, where he has since lived. His father,
James Vaughan, who died in 1899, located in
Lincoln township, this county, where he engaged extensively in farming and stock raising. He made a success of his vocation and
steadily added to his holdings until at. the time
of his death he was the owner of some 900 ::icres
of valuable farm land, valued at $100,000.
This property still remains in the possession of

the family. The mother of our subject, whose
maiden name was Emily P. Redman, now resides at her home on Park avenue in Waterloo.
Nine children were born to Mr. and Mrs. James.
Vaughan, namely: Mary M., wife of Richard
Holmes, a capitalist of Vi/ terloo; James R.,
identified with the city's banking and manufacturing interests; Jennie C., wife of Clinton A.
Petrie, a large farmer of Lincoln and Eagle
townships; Ellsworth W., who died in infancy;
Lizzie, wife of James Loonan, a large land
owner and farmer of Orange township; Nora
M., who graduated from the Iowa State Normal School, taught school a few years and then
became the wife of George H. Sawyer, superintendent of the Osage schools; Mathew C.,
our subject; Arthur C., who is associated in the
manufacturing business with Mathew C. and
William G., a manufacturer of vVaterloo.
Mathew C. Vaughan has resided in the city
of Waterloo the past .12 years and has identified himself with many important business
concerns. The threshing machine company,
in which he is interested, was incorporated in
December, 1902, under the name of the Waterloo Threshing Machine Company, of which
Thomas Cascaden, Jr., is president, J. D.
Hawes, vice-president and superintendent, .
James R. Vaughan, treasurer, and Mathew C.
Vaughan secretary and manager. The capital
stock is $100,000, all paid up. The company's
factory, in which a great number of machinists are employed, is located in West Waterloo.
The company has built up a trade that extends
throughout the United States and Canada. Heis treasurer of the Chamber of Commerce; .
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president of the vVaterloo Self-Feeder & Pump
Company, which has erected a large factory in
Westfield and gives employment to a large force
of men; a director of the Waterloo Artificial
Stone Company; a director of the Vv aterloo
·Carriage Company; and treasurer of the Home
Park Driving Association.
Mathew C. Vaughan was joined in the bonds
•of matrimony with a daughter of C. A. Stoy,
one of the early residents of Waterloo, now
]ocated on South street, who is in the contracting business. Politically, our subject is a Republican. He is a member of the Knights of
Pythias; Benevolent and Protective Order of
Elks; Royal Arcanum and the Waterloo Trav•eling Men's Association.

I]

OHN ORTNER, a prominent farmer
of Barclay township, Black Hawk
County, where he owns a well cultivated farm of 140 acres in section 8,
was born September 9, 1851, in Upper Austria.
He is a son of Joseph and Theresa (Koller)
Ortner, both of whom were natives of Upper
Austria.
The parents of John Ortner came to America in 1854. They located at Freeport, Illinois,
where the father died in 1855. The mother
kept her seven children with her, and in 1864
they settled in Barclay township, Black Hawk
County, Iowa. The seven children were, as
follows: Mary, who lives in Austria; Joseph,
who is a large farmer and stock grower of Carroll County, Iowa, and also owns land in Texas:

Frank, deceased, who was a farmer; Andrew,
who is a farmer in Barclay township; Theresa,
who is the widow of Martin Elim, of Waterloo;
John; and Mathias, who died in Chicago.
The early mental training of John Ortner
was such as he could obtain in the subscription
schools in the locality where he lived, but he
owes much of the thoroughness of it to his
mother, who was nol only a woman of great
force of character, but also of superior mental
acquirements. From her Mr. Ortner doubtless
inherited the talents which have made him an
acceptable writer for the local newspapers for
some time. This mother was cherished by her
children as long as she lived, and they all remained together until each had a home of his
or her own. She died in 1882, like her husband, a devoted member of the Catholic Church.
In 1877, Mr. Ortner married Mary Ann
Schneck of Grundy County, Iowa, who died
December 16, 1892. She left a family of eight
children all of whom inherit the excelent qualities which made her a beloved member of the
home circle, and of a father who commands the
respect and enjoys the esteem of his fellow
citizens. They were: Margaret, who died at
the age of 17 years; Andrew L.; Elizabeth, deceased; Helen R. ; Mary S. and Annie R.
(twins); Mathias J.; and Johani1a F. Of the
twins, Mary S. is the wife of John Belo, of
Fairbanks, Iowa, and has one child,-Alva;
and Annie R. is deceased.
After his marriage, Mr. Ortner applied
himself to farming on the home place, and has
met with good success in all his agricultural
operations. He carries on mixed farming and
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of success over the fallen fortunes of other aspirants. These are the types of popular heroes.
But to those who regard manly virtue, robust
integrity in every phase of business and social
life, disinterested service for others, and that
exercise of Christian charity which forgives the
frailties of human nature, the life of Evergene
B. Smith appears on the highest plane of human endeavor.
Evergene B. Smith was born September
17, 1853, at Cazenovia, New York, of parents.
whose circumstances permitted his being generously educated. After the district-school
course, he enjoyed several terms at the Brownson Academy. During the years 1869 and
1870 he attended the Cazenovia Seminary, and
was graduated in the commercial course at that
institution. From 1871 to 1873 he clerked in
a store in Cazenovia, thus gaining a taste for
commercial life, in which he later became so
prominent at Waterloo. Mr. Smith came to this
city in the spring of 1873, and resided here until his death on March 17, 1903, with the exception of the three years just preceding 1880,
VERGENE B. SMITH. The death when he resided in his old home in New York.
Upon the second coming to Waterloo, in
of Evergene B. Smith, president of
the Smith, Lichty & Hillman Com- 1880, Mr. Smith first became identified with
pany, at Waterloo, Iowa, removed a the wholesale grocery house of The Fowler
citizen whose memory is revered in every walk Company. He continued in this line until 1890,
of life. In the opening lines of this biography, when he assisted in the organization of the great
it may be asked why this is so. He was no Smith, Lichty & Hillman Company, of which
great military commander, whose fame had he was elected president, a position which he
been gained through conquest; no daring ex- held at the time of his death. In naming the
plorer, who had risked his own and his com- organizations with which Mr. Smith was closerades' lives in search of unknown territory; ly connected, the leading successful business
nor yet a statesman, who had reached the acme combinations of capital in Waterloo are redoes a large dairy business, raises his own
horses and grows oats, corn and hay, and many
Poland-China hogs. His methods are those of
a first class, modern, up-to-date farmer, and
his success has been most satisfactory.
Politically, Mr. Ortner is one of the leading
Democrats of Barclay townhip and he has been
called upon to fill many of the responsible offices. At the age of 21 he was elected a school
director and served continuously for 21 years
and for IO years was secretary of the board.
He was the first Democratic trustee of the township, was assessor for two years, town clerk two
terms, trustee of the town board three years,
member of the Board of County Supervisors
one term and justice of the peace for two years.
Thus it will be seen that he has been one of the
township's useful citizens and his worth and
sterling character are recognized by his fellow citizens. He and his family are all members of the Catholic Church.
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called, and in all of these he was a prominent religious ,t eachings of his youth, his whole
factor. He assisted in the organization of the life being the best testimonial to the
Waterloo ·warehouse & Storage Company, and value of his home training. At the age of 14
was one of its directors; he was also on the years, he united with the First Baptist Church,
directing boards of the following firms and cor- at Cazenovia. After coming to Waterloo, he
porations: Smith, Lichty & Hillman Com- identified himself with the First Baptist Church
pany; Rath Packing Company; Commercial of which he served as deacon and trustee, and
National Bank; and the Masonic Temple As- for 12 years was superintendent of the Sabbath-school. In 1896, when the Walnut Street
sociation, of which he was also president.
citizens
Baptist Church was organized, he and his famfellow
his
of
one
by
said
been
has
It
that the late Mr. Smith, while the highest type ily became charter members, and from that time
of a successful and enterprising man of busi- until his death he was one of its most liberal
ness, was first of all a good citizen. Never supporters and active workers. He gave genfor a moment relaxing his firm grasp on those erously to all branches of church work, concommercial policies which were vital to the suc- tributing not only financially, but taking a percess of the extensive enterprises which he of- sonal interest. He served as vice-president of
ficially represented, he yet found time and op- the Iowa State Baptist Convention, where his
portunity to work for the best interests of his influence was noted and his counsel valued.
city, both individually, and as a member of the For a long period he was a director and treasCity Council from the Third Ward. Here the urer of the Young Men's Christian Associasame fidelity was shown to the public welfare tion at Waterloo, and his influence in this oras had always been given to his personal affairs. ganization cannot be measured by words.
The many tributes paid to his memory by
When any moral issues came up for consideration, when temperance questions hung in the the leading citizens of vVaterloo, by those who
balance, his associates well knew on which si<le had known him intimately from the days of his
he would take his stand. His championship of advent to this section until the coming of the
the right and his settled convictions, from which last sad hours, express every emotion of grief,
he could not be swerved, made him a leader of admiration, respect and love possible in conno little power. For two years he was one of nection with such an event. Only the limits
the most useful officials in the city of Waterloo of this sketch prevent the quotation of these
in advocating what he believed to be best for testimonials from men whose associations give
them an opportunity for knowing the real man.
the city's future.
Moreover, immersed, as he was, in busi- It is evident that few men had a closer hold
ness, concerned with public affairs, and fully on those with whom he was continually conawake to all the great possibilities of nected than had Mr. Smith. He possessed in
this section, Mr. Smith never forgot the rare degree that equipoise of temperament

HISTORY OF BLACK HAWK COUNTY
which made him attractive to all who came
within his influence. In business he was conscientious, kind-hearted and generous, careful
and accurate; in public life he possessed the
sterling qualities which command respect,
while in the seclusion of home and in the social
circle he displayed those winning traits which
made human affection little less than divine.
In the words of one who knew and loved him.
"It is a task beyond the power of human
thought, to pay the tribute that is merited by
his noble life."
The funeral services over the mortal remains of this honored citizen of Waterloo took
place at the family home, No. u8 Iowa street.
Hundreds of friends from other portions of the
State were in attendance. The religious services were conducted by Rev. J. A. Earl, of the
First Baptist Church, and Rev. H. G. Beeman,
of the Walnut Street Baptist Church. Interment was made at Fairview Cemetery, under
the auspices of the Masonic fraternity, the funeral procession reaching many blocks in length.
The floral offerings were numerous and beautiful, coming from societies and associations
with which Mr. Smith had been connected,
as well as from friends anxious to lay some
token upon his bier. The mayor and City Council, 75 members of the Masonic lodge, the entire force of Smith, Lichty & Hillman store
( employees and traveling men), about 50 in
number, all were in attendance, besides the
great concourse of personal friends and fellow
citizens. Flags were at half-mast and the city's
business houses were closed.
Evergene B. Smith left behind him a

widow and five beloved children. He was married to Agnes W. Williams on June 28, 1882.
Their children were: Roger, a student at
Princeton University; Paul, Margaret, Laurence and Merritt.
Mrs. Smith is a daughter of the late Dr.
Williams was born June 16, 1831, at Boston,
New York. In his youth he learned the printing business, but soon began to take more interest in the study of medicine, and later entered a medical college at Cleveland, Ohio,
where he was graduated in 1854. For four
years he practiced his profession at Freeport,
Illinois, and then located at Lexington, Missouri. The disturbances incident to the opening of the Civil \,Var, in 1861, caused him to
select another home, and he came then to Waterloo. Here he took a prominent part in public
affairs and continued in active pr.actice until August, 1876, when he found some relaxation in
the enjoyment of travel. Until October, 1879,
when he was prostrated at McGregor, Iowa,
by a hemorrhage of the lungs, he had seen
much of the country throughout Iowa, N ebraska and Dakota. A second attack of the same
kind, when he was visiting at the home of his
sister, at Durand, Wisconsin, resulted in his
death, October 29, 1879, at the age of 48 years,
four months and 13 clays. He was buried at
Durand. He had been a prominent citizen of
Waterloo, and was a member of the Masonic
fraternity.
In 1856, Dr. Williams was united in marriage with Jennie E. Swift, who was born June
r r, I 834, and is a daughter of Stephen and
Content (Aber) Swift, formerly of New Jer-
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sey and early settlers in the western part of
New York. · Mrs. Williams was educated at
Yates Academy, and is a lady of superior mental equipment. She has long been one of the
active members of the Baptist Church and has
,charge of the affairs of the local missionary society. For 26 years she has been a member of
the Ladies' Literary Society of Waterloo, and,
with her daughter, Mrs. Smith, who is a member of the Chautauqua circle, has had much to
·do with the promotion of higher education in
this city. The four children of Dr. and Mrs.
Williams, were,-Wendell Swift; Agnes Weed,
widow of the late Evergene B. Smith; Henry
Raymond and Archibald McKinnan. Mrs.
Williams resides with her daughter, Mrs.
Smith, in the beautiful residence of the latter,
·On Iowa street, \,Vaterloo, a home which for
years, during the life of the late Mr. Smith,
was distinguished as one of the city's hospitable social centers.

Iill

OEL BURKE, a successful farmer of
Union township, Black Hawk County,
where he owns a farm of 21.5 acres
of well cultivated land, is one of the
self-made men of the locality, who owes his
prosperity to his own energy and determination.
Mr. Burke was born in 1842, on the \,Vhite
River, in Howard County, Indiana, near Indianapolis. He is a son of Thomas and Cyrilla (Hendricks) Burke.
Thomas Burke was born in Kentucky, and
,died at the age of 38 years. His wife, who

was a native of Ohio, died at the age of 48
years. They were farming people, but the
early death of the father left his widow with
very little property. She married again, and
was again left almost helpless with a family of
little children. Her case was one of those domestic tragedies which, while they may be all
too common, are none the less pitiable. In her
son, Joel, however, she found a manly little
protector, and to the best of his ability he provided for her wants through $even years of
sickness. Of her family of six children. two
survive, namely: Joel and Martha. Our subject's sister first married James Kearnes, and
had two children,-William and Lizzie; she
afterward married Lawrence Jefferson.
After the death of his step-father, Joel
Burke was bound out to his grandfather, with
whom he learned the cigar-maker's trade. As
long as his delicate mother lived, Mr. Burke
ministered to her with filial devotion, but after
her death he came to Iowa. His capital consisted of but $30, which was reduced to a very
small amount before he was able to make additions to it through returns from labor in the
Hawkeye State. Mr. Burke can but regard it
as providential that he met Alexander Webb, of
Janesville, who possessed the kindness of heart
and sufficient faith in human nature, to listen to
the young man's plea for employment, for the
sake of the brothers and sisters dependent upon
him, and to assist him in starting a small cigar
business. In this way he obtained a little working capital, which he managed to turn over by
trading in horses and different commodities, until he had shown himself so trustworthy that he
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was enabled to secure a farm of 215 acres on
time. This farm was all paid for long ago.
Capital and public esteem are now his, but he
is still grateful to the helping hand which was
extended him when he needed it, and in turn
has ever been ready to do the same kind act for
Mr.
others, under similar circumstances.
Burke early saw the profit in the growing of
sorghum, and entered upon its cultivation,
building a mill on his property in 1882. This
first mill was destroyed by fire, and that it was
rebuilt in IO days is an evidence of the energy
of his character. It is a well equipped steam
mill, with a capacity of about 20,000 gallons
of pure amber syrup in a season, last year's
out-put being 8,000 gallons.
In ..1864, Mr. Burke married Mrs. Rebecca
(McCune) Beard, widow of Francis M. Beard.
Two of her children by her first marriage, still
survive,-Martha and Freeman. Six children
have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Burke, of whom
four survive, namely: Maggie, who married
E. D. Duman and has five children,-Charles,
Forest, John, Maud and Joseph ;Etta, who married, first, Frank Pound, and had two children,
-Fern and Annie, and afterward married
John Silver, by whom she has one son,-Roger;
Nellie, who married Isaac Moon, and has two
children,-Burt and Glenn; and William, who
married Leah Moffit, and has one child,-Lulu.
Mr. and Mrs. Burke are members of the Christian Church, of Finchford. In politics, Mr.
Burke is a Republican. In 1862, he enlisted in
Company C, 89th Reg., Indiana Vol. Inf., but
was discharged on account of disability, before
seeing any service.

m

EORGE WILKIN, who is successfully engaged in the pursuits of agriculture in Washington township,
Black Hawk County, was born in
Coldwater, Michigan, December 26, 1857, and
is a son of John W. and Mary Jane (Randolph) Wilkin, both natives of Orange County, New York.
John W. Wilkin, our subject's father, born
March 3, 1822, removed to Michigan in 1850,
and purchased land, in the clearing and cultivating of which he spent many years. Mr. Wilkin remained upon this farm until 1866, when
he purchased the farm of 160 acres now occupied by our subject. Mr. Wilkin was a muscular man and a man of exceeding good judgment. His wife, our subject's mother, to whom
he was marrie<l October 5, 1848, is a daughter
of Newton F. and Harriet (Smith) Randolph.
Mr. and Mrs. Wilkin were blessed with three
sons, namely: Joseph N., who married Mrs.
May Hunt and now resides in Minneapolis,
Minnesota; George, whose name heads this
brief notice; and Reuben, deceased, who accidentally shot himself when carrying a gun.
Mr. Wilkin died May 14, 1901, and our subject purchased his brother's interest in the
farm. Mrs. Wilkin now resides with our subject on the latter's farm.
George Wilkin was nine years of age when
his parents removed to Washington township
in 1866 and has resided here ever since with
the exception of four years spent in Minneapolis. He has at present one of the finest farms
in this township and has spent over $6,000
in buildings on the estate. He has also added
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40 acres to the original area of his farm and
has the entire area well culivated. Mr. Wilkin has reached a position of importance
among the prominent business men of the
county and takes great interest in all enterprises
which he believes to be beneficial to his county
or township. Mr. Wilkin has not married.
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ILTON M. TRENT, a prosperous
and respected farmer of Orange
township, who resides on his well
cultivated farm of So acres in section 5, was born in Somerset County, Pennsylvania, January 15, 1870, and is a son of
James S. and Ellen (Ritz) Trent, and a grandson of Stephen and Elizabeth (Will) Trent,
all natives of Pennsylvania.
Stephen Trent was married to Elizabeth
Will. To them nine children were born, namely: Charles; James; William; Alexander; Edward; Josiah; Julia; Katie and Sarah. Mrs.
Elizabeth (Will) Trent is still living, being a
resident of Pennsylvania and aged about 86
years. She is a Lutheran in her religious connection.
James S. Trent and his wife live near Somerset, Pennsylvania, where they own a farm of
mo acres. They are the parents of eight children, namely: Allen, Milton M., Anna, Minnie, Albert R., Oscar, George and Maggie. The
three last named are deceased. Mr. and Mrs.
Trent are Dunkards.
Milton M. Trent left Pennsylvania when
21 years of age, in 1891 removing to Iowa,
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where he has since resided, with the exception
of a short time spent in North Dakota. After
returning to Iowa from North Dakota, Mr.
Trent worked on a farm, by the month, for one
year. He then rented ground which he cultivated for three seasons. In 1902, Mr. Trent
purchased his present property, which was formerly known as the Daniel Fish property. but
which, at the time of Mr. Trent's purchase, was
called the Hemsworth property. Mr. Trent
raises considearable corn, oats and hay, and has
several fine co·.,,·s, the product of which he sends
to the Orange Creamery. Politically , Mr.
Trent is a Republican.
In 1899, the subject of this sketch was married to Lottie Shaulis, a daughter of Noah
Shaulis and they are the parents of three children, namely: Ralph S., Hazel and Jay R.

RUMAN ALDRICH, proprietor of
the Waterloo Printing Company, is
an enterprising and successful business man of the city. He was born
July 20, 1874, in Black Hawk County, Iowa,
and is the only child resulting from the union
of his parents, Truman and Relief C. (Hills)
Aldrich.
Truman Aldrich, Sr., was born in November, 1829, at Utica, New York. In 1873, he
came to \V- aterloo, Iowa, where he lived until
1876, when he moved to a farm in East Waterloo township, which he continued to operate until his death. In July, 1873, at Waterloo, he
married Relief C. Hills, who was born in Chau-
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tauqua County, New York, in 1838. In 1878,
Mrs. Aldrich, then a widow, married vVilliam
Horton, who was born March 14, 1830, in
Lincolnshire, England. At the age of 2 5 years,
Mr. Horton came to America, and after two
years spent in Canada went to Illinois, where he
was engaged for six years, in agricultural pur·suits. In the fall of 1866, Mr. Horton came to
Black Hawk County, Iowa, and purchased a
small farm in Poyner township, consisting
of 70 acres. After two more years in Illinois,
he came back to Iowa, and having improved his
farm, sold it advantageously. Until the fall of
1875, he continued to buy and sell farms, and
then returned to England on a visit. In the
·spring of 1878, he again returned to this locality and in the fall of the same year was united
in marriage with Mrs. Aldrich. Mr. and Mrs.
Horton now reside in a comfortable home on
Independence avenue, Waterloo.
Truman Aldrich, the subject of this article,
was reared on a farm, attended the public
·schools of Black Hawk County, and afterward
took a business course at the Waterloo Commercial College. His life since then has been
mainly devoted to agricultural pursuits, and he
owns a well improved farm of mo acres in
Ea5t \Vaterloo township. After leaving the
farm, he was successfully engaged in the real
-estate business for one year, and then purchased
the plant now known as the Waterloo Printing
Company. Since taking charge, Mr. Aldrich
has built it up into a good paying business, a
leader in the job-printing line. Its location is
at No. 218 1 ~ East Fourth street, East Waterloo. The office is well equipped with c1ll kinds

of modern presses and other machinery, and
turns out up-to-elate and highly artistic work.
In 1897.. Mr. Aldrich was married to Carrie
Johnson, who is a daughter of D. S. and Carrie M. (Peacock) Johnson. Mr. Johnson, who
is a veteran of the Civil War, located in 1871
in East Vv aterloo township, where he owns a
farm of 160 acres, but now lives retired, in
\i\Taterloo. Mr. and Mrs. Aldrich have two
children,-Ray and Burton. They have a
pleasant, comfortable home at No. 1505 Franklin street, East Waterloo. Mr. Aldrich ts a
member of the vVoodmen of the World. ·
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AMES E. CONRY, a representative
farmer of Black Hawk County, Iowa,
who resides upon his well improved
and productive farm of 160 acres, situated in section 20, Eagle township, was born
on Christmas Day, 1853, near Buffalo, New
York. He is a son of James and Catherine
(Mahar) Conry.
James Conry was born in County Longford,
Ireland, and his wife in Susquehanna County,
Pennsylvania . During his early life, James
Conry followed the trade of a tanner, but later
became a railroad man, and in that capacity
went to Dubuque, Iowa. A short time afterward, he went to Freeport, Illinois, where he
was engaged for one year, and then returned
to Dubuque. The family lived in that city for
eight years, and in 1869 came to Black Hawk
County. Mr. Conry first purchased a farm of
160 acres, to which he added until he owned al-
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most 1 ,ooo acres of land in Eagle and Lincoln ber of business enterprises. He is a stockholder
townships. He has divided a large part of his in the Farmers' Mutual Fire Insurance Comestate among his children and now owns 450 pany of Black Hawk County, and is president
acres in those townships. For some years he of the Voorhies Cooperative Telephone Assohas lived in retirement, having a pleasant home ciation. This office he has held for two years ..
The lines of this company are operated in Black
at No. 516 East Third street, Waterloo.
James Conry and wife reared the following Hawk and Grundy counties.
In 1886, Mr. Conry married Elizabeth
James E.; Thomas F., whose
IO children:
who was born in Canada and they
Sweeney,
Elizawork;
this
in
elsewhere
appears
sketch
beth ; John L.; Ellen, wife of John Beaulieu, have a family of seven children, namely: Elof Iowa; Mary; Daniel P., mention of whom mer, Leland, Louis, Clement, Ralph, Frank and
is made in this work; Anna, wife of John Fay, Bernice. In religious belief the family is Cath-of St. Paul, Minnesota; William, of California; olic. Politically, Mr. Conry is a stanch Demoand Frank. Mr. and Mrs. Coury are worthy crat, and a very active and influential member
members of the Catholic Church. In politics, of his party. For IO years, he held the office of
justice of the peace. He has been secretary of
Mr. Conry is a Democrat.
James S. Conry was 16 years of age when the School Board for years, and has also servedthe family set!led in Eagle township,_ Black as township clerk and as supervisor.
Hawk County, and for several years he attended the local schools. He remained at home
engaged in farming with his father, until he
EORGE W. STREETER, one of
reached the age of 27 years, when, in 1882,
\V-ashington township's most enterhe purchased his present farm of Henry Stefer.
prising and influential farmers, owns
At that time it was practically unimproved, and
160 acres of valuable land in section
all the great changes have been made by Mr.
born in Boone County, Illinois,
was
He
14.
Conry, himself. He has the satisfaction of owning now one of the most valuable farms in in 1841, and is a son of William R. and AlEagle township, one which well repays him for meda (Tillotson) Streeter and a grandson of
the time an attention he has given it. Mr. Jacob and Hannah Streeter, the former a native
Conry is a first class farmer, and understands of Massachusetts.
William R. Streeter was born in Massachuhow to avail himself of modern methods both in
the cultivation of his land, and in the raising setts in 1818, and his wife, our subject's mother,
of much fine stock. Although a thoroughly in- was born in Canada. Mr. Streeter was enterested and careful farmer, Mr. Conry has gaged in farming all his life with considerable·
found time to serve his township in office, and success. He settled in Minnesota in 1881 and
also to assist in directing the affairs of a num- followed farming in that State for some time,.
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and then removed to Plainville, Nebraska, has three children,-Madge, Orman and Vivwhere he again took up farming and continued ian; Lizzie, who married Edward Baker and
that occupation until his death. Mr. Streeter has one child,-Sydney; Fannie, who married
died at the age of 86 years and the death of Royal W. Varco; Herbert G., who married
his wife occurred in 1892. Mr. and Mrs. Myrtle Henry and has one child,-Owen; and
Streeter were the parents of five child:-en who Adella, who is living at home.
reached maturity, namely: Henry; George W.
our subject; Annetta; Myra and Lincoln.
George W. Streeter remained with his parOHN McCHANE, SR., who died at
ents on the farm until he was 20 years old, when
his home on the corner of Main and
he enlisted in 1862 as a private in Company
Chestnut streets, La Porte City, Iowa,
K, 95th Reg., Illinois Vol. Inf .., for three years.
Sunday morning, July 31, 1904, was
He was mustered out of the service in August,
pioneer settlers of Black Hawk Counthe
of
one
Minnesota
in
located
1865, and immediately
with his family. There he purchased land ty, Iowa. He had been very successful ~n his
which he cultivated until 1894, when he pur- agricultural operations in Spring Creek and
chased 160 acres in section 14, Washington Poyner townships, in which he was actively entownship, Black Hawk County, Iowa. Mr. gaged until aboqt 14 years ago when he retired
Streeter has a fine homestead, all under culti- to spend the remainder of his days in La Porte
vation, and takes much interest in his work, City. He was a self-made man in every sense
having his farm fitted with all modern im- of the word,having accumulated his possessions
provements. Politically, he is a Republican after many years of hard and constant toil, and
and was supervisor in Nevada township, he fully deserves a prominent place among the
Mower County, Minnesota, for two years. Mr. representative pioneer farmers of this county.
He was born in Galloway, Scotland, January
Streeter is a member of the G. A. R.
In 1866, Mr. Streeter was married to Eliza 20, 1821, and was a son of John and Agnes
Hawkins, who was born in Burlington, Wis- (Molen) McChane. His father was a native
consin, and is a daughter of John and Eliza of Scotland, and spent his entire life in that
(Clark) Hawkins. She was one of a family of country, engaged in farming. Seven children
six children, five of whom are now living, name- were born to him and his good wife. One son,
ly: Sarah; \Villiam; Mary; Eliza, our sub- Robert, fought in the English army during the
ject's wife, and Phoebe. Mr. Hawkins was a Crimean War, and was killed in the siege of
farmer and died at the age of 78 years and his Sebastapol. The father of the subject of this
wife died at the age of 36 years. Mr. and sketch was a member of the Presbyterian
Mrs. Streeter are the parents of five -children, Church.
John McChane, Sr., the subject of this
namely: Etta, who married J. W. Varco, and
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sketch, was married in Scotland to Margaret
Johnston in 1851, and two years later, they
emigrated from Dumfrieshire, Scotland, to Joliet, Illinois, making the voyage of six weeks
and three days across the Atlantic, in the sailing ship "Columbia." At Joliet, Illinois, Mr.
McChane was engaged in general teaming about
two years, and then removed to Chicago. There
for two years he was engaged in improving land
belonging to Governor Joel A. Matteson, which
is now a part of the tract occupied by the Union
Stock Yard. In May, 1857, Mr. McChane and
his family came to Black Hawk County, where
he lived until his death. He first settled on a
farm in Spring Creek township, where he lived
about 15 years, and then bought a farm across
the township line, in Poyner township, where
he lived about 15 years. Later, he bought the
farm near the bridge across the Cedar River,
which is known both as the Gunther an<l the
McChane farm. There he lived between four
and five years, and then traded this farm for
town property in La Porte City, where he continued to make his home thereafter. The farm
in Poyner township, at one time during the period of his occupancy, consisted of 700 acres;
part of this he sold and the remainder was given
to his children. At one time, he owned, besides this farm in Poyner township, about
1,500 acres situated in other parts of Black
Hawk County, and was ranked as one o{ the
largest land owners in the county. At the
time of his death, he owned 150 acres in Poyner township. Mr. McChane had a high reputation for upright and honest dealings. As
shown by the statement of his real estate hold-
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ings given above, a hard working man, and a
good manager in his younger days, he accumulated considerable property. On account of
the hard work done by him earlier in life, he
aged rapidly during the 14 years that he lived in
retirement. Mr. McChane was a Democrat,
and held a number of township offices. Mrs.
McChane died March IO, 1891,after which time
his daughter, Mrs. Mary Ann Muir, anrl her
daughter, Maggie, made their home ·with Mr.
McChane, and kept house for him. Eight children were born to Mr. McChane and his wife,
namely: John, Jr. , who is engaged in farming
in Spring Creek township; Mary Ann (Muir);
Henry H., who is engaged in the real estate
business in \iVaterloo; James, a farmer, of
Poyner township; Margaret, who is the wife of
Elmer G. Corwin, of Seattle, Washington; Edward, a farmer, of Kossuth County, Iowa; William, a farmer, of Black Hawk County, residing
near La Porte City; and Joseph, who is a resident of Waterloo. Besides the eight children
named, Mr. McChane was survived by 17
grandchildren, who lived with their parents at
the places above named.

W. MARSH,* president and
treasurer of the Iowa Dairy Separator Company, and its controlling
spirit, is one of the leading business men of Waterloo, Iowa. He was born in
New York, and there received a collegiate
training.
Mr. Marsh was but 18 years of age when
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he first came West in 1870, and went into the
mercantile business at Jesup, Iowa. There he
continued three years, and then returned to
New York, where he engaged in a butter and
egg venture on comniission. This kept him in
touch with the West, where much of his time
was spent, and resulted in his permanent location in Waterloo, in 1897. He showed his
faith in the future of this city by erecting here
a residence and transferring his business interests to this locality.
The change in the handling of dairy products had attracted Mr. Marsh's attention, and
led him to take special care to post himself on
this point. He readily saw that there was a big
future for the dairy separator, and he soon after
became interested in his present enterprise.
This corporation had its beginning in 1899 as a
partnership concern, Mr. Marsh becoming a
member of the firm of the Hackett & Daily
Creamery Supply Company, and the firm began
the manufacture of the "Iowa Dairy Separator." The machine met with the favor of the
farmers from the first, and the growth and expansion of the business have been almost
phenomenal. In April, 1902, the Iowa Dairy
Separator Company was incorporated, with W.
W. Marsh as president and C. E. Dailey
as vice-president. The company employs from
75 to mo men, and the plant is located in a
substantial new building 50 by 200 feet in
dimensions, near the Rock Island Railway
tracks, in West Waterloo.
It is generally conceded that much of the
success of this enterprise is due to the business
sagacity and untiring , efforts of its energetic

president, who has made the Iowa Dairy
Separator Company one of the leading business concerns of Waterloo.

(i

HOMAS H. GARTON* has followed
the occupation of farming since hecame to Black Hawk County, Iowa,
and at present has a well cultivated
farm of 200 acres, situated in section 2, Mount
Vernon township. He was born in St. Joseph
County, Michigan, August 14, 1834, and is a
son of Joseph and Sarah (Hall) Garton.
Joseph Garton was born in Yorkshire,
England, and upon coming to America, located
near White Pigeon, St. Joseph County, Michigan. He settled in that region about the year
1818, when the country was wild, and cultivated land in that county until his death. Mr.
and Mrs. Garton were the parents of seven chil-dren, of whom the only one living is the subject of this sketch. Mrs. Garton was a native
of Lancastershire, England. Mr. Garton died
in 1853, and the death of his wife occurred in
1865.
Thomas H. Garton received his mental
training in the public schools of his native
State, and remained with his parents until he
was 17 years of age, when he set out across
the plains in 1851 for California. At the time
he and his friends began the journey, there
were five in the party, and they traveled by
wagon, having five yoke of oxen. They set
out on March 14, 1851, from Michigan and
reached Portland, Oregon, on August 28th._
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They remained in Portland about one month,
and then removed to Siskiyou County, California, where they engaged in work in the gold
mines, remaining there for one year and a half.
Mr. Garton then went to Australia, where he
lived for one year. He returned to California,
and after mining a short time, journeyed back
to Michigan. In 1856 he engaged in farming, and the year following was married to
Margaret Pashby, who was a native of England. Six months after his marriage he again
went to California, this time traveling by boat
and remaining there for IO months. He then
returned to Michigan, where he sold the land
he had inherited from his father, and came to
Black Hawk County. Mr. Garton settled in
section 2, Mount Vernon township, where he
purchased 160 acres of land, of which 40 acres
were cultivated. He at first took up his residence in a primitive board shanty, and kept his
stock in a stable. It was a hard struggle full
of privations and hardships, but he eventually
met with success. The land on his 200-acre
farm is equal to any in the county. Dairying is
his specialty, although he has good stock and
raises fine hogs. Mr. Garton now lives somewhat retired, and has partly turned over his
farming operations to his son.
Mr. and Mrs. Garton have been blessed
with IO children, namely: Ida, deceased; Fred,
who is engaged in farming in Mount Vernon
township; Della, who is the wife of Stewart
Freeman, of \Vaterloo, Iowa; Joseph, who married Jessie \Vebster, and resides in Mount
Vernon township; \i\Tilliam Henry, who resides
with his parents; Nellie, who married Mr.
43
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Hutton, and resides in Waterloo; Agnes, who
married Bert Bryden, and resides in Bremer
County, Iowa; Florence, who is the wife of
B. 0. Squires, and resides in Bremer County,
Iowa; and Mertie and George, who reside with
their parents. Mr. Garton has given all of his
children good educational opportunities, having
sent them to the Waterloo and Cedar Palls
schools. Mr. Garton and his fan_1ily are members of the Methodist Church. The father 1s
a Democrat in his political belief.

tm

ILLIAM M. LENTZ,* a widely
-known and highly respected· citizen of Black Hawk County,
Iowa, resides on his well cultivated farm of l 70. 12 acres, situated in section
4, Eagle township. Mr. Lentz was born in
Somerset County, Pennsylvania, April 23,
1861, and is a son of Cyrus J. and Leah
(Miller) Lentz, both natives of Pennsylvania.
Cyrus J. Lentz has followed the occupation
of farming the greater part of his life, although
in early years he was a blacksmith. He came
to Black Hawk County in 1880, and settled
on a farm in Orange township, where he continued his fanning operations until 1894, ancl
then retired. Mr. Lentz ancl his wife still reside upon the farm, but live in retirement.
Politically, Mr. Lentz is a Republican, and in
religious belief he is a member of the Dunkard
sect. Mr. and Mrs. Lentz have but one child,
-William M.
The subject of this sketch received his
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mental training in the common schools of Pennsylvania, and after reaching maturity took up
farming as his life work. In 1889, he purchased
his present farm, which was then known as the
J. S. Fike farm, and since then has successfully
cultivated the property. Politically, Mr. Lentz
is a Republican, and has held the office of school
director, having been president of the board.
Mr. Lentz carries on general farming and stock
raising, and is widely known in business circles
in his community.
In 1882 the subject of this sketch was married to Eliza B. Schrock, a daughter of Joseph
Schrock. One child was born to them,-Sadie
S.,-who has attended the vVaterloo Commercial College. In religious belief, Mr. Lentz is
a Dunkard.

ENRY STEEGE* has spent the greater
part of his life in pursuing the
vocation of an agriculturist, 111
which he has met with the best
of success. In Black Hawk County, Iowa,
he is the owner of 192 acres of highly tilled
land situated in section 2, Mount Vernon township. He was born in Bremer County, Iowa,
June 20, 1860, and is a son of Henry H. and
Caroline (\i\Teideman) Steege, both natives of
Germany.
Henry H. Steege came to America in 1854
and located in Cook County. Illinois, where for
two years he followed agricultural pursuits. In
1856 he removed to Bremer County, Iowa,
where he took up a farm in Jefferson township,
and was one of the very first settlers of that

section. Mr. Steege's farm consisted of 160
acres at that time, and he spent several years
in the cultivation of the property. Later he sold
his farm in Jefferson township, and in 1867
removed to vVashington township, Black Hawk
County, where he purchased 300 acres of valuable land. On this property he continued to
reside until his death, which occurred in 1894.
Politically, Mr. Steege was a Democrat, although he never aspired to any office. His
wife died in 1902. Mr. and Mrs. Steege were
the parents of six children, five of whom are
now living, namely: John, who is engaged in
farming in Willard, Minnesota; Henry; Mary,
who is the wife of John Altrogge, and lives
in Waverly, Iowa; Freel, who is engaged in
farming in Bremer County, Iowa, and Emma,
who is married, and resides on a farm in Mount
Vernon township; Carol ine died at the age of
12 years. Mr. and Mrs. Steege were members
of the Lutheran Church.
Henry Steege received his mental training
in the home schools, and remained on the farm
with his parents until he was 23 years of age,
when he entered upon an independent career.
After remaining in Bremer County for a short
time, he came to Mount Vernon township,
Black Hawk County, and purchased a 160-acre
farm known as the John Severen place. This
property then had a house and one barn and
Mr. Steege paid $52.50 per acre for it. He immediately began improving it and at the present
time, he has one of the finest farms in his township. In 1896 he built a fine residence and enlarged his farm to 192 acres, besides constructing several other buildings about the place.
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Mr. Steege raises large numbers of cattle and
hogs, and has met with success in the dairy
business. He also raises oats, corn and hay
of a quality unsurpassed in the county. Politically, he is a Democrat, although he does not
take an active interest in political affairs.
Mr. Steege was married April 8, 1883, to
Minnie Altrogge, of Bremer County, Iowa,
a daughter of John and Minnie Altrogge. Mr.
and Mrs. Altrogge settled in Bremer County
about 1858, and remained there the remainder
of their lives. Mr. Altrogge was a farmer, and
reached a high position among the prominent
business men of his county. Mr. and Mrs.
Steege are the parents of four children, three
of whom are dead. Those deceased are,Hulda; and Henry and Minnie (twins), who
died in 1896. The only one living, Herman,
resides with his parents. Mr. and Mrs. Steege
are interested in the work of the German Evangelical Church.

ACOB LELLIG,* who is living in retirement in Gilbertsville, Iowa, after
over a quarter of a century of farming
on his property in Eagle township,
was born in Prussia, Germany, May 12, 1834,
and is a son of Nicholas and Annie ( Oberhaum) Lellig.
Nicholas Lellig was also born in Prussia,
where he remained until his death. He died
when he was 42 years of age, and when his
son, Jacob, was six years old. Mr. and Mrs.
Lellig were blessed with six children, of whom
Jacob was the only one to come to America.
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Jacob Lellig came to the United States in
1863, voyaging from Bremen to New York,
whence he proceeded to Dodge County, Wisconsin. There he farmed for six years and then
removed to Eagle township, Black Hawk
County, Iowa, where he continued his farming
operations until nine years ago when he retired,
moving to Gilbertsville to live. Mr. Lellig arrived in this country a poor man, having been
a laborer in his native country. He now owns
his home in Gilbertsville and his farm of 160
acres in sections 7 and 8, Eagle township.
Politically, Mr. Lellig is a member of the
Democratic party, and is at present serving as
road supervisor.
The subject of this sketch was married in
his native country, in 1863, just before coming
to America, to Margaret Gint, who was born
in Prussia, October 4, 1842, and is a daughter
of Peter and Magdalene ( Boyinger) Gint.
Mrs. Lellig died in this county. Mr. and Mrs.
Lellig were blessed with four children, namely:
Lena (O'Conner), of Waterloo; Matthew, who
is a blacksmith of Gilbertsville; Jacob, of Eagle
township, and Mary ( Albedmy). Mr. Lellig
and his family are members of the Catholic
Church.

[I

LAUS M. JUNGE,* who efficiently
represents his fellow citizens of the
First Ward on the Board of Alder-,
men of the city of Waterloo, is prominent 111 the business, social and political circles of his city, and a more efficient alderman
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could not have been chosen. Mr. Junge is engaged in the coal and wood business on West
Third avenue. He was born in the northern
part of Germany, December 7, 1853, and is a
son of Henry ancl Anna Junge, the former of
whom died in the Fatherland.
Mrs. Anna Junge brought her family to
America in 1867, and settled in Bremer County, Iowa, where they located on a farm and
engaged 111 agricultural operations.
Mrs.
Junge, who died in Floyd County, Iowa, December 5, 1883, was the mother of nine children, five of whom are now living. Three died
in infancy, and another, Henry, died in 1901.
Claus M. Junge received his mental training in his native country and was 14 years of
age when he crossed the ocean. Mr. Junge
engaged in the implement business in South
Dakota, and later, in the hotel business, in
Charles City, Iowa. Upon returning to Floyd
County, Iowa, where the mother and other
members of the family were then living, he
retired from business for a few years. In 1888,
he located in Waterloo and engaged in the coal
and wood business, in which he has met with
much success.
Mr. Junge was married to Anna Andre, of
Clayton County, Iowa, and to this union four
children have been born, namely: John M.,
who was born November 22, 1877, and is the
auditor of the Citizens' Lumber Company, of
Minneapolis, Minnesota; Henry M., born July
1, 1879; Gertrude, born June 14, 1881, who is
a teacher; and Gretchen, born September 14,
1903. Mr. Junge gave the thre~ first na,med

good educations. He resides in the southwestern part of the city, on Leland avenue.
Politically, Mr. Junge casts his vote with
much care, regardless of party. In 1897 he
was elected alderman of the Frst \Varel, and
at the expiration of the term, was reelected to
that office and has served ever since. Since
coming into office, Mr. Junge has clone much
good for the city and is deserving of gr_eat
credit for his hard work. He has also been a
member of the Board of Education for the past
four years. Fraternally he is a Mason and a
Shriner and a member of the I. 0. 0. F.

(jj)

ICHAEL AMBROSY,* one of the
well known citizens of Poyner
township, Black Hawk County,
who has been engaged in farming
here for the past 18 years, owns and operates
a fine farm of 100 acres in section 23 on the
outskirts of Gilbertsville. Mr. Ambrosy was
born in the Grand Duchy of Luxemburg, June
18, 1858, and is a son of Michael and Katherine ( Belner) Ambrosy.
Michael Ambrosy was a native of Prussia
and served seven years in the army. His trade
was that of cabinet-making. He still survives
and resides with his son, active at the age of
73 years. He married Katherine Belner, who
was born in Luxemburg and died in Iowa, in
1889, aged 66 years. They had five children,
namely: Michael; John, of La Crosse, Wisconsin; Annie (Lambert), of Chicago; Kate
(Kirch), of Black Hawk County; and Lizzie,
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of New York City. In politics Mr. Ambrosy
has always supported the Democratic party.
The subject of this sketch came to America
with his parents in 1870, sailing from Antwerp
to England and from LiYerpool to New York.
His first summer in the United States was
passed at Utica, New York, and then he came
to Black Hawk County, Iowa, where he worked
through one winter. The next four years Mr.
Ambrosy spent in Dubuque, where he worked
at the carpenter's trade, and ·also engaged in
draying. He still continues to do draying for
merchauts, hauling stock from \Vaterloo to
Gilbertsville. For the past 18 years, however,
he has devoted the most of his attention to farming, and the excellent condition of his roo acres
shows that he is a well posted and progressive
agriculturist. Mr. Ambrosy has acquired the
greater part of his property through his own
industry, and may be considered one of the
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substantial business men of Poyner township.
Mr. Ambrosy was married May 18, 1881,
to Mary Kirsch, who was born in Poyner township, Black Hawk County, Iowa, May 7, 1858,
and is a daughter of Mathias and Elizabeth
Kirsch, who came here from Prussia. The
children of this marriage are as follows :
Michael, a student in St. Joseph's College, at
Dubuque; Kate; Matilda; Nicholas; Clara;
Margaret; Susan; Bernard us; Joseph and Josephine (twins) and Peter. Mr. Ambrosy is having his children educated, and they are growing up not only helpful on the farm and in the
household, but are being prepared to take their
places in any circle to which life may call them.
Mr. Ambrosy is a stanch Democrat. Like
his parents, he is a consistent member of the
Catholic Church. He is much respected, and
has a very wide circle of personal friends and
business acquaintances.

